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Exeh,  rf  Pteas, 
1841. 
Hazlewood  v.  Back.  ^ ^/— ' 

W0  Nov.  3. 

HITEHUBST  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  on  the  where  several 
plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  the  Master  should  not  review  ed*"nd  one^of ' 
his  taxation.     The  declaration  contained  one  count,  for  ****"*»  ^^l^^ 

'  amounta  to  an 

removing  the  defendant's  son  from  the  plaintiffs  school  answer  to  the 
without  a  quarter's  notice.    The  defendant  pleaded  the  action,  is  found 
general  issue,  and  two  special  pleas  of  justification.    A  ^n't^^Jnd  oUie« 
verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff  on  the  first  and  third  ff  *e  plaintiff, 

*^  the  latter  IS  en- 

pleas,  and  for  the  defendant  on  the  second,  which  was  an  titled  to  the 
answer  to  the  whole  cause  of  action.  sues' found  for 

The  Master,  on  taxation,  allowed  the  plaintiff  one  half  ^'*^J^^"ot^^^^ 
of  his  counsel's  fees,  a  consultation  fee  upon  the  first  issue,  hrieftandooun- 
a  portion  of  the  costs  of  drawing  and  copying  the  briefs, 
and  also  the  costs  of  subpoenaing  a  witness  to  prove  the 
prospectus  of  the  plaintiff's  terms. 

Knowks  shewed  cause. — ^The  defendant  having  denied 

VOL.  IX.  B  M.  w. 
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Exeh.  of  Pleat,  the  oontract  bjthe  general  issue,  and  that  plea  having 
'  ^  been  found  against  him,  the  Master  is  right  in  allowing 
Hazlbwood  the  plaintiff  the  costs  occasioned  by  that  issue.  In  Hart 
Back.  ▼•  Cutbush  (a),  it  was  held,  that  if  a  defendant  pleads  the 
general  issue,  and  several  special  pleas,  and  the  jury  find 
for  him  on  the  general  issue,  and  for  the  plaintiff  on  the 
special  pleas,  the  latter  is  entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  plead- 
ings, and  witnesses  on  those  pleas.  That  decision  was  re- 
cognized in  Spencer  v.  Hamerton  (A),  where,  on  considera- 
tion, the  Court  held,  that  where  several  pleas  are  pleaded, 
and  one  party  obtains  a  verdict  on  some  of  the  pleas,  en- 
titling him  to  the  general  costs  of  the  cause,  he  is  liable 
to  pay  the  opposite  party  on  the  issues  found  for  him,  not 
only  his  cost^  of  the  pleadings,  but  also  his  costs  of  pre- 
paring evidence  on  those  issues ;  and  that  the  law  has  not 
been  altered  by  the  general  rule,  1  Reg.  Oen.  H.  T.  2  Will.  4, 
s.  74.  By  that  rule  it  is  ordered,  that  "  no  costs  shall  be 
allowed  on  taxation  to  the  plaintiff,  upon  any  count  or 
issues  upon  which  he  has  not  succeeded,  and  the  costs  of 
all  issues  found  for  the  defendant  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  plaintiff*^  costs.''  Othir  v.  Calvert  (c)  is  relied  upon 
by  the  other  side;  but  Parkcj  B.,  in  Hart  v.  Cutbush,  ex- 
presses doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  that  decision.  Some 
difficulty  may  exist  in  the  apportionment  of  the  costs,  but 
the  principle  is  clear,  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  be 
reimbursed  the  expense  to  which  he  has  been  put  by  the 
defendant's  pleading  an  unfounded  plea,  although  the  lat- 
ter may  be  entitled  to  the  general  costs  of  the  cause. 

Whitekurst,  in  support  of  the  rule. — Admitting  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  pleadings  and  evi- 
dence, there  is  no  authority  to  shew  that  he  is  also  entitled 
to  a  portion  of  the  briefs.  Othir  v.  Calvert  decided,  that 
where  costs  in  the  cause  are  adjudged  to  the  defendant, 

(a)  2  Dowl.  P.  C.  456.  &  M.  22. 

{b)  4  Ad.  (i  £11.  413;  6  Nev.  (c)  1  Bing.  275;  8  Moore,  239. 
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and  to  the  plaintiff  costs  on  the  issues  found  for  him,  the  £*<*•  rf  PUa$, 
costs  of  the  issues  include  only  the  costs  of  the  pleadings,    v^..^^,..!^ 
It  is  true  that  since  that  time  a  different  practice  has  pre-    Hazlewood 
Tailed,  but  the  subject  has  never  been  under  the  considera-        back. 
tion  of  this  Court.    At  all  events,  the  Master  ought  not 
to  have  allowed  any  portion  of  the  oounsers  feeSi  or  the 
consultation  fee.    They  are  not  costs  of  the  pkas  or  evi- 
dence, vrithin  the  rule  of  H.  T.,  4  Will.  4,  s.  7;  and  how  is 
it  practicable  to  apportion  part  of  a  fee  to  a  particular 
plea? 

Pabke,  B. — We  think  the  Master  is  right  in  his  taxa- 
tion, and  th^t  the  rule  must  be  discharged.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  language  of  the  stat.  4  Ann.  c.  16,  s.  5,  to 
confine  the  costs  to  those  of  the  pleadings  only.  If  the 
defendant,  by  his  pleading,  occasions  the  necessity  of  larger 
brie&  and  fees  to  counsel,  he  ought  to  pay  the  expense  he 
occasions  thereby. 

The  rest  of  the  Court  concurred. 

Bule  discharged. 


JoBDEN  i;.  Bbbwick. 

HNov.S. 
UGH  HILL  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  Where  an  ac- 

plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  the  defendant  should  not  be  for°a«ii/of ^ 

at  liberty  to  enter  a  suggestion  on  the  roll  to  deprive  the  f^e  d^fcnSmt' 

plaintiff  of  costs,  under  an  act  of  47  Geo.  8,  c.  78,  intituled,  ?"<*  ^^^  Court 

the  sum  of 

'*  An  act  for  the  more  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts  in  4/.  18«.  6d., . 
the  sokes  of  BoUngbroke,  Homcastle,  and  other  places  in  ^ff'^k  out?n ' 
the  county  of  Lincoln.''  The  action  was  in  debt,  to  recover  ^""  "^"^'^^ 
the  sum  of  51. 129.  for  wages.    The  defendant  pleaded,  and  entered  a 

nolle  prosequi 
as  to  the  resU 
due  I'^Held,  that  the  acceptance  hy  the  plaintiff  of  the  smaller  sum  was  not  of  itself  sufficient 
evidence  that  no  more  was  due,  so  as  to  entitle  ^e  defendant  to  enter  a  suggestion  under  a 
Court  of  Requests  Act,  giving  jurisdiction  over  debts  to  the  amount  of  £6, 

The  form  of  the  plea  of  payment  of  money  into  Court  does  not  preclude  a  defendant  from 
applying  to  enter  a  suggestioa  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  costs. 

b2 
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AreA.  rf  Pleas,  except  as  to  4/.  I8s.  6(1.,  nunquam  indebitatus,  and  pay- 


1841. 


ment  into  Court  of  that  sum,  in  satis&ction  of  the  plain- 
tiff's demand.  The  plaintiff,  by  his  replication,  accepted 
in  fiill  satisfaction  the  sum  so  paid  in,  and  entered  a  nolle 
prosequi  as  to  the  residue. 

The  18th  section  of  the  act  enables  any  person,  having 
any  debt  not  exceeding  £5  due  to  him  from  a  person  in- 
habiting within  the  places  mentioned,  to  summon  the 
debtor,  &c.  By  the  40th  section  it  is  enacted,  "  that  if  any 
action  or  suit  for  any  debt  or  damages,  recoverable  by 
virtue  of  this  act  in  the  said  Court  of  Requests,  shall  be 
commenced  in  any  other  Court  whatsoever,  or  elsewhere 
than  in  the  said  Court  of  Requests,  (other  than  and  ex- 
cept in  the  Courts  Baron  for  holding  pleas  of  debt  within 
the  manor  and  soke  of  Bolingbroke  aforesaid,  belonging 
to  his  Majesty  in  right  of  his  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and 
other  than  and  except  in  all  such  other  Courts  Baron,  for 
holding  pleas  of  debt  within  the  soke  of  Homcastle,  &c. 
&c.,)  then  and  in  every  such  case,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs 
in  such  action  or  suit  shall  not,  by  reason  of  a  verdict  for 
him,  her,  or  them,  or  otherwise,  have  or  be  entitled  to  any 
costs  whatsoever.''  The  defendant  stated  in  his  affidavit, 
that  at  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  he  had 
been  residing  within  the  jiuisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Re- 
quests; but  it  was  not  stated  that  the  debt  in  question 
was  less  than  the  sum  of  £5. 

Balnea  shewed  cause. — There  is  a  material  difference 
between  money  taken  out  of  Court  in  full  satisfaction,  and 
money  recovered  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury.  This  Court  of 
Requests  Act  applies  to  the  latter  case  only,  for  it  enacts, 
that  the  plaintiff,  improperly  bringing  his  action  in  an- 
other Court,  shall  not,  ''by  reason  of  a  verdict  for  him, 
her,  or  them,  or  otherwise,''  be  entitled  to  any  costs.  Here 
no  verdict  has  been  recovered,  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
more  is  not  due  than  the  sum  paid  into  Court.    The  plain- 
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tiff  is  entitied  to  tax  his  costs  by  virtue  of  the  rule  of  Court  JStdL  vf  Pietu, 
of  Trinity  Term,  1  Vict.,  which  directs,  that  he  shall  be  at  ^  ^  . 
liberty  to  accept  the  sum  so  paid  into  Court,  in  full  satis-  jokobr 
fjBction  and  discharge  of  the  cause  of  action  in  which  it  Berwick. 
has  been  paid  in;  and  he  " shall  be  at  liberty  in  that  case 
to  tax  hia  costs  of  suit.''  In  Tarrant  v.  Morgan  (a),  where 
the  defendant  pleaded  payment  of  !/•  IBs.  into  Court  in 
satisfaction  of  the  cause  of  action,  and  the  plaintiff  took 
the  money  out  of  Court,  it  was  held,  that  the  defendant 
was  not  entitled  to  enter  a  suggestion  on  the  roll  to  de- 
prive the  plaintiff  of  costs,  on  the  groimd  that  the  action 
was  brought  to  recover  a  less  sum  than  409.,  and  there- 
fore recoverable  in  the  county  court.  Here  it  is  neither 
admitted  in  the  pleadings,  nor  does  it  appear  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Court,  that  the  action  was  brought  for  a 
smaller  sum  than  £5.  It  would  be  a  great  hardship  if,  in 
an  action  for  5/.  Is.,  a  plaintiff  could  not  accept  4^  Ids, 
in  full  satisfaction,  without  losing  his  costs.  If  that  were 
so,  lie  would  be  compelled  to  continue  the  action  for  the 
recovery  of  the  remaining  2s.  In  Davey  v.  Benton  (A),  on 
the  construction  of  the  statute  43  Oteo.  8,  c.  46,  s.  8,  by 
which  costs  are  to  be  allowed  to  a  defendant  who  has 
been  arrested  without  probable  cause,  it  was  held  that  the 
statute  does  not  extend  to  cases  where  the  defendant  pays 
money  into  Court,  and  the  plaintiff  takes  it  out,  although 
it  be  a  much  smaller  sum  than  that  for  which  the  defend- 
ant is  holden  to  bail. 

Huffh  Hill,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^The  case  of  Tarrant 
V.  Morgan  is  not  applicable,  because  that  was  a  case  in  the 
county  court,  where  no  suggestion  is  allowed  to  be  made 
on  the  roll,  the  proper  course  being  to  apply  to  the  Court 
to  stay  the  proceedings.  Bernard  v.  Turner  (c)  is  in  point. 
It  was  there  held  that  the  Court  of  Bequests  Acts  are  not 

(a)  2  C.  M.  &  R.  252.  {b)  2  B.  &  C.  711 ;  4  D.  &  R.  186. 

(c)  1  M.  &  W.  580. 


6  CA8BS   IN   THE   BXCHEQUBB^ 

Bxeh,  ofPUai,  affected  by  the  statute  under  which  the  rules  relating  to 
1841. 

payment  of  money  into  Court  were  made^  which  do  not 

alter  the  law  of  payment^  but  merely  the  mode.  In  Jordan 
y.  Strong  {a),  it  was  held  that  a  plea  of  tender  did  not 
preclude  the  defendant  from  entering  a  suggestion  on 
the  roll.  In  the  construction  of  the  48  Geo.  3^  c.  46^  the 
word  "recover*'  has  been  held  to  mean^  recover  by  the 
verdict  of  a  jury;  but  here,  the  language  of  the  Court  of 
Requests  act  is  more  ample,  namely,  that  a  party  recover- 
ing less  than  £&  shall  not  be  entitled  to  costs,  by  reason 
of  a  verdict,  "  or  otherwise."  Baibhn  v.  PUter  (6),  Graham 
V.  Browne  (e).  Drew  v.  Coles  {d),  are  in  point.  In  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  the  debt,  affidavits  ought  not  to  be 
regarded;  the  inconvenience  would  be  great,  if  the  Court 
were  to  depend  upon  affidavits;  the  record  alone  should 
be  looked  at  to  see  what  is  due.  A  nolle  prosequi  is  a  con- 
fession that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  beyond  the  amount 
paid  into  Court.  The  plaintiff  may,  if  he  pleases,  demur 
to  or  traverse  the  suggestion.  Barney  v.  Ikibb  (e),  Jordan 
V.  Strong.  [Parke,  B. — The  Courts  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  ordering  suggestions  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  traversed  or  demurred  to;  we  usually  decide  the 
matter  on  motion,  to  save  expense.] 

Pabke,  B. — The  case  of  Turner  v.  Bernard,  which  was 
decided  by  this  Court,  shews  that  payment  of  money  into 
Court  does  not  deprive  the  defendant  of  the  benefit  of  a 
suggestion  on  the  roll,  if  he  is  entitled  to  it  by  law.  But 
there  the  question  had  been  decided  by  a  jury;  and  it  is 
a  just  principle  to  lay  down,  that  we  should  consider  their 
finding  conclusive,  and  not  inquire  farther  into  the  amoimt 
of  the  debt.  Here,  however,  we  are  called  upon  to  give  to 
a  nolle  prosequi  the  same  effect  as  to  a  verdict.  I  think 
we  are  not  bound  to  do  so.     If  the  plaintiff  brings  his 

(a)  5  M.  &  Sel.  196.  (d)  2  Cr.  &  J.  505. 

(b)  3  B.  &  Aid.  210.  {e)  2  H.  Bl.  354. 

(c)  2  Cr.  &  J.  327. 


RoLFE^  B.,  concurred. 


JOADSN 

V. 

BXAWICK. 


MICHASLM AS   TBBM^  5  YICT.  7 

action  for  more  than  £5,  and  is  content  to  take  less,  there  &«*•  •/  ^^«». 

1841 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  proceed,  and  incur  risk  and 

trouble  in  recovering  the  whole  of  his  demand.  I  think, 
too,  that  he  may  explain  the  amount  of  his  demand  by  affi- 
davit ;  and  as  he  has  shewn  that  he  sued  the  defendant 
for  more  than  j65,  and  the  defendant  has  not  shewn  that  the 
subject-matter  of  the  action  is  less  than  that  smn,  I  think 
the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to  enter  a  suggestion. 

Gurnet,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  If  the  de- 
fendant wished  to  succeed  in  his  application,  he  should 
have  laid  before  the  Court  some  ground  for  believing  that 
the  sum  sought  to  be  recovered  was  less  than  £5.  This 
he  has  not  done ;  and  therefore  I  think  this  rule  must  be 
discharged. 


Rule  discharged,  with  costs. 


Shakp  and  Others  v.  The  Gbbat  Westebn  Railway 

Company.  .,     ^ 

.  Nov.  3. 

Assumpsit  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  work  and  ThcpUinUffs 

11  1  .  ,  .11  i  agreed  with  the 

labour  and  materials,  money  paid,  and  on  an  accoimt  defendanuto 

ftf  of  Atfl  manufacture  for 

locomotWe  engines,  under  the  following  contract:  "  Each  engine  and  tender  to  be  subject  to  a 
performance  of  a  disUnce  of  1,000  miles,  with  proper  loads :  daring  which  trial  Messrs.  S.  &  Co. 
(the  plaintifis)  are  to  be  liable  to  any  breakage  which  may  occur,  if  arising  from  defective  ma- 
terials or  workmanship;  but  they  are  not  to  be  responsible  ibr  nor  liable  to  the  repair  of  any 
breakage  or  damage,  whether  resulting  from  collision,  neglect,  or  mismanagement  of  any  of  the 
Company's  senrants,  or  any  other  circumstances,  save  and  except  defective  materials  or  work- 
manship. The  performance  to  which  each  engine  is  to  be  subjected,  to  take  place  within  one 
month  from  the  day  on  which  the  engine  is  reported  ready  to  start;  in  default  of  which,  Messrs. 
S.  &  Co.  shall  forthwith  be  released  from  any  responsibility  in  respect  of  the  said  engine ;  the 
balance  to  be  paid  on  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  trial,  and  release  of  Messrs.  S.  &  Co.  from 
farther  responsibility  in  respect  of  such  engine."  It  was  also  agreed,  that  the  fire  boxes  should 
be  made  of  copper,  of  the  thickness  of  7-16ths  of  an  inch  (and  they  were  accordingly  so  made); 
sad  that  the  best  materials  and  workmanship  were  to  be  used.  The  en^nes  were  accordingly 
deliTered  to  the  defendanU,  and  performed  the  distance  of  1,000  miles  within  the  month  of  trial, 
but  nine  months  afterwards  the  fire  box  of  one  of  them  burst,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
copper  bad  been  considerably  reduced  in  thickness  :—HeU,  in  an  action  against  the  defendante 
for  the  balance  due  from  them,  that  they  could  not  give  evidence  of  an  inherent  defect  in  the 
copper,  (no  fraud  being  alleged),  since,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  month's  trial,  if  satisfac- 
tory, was  to  release  the  plaintiffs  from  all  responsibility  in  respect  of  bad  materials  and  bad 
Workmanship. 


O  CASES   IN   THE   EXCHEQUER^ 

Ejteh.  of  pteat,      Plea,  non  assumpsit ;  on  which  issue  was  joined;  with 
two  other  pleas,  which  became  immaterial. 

At  the  trial  before  fVightman,  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool 
Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs,  who  were  engine* 
makers  at  Manchester,  agreed  with  the  defendants  to  make, 
at  a  certain  price,  ten  locomotive  engines  and  tenders,  for 
the  use  of  the  railway.  It  appeared  by  the  written  contract, 
that  the  engines  and  tenders  were  to  be  made  according  to 
the  specification  and  drawings  furnished  by  the  directors, 
and  were  to  be  delivered  at  certain  specified  periods,  at 
the  Company's  station  at  Paddington;  the  cojpper  compo- 
sing the  fire  boxes  was  to  be  of  the  thickness  of  7-16ths  of 
an  inch.  The  third  article  of  the  contract  was  in  these 
terms : — "  Each  engine  and  tender  to  be  subject  to  the 
performance  of  a  distance  of  1,000  miles,  with  proper  loads; 
during  which  trial,  Messrs.  Sharp,  Roberts,  &  Co.  are  to 
be  liable  to  any  breakage  which  may  occur,  if  arising  from 
defective  materials  or  workmanship ;  but  they  are  not  to 
be  responsible  for  nor  liable  to  the  repair  of  any  breakage 
or  damage  whatever  resulting  from  collision,  neglect,  or 
mismanagement  of  any  of  the  Company's  servants  or  any 
other  circumstance,  save  and  except  defective  materials  or 
workmanship.^'  The  fourth  was — ^'  The  said  performance 
to  which  each  engine  is  to  be  subjected,  to  take  place 
within  one  month  from  the  day  on  which  the  engine  is  re- 
ported ready  to  start;  in  default  of  which,  Messrs.  Sharp, 
Roberts,  &  Co.  shall  forthwith  be  released  from  any  respon- 
sibility in  respect  of  the  said  engine.''  The  sixth  article 
provided  for  the  payment,  and  stipulated,  that  the  balance 
was  ^'  to  be  paid  on  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  trial, 
and  release  of  Messrs.  Sharp,  Roberts,  &  Co.  from  further 
responsibility  in  respect  of  each  engine.'^  A  printed  spe- 
cification, delivered  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiffs,  con- 
tained the  following  "  general  stipulation :" — "  The  manu- 
facturer is  to  deliver,  put  together,  and  start  the  engines, 
in  complete  working  order,  upon  the  line  of  the  Great 
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Western  Bpailway  CompBuj,  either  at  London  or  Bristol^  Btek.  of  PUat, 
as  may  be  directed  by  tbe  Company^  and  shall  be  held  *   ^ 

liable  for  any  breakages  that  may  occur^  either  firom  bad        Sha&p 
materials  or  bad  workmanship^  until  each  engine  has  per-       orbat 
formed  a  distance  of  1^000  milesj  with  proper  loads ;  at  the    ^^'""^0 
end  of  which  time^  should  the  engine  be  perfect,  the  mann- 
fiictorer  will  be  reUeved  from  any  further  responsibility. 
No  deviation  from  the  drawings  and  specification  will  be 
allowed  without  the  consent  of  the  company ;  and  through- 
out the  whole,  the  best  materials  and  workmanship  shall 
be  used.^'    The  engines  were  delivered  at  the  Company's 
station,  and^performed  the  distance  of  1,000  miles  within 
the  month,  as  specified  in  the  contract,  during  which  time 
no  defect  was  discovered  in  them.    Nine  months  after- 
wards, the  inside  fire  box  of  one  engine  having  burst,  it 
was  found  that  the  copper  of  which  it  was  made  had  been 
reduced  from  7-16ths  to  3-16ths  of  an  inch  in  thickness; 
and  that  the  fire  boxes  of  the  other  engines  had  also  been 
reduced  in  thickness.    The  plaintiffs  refused  to  replace  or 
repair  the  fire  boxes,  alleging  that  the  trial  of  the  engines 
had  released  them  from  all  further  responsibility;  and 
upon  the  defendants  refusing  to  pay  the  balance  due  to 
them,  brought  the  present  action.    The  plaintiffs'  case 
having  closed,  the  defendants'  counsel  admitted  that  the 
copper  composing  the  fire  boxes  had  originally  been  of  the 
requisite  thickness,  and  that  no  fraud  was  to  be  imputed 
to  the  plaintiffs ;  but  he  proposed  to  prove,  that  it  was 
defective  in  quality,  and  that  this  was  the  cause  of  its 
thickness  having  been  reduced.   He  also  proposed  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  departed  from  the  contract,  by  in- 
serting iron  instead  of  copper  rivets  in  the  fire  boxes.  This 
evidence  being  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  on 
the  ground  that  after  the  trial  of  the  engines  it  was  too 
late  to  object  to  defects  in  the  workmanship,  the  learned 
Judge  refused  to  receive  it.    The  objection  to  the  admis- 
sibility of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  rivets  was  subse- 


10  CA8SS   IN    THE   EXCHEQUER^ 


Exeh.  of  PUa$,  qaently  withdrawn  by  the  plaintiffs'  counsel;  but  the  de- 

*  -    fendants'  counselrefusing  to  rest  his  case  on  that  ground 

Sharp       alone,  the  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  Judge, 

Great       returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages  £662,  the 

Railway'co.   *™o^^*  o^  ^^^  balance  claimed. 

Wortley  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  a  new 
trial  should  not  be  granted,  on  the  ground  of  the  improper 
rejection  of  the  evidence,  and  of  misdirection. — ^It  is  con- 
ceded that  there  is  no  fraud  in  this  case,  and  that  the  cop- 
per originally  was  of  the  thickness  required  by  the  contract; 
but  the  defendants  are  at  liberty  to  shew  that  it  was  owing 
to  an  inherent  defect  in  its  quality  that  it  became  reduced 
in  thickness,  and  eventually  burst.  They  may  shew  this 
in  reduction  of  damages:  Basien  y.  Butter  {a).  Formerly 
the  remedy  would  have  been  by  ^  cross-action;  but  the 
Courts  now  hold  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  resort  to  that 
mode  of  proceeding.  Even  where  goods  are  delivered  ac- 
cording to  positive  contract  or  sample,  original  defects, 
which  reduce  the  value,  may  be  shewn  as  an  answer  to  the 
demand.  It  is  consequential  and  subsequent  damage  and 
loss  only,  that  must  be  the  subject  of  a  cross-action.  This 
was  decided  by  the  recent  case  of  Mondel  v.  Steel  {b) ;  see  also 
Jones  V.  Bright  (c)  and  Shepherd  v.  Kain{d).  The  trial  of 
1,000  miles  was  intended  by  the  parties  to  this  contract  to 
be  conclusive  as  to  those  defects  only  which  could  be  dis- 
covered by  such  an  experiment.  It  does  not  preclude  the 
defendants  from  insisting  on  latent  defects,  which  could  be 
discovered  only  by  time  and  use  of  the  engine.  It  is  clear, 
from  the  use  of  the  word  "  breakage,'^  that  the  object  of 
the  trial  was  only  to  test  the  mechanism  and  power  of  the 
engines,  and  not  such  defects  as  were  inherent  in  the  mate- 
rials themselves.  If  a  horse  is  warranted  thorough-bred, 
and  sound  wind  and  Umb,  the  purchaser  to  be  at  liberty  to 

(a)  7  East,  479.  (c)  5  Bing.  533;  3  M.  &  P.  155. 

(b)  8  M.  &  W.  858.  (d)  5  B.  &  Aid.  240. 


Westbrn 
Railway  Co. 
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make  trial  of  him^  and  he  proves^  on  being  galloped,  to  be  ^ch.  0/  pieas, 
sound,  but  turns  ont  not  to  be  thorough*bred,  can  it  be  '  ^ 

said  that  a  purchaser  is  concluded  by  a  trial  which,  though  Sharp 
it  tested  his  speed,  could  prove  nothing  as  to  his  pedigree?  orbat 
[Parke,  B. — ^It  all  depends  on  the  construction  of  the  con- 
tract.] The  meaning  of  it  was,  that  for  all  latent  defects 
that  could  not  be  discovered  by  a  trial,  the  plaintiffs  should 
be  answerable. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  true  construction  of  this  contract  is, 
that  the  trial  of  a  month  was  to  be  conclusive  as  to  defec- 
tive materials  and  workmanship ;  but  that  if  the  defend- 
ants could  shew  that  iron  rivets  were  substituted  for  copper, 
or  that  the  copper  originally  was  less  than  7-16ths  in  thick- 
ness, they  might  avail  themselves  of  this  deviation  from 
the  agreement.  Look  at  the  contract  itself.  It  must  have 
been  the  opinion  of  both  parties  to  it,  that  the  period  of  a 
month  would  determine  the  sufficiency  of  the  materials  and 
workmanship.  The  question  does  not  depend  on  the  third 
section  only  of  the  contract;  but  coupling  that  with  the 
fourth  section,  which  is  not  unimportant,  it  appears,  that 
the  distance  of  1,000  miles  is  to  be  performed  within  one 
month;  and  in  default  of  such  performance  taking  place 
within  that  time,  the  plaintiffs  ''  shall  forthwith  be  released 
from  any  responsibility  in  respect  of  the  said  engine;'' 
that  is,  if  the  trial  which  takes  place  within  that  period 
proves  satisfactory,  the  plaintiffs  are  to  be  released  from 
any  responsibility  arising  from  defective  materials  and 
workmanship.  The  "  general  stipulation''  at  the  end  of 
the  specification  confirms  this  conclusion :  '^  The  manufac- 
turer is  to  deliver,  put  together,  and  start  the  engines,  in 
complete  working  order,  upon  the  line  of  the  Great  West- 
em  Railway  Company,  and  shall  be  liable  for  any  break- 
ages that  may  occur  either  from  bad  materials  or  bad 
workmanship,  until  such  engine  has  performed  a  distance 
of  1,000  miles,  with  proper  loads :  at  the  end  of  which 
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Ezeh.  if  Pkas,  time,  should  the  engines  be  perfect,  the  manufacturer  will 


1841. 


be  relieved  from  any  further  responsibility ;''  that  is,  if  no 
Sharp       breakage  is  found  to  have  occurred.    That  being  so,  there 


V. 


Great  seems  to  be  an  end  of  the  question.  What  amounts  to  bad 
lUiLw™Co  ™**^*^^  ^^^  ^*^  workmanship,  will  always  be  a  matter  of 
dispute ;  and  it  is  plain  that  the  parties  intended,  by  the 
trial,  to  put  an  end  to  such  questions.  If  the  defendants 
wished  to  insist  upon  their  present  objections,  they  should 
have  made  their  contract  in  different  terms.  The  inten- 
tion was  that  all  disputes  of  this  kind  should  for  ever  be 
set  at  rest;  and  that  if  the  defendants  did  not  avail  them- 
selves of  the  trial,  or  the  trial  proved  satisfactory,  all  in- 
quiry as  to  defective  materials  or  workmanship  should 
thenceforth  be  determined.  The  learned  Judge  was  there- 
fore right  in  the  view  he  took  of  the  case.  It  would  have 
been  a  different  thing,  if  a  distinct  breach  of  the  terms  of 
the  contract  had  been  shewn :  but  no  evidence  was  given 
of  any  violation  of  the  contract,  nor  did  the  defendants 
shew,  as  it  seems  they  had  at  first  intended,  that  iron  rivets 
had  been  substituted  for  copper. 

OuRNET,  B.,  concurred. 

RoLFE,  B. — I  agree  with  the  rest  of  the  Court  in  think- 
ing that  this  rule  must  be  refused.  The  defendants^  argu- 
ment amounts  to  this,  that  although  there  was  to  be  a  trial 
of  the  sufficiency  of  the  engines  during  a  month,  yet  the 
manufacturers'  responsibility  was  to  endure  till  the  end  of 
time.  In  that  case,  the  trial  would  have  been  altogether 
superfluous. 

Bole  refused. 
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Sxek.  of  Pleat, 
1841. 
BuRDEKiN^  Public  Officer,  &c.,  v.  Pottbr  and  Others.        v,    ^  '  / 

ENav.  4. 
RLE  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  judgment  An  affidavit,  en- 
signed  upon  a  warrant  of  attorney  given  by  the  defendants  per  Coart,  and* 
in  this  cause,  for  £20,000,  and  the  execution  thereon,  |f3^^^*** 
should  not  be  set  aside.    One  of  the  objections  on  which  A.  B.,  «  a  com- 

niifltioner*  &c.«" 

he  relied  was,  that  the  jurat  of  the  affidavit  of  the  execu-  \a  loffident: 
tion  of  the  warrant  of  attorney  described  it  as  "sworn  lotitaTethiuha 

before ,  a  commUsioner  &c.,''  without  stating  that  he  |jJJj^"JJ^. 

was  a  commissioner  for  taking  affidavits  in  this  Court.  The  ing  affidaviu  in 
affidavit  was  duly  entitled  in  the  cause  in  this  Ciourt.    He 
referred  to  Rex  v.  Hare  (a),  Howard  v.  Brown  {b),  and  a 
case  of  Tarte  v.  Bamett,  decided  in  tins  Ciourt  on  the  last 
day  of  last  Trinity  term  (c). 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  think  this  objection  cannot 
prevail.  If  you  go  upon  any  principle,  it  would  seem  that 
if  the  party  be  named  at  all,  the  Court  may  examine  to 
see  whether  he  is  one  of  its  conmiissioners.  I  doubt  whe- 
ther any  thing  at  all  need  be  added  to  his  name. 

Pabke,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  no  rule  ought  to 
be  granted.  K  an  affidavit  be  entitled  in  the  Court,  the 
description  in  the  jurat  of  the  person  before  whom  it  is 
sworn  as  "a  commissioner  &c.,''  is  quite  sufficient.  In 
Sex  V.  Hare,  the  affidavit  was  not  entitled  in  any  Court; 
in  Howard  v.  Brown,  the  party  was  not  described  as  a 
commissioner  at  all.  And  it  was  expressly  held  in  Kennet 
V.  Jonee  {d),  that  it  was  no  objection  to  an  affidaviir  to  hold 
to  bail,  that  it  was  not  entitled  in  the  King's  Bench,  or 
that  it  appeared  to  have  been  taken  before  a  comnussioner, 
who  was  not  stated  to  be  a  commissioner  of  that  Court. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

Rule  refused  (e). 

(a)  13  East,  189.  (e)  See  WhUe  v.  Irving,  2  M.  & 

(6)  4  BiDg.  393;  I  M.&P.  22.  W.  127;  Daiy  y.  Malum,  6  Dowl. 

(c)  Not  reported.  P.  C,  192. 
GO  7T.  R.451. 
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Exeh.  of  Pleat, 
1841. 

"  Lee  and  Wife,  Executrix,  v.  Armstrong. 

JVbw.  12. 

Where  in  an  Xn  this  actioD,  which  was  brought  by  tbe  husband  and 
bwid'and  idfe,  ^^^  ^  Ti^t  of  the  wife  as  executrix,  the  defendant  had 
in  right  of  the     obtained  a  rule  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  which 

wife  as  ezecu-  .  "^      ^  ' 

trix,  a  peremp.  was  discharged  on  a  peremptory  undertaking  to  try  at  a 

ing  wu  ^ven  Specified  time.   After  the  rule  was  discharged  the  husband 

cified  dine'^"  ^^®^'  *^^  *^®  ^^®  ^^*  having  proceeded  to  trial  accord- 

and  the  hui-  incr  to  the  Undertaking:. 

band  afterwards        °  °' 

that  the  under-       Sir  JoAn  Boyley  now  moyed  for  a  rule  absolute  for  judg- 

Sndwg'on  "he    Dient  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  for  not  proceeding  to  trial 

'^^f*-  pursuant  to  the  peremptory  undertaking,  and  contended 

that  as  the  action,  being  in  right  of  the  wife  as  executrix 

did  not  abate  by  the  death  of  the  husband,  the  wife  was 

bound  to  go  to  trial  pursuant  to  the  undertaking. 

Sed  per  Curiam. — The  wife  never  entered  into  this 
peremptory  undertaking  at  all,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
bound  by  it.  The  undertaking  was  altogether  the  act  of 
the  husband,  who  was  a  necessary  party  to  the  action,  and 
under  whose  control  the  wife  must  be  supposed  to  be  in 
the  conduct  of  it.     She  clearly  is  not  bound  by  it. 

Bule  refused. 


Nov.  15.  Welsh  «?.  Hall* 

An  application  AtKINSON,  ou  the  10th  of  November,  obtained  a  rule 

amend  plead-  Calling  upou  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  the  plea 

&u'^thinThe  pleaded  on  the  2nd  of  November  should  not  be  amended, 

role  respecting  rphe  causc  of  the  delay  in  applying  to  this  Court,  although 

aside  proceed-  not  stated  iu  the  affidavit,  was  that  a  similar  application 

larity.^witTK-'  had  been  made  to  a  Judge  at  chambers,  and  had  been  re- 

?^lplt,r  foBedbyhim. 

the  application. 

Hun^ey  shewed  cause. — ^The  application  is  too  late. 
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There  has  been  great  delay;  and  the  Court  will  not  take  ^»** rfPUai, 
notice,  without  affidavit^  that  the  delay  arose  from  an  ap- 
plication to  amend  haying  been  made  to  a  Judge  at  cham- 
bers :  Ocren  y.  TiUe  (a).  That  being  so,  the  present  rule 
must  be  discharged,  as  the  defendant  has  giyen  no  expla- 
nation of  the  lateness  of  his  present  motion. 

Pabke,  B. — A  party  complaining  of  an  irregularity 
must  come  to  the  Court  at  an  early  period,  or  explain  the 
reason  why  he  has  not  done  so.  But  this  is  an  applica- 
tion to  amend  the  pleadings,  and  we  do  not  hold  applica- 
tions of  that  nature  to  such  strict  rules  as  applications 
relating  to  matters  of  practice.  I  think,  therefore,  the 
objection  as  to  the  lateness  of  the  application  ought  not 
to  preyail. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

The  rule  was  then  argued  on  the  merits,  but  was  ulti- 
mately discharged  on  terms. 


Brooks  and  Others,  Assignees  of  Charles  EyANs,    a 

Bankrupt,  v.  Mitchell.  ^ 

1  ROVER,  to  recoyer  a  promissory  note  for  £1000,  dated  A  promiaMry 
24th  December,  1824,  made  by  one  Lens,  payable  on  de-  0^X0*"* 
mand,  with  interest,  to  the  bankrupt,  Charles  Eyans,  or  «;«»<>*»>«  ^*t- 

*  'eau  over-auei 

his  order.    The  first  count  was  upon  the  possession  of  the  «o  m  to  iffect 

bankrupt,  the  second  on  the  possession  of  the  plaintiffs  as  with  any  equi- 

assignees.— Pleas,  Ist,  not  guilty;  2ndly,  that  the  bank-  fnd^STmcre. 

rupt  was  not  possessed  of  the  note,  modo  et  formft :  Srdly,  \if^^j»  st  is 

-■^  '  '  J>    indorsed  a  num- 

tnat  the  note  was  not  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs  as  as-  ber  of  years 
signees,  modo  et  formft;  4thly,  that  before  the  supposed  andM interest 
conyersion,  and  before  the  bankruptcy,  to  wit,  on  the  12th  on  u^'foV'.JJi- 

ral  years  before 
(a)7M.&W.142.  meDj"**"*""" 
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Exeh.  ^PkoM,  of  March,  1886,  the  said  Charles  Evans  indorsed  and  de- 
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livered  the  said  note  to  one  Boyle,  who  afterwards,  to  wit, 
on  the  16th  of  January,  1888,  indorsed  and  delivered  the 
same  to  the  defendant,  bonft  fide,  and  for  a  good  and  valu- 
able consideration,  and  without  notice  of  any  right  or  title 
in  the  plaintiffs  as  assignees  of  the  said  Charles  Evans. 
Verification. — ^The  plaintiff  joined  issue  on  the  first  three 
pleas,  and  for  replication  to  the  last,  admitting  the  in- 
dorsement and  delivery  in  fact  by  Evans  to  Boyle,  and  by 
Boyle  to  the  defendant,  traversed  the  allegation  that  the 
indorsement  and  delivery  by  Boyle  to  the  defendant  was 
bonft  fide,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  without 
notice  of  any  right  or  title  of  the  plaintiffs  as  assignees. 
Issue  thereon. 

At  the  trial,  before  Wightman,  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool 
assizes,  the  following  facts  appeared.  The  bankrupt,  Evans, 
who  had  been  a  banker  in  Manchester,  having  advanced 
to  Lens,  who  was  his  foster  brother,  the  sum  of  iSlOOO, 
received  from  him,  as  a  security  for  its  repayment,  the 
promissory  note  in  question,  which  bore  date  the  24th  of 
December,  1824.    Evans  had  debited  Lens  in  account 
with  the  interest  half-yearly,  down  to  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1885.    On  the  12th  of  March,  1886,  Evans  indorsed 
the  note  to  Boyle,  and,  as  the  plaintiffs  alleged  and  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  without  any  consideration.   In  August 
of  the  same  year,  Evans  became  a  bankrupt.    On  the  16th 
January,  1888,  Boyle  indorsed  and  delivered  the  note  to 
the  defendant,  and  in  the  March  following  himself  became 
bankrupt.    A  dividend  of  5^.  6d.  in  the  poimd  was  paid 
under  the  fiat  against  Evans,  and  of  4^.  6d.  in  the  poimd 
under  that  against  Boyle;  but  no  mention  was  made  of' 
the  note  in  question  until  June,  1889,  when  the  defend- 
ant made  application  to  Lens,  the  maker,  for  payment  of 
interest  upon  it;  and,  on  Lens's  death  in  the  following 
August,  the  defendant  commenced  an  action  against  his 
widow,  to  recover  the  amount  of  it.    Upon  these  fieusts,  the 
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learned  judge  directed  the  jury  to  consider,  whether  the  Ext^  ff  Phot, 


note  was  indorsed  by  Evans  to  Boyle  before  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  Evans ;  and  if  it  was  so  indorsed,  whether  Royle 
gave  a  valliable  consideration  for  the  indorsement;  and  if 
he  did  not,  whether  the  defendant  gave  value  for  the  note 
to  Boyle,  without  knowledge  that  Boyle  had  given  no 
value  to  Evans.  The  jury  found,  that  the  note  was  in- 
dorsed to  Boyle  by  Evans  before  his  bankruptcy,  and  that 
the  defendant  gave  value  for  it  to  Boyle ;  and  as  to  the 
question  whether  Boyle  gave  value  for  it,  they  sidd  there 
was  no  sufficient  evidence  to  the  contrary.  The  learned 
judge  thereupon  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.' 

Wariky  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of 
misdirection. — ^The  finding  of  the  jury  is  incomplete,  for 
they  have  not  found  in  terms  that  Boyle  gave  any  con- 
sideration for  the  note;  and  all  the  evidence  given  in  the 
cause  went  to  shew  that  he  gave  none.  That  being  as- 
sumed to  be  the  case,  if  the  note  was  overdue  when  it 
came  to  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  he  could  have  no 
better  title  than  Boyle,  and  no  right  to  retain  the  note  as 
against  the  assignees  of  Evans.  Now,  the  note  was  over- 
due when  it  came  to  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  for  it 
was  a  note  made  in  the  year  1824,  payable  on  demand,  on 
which  it  appeared  no  interest  had  been  paid  for  three  years; 
and  under  these  circumstances,  the  demand  of  payment 
by  the  defendant  was  not  made  within  a  reasonable  time. 
The  rule  is  laid  down  in  Bayley  on  Bills,  p.  232,  (5th  edit.), 
that ''  a  bill  or  note,  payable  on  demand,  must  not  be  kept 
locked  up ;  if  it  be,  the  loss  will  fall  upon  the  holder.^' 
\Parke,  B. — ^The  author  is  speaking  there  of  the  liability 
of  collateral  parties.  The  case  of  a  cheque  is  quite  difierent 
from  that  of  a  promissory  note.  A  cheque  ought  to  be 
presented  speedily;  but  a  promissory  note  payable  on  de- 
mand circulates  for  years.]  The  foundation  of  the  rule 
just  referred  to  is,  that  the  delay  in  presentment  raises  an 

VOL.  IX.  c  M. w. 
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who  takes  the  instrument  under  such  circumstances  upon 
his  guard;  Bayley  on  Bills,  157;  Taylor  v.  Mather  {a). 
That  applies  equally  to  a  note  payable  on  demand  as  to 
any  other  negotiable  instrument.  A  party  taking  a  note 
under  such  circumstances,  takes  it  subject  to  the  same 
consequences  aa  a  party  who  takes  an  overdue  note  pay- 
able after  date.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  non-payment  of  interest 
for  three  years  was  the  only  circiunstance  tending  to  have 
put  the  defendant  upon  his  guard,  because  a  promissory 
note  payable  on  demand  is  current  for  any  length  of 
time.]  It  is  settled  law,  that  a  note  payable  on  demand 
is  payable  immediately;  and  therefore  that  the  Statute  of 
Limitations  runs  upon  it  from  the  date  of  the  note,  and  not 
from  the  time  of  the  demand;  Christie  y.  Fan8ick{b), 
Borough  v.  White  (c)  shews,  indeed,  that  a  note  payable  on 
demand  cannot  be  considered  as  overdue  at  the  time  of 
the  indorsement  of  it;  but  this  case  goes  much  further, 
since  here  the  note  was  made  in  1824,  and  no  demand  of 
interest,  or  of  payment  of  the  principal,  was  made  by  any 
party  from  1885  till  1839. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  cannot  assent  to  the  arguments  urged  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiffs.  If  a  promissory  note  payable  on 
demand  is,  after  a  certain  time,  to  be  treated  as  overdue, 
although  payment  has  not  been  demanded,  it  is  no  longer 
a  negotiable  instrument.  But  a  promissory  note  payable 
on  demand  is  intended  to  be  a  continuing  security.  It  is 
quite  unlike  the  case  of  a  cheque,  which  is  intended  to  be 
presented  speedily. 

The  rest  of  the  Court  concurred,  and  on  this  ground  the 
rule  was,  therefore, 

Refused. 

(fl)  3  T.  R.  83,  n.  {h)  1  Selw.  N.  P.  141. 

(c)  4  B.  &  C.  325;  6  D.  &  R.  379. 
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Bxeh.  9/  Pkat, 
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Jones  v.  Dowle.  — v— ^ 

-pv  Nov,  8. 

UETINUE  for  a  picture.     Pleas :  first,  that  the  chattel  Under  the  plea 

in  the  declaration  mentioned  was  not  the  property  of  the  the  pU'mtiffis' 

pkintiff ;  secondly,  non  detinet.  :eJdtVn /roof 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middle-  that  the  defend- 

^     '  '  ant  baa  not  re- 

sex  sittings  after  last  term,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  turned  the 
had  bought  the  picture  in  question  at  a  sale  by  auction,  at  plaintiff  on  de- 
which  the  defendant  was  the  auctioneer,  and  had  paid  down  ^^fo^giV  afu. 
a  deposit  to  the  defendant's  clerk,  who  took  down  his  name  ▼©"d  it,  under 

a  tupposed  con- 

as  the  purchaser.    The  defendant,  however,  understood  tract  of  sale,  to 

that  he  had  sold  it  to  one  Clift ;  and  accordingly  entered  *  '^*'^  ''*'*^' 

Clift's  name  as  the  purchaser,  and  delivered  the  picture  to 

him  on  payment  of  the  price.    The  plaintiff  demanded  it 

from  CUft,  who  refused  to  give  it  up;  whereupon  this 

action  was  brought.    It  was  objected  for  the  defendant, 

that  the  action  could  not  be  maintained,  the  picture  not 

being  in  the  possession  or  control  of  the  defendant.     The 

Lord  Chief  Baron  overruled  the  objection;   and  having 

left  it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  plaintiff  was  really  the 

purchaser,  they  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  damages 

£3,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter 

a  nonsuit. 


Peiersdorff  now  moved  accordingly.  In  order  to  main* 
tain  this  action,  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  shew  that  the 
chattel  in  question  was  in  the  possession  or  custody  of  the 
defendant,  or  of  an  agent  over  whom  he  could  exercise 
control,  at  the  time  of  action  brought.  Here  it  had  been 
delivered  to  a  third  party,  in  pursuance  of  a  supposed  con- 
tract of  sale.  The  detention  necessary  to  support  an  action 
of  detinue  is  not  to  be  interpreted  in  the  same  sense  as  a 
eofwersion  in  trover.  [Parke,  B. — The  evidence  of  the 
detention  is,  that  the  defendant  does  not  return  the  chat- 
tel when  demanded.]     That  is  because  he  has  parted  with 

c2 
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Exek.  ef  pieaa,  it  to  another,  over  whom  he  had  no  control.     [Parke,  B. — 
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104  *  That  was  his  own  fault.  It  is  laid  down  in  Comyns'  Di- 
gest^ Detinue  (A)^  that  the  action  of  detinue  lies^  ''though 
the  defendant  quitted  the  possession  before  the  action 
brought^  by  delivery  of  the  goods  to  another/'  and 
Brooke's  Abridgment^  Detinue,  1, 2,  88,  34, 40,  is  cited  in 
support  of  the  position.]  That  may  mean  where  he  has 
merely  parted  with  the  physical  custody  of  the  goods. 

Parke,  B. — ^There  will  be  no  rule  in  this  case.  Detinue 
does  not  lie  against  him  who  never  had  possession  of  the 
chattel,  but  it  does  against  him  who  once  had,  but  has  im- 
properly parted  with  the  possession  of  it. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

Rule  reAised. 


^ov.  11.  FbWSTBR  V,  BOOOETT. 

inanaeHonof  JVNOWLES  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the 

debt,  in  which     ,,     ^,  ..,.  ,,,  «  .,^ 

the  writ  of  Masters  taxation  m  this  case  should  not  be  reviewed.  It 
indirt^for"  ^^  ^^  action  of  debt.  The  writ  of  summons  was  indorsed 
£57,  the  de.     fop  57/.  28.  Id.     The  defendant  pleaded,  as  to  all  but 

fendant  plead-  '^  ' 

ed,  utoaiibut  19/.  12tf.  S^f.,  payment;  as  to  that  sum,  payment  into 

aatothTSip/  Court.    At  the  trial  before  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  at  the 

£ou^"*At?hc  ^^*  ^®*  Assizes,  the  defendant  proved  payment  of  the 

trial  he  proved  difference  between  the  above  sums ;  but  it  appearing  that 

payment  to  the  x-jt  o 

plaintiff  of  all  a  sum  of  £18  had  been  paid  after  the  commencement  of  the 
yondthe  jfi9:  &ction,  the  learned  judge  directed  a  verdict  to  be  entered 
?haVl  .urn  o7*  ^^^  **^®  plaintiff  for  nominal  damages.  The  plaintiff's  coun- 
£13  wa<  paid     gel  then  applied  to  his  lordship  to  certify  that  it  was  a  fit 

after  action 
brought.    The 

Terdlct  was  thereupon  entered  for  £13,  the  plaintiff  undertaking  to  sue  out  execution  for  the 
costs  only : — Held,  that  theplaintiff  was  entitled  to  costs  to  be  taxed  on  the  scale  applicable  to 
'  a  recovery  of  a  sum  above  £20. 
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cause  to  be  tried  at  the  Assizes,  but  he  refused  the  appli-  Bxeh,  of  Pieat, 

1841 
cation.  On  the  following  day^  the  plamtifiTs  counsel  ap- 
plied to  have  the  verdict  entered  for  £18,  undertaking  not 
to  issue  execution  for  the  debt^  but  only  for  the  costs. 
This  was  done,  and  the  plaintifPs  undertaking  was  in*- 
dorsed  on  the  Nisi  Frius  record.  The  Master,  on  taxation, 
taxed  the  plaintiff  his  costs  on  the  scale  applicable  to  ver- 
dicts for  a  sum  above  £20. 

Knowles  now  contended,  that  although  in  strictness  the 
plaintiff  might  be  entitled  to  a  verdict  for  the  JEIS,  yet  as 
he  was  bound  by  his  undertaking  not  to  issue  execution 
for  any  part  of  that  sum,  but  for  the  costs  only,  the  sum 
really  recovered  in  the  action  was  only  the  J619  paid  into 
Court,  and  the  costs  ought,  therefore,  to  be  taxed  on  the 
reduced  scale.  He  referred  to  Savage  v.  LyMcome{a), 
mAfFanenY.Sfniih{b). 

Pa&kb,  B. — ^This  is  not  a  case  within  the  meaning  of 
the  directions  to  the  officers  to  tax  the  costs  on  the  re- 
duced scale  applicable  where  the  verdict  recovered  is  un- 
der £20.  In  the  present  case,  the  sum  really  recovered 
is  the  j613  paid  after  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and 
the  £19  paid  into  Court.  The  plaintiff,  therefore,  recovers 
£32. 

Knawles  then  urged  that  the  Judge  had  no  power  to 
cause  the  verdict  to  be  altered  after  it  had  once  been  re- 
corded and  the  jury  discharged. 

Pares,  B. — ^Then  you  will  only  put  the  other  side  to  a 
cross  motion ;  for  the  Court  would  take  care  that  justice 
should  be  done.    You  had  better  take  no  rule. 

iivle  refused, 
(a)  5  DowL  P.  C.  385.  (6)  3  M.  &  W.  138. 
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Bgek,  of  Pleat, 
1841. 

Nov.  11.  Kenbick  v.  Davies. 

An  affidavit  to  XiUSH  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  Judge's 

sutingthede-  Order  obtained  in  this  cause  for  the  issuing  of  a  capias 

[ndebted^^to^he  <^g^^^  ^^^  defendant  should  not  be  set  aside^  on  the 

plaintiff  in  ^22  grouud  of  the  alleged  insufficiency  of  the  affidavit  on  which 

"on  the  balance    ,  o  # 

of  an  account  it  was  obtained.     The  affidavit  stated,  that  the  defendant 

an'/deiivmd  ^^  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  £22,  "  on  the 

to  the  difendf  ^^lance  of  an  account  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  by  the 

ant:"— ffew  plaintiff  to  the  defendant.''  He  contended,  that  it  ought  to 

sufficient,  with-    ^  ,     ,        .  11  1 

out  suting  that  havc  stated  that  it  was  an  account  stated  between  the  par- 
couM  stated'  ^^^^>  ^^^  dit^  JofMS  V.  CoUius  {a),  where  an  affidavit,  stating 
between  the       n^^f^  |jhg  defendant  was  indebted  ''upon  and  for  the  ba- 

parties.  ^ 

lance  of  an  account  between  [not  saying  "  stated  be- 
tween"] the  plaintiff  and  defendant/'  was  held  insufficient. 
[Parke,  B. — That  is  not  necessary  here,  because  the  affi- 
davit states  that  the  balance  of  the  account  was  for  goods 
sold  and  delivered.  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^In  the  case  you 
cite,  no  consideration  was  stated;  here  the  affidavit  states 
the  consideration  to  have  been  goods  sold  and  delivered.] 

Per  Curiam, 

Rule  refused. 


(a)  6  Dowl.  P,  C.  526. 
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Nov.  11. 


Elliott  and  Others,  Executrix  and  Executors,  v,  Elliott 
and  Another. 

iVsSUMPSIT  for  money  had  and  received  by  the  de-  A  testator  be- 
fendants  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs  as  executrix  and  exe-  ^^Tmom  hu 
caters,  and  on  an  account  stated  with  them  as  such.  Plea,  ^n^^tSW 
non  assumpserunt.     At  the  trial  before  Lord  Detiman,  with  all  fiz- 

_,_.  __         -^.         ..         *«  »#.ii.         tures,  imple- 

C.  J.^  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  for  Surrey,  the  following  menta,  tools, 
fecU  appeared:-  '^^tZi, 

The  plaintifis'  testator,  who  was  a  coach-maker  in  the  «nd  eyery  thing 

'  '  appertaining  to 

Westminster  Road,  had  received  an  order  for  a  chariot,  his  trade  in 
which,  at  the  time  of  his  deaths  on  the  13th  January  factories.    At 
1838,  was  on  his  premises,  and  was  still,  as  the  defendants  dMth°ao[iTi- 
alleged,  in  an  unfinished  state.  By  his  will,  he  bequeathed  •5«^^"  *"  ^^^ 

^  '  '  ^  of  the  manu- 

to  his  two  sons,  the  defendants,  his  two  carriage  manufac-  factories,  unfi- 
tories,  ''with  all  fixtures,  implements,  tools,  stock,  joh-  was  being  built 
carriages,  harness,  and  every  thing  appertaining  to  his  ^^^cJj^^^^ 
trade  or  business  in  the  said  mapufactories,  excepting  book  question  arose 
debts;''  and  the  residue  of  his  effects  he  divided  equally  executors  and 
amongst  his  five  children.  On  the  7th  February,  1888,  the  [J^/^^j^  ^^: 
plaintiffs  took  out  probate  of  his  will;  and  a  difference  ^  ^!^*^'"^*** 
arising  between  them  and  the  defendants,  as  to  whether  quest;  and  the 
the  chariot  in  question  could  be  considered  "  stock,''  with-  thHegacy^duty 
in  the  terms  of  the  above  bequest,  the  plaintiffs  made  the  but^innwed  * 
following  entries  in  the  legacy  receipt: — "  Stephen  Frede-  the  following 

memorandum 

rick  Elliott  and  Joseph  Elliott,  sons;" — ''  Stock  in  trade,  to  the  legacy 
and  part  residue,  in  which  five  children  are  interested^  dis^reement 
2833/.  10*."—"  A  disagreement  arising  between  the  said  "^/I^Jg^^^^T* 
Stephen  Frederick  and  Joseph,  and  the  executors,  as  to  and  theexecu. 
whether  the  whole  of  this  item  belongs  to  the  said  sons,  or  ther  the  whole* 
part  to  the  residue,  the  executors  desire  to  pay  the  duty  on  j*™"to*the^*' 

said  sons,  or 
put  to  the  residue,  the  executors  desire  to  pay  the  duty  on  the  whole,  leaving  it  for  them  to  set- 
tle with  the  legatees  the  proportion  of  duty,  when  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  be  determined." 
The  sons  retained  possession  of  and  finished  the  carriage,  delivered  it  to  the  purchaser,  and 
received  the  price.  In  an  action  by  the  executors  against  them  for  money  had  and  received, 
commenced  two  years  afterwards : — Held,  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  assent 
by  the  executors  to  the  legacy  of  the  carriage  to  the  defendants. 
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the  proportion  of  dnty,  when  the  matter  in  dispnte  shall  ' 

be  determined/^  The  defendants  continued  to  carry  on  ' 
the  business  on  the  same  premises^  and  retained  the 
carriage  in  question,  and  (according  to  their  evidence) 
finished  it  at  their  own  expense,  delivered  it  to  the  pur- 
chaser in  March  or  April  1838,  and  received  the  price.  The 
question  to  which  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  at  the  trial, 
was  mainly  directed,  was  whether  the  carriage  was  injact 
in  such  an  unfinished  state,  at  the  time  of  the  testator^s 
death,  as  to  fall  within  the  description  of  **  stock,''  in  the 
bequest  to  the  defendants;  but  at  the  close  of  the  defend- 
ants' case,  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  contended  that  they  were 
at  all  events  entitled  to  recover,  there  being  no  evidence 
of  the  assent  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  bequest  of  the  carriage 
to  the  defendants;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  summing 
up  the  case,  addressed  the  jury  in  these  words: — "  Gren- 
tlemen,  do  you  see  any  assent  on  the  part  of  the  executors? 
I  do  not."  The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages 
£240. 

In  Easter  Term,  ChanneU,  Serjt.,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for 
a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection ;  against  which 

Thesiger  and  Gumey  shewed  cause. — ^The  direction  of  the 
learned  Judge  was  correct,  for  there  was  no  evidence  of 
assent  to  the  bequest  of  this  particular  carriage.  It  is  clear, 
firom  the  memorandum  on  the  legacy  receipt,  that  the  exe- 
cutors thought  it  formed  no  part  of  the  stock  in  trade, 
but  was  in  such  a  state  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death, 
that  the  property  in  it  had  passed  to  the  purchaser.  Thatx! 
memorandum  proves  non-assent,  because  it  shews  that  the 
plaintiffs  disputed  the  defendants'  title.  [Lord  Abinger, 
C.  B. — It  shews  that  their  assent  was  withheld  for  the 
present.]     The  Court  then  called  on 

Montagu  Chambers,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^The  learned 
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Judge  misdirected  the  jury,  in  stating  to  them  broadly,  Steh.  of  Pitrnt, 
that  there  was  no  evidence  of  assent.  He  ought  to  have 
informed  them  what  constituted,  in  point  of  law,  an  assent 
by  an  executor  to  a  bequestj  and  to  have  left  it  to  them  to 
say  whether  there  was  not  evidence  of  such  assent  in  the 
present  case.  It  is  quite  dear  there  was  an  assent  to  the 
specific  bequest  of  the  stock  in  trade  to  the  defendants, 
and  the  question  is,  whether  there  was  not  a  conditional 
assent  to  their  taking  the  carriage  in  question  as  part  of 
that  specific  bequest,  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  stock  in 
trade,  which  it  clearly  was.  If  there  be  an  assent  to  a  spe- 
cific bequest,  then,  if  an  article  come  fairly  within  the 
description  in  the  bequest,  that  binds  the  executor  as  to 
the  whole.  The  law  is  thus  laid  down  in  Comyns'  Digest, 
Administration  (C.  6) : — "  So  an  assent  to  take  part  as  re- 
dduaiy  legatee,  is  an  assent  to  take  the  whole  residue  as 
legatee.''  That  would  equally  apply  to  a  residue  consisting 
of  many  chattels  as  of  one.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^The 
meaning  of  that  is,  that  thereby  the  executor  admits  a  re- 
sidue; therefore  the  legatee  is  entitled  to  the  whole. 
Parke,  B. — ^It  is  an  assent  to  his  taking  it  as  part  of  the 
reiuhteJ]  Again,  the  conduct  of  the  executors,  in  permit- 
ting the  defendants  to  retain  possession  of  the  carriage  and 
receive  payment  for  it,  was  strong  evidence  of  an  assent  by 
them  to  the  bequest  of  it.  In  Shep.  Touch.  456,  it  is  said, 
— *^  Any  agreement  in  word  or  deed  will  suffice  to  make  an 
assent,  and  execute  a  devise.  Let  executors  take  heed, 
therefore ;  for  if  an  executor  do  but  agree  that  the  legatee 
of  a  term  of  years  of  land  shall  take  the  profits  there- 
of, and  that  but  for  a  time  only ;  or  say  to  the  l^atee, 
'  God  send  you  joy  of  it/  or,  *  I  intend  you  shall  have  it 
according  to  the  devise,'  or  the  like ;  this  is  a  good  assent 
to  the  legacy."  And  in  p.  457,  it  is  said — "  If  a  term  be 
devised  to  A.  for  life,  the  remainder  to  B.,  and  the  execu- 
tor assent  to  the  devise  of  A. ;  in  this  case,  this  is  a  good 
assent  to  the  devise  of  B.,  and  shall  execute  the  same  also. 
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Exeh.  of  PUoi,  whether  the  executor  have  assets  or  not/'  And  again— > 
icni.  «  j£  ^  ^^^  devise  the  occupation  of  a  book  or  any  other 
chattel  personal  to  J.  S.,  or  that  J.  S.  shall  have  the  occu- 
pation of  any  such  like  thing  during  his  life^  and  that  after 
his  decease  it  shall  go  to  J.  D.  for  ever^  and  the  executor 
deliver  the  thing  to  J.  S.;  it  seems  this  is  a  good  execution 
of  the  legacy  to  the  second  devisee,  J.  D."  In  Noel  v.  Bo» 
binson  (a),  wheare  the  defendant,  an  executor,  had  let  for  a 
term  of  years  an  estate  devised  to  the  plaintiff,  and  re- 
served rent  in  trust  for  him;  it  being  objected  that  there  was 
no  assent.  Lord  Nottingham  said, ''  It  did  tantamount  to  an 
assent,  and  being  a  lawful  act,  a  little  matter  will  be  taken 
for  an  assent/'  The  law  is  laid  down  in  similar  terms  in 
Cray  v.  WiUi8{b).  In  the  present  case,  it  was  not  disputed 
that  there  were  assets,  and  the  circumstances  shewed  that  it 
was  a  rightful  and  proper  act  for  the  executors  to  assent  to 
this  bequest. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — It  appears  to  me  that  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  right.  I  see  no  evi- 
dence of  assent  to  the  taking  of  this  particular  chattel  by 
the  defendants.  Putting  the  case  in  the  strongest  way  for 
them,  that  the  executors  had  assented  to  the  bequest  of 
the  stock,  they  yet  expressly  withheld  their  assent  as  to 
this  carriage,  supposing  that  it  did  not  form  part  of  the 
stock  in  trade,  or  at  least  wishing  for  time  to  make  up 
their  minds  whether  it  came  within  that  description  of 
property  or  not.  And  we  have  no  right  to  consider  whe- 
ther they  were  right  in  thus  withholding  their  assent  or 
not ;  that  is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  a  Court  of 
Equity,  on  a  bill  filed ;  but  the  legatee  can  maintain  no 
action  at  law  until  the  executor  has  assented  to  the  bequest. 
Here,  for  some  reason,  good  or  bad,  it  appears  that  the 
executors  had  withheld  their  assent;  and  they  had  a  right 

(a)  1  Vem.  90;  2  Ventr.  358.  (]b)  3  P.  Wms.  531. 


MICHAELHA8   TERM,   5  VICT.  27 

to  do  SO  nntil  compelled  by  a  competent  authority.    It  Exek.  of  puom, 
was  at  least  a  matter  of  some  doubt,  upon  the  evidence,  '  - 

whether  this  carriage  was  part  of  the  stock  in  trade  or  not,  //  j  Elliott 
^dupon  that  doubt  the  executoris' had  a  right  to  withhold// ;  Elliott, 
^ir  assent.    Whether  there  has  been  an  assent  or  not|'  ' 
may  involve  matter  of  law,  but  it  is  generally  a  question 
of  fact.    The  cases  cited  by  Mr.  Chambers  are  of  the 
former  kind :  as  where  an  executor  assents  to  a  taking  by 
one  of  several  legatees  of  one  specific  thing,  that  being  a 
parting  with  his  interest  in  the  chattel  altogether.    But 
this  is  the  case  of  a  bequest  consisting  of  a  number  of  chat- 
tels, and  the  executors  have  a  right  to  determine,  before 
giving  their  assent,  whether  any  particular  chattel  falls 
within  the  same  dass  or  not.    I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
jury  were  right  in  the  conclusion  to  which  they  came 
under  the  direction  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  that 
this  role  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Pabke,  6. — ^I  entirely  concur  in  thinking  that  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  was  right  in  saying  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  assent  in  this  case;  for  the  facts,  when  rightly 
understood,  so  far  from  proving  assent,  clearly  prove  dis- 
sent on  the  part  of  the  executors.     If  the  only  question  / 
were  i^ Wl^  thl?  carrifigfi  waa-  ..stQck^in  trade^  J..*^?      /  /  ' 
strongly  disposed  to  think  it  was.     But  an  assent  to  one      { '  / 
article  faUing  within  the  description  of  stock  in  trade  was  j 
not  necessarily  an  assent  as  to  all;  and  the  executors  were 
not  likely  to  have  given  their  assent  to  the  bequest  of  this 
particular  chattel,  when  they  entertained  a  doubt  whether 
it  proved  part  of  the  testator's  stock  in  trade.    The  case  of 
the  bequest  of  a  term  of  years,  or  of  one  specific  chattel,  is 
altogether  differont.    In  that  case,  no  doubt,  an  assent  to 
the  estate  of  a  legatee  for  life  is  an  assent  to  him  in  re- 
mainder.    So,  an  assent  to  take  part  as  residuary  legatee 
is  an  assent  to  take  the  whole,  because  it  admits  that  thero 
is  a  residue,  and  that  the  debts  and  legacies,  which  alone 
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E*eh.  of  PUat,  cotdd  entitle  the  executor  to  withhold  his  assent^  are  paid. 
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The  position  which  has  been  cited  from  Sheppard's  Touch- 
stone requires  some  qualification.  The  law  is  correctly 
stated  in  Williams  on  Executors  {a),  that  a  conditional 
assent  is  sufficient  only  where  it  is  the  case  of  a  condition 
subsequent;  or  such  a  one  as  the  executor  had  no  authority 
to  annex  for  his  own  benefit.  It  is  unnecessary,  howeverj 
to  give  any  opinion  on  that  point :  the  only  question  here 
is,  whether  the  executors,  who  have  assented  to  the  bequest 
of  stock  in  trade,  have  therefore  assented  to  the  bequest  of 
this  particular  chattel,  not  as  a  part  of  one  entire  thing, 
but  on  the  ground  of  its  being  one  of  numerous  chattels 
constituting  stock  in  trade.  Undoubtedly  they  are  not 
obliged  to  assent  as  to  all,  but  may  withhold  their  assent 
as  to  part :  and  here  it  is  dear  that,  doubting  whether  this 
carriage  was  part  of  the  stock,  they  refused  to  assent  as  to 
it.  They  are  therefore  entitled  to  recover  it  in  trover, 
seeing  that  it  never  vested  in  the  legatees. 

GuBNBY,  B.,  conciirred. 

RoLFE,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  There  is  a  clear 
distinction  between  the  effect  of  an  assent  by  an  executor 
as  to  one  out  of  several  chattels,  and  an  assent  to  the 
bequest  of  a  term  of  years^  If  he  assent  to  the  tenant  for 
life  taking,  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  that  it  should 
not  be  an  assent  to  him  in  remainder;  that  the  executor 
should  have  it  in  his  power  afterwards  to  take  and  sell  the 
reversion  for  payment  of  the  testator's  debts,  would  be  an 
act  of  great  injustice.  But  the  case  is  totally  different  as 
to  the  bequest  of  a  number  of  articles,  as  stock  in  trade,  or 
plate :  there  an  executor  may  properly  withhold  his  assent 
as  to  some,  because  he  may  want  them,  and  want  them 
rightfuUy,  for  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  testator. 

Rule  discharged, 
(a)  Vol.  2,  pp.  1089,  1090,  3rd  edit. 
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E*ek.  ef  Pleag, 
1841. 

BbADSHAW  V.  BbADSHAW.  J^0iy,  11, 

jnLSSUMPSIT  for  money  paid,  money  had  and  received.  The  pimindir, 
and  on  an  account  stated.     Plea,  non  assumpsit.     At  the  pro^LTrto ?u 
trial  before  Lord  Abrnger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  Sittings  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 
after  Easter  Term,  the  following  facts  appeared : —  rition  of  io«.  in 

f  -o  rr  the  pound,  to 

The  plaintiff,  beiog  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  pro-  be  secured  by 
posed  to  his  creditors  to  pay  them  a  composition  of  10s.  in  ah  thTCTedl^'' 
the  pound,  to  be  secured  by  his  acceptances,  pajrable  in  |®"  •greed  to 
three  instalments.  All  the  creditors  agreed  to  sign  a  com-  ment  except  the 
position  agreement  to  this  effect,  except  the  defendant,  refuted  to' eze- 
who  was  a  creditor  for  the  sum  of  559/.  16*.  8rf.,  and  he  ^e«*Il*,2^; 
refused  to  execute  the  agreement,  unless  he  were  paid  the  were  paid  the 

additional 

additional  sum  of  23.  in  the  pound  upon  the  amount  of  his  sum  of  2«.  in 
debt.  The  party  who  conducted  the  negotiation  on  behalf  \^^  ^^  ^^ 
of  the  plaintiff  thereupon  gave  the  defendant  a  cheque  for  ^^^^^  ^^^  *^»* 

■^  .  amount  waa 

55/.  199.  Sd.  (the  amount  of  2s.  in  the  pound  on  his  debt),  accordingly 
drawn  by  one  Waite,  the  father-in-law  of  the  plaintiff,  nUt°onofthe^ 
without  the  plaintiff's  knowledge:  and  the  defendant  then  SS[^?if^j2LV 
signed  the  agreement,  and  received  from  the  plaintiff  three  {*^'"  ^"^Tl 
bOls  of  exchange  for  91/.  lis.  lOd.  each,  for  the  amount  then  signed  the 
of  his  composition ;  after  which  he  executed  an  uncondi-  ^f^^'from" 
tional  release  to  the  plaintiff.  It  was  opened  for  the  plain-  l^epto^fw 
tiff  at  the  trial,  that  the  bills  given  to  the  defendant  were,  *>>«  ^^'  compo- 

.  aition.    Seuble, 

at  the  time  of  their  maturity,  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  that,  under 
third  parties  as  indorsees,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  paid  ^J^T' 
the  amount  of  them  to  the  holders  out  of  his  own  funds,  p'**"**^*  *^^« 

were  compelled 

The  plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  recover  back  the  sum  to  pay  the  biiii 

of  55/.  19s.  Sd.,  and  rested  his  claim  on  two  grounds ;  first,  bonA  fide  in-^ 

that  the  advance  of  that  sum  by  Waite,  on  behalf  of  the  Ihom  Aeyhad 

plaintiff,  to  the  defendant,  was  without  consideration:  and  ^^  tranafer- 

red  by  the  de- 

secondly,  that  as  the  defendant  had  received  not  only  that  fendant  for 
money  frt>m  Waite,  but  also  the  value  of  the  composition  r^over™  uk 

firoro  the  de- 
fendant the 
ezceM  received  by  him  beyond  the  amount  of  the  composition. 
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Mxeh.  9f  Pieoi,  negotiated  by  him^  and  paid  when  due  by  the  plaintiff^  he 
*^''  had  thus  received  more  than  the  amount  of  the  agreed 
composition^  and  the  overplus  might  be  recovered  back  by 
the  plaintiff.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron^  adverting  to  the 
first  pointy  (which  had  been  most  prominently  made), 
thought  that,  as  the  money  had  been  paid  by  Waite  to  the 
defendant  without  the  privity  of  the  plaintiff,  the  latter 
had  no  right  to  recover  it  back,  and  accordingly  directed 
a  nonsuit. 

In  Trinity  Term,  Erie  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
the  nonsuit  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  a  new  trial  had; 
against  which 

TTieriffer  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  case  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff  is  put  in  two  ways :  first,  that  the  payment  of  the 
55/.  I9s,  Sd.  by  Waite  to  the  defendant  was  in  fact  a  pay- 
ment by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  agreement  whereon  it 
was  paid  being  fraudulent,  he  is  entitled  to  recover  it  back: 
or  secondly,  that  the  surplus  received  by  the  defendant 
beyond  the  composition  of  10».  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
recoverable  as  money  had  and  received  to  the  plaintiff's 
use.  With  respect  to  the  first  ground,  it  is  clear  that  the 
money  was  paid  by  Waite  without  the  plaintiff's  knowledge; 
it  was  in  fact  Waiters  money  and  not  the  plaintiff's :  and 
as  Waite  could  not  have  recovered  it  back,  it  being  a 
voluntary  payment  by  him,  and  he  being  in  pari  delicto 
with  the  defendant,  so  neither  could  the  plaintiff,  by  as- 
suming himself  to  be  the  debtor  of  the  defendant,  give 
himself  a  title  to  recover  which  Waite  had  not.  With 
regard  to  the  second  ground  of  objection,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary on  the  present  occasion  to  question  the  cases  which 
have  established  that  any  private  arrangement,  where- 
by one  creditor  is  to  receive  a  greater  benefit  than  the 
others,  as  an  inducement  to  sign  a  composition  deed,  is  a 
fraud  on  the  other  creditors,  and  void :  Cockshott  v.  Ben- 


MICHAELMAS  TERM^   5  VICT.  31 

nett{a),  Siekunan  v.  Magmts{b),  Lcuhm  v.  Janes  {e).    But  ^BmA.  o/PieoM, 
here  the  debtor  is  attempting  to  recover  back  money  which  ^  '  ^ 

has  been  actually  paid  to  the  creditor.  In  Knight  y.  Braosraw 
Hunt  {d)^  the  creditor  was  seeking  to  enforce  the  composi-  Beamhaw. 
tion^  after  receiving  the  surplus  under  the  fraudulent  agree* 
ment;  which  distinguishes  that  case  from  the  present. 
The  case  of  Ward  v.  Bird  {e)  appears  most  to  resemble  the 
present.  There  the  defendant,  who  was  a  creditor  of  the 
plaintiff,  stipulated,  by  a  composition  deed,  that  his  debt 
riiould  be  paid  at  &.  in  the  pound  by  promissory  notes; 
and  after  the  execution  of  the  deed,  obtained  payment 
from  the  plaintiff  in  fall :  and  it  was  held,  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  back  the  difference  between  the  full 
amount  of  the  defendant's  debt  and  the  composition, 
without  proving  that  the  composition  notes  had  been  paid, 
or  giving  some  evidence  equivalent  to  such  proof.  [Parke, 
B. — ^That  case  is  very  inaccurately  reported.  The  money 
sought  to  be  recovered  back  had  been  paid  in  settlement 
of  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  himself.]  The  case  of  Tkamer 
V.  Hoole  (/)  is  there  referred  to  as  an  authority.  There 
a  creditor,  after  having  signed  a  composition  deed,  induced 
the  debtor  to  give  him  biUs  of  exchange  for  the  full  amount 
ot  his  debt,  bearing  date  the  day  before  the  composition 
deed;  and,  after  receiving  one  instalment,  sued  the  debtor 
on  the  bills,  and  recovered  the  amount,  minus  the  instal- 
ment paid.  Lord  Tenierden  ruled,  that  the  debtor  might 
maintain  an  action  for  money  had  and  received  against 
the  creditor,  to  recover  back  the  difference  between  the 
full  amount  of  the  debt  and  the  amount  of  the  composi- 
tion. That  case  would  certainly  appear  to  be  an  authority 
against  the  present  defendant,  but  for  the  circumstance 
that  the  report  cannot  be  relied  on,  since  it  states  the 


(o)  2  T.  R.  763.  (rf)  5  Bing.  432;  3  M.  &  P.  IS. 

(h)  1 1  Ea•^  390.  (e)  5  C.  &  P.  229. 

(c)  4  B.  &  C.  606 ;  6  D.  &  R.  667.  (/)  Dowl.  &  Ry .  N.  P.  C.  27. 
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BsceK^  Pleas,  ^reement  for  payment  in  full  to  the  defendant  to  have 
been  made  qfter  the  signing  of  the  composition  deed,  in 
which  case  it  would  not  be  fraudulent  at  all.  And  in  Wil- 
son V.  Ray  (a),  Lord  DenmaUj  C.  J.^  remarking  on  the  case 
of  Ikamer  v.  Hookf  says,  ''  Lord  Tenierden,  in  deciding 
that  case,  was  not  reminded  of  another  principle  of  at  least 
equal  importance,  which  was  established  in  Marrioi  y. 
Hampton  (i),  that  what  a  party  recovers  firom  another  by 
legal  process,  without  fraud,  the  loser  shall  never  recover 
back  by  virtue  of  any  facts  which  could  have  availed  him 
in  the  former  proceeding/^  Smith  v.  Cuff{c)  will  no 
doubt  be  relied  on  for  the  plaintiff.  But  there  one  of  the 
promissory  notes  given  by  the  plaintiff,  the  debtor,  had 
been  negotiated  by  the  defendant,  and  payment  had  been 
enforced  against  the  plaintiff  by  the  holder.  That,  there- 
fore, was  a  payment  by  compulsion,  and  it  was  not  a  case 
of  par  delictum.  \Parke,  B. — ^It  is  most  probable  that 
Turner  v.  Hoole  was  a  case  of  the  same  description,  and 
that  the  defendant  had  enforced  payment  of  the  bills 
against  the  plaintiff,  by  putting  them  into  the  hands  of  an 
indorsee.]  Li  Alaager  v.  Spalding  {d),  which  was  a  deci- 
sion on  the  same  ground,  it  is  admitted  arguendo  that 
Smith  V.  Cvjf  is  not  distinguishable  from  Turner  v.  Hoole. 
But  Wilson  V.  Ray  is  an  authority  for  the  defendant.  In 
that  case,  a  creditor  refused  to  sign  the  composition  deed 
without  receiving  a  bill  of  exchange  for  the  remainder  of 
his  debt,  which  the  debtor  gave  him,  and  he  then  signed 
the  deed;  and  the  debtor  having  afterwards  paid  the 
amount  of  the  bill  to  the  creditor,  it  was  held  that  this  was  a 
voluntary  payment,  and  that  the  amount  could  not  be  re- 
covered back  as  money  had  and  received.  In  the  present 
case,  it  is  not  the  creditor  who  is  seeking  to  enforce  the 


(a)  10  Ad.  &  Ell.  82;  2  P.  &  D.  (c)  6  M.  &  Sel.  160. 

253.  (d)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  407;  6  Scott, 

(b)  7  T.  R.  269.  204. 
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illegal  agreement,  but  the  debtor,  after  a  voluntary  payment  ^^^  rf  P'*«** 
according  to  the  agreementj  is  seeking  to  recover  back  the 
\ioney  so  paid.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^But  suppose  it 
turns  out  that  the  plaintiff  was  compelled  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  bills  to  the  holders?]  He  has  not  been 
compelled  to  pay,  nor  has  he  ever  paid,  this  money,  which 
he  now  seeks  to  recover  back.  In  Smith  v.  Citffl  and 
Ahager  v.  Spalding,  the  money  was  that  of  the  debtor 
himself.  lItolfe,B.,Te[eTredtoHowdenv.Haigh{a)J]  That 
also  was  the  case  of  a  creditor  seeking  to  enforce  the  ille- 
gal agreement.  Here  the  debtor,  who  is  the  paity  su- 
ing, has  only  paid  the  composition,  and  the  money  paid 
beyond  it  was  that  of  a  third  person.  [Bolfe,  B. — Sup- 
pose, after  Waite  paid  the  £55  to  the  defendant,  and  be- 
fore the  plaintiff  paid  any  thing,  he  had  discovered  the  trans- 
action, could  he  have  resisted  payment  of  his  acceptances?] 
No  doubt  Knight  v.  Hunt  and  Howden  v.  Haigh  are  au- 
thorities that  he  might.  But  how  can  the  payment  of  the 
bills  give  the  plaintiff  a  right  of  action  for  this  money? 
He  has  paid  no  more  than  he  ought  to  pay,  and,  if  he 
recovers  in  this  action,  he  will  have  paid  nothing. 

Erie  and  BramweU,  contra. — \^Parke,  B. — There  can  be 
no  question  as  to  the  first  point,  because  there  was  no 
payment  to  the  defendant  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  but 
directly  the  reverse,  and  no  ratification  by  the  plaintiff  could 
adopt  it.]  Then  as  to  the  other  point.  The  only  distinc- 
tion between  this  case  and  that  of  Smith  v.  Ctsffis,  that 
there  the  plaintiff  himself,  here  his  relative,  paid  the  sur- 
plus amount  beyond  the  composition.  But  the  foundation 
of  that  case  is,  that  the  notes  given  by  the  debtor  were 
void,  and  could  not  be  enforced  by  a  creditor;  and  if  the 
creditor  puts  them  into  circulation,  and  enables  a  third 
party  thereby  to  extort  from  the  debtor  the  money,  the 

(a)  n  Ad.  &  EIL  1033;  3  P.  &  D.  661. 
VOL.  IZ.  D  M.  W, 
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Exeh.  qf  Pleat,  payment  of  which  could  have  been  resisted  if  they  had 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  creditorj  as  against  him  the 
negotiation  of  them  is  void^  and  the  money  received  by^ 
him  is  money  had  and  received  to  theplaintiflPs  use.  The 
cases  of  Knight  v.  Hunt,  and  Leicester  v.  Rose,  are  clear 
authorities  to  shew  that  it  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  money  be  obtained  from  the  debtor^  or  from  a  third 
person :  in  either  case^  the  favoured  creditor  is  guilty  of 
an  extorsive  and  oppressive  fraud.  The  question  really  is, 
whether  the  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant was  void  altogether,  or  only  as  against  the  defend- 
ant. It  is  said  the  plaintiff  has  paid  no  more  than  he 
was  bound  to  pay ;  but  if  the  agreement  was  illegal  and 
void,  he  was  not  bound  to  pay  anything.  [Parke,  B. — 
Must  he  not  pay  the  original  debt  ?]  No ;  as  to  that,  the 
creditor  would  be  met  by  the  deed  of  release;  and  if  he 
alleges  that  it  is  void  as  being  in  pursuance  of  the  fraudu- 
lent agreement,  he  is  met  by  the  answer,  that  he  cannot 
take  advantage  of  his  own  fraud.  A  creditor  would  be  no 
loser  by  insisting  on  an  undue  preference,  if,  on  being  un- 
able to  retain  it,  he  were  remitted  to  his  original  rights. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  par  delictum :  the  debtor  is  under  op- 
pression, and  the  payment  by  him  upon  the  bills  is  not 
voluntary.  No  doubt,  however  void  the  transaction 
were,  if  the  money  were  paid  by  the  debtor  at  a  time  when 
he  might  have  resisted  the  payment,  he  cannot  recover  it 
back ;  but  here  the  payment  was  made  because  the  plain- 
tiff had  no  defence  against  the  holder  of  the  bills. 

Lord  Abinoea,  C.  B. — ^If  I  were  satisfied  that  the  whole 
of  the  points  essential  to  constitute  the  case  of  the  plain- 
tiff, upon  the  second  ground  which  has  been  taken  on  his 
behalf,  had  been  made  at  the  trial,  I  should  have  been 
sorry  to  expose  him  to  the  payment  of  any  costs.  But,  to 
enable  him  to  recover,  it  was  essential  for  him  to  shew, 
first,  that  the  bills  were  paid  by  him,  otherwise  non  constat 
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that  the  defendant  had  received  more  than  the  amount  of  his  Btek.  of  PUat, 
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composition;  and  secondly^  that  when  they  were  so  paid^ 

they  were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant;  because,  if 
they  were,  they  were  paid  voluntarily,  and  the  case  would 
fiJl  within  the  authority  of  Wiban  v.  Ray.  And  further, 
he  must  have  shewn  also  that  they  were  paid  by  him;  if 
they  were  paid  by  his  surety,  I  do  not  see  how  he  could 
convert  the  defendant's  supposed  fraud  into  the  means  of 
'  getting  into  his  own  pocket  money  which  he  could  not 
otherwise  have  got.  It  must  be  his  money — ^money  had 
and  received  to  his  use.  He  must,  therefore,  prove  that 
the  bills  were  in  the  hands  of  third  persons,  so  that  he  had 
no  defence  to  their  claim ;  and  that  they  were  paid  out  of 
his  own  funds.  If  either  of  these  facts  failed  in  proof,  then 
he  would  not  be  entitled  to  recover.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  cause  must  go  down  to  a  new  trial,  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  plaintiff  of  ascertaining  these  facts,  and 
to  the  defendant  of  setting  up  any  case  he  may  have  to 
meet  them.  With  regard  to  the  costs,  we  think  that  if  the 
defendant  succeeds,  he  should  have  the  costs  of  both  trials, 
but  that  if  the  plaintiff  succeeds,  he  should  not  have  the 
costs  of  the  first  trial.  The  rule  will  therefore  be  abso- 
lute for  a  new  trial — ^the  costs  to  abide  the  event.  I  may 
add,  that  it  forms  a  part  of  my  consideration  of  the  case, 
that  the  release  given  by  the  defendant  is  not  in  the  ordi- 
nary form,  a  conditional  one,  but  an  absolute  one,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  composition  being  secured  to  the  creditors 
by  the  sureties. 

Parke,  B. — It  is  dear  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  have 
recovered  on  the  first  ground  taken  at  the  trial,  because 
the  money  paid  by  Waite  to  the  defendant  was  not  money 
had  and  received  to  his  use ;  the  payment  was  not  with  the 
plaintiff's  money,  but  on  the  contrary,  was  to  be  kept 
secret  firom  him.  As  to  the  other  point,  the  question  is,  in 
what  situation  the  plaintiff  will  be,  if  it  turn  out  that  the 

j>2 
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Sxek,  rf  PUoit  payment  was  made  by  him  involuntarilyj  out  of  his  own 

'  ^    fonds,  and  in  discharge  of  a  bonft  fide  claim.    That  raises 

bhaoshaw     a  very  important  question^  on  which  it  will  probably  be- 

Braosbaw.    come  necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Court;  but  the 

case  is  not  yet  ripe  for  that  decision. 

OuBNEY^  B.^  and  Rolfe,  B.^  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 


2^09. 11.  Bill  v.  Bament. 

The  defendant  A.SSUMPSIT  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  on  an 
ona?  uJe*dS  account  stated.  Plea,  non  assumpsit.  At  the  trial  before 
credere  mgent  of  Lord  Abinger,  C.B.,  at  the  London  sittings  after  Trinity 

thepluntiff,ftt     ^  ,     ^.  „       .      '  , 

a  stipulated  Term,  the  following  facts  appeared : — 
pai?for  on  de-  Th®  defendant  ordered  of  one  Harvey,  who  was  an  agent 
recehriii"nodcc  ®^  ^®  plaintiff  under  a  del  credere  commission,  a  quantity 
that  the  goods  of  goods,  including  twenty  dozen  hair-brushes  and  twelve 
H.'s  warehouse,  dozcn  dothcs-brushes,  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery,  at  a  sti- 
SrectSriTboy*  P^latcd  price;  but  no  memorandum  in  writing  of  the 
whom  he  saw     bargain  was  made  at  the  time.     On  receiving  notice  from 

there  to  put  a  ®  .   ^ 

certain  mark  on  Harvcy  that  the  brushes  had  arrived  at  his  warehouse, 

the  defendant's  the  defendant,  on  the  22nd  of  March  last,  went  there, 

MfvTthe  goods  *"^^  directed  a  boy,  whom  he  saw  there,  to  alter  the  mark 

by  reason  of  a  « No.  1,"  upon  One  of  the  packages,  to  "No.  12,"  and 

dispute  about  '^  r        ~o     ^  > 

the  price,  an  to  scud  the  wholc  of  thogoods  to  the  St.  Catharine^s 
meuMd  ^nst  Docks.  The  ucxt  day,  an  invoice  was  delivered  to  the 
**iainriV-'a«ker  ^6^®^^^*"***  charging  the  brushes  respectively  at  the  rate 
which,  at  H.'s    of  Ss.  and  12*.  each.     The  defendant  objected  to  this 

request,  the 
defendant 

wrote  in  H.'s  ledger,  at  the  bottom  of  a  page,  containing  the  statement  of  the  goods  in  ques- 
tion and  headed  with  the  plaintiff's  name,  the  words  *'  RMeived  the  above,"  which  he  signed : 
-—Held,  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  a  delivery  and  acceptance,  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  Sutute  of  Frauds. 

A  memorandum  in  writing  of  a  contract,  to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  must  have  been 
made  before  action  brought 
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price^  alleging  that  by  the  contract,  as  he  had  under-  EwK  of  PUas, 
stood  it^  the  above  were  to  be  the  prices  of  the  brushes 
per  dozen;  and  refused  to  pay  for  them.  On  the  24th  of 
March,  the  plaintiff  commenced  the  present  action  for  the 
price.  On  the  27th9  the  defendant,  at  Harvey's  request, 
wrote  in  Harvey's  ledger,  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  which 
contained  the  statement  of  the  articles  ordered  by  the  de- 
fendant, and  which  page  was  headed  ''  Bill  &  Co.,''  the  fol- 
lowing words:  —  ''Received  the  above,  John  Bament." 
The  rest  of  the  goods  were  sent  to  and  received  by  the 
defendant.  It  was  objected  for  the  defendant,  that  there 
was  no  evidence  of  any  contract  in  writing,  or  of  any  ac- 
ceptance of  the  brushes,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  17th  sec- 
tion of  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron 
reserved  the  point,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict  for  the 
amount  claimed,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to 
move  to  enter  a  nonsuit, 

Erie  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly, 

TTieriger  and  Martin  now  shewed  cause. — First,  the  de- 
fendant's receipt  in  the  ledger,  although  written  after  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  amounts  to  a  memorandum 
in  writing  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  statute,  or,  at  all  events, 
is  evidence  of  a  previous  acceptance  of  the  goods  within 
the  17th  section.  That  section  requires  that  one  of  three 
matters — ^part  acceptance  of  the  goods,  earnest  or  part 
payment,  or  a  memorandum  in  writing  of  the  bargain,  shall 
occur,  in  order  to  shew  a  reality  in  the  contract,  beyond 
that  which  parol  evidence  would  establish;  but  there  is 
nothing  in  the  statute  to  shew  that  these  must  all  have 
existed  before  action  brought.  The  statute  does  not  make 
the  contract  in  itself  illegal  and  void,  but  only  says  that 
no  contract  shall  be  allowed  (that  is,  by  the  Court  on  the 
trial)  to  be  good,  except  one  of  these  three  things  shall 
appear.    It  has  been  decided  that  the  memorandum  need 
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Exch.  of  Phot,  not  be  signed  ioUh  the  inteni  of  attesting  the  bargain. 
^  ^^^'   ^     Coles  V.  Trecothick  (a).    But,  at  all  events,  the  acknowledg- 


BiLL        ment,  "Received  the  above/'  was  evidence  to  go  to  the 
ft, 
Bambnt.      jury  of  a  previous  acceptance.    There  is  nothing  in  it  to 

confine  its  operation  to  the  particular  moment  at  which  it 
was  signed.  All  that  is  prohibited  by  the  statute  is,  that 
such  a  contract  as  is  mentioned  therein  shall  not  be  im* 
posed  on  a  party  without  a  particular  species  of  proof;  but 
if  the  plaintiff  produces  in  evidence  a  document  which  goes 
to  prove  a  good  contract  anterior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  that  is  sufficient.  Secondly,  there  was  besides 
independent  evidence  of  acceptance.  The  defendant  was 
allowed  to  deal  with  the  goods  as  his  own,  and  had  posses- 
sion of  them,  although  Harvey  might  still  retain  a  lien  on 
them  for  the  price.  The  present  case  is  distinguishable 
from  all  those  which  will  be  relied  upon  for  the  defendant. 
In  Tempest  v.  Fitzgerald  (&),  the  horse,  although  ridden  by 
the  vendee  for  the  purpose  of  trial,  remained  throughout 
in  the  possession  of  the  vendor  as  the  owner.  So,  in  Car- 
ter  V.  Toussaint  (c),  the  horse  was  sent  to  grass  in  the  vend- 
or's name,  by  the  vendee's  direction.  So  also,  in  Maberky 
V.  8heppard{d),  the  waggon  remained,  unfinished,  in  the 
possession  of  the  maker.  Baldey  v.  Parker  {e)  only  de- 
cides that  the  mere  marking  of  goods  by  the  vendee  in 
the  vendor's  shop  does  not  constitute  an  acceptance ;  but 
here  more  was  done.  The  order  for  the  marking  may  be 
coupled  with  the  subsequent  acknowledgment  by  the  re* 
oeipt  in  the  ledger. 

Erie  (with  whom  was  Whateley),  contra. — It  is  now  said 
that  there  was  evidence  for  the  jury  of  an  acceptance ;  but 
at  the  trial  the  point  was  left  for  the  Court  to  determine, 
whether  the  undisputed  facts  amounted  in  law  to  an  ac- 

(a)  9  Yes.  250.  (d)  10  Ring.  99;  3  Moo.  &  Se. 

{h)  3  B.  &  Aid.  680.  436. 

(c)  5  B.  &  Aid.  855 ;  1  D.  &  R.  (e)  2  B.  &  Cr.  37;  3  D.  &  R. 

515.  220. 
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oeptance;  and  Bach  has  been  the  course  in  all  the  cases  on  ^*c^  ^  P^*^ 
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this  subject.    There  is  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  receipt  *  - 

to  shew  that  it  was  meant  to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  a         ^^^^ 
previous  actual  acceptance;  nor  could  an  act,  done  after      Bambnt. 
the  repudiation  of  the  contract,  and  after  action  brought  to 
enforce  it,  operate  as  such.    Neither  was  there  any  accept- 
ance before  action  brought.     This  was  a  ready  money  bar- 
gain; so  that  the  delivery  of  the  goods  and  the  payment  of  the 
price  were  to  be  concurrent  acts.    The  goods  remained  in 
the  corporal  possession  of  Harvey,  as  the  plaintiffs  agent ; 
and  no  act  was  done  by  the  defendant,  but  merely  a  verbal 
direction  given  by  him  as  to  the  marking.     It  is  clear  that 
the  vendor  retained  his  lien  for  the  price ;  and  that,  ac- 
cording to  Carter  v.  Taussaint  and  Tempest  v.  FUzgerald, 
is  the  test  whereby  to  determine  whether  there  has  been 
an  acceptance  within  the  statute.     Tempest  v.  Fitzgerald 
was  a  stronger  case  than  the  present,  for  there  the  horse 
was  dealt  with  between  the  parties  as  if  the  bargain  was 
complete.    In  Maberleyy.  Sheppard,  the  waggon  was  com- 
pleted before  action  brought,  and  what  the  defendant  did 
to  it  made  it  complete;  yet,  the  plaintiff  never  having 
parted  with  his  lien  for  the  price,  that  was  held  insufficient 
to  amount  to  an  acceptance.    The  same  principle  is  applied 
in  Baldey  v.  Parker. 

Secondly,  there  was  not  any  memorandum  in  writing 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  statute.  The  point  now  taken  for 
the  plaintiff,  that  it  may  be  a  writing  subsequent  to  the 
conmiencement  of  the  action,  has  never  before  been  ap- 
plied to  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  statute  declares,  that 
no  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  above  the  value  of  £10 
shall  be  allowed  to  be  good,  except  it  be  accompanied  with 
certain  requisites.  That  must  mean  requisites  existing 
when  the  contract  comes  in  esse :  or,  at  all  events,  they 
are  necessary  ingredients  in  the  cause  of  action,  which 
must  be  in  existence,  so  as  to  make  it  complete,  when  the 
action  is  brought. — He  was  then  stopped  by  the  Court. 
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turned  altogether  upon  the  acceptance,  I  should  then  have 
Bill  formed  the  same  opinion  as  I  do  now.  In  order  to  make  it 
Bambnt.  such  an  acceptance  as  to  satisfy  the  statute,  it  should  appear 
that  there  was  a  delivery.  Here  Harvey  was  the  plaintiff's 
agent,  and  sold  for  ready  money,  and  he  was  not  bound 
to  deliver  the  goods  until  payment  of  the  price.  Now  all 
that  takes  place  is  a  direction  by  the  defendant  to  alter 
the  mark  on  the  goods,  and  to  send  them  to  the  docks : 
but  the  question  is,  whether  this  was  done  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  Harvey  stood  in  such  a  situation,  as  that 
he  was  bound  to  send  them  to  the  docks.  The  acceptance, 
to  be  effectual  under  the  statute,  should  be  such  as  to 
devest  the  property  in  the  goods  out  of  the  seller.  Here 
the  defendant  probably  meant  to  accept  them,  and  to 
make  Harvey  his  agent  for  shipping  them.  But  can  it  be 
said  that  he  was  his  agent  to  deliver  at  all  events?  I 
think  clearly  not.  He  was  at  liberty  to  say  that  he  would 
not  deliver  to  or  ship  for  the  defendant  until  the  goods 
were  paid  for.  There  is  nothing  to  shew  that  he  con- 
tracted to  hold  them  as  the  defendant's  agent,  or  by  im- 
plication to  make  him  his  agent.  Therefore,  for  want  of 
a  delivery,  there  was  no  sufficient  acceptance  of  these  goods. 
The  rule  will  be  absolute,  but  not  for  a  nonsuit,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  some  goods  were  received  by  the  defendant,  but 
for  a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs  by  the  plaintiff. 

Parke,  B. — I  concur  in  thinking  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  go  to  the  jury  to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 
With  regard  to  the  point  which  has  been  made  by  Mr. 
Martin,  that  a  memorandum  in  writing  after  action  brought 
is  sufficient,  it  is  certainly  quite  a  new  point,  but  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  untenable.  There  must,  in 
order  to  sustain  the  action,  be  a  good  contract  in  existence 
at  the  time  of  action  brought ;  and  to  make  it  a  good  con- 
tract under  the  statute,  there  must  be  one  of  the  three  re- 
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quisites  therem  mentioned.  I  thinks  therefore^  that  a  writ-  Ex<A.^  ^/'^' 
ten  memorandmn,  or  part  payment^  after  action  brought, 
is  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  statute.  Then,  to  take  the 
case  out  of  the  17th  section,  there  must  be  both  6fefi- 
very  and  accqftance;  and  the  question  is,  whether  they 
haye  been  proved  in  the  present  case.  I  think  they  have 
not.  I  agree  that  there  was  evidence  for  the  jury  of  ac- 
ceptance, or  rather  of  intended  acceptance.  The  direction 
to  mark  the  goods  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  quo 
animo  the  defendant  took  possession  of  them :  so  also,  the 
receipt  was  some  evidence  of  an  acceptance.  But  th^re 
must  also  be  a  delivery;  and  to  constitute  that,  the  pos- 
session must  have  been  parted  with  by  the  owner,  so  as  to 
deprive  him  of  the  right  of  lien.  Harvey  might  have 
agreed  to  hold  the  goods  as  the  warehouseman  of  the  de- 
fendant, so  as  to  deprive  himself  of  the  right  to  refuse  to 
deliver  them  without  payment  of  the  price;  but  of  that 
there  was  no  proof.  There  was  no  evidence  of  actual  mark* 
ing  of  the  goods,  or  that  the  order  to  mark  was  assented 
to  1)y  Harvey.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  there  was 
no  sufficient  proof  of  acceptance  to  satisfy  the  statute,  and 
that  the  case  falls  within  the  17th  section. 

OuENET,  B.,  and  Rolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute  accordingly. 
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Nov.  13.  Brown,  Public  Officer,  &c.  v.  Bamfobd. 

A  Judge  at  iN  this  casc  a  rule  had  been  obtained,  calling  upon  the 

and"iiorth<r  ^'  defendant  to  shew  cause  why  a  third  part  of  certain  stock 

Sori^J'^der  ^^  *^®  public  funds,  standing  in  the  name  of  a  trustee  to 

the  stot.  1  &  2  the  defendant's  use,  should  not  be  charged  with  the  pay- 

Vict.  c«  110|  8* 

14,  to  make  an  ment  of  the  sum  of  iE750  recovered  against  her  by  the 
aViid  whh  uTe  judgment  in  this  action,  pursuant  to  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict, 
payment  of        ^  jjq  g  14     j^  appeared  bom  the  affidavits,  that  on  the 

money  reco-  '  *  *  ' 

▼ered  by  a         gth  of  October  last,  a  Judge  at  chambers  made  an  order 

judgment:  if  ,  , 

he  makes  an  nisi  for  charging  the  stock 'with  the  sum  in  question.  This 

*hrc"  urt  hM '  order  was  not  made  absolute,  but  the  learned  Judge  di- 

jurisdiction  rcctcd  the  parties  to  make  the  application  to  the  Court, 

if  wrongly  The  Order  had  been  served  on  the  Bank  of  England.     On 

only  makes  an  the  9th  of  October  a  writ  of  error  coram  vobis  was  allowed. 

Court  hM  no*  ^^^  ^^  *^®  ^^*^  ^^  *^®  ®*^°^®  month  noticc  of  the  allow- 

authorityto  en-  ancc  thereof  was  served  on  the  plaintiff's  attorney. 

question,  al- 

Jud^expresses  ^^  ( WdOingeT  with  him)  shewed  cause. — First,  the  pro- 
refer  1"  to  Ae  ceedings  on  the  Judge's  order  were  altogether  stayed  by 
Court.  the  writ  of  error,  which  operated  as  a  supersedeas  from 

the  time  of  service  of  the  allowance  of  it:  Zwy  v.  Price  (a). 
Birch  V.  Tri8te{b).  But,  secondly,  the  order  of  the  Judge 
could  not  operate  as  a  valid  execution  until  it  was  made 
absolute.  By  the  statute,  the  authority  to  order  the  fund 
to  stand  charged  with  the  amount  of  the  judgment,  is 
vested  in  a  Judge,  not  in  the  Court,  and  he  ought,  there- 
fore, to  have  made  an  absolute  order,  if  he  thought  it  a 
case  within  the  statute;  the  mere  order  nisi  is  only  to  bring 
the  parties  before  him. 

Cresswett,  contra. — ^There  is  at  least  an  inchoate  execu- 
tion, for  the  15th  section  of  the  statute  expressly  provides 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.  533.  (b)  8  East,  412. 
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that  the  order  to  shew  cause  shall  operate  as  a  distringas  iSce**  nf  Pt^at, 

on  the  Bank,  so  as  to  restrain  them  firom  permitting  any 

transfer  of  the  stock  in  the  mean  time.  Then  the  Court,  to 

whom  the  matter  has  been  referred  by  the  Judge,  has  tiie 

power  of  making  the  rule  absolute;  and  when  that  is  done, 

it  will  have  the  effect  of  a  valid  and  perfect  execution. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  think  that  the  Court  has  no 
power  to  interfere  in  this  case.  The  statute  expressly  gives 
to  the  Judge,  and  not  to  the  CoTirt,  the  power  of  making 
orders  of  this  nature;  if  he  thinks  fit  to  make  an  order, 
the  Court  has  authority  to  set  it  aside;  but  we  have  no 
original  jurisdiction  to  make  such  an  order. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  clear  that 
the  original  jurisdiction  in  this  case  belongs  to  the  Judge, 
and  not  to  the  Court.  If  the  Judge  is  desirous  of  referring 
the  question  to  the  Court,  his  course  is  to  make  the  rule 
absolute,  and  then  the  party  against  whom  it  is  made  may 
apply  to  the  Court  to  set  it  aside. 

Rule  discharged. 


SwiNBTTRN  V.  Tatlor  and  Another.  ^.     .« 

Nov,  13. 

TbJBSPASS  for  entering  the  plaintiff's  house,  and  seizing  Where,  on  an 
and  imprisoning  him;  to  which  the  defendants  pleaded  a  record,  there- 
justification  under  a  ca.  sa.,  founded  on  a  judgment  of  the  !|^o*^u'^  ^ 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  a  suit  in  which  the  now  de-  ^^^  defendant, 

a  four  day  side- 

fendants  were  plaintiffs,  and  the  now  plaintiff  defendant,  bar  rule  to  pro- 
The  plaintiff  repHed  nul  tiel  record,  and  served  a  notice  cnulary,  and'a 
upon  the  defendants  to  produce  the  record  in  this  Court;  J[°fcndant*to 
and  on  their  omitting  to  do  so,  signed  judgment.  produce  it  is 

o         .r      o  not  sufficient 

KeUy,  for  the  defendants,  now  moved  to  set  aside  this 
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£Mh.  rf  pieoi,  judgment,  and  all  subsequent  proceedings,  for  irregula- 

'   ^     rity,  with  costs,  contending  that  although,  when  it  is  in- 

SwiNBURH      cumbent  on  a  plaintiff  to  produce  the  record,  a  notice  to 

Taylor.       the  defendant  that  he  would  produce  it  was  sufficient,  yet 

where  it  is  to  be  produced  by  the  defendant,  a  four  day 

rule  to  produce  it  was  necessary:  Begbie  v.  Grenvill€{a). 

Erie  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance,  and  produced  an 
affidavit  stating  that  the  plaintiff  had  applied  to  the  officers 
of  the  Court  for  a  rule  Of  the  kind  now  said  to  be  neces- 
sary, but  was  informed  by  them  that  the  practice  was  to 
serve  a  notice  only.  Although  Mr.  Tidd  (2  Tidd.  Pr.  748, 
9th  ed.)  states  that  a  four  day  rule  is  necessary  for  this 
purpose,  the  practical  direction  given  in  a  more  recent 
work.  Chit.  Archb.  Vol.  ii.  p.  678,  is — "  Give  notice  of  your 
bringing  in  the  record,  or  rule  the  other  party  to  bring  it 
in  and  proceed  to  trial,'^  &c.,  without  stating  any  distinc- 
tion as  to  whether  the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  the  plaintiff 
or  the  defendant.  The  delivery  of  the  issue,  in  which  the 
defendant  is  commanded  to  produce  the  record  in  Court  on 
a  given  day,  renders  a  rule  superfluous  for  any  practical 
purposes. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — The  question  simply  is,  what  is 
the  real  practice  of  the  Court  in  the  present  case,  for  on 
principle  there  is  no  difference  between  the  one  cause  and 
the  other;  common  sense  suggests  that  a  notice  to  produce 
the  record  is  as  good  as  a  four  day  rule.  According  to  the 
practice,  however,  it  appears  that  the  latter  course  is  the 
proper  one,  where  the  defendant  is  to  produce  the  record. 
This  rule  must  therefore  be  absolute,  and,  as  the  last  de- 
cision, in  Beffbie  v.  Gremnlle,  is  against  the  plaintiff,  with 
costs. 

Parke,  B. — ^There  is  a  discrepancy  in  this  respect  .be- 

(a)  3  Dowl.  P.  C.  502. 
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tween  the  practice  of  this  Court  and  that  of  the  Common  ^*ch.  tf  PUat, 
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Pleas^  which  has  not  been  provided  against  by  the  Rule  of  '  - 

H.  T.  4  Will.  4,  8. 8.  swiHBURN 

V. 

Tatlok. 

GuBNET,  B.,  and  Bolfb,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute,  with  costs. 


Wells  t?.  Benskin.  jVbir^  13, 

X  HIS  cause  was  referred  to  arbitration,  by  an  order  of  Where  a  cause 

nisi  prius,  with  power  to  the  arbitrator  to  settle  all  matters  il^utradon,  ^ 

in  difference  between  the  parties,  and  to  order  and  deter-  'T**  P^'^f  ^ 

*^  '  the  arbitrator  to 

mine  what  he  should  think  fit  to  be  done  by  either  party  "ettie  •«  in»t- 

.      ,.  ,     ,  ,  '-,    i  ter«  In  diifer- 

respectmg  the  matters  in  dispute;  and  the  order  provided,  ence  between 

"  that  the  parties  respectively  are  to  be  examined  on  oath,  lubmfsdon  prot 

to  be  sworn  in  Court  or  before  the  said  arbitrator,  if  thought  ▼j^^s  »i«>  Aat 

'  °  the  parties  re- 

necessary  by  him,  and  to  produce  before  the  said  arbitra-  spectiveiy  are 

tor  all  such  books,  papers,  &c.,  relating  to  the  matters  in  on  oath^^f"" 


difference  between  them,  as  the  said  arbitrator  should  think  ^^J^^  ?5*    ,, 

'  iary  by  mm,  it 

fit/'  &c.    The  arbitrator  examined  both  parties  as  to  the  <>  »«>  the  discre- 

tionof  thearbi- 

whole  of  their  respective  cases  upon  all  the  matters  re-  trator  to  ex. 
ferred;  and  subsequently  made  his  award  in  favour  of  the  [in^each^in"^' 
plaintiff.  support  of  hu 

*^  own  case,  if  he 

think  fit 

Huf^/rey  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the 
award  should  not  be  set  aside. — ^The  arbitrator  was  only 
entitled,  so  far  as  the  cause  is  concerned,  to  examine  the 
plaintiff  in  support  of  the  defendant's  case,  or  the  defend- 
ant in  support  of  the  plaintiff's.  To  examine  the  parties 
in  support  of  their  own  case  is  in  violation  of  the  ordinary 
rules  of  evidence,  and  is  not  warranted  by  the  order  of  re- 
ference; the  general  authority  to  examine  either  of  the 
parties  applies  only  to  the  other  matters  in  difference.  The 
course  taken  in  this  case  was  indeed  allowed  in  JVame  v. 
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Bxek.  rf  PUoM,  Bryant  (a),  but  there  the  reference  was  of  all  matters  in 

-  wterence  in  the  cause.   AjiivaMorffanY.Wittiam8{b),tlie 

Wells  Court  held  that  the  arbitrator  had  done  right  in  not  ex- 

bbm 8KIN.  amining  a  plainti£P  in  support  of  his  own  case. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — All  that  tbe  Court  said  in  that 
case  was^  that  the  arbitrator  had,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstancesj  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  not  examining 
the  plainti£P;  but  his  authority  to  do  so  was  not  questioned. 

Pabke,  B.— The  order  of  reference  in  this  case  leaves  it 
entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrator  to  examine  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  when  and  to  which  of  the  matters 
referred  he  thinks  fit. 

Aldeeson,  B. — ^I  always  considered,  when  acting  as  an 
arbitrator,  that  I  had  a  general  discretion  given  me  as  to 
which  of  the  parties  I  should  examine,  and  to  what  parts 
of  the  case;  my  practice  certainly  was  to  exercise  it  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  Mr.  Humfrey ;  so  as,  in  effect,  to 
render  the  reference  a  substitute  for  a  bill  of  discovery. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)  3  B.  &  Cr.  590;  5  D.  &  R.  301.  (6)  2  Dowl.  P.  C.  123. 
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Exeh.  of  Pleat, 
1841. 


Simpson  r.  Dismore. 


T  Nav^  8. 

Indebitatus  assumpsit  for  medicines   and  at-  In  an  action  for 

tendances  by  the  plaintiff  as  a  surgeon  and  apothecary.  StendMcw  by 

Plea,  non  assumpsit.  ****  plaintiff  ai 

^  an  apothecary, 

At  the  trial  before  the  under-sheriff  of  Middlesex^  the  the  plaintiff  put 
plaintiff  proved  the  attendances  and  supply  of  medicines^  license  from  the 
&c. ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that  he  had  been  duly  compa^ 
admitted  to  practise  as  an  apothecary,  put  in  evidence  a  p™ctiieas«uch, 
license  under  the  seal  of  the  Apothecaries'   Company,  penon  bearing 
(which  seal  was  proved  to  be  genuine),  in  which  a  right  to  tiwi^STsur- '" 
practise  and  dispense  medicines  as  an  apothecary  was  |?'?!i~^*'^' 
granted  to  a  person  bearing  the  christian  and  surname  of  •ufficient  primft 
the  plaintiff.    It  was  objected  for  the  defendant,  that  some  shew  the  iden- 
further  evidence  ought  to  be  given  to  identify  the  plaintiff  1!^  ^^^thcT^**' 
as  the  person  named  in  the  license:  but  the  sheriff  was  of  v^nonnumed 

^  ^  in  the  license. 

opinion  that  the  evidence  adduced  was  sufficient,  and  a  ver- 
dict was  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed, 
leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a 
nonsuit  on  the  above  ground. 

Pearwn  now  moved  accordingly. — Evidence  ought  to 
have  been  given  to  identify  the  plaintiff  with  the  person 
named  in  the  license.  In  fVhitelock  v.  Mu8grov€{a),  it 
was  held,  that  in  an  action  against  the  obligor  of  a  bond, 
some  evidence  must  be  given  of  the  identity  of  the  obligor 
with  the  party  sued ;  and  that  where  the  subscribing  wit- 
ness is  dead,  or  residing  abroad,  proof  of  his  hand- writing 
was  insufficient,  without  some  evidence  to  shew  the  iden- 
tity of  the  party  sued  with  the  party  named  in  the  instru- 
ment.— He  cited  also  Dartnatt  v.  Howard  (i). 

Pabke,  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  no  rule  ought  to  be 

(a)  1  C.  &  M.  511.  {b)  Ry.  Sc  M.  169. 
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Exek.  Iff  Pka$,  granted  in  this  case.  There  was  ample  evidence  to  go  to 
^  ^  ^  the  jury  of  the  identity  of  the  plaintiff  with  the  person 
named  in  the  license.  We  find  him  acting  as  an  apo- 
thecary, prescribing  and  dispensing  medicines  to  his  pa- 
tients, and  then  producing  a  certificate  or  license  for  that 
purpose  in  his  name,  firom  the  body  empowered  by  law  to 
grant  it.  That  is  quite  sufficient  evidence  of  identity  to 
go  to  the  jury. 


OuBNEY,  B. — It  is  certainly  sufficient  evidence  of  iden- 
tity to  call  on  the  defendant  for  an  answer  to  it. 


BoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 


Rule  refused. 


Nov.  8.  Doe  d.  Davies  and  Others  v.  Evans. 

h  *id^  q'"*  Jti JECTMENT  to  recover  the  possession  of  a  messuage 

nant  from  year  and  lands  iu  the  couuty  of  Carmarthen.    There  had  been 

D.fwho  died'in  ^  former  ejectment  brought  by  the  same  parties,  in  which 

1837,  devised  ^  verdict  had  been  found  for  the  defendant,  on  the  ground 

the  same  to  '  o 

trustees  for  the   that  there  was  no  determination  of  the  tenancy  of  one 

»____  _*  1411 

years,  upon  Thomas  Griffith  in  the  premises  in  question;  and  that 
topcrmU hif *^  was  the  principal  point  in  the  present  case.  This  cause 
wife  E.  D.  to     ^as  tried  before  Erskine,  J.,  at  the  last  Summer  Assizes 

take  the  rents 

andpro6ts  for  the  countj  of  Carmarthen,  when  it  appeared  that, 
her'ufe.  "g!^  prior  to  and  during  the  year  1837,  Griffiths  had  been 
E^D^^e""****  *^^  continued  tenant  to  one  John  Davies  of  the  pre- 
widow,  after      miscs  sought  to  be  recovered,  and  had  paid  him  rent  for 

D.'s  death,  from 

1837  to  1840,  the  same ;  and  that  John  Davies,  who  died  in  that  year, 
"g  a  notice^  to  demised  the  property  in  question  to  certain  persons,  who 
quit  from  her  in  ^^rc  the  Icssors  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  for  the 

March  1840,  ^ 

suted  that  he    term  of  140  years,  upon  trust  (inter  alia)  to  permit  his 

did  not  think 

she  would  turn  him  out  of  possession,  as  she  had  promised  he  should  continue  on  as  tenant 
from  year  to  year : — Held,  in  an  action  of  ejectment  brought  by  the  trustees  for  the  recorery 
of  the  premises,  that  this  was  sufficient  evidence  of  a  disclaimer  by  O.  of  the  title  of  the  trus- 
tees, to  warrant  the  Jury  in  finding  a  rerdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
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irife,  Elizabeth  Davies,  to  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  Bxch.  qfPiea», 


1841. 


dnring  her  life.    The  widow  received  rent  from  Thomas 
Griffiths  from  1837  to  1840,  and  in  March  in  that  vear  Doe 

she  sent  him  a  notice  to  qnit  the  premises.  Evidence  was  davibs 
given  at  the  trial,  and  not  objected  to,  that  Thomas  Grif-  evahs. 
fiths,  on  receiving  the  notice  to  qnit,  said  he  did  not  think 
Mrs.  Davies  wonld  tnm  him  out  of  possession,  as  she  had 
said  that  he  should  not  be  removed,  but  continue  on  as 
tenant  from  year  to  year.  It  was  objected  for  the  defend- 
ant, that  as  the  legal  estate  was  in  the  trustees  of  the  will 
of  John  Davies,  they  alone  were  the  lessors  of  Griffiths, 
and  as  such  entitled  to  give  notice  to  quit,  and  as  they 
had  not  given  any  notice,  there  was  no  proof  of  the  de- 
termination of  Griffiths's  tenancy.  The  learned  Judge 
refused  to  stop  the  case,  but  directed  the  jury  to  consider 
whether  Griffiths  held  the  premises  as  the  tenant  of  the 
trustees  or  of  the  widow,  Mrs.  Davies ;  telling  them,  that  • 
if  he  was  not  tenant  to  Mrs.  Davies,  he  had  disclaimed  the 
title  of  the  trustees,  and  therefore  no  notice  to  quit  by 
them  was  necessary  to  entitle  them  to  recover.  The  jury 
thereupon  found  their  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  the  learned 
Judge  giving  leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a 
verdict  for  him,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of  the  determination  of  the  tenancy 
of  Griffiths. 

E.  V.  WilUatM  now  moved  accordingly. — ^There  ought 
to  have  been  a  notice  to  quit  given  by  the  trustees,  in 
order  to  determine  the  tenancy  of  Griffiths.  What  was 
said  by  him  on  receiving  notice  to  quit  from  Mrs.  Davies, 
could  not  amount  to  a  disclaimer  of  the  title  of  the  trus- 
tees; neither  would  the  payment  of  rent  to  a  cestui  que 
trust  be  any  proof  of  disclaimer  of  th^ir  title.*  They  and 
they  only  had  the  legal  estate,  and  had  power  to  determine 
the  tenancy. 

Parke,  B.-^I  think  no  rule  ought  to  be  granted  in  this 
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JSnrA.  nf  Phot,  case.  The  statement  of  Griffiths,  not  being  objected  to,  was 
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admissible  in  evidence,  and  that  was,  that  Mrs  Davies  had 
Dob         promised  him  that  he  should  not  be  removed,  but  continue 
Davibs       ^  tenant  firom  year  to  year;  that  affords  some  evidence  of 
Eyans        ^^  having  agreed  to  hold  under  the  tenant  for  life,  where- 
by he  disclaimed  the  title  of  the  trustees.     And  that, 
accompanied  by  his  having  paid  rent  to  her,  is  evidence  to 
go  to  the  jury  of  attornment  to  the  tenant  for  life,  and  of 
repudiation  of  the  title  of  the  trustees.     In  a  case  like 
the  present,  slight  evidence  would  be  sufficient  to  remove 
a  mere  technical  objection. 

The  rest  of  the  Court  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 


^^  jg  WioDEN  and  Another  r.  Birt. 

On  ftn  appiica-  VJN  the  first  day  of  this  term,  Cowling  applied  in  this 
8Ut.4ft6WiU.  case,  under  the  stat.  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  62,  s.  31,  for  leave 
fo/ieave*to^'*  ^  ^^^®  cxecutiou  upou  a  judgment  obtained  in  the  Court 
issue  execuUon   of  Common  Pleas  at  Lancaster.    The  affidavit  on  which 

on  a  judgment 

in  the  Court  of  he  movcd  (which  was  entitled  in  the  Court  of  Common 
at^Lancaster,**  Plcas  at  Lancaster)  stated,  that  "the  defendant  is  not 
mustSatcdis-    ^^^  *  resident  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  but  resides  in 

tincUy  that  the  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  hath  not  any  goods  or  chat- 
defendant  was  a  ^  ^  ^ 
resident  within    tcls  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Court  of  Common 

!^f  Aaf cJu^^^^^^^  Pleas  at  Lancaster."    He  admitted  that  this  affidavit  did 

the  time  of  the  ^q^  in  terms  follow  the  language  of  the  statute,  which  en- 
judgment  or  of  ^  . 
action  brought,  ables  the  Superior  Courts  to  issue  execution  on  a  judg- 

goodsand  chat-  nieut  in  that  Court,  where  the  party  against  whom  it  has 

which  he'has     ^®®^  recovered  "  shall  remove  his  person  or  goods  or  chat- 

since  removed    tcls  from  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Court  of 

out  of  the  juris-  * 

diction.     It  is 

not  sufficient  to  state  that  he  is  not  now  a  resident  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  has  not  any 
goods  or  chattels  within  the  jurisdiction  ;  or,  that  he  is  not  now  a  resident  there,  and  has  re- 
moved all  his  goods  and  chattels  out  of  the  jurisdiction  since  the  judgment 
The  affidavit  must  be  entitled  in  the  superior  Court. 
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1841. 
tially  it  was  the  same,  and  shewed  sufficiently  that  the  - 

defendant  must  have  removed  within  the  meaning  of  the       Wiodbm 
statutei  since  the  writ  must  have  been  directed  to  him  as        Birt. 
of  the  coimty,  and  he  must  have  been  served  within  the 
county.     He  stated  also,  that  some  of  the  officers  of  this 
Court  differed  in  opinion  as  to  whether  the  affidavit  should 
be  entitled  in  the  Court  below  or  in  this  Court. 

The  Court,  however,  held  the  affidavit  to  be  defective, 
inasmuch  as  it  did  not  state  that  the  defendant  had  ever 
been  a  resident  within  the  county  of  Lancaster,  or  that 
he  had  removed  any  goods  or  chattels  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion. He  might  have  been  there  by  accident.  It  was 
better  to  adhere  to  the  language  of  the  statute.  They 
held  also  that  the  affidavit  ought  to  have  been  entitled  in 
this  Court. 

Cofwhng  afterwards  (Nov.  11)  renewed  his  application 
on  an  affidavit  (entitled  in  this  Court)  in  the  following 
terms : — ^^  that  the  defendant  is  not  now  a  resident  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  but  resides  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex^ and  has  removed,  since  the  judgment  in  this  action, 
all  his  goods  and  chattels  from  and  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  said  Court,  &c.,  and  has  not  now  any  goods 
or  chattels  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Court, 
whereon  the  plaintiff  can  levy  the  amount  of  his  said  judg- 
ment,'' &;c. 

The  Court  thought  the  affidavit  still  defective,  in  not 
stating  expressly,  that  at  the  time  of  the  commencement 
of  the  suit,  or  before  judgment,  the  defendant  was  resi- 
dent within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
at  Lancaster,  and  then  had  goods  there  which  he  had  sub- 
sequently removed. 

And  now,  the  affidavit  being  amended  by  stating,  that 
"at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  at 

e2 


52  CASES   IN    THE    EXCHEQUER, 

Bsek.qf  Pleas,  the  time  of  the  judgment,  the  defendant  was  a  resident 

1A41  f       ^ 

in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  and  then  had  goods  and  chat- 
tels within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  and  that  he  had 
since  removed  all  his  said  goods  and  chattels  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  Court/^  &c.,  &c. 

The  rule  was  granted. 


cUim. 


HOWITT  V.  BlCKABT. 
Nov.  18.       WT 
A  plaintiff  does    "  •  H.  WATSON  movcd  for  a  rule  calling  upon  the 
not  waive  his     defendant  to  shew  cause  why  an  attachment  against  the 

right  to  an  at-  ,  ^  ^  .         . 

tacbment  shcriffi  for  not  returning  a  writ  of  fieri  facias,  should  not 

shM^iffforiiot  be  ^^  aside,  with  costs.     His  affidavits  stated,  that  the 

f  writTfTfo.^  ^"*  ^*®  delivered  to  the  sheriff  on  the  22nd  of  June,  and 

by  directing  qu  the  28th  he  was  required,  by  a  judge's  order,  to  return 

niniy  after  tiie 

ezpiraUon  of  it.  On  that  day,  a  claim  was  made  by  a  third  party  to 
lurn^hewrtt!'  *^®  goods;  but  that  claim  being  afterwards  barred,  the 
^e^^idi^  plaintiffs  attorney,  on  the  8th  of  July,  directed  the  sheriff 
whicii  had  been  to  proceed  with  the  execution.  The  writ  was  returned  by 
an'advene  ^  the  sheriff  On  the  21st  of  September.  It  was  now  con- 
tended, that  by  the  direction,  on  the  8th  of  July,  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  execution,  the  plaintiff  had  waived  his  right 
to  attach  the  sheriff  for  not  returning  the  writ  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  the  28th  of  June. 

Parke,  B. — In  a  case  of  this  kind^  subsequent  obedi- 
ence to  the  rule  to  return  a  writ  is  no  answer  to  an  appli- 
cation for  an  attachment.  The  sheriff  ought  to  have  re- 
turned the  writ  at  the  expiration  of  the  rule.  The  plain- 
tiff, wishing  to  assist  him,  afterwards  directs  him  to  go  on 
with  the  execution  j  but  that  is  no  waiver  of  his  right  to 
have  an  attachment.  The  attachment  may  be  set  aside  on 
payment  of  costs. 

Per  Curiam, 

Rule  accordingly. 
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.  HE  plaintiff  having  obtained  a  verdict  on  the  trial  of  After  a  verdict 
this  cause,  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  was  made  absolute  in  last  ^^  defeDdant ' 
Trinity  Term,  no  mention  being  made  of  costs  {a).  This  f^^f^^^^^^ 
rule  was  afterwards  abandoned,  both  parties  agreeing  to  a  ^bich  wai 
reference,  and  it  being  stipulated  in  the  order  of  reference  no  mention 
that  the  costs  were  "  to  abide  the  event."  The  arbitrator  ^i"f  xheVJ. 
found  in  favour  of  the  defendants  on  all  the  issues,  and  the  ^^^*  ^*5*  agreed 

to  a  reference, 

Master  allowed  them,  on  taxation,  the  costs  of  the  trial,  i^nd  the  order 
Huffh  Hill  haring  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  stipulated  that 
taxation  should  not  be  reriewed,  Jolwd^thr 

event.     The 
arbitrator  hav- 

J.  Henderson  now  shewed  cause. — It  must  be  admitted  ing  decided 
that,  according  to  the  authorities  on  this  subject,  if  the  cause  &vour"of  the 
had  been  tried  again,  and  the  defendants  had  succeeded  on  ^J^^t^V'JjJe 
that  trial,  thev  would  not  have  been  entitled  to  the  costs  of  defendant  was 

.  -      _  _  _      .      _.^         ^    -      xi  t»        not  entitled  to 

the  first  tnal ;  but  the  rule  is  different  m  the  case  of  a  the  cosu  of  the 
reference  after  the  first  trial;  the  parties  have  thereby  *"* 
waived  any  benefit  they  might  have  claimed  under  the  rule 
for  a  new  trial,  and  have  submitted  the  question  of  costs 
to  the  arbitrator. 

Parke,  B. — It  is  clear  that  if  the  cause  had  gone  down 
to  a  second  trial,  and  the  defendants  had  succeeded,  neither 
party  would  have  had  the  costs  of  the  first  trial.  The  case 
of  Jolliffe  V.  Mundy  {b)  is  an  authority  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff;  for  though  it  was  not  the  case  of  a  reference  to 
arbitration  aft;er  a  rule  for  a  new  trial,  and  therefore  not 
precisely  in  point,  this  case  falls  clearly  within  its  prin- 
ciple. 

Rule  absolute  {c). 

(0)  Sec  8  M.  &  W.  140.  (h)  4  M.  &  W.  502. 

(<d  See  Ri^  V.  OkM,  7  B.  &  C.  57. 
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Nov.  18. 


Kellt  v.  Solari. 


/ 


ixSSUMPSIT  for  money  paid^  money  had  and  receivedi 
and  on  an  account  stated.  Plea,  non  assumpsit.  At  the 
trial  before  Lord  Jbinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings 
after  Trinity  Term,  it  appeared  that  this  was  an  action 
brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Argus  Life  Assurance  Company,  to  recover  from  the  de- 
recovered  back  fendant,  Madame  Solari,  the  sum  of  197/.  10s.  alleged  to 

in  an  action  for  " 


Money  paid  by 
the  plaintiff  to 
the  defendant 
under  a  bon& 
Mt  forgetful' 
nest  of  facts 
which  disenti- 
tled the  de- 
fendant to  re- 
ceive it,  may  be 


money  had  and  havc  been  paid  to  her  by  the  company  under  a  mistake 
fact,  under  the  following  circumstances. 
Mr.  Angelo  Solari,  the  late  husband  of  the  defendant,  in 


ficient  to  pre- 
clude a  party 

from  recovering  the  year  1836,  effected  a  policy  on  his  life  with  the  Ai^us 

him  under  a  Assurancc  Company  for  ^00.     He  died  on  the  18th  of  Oc* 

Sat  heVad  the  tobcr,  1840,  leaving  the  defendant  his  executrix,  not  having 

T7^ H^e^'  ^y  mistake)  paid  the  quarterly  premium  on  the  policy, 

fret;  unless  he  which  became  due  on  the  3rd  of  September  preceding* 

P**    -  "  °"  In  November,  the  actuary  of  the  office  informed  two  of 


tionatly,  not 
choosing  to  in- 
vestigate the 
fact. 


the  directors,  Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Clift,  that  the  policy  had 
lapsed  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  of  the  premium,  and 
Mr.  Clift  thereupon  wrote  on  the  policy,  in  pencil,  the 
word  "lapsed.''  On  the  6th  of  February,  1841,  the  de- 
fendant proved  her  husband's  will;  and  on  the  13th, 
applied  at  the  Argus  office  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  of 
£1000,  secured  upon  the  policy  in  question  and  two  others. 
Messrs.  Bates  and  Clift,  and  a  third  director,  accordingly 
drew  a  cheque  for  987/.  10^.,  which  they  handed  to  the 
defendant's  agent,  the  discount  being  deducted  in  consi- 
deration of  the  payment  being  made  three  months  earlier 
than  by  the  rules  of  the  office  it  was  payable.  Messrs. 
Bates  and  Clift  stated  in  evidence,  that  they  had,  at  the 
time  of  so  paying  the  money,  entirely  forgotten  that  the 
policy  in  question  had  lapsed.  Under  these  drcumstances, 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  expressed  his  opinion,  that  if  the 
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directors  had  had  knowledge^  or  the  means  of  knowledge,  Exch.  of  Pitoi, 


of  the  policy  having  lapsed,  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover, 
and  that  their  afterwards  forgetting  it  wonld  make  no  dif- 
ference; and  he  accordingly  directed  a  nonsuit,  reserving 
leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him 
for  the  amount  claimed.  ^ 

'neriger,  in  the  former  part  of  this  term,  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  accordingly,  or  for  a  new  trial;  against  which. 

Plait  and  Butt  now  shewed  cause. — It  has  long  been 
a  settled  principle  of  law,  that  a  party  cannot  recover  back 
money  which  he  has  paid  with  full  knowledge,  or  means  of 
knowledge,  of  all  the  circumstances,  although  he  was  not 
legally  liable  to  the  payment  of  it,  if  it  be  not  unconsci- 
entious in  the  other  party  to  retain  it.  That  is  expressly 
laid  down  by  Bayley,  J.,  in  Milnes  v.  Duncan  (a) ;  and  the 
same  rule  of  law  had  been  previously  recognized  in  Bilbie 
V.  Lumley{b),  \Parke,  B. — All  that  that  case  decides  is, 
that  money  paid  with  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  can- 
not be  recovered  back  by  reason  of  its  having  been  paid 
in  ignorance  of  the  law.  But  in  the  case  of  Lacae  v.  fVors^ 
wick  (c),  it  was  held  that  money  may  be  recovered  back 
which  was  paid  under  a  forgetfidness  of  facts  within  the 
plaintiff's  knowledge.]  That  was  not  the  case  of  money 
which,  being  paid,  could  in  equity  or  conscience  be  re- 
tained, since  it  was  a  second  payment  of  the  same  debt. 
But  here  it  was  admitted  that  the  omission  to  pay  the 
premium  was  a  mere  mistake.  [Parke,  B. — The  import- 
ant  bearing  of  that  case  is,  that  it  shews  that  although 
the  mistake  be  of  facts  within  the  party's  knowledge,  if 
the  money  be  paid  under  the  influence  of  that  mistake,  it 
may  be  recovered  back.]  This  being  also  added,  that  it 
is  not  retainable  in  equity  or  conscience.  Here  the  de- 
fendant was  an  executrix ;  she  made  the  demand  bon&  fide ; 

{a)  6  B.  &  C.  671 ;  9  D.  &  It     (6)  2  East,  469. 
731.  (c)  1  M.  &  Rob.  293. 
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Exek.  of  PUa$,  when  received,  the  money  became  assets;  and  if  she  have 
distributed  it,  she  mnst  herself,  if  the  plaintiff  succeeds, 
be  at  the  loss  of  it,  for  no  fault  of  hers.  It  was  paid  with 
full  means  of  knowledge  throughout  all  the  stages  of  the 
transaction.  Brisbane  v.  Dacres  (a)  is  a  strong  authority  in 
favour  of  the  defendant. 

Thesiger  and  fVhaieley,  contra. — The  real  question  in  such 
cases  as  the  present  has  been,  not  whether  the  party  had 
or  has  used  the  means  of  knowledge  within  his  reach,  but 
whether  the  money  was  paid  under  a  mistake  of  fad  or  of 
law.  If  under  a  mistake  of  fact,  then,  if  nothing  has  subse- 
quently occurred  to  render  it  unconscientious  to  recover  it, 
it  may  be  recovered  back.  Such  is  stated  to  be  the  general 
rule  of  law  in  Wilkinson  v.  Johnston  {b) ;  and  there  is  no  au- 
thority that  the  possession  of  the  means  ofknowledge^  simply, 
is  sufficientto  disentitle  the  party  to  recover  back  money 
paid  by  him  under  immediate  ignorance  of  the  facts.  Now 
forgetfulness  is  immediate  ignorance  of  the  facts.  The  ques- 
tion is,  was  the  payment  a  voluntary  payment,  with  know- 
ledge at  the  time.  The  doctrine,  that  means  of  knowledge 
are  equivalent  to  knowledge,  rests  altogether  on  the  dic- 
tum of  Bayley,  J.,  in  Milnes  v.  Duncan,  and  is  not  sup- 
ported either  by  the  former  or  subsequent  authorities. 
Bilbie  v.  Lumley  proceeded  entirely  on  the  ground  of  the 
payment  having  been  made  in  ignorance  of  the  law.  In 
Chatfieldv.Paxton[c)y  Ashhurst,  J.,  said,  that "  where  apay- 
ment  had  been  made,  not  with  full  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
but  only  under  a  blind  suspicion  of  the  case,  and  it  was 
found  to  have  been  paid  unjustly,  the  party  might  recover 
it  back  again.''  That  is  an  expression  which  implies  that 
full  knowledge  was  obtainable  by  further  investigation. 
So,  in  Cox  V.  Prentice  {a),  the  plaintiff  had  the  fullest 
means  of  knowledge,  had  he  chosen  to  avail  himself  of 

(a)  5  Taunt.  143.  (c)  2  East,  471,  n. 

(b)  2  B.  &  Cr.  429;  5  D.&  R.  403.  (r/)  3  M.  &  Selw.  344. 
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them.  In  Lucas  v.  Wargwick,  the  plaintiff  was  hdd  entitled  Rxek,  of  puom, 


to  recoTer,  because  the  money  was  paid  by  him  imder  a 
mistake  of  fact  ai  the  time:  and  that  is  the  real  test.  [Lord 
Abuser,  C.  B. — This  appears^to  be  like  the  case  of  a  pay- 
ment on  a  balance  of  accounts,  when  it  is  always  taken 
''errors  excepted;''  in  such  a  case,  money  paid  on  a  mis- 
calculation of  the  items  may  be  recovered  back.]  Yet  the 
party  there  has  full  means  ofknowkdge,  since,  with  a  little 
more  care,  the  items  might  have  been  calculated  correctly; 
and  the  same  rule  of  law  must  apply  to  all  cases  of  pay- 
ment by  mistake.  And  it  is  in  every  case  unconscientious 
to  retain  money  paid  under  a  mistake  of  fact,  where  the 
receiver  knows  that  it  was  not  meant  to  be  paid  knowingly. 
— They  cited  also  Bize  v.  Dickason  (a),  and  Crippa  v. 
Beade  {b\  and  were  then  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  think  the  defendant  ought  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  jury 
on  the  question  whether  in  reality  the  directors  had  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  therefore  that  there  should  be 
a  new  trial,  and  not  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff;  although  I 
am  now  prepared  to  say  that  I  laid  down  the  rule  too 
broadly  at  the  trial,  as  to  the  effect  of  their  having  had 
means  of  knowledge.  That  is  a  very  vague  expression,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  say  with  precision  what  it  amounts  to;  for 
example,  it  may  be  that  the  party  may  have  the  means  of 
knowledge  on  a  particular  subject,  only  by  sending  to  and 
obtaining  information  from  a  correspondent  abroad.  In 
the  case  of  BiUne  v.  Lumley,  the  argument  as  to  the  party 
having  means  of  knowledge  was  used  by  counsel,  and 
adopted  by  some  of  the  judges;  but  that  was  a  peculiar 
case,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  if  the  point  had 
been  left  to  the  jury,  they  would  have  found  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  actual  knowledge.     The  safest  rule  however  is, 

(a)  1  T.  R.  285.  (6)  6  T.  R.  606. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pieat,  that  if  the  party  makes  the  paymeiit  with  full  knowledge 
.  ^^^'  ^  of  the  facts,  although  under  ignorance  of  the  law,  there 
Kklly  being  no  fraud  on  the  other  side,  he  cannot  recover  it  back 
SoLARi.  again.  There  may  also  be  cases  in  which,  although  he 
might  by  investigation  learn  the  state  of  facts  more  accu- 
rately, he  declines  to  do  so,  and  chooses  to  pay  the  money 
notwithstanding;  in  that  case  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
is  equally  bound.  Then  there  is  a  third  case,  and  the  most 
difficult  one, — where  the  party  had  once  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  facts,  but  has  since  forgotten  them.  I  certainly  laid 
down  the  rule  too  widely  to  the  jury,  when  I  told  them  that 
if  the  directors  once  knew  the  facts  they  must  be  taken 
still  to  know  them,  and  could  not  recover  by  saying  that 
they  had  since  forgotten  them.  I  think  the  knowledge  of 
the  facts  which  disentitles  the  party  from  recovering,  must 
mean  a  knowledge  existing  in  the  mind  at  the  time  of 
payment.  I  have  little  doubt  in  this  case  that  the  direc- 
tors had  forgotten  the  fact,  otherwise  I  do  not  believe  they 
would  have  brought  the  action;  but  as  Mr.  Piatt  certainly 
has  a  right  to  have  that  question  submitted  to  the  jury, 
there  must  be  a  new  trial. 

Parke,  B. — I  entirely  agree  in  the  opinion  just  pro- 
nounced by  my  Lord  Chief  Baron,  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  new  trial.  I  think  that  where  money  is  paid  to  another 
under  the  influence  of  a  mistake,  that  is,  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  a  specific  fact  is  true,  which  would  entitle  the 
other  to  the  money,  but  which  fact  is  untrue,  and  the 
money  would  not  have  been  paid  if  it  had  been  known  to 
the  payer  that  the  fact  was  untrue,  an  action  will  lie  to 
recover  it  back,  and  it  is  against  conscience  to  retain  it; 
though  a  demand  may  be  necessary  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  party  receiving  may  have  been  ignorant  of  the  mistake. 
The  position  that  a  person  so  paying  is  precluded  from 
recovering  by  laches,  in  not  availing  himself  of  the  means 
of  knowledge  in  his  power,  seems,  from  the  cases  cited,  to 
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have  been  founded  on  the  dictum  of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley.  ^««*-  •/  ^'w#» 
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in  the  case  of  Milnes  v.  Duncan;  and  with  all  respect  to  that  - 

authority,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  sustained  in  point  of       Kbllt 
law.     If,  indeed,  the  money  is  intentionally  paid,  without       Sojlari. 
reference  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  fact,  the  plaintiff 
meaning  to  waive  aU  inquiry  into  it,  and  that  the  person 
receiving  shall  have  the  money  at  aU  events,  whether  the 
fact  be  true  or  false,  the  latter  is  certainly  entitled  to  re- 
tain it;  but  if  it  is  paid  under  the  impression  of  the  truth 
of  a  fact  which  is  untrue,  it  may,  generally  speaking,  be 
recovered  back,  however  careless  the  party  paying  may 
have  been,  in  omitting  to  use  due  diligence  to  inquire  into 
the  fiu:t.    In  such  a  case  the  receiver  was  not  entitled  to  it,    - 
nor  intended  to  have  it.  ^ 

OuBNEY,  B.,  concurred. 

BoLFE,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  With  respect  to 
the  argument,  that  money  cannot  be  recovered  back  ex- 
cept where  it  is  unconscientious  to  retain  it,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  wherever  it  is  paid  under  a  mistake  of  fact,  and 
the  party  would  not  have  paid  it  if  the  fact  had  been  known 
to  him,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  unconscientious  to 
retain  it.  But  I  agree  that  Mr.  Plait  has  a  right  to  go  to 
the  jury  again,  upon  two  grounds:  first,  that  the  jury  may 
possibly  find  that  the  directors  had  not  in  truth  forgotten 
the  fact;  and  secondly,  they  may  also  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  they  had  determined  that  they  would  not  expose 
the  office  to  unpopularity,  and  would  therefore  pay  the 
money  at  all  events;  in  which  case  I  quite  agree  that  they 
could  not  recover  it  back. 

Rule  absolute  for  a  new  trial. 
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Ejeeh,  of  Pleat, 
1841. 

^^ — '  Cooper  v.  Langdon. 

Nov,  19.  A 

Assumpsit  on      ASSUMPSIT  On  an  agreement  to  build  a  house  for  the 

to  build  a  house  plaintiff,  according  to  certain  drawings,  plans,  and  speci- 
c^tofJ  d«w.  fixations,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  plaintiff,  and  also 
ings,  plans,  and  that  the  work  should  be  performed  with  the  best  mate- 
rials. Breach;  first,  that  the  defendant  did  not  do  the 
works  to  the  reasonable  satisfaction  of  the  plaintiff,  but  on 
the  contrary  thereof,  wholly  deceived  the  plaintiff  therein, 
and  the  same  works  were  done  in  a  manner  wholly  and 
reasonably  unsatisfactory  to  the  plaintiff,  in  this,  to  wit,  that 
the  defendant  did,  in  building  the  said  house  and  complet- 
tis&ction  of  the  ing  the  Said  several  works,  erect  a  certain  wall  there,  beins 

plaintiff;  and  °  .  '  '  & 

that  he  did  not  parcel  of  the  Said  house  and  works,  in  so  unsatisfactory 
and  improper  a  manner,  and  in  a  way  contrary  to  the  said 
drawings,  that  the  said  wall  stood  and  projected  into  and 
upon  the  shop  of  the  plaintiff,  and  thereby,  contrary  to  the 
said  agreement  and  promise  of  the  defendant,  did  deprive 
the  plaintiff  of  the  use  of  a  part  of  his  said  shop,  and  the 
same  shop  then  was  and  still  is,  by  reason  of  the  pre- 
mises, of  far  less  use  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  his  trade  therein.  The  second  breach  alleged 
was,  that  the  defendant  did  not  perform  the  work  with 
the  best  materials,  but  on  the  contrary,  performed  the 
the  drawings  by  samc  with  bad  and  improper  materials,  and  such  as  were 
the  direction  of  ^^g|.  f^^  ^^^  purposes  to  which  the  same  were  applied,  and 
which  did  not  in  any  way  correspond  with  the  drawings 
in  the  agreement  mentioned. 

Pleas:  first,  non  assumpsit :  secondly,  that  the  defendant 


specifications, 
and  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  the 
plaint! ffy  and 
with  the  best 
materials ;  al- 
leging as 
breaches  that 
the  defendant 
did  not  buildthe 
house  to  the  sa< 


perform  the 
work  with  the 
best  materials. 
Pleas,  1st,  non 
assumpsit; 
2ndly,  that  the 
defendant  did 
the  works  to 
the  satisfaction 
of  the  plaintiff; 
3rd,  that  before 
the  breach  the 
contract  was 
rescinded;  4th, 
leave  and  li- 
cense; 5th,  that 
the  defendant 


the  plaintiff's 
architect;  6th, 
a  plea  stating 
an  agreement 
between  plain- 
tiff and  defend- 
ant to  build  a 
stone  wall  in 

lieu  of  the  wall  mentioned  in  the  original  agreement;  7th,  that  the  defendant,  by  command  of 
the  plaintiff,  erected  a  stone  wall  instead  of  a  brick  wall.  The  plaintiff  took  issue  on  the  two 
first  pleas,  traversed  the  3rd,  6th,  and  7th,  replied  de  ii^urift  to  the  4th,  and  demurred  to  the 
5th.  The  cause  was  at  the  assizes  referred  to  an  arbitrator,  the  costs  of  the  cause  and  reference 
to  abide  the  event;  and  he  awarded  a  general  verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant 

Heldf  that  the  award  was  not  uncertain,  inconsistent,  or  repugnant,  and  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  arbitrator  to  assess  contingent  damages  on  the  demurrer,  neither  party  having 
requested  him  to  do  so,  but  acted  as  if  the  matter  had  not  been  submitted  to  him. 

HeUt  also,  that  the  5th  plea  was  bad  on  general  demurrer,  the  architect  not  being  shewn  to 
be  the  plaintiff's  agent  to  bind  him  by  any  deviation  from  the  drawings. 


MICHAELMAS  TERM,   5  VICT.  61 

did  do  the  said  works  to  the  reasonable  satisfaction  of  the  Sxek.  of  puai, 
plaintiff:  thirdly,  that  after  the  making  of  the  contract  and  '   ^ 

before  any  breach,  it  was  mutually  agreed  by  and  between  Coopek 
the  plaintiff  and  defendant  that  the  contract  and  promise  Lamodov. 
should  then  be  and  the  same  then  were  wholly  rescinded 
and  abandoned,  and  the  plaintiff  was  thereby  wholly  dis* 
charged  from  the  performance  thereof:  fourthly,  as  to  so 
much  of  the  declaration  as  relates  to  the  erecting  of  the 
wall,  that  the  defendant,  at  the  request  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  by  his  leave  and  license,  committed  the  supposed 
breach  of  contract,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  erect- 
ing of  the  said  wall :  fifthly,  as  to  so  much  of  the  declar- 
ation as  charges  the  defendant  with  a  deviation  from  the 
said  drawings,  that  he  the  defendant  did  deviate  from  the 
said  drawings  at  the  instance  and  request  of,  and  by  the 
direction  and  authority  of  the  architect  of  the  plaintiff: 
sixthly,  that  afi;er  the  committing  of  the  breaches  of  con- 
tract, it  was  agreed  by  and  between  the  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, at  the  request  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  defendant 
should  build  for  the  plaintiff  a  certain  other  wall  of  stone, 
in  lieu  of  the  wall  before  agreed  to  be  built  by  the  defend- 
ant, and  mentioned  in  the  plans  and  specifications,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  should  accept  such  agreement  and  the  per- 
formance thereof,  in  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the 
causes  of  action  in  the  introductory  part  of  that  plea  men- 
tioned; that  defendant  built  the  stone  wall  in  all  respects 
according  to  the  last-mentioned  agreement,  which  per- 
formance the  plaintiff  accepted  in  full  satisfaction,  be. : 
seventhly,  as  to  the  causes  of  action  "  as  to  the  projection 
of  the  said  wall,  that  during  the  performance  of  the  works, 
it  was  discovered  by  the  defendant  and  by  the  architect  of 
the  plaintiff,  that  the  wall  by  the  plans  and  specifications 
proposed  to  be  built  of  brick,  was  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses by  the  plans  and  specifications  proposed  and  intended, 
and  thereupon  the  defendant,  at  the  request  of  the  archi- 
tect of  the  plaintiff,  and  also  by  the  command  and  autho- 
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Bxeh.  iffPkai,  ritjr  of  the  plaintiflF,  did,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the 
brick  wall,  erect  and  bnild  the  said  wall  of  stone,  and  did 
thereby  necessarily  and  unavoidably  encroach  a  little  on 
the  shop  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  said  stone  wall  did,  by 
reason  of  the  same  being  much  wider  and  thicker  than  the 
brick  wall  in  the  plans  and  specifications  mentioned,  neoes« 
sarily  and  unavoidably  a  little  stand  and  project  into  and 
upon  the  shop  of  the  plaintiff,  without  any  default  what* 
ever  of  the  defendant. 

The  plaintiff  joined  issue  on  the  two  first  pleas :  to  the 
third  he  replied,  by  denying  that  the  contract  was  re- 
scinded or  abandoned;  to  the  fourth,  de  injuria ;  to  the 
fifth,  a  general  demurrer;  to  the  sixth,  that  he  did  not 
accept  the  agreement  in  that  plea  mentioned,  or  the  per- 
formance thereof,  in  satisfaction  or  discharge ;  to  the  last 
plea,  that  the  wall  of  stone  buQt  in  the  place  of  the  brick 
waU,  was  not  built  by  the  command  or  authority  of  the 
plaintiff. 

The  cause,  so  &r  as  related  to  the  issues  in  fact,  came 
on  for  trial  at  the  last  Summer  Assizes  for  the  county  of 
Hants,  when  a  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff  by  con- 
sent, subject  to  the  award  of  a  gentleman  at  the  bar;  the 
costs  of  the  cause  and  of  the  reference  to  abide  the  event. 
The  arbitrator  having  proceeded  and  held  the  reference, 
afterwards  made  his  award,  by  which  he  ordered  that  the 
verdict  entered  for  the  plaintiff  should  be  set  aside,  and  a 
verdict  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Erie  had  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  award 
should  not  be  set  aside,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  uncer- 
tain and  inconsistent;  that  the  pleas  were  inconsistent 
and  repugnant  to  each  other,  and  yet  the  arbitrator  had 
ordered  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendant,  without  say- 
ing whether  it  was  to  be  entered  on  some  or  all  of  the  is- 
sues; and  that  the  award  was  not  final,  in  omitting  to 
assess  contingent  damages  on  the  demurrer. 
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Ortnoder  shewed  cause. — ^First.  the  award  is  not  uncer-  ««*•  •f  p^^^ 
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tain;  it  determines  the  whole  canse  in  favour  of  the  de-  - 

fendant.  If  the  plaintiff  wished  the  arbitrator  to  find  spe-  Coopb» 
cifically  on  each  issue,  he  ought  to  have  requested  him  to  Larodok. 
do  so.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — You  need  not  trouble  your- 
self upon  that  point].  Then  it  is  said  that  the  award  is 
inoonsiBtent  and  repugnant  in  itself,  inasmuch  as  the  ar- 
bitrator, by  ordering  a  general  verdict  to  be  entered  for 
the  defendant,  determines  by  the  first  issue  that  there  was 
no  such  agreement  between  the  parties  as  that  alleged  in 
the  declaration,  while  by  the  second  and  subsequent  pleas 
such  agreement  is  admitted  to  exist.  But  the  award  is  not 
necessarily  inconsistent;  the  effect  of  the  pleas  merely  is, 
that  there  was  no  such  agreement,  but  if  there  was,  the 
defendant  has  performed  it,  or  is  excused  from  doing  so« 
The  plaintiff  under  the  first  issue  is  called  upon  to  make 
out  Ids  case,  and  if  he  fails  in  doing  so,  there  is  no  incon- 
sistency in  awarding  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendant. 
In  The  Duke  of  Beaufort  v.  Welsh  (a),  which  was  assumpsit 
on  a  retainer  to  project  certain  works,  and  to  examine 
certain  bills  with  care,  skill,  and  diligence,  the  defendant 
pleaded  first,  non  assumpsit;  secondly,  no  retainer;  thirdly, 
that  the  defendant  did  use  care  &c.  in  projecting  the  works; 
fourthly,  that  he  did  use  care  &c.  in  examining  the  bills. 
The  cause  and  all  matters  in  difference  were  referred  by 
order  of  Nisi  Prius,  the  costs  of  the  cause  to  abide  the 
event.  The  arbitrator  by  his  award  found  for  the  defend- 
ant on  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  issues,  and  for  the 
plaintiff  on  the  third;  and  it  was  held  that  the  award  was 
good,  and  not  repugnant,  for  that  the  finding  on  the  third 
and  fourth  inmes  must  be  regarded  as  hypothetical,  and 
only  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  costs  of  them. 
That  decision  is  strongly  in  point.  [Parke,  B. — Another 
question  here  is,  whether  the  award  is  final,  the  arbitra- 
tor having  omitted  to  assess  contingent  damages  on  the 

(a)  10  Ad.  &  Ell.  527. 
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Bxch.  of  Pimu,  demurrer.]  Neither  of  the  parties  brought  that  matter 
before  the  arbitrator,  but  acted  as  if  it  was  not  submitted 
to  him. 

Erie  and  RawUnson,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^The  arbi- 
trator ought  to  have  assessed  contingent  damages  on  the 
demurrer :  In  re  Bobson  ^  Railston{a).  In  that  case,  on  a 
ference  of  all  matters  in  difference,  a  demand  on  one  side 
was  laid  before  the  arbitrators,  and  immediately  admitted 
by  the  other  party;  no  evidence  was  in  consequence  given 
concerning  it,  nor  any  adjudication  upon  it  requested. 
The  arbitrators  published  their  award  of  and  concerning 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  directing  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  (without  saying  on  what  account)  to  the  party 
against  whom  the  above  claim  had  been  made,  with  costs; 
and  it  was  proved  that  they  left  that  claim  out  of  consider- 
ation in  making  their  award,  as  a  matter  not  in  dispute.  It 
was  held  that  the  award  was  bad,  as  the  arbitrator  ought  to 
have  taken  notice  of  the  admitted  demand.  Lord  Tenter- 
den,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  said,  "  There 
would  be  no  end  of  disputes,  if  the  practice  were  to  pre- 
vail, that  whenever,  on  a  meeting  before  arbitrators,  one 
party  gave  up  items  one,  two,  and  three  of  his  demands, 
and  the  other  four,  five,  and  six;  these  were  all  to  be  laid 
out  of  consideration  in  making  the  award.''  [Lord  Abinger^ 
C.  B. — ^In  that  case  the  effect  of  the  finding  was  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  that  the  arbitrators  should  have  adjudicated 
upon  the  claim;  but  here,  as  the  arbitrator  finds  for  the 
defendant  on  all  the  issues,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for 
him  to  assess  contingent  damages  upon  the  demurrer]. 
Then  the  award  is  inconsistent  and  repugnant.  The  pleas 
are  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  if  the  arbitrator 
must  be  taken  to  have  found  all  the  facts  stated  in  them  to 
be  true,  such  a  state  of  things  could  not  exist.    An  arbi- 

(a)  1  B.  &  Adol.  723. 


MICHASLMA8   TEBM^   5  VICT.  65 

trator  stands  in  the  same  situation  as  a  jury,  and  no  more  EjnA.  •f  Pieas, 
intendment  can  be  made  in  favour  of  his  finding  than  of  *  ^ 

that  of  a  JTuy.    A  verdict  which  is  inconsistent  or  repug-       Coopbe 
nant  is  void;  Com.  Dig.,  Pleader  (S.  23).   Thej  cited  also      Lanodon. 
Marler  v.  Ayliffe  (a),  and  England  v.  Dam8on{b). 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  discharged.  I  think  the  award  is  neither  in- 
consistent nor  repugnant.  If  the  cause  had  been  tried 
at  Nisi  Prius,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  might  have 
been  such,  and  it  might  have  taken  such  a  course,  that 
a  verdict  might  have  been  found  for  the  defendant  on 
every  one  of  the  issues.  Suppose  the  plaintiff  failed  in  prov- 
ing his  case  under  the  general  issue,  the  defendant  might 
go  on  and  give  evidence  in  support  of  the  issues,  the  proof 
of  which  rests  upon  him ;  and  if  he  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing them,  then  the  general  verdict  would  be  for  him. 
There  would  have  been  no  necessary  inconsistency,  if  the 
jury  had  found  for  the  defendant  on  the  general  issue  and 
also  on  all  the  other  issues. 

Pabke,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  first  ob- 
jection is,  that  the  award  is  uncertain,  inasmuch  as  it  does 
not  determine  whether  the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for  the 
defendant  on  some  or  all  of  the  issues ;  but  I  think  the 
meaning  of  the  award  is,  that  a  verdict  shall  be  entered 
for  the  defendant  upon  each  issue  which  could  be  found 
for  him.  In  England  v.  Davison^  the  award  was  uncertain, 
because  the  arbitrator  had  not  disposed  of  the  issues ;  but 
in  the  present  case,  the  arbitrator  directs  a  general  verdict 
to  be  entered  for  the  defendant.  Then  comes  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  issues  may  not  all  consistently  be  found 
for  the  defendant.  I  have  no  doubt  they  may.  Suppose 
the  plaintiff  to  faQ  in  proving  the  agreement,  as  for  instance, 
or  want  of  a  stamp,  and  that  the  defendant  were  to  prove 

(a)  Cro.  Jac.  134.  (6)  9  Dowl.  P.  C.  1052. 

VOL.  IX.  F  M.  W. 
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Exeh.  of  Pleat,  the  Other  issues,  there  would  be  no  inconsistency  in  finding 

tOAt 

^  them  all  for  him.  Under  the  statute  of  Anne,  each  issue 
is  to  be  disposed  of  as  if  it  stood  alone  upon  the  record. 
With  respect  to  the  matter  arising  upon  the  demurrer,  it 
may  be  that,  according  to  the  true  construction  of  the  sub- 
mission, the  arbitrator  ought  to  have  disposed  of  it;  but, 
as  both  parties  have  in  effect  agreed  that  he  should  not, 
that  amounts  to  a  new  agreement  by  parol  to  abide  by 
the  award ;  and  all  the  issues  in  fact  being  found  for  the 
defendant,  it  became  unnecessary  to  assess  contingent  da- 
mages on  the  demurrer. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  and  Rolpe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


In  Hilary  Term,  1842  (Jan.  24),  the  demurrer  came  on 
for  argument. 

KeUy,  who  appeared  to  support  it,  was  stopped  by  the 
Court,  who  called  upon 

Crowder  to  support  the  plea. — ^The  plea  amounts  in  sub- 
stance to  an  averment,  that  the  deviation  from  the  drawings 
was  by  the  direction  of  an  agent  of  the  plaintiff.  The  de- 
fendant has  a  right  to  assume,  on  this  demurrer,  that  the 
drawings  did  not  altogether  agree  with  the  plans  and  spe- 
cifications, and  that  therefore  the  architect  directed  a  de- 
viation from  them:  supposing  that  to  be  the  case,  can  such 
deviation  furnish  a  ground  of  action  ? 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^We  cannot  surmise  that.  The 
plea  is  clearly  bad:  the  declaration  does  not  state  the  ar- 
chitect to  have  been  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  neither  does 
the  plea  allege  that  he  was. 
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AldbbsoKj  B. — The  defendant  undertook  to  do  the  B*<a.  of  p/eas. 


works  aoc(»ding  to  the  drawings.  He  has  not  done  so ; 
hvt  he  says  he  deviated  from  them  by  the  authority  of  the 
architect  of  the  plaintiff.  He  does  not  aver  that  he  did 
them  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications:  and  no 
authority  is  shewn  on  the  part  of  the  architect  to  hind  the 
plaintiff  by  any  deviation  from  the  drawings. 

QvnvMY,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


1841. 


Singleton  i;.  Johnson.  ;Viw.  19, 

X  ASHLEY  had  obtained  a  rule  for  judgment  as  in  case  An  affldavicon 

-  -^  /«•  1      -^        1  •  1  •    j^'Ai    1  ^^  Tfc   A  which  a  rule  tor 

of  a  nonsuity  upon  affidavits  which  were  intitled  "  Between  judgment  as  in 
John  Singleton,  plaintiff,  and  George  Johnson,  defendant.^'  ^rwL*found- 
The  affidavits  in  answer  to  the  rule  stated  that  there  were  f,**' Ti*i^"'*" 

tied  "  Between 

two  persons  of  the  name  of  George  Johnson,  and  that  all  J-  s.,  plaintiff, 
the  proceedings  in  the  cause  hitherto  had  been  intitled  fendant."'  The 
"  Between  John  Singleton  and  George  Johnson  the  elder/'  J^ter' to"the 

rule  suted,  that 
there  were  two 

Heatcn  shewed  cause. — The  affidavit  on  which  the  rule  o.  j.i,  and 

was  obtained  is  improperly  intitled.     It  is  an  established  proceedings  in 

nde  that  where  there  is  a  cause  in  Court,  all  affidavits  used  [nt^^^'a  J^^gf 

in  Court  must  in  their  title  follow  the  title  of  the  cause.  ^' ^-  f;  '**,  .^ 

elder:**— Held  ^ 

In  Shrin^ion  v.  Carter  (a),  an  affidavit  intitled  "  G.  Shrimp-  that  the  affida. 
ton  V.  W.  Carter  the  elder,  sued  as  W.  Carter,'*  the  cause  cienT. 
being  G.  Shrimpton  v.  W.  Carter,  was  rejected  as  being 
improperly  intitled. — He  cited  also  Bortkwick  v.  Ravens- 
croft  {b). 

PaMe^,  in  support  of  the  rule. — All  that  is  required  in 


(a)  3  Dowl.  P.  C.  64S.  (&)  5  M.  &  W.  31. 

v2 
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E*eh.  of  PUat,  intitling  an  affidavit  is  to  state  correctly  the  Christian  and 
surnames  of  the  parties  in  the  cause,  which  has  been  done 
in  the  present  case.  It  is  no  objection  that  the  word 
"  elder^'  is  omitted.  Where  the  name  of  a  party  is  ^ven 
without  any  description  of  "elder"  or  ''yotinger,"  the 
former  is  always  presumed. 


Lord  Abinoer,C.B. — ^We  think  the  affidavit  is  sufficient. 
In  the  case  of  Shrimpton  v.  Carter,  the  affidavit,  by  de- 
scribing "  W.  Carter"  as  "  W.  Carter  the  elder,"  gave  an 
addition  to  the  name  of  the  party,  which  might  not  have 
been  true ;  but,  in  the  present  case,  George  Johnson  means 
Oeorge  Johnson  the  elder,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressed. 

Parke,  B. — The  case  of  Shrimpton  v.  Carter  was  the 
converse  of  the  present ;  and  there  the  title  of  the  affidavit 
contained  more  than  the  title  of  the  cause. 

Rule  discharged  on  a  peremptory  undertaking. 


Thomas  v.  John  Bird  and  Thomas  Bird. 

XrBSPASS  for  imprisoning  the  plaintiff,  and  seizing 
and  taking  away  her  goods ;  to  wit,  sovereigns,  guineas,  &c« 
Pleas :  1st,  not  guilty ;  2ndly,  that  the  goods  and  chattels 
in  the  declaration  mentioned  were  not  the  goods  of  the 
plaintiff;  Srdly,  that  they  were  the  goods  of  the  defendant 
John  Bird,  and  W.  Haddocks,  as  administrators  of  William 
Bird,  deceased;  4thly,  leave  and  license.  The  plaintiff 
joined  issue  on  the  two  first  pleas,  traversed  the  allegation 

competent  wit- 
ness for  the  defendant,  without  a  release. 

Quaret  whether  a  release  hy  two  of  the  next  of  kin  to  the  administrator,  of  their  respective 
interests  in  the  goods  the  subject  of  the  action,  required  more  than  one  stamp? 

Such  a  release  (if  necessary)  would  have  been  sufficient,  without  extending  also  to  the  costs 
of  the  action ;  inasmuch  as  they  would  not  necessarily  be  allowed  to  the  s^dministrator  as  a 
charge  on  the  estate.  In  case  of  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiiT. 


Nov.  19. 

In  an  action 
against  an  ad- 
ministrator for 
taking  the 
plaintiffsgoods, 
to  which  he 
pleaded  that 
they  were  his 
goods  as  admi- 
nistrator : — 
Held,  that  one 
of  the  next  of 
kin  of  the  in- 
testate  was  a 


MICflABLMAS   TSRM^   5  VICT.  69 

in  the  third  plea  of  their  being  the  goods  of  the  adminis-  BmH.  rf  PUat, 
tmtors,  and  to  the  fourth  plea  replied  de  injuri&.  Issues 
thereon. — ^At  the  trial  before  Tlndal,  C.  J.^  at  the  last  As- 
sizes for  Surrey,  the  defendants  called  as  a  witness,  in  sup- 
port of  the  issue  on  the  third  plea,  one  Frances  Monckton, 
who  was  a  niece  of  the  intestate  William  Bird,  and  entitled 
to  a  distributive  share  of  his  property.  Her  competency 
being  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendants 
put  in  a  deed  of  release,  whereby  the  witness  and  her  hus- 
band, Stephen  Monckton,  and  Elizabeth  Hayward  (an- 
other niece  and  next  of  kin  of  the  intestate,  who  also 
was  a  witness)  and  her  husband  released  to  the  adminis- 
trators all  their  interest  in  or  arising  out  of  the  goods,  the 
subject  of  this  action.  This  deed  bore  one  86tf.  stamp  only. 
It  was  contended  for  the*  defendants,  that  this  deed  was  not 
sufficient  to  restore  the  witness  to  competency,  on  two 
grounds :  first,  that  the  release  applied  only  to  the  goods  in 
question,  and  not  to  the  costs  of  this  action,  which  would 
constitute  a  burthen  on  the  estate ;  and  secondly,  that,  the 
interests  of  the  two  releasing  parties  being  several,  two 
stamps  were  necessary.  The  learned  judge  was  of  opinion 
that  the  release  was  sufficient  in  both  these  respects ;  and 
the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  leave  being  given  to  the  defend- 
ants to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit.  On  an  early  day  in 
this  term. 

Plait  moved  for  a  rule  pursuant  to  the  leave  reserved,  or 
for  a  new  trial,  and  renewed  the  objections  taken  at  Nisi 
Prius. — ^First,  the  costs  of  the  cause  would  form  a  burthen 
on  the  estate,  in  case  the  plaintiff  succeeded,  and  the  wit- 
ness was  interested  in  relieving  it  of  that  burthen :  the 
release  should,  therefore,  have  extended  to  the  costs  also. 
The  witness  had  a  direct  interest  in  making  out  the  pro- 
perty to  be  part  of  the  intestate's  estate.  [Parke,  B. — 
The  damages  for  false  imprisonment  could  not,  certaxnky 
would  not,  and  the  costs  of  the  cause  would  not  necessa- 
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Ezeh,  of  PUat,  rily^  be  allowed  to  the  administrator  as  a  charge  on  the 
.   ^^'  ^    estate.    Lord  Alnnger,  C.  B. — ^It  is  not  a  direct  conse- 


Thomas       quence  of  the  verdict.]     Secondly^  one  stamp  was  not  suf- 

BiRD.        ficient.     The  interests  of  the  two  nieces  were  several,  and 

required  several  acts  and  deeds  of  release.     They  were  not 

joint  tenants.     The  deed  ought,  therefore,  to  have  borne 

a  stamp  in  respect  of  each  of  those  interests. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  deUvered  by 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — In  this  case  the  question  was, 
whether  one  of  the  next  of  kin,  who  was  eauumned  on 
behalf  of  the  defendants,  one  o{  whom  was  an  adminis- 
trator, was  a  competent  witness.  The  witness  had  joined 
with  another  next  of  kin,  also  a  witness,  in  a  release  of 
their  interest  in  or  arising  out  of  the  goods,  part  <£  the 
subject  of  this  action.  The  release  was  in  one  instrument, 
with  one  stamp ;  and  the  objection  was  that,  the  interests, 
of  the  two  witnesses  being  separate,  there  ought  to  have 
been  two  stamps.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  of  opinioa 
that  the  release  of  both  was  one  joint  transaction,  and  ad- 
missible on  the  same  principle  that  a  release  by  all  credi- 
tors under  a  composition  deed  has  been  received.  We  do 
not  say  that  this  opinion  was  not  right,  though  possibly 
we  might  have  thought  it  fit  to  receive  further  considera- 
tion. But  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  witness  was  compe- 
tent without  any  release,  as  the  verdict  was  not  admissible 
in  evidence  for  or  against  her,  and  she  was  not  interested 
in  the  event  of  the  trial.  To  support  the  objection  on  ac- 
count of  interest  in  the  event,  the  legal  consequence  of  the 
verdict  must  be  such  as  necessarily  to  affect  the  interests 
of  the  witness ;  and  that  was  not  the  case  in  this  action. 
.  The  verdict  might  practically  affeet  them,  and  probably 
would;  but  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  it  would. 
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Nothing  would  be  legally  detennined  by  it^  so  as  to  affect  Exeh.  of  PUoi, 

the  rights  of  the  next  of  kin,  as  to  the  goods,  the  subject  .    ^^^'  . 

of  the  action,  being  part  of  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  to  Thomas 

be  aooounted  for  by  the  administrators.    There  will  there-  Bird. 
fore  be  no  rule. 

Kule  refused. 


PooL£  V,  Palmer.  ^ov.  13  &  16. 

IBT  for  work  and  labour,  money  paid,  and  on  an  ac-  in  an  actioa 

count  stated.     Plea,  nunquam  indebitatus.     At  the  trial  Beverai  loXni 

before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings  after  ^n^I^wn!*** 


De 


Trinity  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  by  tractors  are 

,..«..  ,  ^  «  ^     competent  wit- 

the  plaintiff,  an  auctioneer  and  estate  agent,  to  recover  nessesforthe 
compensation  for  business  done  by  him  relative  to  an  in-  the'^tat  3  S"-** 
tended  sale  of  an  estate  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  which  he  ^^jj^*;?"  *^' 
had  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  a  written  authority  to  sell 
the  property,  dated  10th  of  August,  1840,  signed  by  the 
defendant  and  several  other  persons.     One  of  these  per- 
sons being  called  as  a  witness  for  the  defendant,  was  ob- 
jected to  as  being  a  co-contractor  with  him,  and  therefore 
incompetent.   The  Lord  Chief  Baron  allowed  the  objection, 
and  the  plaintiff  obtained  a  verdict. 

In  this  term,  Thesiger  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
there  should  not  be  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the 
witness  was  improperly  rejected  relying  on  RusseU  v. 
Blake  (a). 

Piatt  (with  whom  was  James)  now  shewed  cause. — ^The 
witness  was  rightly  rejected,  because  he  had  a  direct  inter- 
est to  defeat  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  so  to  prevent  himself 
from  becoming  liable  to  the  defendant  for  contribution.  In 
Jones  V.  Pritchard  (i),  this  Court  held  that  a  part-owner  of 

(a)  2  Scott,  N.  R.  574.  (6)  2  M.  &  W.  199. 
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Exeh,  of  Piea§,  a  ship  was  a  competent  witness  for  another  part-owner 
sued  for  work  done  to  the  ship,  but  after  a  release.  Here 
no  release  was  ^ven.  In  Jackson  v.  GaUoway  (a),  a  part- 
owner  was  rejected  as  incompetent  under  similar  circum- 
stances, notwithstanding  cross  releases.  In  Planchh  v. 
Braham  {b),  and  Steers  v.  Carwardine  (c),  also,  joint  con- 
tractors were  held  incompetent  witnesses  for  their  co-con- 
tractor. In  Green  v.  JVarburton{d),  where  a  defendant 
justified  a  trespass  to  chattels  by  a  plea  alleging  them  to 
be  the  property  of  J.  S.,  and  that  he  committed  the  tres- 
pass by  the  command  of  J.  S.,  Paiteson,  J.,  held  that 
J.  S.  was  not  a  competent  witness  for  the  defendant,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  made  so  by  the  indorsement  of  his 
name  on  the  postea,  under  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  48, 
8. 26.  Could  a  co-obligor  in  a  bond  be  called  to  defeat 
that  bond  ?  It  was  conceded  that  this  was  a  joint  con- 
tract, and  the  witness  clearly  came  to  exonerate  himself 
firom  liability  under  it.  If  the  defendant  succeeds  in  this 
action,  then,  in  case  of  a  second  action  being  brought 
against  the  witness,  he  could  plead  in  bar  the  judgment  in 
this.  [Parke,  B. — ^This  point  has  been  decided  against 
you  in  RusseU  y.  Blake,  after  a  full  consideration  of  all  the 
cases.  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — Suppose  the  defendant  had 
paid  the  money  without  an  action  being  brought,  he  might 
still  bring  his  action  for  contribution;  the  verdict,  there- 
fore, would  only  be  evidence  to  charge  him  with  the  costs 
of  the  action,  for  which  he  would  not  be  liable,  because  he 
might  say  the  defendant  ought  to  have  paid  without  an 
action.]  Therefore  it  is  that  his  incompetency  is  not  re- 
moved by  the  recent  statute;  he  is  not  affected  by  the 
record,  but  by  the  act  of  payment,  to  prevent  which  he 
has  a  direct  interest. 

Thesiger  (with  whom  was  Creasy),  contra. — ^The  witness 

(fl)  8  C.  &  P.  480.  (c)  Id.  570. 

(6)  Id.  68.  (<4  2  M.  &  Rob.  105. 
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clearly  competent,  if  not  at  common  law,  at  all  erents  Exeh,  qfPUoi, 
bytheoperationoftlie8tat.8&4Wm.4,c.42,8.26.  If,  in-  vJf^L 
deed,  thenatnre  of  his  interestwere  such  that  he  was  directly 
interested  in  the  event  of  the  snit,  his  incompetency  would 
not  be  removed  by  the  statute :  BaiUffs  of  Godmanchester 
▼.  PhUUpa  {a).  But  if  he  was  no  further  interested  than 
because  the  verdict  or  judgment  could  be  used  as  evidence 
against  it,  he  becomes  competent  by  the  express  provision 
of  the  statute.  [He  referred  to  the  cases  of  Burgess 
▼.  CuiMBib),  FaUh  v.  MMyre  (c).  Pickles  v.  Rollings  (rf), 
and  Creevey  v.  Bowman  (e).]  The  cases  cited  on  the  other 
side  do  not  apply.  In  Jones  v.  IMtchard,  the  witness  had 
received  a  release,  and  the  present  question,  therefore,  was 
never  raised.  In  Jackson  v.  Galloway ^  and  Steers  v.  Car- 
wardSnCf  the  witness  was  called  for  the  plaintiff.  The  star 
tnte  cannot  apply  to  such  a  case  as  that,  because  the  ver- 
dict and  judgment  in  the  action  cannot  be  evidence  for  or 
against  the  witness ;  if  therefore  he  be  interested  at  all, 
it  is  in  the  event  of  the  suit.  Green  v.  Warburton,  and 
Stanley  v.  Jobson  (/),  decided  by  the  same  learned  judge, 
must  be  considered  to  have  been  overruled  by  Russell  v. 
Blake,  which  directly  governs  the  present  case.  In  Stanley 
V.  Jobson,  a  co-maker  of  a  promissory  note,  for  whom  the 
defendant  had  signed  it  as  a  surety,  was  held  to  be  an  in- 
competent witness  for  the  defendant,  on  the  ground  that 
he  might,  on  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  be  liable  to  the 
costs  of  the  action,  including  the  defendant's  own  costs ; 
and  that  as  to  the  latter,  the  statute  did  not  apply.  In  such 
a  case  the  witness  is  under  two  distinct  liabilities ;  there  is 
a  liabiUty  to  an  indemnity  against  payment  of  the  note  by 
his  surety,  independent  of  the  result  of  the  suit,  arising  out 
of  the  original  suretyship;  and  there  is  a  liability  to  pay- 

(a)  4  Ad.  &  £U.  550;  6  Nev.  &  (c)  7  C.  &  P.  44. 

M.211.  {d)  lM.&Rob.468. 

(h)  I  M.  &  Rob.  315 ;  6  C.  &  P.  (e)  Id.  496. 

282.  (/)  2  M.  &  Rob.  103. 
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Exch.  of  PUat,  ment  of  the  costs.  But  as  to  the  latter^  the  only  proof  of 
*  that  liability  would  be  by  means  of  the  record  in  the  ac- 
tion. Russell  Y.  Blake,  howeyer/  is  an  express  authority  for 
the  defendant :  the  witness  in  the  present  case  stands  in 
precisely  the  same  situation  as  the  joint  maker  of  the 
note  in  that  case.  It  is  said  that  the  witness  has  a  direct 
interest  in  the  result  of  the  suit,  because,  in  a  fresh  action 
Ugainst  him,  he  could  plead  the  judgment  for  the  defend- 
ant in  this  action.  It  may  be  doubtful  whether,  if  he 
pleaded  in  abatement  the  non-joinder  of  the  present  de- 
fendant and  his  other  co-contractors,  and  the  plaintiff, 
accordingly,  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  discon- 
tinued, and  brought  a  fresh  action  against  them  all,  the 
first  defendant  could  plead  his  former  judgment ;  but  even 
if  he  could,  the  witness  is  precluded  from  doing  so,  by  the 
express  terms  of  the  26th  section.  [He  was  then  stopped 
by  the  Court.] 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — It  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
say,  that  the  last  decision,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
is  directly  in  point,  and  ought  to  govern  us.  But  I  go 
jfurther,  and  think  that  I  was  wrong  in  principle,  and  that 
in  reality  the  witness  stood  indifferent  between  the  parties. 
If  the  plaintiff  failed,  the  witness  could  not  use  the  judg- 
ment except  by  means  of  the  record,  and  that  the  statute 
prevents  him  from  doing.  Then  how  does  the  case  stand  ? 
If  the  plaintiff  recovers,  the  witness  is  liable  to  contribu- 
tion ;  if  he  fails,  the  witness  is  still  liable  to  the  whole  debt, 
because  he  cannot  use  the  judgment  in  his  favour.  He  is 
therefore  indifferent. 

Parkb,  B. — I  entirely  concur  in  the  judgment  delivered 
by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the  case  of  RusseU  v. 
Blake.  This  question  was  very  much  considered  in  that 
case,  and  the  decision  is  quite  satisfactory  to  my  mind.  I 
quite  concur,  also,  in  the  doubts  expressed  by  that  Court, 
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whether  the  cases  which  hare  heen  decided  on  this  suhject  Btek.  rf  Pka$, 
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were  right,  independently  of  the  statute.  For>  as  it  appears 
to  me,  the  witness  is  altogelher  indifferent ;  if  the  plaintiff 
sneeeeds,  the  witness  is  liable  for  contribution ;  if  the  phiin* 
tiff  faUs,  he  is  liable  for  the  whole  debt  j  and  as  to  the  costs, 
he  is  not  liable  for  them  at  all.  However,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  consider  that  question :  it  is  enough  to  say  that  this  case 
is  elearly  within  the  authority  of  BusMett  ▼.  Blake. 

Albbbson,  B. — ^I  quite  agree  that  we  are  concluded  by 
thedeeision  in  Buuell  v.  Blake,  looking  at  it  as  a  question 
ef  authority;  besides  which,  I  quite  agree  with  that  deci- 
sion, if  it  be  considered  as  a  question  of  principle. 

RoLFB,  B.j  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 


Thomas  Jonbs  v.  Hugh  Jones.  .,     ^ 

Nov.  16. 
Assumpsit  by  indorsee  against  maker  of  a  promissory  In  an  action  by 
note  for  jE50.     Fleas:   first,  that  the  defendant  did  not  maker^ofa^ro^ 
make  the  note  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  on  which  issue  ^^^n^ant 
was  joined :  secondly,  that  the  defendant  made  the  note  at  pleaded,  i.  that 

he  did  not 

the  request  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  plaintiff,  to  make  the  note  ; 
which  there  was  a  replication  de  injuri&,  and  issue  thereon,  itfortheacmm! 
At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  "^*^°°S^^*»'« 

^     '  '  plainuff.  There 

sittings  after  Trinity  Term,  the  plaintiff's  counsel  called  a  was  an  attesting 
person  whose  name  appeared  on  the  note  as  attesting  wit-  note,  who,  on 
ness,  and  he  proved  the  signature  "Hugh  Jones''  to  the  |;fe"triSl"stated 
note  to  have  been  written  in  his  presence,  and  that  the  *?**  *>«  ••''  the 

.  signature 

Hugh  Jones  whose  signature  he  so  attested  kept  a  public-  (Hugh  Jones) 
house,  the  Glasgow  Tavern,  at  Llangefni,  in  the  county  of  written'^by  a 

party  whose  oc- 
cupation and 
residence  he  de«cribed,  but  that  he  had  had  no  communication  with  him  since,  and  that  this 
visa  eommoa  name  in  the  neighbourhood  where  the  note  was  made:-*£re/i^  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  the  identity  of  the  defendant  with  the  maker  of  the  note,  and  that 
the  second  plea  conld  not  be  called  in  aid  for  that  purpose. 
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Exeh.  pf  Pkat^  Anglesey.     On  cross-examination,  he  admitted  that  he  had 
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'  ^  not  seen  or  had  any  communication  with  that  Hugh  Jones 
Jones  since  the  date  of  the  note;  and  that  the  name  was  a  very 
JoMEs.  common  one  in  Anglesey.  This  being  all  the  evidence 
adduced  by  the  plaintiff^  Atherian,  for  the  defendant^  ob- 
jected that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  be  nonsuited^  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  of  the 
identity  of  the  Hugh  Jones^  whose  subscription  to  the  note 
had  been  proved^  with  the  defendant  on  this  record.  The 
Lord  Chief  Baron  reserved  the  point ;  and  under  his  di- 
rection a  verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount 
of  the  note  and  interest^  with  leave  to  the  defendant  to 
move  to  enter  a  nonsuit. 

Atherton  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accordingly^ 

Jervis  and  Crompton  now  shewed  cause. — ^If  there  was 
any  evidence  at  all  to  go  to  the  jury  of  the  identity  of  the 
defendant  as  the  party  to  the  note,  there  cannot  be  a  non- 
suit. Now,  although  there  be  several  Hugh  Jones's,  it 
will  be  assumed,  until  the  contrary  appears,  that  only  one 
note,  such  as  that  declared  on,  was  signed  by  a  Hugh 
Jones.  Then  the  Hugh  Jones  who  has  been  served  with 
the  writ,  having  notice  by  the  declaration  of  the  purport 
of  that  note,  and  having  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting 
it,  comes  in  and  appears  by  counsel,  and  pleads  that  he 
made  it  for  the  plaintiffs  accommodation ;  that  is,  he  ad- 
mits that  he  knows  something  of  the  note  declared  on. 
True,  one  plea  cannot  be  called  in  aid  of  another  issue ; 
but  it  may  be  used  as  some  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the 
party ;  and  very  little  evidence  is  suflScient.  [Parke,  B. — 
That  argument  would  dispense  with  any  proof  of  the  hand- 
writing.] If  the  strictness  now  contended  for  is  to  pre- 
vail, the  identity  can  only  be  proved  by  employing  a  per- 
son to  serve  the  writ  who  is  acquainted  with  the  hand- 
writing of  the  party.     If  the  defendant  is  not  the  real 
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maker  of  the  note^  he  may  come  and  set  all  the  proceed-  Ettek,  o/pum, 
ings  aside.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — The  burthen  is  not  ^  ^  ^ 
thrown  on  him.]  The  same  difficulty  will  occur  in  or-  Jones 
dinary  cases  of  goods  sold  and  delivered.  [Parke,  B. — So  Jonbs. 
it  often  does.]  There  are  several  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  ruled  by  Lord  Tenterden  and  other  judges  at  Nisi 
PriuSj  that  proof  of  the  handwriting  of  the  subscribing 
witness  to  an  instrument,  he  being  dead  or  not  to  be  found, 
is  sufficient  to  charge  the  party  to  the  instrument,  without 
any  further  proof  of  his  identity,  except  the  identity  of 
name  and  description :  Page  v.  Mann  (a),  MUchettv.  John" 
9on{b),  Kay  v.  Brookman{c).  [Parke,  B.,  referred  to 
WhUelocke  v.  Musgrove  {d),  as  establishing  the  rule  on  this ' 
subject.]  In  Hennell  v.  Lyon  {e),  the  copy  of  a  bill  and 
answer,  the  latter  purporting  to  be  an  answer  by  a  person 
of  the  same  name  as  the  defendant,  in  the  character  of 
administrator,  was  held,  without  more,  sufficient  prim&  facie 
evidence  of  identity  in  order  to  prove  assets,  upon  an  issue 
on  plene  administravit.  So,  in  Bulkeley  v.  Butler  (/),  in 
an  action  by  indorsee  against  acceptor  of  a  bill,  of  which 
E.  S.  was  the  payee,  proof  that  a  person  calling  himself 
E.  S.  came  to  the  place  of  the  plaintiff's  residence  with  the 
bill  in  question  and  other  genuine  documents,  and  indorsed 
it  to  the  plaintiff,  was  held  sufficient  prim&  facie  evidence  of 
his  identity  with  E.  S.  the  payee.  [Rolfe,  B. — There  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  same  bill.]  fVkUelocke  v.  Mus- 
grove  was  the  case  of  a  note  signed  by  a  marksman.  Corn- 
field V.  Parsons (g)  is  distinguishable;  that  was  merely 
the  case  of  a  declaration  supposed  to  be  made  to  the  wit- 
ness by  the  plaintiff,  who  might  easily  be  personated,  and 
who  had  no  power  to  deny  or  disprove  the  witness's  state- 
ment, which  he,  being  imposed  upon  by  another  person, 

(c)  Moo.  &  M.  79.  (e)  1  B.  &  Aid.  182. 

(&)  Id.  176.  (/)  2  B.  &  Cr.  434 ;  3  D.  &  R. 

(e)  Id.  286.  625. 

(J)  1  C.  &  M.  511.  (^)  1  C.  &  M.  730. 
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Btek,  <f  pu^  might  honestly  mske.    Here  the  Hugh  Jones  served  with 
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the  writ  has  had  notice  of  all  the  proceedings^  and  has  the 
joNss  means  of  disproving  the  conclusion  that  he  is  the  party  to 
joMBi.        the  note. 

Atherton,  contril^  was  not  called  upon. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — The  argument  for  the  ^aintiff 
might  be  correct^  if  the  case  had  not  introduced  the  exist- 
ence of  many  Hugh  Joneses  in  the  neighbourhood  where 
the  note  was  made.  As  it  was,  I  think  there  was  no  sof- 
ficient  evidence  of  the  identity.  I  am  aware  liiat  Lord 
Tenterden  had  a  different  practice,  but  I  believe  it  never 
became  necessary  to  raise  the  question  before  the  Court. 

Paakb,  B. — ^This  point  must  be  considered  as  settled  by 
the  case  of  WhUehcke  v.  Musgrove,  All  the  authorities 
are  cited  in  Phillipps  on  Evidence,  vol.  ii.,  p.  661,  and  the 
rule  of  law  on  this  subject  is  there  laid  down  correctly.  The 
plaintiff  might  have  called  the  defendant's  attorney  to  say 
whether  the  person  who  employed  him  in  the  case  was  the 
Hugh  Jones  who  lived  at  the  Glasgow  Tavern,  Llangefni. 

BoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 

The  rule  was  made  absolute,  not  for  a  nonsuit,  but  fiir 
a  new  trial  on  payment  of  costs  by  the  plaintiff  (a). 

(a)  The  cause  was  re-tried  at  the  the  derk  to  the  p1aintiff*ft  attorney 

London  Sittings  after  Michaelmas  produced  the  writ  of  summons  and 

Term   (the    venue    having    heen  other  proceedings  in  the  action,  and 

changed),  when  the  attesting  wit-  identified  the  person  spoken  to  by 

ness  was  again  cafied,  and  stated  lihe  other  witness  as  the  individuid 

that,  since  the  former  trial,  he  had  upon  whom  those  proceedings  had 

seen  the  Hugh  Jones  whoke  signa-  been  served:  and  the  verdict  was 

ture  he  had  attested ;  and  described  thereupon  again  found  for  the  pUun- 

his  occupation  and  residence;  and  tiff. 
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B*€k.  of  PUtts, 
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Beckham  v.  Drake,  Knight,  and  Suroey.  Nov.  lo. 

Assumpsit.    The  declaration  stated,  that  the  defend-  A.,  B.,  &  c. 

ants  were  united  in  co-partnership,  and  used  and  exercised  nenhilTtoge-' 

the  trade  and  business  of  type-founders,  stereotype  found-  {Jun^yT^",, 

ers,  and  letter-press  printers;    and  that  the  said  W.  M.  &  dormant 

Elnight  and  J.  Surgey  were  the  ostensible  partners  in  the  agreement 

said  partnership,  and  the  said  W.  W.  Drake  was  a  secret  j]^^  between 

partner  in  the  said  co-partnership :    that  at  the  time  of  \'  "***  ^-  ®^ 

'^  ^  '^  ^  the  one  party 

making  the  memorandum  of  agreement  thereinafter  men-  and  the  plaintiff 
tioned,  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  serrice  and  employment  of  part,  by  which, 
the  defendants,  so  being  such  partners  as  aforesaid,  as  t^^^,^^^^^ 
their  foreman,  in  carrying  on  their  trade  and  business  of  tjffhadbeenin 

*  the  employment 

type-founders,  stereotype  founders,  &c.,  but  without  any  of  A.  and  b. 
permanent  engagement,  and  he  the  plaintiff,  and  the  de-  ^rrylng  on  the 
fendants,  as  such  partners  as  aforesaid,  were  desirous  of  '"  e-foundew 
continuing  their  connexion  together  for  a  certain  period  the  plaintiff  co- 

venanted  and 

or  term,  to  wit,  the  period  or  term  of  seven  years  from  agreed  with  a. 
the  20th  of  October,  1834 ;   and  thereupon  theretofore,  JlJrvivor*of 
to  wit,  on  the  said  20th  of  October,  1834,  they  the  said  ^^^^^l^ 
W.  M.  Knight  and  J.  Surgey,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  su^ivorof 
the  said  W.  W.  Drake,  as  such  partners  as  aforesaid,  made  said  trade  for 
and  entered  into  a  certain  memorandum  of  agreement  with  seven  yews; 
the  plaintiff,  which  said  memorandum  of  agreement  was  *"Jted*J[„^7-" 
and  is  in  writing,  and  was  and  is  in  the  words  and  figures  greed  to  employ 

_         .  .  him  as  their 

following,  VIZ  : —  foreman  for  the 

''  Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  into  j^^^iuhly 
this  28rd  day  of  October,  1884,  between  William  Moxey  «/  «*"V  °f. 

•^  '  '  "^    them  should  so 

Knight  and  John  Surgey,  of  Bishop's  CSourt,  Old  Bailey,  in  long  live,  and 
the  dty  of  London,  type-founders,  stereotye  founders,  and  thJeeVin^ 
letter-press  printers,  and  co-partners,  of  the  one  part,  and  j^wM^mutuSiy 

agreed,  that  if 
dtber  party  should  not  perform  the  covenants  on  their  respective  parts,  the  party  so  failing  or 
making  de&nlt  should  pay  to  the  other  £500,  by  way  of  specific  damages.  At  the  time  the 
agreement  was  entered  into  it  was  unknown  to  the  plaintiff  that  C.  was  a  partner  in  the  busi- 
ness t^jfife/ii,  that  an  action  was  mainUinable  by  the  plaintiff  against  A«,  B.,  &  C,  for  a 
breach  of  this  agreement,  although  C.  was  not  a  party  named  in  it  or  signing  it. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  Daniel  Beckham^  of  the  same  place,  of  the  other  part,  as  fol- 
.  ^^^'  .  lows :  Whereas  the  said  D.  Beckham  hath  been  for  some 
Beckham  time  in  the  employment  of  the  said  W.  M.  Knight  and  J. 
Drake.  Surgey,  as  their  foreman,  in  carrying  on  their  said  trades 
of  type-founders,  &c.;  and  the  said  parties  to  these  pre- 
sents are  mutually  desirous  of  continuing  their  connexion 
together  for  the  term  of  seven  years  fi-om  the  date  of  these 
presents:  Now  these  presents  witness,  that  the  said  D. 
Beckham,  for  the  considerations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  W. 
M.  Knight  and  J.  Surgey,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  in  man- 
ner following,  (that  is  to  say),  that  he  the  said  D.  Beck- 
ham shall  and  will  well  and  faithfully  serve  the  said  W.  M. 
Knight  &  J.  Surgey,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  for  and 
during  the  term  of  seven  years,  to  commence  and  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents,  as  their 
foreman,  in  the  management  and  carrying  on  of  their  said 
trades  of  type-founders,  &c.,  and  shall  and  will,  to  the  best 
of  his  power,  promote  and  advance  the  success  and  pros- 
perity of  the  said  W.  M.  Knight  and  J.  Surgey,  in  the  said 
trades ;  and  also  that  he  the  said  D.  Beckham  shall  not 
nor  will,  during  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  be  engaged 
or  concerned  in  the  same  or  any  other  trade  or  business, 
either  on  his  own  account,  or  on  account  of,  or  for  the  be- 
nefit of,  any  other  person  whatsoever,  other  than  the  said 
W.  M.  Knight  and  J.  Surgey,  and  the  stirvivor  of  them, 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  W.  M.  Knight  nd  J.  Sur- 
gey, or  one  of  them,  in  writing,  first  had  and  obtained  for 
that  purpose ;  and  the  said  W.  M.  Knight  and  J.  Surgey, 
for  the  considerations  aforesaid,  do  hereby,  for  themselves 
and  the  survivor  of  them,  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with 
the  said  D.  Beckham,  that  they  the  said  W.  M.  Knight 
and  J.  Surgey,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  shall  and  will  em- 
ploy the  said  D.  Beckham  as  their  foreman,  in  canying  on, 
managing,  and  conducting  the  said  trades  of  type-founders, 
&c.,  during  the  said  term  of  seven  years,  if  the  said  W.  M. 
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Knight  and  J.  Surgey,  or  either  of  them^  shall  solonglive^  Exch.  of  Pleat, 

and  the  said  D.  Beckham  shall  well  and  faithfully  obserre 

and  keep  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinbefore  on 

his  part  contained;  and  that  they  the  said  W.  M.  Knight 

and  J.  Snrgey,  or  the  surviyor  of  them^  shall  and  will  pay  to 

the  said  D.  Beckham  wages  after  the  rate  of  3/.  Ss.  of  law- 

fdl  money  weekly.    And  it  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  and 

declared  by  and  between  the  said  parties  hereto^  that  in 

case  either  of  the  said  parties  shall  not  well  and  truly 

obserre,  perform,  and  keep  the  covenants  and  agreements 

herein  on  their  respective  parts  contained,  then  and  in 

such  case  the  party  so  failing  or  making  default  shall  and 

will  pay  to  the  other  of  them  the  sum  of  500/.  by  way 

or  in  the  nature  of  specific  damages.    In  witness  whereof 

the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their 

hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written.  W.  M.  Knight, 

John  Surgey,  Daniel  Beckham.    Witness,  J,  R.  Barrett.'' 

The  declaration  then  averred  performance  of  the  agree- 
ment by  the  plaintiff  during  the  time  he  remained  in  the 
service  of  the  defendants,  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  ready 
and  willing  to  have  continued  in  the  service  of  the  defend- 
ants,  and  to  have  performed  the  agreement,  but  that  the 
defendants,  before  the  expiration  of  the  seven  years,  with- 
out reasonable  or  sufficient  cause,  dismissed  and  discharged 
him  from  their  service,  &c. 

The  defendant  Eoiight  allowed  judgment  to  go  by  de- 
fault. The  two  other  defendants  severally  pleaded,  first, 
non  assumpsit;  secondly,  the  bankruptcy  of  the  plaintiff. 
To  the  latter  plea  the  plaintiff  demurred  generally,  on  the 
ground  that  the  contract  set  out  in  the  declaration  being 
a  contract  for  the  personal  labour  of  the  plaintiff,  his  cause 
of  action  did  not  pass  to  the  assignees.  The  demurrer  wa» 
argued  in  Trinity  Term,  and  judgment  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff  (a)* 

(a)  See  the  ease  reported,  8  M.  &  W.  846. 
VOL.  IX.  O  M.  W. 
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£m*.  9f  PUat,  At  the  London  Sittings  after  Trinity  Term,  the  canse 
-  was  tried  before  Lord  Abiftger,  C.  B.^  on  the  issue  raised  on 
Beckham  the  plea  of  non  assumpsit ;  when  the  agreement  set  out 
Drakb.  verbatim  in  the  dedaiation  was  given  in  evidence^  and  it 
was  proved  that  Drake  was  a  dormant  partner  with  the 
other  defendants^  and  that  the  plaintiff  continued  to  serve 
them  under  the  agreement  for  the  space  of  two  years,  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the  business  stopped, 
and  the  plaintiff  was  dismissed  by  Drake.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  plaintiff's  case  several  objections  were  taken : 
1st.  that  it  was  a  contract  inter  partes,  and  not  binding 
on  Drake,  who  did  not  sign  it ;  2ndly.  that  the  contract 
was  in  its  terms  personal  to  the  parties  signing  it,  and  the 
survivor  of  them,  and  that  th^re  was  no  mutuality,  and 
therefore  Drake  could  not  sue  or  be  sued  upon  it ;  Srdly. 
that  it  was  a  contract  not  to  be  executed  within  a  year, 
and  was  not  signed  by  the  party  charged,  or  his  lawful 
ag^it,  at  least  not  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  as  required  by 
the  Statute  of  Frauds.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  overruled  the 
objections,  but  gave  the  defendant  leave  to  move  to  enter 
a  nonsuit  on  the  above  grounds,  leaving  to  the  jury  only 
the  question  of  damages,  which  they  estimated  at  100/.,  and 
for  which  amount  a  verdict  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff. 

Theriger  having  accordingly  obtained  a  rule  to  enter  a 
nonsuit, 

Erk  and  Stammers  shewed  cause. — ^The  first  objection 
is,  that  the  contract  on  which  the  action  is  brought  is  a 
contract  inter  partes,  which  is  binding  only  on  the  parties 
between  whom  it  is  made,  and  excludes  the  idea  of  making 
any  one  liable  but  those  parties ;  and  therefore  that  the  de- 
fendant Drake  is  not  liable.  But  there  is  no  such  principle 
of  law,  even  as  applicable  to  the  case  of  a  deed,  and  &  for- 
tiori, none  such  in  the  case  of  an  agreement  not  under  seal. 
A  person  is  bound  who  seals  a  deed,  although  he  is^no  party 
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to  it :  Salter  v.  Kidffley  (a).     In  that  case  Holt,  C.  J.,  said,  £»A.  rf^  Pita,, 


**  Why  cannot  a  man  oblige  himself  by  deed,  if  there  be  ex- 
press words  for  it,  and  the  deed  is  sealed  by  him? — ^And  he 
made  a  distinction  in  this  case,  that  one  party  to  a  deed 
oonld  not  covenant  with  another  who  was  no  party,  bnt  a 
mere  stranger  to  it;  bnt  one  who  is  not  a  party  to  a  deed 
may  covenant  with  another  that  is  a  party,  and  thereby  be 
bonnd  by  sealing  the  deed/'  That  authority  shews  that 
a  person  not  a  party  to  a  deed  may  be  made  liable  to  the 
covenants  contained  in  it.  In  Mr.  Butler's  note  to  Co. 
Idtt.  s.  874,  n.  141  (6),  it  is  said,  '^  Where  three  were  en- 
feoffed by  deed,  and  there  were  several  covenants  in  the 
deed  on  the  part  of  the  feoffees,  and  only  two  of  the  feoffees 
sealed  the  deed,  the  third  entered  and  agreed  to  the  estate 
conveyed  by  the  deed,  he  was  bound  in  a  writ  of  covenant 
by  the  sealing  of  his  companions  :  2  Roll.  Bep.  63.  In  38 
Ed.  8,  p.  9,  it  is  said, '  That  if  land  is  leased  to  two  for  years, 
and  only  one  puts  his  seal,  but  the  other  agrees  to  the 
lease,  and  enters  and  takes  the  profits  with  him,  he  shall  be 
chafed  to  pay  the  rent,  though  he  has  not  put  his  seal  to 
the  deed."'  Brett  v.  Cumberland  is  the  case  there  referred 
to  firom  2  Belle's  Bep.  63.  The  next  objection  is,  that 
on  the  fiice  of  this  contract  Drake  was  excluded  from 
liability,  as  it  was  a  personal  contract  with  Knight  and  Sur- 
gey  only,  and  the  survivor  of  them.  But  there  is  no  express 
or  implied  exclusion  of  Drake  frx>m  the  contract,  and  as  he 
was  in  partnership  with  the  other  two,  although  merely  a 
dormant  partner,  he  is  jointly  liable  with  them.  There 
are  many  cases  to  shew  that  a  dormant  partner  may  sue 
and  be  sued  on  contracts  entered  into  by  his  co-partners  for 
the  benefit  of  the  firm  i  and  any  person  really  interested  in 
a  contract,  although  unknown  to  the  other  contracting 
party,  is  liable.    The  contract  not  being  under  seal,  and 

(a)  HoU-8  Rep.  211 ;  1  Shower,  58;  Carthew,  76.  (6)  230  b. 

o2 
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^^\^L  ^^^*  consequently  in  law  a  parol  contract,  it  is  competent  to 
the  plaintiff  to  shew  who  were  the  real  parties  who  entered 
into  it.  In  Skinner  y.  Stocks  (a),  it  was  held  that  the  joint 
owners  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery  might  sue 
a  purchaser  for  the  price  of  whale  oil,  although  the  con- 
tract of  sale  was  made  by  one  only  of  the  part  owners,  and 
the  purchaser  did  not  know  that  other  persons  had  any 
interest  in  the  transaction.  So,  in  Cothay  v.  Fennell  (6), 
where  three  parties  agreed  to  be  jointly  interested  in  cer- 
tain goods,  but  that  they  should  be  bought  by  one  of  them 
in  his  own  name  only,  and  he  made  a  contract  for  the 
purchase  accordingly;  it  was  held  that  all  might  join  in 
suing  the  vendor  for  a  breach  of  that  contract.  There  the 
Court  laid  it  down  as  ''  a  general  rule,  that  whenever  an 
express  contract  is  made,  an  action  is  maintainable  upon 
it,  either  in  the  name  of  the  person  with  whom  it  was  ac- 
tually made,  or  in  the  name  of  the  person  with  whom  in 
point  of  law  it  was  made.''  That  was  an  express  decision 
that  a  dormant  partner  not  named  in  the  agreement  may 
sue  for  a  breach  of  it.  In  the  present  case,  therefore, 
Drake  might  have  sued  with  Knight  and  Surgey,  if  the 
plaintiff  had  broken  the  contract  in  the  lifetime  of  Knight 
or  Surgey.  In  Robson  v.  DrumfMmd{c),  Littledale,  J.,  says 
— '^  I  am  disposed  to  think  there  was  no  objection  to  Bob- 
son  and  Sharpe  suing  on  a  contract  made  by  Sharpe  only 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  partner .''  It  is  not  stated  that 
the  contract  in  that  case  was  in  writing,  but  from  the  spe- 
cific nature  of  the  agreement  it  must  have  been  so.  In 
Alexander  v.  Barker  {d)^  where  A.  applied  to  B.,  a  member 
of  a  banking  establishment,  for  a  loan  of  money,  which  B. 
advanced  out  of  funds  in  which  he  and  his  partners  were 
jointly  interested;  it  was  held  that  the  firm  might  sue  A. 
for  money  lent.    There  the  contract  was  in  writing.    The 


(a)  4  B.  &  Aid.  437.  (e)  2  B.  &  Adol.  303. 

(6)  10  B.  &  Cr.  671.  (d)  2  Cr.  &  J.  133. 
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question  always  is^  who  are  the  parties  to  the  contract ;  and  ExA.  rf  Pleat, 
parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  shew  who  were  the  real  par-  - 

ties.  The  case  of  a  dormant  partner  is  in  this  respect  Bbckham 
analogons  to  that  of  an  undisclosed  principal  who  contracts  Dba'xb. 
by  his  agent.  In  Wibon  v.  Hart  {a),  it  was  held  that  the 
Statute  of  Frauds  did  not  exclude  parol  evidence  that  a 
written  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods^  purporting  to  be 
made  between  A.  the  seller,  and  B.  the  buyer,  was  on  B/s 
part  made  by  him  only  as  agent.  In  Trueman  Y.Loder(b), 
there  was  a  written  contract,  which  was  only  signed  by  Hig* 
ginbotham,  the  agent  employed  by  the  defendant  Loder, 
yet  the  latter  was  held  liable.  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  in 
delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  distinguishes  the 
case  from  some  which  had  been  cited,  wherein  the  ques- 
tion, "  whether  an  agent  or  a  partner  bound  himself  only, 
or  his  principal  or  firm,  had  been  held  to  depend  on  his 
intention  to  deal  for  himself,  or  for  the  principal  or  part- 
nership:'' and  says, — ''  On  examining  all  those  cases, 
it  will  be  found  that  the  contracting  party  was  carrying 
on  two  different  concerns,  one  for  himself,  the  other  for 
his  principal  or  his  firm.  The  world  would  know  him 
in  two  difierent  characters,  and  each  party  dealing  with 
him  was  bound  to  inquire  in  which  he  appeared  on  any 
particular  occasion.  But  here  is  the  case  of  one  exclusively 
an  agent  for  another,  and  in  that  light  only  regarded  by 
the  customer.''  In  the  present  case  there  is  no  evidence  of 
any  trade  carried  on  imder  two  different  firms,  nor  of  any 
trade  carried  on  except  imder  the  name  of  Knight  &  Sur« 
gey.  If  a  person,  by  becoming  a  dormant  partner  iu  a 
firm,  chooses  to  give  an  implied  authority  to  the  ostensible 
partners  to  contract  for  him,  it  does  not  lie  in  his  mouth  to 
say  that  he  has  given  no  such  authority.  Who  is  to  hire 
the  servants  in  such  a  case,  but  the  ostensible  partners? — 

(a)  7  Taimt  295.    As  to  this      Senior,  ante,  Vol.  8,  pp.  840—45. 
case,  see  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  (6)  3  Per.  &  D.  267;  11  Ad.  & 

Vol  2,  p.  224;   and  Higgins  v.      £11.589. 
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EMdk.  of  PUatf    Lord  Denman  further  says — ''  Parol  evidence  is  always 
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necessary  to  shew  that  the  party  sued  is  the  person  making 
Beckham  the  contract,  and  bound  by  it.  Whether  he  does  so  in  his 
Drau.  own  name^  or  in  that  of  another^  or  in  a  feigned  name^  and 
whether  the  contract  be  signed  by  his  own  hand  or  by  that 
of  an  agents  are  inquiries  not  different  in  their  nature  from 
the  question^  who  is  the  person  who  has  just  ordered  goods 
in  a  shop.  If  he  is  sued  for  the  price^  and  his  identity  made 
out,  the  contract  is  not  varied  by  appearing  to  have  been 
made  by  him  in  a  name  not  his  own.''  So  here,  the  con- 
tract is  not  varied  by  shewing  it  to  be  made  in  the  name 
of  Eaught  and  Surgey.  Emly  v.  Lye  {a),  and  S^kin  v.  Wt^ 
ker{b),  may  be  cited  on  the  other  side;  but  those  were 
cases  on  biUs  of  exchange,  and  are  therefore  distinguishable ; 
and  on  the  former  case  being  cited  in  Vere  v.  Afhby  {c)^ 
Parke,  J.,  said, — "  The  case  of  the  South  CaroUna  Bank  y. 
Case  (d)i  shews,  that  if  a  firm,  consisting  of  several,  cany 
on  business  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  partners,  the  whole 
firm  will  be  bound  by  the  acts  done  by  him,  as  represent- 
ing the  firm.'* 

Another  objection  here  is,  that  there  is  no  mutuality; 
but  that  doctrine  has  been  broken  in  upon,  and  there  are 
various  instances  in  which  an  action  may  lie,  notwithstand- 
ing a  want  of  mutuality  between  the  parties.  A  great  num- 
ber of  cases  were  cited  on  the  argument  in  Beckham  v. 
Knight  {e),  but  Cothay  v.  Fennell  is  a  decisive  authority 
on  this  subject ;  and  according  to  the  rule  there  laid  down, 
the  action  is  maintainable  upon  the  contract,  either  against 
the  person  who  actually  makes  the  contract,  or  against 
the  person  who  in  point  of  law  makes  it :  and  whether  the 
contract  be  express  or  implied  makes  no  difference.  But 
in  truth,  there  is  no  want  of  mutuality,  for  Drake  might 


(a)  16  East,  7.  (d)  8a&Cr.427;  2  Man.&R. 

(().2Camp.  308.  459. 

(c)  10  B.  &  Cr.  288.  (#)  5  Scott, 619;  4  BiDg.N.C.243. 
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have  joined  in  an  action  against  the  plaintiff  for  non-pier-  Bxeh.  rf  PUat^ 
fonnance  of  the  contract  by  him.  v_?^ 

Thegiger  and  E.  V.  WiOiams,  contra.-- The  Court  cannot 
come  to  a  conclusion  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff^  without  over- 
ruling the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Beck' 
ham  V.  Knight.  It  was  there  expressly  held  that,  Knight 
and  Surgey  having  entered  into  a  written  engagement  to 
employ  the  plaintiff  in  their  service  for  seven  years,  the 
plaintiff  could  not  sue  Drake,  a  dormant  partner  with  them> 
but  no  party  to  the  agreement.  Tinddl^  C.  J.,  there  says, 
— ^''The  action  is  brought  on  an  express  contract  between 
Knight  and  Surgey  of  the  one  part,  and  the  plaintiff  of  the 
other  part.  It  appears  by  the  plea,  that  three  persons  were 
eanying  on  business  under  the  firm  of  Knight  &  Surgey, 
and  that  the  defendant  Drake  was  a  dormant  partner.  The 
agreement  is  in  writing,  and  inter  partes;  and  it  contains 
no  intimation  that  Knight  and  Surgey  were  carrying  on 
business  as  members  of  a  more  ^Ltensive  firm.  I  know  of 
no  authority  for  introducing  a  dormant  partner  into  such 
a  contract.  In  implied  contracts,  where  the  benefit  is 
equal,  and  the  liability  not  limited,  a  dormant  partner  may 
be  included ;  but  there  is  no  authority  which  extends  the 
principle  to  express  contracts.  The  only  authorities  in 
point  are  rather  the  other  way.''  And  Boaanguet,  J.,  says, 
— *^  The  plaintiff  is  precluded,  by  the  form  of  the  contract, 
£rom  saying  that  any  other  person  entered  into  it  besides 
himself  and  Knight  and  Surgey.''  That  case  has  been  im- 
ported as  an  authority  into  Chitty  on  Contracts;  and  it  is 
there  said,  (p.  242), — "  Nor  is  a  dormant  partner  liable  to 
be  sued,  where  an  express  contract  i^  writing  is  entered 
into  with  the  known  and  apparent  partners.  As  where  K. 
and  S.  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  the  plaintiff 
to  employ  him  as  their  foreman  for  a  term  of  seven  ye^rs; 
it  was  held  that  D.,  a  dormant  partner,  not  a  party  to  the 
agreement,  could  not  be  made  a  co-defendant  with  K.  and 
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Bxeh,  of  Pleat,  S.  in  EH  action  on  such  agreement/'  And  again^  (p.  350), 
^^^'  — "With  respect  to  dormant  partners,  they  are  bound  by 
the  acts  of  their  co-partners  as  to  all  implied  contracts,  but 
are  not  liable  on  express  contracts  with  the  known  and  act- 
ing partners/'  No  doubt  there  are  numerous  authorities 
to  shew,  that  where  a  contract  is  entered  into  in  a  parti- 
cular name,  it  may  be  shewn  that  the  party  in  point  of  £»ct 
entered  into  it  for  another  person,  so  as  to  charge  the  prin« 
cipal ;  but  here  there  was  no  evidence  of  that  kind,  and 
nothing  was  left  to  the  jury  as  to  the  character  in  which 
Kuight  and  Surgey  entered  into  the  contract.  If  that  was 
a  question  which  ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  jury,  it  was 
not  so  left.  Although  it  is  competent  to  one  partner  to 
bind  another  in  matters  relating  to  the  partnership  con- 
cerns, yet  that  is  only  when  it  is  done  in  the  partnership 
name :  there  is  no  implied  authority  to  do  so  in  the  part- 
ner's own  individual  name.  Where  goods  are  sold  to  a 
firm,  it  is  matter  of  inquiry  who  are  the  persons  who  con- 
stitute the  firm ;  but  where  the  contract  is  a  written  one, 
you  can  see  by  the  paper  itself  who  it  is  that  has  entered 
into  it.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Except  where  the  statute 
law  requires  the  contract  to  be  in  writing,  there  is  no  differ- 
ence between  contracts  written  and  oral.]  Where  goods  are 
»ipplied  to  a  firm,  the  seller  must  shew  that  they  were  so 
supplied,  and  that  the  defendants  are  the  members  of  it; 
but  where  the  contract  is  written,  you  look  to  the  contract 
itself  to  see  who  are  the  parties  to  it.  In  Myers  v.  Ecfge  (a), 
it  was  held  that  a  promise  in  writing,  directed  to  A.,  B. 
&  C,  a  house  in  trade,  to  pay  for  goods  to  be  furnished  to 
another,  could  not  be  enforced  in  an  action  by  B.  and  C.  to 
recover  the  value  of  goods  furnished  after  A.  had  withdrawn 
from  the  partnership.  That  decision  was  on  the  ground  that 
the  Court  must  adjudicate  upon  the  express  contract  that 
the  parties  had  made,  and  ought  not  to  substitute  another 

(a)  7  T.  R.  254. 
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in  lieu  of  it.    Robsan  y.  Drummond  is  yery  far  firom  being  a  ^^^  rf  Pfeat, 
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strong  authority  for  the  plaintiff.    Lord  Tenterden,  C.  J.,  *  - 

there  says  (a) — ''It  is  unnecessary  to  decide  whether^  if  Bbckham 
Sharpe  had  continued  in  the  partnership  till  the  expiration  Drakb. 
of  the  fiye  years  during  which  the  contract  made  by  him 
was  to  continue  in  force^  the  action  in  the  joint  names  of 
him  and  his  partner  might  not  haye  been  maintained/' 
And  Parke,  J.,  says, — ''The defendant  had  a  right  to  haye 
the  benefit  of  the  judgment  and  taste  of  Sharpe  to  the  end 
of  the  contract,  and  which  in  effect  he  has  declined  to  sup- 
ply/' [Parkey  B.,  (after  reading  his  judgment  in  Robson 
T.  Drummond), — ^That  is  an  authority,  as  far  as  my  opinion 
goes,  that  the  action  could  be  maintained  by  Bobson  and 
Sharpe.]  That  point  did  not  necessarily  arise.  In  this 
case  it  wiU  be  seen,  on  reference  to  the  contract,  that  it  is 
a  mere  personal  contract  to  serye  these  two  indiyidual  part- 
ners ;  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  import  into  it  another  party, 
unless  he  shews  that  it  was  made  by  them  as  agents  for  him. 
The  case  of  Alexander  y.  Barker  {b)  turned  on  the  fact  of 
the  money  lent  being  the  money  of  the  firm,  in  which 
eyent  the  Court  held  that  they  might  maintain  the  action. 
It  is  dear,  also,  that  there  the  action  was  not  founded  on  a 
written  contract;  and  the  case  is  therefore  inapplicable. 
Emfy  y.  Lye  and  S^km  y.  Walker  are  express  authorities 
in  fayour  of  the  defendant,  and  are  not  distinguishable 
fifom  the  present  case.  In  the  latter  case  Lord  EUenbo^ 
rough  said, — "  The  import  and  legal  effect  of  a  written  in- 
strument must  be  gathered  from  the  terms  in  which  it  is 
expressed.''  A  party  cannot  be  sued  on  a  contract  be- 
cause he  has  had  the  benefit  of  it,  but  only  where  he  is  a 
party  to  it.  The  plaintiff  must  make  out  that  Drake  gaye 
his  partners  an  implied  authority  to  enter  into  this  con- 
tract for  him,  and  that  they  haye  exercised  that  authority; 
but  neither  has  been  shewn.   On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  per^ 

(a)  2  B.  &  Adol.  307.  (6)  2  Cr.  &  J.  133. 
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Bjcek.  ef  Pieoi,  sonal  Contract  with  Knight  and  Sui^ey ;  they  are  to  have 
the  benefit  only  during  their  lives;  and  it  would  not  sur- 
vive to  Drake.  The  law  will  not  imply  a  contract  from  a 
partial  benefit.  There  are  many  cases  in  which  it  might 
be  advantageous  to  a  party  to  enter  into  a  several  contract 
with  one  or  two  members  of  a  firm,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
follow  his  or  their  estate  in  the  handi9  of  executors.  But 
even  assuming  these  parties  to  have  had  authority  to  bind 
the  other  partner^  it  must  be  collected  from  the  instru- 
ment itself  whether  they  have  exercised  that  authority. 
In  cases  of  bills  of  exchange,  where  one  partner  may 
bind  his  co-partners  by  drawing  bills  in  the  name  of  the 
partnership  firm,  yet  if  he  does  not  use  the  name  of  the 
firm,  he  does  not  bind  them :  that  is  because  the  instru« 
ment  does  not  shew  that  he  has  exercised  his  authority. 
Suppose  in  this  case  that  the  parties  who  in  point  of  fisMst 
made  this  contract  were  to  die,  there  having  been  a  breach 
of  contract  in  their  lifetime ;  the  Court  would  say  that  the 
plaintiff  had  a  right  to  sue  the  executor  of  the  survivor, 
because  he  has  expressly  made  a  contract  personally  with 
them  and  the  survivor  of  them.  The  general  doctrine  is 
correctly  stated  by  Tlndal,  C.  J.,  in  Beckham  v.  Kmgkt : 
*f  In  implied  contracts,  where  the  benefit  is  equal,  and  the 
liability  not  limited,  a  dormant  partner  may  be  included, 
but  there  is  no  authority  which  extends  the  principle  to 
express  contracts.^' 

Lord  Abinobb,  C.  B. — I  quite  agree  with  the  statement 
of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  that  in  giving  our  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff,  we  must  be  taken  to  disagree  en- 
tirely fifom  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  the  action  between  the  same  parties,  and 
which  was  afterwards  brought  before  the  Court  of  Error. 
Perhaps  it  is  unfortunate  that  in  eveiy  case  each  parti- 
cular point  mooted  at  the  bar  is  not  decided  by  the  Court ; . 
much  litigation  would  probably  be  avoided  by  it.      It 
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was  formerly  very  much  the  practice  of  courts  of  justice  ^Bm**  rf  pi^m, 
to  go  out  of  the  particular  question^  and  determine  evexy  ^  *  ^ 

point  which  had  arisen  in  the  case.  But  in  modem  times  Beckham 
it  has  been  the  usage  ot  judges,  not  to  go  out  of  the  way  Dbau. 
to  decide  cTcry  point  that  arises,  but  .to  adjudicate  only 
upon  the  point  necessary  for  the  disposal  of  the  cause. 
Had  the  old  practice  continued,  it  is  probable  that  this 
point  would  never  have  arisen  in  this  Court,  as  I  do  not 
believe  there  was,  when  this  case  was  before  the  Court  of 
Error,  any  difference  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Cdbrt  of  Common  Pleas,  on  the  point 
upon  which  they  had  decided  the  case;  but  there  was 
ground  to  support  the  decision  on  a  point  of  plead- 
ing, and  upon  that  we  gave  our  opinion  (a).  We  must 
have  affirmed  the  judgment,  whatever  we  might  have 
thought  of  the  points  rais^  in  argument  to-day,  and 
nothing  was  then  said  by  the  Court  of  Error  negativing 
the  opinion  we  are  about  to  express. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  that  I  was  then,  that  the 
doctrine  stated  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas — that 
where  a  contract  is  in  writing  between  parties  signing  their 
names  to  it,  it  cannot  be  used  against  other  parties  than 
those  who  signed  their  names  to  it— cannot  be  supported 
either  on  principle  or  auth<nrity.  That  position,  indeed,  is 
contradicted  by  the  whole  series  of  authorities  bearing  on 
the  subject. 

There  is  no  question  that  a  contract  in  writing  by  an 
agent,  signed  by  himself,  will  bind  his  principal,  when  the 
other  contracting  party  discovers  the  principal,  although 
the  contract  was  made  without  his  knowing  who  the  princi-> 
pal  is:  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  a  bill  of  lading 
signed  by  the  master,  where  the  action  it  brought  against 
the  owners.  It  is  also  the  case  of  every  charter-party 
which  is  signed  by  the  owner,  where  the  owner  is  rendered 

(a)  See  1  Scott,  N.  R.  676;  1  Man.  &  Q.  738. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pkai,  liable  bv  the  act  of  the  master,  because  the  master  is  his 
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agent.  So  it  is  in  a  vast  variety  of  other  cases  which  fre* 
quently  occar^  all  establishing  the  principle^  that  the  parties 
really  contracting  are  the  parties  to  sue  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice^ although  the  contract  be  in  the  name  of  another.  I 
say  the  parties  recdfy  contracting^  because  it  is  possible 
that  an  agent^  meaning  to  contract  in  his  own  name,  is 
the  party  to  sue.  An  agent  may  say  to  the  person  with 
whom  he  is  dealing,  "  I  am  the  person  responsible  in  this 
particular  transaction/'  or  the  other  party  may  say,  ''I 
hold  you  responsible  to  me,  though  I'  know  your  prin- 
cipal/' and  that  is  not  an  uncommon  case,  where  the 
party  so  contracting  has  been  held  responsible.  These  prin- 
ciples, which  are  sanctioned  as  well  by  the  authorities  as 
by  common  sense,  are  quite  consistent  with  those  cases 
where  the  party  really  meant  a  different  thing,  and  in- 
tended to  bind  the  principal. 

Now  the  contrary  of  this  doctrine  is  stated  as  the  ground 
of  the  decision  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  and  the 
only  cases  cited  by  the  Judges  who  follow  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  are  cases  of  bills  of  exchange,  which  are  quite  differ- 
ent in  principle  firom  those  which  ought  to  govern  this  case^ 
and  in  which,  by  the  law  merchant,  a  chose  in  action  is 
passed  by  indorsement,  and  each  party  who  receives  the 
bill  is  making  a  contract  with  the  parties  upon  the  face  of 
it,  and  with  no  other  party  whatever.  That  is  a  class  of 
cases  quite  distinct  in  its  nature  from  the  present.  But 
the  law  makes  no  distinction  in  contracts,  except  between 
contracts  which  are  and  contracts  which  are  not  under 
seal.  I  recollect  one  of  the  most  learned  judges  who  ever 
sat  upon  this  or  any  other  bench  being  very  angry  when  a 
distinction  was  attempted  to  be  taken  between  parol  and 
written  contracts,  and  saying  ''  they  are  all  parol  unless 
under  seal.'*  If  they  are  written,  they  may  indeed  require 
to  be  stamped ;  but  it  is  the  act  of  Parliament  which  makes 
that  distinction;  the  common  law  makes  none.    A  con- 
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tract  mider  seal  can  bind  none  but  those  who  sign  and  ^ck,  of  Pietu, 
seal  it.  A  contract  not  under  seal  is  open  to  all  the  com- 
mon-law  requirements  and  incidents  of  a  contract^  whe- 
ther in  writing  or  not.  Suppose  these  two  partners 
Elnight  and  Surgey  had  made  a  contract  verbally^  not 
having  said  a  word  about  Drake;  no  question  could  then 
have  arisen,  that  Drake  might  nevertheless  be  made  liable 
upon  it.  How  then  does  the  fact  of  its  being  in  writings 
and  of  their  having  put  their  names  to  it^  alter  the  case  ? 
The  parties  are  just  in  the  same  situation,  and  there  can 
be  no  di£ference.  There  is  nothing  affirmative  on  the  face 
of  the  contract  to  shew  an  intention  to  exclude  every  body 
but  themselves.  It  is  open  to  the  defendant  Drake  to 
shew  such  an  intention,  but  unless  it  be  shewn,  the  objec- 
tion does  not  arise.  When  goods  are  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
a  particular  house  by  name,  and  they  are  so  sent,  the  par** 
ties  sending  them  are  entitled  to  sue  the  real  principal, 
whenever  they  discover  who  the  real  principal  is;  and  they 
are  at  liberty  to  proceed  against  him  upon  the  contract, 
whether  written  or  not,  if  signed  only  by  an  agent. 

Now  in  the  present  case  the  record  states,  that  the  de- 
fendant Drake,  and  Knight  and  Surgey,  were  connected  in 
partnership  together  in  the  business  of  type-founders ;  that 
is  admitted  by  the  pleadings;  and  then  it  is  stated  that  the 
defendants  entered  into  this  contract  with  the  plaintiff,  the 
object  of  which  was  a  permanent  engagement. 

What  is  the  evidence  ? — ^That  they  formed  a  partnership 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  and  in  the  month  of  August 
of  the  same  year  the  plaintiff  was  by  a  verbal  contract  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  the  concern.  In  whose  service 
was  he?  It  is  admitted  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  firm. 
It  is  true  he  was  hired  by  a  contract  to  which  Drake 
was  personally  no  party;  but  he  was  hired  to  serve  the 
partnership,  in  a  business  from  which  Drake  derived  an  im- 
mediate benefit.  Then  the  parties  were  desirous  of  fixing 
him  by  a  permanent  engagement,  he  being  a  very  skilful 
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Exeh.  of  Pkat,  person ;  upon  which  the  plaintiff  enters  into  this  contract 
^^^*  with  Knight  and  Snrgey,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
Drake^  by  which  he  is  to  serve  the  partnership,  consisting 
of  themselves  and  Drake^  for  seven  years ;  and  he  conti- 
nues  to  serve  them  accordingly  for  two  years^  from  18S4  to 
1836,  when  the  partnership  and  business  stopped.  He  wasj 
therefore,  in  the  service  of  the  partnership  of  which  Drake 
was  the  principal  partner;  he  was  working  the  whole  time 
for  Drake's  benefit ;  he  was  working  under  a  contract,  not 
to  serve  them  separately  or  conjointly  in  any  other  con- 
cern, but  in  the  very  concern  in  which  they  were  in  partner- 
ship with  Drake.  What  profits  were  made  were  equally  for 
Drake's  benefit  as  for  the  rest  of  the  firm,  and  the  wages 
paid  were  equally  Drake's  money.  Then  in  the  month  of 
June,  1886,  the  business  not  being  very  profitable,  Drake 
thinks  fit  to  stop  the  concern,  and  discharges  all  the  work- 
men, and  the  plaintiff  amongst  the  rest.  What  right  had  he 
to  discharge  the  plaintiff,  except  he  was  a  party  to  the  agree- 
ment? Knight  and  Surgey  were  alive,  but  the  service  was 
put  an  end  to  by  Drake;  he,  assuming  the  right  to  act  as  he 
did  under  the  circumstances,  discharges  the  plaintiff  with 
the  other  workmen.  It  appears  to  me,  upon  the  whole,  that 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  this  was  a  contract  made  by  these 
persons,  in  the  terms  of  the  declaration, — on  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  Drake;  being  made  by  the  two  other  partners  with 
his  implied  assent,  and  being  necessary  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  joint  trade  in  which  all  three  were  engaged.  It  seems  to 
me  to  be  opposed  to  every  rule  of  law  to  say,  that  a  man 
who  has  by  his  partners  entered  into  a  contract,  he  himself 
being  afterwards  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business,  is  not 
bound  by  that  contract.  All  the  partners  in  the  concern^ 
as  it  appears  to  me,  were  equally  bound  by  this  contract. 
I  think,  therefore,  the  declaration  is  sufficiently  proved, 
and  that  there  is  no  more  objection  in  point  of  law  than  in 
point  of  pleading  to  the  form  of  the  contract. 
.  Upon  these  grounds,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  judgment 
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of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  wrong;  and  it  is  more  Exek,  0/  Pteat, 
than  probable  that  the  Judges  who  formed  the  Court  of    ^  ^^^'   , 
EiTor  were  also  of  that  opinion^  though  we  did  not  think  it      Bbckhah 
necessary  to  give  any  judgment  upon  that  ground^  there       drakb. 
being  another  clear  ground  to  support  the  judgment. 

Pa&kb,  B. — ^The  main  point  to  be  considered  in  this 
case  is,  whether  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleasi  in  the  case  of  Beckham  t.  Knight ^  as  to  the 
distinction  between  contracts  by  parol^  or  inq)lied  contracts^ 
and  express  contracts  in  writing  not  under  seal,  and  the 
liability  of  an  undisclosed  principal  or  dormant  partner  to 
be  sued  thereon,  is  correct  in  point  of  law.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  statement  made  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  I 
should  hare  certainly  wished  for  a  little  time,  not  so  much 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  case,  as  of  consulting 
the  other  Judges  who  sat  in  the  Court  of  Error,  whether 
their  judgment  was  clear  against  the  opinion  which  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  entertained  upon  this  point.  I 
was  one  of  the  Judges  who  considered  that  case  with  a 
Tiew  to  the  discussion  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  but  hap- 
pened not  to  be  present  at  the  time  it  was  argued;  and 
^leaking  for  myself,  I  should  certainly  have  concurred  in 
that  which  is  suggested  to  hare  been  the  opinion,  on  this 
point,  of  the  Judges  who  were  present.  The  case  of  Bwk-' 
ham  y.  Kmght  for  the  first  time  discloses  an  intimation  of 
there  being  any  difference  between  such  contracts ;  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  there  has  been  a  mistake,  in 
applying  to  contracts  which  are,  in  point  of  law,  parol, 
although  reduced  into  writing,  the  doctrine  which  is  appli- 
cable exclusively  to  deeds, — ^regularly  framed  instruments 
between  certain  parties.  Those  parties  only  can  sue  or  be 
sued  upon  an  indenture,  who  are  named  or  described  in  it 
as  parties ;  but  this  doctrine  is  applicable  to  deeds  only, 
and  I  was  not  aware  of  any  opinion  being  entertained, 
^before  this  case  occurred,  that  the  same  rule  extended  to 
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jBxeA.  •/  Pleas,  all  written  contracts.    With  regard  to  the  practice  on  this 


1841. 


subject^  it  must  be  famUiar  to  every  one  that  there  are 
innumerable  mercantile  contracts  in  writings  where  the  real 
principal;  when  disclosed,  is  made  liable,  though  the  con- 
tract is  entered  into  by  another ;  and  many  cases  have  been 
cited  to  the  Court  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  to  shew 
that  where  a  contract  is  made  in  another  name  than  that 
of  the  real  principal,  the  real  principal  can  sue  and  be  sued. 
In  the  cases  of  Cot  hay  v.  Fennell,  and  RobsonY.  Drvmmond, 
the  contract  was  in  writing;  and  in  Wibony.Hart,  and  TVue^ 
man  v.  Loder,  the  undisclosed  principal  was  held  liable 
upon  a  written  contract  for  the  purchase  of  goods,  although 
the  contract  was  executed  in  the  name  of  the  agent.  The 
doctrine  rests  upon  this  principle,  that  the  act  of  the  agent 
was  the  act  of  the  principal,  and  the  subscription  of  the 
agent  was  the  subscription  of  the  principal ;  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  any  cases  in  which  a  distinc- 
tion has  been  suggested  between  a  contract  which  has 
been  entered  into  by  one  individual  for  another,  or  by 
two  individuals  for  themselves  and  another,  as  to  the  li- 
ability of  the  principal  to  be  sued.  The  case  of  biUs  of 
exchange  is  an  exception,  which  stands  upon  the  law 
merchant;  and  promissory  notes  another,  for  they  are 
placed  on  the  same  footing  by  the  statute  of  Anne.  In 
neither  of  these  can  any  but  the  parties  named  in  the  in- 
strument, by  their  name  or  firm,  be  made  liable  to  an  ac- 
tion upon  it. 

My  opinion,  therefore,  clearly  is,  after  a  good  deal  of 
consideration  of  the  case  when  it  was  in  the  Court  of  Error, 
and  that  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  present  argu- 
ment, that  the  dedsion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  can- 
not be  supported,  and  consequently  that  there  is  no  ground 
for  the  rule  to  enter  a  nonsuit. 

There  were  some  other  minor  questions  in  this  case  dis- 
cussed at  the  bar.  I  think  Mr.  WiUiama  has  fairly  stated 
the  law  upon  the  subject.    In  the  first  place,  I  agree  that 
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inasmuch  as  the  defendant  Drake  has  not  subscribed  this  Sxeh.  of  Fte^t, 
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instrument  with  his  own  hand,  it  must  be  made  out  that 

he  is  a  party  to  it  in  point  of  law,  and  that  he  authorized 
Knight  and  Surgeyto  sign  it  on  his  behalf.  I  think  that  is 
shewn  by  the  fact  of  his  being  a  partner  in  the  trade,  and 
sharing  the  profits  of  it.  Being  a  dormant  partner,  he 
anthorizes  the  ostensible  partners  to  enter  into  such  con- 
tracts as  are  usually  entered  into  in  the  course  of  such 
8  business.  Then  the  question  will  be,  whether  this  con- 
tract is  of  that  description.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  it  is,  being  a  contract  fairly  and  reasonably  entered 
into  for  the  purpose  of  employing  and  retaining  the  work- 
men necessary  to  carry  on  such  a  concern.  Then  it  is  said 
it  would  be  a  hardship  on  this  party  to  be  made  liable  upon 
a  contract  of  which  he  cannot  have  the  benefit;  but  he  had 
the  benefit  of  it,  and  [had  a  right  to  sue  upon  it,  if  the 
plaintiff  withheld  his  services  for  the  period  of  time  sti- 
pulated, provided  Knight  and  Surgey  should  so  long  live. 
Again,  it  is  said  that  this  is  not  a  contract  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  mercantile  transactions,  because  there  is  a  pe- 
nalty attached  to  it;  but  no  authority  has  been  cited, 
either  here  or  by  the  counsel  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas,  for  the  position,  that  a  party  cannot  bind  another 
by  an  agreement  in  which  there  is  a  penalty.  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  is  any  authority  for  it,  and  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  for  it  in  principle :  I  see  no  objection  to  a 
partner  entering  into  an  agreement  with  workmen,  or  into 
a  covenant,  to  which  there  is  a  penalty  attached.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  I  quite  agree  with  the  opinion  of  my 
Lord  in  this  case,  that  there  was  an  impHed  authority 
communicated  by  the  defendant  to  his  partners  to  enter 
into  this  agreement.  But  I  agree,  also,  that  it  is  neces- 
laiy  to  make  out  that  the  partners  meant  to  pursue  that 
authority,  and  meant  to  make  a  contract  on  behalf  of  their 
co-partner  Drake  and  themselves,  in  order  to  make  the  part- 
nership liable.  That  is  rather  a  question  of  fact  than  of  law ; 
VOL.  iz.  B  M.  w. 
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Mteh.  of  PUat,  and  the  facts  which  are  submitted  for  the  consideration  of 
'  the  Courts  from  which  to  draw  that  inference^  are  sufficient^ 
in  my  opinion,  to  enable  us  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  contract  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  partnership.  The 
defendant  is  bound  as  a  partner  to  know  what  contracts 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  shew, 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  his  liability,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  parties  to  the  contract  that  he,  Drake,  should  not 
be  bound,  but  Knight  and  Surgey  only:  that  is  a  matter  of 
fact  for  the  jury,  but  I  do  not  find  that  any  evidence  was 
laid  before  them  tending  to  such  a  conclusion.  It  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  that  all  those  propositions  which  are  neces- 
sary in  point  of  law  to  be  proved,  in  order  to  render  the 
defendant  Drake  liable,  are  made  out  in  the  present  case; 
and  judging  from  the  whole  evidence  taken  together,  I 
think  Drake  was  bound,  and  that  the  result  is  that  he  is 
liable  upon  this  contract. 

If  the  plaintiff  entered  into  the  contract  in  ignorance 
of  Drake  being  a  real  partner,  the  case  would  be  within 
the  same  principle  of  law  which  applies  to  the  introduction 
of  a  principal  before  unknown,  where  the  party  who  con« 
tracted  upon  the  supposition  that  the  agent  was  the  prin- 
cipal, is  entitled  to  all  the  same  benefits  and  rights,  and 
stands  precisely  in  the  same  situation,  as  he  would  have 
been  if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  real  principal.  For  all 
questions  between  partners  are  no  more  than  illustrations 
of  the  same  questions  as  between  principal  and  agent. 

In  this  case,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me,  entertaining  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  that  they  were  in  error  in  supposing  there  was  a  dif- 
ference in  this  respect  between  written  and  parol  contracts. 
I  apprehend  that  an  undisclosed  principal  may  be  made 
liable  as  soon  as  disclosed,  subject  to  all  the  equities  be- 
tween the  parties ;  and  that  the  distinction  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  authorities  applies  to  deeds  only;  and  that 
therefore  our  judgment  ought  to  be  for  the  plaintiff. 
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GuaNEY^  B. — I  agree  entirely  in  the  opinion  expressed  Bsek.qfPUM, 
by  my  Lord  and  my  Brother  Parke,  that  this  was  a  con-    ^   ^^     . 
tract  made  with  two  of  the  partners,  by  whom  the  bnsi-      Beckham 
ness  was  conducted,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  partners,       Drake. 
and  that  the  circumstance  of  the  defendant  being  a  dor- 
mant partner  accounts  for  his  not  being  named  in  the  con- 
tract ;  but  it  is  a  contract  for  the  benefit  oi  all  the  part- 
ners, as  well  those  known  to  the  world  as  the  one  re- 
maining unseen,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  clear  that  there 
was  an  implied  authority  to  them  to  enter  into  the  contract 
with  the  plaintiff  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  firm.    I  am 
of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  defendant  Drake  is  liable 
in  this  case. 

BoLFE,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  only 
doubt  I  had  in  the  case  was,  how  far  we  could  decide  in 
the  face  of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas; 
but  for  the  reasons  stated  by  my  Lord,  and  &om  my  own 
recollection  of  what  passed  in  the  Court  of  Error,  I  am 
folly  prepared  to  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
rest  of  the  Court ;  and  I  think  that  the  decision  in  Beckham 
T.  Knight  must  be  considered  as  being  yirtually  oyerruled, 
quoad  the  reasoning  applicable  to  the  present  case,  attri- 
buted, and  I  have  no  doubt  correctly  attributed,  to  the 
learned  Judges  who  gave  their  opinion  on  that  occasion. 

The  question  resolves  itself  into  a  very  short  point; 
whether  or  not  Knight  and  Surgey,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  entered  into  the  contract  on  their 
own  account,  or  for  themselves  and  Drake.  Perhaps  Mr. 
Erie  has  stated  the  proposition  of  law  applicable  to  the 
case  somewhat  too  broadly  against  himself.  I  do  not  know 
that  in  every  case  it  is  necessary,  where  you  enter  into  a 
contract  with  partners,  to  shew,  in  order  to  charge  them  all, 
that  benefit  will  necessarily  result  to  the  firm.  There  may 
be  cases  in  which  the  partnership  would  be  bound,  although 
that  might  not  be  the  case ;  but  it  must  always  be  a  strong 

h2 
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Exch.  of  Puas,  fact  to  shcw  that  the  partners  acted  for  the  firm^  if  it  be  es- 

1  Adi 

tablished  that  the  contract  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  firm. 
The  point  to  be  considered  in  each  case  is^  is  the  party  act- 
ing for  himself  alone,  or  on  account  of  the  firm  ?  That  the 
parties  were  acting  in  this  case  on  behalf  of  the  firm,  is 
abundantly  clear :  they  were  making  all  the  arrangements 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  business,  and  it  may  therefore 
fairly  be  assumed  that  the  defendant  gave  authority  for 
this  contract  to  be  entered  into,  which  was  one  of  the  ar- 
rangements necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business.  In 
pursuance  of  that  authority  the  contract  was  entered  into; 
or  at  least  it  would  naturally  flow  from  such  an  autho- 
rity. I  think  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  it  was  made  on 
behalf  of  the  firm,  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
retain  the  verdict.    The  rule  must  therefore  be  discharged. 

Bule  discharged. 


j^o,;.  20.  Faemeb  v.  Mountfort. 

A  writ  of  trill  IN  this  casc,  a  Judge^s  order  having  been  obtained  for  the 

t^"rlcord«  if  ^^^  °^  *^^8  ^^^  before  the  Recorder  of  Northampton  on 

a  borough,  di.  the  28th  of  October,  a  writ  of  trial  issued,  directed  to  the 

reeling  him  to  .      •    .  . 

summon  a  Jury  leamcd  Recorder,  directing  him  to  summon  twelve  men  of 
duly  qualified  '  the  towu  and  borough  of  Northampton,  duly  qualified  ac- 
faSr?— j^w  cording  to  law,  who  should  be  sworn  truly  to  try  the  said 
regular,  and      causc.     On  the  18th  of  Octobcr,  the  plaintiff's  attorney 

that  it  was  not  i-i/.j  .  . 

necessary,  un-  served  upon  the  defendant's  attorney  the  following  notice 
3  &  4  Will.  4,  of  ^^  • — "  Take  notice,  that  the  issue  joined  in  this  cause 
thi^th"!!  jliy  ^^  ^®  *^®^  **  ^^  ^®^*  borough  Court  of  Record,  before 
should  be  taken  the  Recorder  of  the  town  and  borough  of  Northampton, 

from  the  coun-  ,  o  jr 

ty.  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 

A  notice  of 
trial  in  an  inferior  court  of  record  is  insufficient,  unless  it  specify  the  day  of  trial.    Such  defect 
is  waived  by  the  defendant's  taking  out  a  summons  to  set  aside  the  notice,  and  insisting,  on  the 
hearing  of  the  summons,  on  a  different  objection  only,  which  is  o?erraled  by  the  Judge. 
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Dated  this  18tli  day  of  October,  1841."    The  defendant's  Exeh.  of  PUas, 


attorney,  on  the  receipt  of  this  notice,  took  oat  a  summons 
to  shew  canse  why  the  notice  of  trial  should  not  be  set 
aside  for  irregularity,  on  the  ground  that  such  notice  had 
been  given  to  try  before  the  Recorder  of  Northampton, 
who  had  no  authority  to  try  causes.  This  was  the  only 
objection  made  to  the  notice  on  the  hearing  of  the  sum- 
mons, and  the  Judge  refused  to  make  any  order.  The 
trial  took  place  accordingly  on  the  28th  of  October,  when 
a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff. 

On  a  former  day  in  this  term,  Humfirey  obtained  a  rule 
to  shew  cause  why  the  notice  of  trial,  and  the  trial  had 
before  the  Becorder  of  Northampton,  and  all  subsequent 
proceedings  thereon,  should  not  be  set  aside  with  costs, 
or  why  the  judgment  should  not  be  arrested;  on  the 
grounds,  first,  that  the  notice  of  trial  was  bad,  as  contain- 
ing no  mention  of  the  day  of  trial ;  secondly,  that  the  writ 
was  irregular  in  directing  the  Recorder  to  summon  a  jury 
from  the  town  and  borough,  instead  of  from  the  county  of 
Northampton. 

Flood  now  shewed  cause. — There  are  two  answers  to  the 
first  objection.  First,  the  notice  of  trial  is  sufficient,  in 
the  same  way  that  a  recognisance,  in  general  terms,  to  ap- 
pear at  the  next  sessions,  is  good,  without  specifying  the 
day  on  which  they  are  to  be  held.  It  is  as  much  the  de- 
fendant's duty  to  inform  himself  of  the  day  of  holding  the 
sessions,  as  it  is  the  plaintiff's  to  apprise  him  of  it.  [Lord 
Abinffer,  C.  B. — ^Every  one  is  bound  to  know  the  time  of 
holding  the  county  sessions,  because  they  are  fixed  by  act  of 
Parliament;  but  a  party  is  not  eqally  bound  to  take  notice 
of  the  day  of  holding  a  borough  sessions.  Parke,  B. — The 
plaintiff  might  have  applied  to  the  Recorder  to  fix  a  day  for 
the  trial  of  the  cause,  and  then  have  given  a  notice  of  trial 
for  that  day.  A  notice  of  trial  before  the  sheriff  states  the 
time  and  place  of  trial  (a),  and  the  same  rule  must  apply 

(a)  Tidd's  Pr.  46S. 
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Exek.^  rfPUatf  to  trials  before  a  Recorder.  This  notice  is  certainly  in- 
sufficient.] If  so,  the  defect  has  been  waived  by  the 
defendant's  attorney  appearing  before  the  Judge  at  cham- 
bers, and  omitting  to  take  the  objection.  If  he  had  then 
made  it,  the  plaintiff  was  in  time  to  have  abandoned  his 
notice,  and  to  have  given  a  new  one. — ^The  Court  then 
called  on 

Humfrey,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  defect  in  the  no- 
tice was  not  waived  by  the  proceedings  at  chambers.  If  a 
plaintiff  gives  a  defective  notice  of  trial,  he  goes  on  at  his 
peril,  and  the  defendant  is  not  bound  to  take  any  objection 
to  it  before  the  trial ;  he  may  refuse  to  appear  and  try, 
and  may  afterwards  set  aside  the  proceedings  for  the  irre- 
gularity. IParke,  B. — Here  the  defendant  goes  before 
the  Judge  with  one  ground  of  objection  expressly  stated  in 
writing,  and  makes  no  other  at  that  time;  had  he  then 
stated  both  objections,  the  plaintiff  would  not  have  gone 
on  upon  the  defective  notice.  He  has  no  right,  therefore, 
to  come  after  the  trial,  and  seek  to  set  aside  all  the  pre- 
vious proceedings,  by  urging  another  objection  which  he 
never  hinted  at  before  the  Judge.] 

Secondly,  the  writ  is  irregular.  The  stat  3  &  4  Will.  4, 
c.  112,  s.  16,  never  contemplated  that  a  party  should  be 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  trying  his  cause  before  a  jury 
of  the  county,  and  should  be  compelled  to  try  it  by  jurors 
chosen  from  a  limited  district.  On  the  former  discussion 
of  this  case,  Alderson,  B.  said  (a), — '^  The  provision  in  the 
statute,  which  authorizes  the  issuing  of  writs  of  trial  to  be 
tried  before  any  judge  of  any  court  of  record,  looks  as  if 
it  was  meant  that  he  should  have  the  power  of  summoning 
a  jury  for  that  particular  occasion,  from  those  who,  under 
the  general  Jury  Act,  may  be  compelled  to  try  ordinary 


(a)  8  M.  &  W.  268. 


MICHAELMAS  TCRM^   5  VICT.  103 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  think  tliis  writ  of  trial  is  not  Eteh.  of  Pieag, 
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vmd,  on  the  ground  that  it  directs  the  Recorder  to  sum-  *  - 

mon  a  jury  from  the  borough.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Farmer 
right  construction  of  the  statute  is,  that  the  inferior  judge  Moumtfort. 
to  whom  a  writ  of  trial  is  directed,  shall  summon  for  the 
trial  such  a  jury  as  by  law  and  usage  he  is  entitled  to  sum- 
mon. The  Recorder,  therefore,  was  right  in  summoning 
a  borough  jury,  and  was  not  boimd  to  try  the  cause  before 
a  juiy  of  the  county.    The  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Pabke,  S. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  cannot  think 
that  a  party  loses  any  benefit  by  having  his  cause  tried  by 
a  town  instead  of  a  county  jury.  The  act  of  Parliament 
does  not  permit  any  causes  to  be  tried  before  these  infe- 
rior tribunals,  except  such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  supe- 
rior judge,  are  not  likely  to  involve  any  difficult  question 
of  fact  or  law.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  meaning  of  the 
act  is,  that  writs  of  trial  shall  be  tried  by  the  inferior 
judge  in  the  same  manner  as  causes  arising  in  his  own 
court ;  that  is,  by  the  jury  he  is  empowered  to  summon  for 
that  purpose.  I  should  have  thought  the  writ  good,  if  it 
had  directed  the  Recorder  to  summon  a  jury  generally, 
without  naming  the  district  from  which  they  were  to  be 
summoned. 

GuBNBY,  B.,  and  Rolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 
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&eA.  ^  Pleas, 
1841. 

" V ' 

Nov.  20. 
Where  one  of 
■everal  defend- 
ants, having 
been  arrested 
on  a  ca.  sa.,  has 
been  discharg. 
ed  under  the 
Insolvent 
Debtors'  Act, 
his  goods  can- 
not be  after- 
wards seized 
under  a  fi.  fa. 
issued  against 
him  and  the 
other  defend- 
ants. 


Baynes  and  Another  v.  Jones  and  Three  Others. 

JEBYIS  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plaintiffs 
to  shew  cause  why  the  fieri  facias  issued  in  this  cause^  and 
tested  the  11th  of  August,  1841,  should  not  be  set  aside 
for  irregularity,  with  costs.  The  following  facts  appeared 
upon  the  aflSdavits : — In  November  1839,  a  writ  of  fi.  feu 
issued  against  the  four  defendants,  on  a  judgment  against 
them  for  a  joint  debt.  It  did  not  appear  that  anything 
had  been  done  upon  this  writ.  On  the  1st  August,  1840, 
a  ca.  sa.  was  sued  out  against  the  four,  under  which,  on  the 
10th  of  August,  the  defendant  Jones  was  arrested  by  the 
sheriff  of  Carnarvonshire.  He  thereupon  filed  his  petition 
for  relief  in  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Court,  and  on  the  22nd 
of  August  was  discharged  out  of  custody  by  order  of  that 
Coturt,  on  giving  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  hearing  of 
the  petition;  and  on  the  13th  of  November  he  was  finally 
discharged  under  the  Insolvent  Act.  On  the  9th  October, 
1841,  the  sheriff  seized  a  horse  belonging  to  the  defendant 
Jones,  under  a  second  writ  of  fieri  facias  issued  against  all 
the  defendants,  dated  the  11th  August  preceding,  which 
was  the  writ  now  sought  to  be  set  aside. 


J.  Henderson  shewed  cause. — ^The  writ  of  fi.  fa.  is  re- 
gular, inasmuch  as  it  pursues  the  judgment;  and  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  bound  to  confine  it  to  the  other  three 
defendants.  Where  one  defendant  is  discharged  by  the 
voluntary  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  no  doubt  that  operates 
as  a  discharge  of  the  others,  Clarke  v.  Clement  {a)  i  but 
here  the  discharge  of  the  defendant  Jones  was  by  act  of 
law.  It  may  be  admitted,  that  after  the  issuing  of  the  ca. 
sa.,  and  until  the  discharge  of  the  defendant  Jones  under 
the  Insolvent  Act,  the  plaintiffs'  remedy  against  the  other 
defendants  was  suspended;  but  it  was  not  absolutely  lost. 

(fl)  6  T.  R.  625. 
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It  will  be  said  that  the  atat.  1  &  2  Yict  c.  110,  8.  91,   &eA.  ^Pto, 


applies  to  this  case;  but  that  has  Feference  only  to  process 
i^ainst  a  single  individual  after  his  discharge  under  the 
acty  and  leaves  the  law  in  its  former  state  as  to  the  issuing 
of  execution  against  joint  defendants.  The  plaintiff  has  a 
right  to  the  same  remedies  as  before  against  those  defend- 
ants to  whom  the  discharge  does  not  apply. 

JerviSj  contriL — The  writ  in  question  is  irregular  on  se- 
veral grounds.  In  the  first  place,  the  taking  of  one  defend- 
ant under  a  ca.  sa.  is  a  taking  for  all  purposes:  the  sheriff 
thereby  becomes  responsible;  the  plaintiff  thereby  makes 
his  election,  and  cannot  afterwards  have  a  fi.  fa.  against  the 
same  defendant;  and  a  discharge  of  such  defendant  &om  the 
ca.  sa.  is  a  discharge  of  all  the  others :  Tidd's  Pr .  996.  Where 
a  writ  of  fi.  &.  issues,  and  there  is  a  return  of  nulla  bona,  if 
a  ca.  sa.  is  afterwards  sued  out,  it  must  issue  against  all  the 
defendants,  although  it  may  be  executed  against  one  only; 
and  a  discharge  of  that  one  from  the  execution  will  be  a 
discharge  of  all  the  others.  But  at  all  events,  the  issuing 
of  a  fi.  fa.  against  the  defendant  Jones,  after  his  discharge 
under  the  Insolvent  Act,  was  clearly  irregular,  since  the 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  91,  expressly  provides,  that  after  any 
person  has  become  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act,  no 
writ  of  fieri  facias  or  elegit  shall  issue  against  him  on  any 
judgment  obtained  for  any  debt  with  respect  to  which  he 
has  so  become  entitled. 

Lord  Abingkr,  C.  B. — ^I  am  disposed  to  think  this  rule 
might  be  made  absolute  on  more  grounds  than  one;  but  it 
is  sufficient  to  state  one.  The  statute  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110, 
s.  91,  enacts,  that  "  after  any  person  shall  have  become  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  this  act  by  any  such  adjudication  as 
aforesaid,  no  writ  of  fieri  fiEunas  or  elegit  shall  issue  on  any 
judgment  obtained  against  such  prisoner,  for  any  debt  or 
sum  of  money  to  which  such  person  shall  have  so  become 
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Bzeh.  of  Pleat,  entitled/'  The  obvious  intention  of  the  Insolvent  Act  was^ 
'  to  discharge  out  of  custody  all  persons  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  its  operation^  not  only  from  all  debts  contracted 
by  them  solely,  but  also  from  all  joint  debts.  Then  we  have 
an  express  clause  in  the  same  act  of  Parliament,  declaring 
that  when  once  a  party  has  been  discharged  under  the  act, 
no  writ  of  fieri  facias  shall  issue  against  him  on  any  judg- 
ment for  any  debt  with  respect  to  which  he  was  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  act.  Here  the  very  course  thus  pro- 
hibited has  been  pursued ;  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  has  been  issued 
against  a  party  so  entitled,  which  therefore  is  a  proceeding 
contrary  to  law,  and  must  be  set  aside.  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  would  have  been  possible,  without  any  inconsist- 
ency, to  have  made  such  a  return  to  the  writ,  or  had 
such  a  suggestion  entered  on  the  record,  as  would  have 
warranted  the  issuing  of  a  fi.  fa.  against  the  three  other 
defendants ;  for  I  cannot  think  that  the  discharge  of  one 
defendant  under  the  Insolvent  Act  is  a  discharge  of  all 
the  rest  from  their  debt.  It  is  equally  consistent  with  law 
and  common  sense,  that  if  one  of  four  defendants  be  dis- 
charged &om  legal  liability,  the  plaintiff  may  suggest  that 
as  a  reason  for  confining  his  execution  to  the  other  three. 
But  the  positive  words  of  the  act,  that  no  fieri  facias  shall 
issue  against  any  person  discharged  under  it  from  the 
debt,  afford  sufficient  ground  for  us  to  say  that  this  writ 
is  irregular.  The  rule  will  therefore  be  absolute  for  set- 
ting aside  the  writ  and  execution  thereon,  the  defendant 
undertaking  not  to  bring  any  action. 

Pabke,  B. — I  entertain  some  doubt  whether  this  writ 
should  be  set  aside  as  irregular,  although,  upon  the 
whole,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  so,  and  that  the 
proper  course  for  the  plaintiff  to  pursue  would  have  been 
to  take  out  fresh  process  against  the  other  three  defend- 
ants, with  a  suggestion  on  the  &ce  of  it  of  the  discharge 
of  the  other,  and  giving  that  as  a  reason  for  the  variance 
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between  the  writ  and  the  judgment.  If^  however,  in  BmH.  rf  Pirot, 
order  to  dispose  of  this  rule,  it  were  absolutely  necessary 
to  decide  that  point,  I  should  wish  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  the  question  farther  consideration.  But  either 
this  writ  is  positively  irregular  for  having  issued  against 
all  the  defendants,  or  at  least  it  was  improperly  executed 
against  the  goods  of  the  party  who  had  obtained  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act,  and  ought  to  have  issued 
with  a  special  direction  to  the  sheriff  not  to  execute  it 
against  him.  The  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  91,  appHes  iu  its 
terms  to  the  case  of  a  single  debtor  only,  and  makes  no 
mention  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  him  when  sued 
jointly  with  others :  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  legisla- 
ture meant  that  his  person  and  goods  at  least  should  not 
be  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  after  his  discharge;  and 
there  ought  therefore  to  have  been  either  the  suggestion 
or  the  special  direction  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  in 
defoult  of  which  the  writ  ought  to  be  set  aside  as  against 
him.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  I  entirely  agree  that 
the  writ  itself  is  absolutely  irregular,  because  the  notion 
hitherto  has  undoubtedly  been,  that  it  is  sufficient  if  the 
writ  pursues  the  judgment,  provided  always  that  care  be 
taken  to  prevent  injustice,  by  directing  the  sheriff  not  to 
execute  it  against  any  party  who  may  have  become  exempt 
firom  its  operation. 

OuBNBT,  B.,  and  Bolf£,  B.,  concurred. 

Bale  absolute,  with  costs. 


108  CASES    IN    THE    EXCHEQUER, 

^geh.  of  PUat, 
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2/^^  23.  Ekert  and  Another  t;.  Howard. 

Where  the  issue  ±N  this  case  PeoTson  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the 


^ai  were^in-  plaintiffs  to  shew  causc  why  the  issue,  writ  of  trial,  and 

foibwin**  re!  vcrdict  thcreon,  should  not  be  set  aside  for  irregularity, 

specu:— 1.  with  costs,  and  why  the  sum  of  £20,  which  had  been  paid 

of  the  writ  of  into  Conrt,  should  not  be  paid  out  to  the  defendant.    The 

no™MpeaHn  following  wcrc  the  grounds  of  irregularity  alleged  on  the 

the  writ  of  part  of  the  defendant :— first,  that  the  date  of  the  writ  of 

trial ;  2.  that  *^  ' 

the  issue  did  summous  did  not  appear  in  the  writ  of  trial;  second,  that 

writ^orsum-^  the  issue  did  not  recite  any  writ  of  summons  or  award  of 

STeXn?'^  venire ;  third,  that  the  award  of  venire,  in  the  writ  of  trial, 

that  the  award  stated  the  debt  to  be  above  £20;  fourth,  that  the  writ  of 

of  venire,  in  .,,.,  .  ,  ,  --i^  .. 

the  writ  of  trial,  trial  did  not  rccitc  when  and  out  of  what  Court  it  issued; 

to^be  abo^ve*  *  ^^^  lastly,  that  the  writ  of  trial  bore  no  date,  the  conclusion 

£20;  4.  that  being  thus : — ''Witness  ourself,  at  Westminster,  the 

the  writ  of  trial  ^  '  ' 

bore  no  date;  day  of       in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign."    The  defend- 

did  not  recite  ant  had  appeared  at  the  trial  by  counsel,  without  taking 

o?what°Coiirt  ^^7  ohjcction  ou  the  ground  of  irregularity,  and  a  verdict 

it  issued :  the  ^^  found  for  the  plaintiffs. 

defendant  hav-  -^ 

ing  appeared  at 

out  objection,         ^«  ^ow  shcwed  causc. — ^Thc  defendant  is  too  late  to 

iwving^betn^  make  these  objections,  after  having  appeared  at  the  trial 

found  for  the  and  tak^n  his  chance  of  a  verdict  there.     [Parke,  B.— 

plaintiff,  the  .  ,  ^        ,     ' 

Court  refused  to  There  appears  to  be  some  difference  in  the  practice  upon 

proceedings,  ^1^^  point,  between  this  Court  and  the  Court  of  Common 

that  the  wrft  of  ^^®^0     ^^^  cases,  whcn  examined,  are  quite  recondle- 

triai  should  be  able.     In  Wortkington  v.  Wigley  (a),  there  was  an  omission 

amended,  the  -v       ,  ^    9  \  /j 

plaintiff  paying  to  transcribe  the  dates  of  the  pleadings  into  the  issue  as 

amendmentand  delivered,  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  set  aside  the 

tfon^to  wt  M?d'e  proceedings.     So,  in  WhUe  v.  Farrer  (A),  where  the  date  of 

the  proceed-  the  writ  of  summons  was  untruly  stated  in  the  writ  of 
trial,  this  Court  set  aside  the  proceedings.  But  in  both  those 

(a)  3  Scott,  555;  5  Do^vl.  P.  C.  209.  (6)  2  M.  &  W.  288. 
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cases,  the  defendant  had  not  appeared  at  the  trial,  and  so  &eA.  of  pimu, 

1841 
had  done  nothing  to  waive  the  irregularity.    In  the  latter 

case^  Parke,  B.,  says  expressly^  ''The  writ  is  void^  and 
an  the  proceedings  under  it  are  therefore  irregular ;  and 
the  irregularity  has  not  been  waived.'*  In  Lycett  v.  Te^ 
nani  {a),  where  the  date  of  the  writ  of  summons  was  omit- 
ted in  the  issue,  bnt  was  supplied  in  the  writ  of  trial,  the 
Court  set  aside  the  writ;  but  there  also  the  defendant's 
attorney  had  objected  to  the  proceedings,  and  conducted 
the  case  at  the  trial  under  protest.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  Ikm  T.  Plevin  {b),  where  the  date  of  the  writ  of  summons 
was  wrongly  stated  in  the  issue,  and  the  word  "  defend- 
ant'^ was  used  instead  of  ''defendants,''  and  the  award 
of  the  yenire  was  to  the  then  sheri£P,  this  Court  refused  to 
set  aside  the  issue,  saying  that  the  proper  course  was  to 
apply  to  a  Judge  for  an  amendment  at  the  plaintiff's  costs. 
Again,  in  Farwig  v.  Cockerion  (c),  where  there  was  a  vari- 
ance in  date  between  the  issue  and  the  writ  of  trial,  and 
Parke,  B.,  had  amended  the  issue  after  verdict,  the  Court 
refused  to  set  it  aside. 

Pearson,  contra. — In  the  cases  cited  on  the  other  side 
in  which  amendments  were  allowed,  such  amendments 
were  of  the  issue  only.  But  here  the  date  of  the  writ  of 
summons  is  omitted  in  the  writ  of  trial.  Now,  the  writ  of 
trial  is  conclusive  as  to  the  date  of  the  writ  of  summons, 
and  its  omission  might  therefore  materially  affect  the  de- 
fendant's situation,  in  case  the  Statute  of  Limitations  were 
pleaded :  fVhqfple  v.  Manley  (d).  But  further,  the  writ  of 
trial  is  void  for  being  itself  without  date.  In  Qmlters  v. 
Neely{e),  where  the  objection  was  that  a  copy  of  a  distringas 
was  undated,  Patteson,  J.,  says,  "If  it  had  appeared  that  the 
defect  existed  in  the  writ  itself,  I  should  have  said  that  it 

(fl)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  168.  (<0  1  M.  &  W.  432. 

(b)  5  Dowl.  P.  C.  594.  («)  9  DowL  P.  C.  139. 

(c)3M.&W.  169. 


110  CASES    IN    THE    EXCHEQUER, 

Exeh.  qf  PUat,  was  no  writ  at  alL''     White  v.  Farter  is  an  authority  for 
1841  •        •  .  .  . 

the  defendant  on  this  point.    Again,  the  issue,  which  does 

not  recite  the  writ  of  summons,  is  at  variance  with  the 
rule  of  H.  T.  4  W.  4,  r.  1 :  Kum  t.  Smith  (a).  Lastly^  the 
writ  of  trial  is  bad^  in  stating  the  sum  sought  to  be  reco- 
vered to  be  ahwe  £20. — He  referred  also  to  Feel  v. 
Ward  (6),  and  Handfwd  v.  Handford  [c). 


Farke,  B. — ^The  decision  of  this  Court  in  White  v.  For- 
rer  might  appear  to  clash. with  a  subsequent  one  of  Percwal 
v.  Cormell  {d),  but  that  is  not  really  so.  The  party  does  not, 
by  appearing  to  defend,  waive  any  defect  in  the  wrU  of  trial, 
because  until  the  time  of  trial  he  does  not  know  what  the 
writ  will  contain.  In  the  present  case^  the  best  course  is 
that  the  rule  should  be  discharged,  and  the  issue  and  writ  of 
trial  amended  at  once,  the  plaintiffs  paying  the  costs  of  the 
amendment  and  of  this  application.  The  plaintiffs  will  then 
retain  their  verdict,  and  will  have  the  costs  of  the  cause. 


The  other  Barons  concurred. 


Bule  discharged. 


(a)  6  Dowl.  P.  C.  710. 

(b)  5  Dowl.  P.  C.  169. 


(c)  6  Dowl.  P.  C.  473. 

(d)  Id.  68. 


2fov.  23.  Shepherd  v.  Thompson. 

A  defendant  ^V.  BULE  had  been  obtained,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to 

come  bankrupt  shcw  causc  why  the  vcrdict  obtained  by  him  should  not  be 

hif  (^rdficate  ^^^  ^ie  for  irregularity,  on  the  ground  that  no  sufficient 

after  trial  and  notice  of  trial  had  been  given.     The  cause  was  tried  in 

verdict  against  ^ 

him,  has  a  right  July  last:  in  August  a  fiat  in  bankruptcy  was  issued 

to  set  it  aside 

for  the  want  of 

a  sufficient  notice  of  trial,  although  his  estate  is  insoWent,  and  his  assignees  are  no  parties  to  the 

application. 
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Ugainst  lie  defendant,  under  whicli,  before  the  commence-  £«»*•  of  PUas, 
ment  of  the  present  term,  he  had  obtained  his  certificate.  '   - 

It  was  sworn  that  the  estate  was  wholly  insolvent,  and  it  Shxphbrd 
did  not  appear  that  the  assignees  had  assented  to  this  ap-  Thompson. 
plication. 

«/.  Henderson  shewed  canse,  and  contended  that,  ad« 
mitting  no  good  notice  of  trial  to  have  been  given,  the 
defendant  was  not  entitled  to  take  advantage  of  it,  in- 
asmuch as,  having  been  discharged  by  his  certificate  firom 
the  debt  and  costs  in  the  action,  and  his  estate  being 
insolvent,  he  had  no  longer  any  possible  interest  in  the 
verdict. 

Pakke,  B. — ^I  think  the  bankrupt  is  at  liberty  to  make 
this  application.  He  has  still  an  interest  in  the  question, 
for  although  the  debt  may  be  barred  by  his  certificate, 
he  may  reasonably  object  to  its  being  said  that  it  was 
discharged  thereby,  when  perhaps  he  might  be  able  to 
shew,  upon  the  trial,  that  no  debt  at  all  was  due  from 
him. 

The  rest  of  the  Court  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 

CowUng  appeared  in  support  of  the  rule. 


Bbokenshir  v.  Monger.  2iov,  23. 

1  HIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  lent,  to  which  To  an  action  of 
the  defendant,  having  obtained  an  order  for  leave  to  plead  ^ncy^ient?  ihe 
several  matters,  pleaded  (inter  alia),  that  in  an  action  in  pi\^*Je"that  in 

an  action  in 
which  the  now 
iekDdant  wai  plaintiff,  and  the  now  plaintiff  was  defendant,  the  now  plaintiff  set  off  the  same 
debt  for  which  the  present  action  was  brought,  and  in  that  action  the  now  defendant  obtained 
a  Terdict : — Held,  that  this  was  not  a  plea  of  judgment  recovered,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
mle  of  H.  T.  4  Will.  4,  r.  8,  and  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  sign  judgment  as  for  want  of  a 
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Exch.  of  Pieai,  wliicli  the  uow  defendant  was  plaintiff^  and  the  now  plaintiff 
^    ^      ^     was  defendant,  the  now  plaintiff  then  set  off  the  same  debt 
BftOKBMSHiR   for  which  the  present  action  was  brought,  and  that  in  that 
MoNOBB*      action  the  now  defendant  obtained  a  verdict.   The  defend- 
ant also  pleaded  a  set-off.    The  plaintiff  took  out  a  sum- 
mons for  particulars  of  set-off,  and  afterwards  signed  judg- 
ment as  for  want  of  a  plea,  on  the  ground  that  the  above 
was  in  substance  a  plea  of  judgment  recovered,  and  that 
the  defendant  had  not  stated  the  date  of  the  judgment^ 
and  the  number  of  the  roll,  in  compliance  with  the  rule  of 
H.  T.  4  Wm.  4,  r.  8. 

Butt  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  this  judg* 
ment  should  be  set  aside  for  irregularity,  with  costs:  and 
contended,  first,  that  the  rule  did  not  apply  to  such  a  plea 
as  this,  but  only  to  the  ordinary  plea  of  a  judgment  reco- 
vered by  the  plaintiff  for  the  same  debt,  its  object  being  to 
get  rid  of  the  old  sham  plea  of  judgment  recovered ;  and 
secondly,  that,  the  plea  not  being  a  nullity,  but  good  on 
the  face  of  it,  the  omission  to  state  the  date  &c.  in  the 
margin,  even  if  that  were  necessary,  was  an  irregularity 
only,  which  had  been  waived  by  the  plaintiff's  applying  for 
particulars  of  set-off:  Margerem  v.  Makiiwame[a). 

Martin  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance,  and  insisted 
that  this  was  in  substance  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary 
sham  plea  of  judgment  recovered,  and  that  being  a  nullity, 
there  was  no  waiver. 

Par&e,  B. — ^This  appears  to  be  the  first  time  that  the 
Court  has  been  called  upon  to  put  a  construction  upon  this 
rule  of  Court;  and  I  certainly  think  that  it  was  intended 
to  apply  only  to  the  well-known  and  usual  sham  plea  of  a 
former  judgment  recovered  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  de- 

(a)  2  N.  R.  509. 
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fendant  for  the  same  demand.    Besides^  the  plaiiiti£P^  by  Btpek.  ofPhM, 
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taking  out  a  summons  for  particulars  of  the  defendant's  set- 
off^ has  admitted  that  the  only  question  between  him  and    Broksmabir 
the  defendant  now  relates  to  that  set-off,  and  therefore  has      Mongbe. 
waived  his  present  objection.    The  role  mnst  therefore  be 
absolute,  with  costs. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

Rule  absolute,  with  costs. 


Obant  v.  Ellis.  jiov.  9. 

MePLEY IN. — Cognisance  by  the  defendant,  as  the  bai-  Tbe  stat  8  &  4 
liff  of  William  Pexton,  for  rent  in  arrear  due  from  one  ^i%^not' 
Harriet  Stuart  Smetham,  under  a  demise  at  a  yearly  rent,  ^vv^y  ^  ^^^ 

^         ^  reserved  on  a 

Sted  cognisance,  for  rent  in  arrear  due  from  Nugent  demUe. 
Kirkland  and  Thomas  Oould,  under  a  similar  demise. 

8rd  cognisance,  that  one  David  Bumsall,  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  making  of  the  indenture  hereinafter  next 
mentioned,  was  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  a 
certain  piece  of  ground,  on  part  whereof  the  said  dwelling- 
house  in  which  ftc.,  at  the  said  time  &c.,  had  been  erected 
and  stood,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  &c.;  and  be- 
ing so  seised  as  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the  6th  July,  1764, 
by  a  certain  indenture  of  lease  then  made  &c.,  the  ^said 
Dayid  Bumsall  demised  unto  Jacob  Leroux,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  all  the  said  piece  of  ground 
&c.,  from  Michaelmas  then  last  past  for  ninety-nine  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  £25,  payable  quarterly  on  the  usual 
days;  and  the  said  Jacob  Leroux  covenanted  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  rent  accordingly;  by  virtue  of  which  said 
demise  the  said  Jacob  Leroux  thereupon,  to  wit  &c.,  en- 

VOL.  IX.  I  M.  w. 
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£m^.  ofPkmt,  tered  &c. — ^The  title  to  tlie  reyeraion  in  fee  immediaiely 
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^  *    -    expectant  on  the  detennination  of  the  said  term,  was  then 

Obamt       deduced  through  various  conveTanoes  &c.  down  to  William 
Ellii.       Pexton,  under  whom  the  defendant  made  cogniaance  for 
the  same  amount  of  rent  as  that  mentioned  in  the  other 
cognisance. 

To  the  first  cognisance  the  plaintiff  pleaded  in  bar,  that 
the  demise  in  that  cognisance  mentioned  was  made  by  an 
indenture  of  lease  theretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  6th  day  of 
July,  1764,  made  between  one  David  Bumsall,  who  was 
then  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  the  pre- 
mises hereinafter  mentioned  to  have  been  demised,  of  the 
one  part,' and  Jacob  Leroux  of  the  other  part;  and  whereby 
the  said  David  Bumsall  demised  a  certain  piece  of  ground, 
on  part  whereof  the  siedd  dweUing-house  in  which  ftc., 
and  at  the  said  time  when  &c.,  had  been  erected  and  stood, 
and  on  which  the  said  dwelling-house  was  afterwards 
erected,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  the  said  Jacob 
Leroux,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  firom 
Michaelmas  day  then  last  for  ninety-nine  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  £25,  payable  quarterly,  &c. :  and  that  the 
reversion  of  the  said  David  Bumsall  of  and  in  the  said 
demised  premises,  expectant  on  the  end  or  other  sooner 
determination  of  the  said  demise,  and  all  his  estate  and 
interest  therein,  more  than  twenty  years  before  the  right 
to  distrain  for  the  said  arrears  of  rent  in  the  said  first  cogni- 
sance mentioned,  or  any  part  of  those  arrears,  first  accrued, 
by  divers  mesne  assignments  thereof  before  then  made, 
legally  came  to  and  vested  in  divers  persons,  and  amongst 
others  eventually  to  John  Taylor,  Bobert  Stubbing,  and 
James  Ivesouy  who  then  became  and  were  seised  as  joint- 
tenants  in  their  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  the  said  re- 
version of  and  in  the  said  demised  premises.  And  the 
plaintiff  further  says,  that  the  said  John  Taylor  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  18th  June,  1886,  died,  and  afterwards  the  said 
reversion  of  and  in  the  said  demised  premises,  expectant  on 
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the  end  or  oQier  sooner  determination  of  the  said  de-  JBxeh,  ^PUat, 
miae,  to  wit,  on  the  2nd  August,  1836,  by  assignment  ^^^' 
thereof  then  made,  came  from  the  said  Sobert  Stubbing 
and  James  Ireson,  and  legally  vested  in  the  said  William 
Pexton :  And  that  for  and  during  a  long  period  of  time, 
exceeding  twenty  years,  to  wit,  for  twenty-five  years  next 
preceding  the  time  when  the  right  to  make  the  distress  in 
the  said  first  cognisance  mentioned  first  accrued,  and  for 
respective  periods  exceeding  twenty  years,  to  wit,  of  twenty- 
five  years  each,  next  preceding  the  time  when  the  right  to 
make  a  distress  for  any  of  the  said  respective  arrears  of 
rent  in  the  said  first  cognisance  mentioned  first  accrued, 
none  of  the  said  rent  reserved  by  the  said  indenture  had 
ever  been  paid  or  received:  And  tbe  persons  who  were  en- 
titled to  the  same  rent,  and  in  the  receipt  thereof,  hereafter 
mentioned,  to  wit,  the  said  John  Taylor,  Robert  Stubbing, 
and  James  Iveson,  more  than  twenty-five  years  before  the 
time  when  the  right  of  making  the  said  distress  in  the  said 
first  cognisance  mentioned  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  rent 
therein  mentioned  to  have  been  distrained  for  accrued, 
to  wit,  on  the  25tli  December,  1806,  became  and  were  out 
of  the  receipt  of  the  said  rents  so  reserved  as  aforesaid, 
and  then  wholly  discontinued  such  receipt,  or  any  receipt 
of  the  same  rent  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  right  of  dis- 
training for  certain  arrears  of  the  said  rent,  to  wit,  for  one 
quarter  of  a  year  of  the  said  rent  which  then  became  and 
was  due,  then  accrued  to  the  said  John  Taylor,  Robert 
Stubbing,  and  James  Iveson :  And  that  the  said  John  Tay- 
lor, Robert  Stubbing,  and  James  Iveson,  and  the  said 
WilKam  Pexton  have  always,  since  the  said  time  when  the 
said  John  Taylor,  Robert  Stubbing,  and  James  Iveson  so 
became  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  said  rent  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  said  first  cognisance  mentioned,  and  so  discontinued 
the  receipt  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  remained  and  been 
out  of  the  receipt  of  the  si^d  rent  or  of  any  part  thereof, 

i2 
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Exch,  rf  pteas,  and  none  of  the  same  has  ever  since  been  paid,  received, 

^   ^^^'  ^     or  distrained  for  or  sued  for  until  the  time  of  tlie  making 

Grant       of  the  said  distress  in  the  said  first  cognisance,  and  for  the 

Ellis.        arrears  of  rent  therein  mentioned;  and  that  the  right  of 

making  a  distress  for  any  of  the  said  arrears  of  rent  in  the 

said  first  cogmsance  mentioned  to  have  been  distrained 

for,  arose  and  accrued  to  the  said  William  Pexton  more 

than  twenty  years  since  the  time  when  the  said  John 

Taylor,  Sobert  Stubbing,  and  James  Iveson,  first  became 

and  were  out  of  the  receipt  of  the  said  rent  as  aforesaid, 

and  when  their  right  to  distrain  for  any  part  of  the  same 

first  accrued  as  aforesaid.     Verification. 

To  the  second  and  third  cognisance  the  plaintiff  pleaded 
pleas  in  bar,  similar  in  substance  to  the  plea  in  bar  to  the 
first  cognisance. 

.  Gteneral  demurrer  to  the  pleas  in  bar  respectively,  and 
joinders  in  demurrer. 

/.  Henderson,  in  Trinity  Vacation  (June  26),  argued  in 
support  of  the  demurrer. — ^William  Pexton,  the  landlord 
under  whom  the  defendant  makes  cognisance,  being  seised 
of  the  reversion  immediately  expectant  on  the  determin- 
ation of  the  tenant's  term,  was  entitled  to  the  rent  as  inci- 
dent to  that  reversion,  and  the  pleas  in  bar  shew  nothing 
in  derogation  of  that  title.  It  is  clear,  that  unless  this 
case  be  affected  by  the  late  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  the 
mere  discontinuance  of  the  receipt  of  rent  would  not  bar 
the  landlord's  rights :  Doe  d.  Cook  v.  Danvers  (a).  There  is 
no  question  here  as  to  disseisin.  The  act  of  a  stranger  in 
taking  rent  by  distress  or  otherwise  would  be  a  disseisin 
only  by  the  option  of  the  landlord :  Littleton,  ss.  688, 
589.  It  will  be  contended  for  the  plaintiff,  that  Pexton's 
right  to  the  rent  distrained  for  is  barred  by  the  2nd  section 
of  the  Stat.  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27.    By  that  section  it  is 

(a)  7  East,  299. 
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enactedy  that  "  no  person  shall  make  an  entry  or  distress^  Sxek.  of  pteat, 


OT  bring  an  action  to  recover  any  land  or  rent^  bnt  within 
twenty  years  next  after  the  time  at  which  the  right  to  make 
snch  entry  or  distress,  or  to  bring  such  action,  shall  have  first 
aocmed  to  some  person  through  whom  he  claims ;  or  if  such 
right  shall  not  have  accrued  to  any  person  through  whom 
he  chdms,  then  within  twenty  years  next  after  the  time 
at  which  the  right  to  make  such  entry  or  distress,  or  to 
bring  such  action,  shall  have  first  accrued  to  the  person 
making  or  bringing  the  same/'  The  word  ''rent''  in  that 
section  does  not  apply  to  rent  reserved  on  a  lease,  as  in 
this  case,  but  to  rent  which  is  a  charge  upon  land — ^rent 
for  which  an  assise  would  lie.  Such  is  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  Thidalj  C.  J.,  in  Paget  v.  Foley  (a).  Thus  an 
annuity  chained  on  land  was,  in  James  v.  Salter  (&),  consi- 
dered to  be  a  case  within  the  act.  So,  in  a  rent-charge 
there  may  be  an  estate:  Eivis  v.  Watson  {c).  These  are 
instances  of  the  class  of  rents  to  which  the  enactment  in 
question  applies — rents  in  which  there  is  a  legal  estate,  and 
not  incident  to,  but  having  a  legal  existence  distinct  firom, 
the  legal  estate  in  the  lands  out  of  which  they  issue.  The 
person  entitled  to  rent  reserved  on  a  demise  has  no  estate 
in  the  rent:  Prescott  y.  Boucher  {d).  The  only  estate 
which  Pexton  had  was  in  the  land,  as  reversioner  in  fee; 
and  on  the  determination  of  the  teniuif  s  estate,  Pexton's 
right  to  maintain  cgectment  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
act,  under  the  drcnmstances  disclosed  in  these  pleadings : 
Doe  d.  Davy  v.  Oxenham  (e).  The  rent  in  question  in  this 
case  would  not  have  been  affected  by  the  former  act  of 
Umitation  as  to  rent,  vis.  the  82  Hen.  8,  c.  87 :  see  Pos- 
terns case  (/),  and  Co.  Intt.  115.  a. 
Bnt  if  the  second  clause  of  the  8  &  4Will.4,  c.27,  were 

(a)  2  fiing.  N.  C.  688;  3  Scott,  (o)  5  M.  &  W.  255. 

135.  {d)  3  B.  &  Adol.  849. 

(h)  3  fiing.  N.C.  544;  4  Scott,  (e)  7  M.  &  W.  131. 

168.  if)  8  Rep.  64,  b. 
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EMch.  of  puoi,  constraed  as  prohibiting  an  action  for  rent  reserved  by 

*  ^    lease,  nnder  the  circumstances  stated,  it  was  repealed  pro 

Grant       tanto,  within  a  few  weeks,  by  the  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  8, 

Ellis.       which  allows  an  action  of  debt  or  covenant  for  such  rent 

within  ten  years  after  the  passing  of  the  act,  oi  twenty 

years  after  the  cause  of  action  accrued. 

The  construction  to  be  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff 
would  deprive  the  landlord  of  his  rent,  while  it  leaves  un- 
touched his  rights  to  the  land  on  which  it  is  reserved^ 
and  to  the  benefit  of  all  covenants  except  for  rent,  and 
his  responsibility  to  the  tenant  on  all  landlords'  cove- 
nants. There  is  nothing  in  this  clause  of  the  8  &  4  Will. 
4,  c.  27,  to  require  or  justify  such  a  construction.  It 
plainly  contemplates  an  estate  in  rent,  and  an  estate  in 
land.  The  other  clauses  of  the  act  shew  or  confirm  the 
meaning  of  the  legislature  to  be,  that  the  rent  mentioned 
in  the  second  clause  is  only  such  rent  as  that  in  which 
there  could  be  an  estate.  Where  rent  on  a  demise  is  con- 
templated, other  langufige  is  used,  as  in  the  42nd  section, 
which  speaks  of  arrears  of  rqnt  The  third  section  limits 
the  operation  of  the  second  to  cases  in  which  there  is  an 
"  estate  or  interest''  in  the  rent.  The  subsequent  clauses 
all  indicate  a  similar  meaning,  and  the  ninth  in  particular 
strongly  illustrates  it.  The  present  case,  therefore,  is  not 
affected  by  the  act,  and  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment. 

Erie,  contra. — The  question  is,  whether  the  Limitation 
Act,  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  applies  to  a  rent  incident  to  a 
reversion  expectant  on  the  determination  of  a  lease  for 
years;  it  is  submitted  that  it  clearly  does.  The  words  are 
general — "any  land  or  rent;"  which  are  applicable  to 
rents  of  every  kind.  If  rents  of  this  description  had  been 
meant  to  be  excluded,  there  should  have  been  an  excep- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  clause,  that  the  act  should  not  be 
deemed  or  taken  to  extend  to  rents  incident  to  a  reversion. 
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The  first  or  interpretation  danae  expressly  declares  that  Btek.  rf  puat, 
the  word  ''rent''  shall  extend  to  all  rents,  and  to  all  ser-  v«!f^ 
vices  and  suits  for  which  a  distress  might  be  made.  The 
effect  of  the  statute  is,  that  after  cessation  of  payment  of 
rent  for  more  than  twenty  years,  no  distress  can  be  made 
for  the  rent,  or  action  maintained  to  recover  it,  dtiring 
the  contnmance  of  the  term«  Although  at  the  end  of  the 
term  the  person  entitled  to  the  reversion  may  maintain 
ejectment  to  recover  the  land,  yet  during  the  oontinuanoe 
<^  the  term  he  cannot  distrain  for  the  i^ent,  after  a  cessa- 
tion to  receive  it  for  twenty  years.  This  may  properly  be 
described  as  rent-service,  for  whick  a  distress  might  be 
made.  The  second  is  the  governing  section,  and  shews  the 
meaning  of  the  act,  and  to  what  rents  it  is  intended  to  ap- 
ply, and  that  is  "  all  rents.''  Here  there  was  a  rent  which 
first  accrued  more  than  twetity  y^ars  before  the  distress 
was  attempted  to  be  nfuide;  and  Pexton,  and  those  under 
whom  he  claimed,  having  discontinued  the  receipt  of  that 
rent  for  more  than  twenty  years,  the  remedy  by  distress  is 
gone.  If  a  rent  had  been  granted  out  of  the  estate,  it 
must  be  admitted  to  have  been  within  the  act;  James  v. 
Salier  dearly  sbews  that.  It  is  said  that  the  second  sec- 
tion is  applicable  only  to  rents  for  which  an  assise  would 
lie — freehold  rents;  but,  because  there  are  sections  whidi 
are  appficable  to  those  rents  qnly,  it  does  not  follow  that 
fliere  is  to  be  any  restriction  or  exception  as  to  other  rents. 
By  the  ninth  section,  rent  created  by  a  lease  for  years  is 
treated  as  coming  within  the  irents  mentioned  in  the  prior 
part  of  the  act.  The  statute  in  its  terms  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  rents  incident  to  a  reversion  expectant  on  the . 
determination  of  a  term  of  years,  as  to  freehold  rents;  and 
there  is  nothing  to  shew,  either  by  express  terms  or  ne- 
cessary implication,  that  the  latter  only  were  intended. 
The  enactments  contained  in  it  whiek  are  applicable  only 
to  freehold  rents  must  be  applied  to  them,  and  those 
whidi  are  applicable  to  rents  under  an  ordinary  lease 
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Exeh.  ^  PUat,  should  be  applied  to  the  latter  only.     [Parke,  B. — ^The 
.   ^^y  .    4i2nd  section  shews  that  the  legislature  intended  to  distm- 
Grakt       guish  "  rent''  from  "  arrears  of  rent/'    According  to  that 
>  Ellis.        Section,  parties  must  sue  or  distrain  for  arrears  of  rent 
within  six  years,  but  according  to  the  second  section  they 
might  do  so  at  any  time  within  twenty  years.]    There  cer- 
tunly  appears  to  be  an  inconsistency  in  those  two  clauses; 
but  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to  decide  that  the 
one  overrules  or  repeals  the  other,  or  that  the  42nd'section 
applies  to  freehold  as  well  as  to  other  rents.    It  has  been 
said  that  if  the  plaintiff's  construction  be  correct,  the  re- 
versioner could  not  maintain  an  ejectment  to  recover  the 
premises  at  the  end  of  the  term ;  but  that  cannot  affect 
the  present  question. 

/•  Henderson,  in  reply. — ^As  this  is  a  case  of  a  "  service 
for  which  a  distress  may  be  made,"  the  words  dted  fixnn 
the  interpretation  clause  might  occasion  some  difficulty,  if 
unqualified.  But  they  are  subject  to  the  general  excep- 
tion in  the  previous  part  of  the  clause,  viz.  "  except  where 
the  nature  of  the  provision  or  the  context  of  the  act  shall 
exclude  such  construction."  Here  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
vision in  the  second  clause,  and  the  whole  context  of  the 
act,  are  hostile  to  the  construction  of  the  word  "  rent,"  in 
that  clause,  as  including  rent  incident  to  a  reversion. 

Cur.  adv.  vult 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

B.OLFE,  B. — ^This  was  an  action  of  replevin  for  taking 
the  goods  of  the  plaintiff  in  his  dwelling-house  at  Ken- 
sington. 

It  appears  by  the  pleadings,  that,  in  the  year  1764, 
David  Bumsall,  being  seised  in  fee  of  the  land  on  which 
the  house  in  question  was  afterwards  built,  demised  the 
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same  on  a  building  lease  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years^  Exek.  rf  PUat, 


at  an  annual  rent  of  £25,  payable  on  the  four  usual  days 
of  payment;  and  it  further  appears,  that  on  the  18th  day 
of  June,  1836,  the  rerersion  expectant  on  the  determina- 
tion of  the  term  became,  after  various  mesne  assignments, 
vested  in  William  Pexton  in  fee.  The  defendant  in  reple- 
vin made  cognisance  as  the  bailiff  of  William  Pexton,  and 
justified  the  taking,  as  a  distress  for  three  years  and  three 
quarters  of  a  year's  rent  due  at  Lady-day,  1840;  being 
the  rent  accrued  due  subsequently  to  the  time  when  Wil- 
liam Pexton  had  acquired  the  reversion. 

To  this  cognisance  the  plaintiff  pleaded  in  bar,  that,  for 
a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years  before  any  of  the  rent 
in  question  had  become  due,  the  parties  entitled  to  the 
reversion,  and  through  whom  the  said  William  Pexton 
claimed,  had  discontinued  the  receipt  of  the  rent  reserved 
by  the  original  lease,  and  that  during  that  period  no  rent 
had  been  paid  or  received.  To  this  plea  there  was  a  de- 
murrer; and  the  question  for  our  decision  is,  whether  the 
plea  in  bar  does  or  does  not  disclose  a  good  defence  to 
the  claim  of  rent  on  the  part  of  William  Pexton.  The 
question  turns  entirely  on  the  construction  of  the  Real 
Property  Limitation  Act,  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27. 

By  the  second  section  of  that  act  it  is  enacted,  ''that  no 
person  shall  make  an  entry  or  distress,  or  bring  an  action 
to  recover  any  land  or  rent,  but  within  twenty  years  next 
after  the  time  at  which  the  right  to  make  such  entry  or 
distress,  or  to  bring  such  action,  first  accrued  to  the  per- 
son through  whom  he  daims.^'  And  by  the  third  section 
it  is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted, ''  that  when  the  person 
daiming  such  land  or  rent,  or  some  person  through  whom 
he  claims,  shaU,  in  respect  of  the  estate  or  interest  claimed, 
have  been  in  possession  or  in  receipt  of  the  profits  of  such 
land,  or  in  receipt  of  such  rent,  and  shall,  while  entitled 
thereto,  have  been  dispossessed  or  have  discontinued  such 
possession  or  receipt,  then  such  right  shall  be  deemed  to 
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EmcH.  of  Pkat,  have  first  accraed  at  the  time  of  snch  dispossession,  or 

1841 

'  -    discontinnance  of  possession,  or  at  the  last  time  at  which 

Grant       guch  profits  or  rent  were  or  was  so  receiyed/'    It  is  on 
Ellis.        these  two  enactments  that  the  question  mainly  turns. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  is  contended,  that  his  case 
comes  expressly  within  the  provisions  of  the  act.  William 
Pexton,  he  says,  derives  title  to  the  rent  claimed  through 
several  persons  named  in  the  third  cognisance  of  the  de- 
fendant, who  were  successively  the  owners  in  fee  of  the 
reversion  expectant  on  the  termination  of  the  lease;  and 
those  persons,  being  so  entitled  to  the  reversion,  discon- 
tinued the  receipt  of  the  rent  for  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years  next  before  the  time  when  any  of  the  rent 
distrained  for  became  due,  during  which  period  no  rent 
has  been  paid  or  received;  and  this,  the  plaintiff  contends, 
is  precisely  within  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  statute. 

The  defendant,  on  the  other  hand,  contends,  that  this 
is  not  a  case  within  the  statute  at  all.  He  contends,  that 
the  word  "  rent,''  in  the  second  section  of  the  statute,  can- 
not be  taken  as  having  any  reference  to  rents  such  as  that 
now  in  question,  namely,  rents  reserved  on  leases  for 
'  years  by  contract  between  the  parties,  as  the  conventional 
equivalent  for  the  right  of  occupation;  but  must  be  con- 
fined to  rents  existing  as  an  inheritance  distinct  from  the 
land,  and  for  which  before  the  statute  the  party  entitled 
might  have  had  an  assise,  such  as  ancient  rent-service,  fee- 
farm  rents,  or  the  like.  We  accede  to  this  latter  view  of 
the  case. 

In  order  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  "  rent,*'  as  used  in  the  two  sections  to  which  we 
have  referred,  it  is  important  first  to  consider  what  is  the 
i  meaning  of  the  word  ''  recover,''  as  used  in  the  second  sec- 

j  tion.   The  enactment  is,  that  no  person  shall  make  an  entry 

or  distress,  or  bring  an  action  to  ^'recover"  any  land  or 
rent,  but  within  twenty  years  &c.  Now,  so  far  as  relates  to 
land,  the  word  "  recover,"  in  this  passage,  clearly  means  the 
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same  thing  as  "  obtain  possession  or  seisin  of."    The  danse  &tek.  of  pum, 
assumes  one  party  to  be  in  wrongfhl  seisin  or  possession    ^   ^^^'  ^ 
of  land  to  which  another  has  the  right,  and  then  limits       Grant 
the  time  within  which  the  right  mnst  be  asserted.  ELug. 

If  snch  be  the  meaning  of  the  word  "recoYesr,"  when 
nsed  with  reference  to  one  of  its  objects — "  land,''  it  is 
yery  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  legislature  intended  it 
to  have  the  same  meaning  in  respect  to  the  other  object — 
''rent.''  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  with  respect  to  an  incor- 
poreal hereditament  like  rent  there  cannot  be  strictly  any 
wrongfol  adverse  seisin  or  possession  by  another.  If  A. 
claims  and  receives  the  rent  due  to  B.,  B.  has  still  the 
same  right  against  the  terre-tenant  as  if  no  payment  had 
been  made  to  A.  The  receipt  of  rent  by  A.  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  a  similar  receipt  by  B.,  as  the  possession  of « 
land  by  A.  is  necessarily  inconsistent  with  possession  of 
the  same  land  by  B.  But  still,  before  the  passing  of 
this  act,  a  party  seised  of  rents,  whether  rents-service, 
rent-charges,  or  rents-seek,  might,  in  case  the  rent  was 
paid  to  another  or  withheld  from  him,  consider  himself,  if 
he  thought  fit,  as  being  disseised  of  such  rent.  And  a 
party  electing  to  consider  himself  so  disseised,  might  have 
die  same  remedy  by  an  assize  to  recover  seisin  of  his  rent, 
as  a  party  disseised  of  land  might  have  to  recover  seisin  of 
his  land.  The  judgment  in  each  case  was  the  same, 
''quod  recuperet  seisinam;"  and  in  each  case  the  party 
was  entitled  to  a  writ  of  habere  facias  seiiinam,  which,  in 
case  of  a  recovery  of  rent,  was  executed  by  the  sheriff  deli- 
vering to  the  plaintiff  an  ox  or  other  chattel  on  the  land, 
in  lieu  of  execution;  and  in  case  of  a  subsequent  with- 
holding of  rent,  the  party  aggrieved  might  have  his  writ 
of  re-disseisin,  with  all  its  consequences,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  subsequent  disseisin  of  lands  or  houses. 

Now  we  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  to  this  sort  of  recovery 
only  that  the  second  section  of  the  statute  has  reference; 
for  such  is  clearly  the  meaning  of  the  word  "recover,'' 
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tical  construction  requires  us  to  give  it  the  same  meaning 
Oramt       when  applied  to  rent,  unless,  which  is  not  the  case  here. 


V. 


Ellis.  some  manifest  absurdity  or  inconvenience  should  result 
from  our  so  doing.  It  follows  firom  hence,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  the  word  ^'  reni/^  in  the  second  section,  must 
necessarily  be  confined  to  rent  which  might  in  its  nature 
have  been  the  object  of  such  a  recovery;  and  this  certainly 
does  not  include  the  rent  reserved  on  common  leases  for 
years. 

According  to  our  view  of  this  case,  therefore,  even  if  the 
second  section  had  stood  alone,  we  should  have  been  of 
opinion  that  the  pleas  in  bar  afforded  no  answer  to  the 
defendant's  cognisance,  and  consequently  that  he  was 
entitled  to  judgment  in  his  favour.  But  we  think  it  right 
to  add,  that  the  correctness  of  the  construction  we  put  on 
the  second  section  appears  to  us  to  be  strongly  confirmed 
by  the  subsequent  parts  of  the  statute. 

In  the  third  and  some  other  sections  the  act  proceeds 
to  define  the  time,  in  most,  though  (as  is  noticed  by  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Tifukd  in  the  case  of  James  v.  SMer  (a) )  not 
in  all  possible  cases,  at  which  the  right  to  make  a  distress, 
for  the  purpose  of  recovering  any  rent,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  first  accrued  to  the  party  making  the  same.  The  first 
case  put  is  that  of  a  party  who  has  himself,  in  respect  of  the 
estate  or  if  Merest  claimed,  been  in  possession  of  the  rent,  and 
who  afterwards  has  been  dispossessed,  or  has  discontinued 
'  the  receipt  of  the  rent.  77le  estate  or  interest  claimed  must, 
according  to  the  context,  mean  the  estate  or  interest  claimed 
in  the  rent,  and  not  in  the  lands  out  of  which  the  rent 
issues.  Now,  a  person  entitled  to  the  rent  reserved  on  a 
common  lease  for  years  has  no  estate  in  the  rent  at  all; 
Prescott  V.  Boucher  {b) ;  he  is  entitled  to  the  rent,  when  it 
firom  time  to  time  becomes  due,  as  being  an  incident  to  his 

(a)  3  fiing.  N.  C.  553.  (6)  3  B.  &  Adol.  849. 
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reyersioxij  and  not  because  he  has  any  estate  in  the  rent  Exeh,  a/  Piea$, 
itself.     He  is  himself  the  fireeholder  of  the  land,  and  can  ^      ^ 

therefore  have  no  estate  in  rent  issuing  out  of  the  land.  Grant 
The  word  ''  interest/^  indeed,  is  of  so  large  and  compre-  ellis. 
hensive  a  nature,  as  perhaps  to  embrace  the  right  which 
the  reyersioner  has  in  the  rent  as  incident  to  his  reversion ; 
still  that  interest  can  in  no  fair  sense  be  described  as  the 
inierest  claimed.  What  is  claimed  by  a  landlord,  distraining 
for  rent  on  a  common  lease  for  years,  is  the  amount  of  the 
arrears,  wholly  irrespective  of  the  extent  of  his  estate  or 
interest  in  the  reversion,  as  an  incident  to  which  the  right 
to  those  arrears  has  accnfed:  what  he  "recovers"  by  his 
distress  is  the  amount  due  for  arrears  of  rent,  and  will 
be  the  same  whether  he  is  tenant  in  fee  simple,  tenant  for 
life,  or  tenant  for  years.  The  statute,  in  this  branch  of 
section  8,  clearly  looks  to  the  party  recovering  the  same 
estate  or  interest  of  which  he  was  previously  possessed,  and 
of  which  he  had  been  dispossessed ;  and  this  is  altogether 
inapplicable  to  a  distress  for  rent  incident  to  a  reversion 
expectant  on  a  common  lease  for  years.  Indeed,  this  very 
distinction  appears  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  legis- 
lature in  this  act ;  for  by  the  4i2nd  section  a  limit  is  imposed 
as  to  the  number  of  years'  arrears  for  which  a  party  enti- 
tled to  rent  may  distrain,  and  there  the  subject-matter  to 
be  recovered  by  the  distress  is  described,  not  as  ''rent,'' 
but  as  "  arrears  of  rent." 

It  must  further  be  observed  in  the  present  case,  that  at 
the  end  of  the  ninety-nine  years  the  reversioner  will  clearly 
be  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  land;  for  by  one  of  the 
express  provisions  of  section  8,  the  right  to  the  reversion 
is  to  be  deemed  to  have  first  accrued  when  the  estate  falls 
into  possession,  unless,  which  is  not  the  case  here,  some 
third  person  shall  in  the  mean  time  have  got  into  wrongful 
receipt  of  the  rents;  this  being  in  certain  cases  treated  by 
the  act  as  analogous  to  an  actual  disseisin.  As,  therefore^ 
the  rights  of  the  reversioner,  which  are  to  be  enforced 
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preserved,  it  seems  impossible  to  imagine  that  those  rights 
which  exist  as  incidents  to  the  reyersion  during  the  sub- 
sistence of  that  particular  estate,  could  haye  been  intended 
to  be  extinguished.  The  reason  why,  at  the  end  of  the 
ninety-nine  years,  the  reversioner  will  be  entitled  to  re* 
cover  the  land,  is,  that  during  that  term  the  party  in  pos- 
session has  been  holding  under  the  lease  in  question,  one 
of  the  terms  of  which  is,  that  he  is  to  pay  the  rent  reserved. 
The  argument  of  the  plaintiff  goes  to  this,  that,  though  the 
tenant  is  most  undoubtedly  holding  under  the  lease,  yet 
that  lease  is  to  be  treated  as  if  all  that  concerns  the  reser- 
vation of  rent  were  struck  out,  and  all  the  other  provisicms 
remained.  The  landlord  will  be  bound  by  his  covenants 
for  title  (unless  made  conditional  on  payment  of  rent  by 
the  tenant);  he  will  also  be  bound  by  his  covenants,  if  such 
there  are,  to  build  or  repair,  or  furnish  materials  for  build- 
ing or  repairing,  and  by  all  collateral  engagements.  The 
tenant,  on  the  other  hand,  will  be  bound  by  his  covenants 
as  to  cultivation,  repairing,  and  the  like;  and  this  appears 
to  us  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  notion,  that  the 
legislature  meant  to  bar  the  reversions  of  his  right  to 
recover  the  rent  when  due.  A  strong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  construction  which  we  have  put  on  this  act  may  be 
drawn  from  the  9th  section.  It  is  there  provided,  that, 
where  a  party  is  in  possession  of  land  under  a  lease,  on 
which  a  yearly  rent  not  exceeding  208.  is  reserved,  and  the 
rent  shall  have  been  received  by  some  person  wrongfully 
claiming  the  reversion,  and  no  payment  of  reni  shaU  have 
been  afterwards  made  to  the  person  righifidfy  eniitkd;  there 
the  right  to  distrain  for  rent,  or  after  the  termination  of 
the  term  to  bring  an  action  to  recover  the  land,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  first  accrued  when  the  rent  was  first  re- 
ceived by  the  wrongful  claimant,  and  no  such  right  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  first  accrued  on  the  determination  of 
the  term.    It  was  strongly  argued  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
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fendant^  that  this  amounts  to  a  virtual  recognition  by  the  Sxek.  qfPieai^ 
legislature  of  the  accuracy  of  the  proposition  for  which  he 
contends^  namely^  that  where  there  is  no  receipt  of  rent  by 
a  party  wrongfuUy  claiming  the  reversion,  there  the  right 
to  the  reversion,  and  to  the  rent  as  incident  to  it,  remains 
unaffected.  We  think  there  is  great  force  in  this  argu- 
ment; and  its  weight  may  be  much  increased  by  consider- 
ing what,  upon  the  plaintiff's  construction  of  the  statute, 
would  be  the  position  of  the  reversioner  if  no  rent  should 
be  paid  for  twenty  years,  and  after  that  time  a  wrong- 
ful daim  should  be  set  up  by  some  party  not  entitled. 
Mere  non-payment  of  rent  will  certainly  not  bar  the 
reversioner's  right  to  recover  the  land  at  the  end  of  the 
term.  When,  therefore,  no  rent  has  been  paid  for  twenty 
years,  the  condition  of  the  reversioner,  according  to  the 
plaintiff's  view  of  the  law,  is,  that  he  has  no  possibility  of 
obtaining  payment  of  any  further  rent ;  but  when  the  term 
is  expired  he  will  be  entitled  to  recover  the  land.  Suppose, 
then,  that  in  this  state  of  things  a  wrongful  claimant 
should  succeed  in  getting  the  tenant  to  pay  rent  to  him, 
and  that  then,  after  twenty  years,  the  term  should  expire ; 
it  is  dear  that,  by  the  express  providon  of  the  9th  sectimi, 
the  right  of  the  reversioner  to  the  land  would  be  barred; 
so  that  by  the  act  of  a  party  vn^rngfiilly  obtaining  rent  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled,  and  which  act  the  reversioner 
had,  according  to  the  plaintiff's  argument,  no  possible 
means  of  contesting,  the  reversioner  is  at  the  end  of  the 
term  deprived  of  what,  but  for  such  wrongful  act,  ]ie  would 
have  been  clearly  entitled  to,  namely,  his  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  land.  On  the  view  which  we  take  of  the 
law,  no  such  anomaly  exists;  fbr  the  reversioner,  by  dis- 
training for  or  otherwise  obtaining  his  rent,  within  twenty 
years  after  the  first  wrongful  receipt  of  it  by  the  adverse 
claimant,  effectually  prevents  his  being,  by  the  wrongful 
act  of  anoth^,  deprived  of  the  estate  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term. 
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Exeh,  ttfPieoi,      It  is  not  UBWorthy  of  notice,  that  throughout  the  act 
'  ^    the  receipt  of  rent  is  constantly  mentioned  in  a  mode 
Grant       which  appears  as  if  studiously  designed  to  mark  that  the 
Ellis.       rent  Contemplated  is  not  the  ordinary  rent  reserved  on 
leases  for  years — ^not  that  which  is  usually  spoken  of  as  the 
rents  and  profits,  but  something  distinct  from  both.  For  in- 
stance, in  the  second  section  the  language  is — ''  fVhen  the 
person  claiming  such  land  or  rent  shall  have  been  in  posses^ 
sum  or  in  receipt  of  the  profits  of  such  land,  or  in  receipt  of 
such  rent;*'  and  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  mode  of  ex- 
pression is  used  throughout  the  act.     This  is  certainly  not 
the  ordinary  mode  of  speaking  of  a  person  in  actual  pos- 
session of  land,  or  in  receipt  of  the  rents  reserved  on  leases 
for  years.    We  do  not  rely  very  much  on  this  argument, 
but  the  circumstance  is  worth  adverting  to. 

It  was  pressed  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  that  what- 
ever question  might  have  been  raised  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  '^  rent,*'  deducing  that  meaning  from  the  se- 
cond and  subsequent  section  of  the  statute,  yet  that  it 
was  not  competent  to  the  C!ourt  to  give  to  the  word  any 
but  its  most  extended  meaning,  by  reason  of  the  express 
enactment  in  the  first  section— the  interpretation  clause. 
But  we  do  not  feel  pressed  by  that  argument,  inasmuch  as 
that  clause  expressly  excludes  from  its  operation  all  cases 
in  which  the  context  requires  a  less  extended  signification. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  li- 
mitation by  the  2nd  section  of  the  statute  does  not  apply 
to  the  present  case,  and  consequently  that  there  must  be 
judgment  for  the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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Barker,  Qerk,  v.  The  Tithe  Commissioners  for  Eno*     ^"■^^'^      ' 
LAND  and  Wales,  and  Wtrlbt  Birch,  Esq.  Nov.  17. 

FbOHIBITIOK— The  declaration  recited,  that  the  where  a  claim 
plaintiff,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Tithe  ^^^^^Z^- 
Commutation  Act,  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  71,  and  fifom  thence  J*«"  ^^^  t|tj« 

u  preierred  be- 

hitherto,  was  and  still  is  patron  and  rector  of  the  parish  of  fore  the  dthe 
Shipdham  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  that  no  agree-  appointed  un- 
ment  for  the  commutation  of  tithes  within  the  limits  of  the  4^'c.M  whL"^ 
pariBK  Bad  been  before  made:  that  the  Tithe  Commission-  dedde  a^rainst 

'  the  claim  set 

ers  afterwards,  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  1888,  to  wit,  up,  the  party  ia 
on  the  Ist  of  May,  1889,  did  proceed  in  the  manner  in  the  fr^^Mtting  up 
act  mentioned,  and  under  the  powers  thereby  given,  by  a  ferenrmodus^^ 
certain  assistant  commissioner  in  that  behalf  duly  ap-  on  the  same 

landSf  onleM 

pointed,  to  wit,  John  Mee  Mathew,  Esq.,  to  ascertain  and  thecommis- 
award  the  total  snm  to  be  paid  by  way  of  rent-cha]^,  in-:  ^de'thei^ 
stead  of  the  tithes  of  the  said  parish ;  that  the  plaintiff,  as  JmI  award  un. 

'^  '  r  *         dcrtheact; 

such  rector,  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  tithes  arising  even  though  a 
in,  upon,  and  out  of  all  and  singular  the  lands  situate  deilvered^nder 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  parish,  except  certain  allot-  ^''on^^^'nding 

ments  before  then  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  poor  of  the  to  try  the  valid- 
ity of  the  first 
parish,  under  a  certain  act,  47  Oteo.  8,  for  inclosing  lands 'in  modus. 

the  said  parish.  It  then  recited,  that  the  defendant  Wyrley 
Birch  was  the  lessee  of  certain  lands  in  the  said  parish, 
and  being  such  lessee,  he  the  said  W.  B.  afterwiEurds,  to 
wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid,  made  and  preferred 
a  claim  in  writing  before  the  assistant  commissioner  (set- 
ting it  out),  that  there  was  payable  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
said  lands  called  Shipdham  Park,  for  the  time  beiog,  to 
the  rector  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being,  at  Lammas- 
day  in  every  year,  or  as  soon  afterwards  as  demanded,  the 
yearly  sum  of  6i.  Sd.  as  a  modus,  in  lieu  of  all  tithes,  as 
weU  great  as  small,  yearly  arising  &c.  in  and  upon  the 
said  lands ;  that  the  plaintiff  then  disputed  the  said  claim 
of  the  said  Wyrley  Birch,  and  thereby  there  then  was  a 

YOL.  IX.  K  M.  w. 
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Btceh-rfPietu,  question  as  to  the  existence  of  the  said  alleged  modus. 
•  ^  whereby  the  making  of  the  award  by  the  said  J.  M.  W.,  as 
such  assistant  commissioner^  was  then  hindered;  whereupon 
he  the  assistant  commissioner  appointed  a  day  to  hear  and 
determine  the  said  daimj  and  did  hear  and  determine  ih» 
said  question  by  a  certain  instrument  in  writing,  (whieh 
was  set  out),  and  thereby  awarded  and  determined  that  the 
modus  had  not  been  sufficiently  established,  and  eould 
not  be  sustained,  and  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  sucoessors 
fbr  the  time  being,  rectors  of  Shipdham,  is  and  are  eati* 
tied  to  all  manner  of  tithes,  as  well  great  as  small,  aristng 
tec.  in,  upon,  and  out  of  the  said  lands  called  Shipdham 
Park ;  which  decision  was  in  due  manner,  aocording  to  the 
said  statute,  notified  to  the  plaintiff*  and  the  said  Wyrley 
Birch.  The  plaintiff  then  averred,  that  the  yearly  rwkae 
of  the  payment  to  be  made  by  the  said  Wyxley  Biveb^ 
as  and  for  the  tithes  of  the  said  several  lands  in  re- 
spect of  whieh  the  said  modus  was  so  claimed  by  the  said 
W.  B.  as  thereinbe&re  mentioned,  exceeded  the  sum  of 
£S10;  and  that  the  said  W.  B.  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
said  decLnon,  did  afterwards,  and  within  tihree  calendar 
months  after  it  had  been  notified,  cause  an  action  on  pro- 
mises to  be  brought  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  which 
the  said  W.  B.  was  the  plaintiff  and  the  now  plaintiff  de- 
fendant, and  did  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  fcc.,  deliver  to  the 
now  plaintiff  a  fisigned  issue  in  the  said  action,  whereby 
the  said  disputed  right  might  be  tried;  that  the  now  plain- 
tiff  caused  an  appearance  to  be  entered,  and  the  feigned 
issue  was  afterwards,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  statute,  in  due  manner  settled  by  the  Bight  Hod. 
T.  Erskine,  one  tec.,  in  which  said  feigned  issue  the  ques- 
tion to  be  tried  was  [setting  it  out  verbatim]  whether 
there  was  a  modus  of  6i.  8d.  payable  in  reelect  of  the  said 
lands,  &c.  That  afterwards,  at  the  Assises  held  for  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  on  the  8rd  of  April,  1841,  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  N.  C.  Tindal,  Knt.,  C.  J.,  &c. 
that  the  time  for  the  trial  of  the  issue  should  be  extended 
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to  the  then  next  Assizes^  upon  payment  of  all  coats  by  the  Exeh,  of  pum, 
Hdd  WjAey  Birch,  to  be  taxed  by  the  Master;  that  the  ^^^' 
■aid  order  was  still  in  foil  foroe^  and  that  the  time  therein 
appointed  for  the  trial  of  the  issue  is  not  yet  elapsed,  and 
that  the  said  action  is  still  pending  and  undetermined,  of 
all  whidi  premises  the  defendants  had  notice.  The  dedara^ 
tion  tiien  alleged,  that  whilst  the  said  action  was  so  pend- 
ing, to  wit,  on  the  lOHi  of  February,  1841,  the  said  Wyrley 
Birch  camed  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  said  lithe 
Commissioners,  praying  that  they  would  receiTe  firom  him 
a  new  daim,and  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  hearing  and 
^termining  the  question  as  to  the  existence  of  the  modus 
therein  alleged  to  be  due  and  payable :  that  he  the  plain- 
tiflr  caused  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the  said  tithe 
eQmmissioners,  in  wUch  he  insisted  that  the  said  Wyrley 
Bireii  was  not  entitled,  on  the  merits,  to.  prefer  >uiy  n®^ 
or  fortiier  claim,  and  denied  that  the  said  Tithe  Commia- 
sioners  had  any  power  or  authority  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  said  Wyrley  Birch,  and  prayed  them  not  to  receive  any 
new  or  other  daim  in  respect  of  any  other  alleged  modus: 
that  the  said  Tithe  Commissioners  did  afterwards,  on  the 
10th  of  March  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  take  the  said 
memorial  of  the  said  W.  B.  into  their  consideration,  and 
did  by  a  certain  order  in  writing,  bearing  date  &c.,  decide 
that  the  said  W.  B.  should  be  permitted  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  a  di£Eerent  modus  on  certain  conditions ;  and  that 
although  he,  the  plaintiff,  had  always  objected  that  they 
had  not  power  to  receive  <x  entertain  any  such  new  or 
farther  daim,  and  the  said  issue  was  still  pending,  yet  the 
said  defendant  W.  B.  did  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  &c.  pre- 
sent, and  the  commissioners  received  from  him,  a  certain 
ether  daim  in  writing,  [which  was  set  out,  and  was  a  claim 
of  exemption  from  tithe  for  a  portion  of  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, in  consideration  of  a  modus  of  69.;  and  in  respect  of 
the  residue,  claiming  an  exemption  from  tithe  altogether, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Inclosure  Act] .  It  then  alleged, 
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that  the  lands  and  allotments  in  the  last-mentioned  claim 
and  those  in  the  first-mentioned  claim  were  the  same,  and 
that  he,  the  plainti£F,  objected  before  the  commissioners 
that  they  had  no  power  to  receive  the  last-mentioned  claims 
yet  the  said  Tithe  Commissioners  caused  a  certain  notice 
[which  was  set  out]  to  be  issued  and  sent  to  the  said  now 
plaintiff,  appointing  the  18th  of  May,  1841,  for  hearing  the 
said  claim  for  a  modus  of  6#.,  which  time  was,  by  an  order 
of  the  14th  of  May,  postponed  to  the  11th  of  June  in  the 
same  year :  and  so  the  now  plaintiff  says,  that  the  said  Tithe 
Commissioners  have  proceeded  and  are  proceeding  in  the 
said  last-mentioned  claim,  &c.,  wherefore  the  now  plaintiff 
prays  that  a  writ  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  of  prohibi- 
tion, from  the  Court  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  before 
the  Barons  &c.,  do  issue  to  the  said  Tithe  Commissioners 
and  to  the  said  Wyrley  Birch,  that  they  do  not  proceed 
further  in  the  hearing  or  determining  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  claim. 

Demurrer  by  the  Tithe  Commissioners,  assigning  for 
causes,  that  it  does  not  appear  by  the  declaration  that  the 
Tithe  Commissioners  have  not  jurisdiction  oyer  the  matters 
in  the  declaration  mentioned,  or  that  they  will  impro- 
perly exercise  such  jurisdiction,  or  that  they  have  impro- 
perly or  at  all  exercised  their  jurisdiction  as  to  the  said 
matters,  or  that  the  said  instrument  signed  by  the  said 
J.  M.  Mathew,  and  therein  set  out,  had  been  confirmed 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  commissioners,  or  that 
the  fact  of  such  confirmation  had  been  published  in  the 
parish  of  Shipdham  by  the  said  commissiouers,  or  that  it 
had  any  effect  or  validity,  or  was  in  any  way  binding  on 
the  persons  interested  in  the  said  lands  and  tithes,  nor 
does  it  appear  that  the  said  matters  have  by  any  means 
been  removed  or  taken  out  of  their  jurisdiction. 

The  defendant  Birch  also  demurred,  assigning  similar 
causes. 

Joinders  in  demurrer. 
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The  following  were  the  points  marked  for  argument  on  Exeh.  of  Pleat, 


behalf  of  the  Tithe  Commissioners : — ^That  they  are  not 
precluded^  by  the  matjfcers  alleged  in  the  declaration^  from 
hearing  evidence  of  another  modns  in  lien  of  the  tithes  of 
the  land  in  question.  That  none  of  those  matters  made  it 
obHgatoiy  on  them  to  confirm  their  assistant  commission- 
er's finding  mentioned  in  the  declaration.  That  until  they 
have  confirmed  and  published  it  as  their  award,  they  have 
the  power,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  of  receiving  all  evidence  necessary  for  their  infor- 
mation, before  giving  a  decision  which  is  to  be  final  and 
irreversible.  And  all  or  any  of  the  other  grounds  men- 
tioned in  the  demurrer  will  be  relied  upon. 

7%e  SoRcUor-General,  for  the  Tithe  Commissioners. — 
The  principal  question  in  this  case  is,  whether,  the  assist- 
ant commissioner  having  decided  that  the  claim  to  a  mo- 
dus of  6s.  8d.  Was  not  well  established,  and  could  not  be 
sustained,  it  is  not  open  to  the  commissioners  to  inquire 
whether  there  was  a  valid  claim  to  a  modus  of  6s.,  or 
even  a  total  exemption  from  tithes,  in  respect  of  the  lands 
in  question,  they  not  having  yet  made  their  award,  or  had, 
as  they  think,  the  means  of  proceeding  to  do  so  without 
investigating  the  validity  of  this  claim.  The  commission- 
ers contend  that  they  are  bound  to  investigate  any  claim 
bonft  fide  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  commissioners  are  first  directed,  by  the  86th  section 
of  the  act  6  &7  Will.  4,  c.  71^  to  ascertain  and  award  the  total 
sum  to  be  paid  by  way  of  rent-charge,  instead  of  the  tithes 
of  every  parish  in  England  and  Wales,  in  which  no  agree* 
ment  binding  upon  the  whole  parish  shall  have  been  made 
and  confirmed  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  previous 
sections.  And  the  87th  section  provides,  that  in  every 
case  in  which  the  commissioners  shall  intend  making  an 
award,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  in  such  manner  as  to 
them  shall  seem  fit ;  and  alter  the  expiration  of  twenty-one 
days  after  such  notice  shall  have  been  given,  the  commis- 
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Eteh.  of  Pi9Q$,  sioners  or  assistant  commissioner  shall  proceed  to  ascer- 
^  tain  the  dear  average  value  of  the  tithes  of  the  parish. 

Then  the  44th  section  enacts,  '*  that  if  any  modns  or  com- 
position real  or  prescriptivej  or  customary  payment,  shall 
be  payable  instead  of  the  tithes  of  any  of  the  lands  or  pro* 
duce  thereof  in  the  said  parish,  the  commissioners  or  assist- 
ant commissioner  shall,  in  such  case,  estimate  the  amount 
of  such  modus,  composition,  or  payment  as  thd  value  of 
the  tithes  payable  in  respect  of  such  lands  or  produce  re- 
spectively, and  shall  add  the  amount  thereof  to  the  value 
of  the  other  tithes  of  the  parish  ascertained  as  aforesaid ; 
and  shall  also  make  due  allowance  for  all  exemption  from 
or  non-liability  to  tithes  of  any  lands,  or  any  part  of  the 
produce  of  such  lands/' 

Then  comes  the  45th  section,  which  is  important.  It 
enacts,  "  that  if  any  suit  shall  be  pending  touching  the 
right  to  any  tithes,  or  if  there  shall  be  any  question  as  to 
the  existence  of  any  modus  or  composition  real,  or  pre« 
scriptive  or  customary  payment,  or  any  claim  of  exemp- 
tion from  or  nourliabifity  unieat  any  circumstances  to  the 
payment  of  any  tithes  in  respect  of  any  lands  or  any  kind 
of  produce,  or  touching  the  situation  or  boundary  of  any 
lands,  or  if  osjf  dijffkrence  ahaU  ariie  whereby  the  making  of 
any  such  award  by  the  eanmierionen  or  aeeieiaai  eommii' 
sumer  shall  be  hindered,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commis- 
sioners or  assistant  commissioner  to  appoint  a  time  and 
place,  in  or  near  the  parish,  for  hearing  and  determining 
the  same ;  and  the  decision  of  the  commissioners  and  as- 
sistant commissioner  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  on  all 
persons,  subject  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained/' 
Here  a  difference  has  arisen  whereby  the  making  of  an 
award  by  the  commissioners  is  hindered,  and  therefore  it 
was  their  duty  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  to  hear  and 
determine  that  dijBference.  There  is  nothing  in  that  sec- 
tion to  prevent  a  party,  having  put  forward  a  claim  to  a 
particular  modus  which  turns  out  to  be  incorrectly  stated, 
from  afterwards  setting  up  another;  or  to  shew  that  the 
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are  to  bind  him  to  tliat  original  dainu    K  s*ek.  ^  >>/#««, 
a  partjr  is  diaaatisfied  with  the  deddon  of  the  commiaaioiL-    ^   ^      ^ 
en  cur  aanatant  commiaaioiier^  he  mnj,  by  the  46th  section^       Bamkik 
qppeal,  by  bringing  an  action  and  trying  the  matter  upon     tbe  Tithe 
a  iisigned  lanie,  or  if  there  ib  no  dispute  about  the  focts,      ^^u"'^'"*' 
the  oommiaaionert  or  asaiatant  commissioner  are   em- 
powered  to  atat^  at  the  request  of  the  parties  dissatisfied^ 
a  apedal  case  for  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  law;  and  the 
clause  condudes  with  a  proviso,  that  after  such  verdict 
given  and  not  set  ande  by  the  Court,  or  after  such  ded- 
aon  of  the  Court,  the  said  commisdoners  or  aasigtant 
eommisdoner  shall  be  bound  by  such  verdict  or  dedsion ; 
and  the  costs  of  eveiy  such  action,  or  of  stating  such  case 
and  obtaining  a  deddon  thereon,  shall  be  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Court  in  or  by  which  the  same  shall  be 
deddedj  &e. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  46th  section  respecting  an 
award  to  be  made  by  the  asdstant  commissioner,  but  if 
thevebeamatter  of  difference  he  is  to  dedde  it;  the  party 
however  is  at  liberty  to  attack  his  deddon  before  any  of 
the  courts  of  law  in  Westminster  Hall.  It  is  not  like  the 
case  of  an  arbitrator,  who  is  finally  to  award  upon  every 
matter  in  difference  between  the  parties. 

The  60th  section  provides,  that  as  soon  as  all  such  suits 
and  diflTerences  shall  have  been  dedded,  or,  if  none,  then 
as  soon  as  the  commisdoners  or  assistant  comnusdoner 
shall  have  ascertained  the  total  value  of  all  the  tithes  of 
the  pariah,  the  commisdoners  or  assistant  eommisdoner 
shall  frame  the  draft  of  an  award,  dedaring  that  the  sum 
aaoertaiiied  shall  be  the  amount  of  the  rent-charge  to  be 
paid  in  respect  of  the  tithes  of  the  parish.  And  the  61st 
enacts,  that  as  soon  as  the  sdd  draft  shall  have  been  made 
by  the  commisdoners  or  assistant  eommisdoner,  they  or 
he  shall  deposit  a  copy  of  the  same,  and  of  any  spedal 
report  thereunto  annexed,  at  some  convenient  place  within 
tbe  pariah,  tar  the  inspection  of  all  persons  interested  in 
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Eteh.  of  Phot,  the  lands  or  tithes,  and  shall  forthwith  giye  notice  where 
'  ^  the  said  copy  may  bei  inspected;  and  shall  also  in  such 
Barkek  notice  appoint  some  convenient  place  and  time  for  holding 
The  Tithe  a  meeting  to  hear  objections  to  such  intended  award  by 
^^ERi!'^^'  any  person  interested  therein;  and  the  said  commisnionera 
&c.  at  such  meeting  shall  hear  and  determine  any  objec- 
tion which  may  be  then  and  there  made  to  the  said  in- 
tended award,  or  adjourn  the  further  hearing  thereof,  if 
they  or  he  shall  think  proper,  to  a  future  meeting;  and 
may,  if  they  or  he  shall  see  occasion^  direct  any  further 
valuation  of  the  lands  or  tithes :  and  -then  it  provides, 
that  when  the  commissioners  or  assistant  commissioner 
shall  have  heard  and  determined  all  such  objections,  they 
shall  amend  the  draft  of  such  award  accordingly,  if  they 
shall  see  occasion.  Then  the  52nd  section  enacts,  that  as 
soon  as  the  commissioners  or  assistant  commissioner  shall 
have  made  such  amendments  in  the  draft  of  the  award, 
they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  fetirly  written,  and  shall 
sign  and  send  it  to  the  office  of  the  commissioners,  and  the 
commissioners  shall  satisfy  themselves  that  all  the  prooeed- 
iugs  incident  to  the  making  of  such  award  have  been  duly 
performed ;  and  if  they  shall  think  the  award  ought  to  be 
confirmed,  shall  confirm  the  same  under  their  hands  and 
seal,  and  shall  add  to  the  award  the  date  of  such  confirma- 
tion, and  shall  publish  the  fiact  of  such  confirmation,  and 
the  date  thereof,  in  the  parish,  in  such  manner  as  to  them 
shall  seem  fit;  and  every  such  confirmed  award  shall  be 
binding  on  all  persons  interested  in  the  said  lands  or  tithes. 
The  decision  in  this  case,  therefore,  of  the  assistant  com- 
missioner, was  not  an  award,  but  merely  a  decision  inci- 
dental to  the  inquiry  upon  the  matter  submitted  to  him, 
viz.  whether  there  was  a  modus  of  6s.  Sd.  upon  this  fiurm ; 
and  he  has  decided  that  there  was  not.  Tlutt  was  a  dedsion 
upon  that  question,  but  nothing  else,  and  it  was  upon  that 
question  only  that  such  decision  was  binding.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  act  to  prevent  Mr.  Birch  from  setting  up 
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any  other  claim  before  the  commiaaioners.     [Lord  Abm-  Are*,  rf  Pktu, 


get,  C.  B. — If  a  bill  were  filed  for  the  tithea  iu  kind,  and 
the  partj  aet  up  a  modna  of  6#.  &/.,  and  the  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Equity  waa  againat  that  particalar  modus,  that 
would  not  be  a  bar  to  the  party  aubsequently  setting  up 
a  modus  of  &.]  The  dedaion  of  the  comnussioners  or 
aaaiatant  commissioner  is  to  be  final  and  conduaiye  upon 
the  matter  in  difference  before  them,  but  upon  that  only. 
If  any  other  difference  afterwards  arises  which  shall  hinder 
the  making  of  the  award,  the  commissioners  are  to  examine 
the  docnmenta  touching  the  claim,  and  to  appoint  a  time 
for  hearing  and  determining  it.  If  a  bonft  fide  daim  ia 
made,  and  a  real  matter  in  difference  arises,  there  is  no- 
thing in  the  act  to  prevent  their  adjudicating  upon  it  at 
any  time  before  they  make  their  final  award. 

So  alaowith  reapeot  to  the  apportionment.  Thecomnua* 
sionera  having  found  what  the  value  of  the  tithes  payable 
in  any  particular  parish  is,  it  is  then  to  be  apportioned 
upon  the  lands  of  the  parish,  but  that  apportionment  is 
not  to  take  place  until  after  the  commissioners  have  con- 
firmed the  award.  The  58rd  section  enacts,  that  as  soon 
aa  the  commissioners  shall  have  confirmed  any  such  award, 
the  comnuaaionera  or  some  assistant  commissioner  shall 
call  a  parochial  meeting  of  the  ownera  of  land,  subject  to 
tithes  in  the  said  parish,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  va- 
luers to  apportion  the  amount  so  awarded  among  the 
landa  of  the  pariah.  And  by  the  54th  section,  if  upon  the 
expiration  of  six  calendar  montha  after  the  day  of  the  date 
of  the  confirmatioh  of  any  agreement  or  award  no  valuer 
or  valuera  shall  have  been  appointed,  or  the  apportionment 
by  audi  valuers  or  valuer  shall  not  have  been  made  and 
sent  to  the  office  of  the  commissioners  aa  thereinafter 
provided,  it  shiall  be  lawfbl  for  the  commissioners  or  some 
aaaiatant  commissioner  to  apportion  the  rent-charge  pre- 
viously agreed  or  awarded  to  be  paid,  among  the  lands  of 
the  said  parish,  having  regard  to  the  average  titheable. 
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Eg€h.  qf  Pleas,  produco  uid  productive  qualitj  of  the  laid  lands^  aecord- 
'  tag  to  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  the  commissioners 
or  assistant  commissioner,  but  subject  to  the  proTisions 
thereinafter  contained,  and  so  that  the  several  lands  may 
have  the  full  benefit  in  each  case  of  every  modus,  compo* 
sition  real,  prescriptive  and  customary  payment,  and  of 
every  exemption  from  or  non-liability  to  tithes  rdating  to 
the  said  lands  respectively,  and  having  regard  to  the 
several  tithes  to  which  the  said  lands  are  severally  liable. 
So  that  the  intention  of  the  legislature  is,  that  the 
amount  of  the  rent-charge  payable  by  the  whole  parish 
shall  depend  upon  whether  the  lands  are  or  are  not  co- 
vered by  a  modus  or  composition;  and  then,  in  apportion* 
ing  the  rent-charge,  to  make  up  the  gross  amount,  among 
the  lands  of  the  several  tithe-payers,  they  are  to  pay  the 
rent-charge  so  assessed  only  in  respect  of  land  UaUe  to 
pay  tithe  in  kind. 

The  55th  section  points  out  the  form  of  the  apportion- 
ment; the  59th  provides  that,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing any  such  apportionment,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
making  any  award,  the  commissioners  and  assistant  com- 
missioner may  employ  land  surveyors  and  tithe  valuers; 
and  the  60th  provides,  that  the  draft  of  the  apportionment 
shall  be  signed  by  the  person  making  it,  and  sent  to  the 
commissioners.  Then  the  61st  enacts,  that  as  soon  as  such 
draft  shall  have  been  sent  to  the  commissioners,  they  shaU 
cause  a  copy  of  it  to  be  deposited  at  some  convenient  place 
in  the  parish  for  the  inspection  of  persons  interested  in 
the  lands  or  tithes,  and  shall  give  notice  where  the  said 
copy  mir^  be  inspected,  and  also  in  such  notice  appoint 
some  convenient  place  and  time  for  holding  a  meeting  to 
hear  objections  to  the  intended  apportionment  by  any 
person  interested  therein,  and  the  commissioners  cnr  assist- 
ant commissioner  at  such  meetings  shall  hear  and  deter- 
mine any  objections  which  may  be  made,  or  adjourn  the 
further  hearing  to  a  future  meeting,  and  may  direct  a  fur- 
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ther  Taluatioii,  &e.;  and  when  the  said  cominiMionen  or  &wA.  ^  Pkm$, 
»m0UaA  amwim^  A»a  h^ye  he»i  n^  ietmnm^  Jf^ 
an  waeh  obgectknis,  thqr  are  required  to  caaae  snoh  appor-  BArnKsm 
tkMUiieiit  to  be  amended^  if  they  shall  see  oocasknu  Then,  tbv  Tins 
bj  aeetion  68^  after  such  prooeedinga  shall  have  been  had, 
and  aU  sach  objectiona  shall  have  been  finally  disposed  of, 
the  eominimBoners  or  assistant  eommissioner  shall  canse  the 
inatminent  of  qyportionment  to  be  engrossed  on  parchment, 
and  shall  annex  the  map  or  plan  thereunto  belonging  to  the 
engrossed  instmment  of  apportiomnent,  and  shall  sign  the 
instmment  and  map,  and  shall  send  both  to  the  office  of 
the  commissioners,  and  if  the  commissioners  shaD  approve 
tihe  apportionment,  they  shall  confirm  the  instrument  of 
appoErtionment  under  their  hands  and  seal,  and  shall  add 
therennto  the  date  of  such  confirmation.  Then  the  66th 
section  enacts, — "that  no  confirmed  agreement,  award, 
or  i^portionment,  shall  be  impeached  after  the  confirma- 
tion thereof,  by  reason  of  any  mistake  or  informality 
therein,  or  in  any  proceeding  relating  thereunto/'  There- 
fore, in  the  first  place,  previous  to  the  makiug  of  the  award 
by  which  a  rent-charge  is  to  be  fixed  upon  the  parish  ge- 
nerally, the  commissioners  have  ftill  power  to  decide  upon 
any  bonft  fide  daim  brought  before  them,  and  to  inquire 
into  any  bonA  fide  diflbrence  relating  to  that  daim;  and 
they  are  to  satisfy  themselves  what  the  sum  really  is  that 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  parish  before  they  make  their  award> 
which  is  to  be  binding  upon  all  persons  whatever.  There 
are  two  clauses,  the  78rd  and  74th,  which  give  power  to 
the  commissioners  to  direct  the  costs  of  proceedings  before 
tiiem  in  relation  to  any  matter  in  difference  to  be  paid  in 
any  proportion  they  shall  think  reasonable;  so  that  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  person  would  bring  forward  a  daim 
vexatioualy  or  for  the  purpose  of  annoyance. 

Such  being  the  provisions  and  such  the  manifest  intent  of 
the  act  of  Parliament,  the  Court  will  not  interfere  by  prohi- 
bition.   The  act  having  imposed  upon  the  TiUie  Commis- 
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Bxeh.  tff  PUatt  sioners  the  duty  of  making  this  award  and  i^portionment, 
.  ^  .  they  were  proceeding  in  the  best  way  they  could  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  themselves  how  the  award  ought  justly 
to  be  made^  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  preclude 
them  firom  taking  the  steps  they  have  taken  to  satisfy 
themselves  of  the  justice  of  this  claim. 

There  is  another  point  raised  upon  the  pleadings^  with 
respect  to  the  pendency  of  the  feigned  issue,  which  was  set 
down  for  trial  at  the  Spring  Assizes,  then  ordered  to  stand 
over  to  the  Summer  Assizes,  but  was  not  then  tried,  and 
is  still  undetermined.  By  section  46,  the  parties  are  bound 
to  try  within  a  limited  time,  unless  the  Court  or  a  Judge  shall 
extend  the  time  for  going  to  trial;  and  the  learned  Judge 
having  made  an  order  that  this  issue  should  stand  over  till 
the!  Summer  Assizes,  unless  another  order  be  made  that  it 
shall  be  continued,  it  cannot  be  proceeded  with,  the  time 
having  gone  by  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  allowed  to  try  it. 
But  the  Court  may  impose  a  condition  that  the  issue  should 
not  be  any  further  proceeded  with.  That  issue,  however, 
does  not  relate  to  this  question  but  to  another,  namely, 
whether  a  modus  of  69.  Sd.  is  payable  in  lieu  of  tithes. 
The  question  here  is,  whether  a  modus  of  6i.  is  payable, 
which  is  a  different  question  from  that  which  the  assistant 
commissioner  has  decided  upon;  that  is  a  matter  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Tithe  Commissioners,  and  it  is  their 
duty  to  hear  and  investigate  that  claim  before  making 
their  final  award. 


Kelfy  appeared  in  support  of  the  demurrer  by  the  de- 
fendant Wyrley  Birch. 


T%e  Atiomeff^General,  contri. — ^The  writ  of  prohibition 
ought  to  issue.  There  are,  under  this  act  of  Parliament, 
several  matters  which  are  to  be  disposed  of  as  preliminaries, 
which  when  disposed  of  are  final.  The  question  of  modus 
or  no  modus  is  one  of  them ;  and  the  commissioners  having 
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decided  this  question,  thejr  are  as  much  bound  by  it  as  if  Exeh.  of  Pieat, 
jfch^  had  made  their  final  award.  But  even  if  they  could  ^  ^^'  . 
have  such  power  under  the  act  as  is  contended  for  on  the  Barker 
other  side,  thejr  cannot  exercise  it  pending  another  daim  the  tithe 
not  yet  disposed  of.  By  the  44th  section  of  the  act  it  is  ^''*'"J*"*'''' 
provided,  'f  that  if  it  shaD  appear  to  the  commissioners  or 
asnstant  commissioner,  that  any  question  concerning  any 
modus  or  composition  real  &c.,  relating  to  the  lands  in  qnes-* 
don  shall  have  been  decided  by  competent  authority  before 
the  making  of  the  said  award,  the  commissioners  or  assist^ 
ant  commissioner  shall  act  on  the  principle  established  by 
such  decision,  and  shall  make  their  award  as  if  such  deci- 
sion had  been  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  said  period  of 
seven  years''  mentioned  in  the  act.  Now  suppose  there 
had  been  a  suit  by  the  plaintiff  for  tithes  in  kind,  and  the 
defendant  Birch  had  set  up  a  modus  of  6f .  M.,  and  there 
had  been  an  issue  thereon,  and  subsequently  a  decree  by  a 
Court  of  Equity  that  the  rector  was  entitled  to  the  tithes  in 
kind,  and  that  that  decree  had  been  made  at  the  beginning 
of  the  seven  years  mentioned  in  the  act ;  would  not  the  com- 
missioners be  bound  to  act  upon  the  principle  of  such  de- 
daion?  [Lord  Almger,  C.  B. — ^When  the  decision  of  a 
Court  of  Equity  overrules  a  specific  modus,  it  necessarily 
involves  a  decree  for  the  party  to  account  for  the  tithes  in 
kind ;  but  it  is  not  a  final  decree  that  tithes  in  kind  are 
due ;  it  is  only  a  decree  that  prevents  that  particular  mo- 
dus being  set  up;  it  does  not  prevent  a  party  from  set- 
ting up  another  modus.]  The  commissioners  are  to  act 
upon  the  principle  established  by  the  decision  made  by  a 
court  of  competent  authority.  [Lord  Abrnger^  C.  B. — ^And 
if  the  decision  is  in  favour  of  the  modus,  they  are  bound  by 
it,  because  that  would  be  conclusive  against  the  daim  for 
tithes  in  kind;  but  if  the  derision  is,  against  the  modus> 
another  might  be  set  up.]  It  would  depend  upon  the  form 
of  tile  decree,  whether  it.  would  bind  the  right.  [He  dted 
Bacon's  Abr.,  Tit. ''  Suits  in  Equity  for  Tithes,"  vol.  8,  p.  88, 
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ExOL  ^  Fka$,  7tk  edit.}  If  a  defendant  seta  np  a  particnlar  nioda%  and 
an  issoe  is  directed,  which  is  found  against  Unii  and  a 
decree  is  made,  whether  that  binds  the  right  permanently 
or  not  in  eqnity,  it  would  bind  the  right  for  the  purpose 
of  this  clause,  which  says  ''  they  shall  act  upon  the  pria* 
eiple  of  that  dediion.'^  [Lord  AbU^er,  C.  B.— That  is^ 
that  they  shall  act  as  if  there  were  no  such  modus  as  Ae 
•particular  modus  decided  against.  It  does  not  say  that  an* 
other  modus  might  not  be  established.]  The  object  was  to 
put  an  end  to  litigation  upon  these  subjects.  Thenthe4f5th 
section  piovides,  that  if  any  suit  shall  be  pending  toudi^ 
ing  the  right  to  any  tithes,  or  if  there  be  any  question  as 
to  the  existence  of  any  modus  &c.,  or  if  any  difference 
shall  arise  whereby  the  making  of  any  award  shall  be  hin- 
dered, it  shall  be  lawfiil  for  the  commissionen  or  assistant 
commissioner  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  for  hearing  and 
determining  the  same,  and  the  decision  of  tiie  commission- 
ers  or  assistant  commissiaBer  shall  be  final  and  condurire, 
^subject  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained.^'  It  is 
manifest  that  those  provisions  are,  an  appeal  to  a  jury  by 
an  issue  or  an  appeal  to  the  Court  by  a  case,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  following  section.  The  first  iB  the  appeal 
by  an  issue  at  law.  Now,  it  is  said  that  this  issue  has  been 
dropped;  but  that  is  not  so,  for  although  the  parties  are 
bound  to  proceed  within  a  certain  time,  yet  if  the  Judge 
finds  it  impossible  to  try  it,  he  may  postpone  it  to  some  fn-* 
ture  time.  The  other  branchof  the  appeal  is  talcing  the  opin- 
ion of  a  court  of  law  upon  a  case ;  and  there  is  a  provision 
that  the  proceedings  are  not  to  abate  by  the  death  of  the 
parties,  but  may  still  be  carried  on .  On  the  constnietioii  of 
the  60th  &  5l8t  sections,  it  is  insisted  on  the  otiier  side,  that 
up  to  the  time  that  the  award  is  made,  and  eertaioly  on  the 
occasions  where  the  oommissionera  meet  to  hear  objections, 
aparty  having  previously  set  up  one  modus  might  still  eome 
forward  and  set  up  a  different  one :  but  that  is  not  so.  That 
is  an  objection  which  the  legislature  did  not  intend  should 
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be  then  ndaed.  Itisdearttpontlieoonitraotioiicftiioae 
tections,  that  it  woold  not  be  competent  to  a  psrtf  then  fiir 
4iefinttmie  to  claim  an  eiemptuHifioiii  tithes*  Heemnot 
then  dBspafte  the  bene  and  the  principle  of  the  award;  all 
he  can  tliea  bring  nnder  the  review  of  the  commiarionen 
aie  the  delaili  or  matten  of  arrangement  as  to  ralne*  He 
eeald  not  then  for  the  ftnt  time  otgect  to  the  award  be- 
afaiee  the  former  meetings  nnder  the  act,  he  had 
that  he  could  set  up  a  modus  with  erery  pro- 
spect of  success.  The  commissioners,  under  the  61st  sec- 
tiony  have  power  to  make  a  fresh  valuation  if  they  tiiink 
lit;  but  they  have  no  power  under  that  section  to  grant  an 
issae  or  to  direct  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  All 
those  powers  are  gone.  K  a  person  has  not  setup  a  modus 
before,  it  is  then  too  late.  If  a  party  had  a  doubtfol  case, 
he  dumld  set  it  up  in  the  alternative,  and  not  set  up  first 
one  modus,  without  suggesting  that  there  was  any  o Aer. 
Hie  {Hraceedings  mentioned  in  the  50th  &  61st  sections  are 
not  to  take  place  ''until  all  such  suits  and  diiferenees  shall 
have  been  decided.^  As  soon  as  all  those  suits  and  differ- 
ences shall  have  been  decided,  the  comnussioners  are  to 
make  the  draft  of  the  award,  and  then  to  hear  the  objections. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  tiie  objections  which  they  are  then 
to  hear  are  objections  which  do  not  relate  to  those  suits  or 
differences.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^In  this  case  they  have 
not  made  any  draft  of  an  award.]  Although  they  have  not 
made  the  draft  of  an  award,  the  parties  were  before  the  com* 
misrioners  for  the  purpose  of  stating  what  w^re  the  differ- 
eBce%  and  what  were  the  questions  to  be  decided.  Any 
questions  w  differences  which  are  not  then  stated,  are  not 
impefiments  to  the  making  of  the  award,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  act,  and  it  ib  too  late  afterwards  to  set  them  up. 
The  46th  section,  when  it  says  that  '<  it  $haU  be  bmffid  for 
the  commissioners  to  hear  and  determine  the  same^''  is 
imperative,  those  words  being  applied  to  the  discharge  of 
a  public  duty ;  and  if  the  Court  decide  that  they  mag  enter- 


184L 


V 
BAmKSR 

». 
Tbb  Titrs 
CoimiMiow* 


144 


CASES   IN   THE   BXCHEQUEE, 


The  Tithe 
commisiion- 

BRS. 


Exek.  o/  p/Mff,  tain  another  claim  afterwards  set  up,  they  will  be  compella- 
^  ^  .  ble  by  mandamus  to  do  so;  the  result  of  which  might  be. 
Barker  that  thejr  might  go  on  ad  infinitum.  If  the  commissioners 
have  the  right  to  hear,  the  parties  have  a  right  to  be  heard; 
and  if  the  commissioners  had  refused  to  hear  Mr.  Birch, 
he  might  haye  applied  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to 
compel  them.  But  that  cannot  be  the  intention  of  the 
act;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  in  the  option 
of  the  commissioners  whether  a  second  claim  such  as  this 
shall  be  set  up  or  not.  [Royis,  B. — ^The  party  can  have 
no  interest  in  multiplying  suits  and  trying  questions, 
when  he  will  haye  to  pay  the  costs.]  Many  instances 
have  occurred  where  that  has  been  done,  when  a  party 
may  have  taken  a  strong  yiew  of  the  merits  of  his  own  case. 
There  could  be  no  hardship  in  calling  upon  a  person  who 
disputes  the  title  to  tithes,  to  say  in  the  first  instance  on 
what  ground  he  makes  his  claim.  [Lord  Abioffer,  C.  B. — 
It  has  yeiy  often  happened  that  persons  claiming  exempt- 
ion from  the  payment  of  tithes  in  kind,  have  found  great 
difficulty  in  so  shaping  the  pleadings  as  to  accommodate 
them  to  the  proof,  and  nothing  is  more  common  than  for 
such  matters  to  go  through  one  or  more  ordeals  of  litiga* 
tion  before  the  real  and  precise  modus  is  pleaded.  The 
act  of  Parliament  has  substituted  a  new  tribunal  for  set- 
tling these  questions,  and  has  giyen  to  that  tribunal,  with 
some  modification,  the  same  powers  as  the  Courts  had 
before.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed,  unless  there  are  strong 
words  to  induce  us  to  come  to  that  conclusion,  that  the 
act  meant  to  preclude  a  party  from  litigating  a  bon&  fide 
daim  by  a  bar  of  this  sort.  If  the  act  had  intended  to 
confine  the  party  to  the  claim  stated  in  the  first  instance, 
I  should  have  expected  to  find  words  expressive  of  that  in- 
tention,— as ''  that  if  a  party  shall  make  a  claim  for  a  modus 
in  a  particular  way,  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  make  it  in 
any  other."]  The  words  used  in  the  commencement  of 
the  46th  section,  "  if  any  suit  shall  be  pending  touching 
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the  right  to  any  tithes/'  mean  any  suit  pending  at  the  Etek.  of  PUat. 


1841. 


time  the  commissioners  enter  npon  the  investigation,  and 

if  any  snit  were  brought  afterwards,  it  clearly  would  not       Barur 

be  within  the  clause,  because  the  suit  must  be  pending  in     thi  Tiths 

order  that  the  commissioners  may  deal  with  it.    It  ex-  ^^••^J^^J*'®"* 

cludea  future  suits  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  been  in 

terms  excluded.    The  same  meaning  is  applicable  to  the 

words  which  follow — ''if  there  shall  be  any  question  as  to 

the  existence  of  any  modus.''   There  was  no  question  as  to 

the  existence  of  a  6a,  modus,  and  the  commissioners  are  as 

incompetent  to  entertain  that  question  as  to  entertain  the 

subject  of  a  new  suit :  both  rest  on  the  same  foundation. 

If  the  case  was  doubtful  as  to  what  the  exact  modus  was, 

which  the  parties  must  know,  they  might  have  brought 

any  number  of  moduses  before  the  commissioner,  so  as  to 

have  his  decision  upon  the  question,  subject  to  their  right 

to  try  by  an  issue  at  law  all  the  questions  that  might  be 

necessary :  but  when  the  party  has  finished  his  claim,  and 

has  stated  all  the  questions  which  he  alleges  to  exist,  and 

has  obtained  the  insue,  he  cannot  afterwards  apply  to  the 

commissioners  to  entertain  another  question,  in  order  that 

another  issue  may  be  directed. 

But  in  tins  case  there  is  a  suit  now  pending,  in  which 
the  party  claims  a  modus  of  6s.  Sd.;  and  before  that  suit 
is  terminated,  even  assuming  that,  under  other  circum- 
stances, he  might  set  up  another  claim,  he  cannot  now  do 
so.  That  question  must  be  disposed  of  first.  It  is  said  that 
other  suit  is  terminated,  but  there  is  nothing  on  this  re- 
cord to  shew  that  it  is,  and  the  Court  cannot  know  any- 
thing on  tins  demurrer  except  firom  the  statement  on  the 
record.  The  Court  would  not  allow  two  issues  to  be  going 
on  simultaneously  to  try  two  different  questions  of  modus, 
both  of  which  cannot  be  right.  Two  counts  on  different 
daims  of  modus  might  be  put  upon  the  same  record,  be- 
cause the  jury  could  not  find  both.    But  in  this  case,  until 
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Eieh.  of  Pteat,  one  issue  is  terminated  or  abandoned^  the  parties  cannot 
go  on  with  another.  If  anything  has  occurred  to  make  it 
desirable  to  alter  the  issue^  an  application  should  be  made 
to  the  Court  for  that  purpose. 


Barker 

V. 

The  Tithi 
commibbion* 

BRB. 


The  SoUciior'General,  in  reply,  was  directed  to  confine 
himself  to  the  question,  whether  the  commissioners  could 
entertain  a  new  claim  before  the  other  was  disposed  of. 
[Parke,  B. — There  is  nothing  in  the  act  which  says  that 
the  commissioners  shall  have  a  discretion, — they  must 
either  receiye  one  claim  and  dispose  of  it,  or  every  daim 
that  is  made.]  There  is  a  power  in  that  as  in  other  courts, 
to  say  when  they  will  investigate  the  matter.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  act  to  prevent  the  commissioners  firom  say* 
ing  that  they  will  not  adjudicate  upon  a  second  daim  before 
the  first  is  determined.  They  have  a  certain  discretion 
over  the  proceedings, — they  are  by  the  act  to  appoint  a 
time  to  hear  and  determine  any  question  in  difference, — and 
they  may  so  direct  their  proceedings  that  one  claim  shall 
not  clash  with  another.  It  is  said  that  inconvenience  may 
arise  from  having  a  number  of  different  issues  to  try  the 
different  moduses;  but  that  is  not  likely  to  occur,  and  even 
if  it  should,  that  cannot  deprive  the  Court  of  jurisdiction. 
The  pendency  of  a  suit  cannot  take  away  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court;  for  suppose  a  claim  is  made,  and  the  com- 
missioners decide  against  it,  then  another  claim  for  a  dif- 
ferent modus  is  made,  which  the  commissioners  are  bound 
to  receive,  and  after  that  the  party  appeals  against  the  first 
dedsion;  that  could  not  deprive  the  Court  of  jurisdiction 
until  after  the  appeal  had  been  dedded.  The  Court  cannot 
be  ousted  temporarily  of  its  jurisdiction.  If  it  could,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  the  Superior  Courts  might  issue 
a  prohibition  to  deprive  the  Court  below  of  its  jurisdiction 
whilst  the  appeal  was  being  dedded,  and  the  day  after  it  was 
terminated,  that  Court  might  go  on  as  it  did  before.    That 
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shews  that  there  cannot  be  a  temporary  want  of  jurisdic-  JB*^  rf  pum, 
tion  arising  from  the  appeal.    Bat  in  this  case  the  other    ^   ^      ^ 
suit  is  at  an  end  by  effluxion  of  time;  the  suit  terminates      Babkbb 
at  the  end  of  the  second  Assizes,  if  it  is  not  continued  by  a    thb  tithb 
judge's  order.    [Royis,  B. — Must  we  not  proceed  as  if  this 
case  were  argued  on  the  27th  of  May  last,  when  the  declara- 
tion was  filed  ?]    Not  in  a  case  of  prohibition.    The  Court 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  inferior  Court  is  exceeding  its  ju- 
risdiction.   It  does  not  follow,  that  because  the  suit  was 
priding  when  the  declaration  was  filed,  it  is  pending  now. 
The  inference  is  that  it  is  not ;  because  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act  it  could  not  be  kept  aliye  except  by  the  autho* 
rity  of  ajudge. 

Lord  Abinobb,  C.  B. — If  this  question  were  to  be  con- 
sidered on  the  mere  ordinary  principles  of  justice  and 
equity,  nobody,  I  apprehend,  could  doubt  that  a  man  who 
made  one  claim  which  tunied  out  to  be  imperfect,  ought 
not  to  be  precluded  from  making  another  of  a  di£ferent  sort, 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  might  have  done  before  the  act. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  man  might  formerly  have  set  up,  iu 
opposition  to  a  daim  of  tithe  in  kind,  a  modus,  and  if  that 
were  decreed  against  him,  he  might  set  up  in  another  suit 
another  modus.  From  my  own  experience,  I  know  there  is 
often  yery  great  difficulty,  and  much  nicety  is  required  in 
stating  a  modus  correctly.  I  have  known  instances  where 
there  has  been  litigation  for  above  a  hundred  years  upon 
the  subject  of  a  modus  in  a  particular  parish,  which  the 
party  has  not  been  able  to  set  out  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  the  evid^ice  precisely  support  it,  until  very  consider- 
able litigation  has  taken  place,  and  investigations  and  de- 
cisions in  courts  of  justice  have  been  repeatedly  had.  The 
legislature  intended  to  put  an  end  to  all  controversy  about 
tithes,  by  providing  a  summary  and  conclusive  jurisdiction, 
and  to  give  to  that  jurisdiction  the  same  powers  to  decide 
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The  Tithe 
Commission- 

BR8. 


BxeiL  of  Pleat,  litigated  questions  which  courts  of  law  had  before.  WotQd 
not  one  suppose  that  they  would  make  some  provision  that 
a  party  should  not  be  barred  by  the  mere  form  of  a  claim 
in  the  first  instance,  when  he  had  a  substantial  claim  be- 
hind? Would  it  not  be  reasonable  that  the  commissioners 
should  have  power  to  adjudicate  upon  a  bon&  fide  claims  if 
the  party  had  one  ?  If  so,  we  ought  to  construe  the  act  of 
Parliament  in  the  way  we  should  suppose  it  was  intended 
to  operate,  if  the  words  will  allow  it ;  if  the  words  bind  us 
to  do  an  act  of  injustice,  we  are  bound  by  those  words ;  but 
we  must  be  fully  satisfied  there  are  such  words,  before  we 
put  such  a  severe  construction  upon  the  act. 

Now  what  are  the  words  of  the  clause  in  question? — 
''  That  if  any  suit  shall  be  pending  touching  the  right  to 
any  tithes,  or  if  there  shall  be  any  question  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  any  modus  or  composition  real,  or  prescriptiye  or 
customary  payment,  or  any  claim  of  exemption  from,  or 
non-liability,  under  any  circumstances,  to  the  payment  of 
any  tithes  in  respect  of  any  lands  or  any  kind  of  produce, 
or  touching  the  situation  or  boundary  of  any  lands,  or  if 
any  difference  shall  arise  whereby  the  making  of  any  such 
award  by  the  commissioners  or  assistant  commissioners 
shall  be  hindered,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners 
or  assistant  commissioner  to  appoint  a  time  and  place  in 
or  near  the  parish,  for  hearing  and  determining  the  same/^ 
Now  suppose  that  a  suit  was,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  act  of  Parliament,  depending,  in  which  a  particular 
modus  was  put  in  issue,  but  was  not  decided ;  the  conmus- 
sioners  would,  by  this  clause,  have  precisely  the  same  power 
to  determine  that  suit,  as  the  Court  would  in  which  the  suit 
was  instituted.  Then  if  they  take  the  determination  upon 
themselves,  and  decide  against  the  modus,  would  it  not  be 
most  unjust  to  say  that  the  party,  notwithstanding  that 
determination,  should  not  have  the  same  power  before  them 
as  he  would  have  before  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  to  set  up  another  modus?    And  where  is 
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the  difference  between  the  two  cases?    In  the  case  before  &«*-  0/  p/mv, 
us^  we  may  say  the  suit  is  brought  before  the  commission-  '   ^ 

fsrs,  and  that  they  have  determined  it;  and  we  look  no  fur-  Barker 
ther  than  that.  The  same  party  says,  I  now  claim  another  thr  Tithb 
modus: — ^may  that  not  come  under  these  words — "  If  any  c<>**^^»^*^''- 
difference  shall  arise  whereby  the  making  of  any  such 
award  by  the  commissioners^  or  assistant  commissioners, 
shall  be  hindered,  it  shall  be  lawful,  &c/'  ?  That  means, 
if  any  difference  shall  arise  before  they  have  made  their 
award,  which,  in  their  judgment,  hinders  their  making  a 
satisfactory  and  just  award.  The  act  of  Parliament  has 
not  defined  the  difference;  but  it  must  be  such  a  differ- 
ence as  in  their  judgment,  as  reasonable  men,  would 
hinder  them  firom  making  a  just  award.  Then  if,  at  any 
time  before  they  can  make  a  proper  award,  a  difference 
has  arisen  which  induces  them  to  think  they  cannot  make 
a  satisfactory  award  without  adjusting  it,  they  are  bound 
to  appoint  a  time  to  hear  it.  It  appears  to  me  that  there 
is  no  limitation  in  point  of  time,  except  the  limitation  of 
that  period  which,  though  not  defined  by  time,  is  defined 
by  circumstances; — ^when  they  have  adjusted  all  differences, 
and  when  they  have  actually  made  their  award  in  writing. 
Even  then,  it  is  stiU  not  binding  and  final  in  certain  cases 
which  are  proyided  for,  and  as  to  which  they  have  still  a 
power  of  hearing  and  determining,  before  the  award  is  made 
upon  parchment,  and  deposited  in  the  proper  custody.  But 
during  the  time  the  award  is  making,  if  any  difference  oc- 
curs which  induces  them  to  think  they  cannot  satisfactorily 
adjust  it  without  hearing  it,  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
have  the  power  of  doing  so,  and  ought  to  do  so«  Now  here 
is  a  question  between  the  rector  and  an  owner  of  land  as  to 
a  modus.  The  latter  has  claimed  one  modus — ^that  has  been 
decided  against  him.  He  now  claims  another,  before  the 
commissioners  have  made  their  award,  and  they  apprehend 
that  they  cannot  make  a  satisfactory  award  without  deter- 
mining the  second  claim.  That  is  what  they  propose  to  do. 
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Exeh.  pf  PUat,  and  I  tliink  they  have  juriadiction  to  do  it;  and  unless  we 
find  in  the  act  of  Parliament  some  precise  words  to  pre- 
clude their  exercising  that  jurisdiction,  we  ought  to  ou- 
tre tithb     deavour  to  find  words  to  give  it  to  them,  in  order  to  do 

^^"'bii"*^''"  j^^ice  to  the  parties.  For  these  reasons,  it  appears  to  me 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  this  prohibition. 

Parke,  B. — ^When  this  matter  was  before  the  Court  in 
the  first  instance,  upon  the  application  for  the  rule  for  a 
prohibition,  and  afterwards  on  shewing  cause  (a),  I  cer- 
tainly entertained  doubts  whether  the  commissioners  had 
any  jurisdiction  to  entertain  a  second  application  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  a  second  question  of  modus  for  the 
same  land;  and  I  believe  those  doubts  were  felt,  and 
perhaps  still  more  strongly,  by  other  members  of  the 
Court;  which  made  it  proper  and  desirable  that  the  case 
should  be  brought  forward  in  a  shape  in  which  it  might  be 
taken  before  a  Court  of  Error. 

After  the  ai^;ument  that  has  now  taken  place,  I  am  sa- 
tisfied that  those  doubts  ought  not  to  have  been  enter- 
tained. I  think,  upon  the  true  construction  of  this  clause 
of  the  act  of  Parliament,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
commissioners  from  entertaining  a  new  claim  of  modus 
until  they  have  made  their  final  award,  when,  by  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  not  till  then^ 
their  jurisdiction  ceases.  They  are  bound  to  inquire  what 
is  the  proper  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  entire  parish  by  way 
of  commutation,  and  by  the  66th  section,  that  award, 
even  though  there  should  be  any  mistake  or  informality  in 
it,  is  still  made  binding;  but,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  there  is  nothing  else  which  necessarily 
makes  the  act  of  the  commissioners  final  and  binding  for 
all  purposes. 

The  question  turns  upon  the  interpretation  of  the  4i5th 

(«)  In  Hilary  Term,  1841. 
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section ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  according  to  the  ordinary  Exeh.  of  PUas, 


grammatical  construction  of  that  section,  it  has  not  the  ef- 
fect of  concluding  the  question  whether  any  modus  existed 
upon  these  lands,  but  only  of  concluding  the  question  as  to 
each  partiaUar  modus.  The  words  of  the  section  are — **  If 
any  suit  shall  be  }>ending  touching  the  right  to  any  tithes, 
or  if  there  shall  be  any  question  as  to  the  existence  of  any 
modus  or  composition  real,  or  prescriptiye  or  customary 
payment,  or  any  claim  of  exemption  from,  or  non-liability 
under  any  circumstances  to,  the  payment  of  any  tithes  in 
respect  of  any  lands,  or  any  kind  of  produce,  or  touching 
the  situation  or  boundary  of  any  lands,  or  if  any  difference 
shall  arise  whereby  the  making  of  any  such  award  by  the 
commissioners  or  assistant  commissioner  shall  be  hinder- 
ed :" — ^That  I  interpret  to  mean,  if  any  question  shall  arise 
before  the  making  of  the  final  award  (which  I  think  is  to 
be  condusiTe),  then  the  commissioners  are  to  put  that  ques- 
tion in  a  course  of  inquiry,  and  it  is  to  be  decided  by  the 
commissioners  or  the  assistant  commissioner,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  commissioners  is  to  be  ''  final  and  conclusiye 
on  all  persons,  subject  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained/' but  it  is  to  be  final  and  conclusive  only  as  to  the 
question  so  submitted  to  the  assistant  commissioner.  Now 
according  to  the  ordinary  meaning  of  these  words,  if  it 
should  happen  that  any  question  as  to  modus,  or  any  ques- 
tion as  to  boundaries,  should  arise  before  the  making  of 
the  award,  the  commissioner  shall  have  power  to  determine 
it :  and  according  to  the  ordinary  construction  of  the  words 
so  we  ought  to  decide,  unless  it  lead  to  some  manifest  re- 
pugnance to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  or  some  in- 
congruity to  be  collected  firom  other  sections  of  the  act. 
But  this  view  of  the  case  is  certainly  consistent  with  strict 
justice  on  the  one  hand;  and  on  the  other,  the  only  con- 
sequence is,  that  there  might  be  some  possible  though  not 
probable,  inconvenience  in  a  person  bringing  forward  first 
one  description  of  modus  and  then  another;  that,  however^ 


1841. 


152  CASES  IN   THE   EXCHEQUEE, 

EjLch.  0/  PUas,  is  not  likeljT  to  happen^  because  if  it  does,  there  is  a  power 
^    ^     .    in  the  commisisioners  to  mulct  the  party  bringing  forward 
B  AKKBE      such  claims  in  the  payment  of  costs ;  but  on  the  other  hand. 
The  Tithe    if  the  modus  be  shut  out  for  ever,  the  greatest  possible  in- 
^^'^'brs!"'''  justice  would  be  committed.    We  have,  therefore,  the  jus- 
tice  of  the  case  clearly  in  fiEtvour  of  the  ordinary  construc- 
tion of  the  4i6th  section. 

Now  if  the  intention  of  the  legislature  had  been  that 
all  claims  should  be  brought  forward,  and  all  disputes  with 
respect  to  the  liability  of  lands  to  any  modus,  or  any  ex- 
emption from  tithe,  should  be  finally  disposed  of  once  for 
all  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  no  other  claim  for  a  mo- 
dus should  afterwards  be  made,  all  I  can  say  is,  they 
ought  so  to  have  said.  If  they  had,  we  should  have  been 
bound  to  yield  to  that  enactment,  although  it  might  have 
worked  hardships,  and  placed  the  parties  in  difficulties. 
But  the  legislature  has  used  no  language  of  that  sort,  but  it 
has  said,  in  language  consistent  with  the  ordinary  construc- 
tion of  words,  that  there  shall  be  a  power  firom  time  to  time 
of  bringing  forward  claims  of  exemption,  and  that  each  claim 
shall  be  disposed  of,  till  such  time  as  the  final  award  is 
made  by  the  commissioners.  That  being  the  meaning  of 
the  45th  section,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  anything  in 
the  context  to  contract  that  meaning;  no  doubt  it  is  liable 
to  some  inconvenience,  but  it  is  much  more  speculative 
than  probable,  because  it  is  not  very  probable  that  a  per- 
son would  bring  forward  a  modus  which  he  was  not  likely 
to  be  able  to  support,  when  he  would  have  to  pay  the  costs 
occasioned  by  it,  if  unsuccessful. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  that  the  com- 
missioners have  jurisdiction  to  entertain  a  separate  claim, 
fiDr  a  distinct  modus  from  the  claim  which  has  been  decided 
upon  before.  They  have  no  discretion  upon  the  subject ; 
they  are  bound  to  admit  the  claim  ;  but  they  have  a  dis- 
cretion in  fixing  a  time  and  place,  and  they  would  not  ad- 
judicate on  a  second  claim  of  modus  till  the  first  was  dis- 


COMMIBStOM- 
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posed  of.    They  would  fix  a  time  when  the  original  daim  Eseh.o/Pieas, 
was  entirety  disposed  of,  or  impose  a  condition  upon  the  par-    ^  '  ^ 

ties,  that  they  should  abandon  their  claim  to  the  modus  of       Barkbr 
6#.  Sd.    But  the  existence  of  that  claim  does  not  appear  to     thb  tithe 
me  to  be  any  bar  to  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  en- 
tertain the  present  claim :  therefore  it  seems  to  me,  upon  the 
whole^  that  the  ddendants  are  entitled  to  our  judgment. 

GusNZT,  B. — ^When  this  case  was  before  the  Court  upon 
the  former  occasion,  I  was  strongly  inclined  to  think  that, 
under  the  45th  section  of  the  act,  the  party  was  concluded 
by  the  award  of  the  assistant  commissioner,  but  upon  hear- 
ing the  argument  of  to-day,  I  am  satisfied  that  that  is 
not  the  correct  construction  of  the  act,  aiid  I  agree  with 
my  Lord  and  Brother  Parke  that  the  commissioners  are 
bound  to  receive  this  claim,  and  therefore  that  the  judg- 
ment must  be  for  the  defendants. 

BoLFX,  B. — ^I  am  entirely  of  the  same  opinion.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  act  is  to  provide  a  rent'Charge,  to  be  paid  for  all 
time  hereafter  as  a  substitute  for  the  tithe;  and  as  a  preli- 
minary to  doing  that,  I  quite  concur  with  the  observations 
of-the  Attomey-General,  in  the  opening  of  his  argument, 
that  the  object  of  the  act  was  in  the  first  place  to  ascertain 
oonclusively  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  all  moduses 
and  exemptions  as  speedily  as  possible,  consistently  with 
giTing  to  the  paities  the  opportunity  of  trying  whether 
such  exemptions  did  or  did  not  exist.  But  surely,  when 
the  legislature  is  concluding  parties  for  ever,  it  must  be 
very  strong  language  that  could  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
they  meant  to  give  less  time  and  less  facilities  to  the  par- 
ties to  raise  those  questions  than  they  had  before  by  the 
common  law,  when  they  were  only  to  be  concluded  pro  hAc 
vice  in  each  particular  suit.  Now  it  is  well  known  that  if 
a  rector  claimed  tithes,  and  the  defendant,  the  land-owner, 
set  up  a  modus,  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  set  it  up  in- 
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Exch.  of  Pieat,  coiTectly,  it  was  the  good  fortune  of  the  tithe-owner  that  he 
k_\L^  got  his  tithes  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  when  it  was 
Barker  quite  consistent  with  the  fact  that  there  might  have  been 
The  Tithe  a  valid  modus  existing,  the  nature  of  which  was  disclosed 
CojLMissioN •  ^y  ^^^  proceedings ;  and  when  the  rector  claimed  the  tithes 
again,  the  land-owner  set  up  the  proper  modus.  Unless 
we  see  language  of  the  very  strongest  nature  in  this  act  to 
force  us  to  the  determination  that  the  rights  of  parties 
are  more  restricted  by  it,  we  ought  not  so  to  decide.  But 
so  far  from  finding  any  such  language,  it  appears  to  me 
that,  construing  the  45th  section  according  to  its  plain 
natural  import,  there  is  no  doubt  upon  the  subject;  for  it 
says — '^  if  there  shall  be  any  question  as  to  the  existence  of 
any  modus  or  composition  real,  or  prescriptive  or  customary 
payment,"  and  so  on,  ^'  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commis- 
sioners to  hear,''  and  so  on;  which  certainly  I  take  to  mean 
that  the  commissioners  shall  do  it.  Then  is  there  not  a 
question  in  this  case?  No  doubt  there  is;  a  claim  has 
been  delivered  in  of  a  modus  of  6s.;  therefore  the  question 
exists,  and  why  are  we  to  suppose  that  the  legislature 
meant,  that  because  originally  the  parties  had  not  stated 
the  question  correctly,  but  had  stated  another  question, 
this  claim  is  not  to  be  adjudicated  upon?  I  never  can  ima- 
gine that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  legislature.  It  cer- 
tainly seems  to  me,  the  language  being  such  as  to  give  the 
commissioners  jurisdiction,  and  the  injustice  of  a  contrary 
construction  being  so  very  glaring,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  they  have  this  power,  and  consequently  that  the 
plaintiff  must  fail,  and  the  writ  of  prohibition  cannot  issue. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 
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JEmA.  ^  Pleat, 
1842. 

HiNCHLiFFB  V.  Abmitstbad,  Clcrk  (a). 

JLIEBT  for  work  aad  labour  and  materials^  and  on  an  Expenwtin- 
account  stated.    Plea,  nunquam  indebitatus.    At  the  trial  empioyiMDt  of 
before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  last  assizes  for  Che-  tht^^^j^^l^J^ 
shire,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  by  the  of  a  parish,  to 

conduct  to  6 

plaintiff,  an  attorney  at  Nantwich  in  that  county,  to  reco-  proceedings  to- 

yer  from  the  defendant,  who  was  the  most  considerable  muteUon^f'the 

landowner  within  the  township  of  Moston,  in  the  parish  ^^jj^^^^^^^^? 

of  Warmingham,  in  the  same  county,  a  certain  proportion  of  the  atat  6  &  7 

the  plaintiff's  bill  for  business  done  by  him  as  solicitor  to  the  are  not' «  ex.' 

landowners,  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  towards  effect-  JfJ^J  to^mak"' 

ing  a  commutation  of  the  tithes  of  the  above  township,  ^  ****  *Pf®'- 

under  the  stat.  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  71.     It  appeared  that  the  within  the  75th 

plaintiff  was,  in  the  first  instance,  employed  by  the  Bev.  act:  and  the 

Oeoi^  Clayton,  the  rector  of  Warmingham  and  owner  of  Jhereforereoo- 

the  tithes,  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  carrying  into  ^!'uJ*.f.T"°* 

effect  an  agreement  for  the  commutation.     The  plaintiff  such  services, 

accordingly,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Clayton,  called  a  parochial  J^ns't  the" 

meeting  of  the  landowners,  pursuant  to  the  17th  section  J^^^J^^"  ^^ 

of  the  act,  which  was  held  on  the  IBth  of  December,  1837.  ties  to  employ- 
ing him. 
At  that  meeting  (at  which  the  defendant  was  not  present) 

it  was  proposed  by  one  of  the  landowners  present,  and 
unanimously  resolved,  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  ap- 
pointed their  secretary  and  legal  adviser.  The  plaintiff 
accordingly  took  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing, which,  in  consequence  of  the  interest  of  the  parties 
present  in  the  lands  of  the  township  being  less  than  two- 
thirds,  was  adjourned  to  the  10th  of  January,  1838,  and 
again^  from  the  same  cause,  to  the  20th  of  February.  On 
the  latter  day,  before  the  holding  of  the  meeting,  the 
plaintiff  and  Mr.  Clayton  called  on  the  defendant  at  his 

(a)  This  case  was  decided  in  Hila-      terted  here  as  having  relation  to  the 
ry  Ttrm  1842,  (Jan.  18),  but  is  in-      same  subject  as  the  preceding  case. 
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Exeh.  rf  Pkai,  residence^  and  he  gave  Mr.  Clayton  a  power  of  attorney, 
•  ^  which  the  plaintiff  prepared  (in  the  form  subjoined  to 
HiNCHLiFFB  the  16th  section  of  the  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  71),  to  act  for 
Abmitstead.  him  at  the  meeting.  At  this  meeting,  an  agreement  for 
the  commutation  of  the  tithes  of  the  township  of  Moston 
was  concluded  with  Mr.  Clayton,  which  was  subsequently 
executed  by  a  sufficient  number  of  the  landowners,  as  re* 
quired  by  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Tithe  Commissioners.  On  the  18th  of  March,  another 
meeting,  by  adjournment  from  that  of  the  20th  of  Febru- 
ary, was  held,  at  which  the  defendant  was  present  and 
acted  as  chairman;  and  the  agreement  confirmed  by  the 
conmiissioners  was  laid  before  the  meeting  by  the  plain- 
tiff, who  again  acted  as  secretary,  and  took  the  minutes 
of  the  proceedings,  which  were  signed  by  the  defendant 
as  chairman.  The  plaintiff,  on  that  occasion,  was  also 
consulted  by  the  defendant,  and  gave  his  advice,  upon  a 
question  which  was  under  discussion  as  to  the  mode  of 
apportioning  the  rent-charge  on  some  osier  beds  within 
the  township.  At  this  meeting  a  valuer  was  appointed 
under  the  32nd  section  of  the  act.  Several  subsequent 
meetings  took  place,  by  adjournment  and  notice,  (the 
plaintiff  preparing  the  notices,  some  of  which  were  signed 
by  the  defendant);  at  some  of  those  meetings  the  defend- 
ant was  present  and  in  the  chair :  the  apportionment  and 
award  were  duly  made  and  confirmed,  the  plaintiff  con- 
ducting all  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  landowners, 
and  in  the  year  1839  the  commutation  was  finaUy  carried 
into  effect.  The  plaintiff  subsequently  made  out  his  bill, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  £162,  for  the  business  done 
firom  the  period  of  his  original  employment  by  Mr.  Clay- 
ton ;  and  at  his  request,  the  valuer  employed  under  the  act 
apportioned  it,  together  with  his  own  bill,  among  the  dif- 
ferent landowners  within  the  township,  according  to  their 
interests  in  the  lands  subject  to  tithe :  and  the  proportion 
thus  assessed  against  the  defendant  was  41/.  13^.    The 
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plaintiff  delivered  a  copy  of  the  bill  to  the  defendant,  who  Exeh.  of  PUaa^ 
kept  it  in  order  to  examine  the  items,  and  on  a  snbse-     ^    ^     ^ 
qnent  application  by  the  plaintiff,  made  objections  to  some    Himcbliffx 
of  the  items,  and  particularly  specified  a  journey  by  the    Abmitstbad. 
plaintiff  to  Chester  to  have  an  interview  with  the  assistant 
tithe  commissioner  for  the  district,  and  another  charge  of 
a  similar  nature.    He  also  objected  to  paying  anything  in 
respect  of  the  two  or  three  first  meetings,  at  which  he  was 
not  present. 

Upon  this  evidence,  it  was  insisted  for  the  drfendant, 
that  the  plaintiff  clearly  could  not  recover  in  respect  of 
his  services  performed  before  the  agreement  was  finally  car- 
ried into  effect  at  the  meeting  of  the  13th  of  March,  1838, 
inasmuch  as  they  were  performed  by  him  as  the  attorney 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  tithe-owner;  and  that  as  to  his 
subsequent  services,  his  proper  remedy  was  to  have  pro- 
ceeded for  the  recovery  of  his  charges  under  the  75th  and 
76th  sections  of  the  statute ;  which,  indeed,  he  had  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding,  by  having  his 
bill  apportioned  accordingly  by  the  valuer.  For  the  plain- 
tiff it  was  answered,  first,  that  the  payment  of  a  legal 
adviser  to  the  landowners  could  not  be  considered  as  ex- 
penses ''incident  to  making  the  apportionment,''  within 
the  meaning  of  the  75th  section;  and  secondly,  that  even 
if  they  were,  his  common-law  remedy  by  action  could  not 
be  taken  away  except  by  an  express  enactment.  The  Lord 
Chief  Baron  entertained  considerable  doubt  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  at  his  suggestion  it  was  agreed  that  a  nonsuit 
should  be  entered,  with  liberty  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict,  for  such  sum  as  the  Master  should  find  to 
be  due  to  him,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the 
defendant  was  liable,  and  according  to  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Court  should  decide  as  to  the  commencement 
and  the  extent  of  his  liability. 

Id  Michaelmas  Term,  Evans  obtained  a  rule  accordingly, 
against  which 
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BxiA.  ef  PUas,      Jervis  and  E.  V.  TFUUanu  now  shewed  canse. — ^In  the 

'   ^    first  plaoe^  it  is  clear  that  np  to  the  time  when  the  agree^ 

HiNCHLivFB    merU  was  completed  by  the  confirmation  of  the  oommis- 

A&ifiTSTSAD.   sioners,  the  plaintiff  was  employed  by  Mr.  Clayton,  and 

could  have  no  claim  against  the  landowners.    The  power 

of  attorney  given  by  the  defendant  to  Mr.  Clayton  on  the 

20th  of  February,  was  only  to  represent  him  in  the  mak* 

ing  of  the  agreement.    Neither  did  his  acting  as  chair* 

man  at  the  meeting  of  the  13th  of  March,  when  the  agree- 

ment  was  still  in  fieri,  subject  him  to  any  liability  to  the 

plaintiff. 

Secondly,  as  to  the  other  part  of  the  daim,  the  plain- 
tiff's only  remedy  was  by  proceeding  under  the  76th  and 
76th  sections  of  the  act.  The  76th  section  enacts*  that 
"  all  the  expenses  of  or  incident  to  making  any  appor- 
tionment  (except  the  salary  or  allowance  to  any  commis- 
sioner or  assistant  commissioner,  and  except  any  expense 
which  the  commissioners  or  assistant  commissioner  may  be 
authorized  and  may  have  ordered  to  be  otherwise  paid)  shall 
be  borne  and  paid  by  the  owners  of  lands  included  in  the 
apportionment,  in  rateable  proportion  to  the  sum  charged 
on  the  said  lands  in  lieu  of  tithes  by  such  apportion- 
ment.''  And  by  section  76,  ''  if  any  difference  shall  arise 
touching  the  said  expenses,  or  the  share  thereof  to  be 
paid  by  any  person,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commission- 
ers or  some  assistant  commissioner  to  certify  under  his 
or  their  hand  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  such  person; 
and  in  case  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  his 
share  so  certified  to  be  payable  by  him,  and  upon  the 
production  of  such  certificate  before  any  two  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county,"  &c.,  the  justices  are  required 
to  issue  a  warrant  of  distress  for  the  amount.  These 
charges  may  reasonably  be  considered  as  ''  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  making  of  an  apportionment,"  being  fairly 
and  almost  necessarily  incurred  by  the  landowners  in 
order  thereto.    They  employ  the  attorney  to  take  care 
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that  the  instrument  of  apportionment  is  properly  and  Esek.t^PhaM, 
formally  drawn  np,  so  as  to  protect  the  interests  of  all    ^   ^^^'  ^ 
parties.     The  77th  section  affords  a  key  to  the  constrac^   Hirchlipfb 
tion  of  the  75th.    That  section  enables  the  owner  of  an  AiMiTmAii. 
estate  in  land  or  tithes,  less  than  an  immediate  estate  in 
fee-simple  or  fee-tail,  or  in  settlement,  with  consent  of  the 
comjnissionerB,  to  charge,  in  the  manner  therein  men« 
tioned,  so  much  of  the  ''  expenses  of  commutation '^  as 
is  to   be  defrayed  by  him,  upon  the  lands  whereof  the 
tithes  are  commuted,  or  upon  the  rent-charge  to  be  re- 
ceived by  him  in  lieu  of  the  tithes,  for  twenty  years  subse- 
quently.   Would  not  a  landowner  be  entitled  under  this 
clause  to  throw  the  charge  of  such  expenses  as  these 
on  the  remainder-man?     [Alderson,  B. — ^The  words  of 
that  clause, ''  expenses  of  commutation,''  are  much  more 
general  than  the  words  ''  expenses  incident  to  making  any 
apportionment/']     The  expenses  referred  to  appear  to  be 
the  same. 

If,  then,  these  are  expenses  falling  within  the  75th 
clause,  the  remedy  given  by  the  76th  ought  to  be  pursued, 
and  the  party  cannot  proceed  by  action.  The  statute  is 
not  ciunulative  in  this  respect.  The  75th  section  enacts, 
''  that  all  the  expenses  of  or  incident  to  making  any  ap- 
portionment, with  the  exceptions  therein  mentioned,  shall 
he  borne  and  paid  by  the  land-owners,  in  rateable  propor- 
tion to  their  rent-charge."  Then  the  76th  provides,  that 
if  any  difference  shall  arise  touching  the  said  expenses^  Sec., 
it  shall  be  determined  by  the  commissioners  or  assistant 
commissioner,  and  payment  enforced,  in  the  manner  therein 
stated.  The  obvious  intention  was,  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent jobbing  and  fraud,  all  disputes  as  to  the  expenses  of 
the  proceedings  should  be  summarily  disposed  of  by  the 
commissioners. 

Mvans  and  Webby,  in  support  of  the  rule,  having  inti- 
mated that  they  were  willing  to  forego  that  part  of  the 
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BxcK^PUt^  plaintiff's  claim  whicli  was  antecedent  to  the  completion 
of  the  agreement  with  the  rector,  were  not  called  npon  to 


1842. 


HiMCRLiFFB    argue  the  other  part  of  the  case. 
Aemitstbad. 


Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^The  Court  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  against  the  defendant 
for  that  portion  of  his  charges  which  was  incurred  after 
the  meeting  at  which  the  defendant  took  the  chair,  and 
the  tithe-owner's  interest  in  the  proceedings  ceased.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  hold  that  the  words  ''  expenses  of  or 
incident  to  making  any  apportionment^ '  would  justify  the 
charging  of  an  attorney's  bill  in  every  case,  although  I  do 
not  say  that  the  services  of  an  attorney  may  not  be  useful 
for  many  purposes.  I  think  those  words  must  reasonably 
be  interpreted  to  mean  incidental  expenses  arising  in  the 
cause  of  the  survey  and  valuation  themselves.  The  land- 
owners might  choose  to  employ  an  attorney  to  receive 
tenders  from  different  valuers,  and  that  may  be  a  benefi- 
cial course  for  their  own  protection;  but  surely  his  charges 
could  not  be  considered  as  expenses  incidental  to  the  ap- 
portionment. Then,  secondly,  is  the  proper  remedy  by 
action  ?  If  these  were  not  expenses  incidental  to  the  appor- 
tionment, it  was  not  a  proper  course  to  apportion  them 
among  the  landowners.  The  defendant,  however,  is  bene- 
fited by  that  proceeding.  But  even  if  this  were  otherwise, 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  plaintiff's  common-law  remedy 
upon  his  contract  is  taken  away.  Where  an  act  of  Par- 
liament gives  a  new  right,  and  a  particular  remedy  for  the 
enforcement  of  it,  the  party  must  pursue  that  remedy,  and 
no  other  can  be  resorted  to :  but  that  is  not  the  case  here. 
The  rule  will  therefore  be  absolute,  to  enter  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  for  such  sum  as  the  Master  shall  find  to  be 
due  to  him ;  the  bill  to  be  taxed  from  the  period  when  the 
agreement  between  the  tithe-owner  and  the  landowners 
was  complete ;  the  amount,  when  so  taxed,  to  be  appor- 
tioned on  the  principle  of  the  plaintiff's  particulars,  and 
the  defendant  to  be  liable  for  his  proportion  only. 
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Alderson^  B. — I  agree  that  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  to  Sxch.  0/  pieat, 

say  that  the  expenses  of  employing  an  attorney  can  be  ^  ^^'   ^ 

considered  as  expenses  incident  to  making  the  appor-  Hinchliffe 

tionment.  Armitstbad. 

GuENET^  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute  accordingly. 


Wild  and  Others  t;.  Holt  and  Another.  Nov.  24. 

JL  HIS  was  an  action  of  trespass  for  breaking  and  entering  a  cause  and  all 
the  plaintiffs'  close^  and  getting  and  taking  away  their  coal.  fc"noe'betw»Bii 
Pleas,  not  guilty,  and  not  possessed.    The  cause  came  on  **»«  parii^ 

'  ^        J'  r  ^  (there  being  no 

for  trial  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  at  Idverpool,  before  matters  in  dif- 
Jtolfe,  B.,  when  it  was  referred,  by  order  of  Nisi  Prius,  to  inthrcauw^ 
a  gentleman  at  the  bar.     The  terms  of  the  order  were, —  by  wder*of  i?isi 
"  that  the  verdict  should  be  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  P""*  *«>  ^^ 
damages  in  the  declaration,  subject  to  be  reduced  or  vacated,  arbitrament/ 
or  instead  thereof,  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  a  non-  determination 
m/  entered,  according  to  the  award  thereinafter  men-  ll^^^'^l^^ 
tioned;  and  that  this  cause,  and  also  all  matters  in  differ-  ing,  tiiattiie 
ence  between  the  parties,  should  be  referred  to  the  award,  be  entered  for 
order,  arbitrament,  final  end,  and  determination  o{"  &c.  Jhedam^fs^hJ 
&c.     The  arbitrator  heard  the  evidence,   and  made  his  the  deciaraUon, 

subject  to  be 

award,  whereby,  after  reciting  the  submission  as  above,  he  reduced  or  va- 
awarded  and  directed  *'  that  the  verdict  entered  for  the  plain-  stead'thereof  a 
tiffs  should  be  vacated,  and  instead  thereof  a  nonsuit  should  dcf^^ant'o^a 
be  entered."    It  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  mat-  fumtuit  entered, 

according  to 

ter  in  difference  between  the  parties  except  the  cause.  Cress-  his  award. 
laeU  having  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  award  by  hb  award,^' 
should  not  be  set  aside,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  final,  ^^^^,^1* en- 
tered for  the 
JB.  V.  Richards  and  TamUnsan  now  shewed  cause.—  pi«ntiff  should 

be  vacated,  and 
a  nonsuit  en- 
tered i—Heldj  {ParUt  B.,  dissentiente),  that  the  award  was  bad,  as  not  finally  determining  the 
natters  in  difference  in  the  cause. 

VOL.  IX.  M  M.W. 
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Bxeh.  of  PitMt,  It  does  not  appear,  by  the  affidavit  in  support  of  this 


1841. 


rale,  that  there  was  any  matter  in  difference  between 
the  parties  except  in  the  canse :  if  there  was,  it  lay  on  the 
plaintiffs  to  shew  it:  Ingram  y.  Milnes  (a).  It  is  therefore 
to  be  taken  as  being  a  mere  reference  of  the  cause :  and  in 
that  cause  there  is  express  power  given  to  the  arbitrator,  by 
the  submission,  to  enter  a  nonsuit.  He  has,  therefore,  only 
given  effect  to  the  express  agreement  of  the  parties. 
[Parke,  B. — ^The  objection  taken  is,  that  entering  a  non- 
suit is  not  final,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  gone  on  to  ad- 
judicate on  the  matter  in  difference  in  the  cause.  The 
question  turns  entirely  on  the  construction  of  the  submis- 
sion. Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B. — ^Either  it  is  an  adjustment  of 
the  cause  or  it  is  not.  If  the  parties  meant  that  a  nonsuit 
should  be  considered  as  an  adjustment  of  the  cause,  the 
award  is  final :  if  not,  then  they  agreed  that  there  should 
be  no  adjustment  of  it,  and  the  arbitrator  has  disposed  of 
the  cause  in  the  manner  they  agreed  upon.]  The  Court 
then  called  on 

Cresswell  and  Cowling,  in  support  of  the  rule. — It  is 
clear  that  the  object  of  the  reference  was  to  enable  the 
parties  to  get  rid  altogether  of  litigation  on  the  matter  in 
dispute  in  the  cause.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Why  then 
give  the  arbitrator  power  to  enter  a  nonsuit  ?]  That  might 
be  a  convenient  mode  of  disposing  of  the  record,  but  the 
arbitrator  ought  also  to  have  disposed  of  the  cause,  that  is, 
of  the  matters  in  difference  in  the  cause,  according  to  the 
justice  of  the  case.  Under  this  submission  he  had  two 
things  to  do :  first,  finally  to  dispose  of  the  cause  and  all 
matters  in  difference  therein;  and  secondly,  so  to  modify 
the  record  as  to  inform  the  officer  of  the  Court  how  to 
enter  up  the  judgment  and  tax  the  costs.  He  has  per- 
formed the  latter  part  of  his  duty  only,  and  has  in  no  way 

(a)  8  East,  445. 
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expressed  his  ''final  end  and  determination '^  on  tiie  me-  SmA.  rf  PUag, 
rits  of  the  cause.  He  ought  to  have  decided  either  that  ^  *°j^* 
the  plaintiffs  were  right  or  that  they  were  wrong,  whereas 
all  that  he  says  is,  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the  plain- 
tiffs' eyidenoe.  He  has  not  given  the  parties  that  pro* 
tection  against  future  litigation  which  they  were  enti- 
tled to  have  by  his  award;  if  another  action  were  brought 
against  the  defendants^  this  judgment  of  nonsuit  would  be 
no  protection  to  them.  {Parker  B. — No  doubt  they  would 
be  liable  to  a  firesh  action ;  but  the  question  is,  whether 
they  have  not  so  stipulated.]  Surely  the  reasonable  con- 
struction of  the  submission  is,  that  the  parties  intended 
that  all  litigation  between  them  on  the  matters  in  differ- 
ence in  the  action  should  cease.  [Parke^  B. — ^The  matter 
in  difference  in  the  action  is  the  question  which  is  raised 
by  the  pleadings  in  the  action;  and  that  is  decided  by  a 
nonsuit.]  How  can  it  be  said  that  the  parties  intended 
that  the  arbitrator  should  dispose  of  the  matters  in  differ- 
ence in  a  manner  which  does  not  dispose  of  them?  It 
would  have  been  perfectiy  correct  to  have  said, — ''  I  find 
that  the  plaintiff  has  no  cause  of  action,  and  therefore  I 
direct  that  a  nonsuit  shall  be  entered.'^  The  power  to  en- 
ter a  nonsuit  precedes  the  express  reference  of  the  matters 
in  difference,  which  also  tends  to  shew  that  that  was  merely 
considered  as  a  mode  of  disposing  of  the  record.  It  is  not 
that  the  arbitrator  is  to  dispose  of  the  matters  in  differ- 
ence by  entering  a  nonsuit;  but  that  the  verdict  shall  be 
entered  for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to  be  vacated  and  a  non- 
suit entered  instead,  and  that  the  cause  and  all  matters  in 
difference  shall  be  referred  to  the  award,  final  end,  and 
determination  of  the  arbitrator.  \Parke^  B.— What  are  the 
matters  in  difference  but  the  issues  in  the  cause  ?  The  arbi- 
trator does  dispose  of  them  by  the  nonsuit.]  It  is  submitted 
that  the  true  construction  of  the  submission  is,  not  that  he 
is  empowered  to  make  an  end  of  the  controversy  between 
the  parties  by  entering  a  nonsuit,  but  that  he  may  thereby, 

m2 
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Bseh.  rf  PUat,  if  he  think  it  expedient^  dispose  of  the  record.  That  is  a 
power  given  diverse  intuitn  firom^  and  only  supplementary 
to^  the  power  of  deciding  on  the  merits  of  the  cause.  Its 
origin  appears  to  be  this^  that  an  arbitrator  has  no  juris- 
diction over  the  mode  of  entering  a  verdict^  unless  he  has 
an  express  authority  for  the  purpose;  when  that  authority 
is  given^  nice  questions  may  frequently  occur  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  particular  issues  should  be  determined^ 
and  in  order  to  enable  him  to  evade  those  difficulties,  a 
practice  has  arisen  of  allowing  him  to  order  a  nonsuit  to 
be  entered. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^Upon  consideration,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  made  absolute.  I  think 
that  when  parties  refer  all  matters  in  difference  in  a  cause, 
and  the  submission  contains  a  power  to  the  arbitrator  to 
enter  a  nonsuit  if  he  thinks  fit,  that  does  not  abrogate  his 
authority  or  his  duty  to  decide  all  the  matters  in  difference 
in  the  cause.  A  nonsuit  does  not  decide  the  matters  in 
difference  between  the  parties ;  a  verdict  does.  The  power, 
therefore,  of  entering  a  nonsuit  must  have  been  given  for 
some  other  purpose;  probably,  as  has  been  suggested,  be- 
cause it  was  expedient  not  to  perplex  the  arbitrator  with  the 
entry  of  the  verdict  on  the  several  issues.  But  he  must  de- 
cide the  matters  in  difference  existing  in  the  cause,  which  a 
nonsuit  does  not ;  because  the  plaintiffs  may  bring  a  firesh 
action  for  the  same  trespass  against  the  same  parties.  He 
does  not  therefore  decide  the  matter  in  difference,  but 
only  says  he  will  not  decide  it.  I  think  that  the  parties 
here  did  intend  that  he  should  finally  decide  all  the  mat- 
ters in  difference  in  the  cause,  and  that  he  has  not  done 
so :  I  cannot  think,  because  a  power  is  given  him  to  en- 
ter a  nonsuit,  that  that  makes  it  the  less  his  duty  to 
pronounce  a  final  determination  upon  the  matter  litigated 
between  the  parties. 

Pabke,  B.— I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  differ  firom  my 
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Lord  in  this  case;  but  it  appears  to  me^  upon  the  tme  Ejxk.  ^ PUat, 


construction  of  this  sabmission,  to  be  tolerably  clear  that 
this  award  is  sufficient.  I  cannot  understand  the  differ- 
ence between  tke  came,  and  the  matters  in  difference  in 
the  cause : — they  depend  altogether  upon  the  issues  raised 
in  the  cause.  Here  the  arbitrator  is  to  decide  on  the  mat- 
ters in  difference  in  the  cause;  but  the  parties  have  ez- 
presaly  given  him  power  to  dispose  of  the  cause  by  enter- 
ing a  nonsuit :  therefore^  by  the  express  contract  of  the 
parties^  that  is  a  good  and  valid  end  and  determination  of 
the  cause,  and  therefore  of  the  matters  in  difference  in 
the  cause.  The  arbitrator  has  therefore  made  such  a  final 
end  and  determination  as  the  parties  have  agreed  to,  of 
the  mattes  in  difference  between  the  parties  in  the  cause ; 
and  it  is  admitted  that  there  are  none  out  of  it.  Mr.  CaW" 
tnjfs  ai^gument  proceeds  upon  the  fallacy,  that  the  mat- 
ters in  difference  in  the  cause  mean  something  beyond  the 
questions  arising  upon  the  issues  on  the  record.  There  is  no 
gnnmd  whatever  for  the  ai^^ument,  that  the  entry  of  a 
verdict  or  a  nonsuit  is  merely  the  act  of  the  officer  of  the 
Court:  it  is  that  determination  of  the  cause  which  the 
parties  themselves  have  stipulated  for.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  this  award  is  perfectly  good. 

OuBNST,  B. — I  think  this  award  is  not  good.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  parties  doubtless  was,  finally  to  settle  all  the 
matters  in  difference  between  them.  The  arbitrator  is 
empowered  to  dispose  of  the  record  by  entering  a  non- 
suit; but  he  ought  to  have  gone  on  and  said  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  no  cause  of  action. 

BoLFB,  B. — ^I  agree  in  thinking  that  this  is  a  bad 
award.  There  could  be  no  doubt  upon  the  point,  were  it 
not  for  the  power  given  to  the  arbitrator  to  enter  a  non- 
sidt.  Then  the  question  is,  how  does  that  power  alter  the 
5?  I  quite  agree  with  my  Brother  Parke,  that  the  ' 
e,  and  the  matters  in  difference  in  the  cause,  mean  the 
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Egeh,  of  Pleat,  same  thing.  Bat  here  the  cause  and  all  matters  in  differ- 
ence  are  referred  to  ''  the  award,  order,  arbitrament,  ^no/ 
end^  and  determination ''  of  the  arbitrator:  then  a  power 
is  superadded,  that,  amongst  other  things,  he  may  direct 
a  nonsuit.  Now,  this  must  mean  one  of  three  things : 
either,  first,  that  he  should  terminate  the  cause  and  all 
matters  in  difference  by  a  nonsuit,  by  the  agreement  of 
the  parties;  or  secondly,  that  he  should  terminate  this 
cause  thereby,  leaving  it  open  to  the  plaintifb  to  bring  a 
new  action ;  or  lastly — and  which  I  conceive  to  have  been 
really  his  duty, — ^that,  determining  the  matters  in  differ- 
ence, he  might  also  dispose  of  the  record,  as  the  most 
convenient  way  of  doing  so  in  the  particular  case,  by  en- 
tering a  nonsuit.  But  he  must  also  perform  his  duty  by 
finally  determining  all  the  matters  in  difference  between 
the  parties.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  award  is  bad, 
and  that  this  rule  must  be  made  absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 


Nov.  22.  DowNEs  V.  Craig. 

Two  clergymen  -L  HIS  was  a  Special  action  on  the  case  on  the  custom  of 
^iifiiSn"*^  England,  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  successor  to  the  de- 
greed to  ex-  fendant  in  the  Rectory  of  Petcham,  in  the  county  of  Sur- 

change  the  one 

for  the  other,  rcy,  to  rccovcr  from  the  latter  the  sum  of  99/.  lOs.  6d.  for 

sentof\heiV  dilapidations.     The  declaration  was  in  the  ordinary  form, 

trons^^and^thc  commencing  with  the  usual  inducement,  stating  the  cus- 

Hvingi  were  tom  of  England  for  rectors  to  repair  their  respective  rec- 

signed  into  torics,  and  deliver  up  the  same  so  repaired  to  their  sue- 

the  Wslfop!*  and  ccssors,  and  that  if  they  do  not,  then  that  they  are  bound 

each  party  re-  ^  satisfy  SO  much  as  should  be  necessary  to  be  expended 

spectively  wat  •'                                                 . 

inducted  into  or  paid  foT  the  nccessaiy  repairing  thereof.  It  then  stated, 

them!  ^There  that  ou  the  4th  of  April,  1839,  the  defendant  was  rector 

l^eeml^^^  of  Fctcham,  and  as  such  seised  in  fee  of  the  chancel  of  the 

tered  into  upon 

the  subject  of  dilapidations,  but  it  was  found  that  neither  party  at  the  time  contemplated  any 
clum  for  dilapidations : — Held,  in  an  action  by  one  of  the  incumbents  against  the  other,  as  his 
successor  for  dilapidations,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover. 
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dnuchi  and  of  a  house,  lands,  and  premises,  and  that  he  re-  ^ck.  of  puat^ 


1841. 


signed  the  rectory  t4>  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  who  accepted 
the  resignation  thereof:  That  the  plaintiff  was  afterwards  Oownks 
presented,  instituted,  and  inducted  into  the  said  rectory,  Cea'io. 
and  became  and  still  continues  seised  in  right  thereof,  of  the 
said  chancel,  house,  lands,  and  premises,  and  was  the  next 
successor  to  the  defendant :  That  at  the  time  of  the  resig- 
nation of  the  defendant  the  chancel,  house,  lands,  and 
premises  were  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  drfendant  had 
not  satisfied  or  paid  the  amount  of  those  repairs. 

The  defendant  pleaded,  1st,  not  guilty ;  and  2ndly,  that 
whilst  he  the  defendant  was  rector  of  Fetcham,  the  plaintiff 
was  yicar  of  Leamington  Priors,  in  the  county  of  Warwick, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  thereupon,  with  the 
assent  of  their  respective  patrons  and  diocesans,  agreed  to 
exchange  their  respective  livings  in  their  then  state  and  con- 
dition, and  that  the  exchange  was  afterwards,  in  pursuance 
of  the  agreement  aforesaid,  carried  into  effect,  and  the 
plaintiff  thus,  and  not  otherwise,  became  successor  to  the 
defendant  as  in  the  declaration  mentioned.  The  plaintiff 
joined  issue  on  the  1st  plea,  and  to  the  2nd  plea  replied 
that  it  was  not  agreed  modo  et  form&;  whereupon  issue 
was  joined. 

The  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  before  Lord  Denman,  C.  J., 
at  the  Surrey  Spring  Assizes,  1841,  when  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  was  taken  by  consent,  damages  £92,  besides  costs 
of  suit,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  this  Court  on  the  follow- 
ing case. 

Previous  to  the  month  of  March,  1839,  the  plaintiff  was 
vicar  of  Leamington  Priors,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  and 
the  defendant  was  rector  of  Fetcham,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey.  Being  so  possessed  of  the  respective  incumben- 
cies, the  plaintiff  and  defendant  agreed  to  exchange  them. 
This  exchange  was  made  with  the  consent  of  their  respec- 
tive patrons  and  diocesans.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1839, 
the  plaintiff  resigned  the  vicarage  of  Leamington  Priors 
into  the  hands  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  on  the 
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Mxch.  of  Pleas,  17th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  the  drfendant  was  inducted 


1841. 


into  it.  On  the  4th  of  April,  1839,  the  defendant  resigned 
the  rectory  of  Fetcham,  into  which  the  plaintiff  was  in- 
ducted on  the  24th  of  June.  There  was  no  specific  agree- 
ment entered  into  upon  the  subject  of  dilapidations,  but 
from  the  conduct  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  and  for  se- 
veral months  after  the  exchange  was  agreed  and  acted 
upon,  it  is  plain  that  neither  party  then  contemplated  any 
claim  for  dilapidations,  and  it  was  not  till  a  dispute  arose 
on  another  subject,  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  latter  end  of 
October,  1889,  first  mentioned  his  claim  for  dilapidations. 
In  the  following  January  he  had  them  surveyed,  and  the 
amount  was  then  formally  demanded. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1839,  there  was  a  statement  of 
accounts  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  signed  by 
them  both,  in  which  there  was  no  mention  of  any  daim 
for  dilapidations. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  C!ourt  are : — 1st. 
Whether  under  the  above  circumstances  there  is  suflScient 
evidence  that  the  exchange  was  intended  by  the  plaintiff 
and  the  defendant  to  be  on  the  footing  that  each  should 
take  the  living  of  the  other  in  its  then  state  and  condition. 
2ndly.  Whether  the  law  of  England,  with  respect  to  the 
dilapidations  claimed  by  the  successor  to  a  spiritual  pre- 
ferment from  his  predecessor,  applies,  under  the  above  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  case  of  an  exchange  of  preferments. 

The  points  marked  for  argument  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant were  as  follow: — ^That  the  custom  of  England 
with  respect  to  the  liability  of  an  incumbent  to  his  suc- 
cessor for  dilapidations,  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  an 
exchange  of  livings :  because  a  rector  is  a  tenant  for  life, 
and  the  custom  only  differs  firom  the  ordinary  law  relating 
to  the  liability  of  tenants  for  life  for  waste,  by  allowing  an 
action  of  waste  to  be  brought  by  one  party  against  another 
without  there  having  been  any  privity  of  estate  between 
them,  and  also  against  the  executor  of  the  tort  feasor,  not- 
withstanding the  principle  of  "  actio  personalis  moritur 
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cum  penonfi :''  conseqiientlyj  the  successor  being  in  by  Bieh.  rf  pum, 
his  own  contract^  no  action  lies;  at  all  events^  the  injury^  ' 

if  any^  being  the  result  of  and  springing  from  a  contract^ 
and  caused  by  the  plaintiff's  own  act,  an  action  of  tort  can* 
not  lie :  that  the  parties  are  not  in  merely  by  presenta- 
tion and  institution,  but  by  contract,  since  if  one  had  died 
before  the  induction  of  the  other,  or  yice  versfi,  the  institu- 
tion and  induction  of  the  one  would  have  been  void.  The 
defendant  will  also  contend  that  a  contract  to  exchange  the 
livings  iu  their  then  state  and  condition,  is  found  in  point 
of  fact  by  the  case :  that  the  statement  and  signature  of 
the  accounts  between  the  parties  without  reference  to  any 
claims  for  dilapidations,  four  months  after  the  exchange, 
and  two  before  any  such  claim,  is  condusive  evidence  upon 
the  subject :  that  therefore,  according  to  the  legal  effect 
of  an  ordinary  contract  of  exchange,  and  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  present  one,  the  defendant  is  entitied  to  have 
a  verdict  entered  for  him. 

Thesiffer,  for  the  plaintiff. — ^The  case  finds  that  there 
was  no  specific  agreement  entered  into  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  dilapidations,  and  therefore  merely  raises  the  ge- 
neral question,  whether,  upon  an  exchange  of  livings, 
either  party  can  maintain  an  action  for  dilapidations. 
[Parke,  B. — ^The  plea  avers,  that  there  was  an  agreement 
to  exchange  their  respective  livings  in  their  then  state 
and  condition,  and  then  it  is  found  that  there  was  no 
specific  agreement  entered  into  upon  the  subject  of  dilapi- 
dations, but  from  the  conduct  of  the  parties  at  the  time 
of  and  for  some  months  after  the  exchange  was  agreed  and 
acted  npon,  it  is  plain  that  neither  party  then  contem- 
plated any  daim  for  dilapidations.  That  might  be  because 
they  did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  dilapidations,  and  they 
might  conceive  that  the  amount  in  each  was  equal.  The 
exchange  of  livings  is  only  the  case  of  each  incum- 
bent surrendering  to  his  patron  the  living  he  holds.] 
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Bxch,  rf  Pleat,  The  onlv  difference  is,  that  there  is  a  condition  that  if  one 
of  the  parties  should  die  before  induction,  the  other  party 
returns  to  his  living  on  the  former  presentment.  That  is 
the  only  difference  between  this  and  a  formal  resignation; 
and  in  Gibson's  Codex  (a)  it  is  said,  that  "  no  other  colla- 
teral condition  may  be  annexed  to  a  resignation,  in  order 
to  exchange,  than  what  is  expressed  in  the  foregoing  writ 
in  these  cases,  and  founded  thereupon/' — He  was  then 
stopped  by  the  Court,  who  called  upon 

Fartescue,  contra. — ^It  is  assumed  on  the  other  side,  that 
the  parties  are  in  the  same  situation  as  if  they  were  in  as 
successors  the  one  to  the  other,  in  the  ordinary  way,  by 
institution  and  induction;  but  that  is  not  so;  neither  is 
the  succeeding  party  the  successor  to  any  greater  extent 
than  a  party  is  successor  to  another  in  an  estate  which  he 
purchases  firom  him.  Succession,  in  the  case  of  a  corpo- 
rate body,  is  analogous  to  descent  in  case  of  a  natural 
body;  there  is  no  such  succession  here.  These  parties  are 
in  by  contract.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  correctly  stated 
in  Watson's  Clergyman's  Law,  p.  28,  where  it  is  said:  "  Two 
persons,  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  do  agree  to  ex- 
change their  benefices,  which  are  both  spiritual,  and  in 
order  thereunto  resign  them  into  the  hands  of  the  ordi- 
nary. Such  exchange  being  executed  the  resignations  are 
good,  but  though  the  one  is  instituted  and  inducted  into 
the  other's  benefice,  yet  if  the  exchange  be  not  executed 
in  both  parts,  the  clerk  on  whose  part  the  exchange  was 
not  executed  may  have  his  benefice  again."  This  shews 
that  the  parties  are  not  in  merely  by  resignation  on  the 
one  side,  and  presentation,  institution,  and  induction  on 
the  other;  for  if  so,  on  one  being  presented,  instituted, 
and  inducted,  the  estate  and  right  of  action  would  vest  in 
him  immediately ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  an  ex* 
change,  for  so  long  as  it  is  not  executed  on  both  sides  the 

(a)  Page  821. 
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whole  proceeding  may  be  rendered  void,  and  each  may  in  Exeh,  0/  PUast 
sacli  case  resume  his  old  estate.  The  parties^  therefore,  v  ^  . 
are  not  in  by  institution  and  induction :  if  they  were,  their  Downbs 
right  of  action  would  vest  immediately,  but  it  does  not  i —  c&aio. 
"for  in  this  case  of  exchange  the  law  doth  annex  this 
condition  to  a  resignation,  if  it  be  fully  executed.  But  a 
collateral  condition  may  not  be  annexed  thereunto.''  An 
a^ument  on  the  other  side  is  built  on  this  latter  expres- 
sion, which  was  read  from  Gibson's  Codex,  but  it  does  not 
affect  the  case  at  all.  Lord  Coke  (a)  compares  the  effect 
of  an  agreement,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  to  a  deed  to  lead 
the  uses  of  a  fine,  and  says,  that  to  a  fine  no  collateral 
condition  can  be  annexed;  but  who  can  doubt  that  it  may 
be  contained  in  a  deed  to  lead  the  uses  of  such  fine? 
The  passage  in  Watson  proceeds  as  follows:  ''But  a 
collateral  condition  may  not  be  annexed  thereunto,  no 
more  than  an  ordinary  may  admit  upon  condition,  or  a 
judgment  be  confessed  upon  condition,  which  are  judicial 
acts.  And  so  if  two,  upon  such  an  agreement,  resign  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  patrons,  according  to  their  agreement, 
present  cross  de  novo,  (as  they  must  do  if  the  exchange 
be  executed),  and  the  one  is  admitted,  instituted,  and 
inducted  into  the  other's  benefice ;  and  the  other  is  like- 
wise instituted  into  his,  but  the  first  dieth  before  he  is 
inducted  into  his  benefice,  although  after  a  mandate 
made  by  the  bishop  for  his  induction,  (although  the  in- 
duction of  the  first  was  absolute),  yet,  because  it  was 
directed  by  the  precedent  agreement,  which  ought  to  be 
executed  on  both  parts  in  the  lifetime  of  the  parties, 
(which  in  this  case  it  was  not  for  want  of  induction),  the 
exchange  is  void.  Fitzh.  Abr.,  Exchange,  10,  Lord  Crom- 
welfB  case,  2  Co.  74.  b.  The  like  law  if  before  the  com- 
pleting of  the  exchange  by  mutual  presentment,  institu- 
tion, and  induction,  the  reason  of  the  exchange  fail;  Colt 

(a)  See  2  Rep.  74  b. 
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Bxeh.  of  PUa$,  and  Glover  r.  The  Bishop  of  lAchfield  and  Ckwenhy,  Hob. 
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160;  for  respect  must  be  had  to  the  resignation  and  pro- 
testation of  both  incumbents.  And  therefore  either  incum- 
bent may  return  to  his  old  benefice,  in  pristine  statu,  upon 
his  former  presentments.''  There  is  a  case  precisely  to  the 
same  effect  in  Burn's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  vol.  2,  p.  242,  where 
it  is  said :  "  Thus,  where  one  is  both  instituted  and  in- 
ducted, and  the  other  is  only  instituted  and  dies,  or  refuses 
to  finish,  in  this  case,  though  they  have  proceeded  so  far, 
yet  the  resignation  and  aU  that  foUoweth  upon  it  shall  be 
void,  and  both  (if  both  are  living)  may  return  to  their  for- 
mer benefices  upon  the  foot  of  former  possession ;  or  if  one 
dies  before  he  is  inducted,  and  after  the  induction  of  the 
other,  this  induction  and  all  that  went  before  shall  be 
void,  because  the  exchange  was  not  fully  executed  during 
the  lives  of  the  parties."  For  this  Gibson's  C!odex,  821, 
is  cited  as  an  authority;  and  it  is  added  from  Degge's 
Parson's  Counsellor,  "  and  this  is  agreeable  to  the  reason 
of  the  common  law,  for  at  the  common  law,  if  a  man  ex- 
change lands,  and  the  lands  he  receives  in  exchange  be 
evicted,  he  may  repair  to  his  own  lands  and  re-enter  upon 
them."  There  is  more  analogy  between  estates  ecclesiastical 
and  estates  at  common  law  than  may  at  first  be  supposed. 
This  is  an  action  of  tort,  which  is  founded  upon  the 
estate  of  the  parties.  It  is  not  annexed  to  the  person 
in.  any  way;  and  if  the  legal  seisin  in  fee  is  not  in  the 
parties,  the  action  cannot  be  maintained :  Wright  v.  £>my- 
thie8{a)y  Browne  v.  Ram8den{b).  Those  cases  shew  that 
the  right  of  action  is  annexed  to  the  estate.  Then  what 
estate  has  the  parson  in  his  glebe?  In  Co.  Lit.  841. a. 
it  is  said, — ''  In  whom  the  fee  simple  of  the  glebe  is,  is 
a  question  in  our  books.  Some  hold  that  it  is  in  the  pa- 
tron; but  that  cannot  be  for  two  reasons.  First,  for  that  in 
the  beginning  the  land  was  given  to  the  parson  and  his 
successors,  and  the  patron  is  no  successor.     Secondly,  the 

(fl)  10  East,  409.  (h)  2  Moore,  612. 
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words  of  the  writ  of  juris  utmm  be^  '  si  sit  libera  eleemo-  Exek.  0/  Pkat, 
flina  eeolesiee  de  D.',  and  not  of  the'patron.  Some  others  .  ^^^'  ^ 
do  hold  that  the  fee-simple  is  in  the  patron  and  ordi-  Downbs 
nary;  but  this  cannot  be  for  the  causes  above  said:  and  c&aio. 
therefore^  of  necessity^  the  fee-simple  is  in  abeyance^  as 
Littleton  saith.  And  this  was  provided  by  the  provi- 
dence and  wisdom  of  the  law;  for  that  the  parson  and 
vicar  have  coram  animaram^  and  were  bound  to  cele- 
brate divine  service^  and  administer  the  sacraments;  and 
therefore  no  act  of  the  predecessor  should  make  a  discon- 
tinuance to  take  away  the  entry  of  the  successor,  and  to 
drive  him  to  a  real  action,  whereby  he  should  be  destitute 
of  maintenance  in  the  meantime.  Upon  consideration  of 
all  our  books  I  observe  this  diversity,  that  a  parson  or 
vicar,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  and  of  his  successor,' is 
in  some  cases  esteemed  in  law  to  have  a  fee-simple  quali- 
fied; but  to  do  anything  to  the  prejudice  of  his  successor 
in  many  cases,  the  law  adjudgeth  him  to  have  in  effect 
but  an  estate  for  life.''  And  he  adds, — ''Causae  ec- 
desiie  publicis  causis  aequiparantur;  and  summa  ratio 
est  quae  pro  religione  fiunt.  And  Ecclesia  fungitur  vice 
minoris;  meliorem  facere  potest  conditionem  suam,  deteri- 
orem  nequaquam.  As  a  parson,  vicar,  archdeacon,  pre- 
bend, chantery  priest,  and  the  like,  may  have  an  action  of 
waste,  and  in  the  writ  it  shall  be  said,  ad  exhseredationem 
ecclesiae,  &c.  ipsius  B.  or  prsebendse  ipsius  A.''  From  this 
circumstance,  of  the  action  of  waste  lying,  it  seems  dear 
that  the  action  is  annexed  to  the  estate. 

Hence  it  would  seem  that  the  parson  for  some  purposes 
has  the  fee,  though  for  other  purposes  the  law  considers 
him  as  having  only  a  life  estate.  Then  what  estate  has  he 
for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  his  benefice  ?  If  a  fee,  then 
the  whole  fee  would  pass  by  the  contract  of  exchange,  and 
any  claim  for  dilapidations  by  either  is  out  of  the  question : 
if  a  life  estate  merely,  the  analogies  which  hold  at  common 
law  with  respect  to  estates  would  apply  here,  and  the  plain- 
tiff is  in  the  situation  of  a  remainder  man  who  has  pur- 
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Bxek,  of  Phot,  chased  from  the  particular  tenant  his  life  estate,  and  it  is 
not  for  him  to  complain  that  he  has  not  so  good  a  bargain 
as  he  expected.  It  is,  however,  for  certain  purposes  only 
that  he  has  merely  a  life  estate ;  for  the  purpose  of  an  ex- 
change he  has  an  estate  in  fee.  He  has  power  by  law  to 
exchange  with  the  consent  of  the  patron  and  ordinary;  for 
that  purpose  he  has  the  fee,  and  by  the  contract  he  passes 
the  whole  fee,  and  not  merely  the  estate  of  the  person  in 
remainder  after  him.  If  so,  no  right  of  action  can  pass  to 
the  present  plaintiff.  And  if  it  were  a  life  estate,  the  same 
argument  would  prevail  to  nearly  the  same  extent.  Where 
a  party  takes  an  estate  by  contract,  he  cannot  resort  to  an 
action  of  tort  at  common  law,  for  the  doing  that  to  which 
he  was  a  party.  It  was  suggested  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
whether  a  party  who  contracted  for  his  own  benefit,  and 
agreed  to  waive  the  claim  for  dilapidations,  would  not  be 
chargeable  with  simony.  It  may  be  questionable  whether 
he  would.  There  may  be  cases  in  which  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church  that  a  fresh  incumbent  should  be  made 
liable  for  the  dilapidations;  and  there  is  the  protection  of  the 
consent  of  the  patron  and  ordinary  being  necessary  to  the 
exchange.  It  is  clearly  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  that 
parties  should  be  allowed  thus  to  exchange.  The  diocesan 
will  take  care  of  the  interests  of  the  church,  and  the  patron 
will  also  take  care  that  no  injustice  is  done  to  that  which 
cannot,  perhaps,  be  said  to  be  his  own  inheritance,  but  is 
pretty  nearly  so.  The  inconvenience  would  seem  to  be  the 
other  way.  If  an  agreement  upon  the  subject  be  simoniacal, 
how  is  the  question  to  be  settled  between  the  parties?  It 
can  only  be  by  two  cross  actions  in  every  case  of  an  ex- 
change. It  is  a  strong  point  in  the  defendant's  favour,  that 
no  such  action  as  this  has  ever  been  heard  of,  which  tends 
to  shew  that  such  an  action  would  not  lie,  as  exchanges 
like  this  are  of  every*day  occurrence. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — ^It  might  be  a  very  considerable 
question,  whether,  if  a  contract  for  the  exchange  of  livings 
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wore  made  in  writing,  with  an  express  declaration  that  Etek.  qf  pieat. 


neither  party  should  sue  the  other  fort  he  dilapidations, — 
if  one  party  said.  If  you  will  admit  me  to  your  living,  I  will 
admit  you  to  mine,  and  I  will  make  no  claims  for  dilapida- 
tions,— it  would  not  amount  to  a  simoniacal  contract,  and 
so  would  be  void.  At  present  I  do  not  see  that  it  makes 
any  difference  whether  it  be  a  contract  with  a  party  to  re- 
sign in  favour  of  another,  or  whether  it  be  a  contract  for 
an  exchange,  which  may  possibly  fail  in  the  completion. 
But  it  is  unnecessary  in  this  case  to  pronounce  a  judgment 
on  that  point,  for  here  the  exchange  was  made  and  com- 
pleted. Then  the  only  question  is,  whether  an  agreement 
simply  to  exchange,  has  necessarily  and  fairly  engrafted 
upon  it  the  condition  that  neither  party  shall  be  liable  to 
the  other  for  dilapidations.  I  see  nothing  to  shew  that, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  consequence,  derived  from  the  ad- 
mitted contract  to  exchange,  and  the  exchange  actually 
completed,  operating  against  the  right  of  the  party  enter- 
ing to  claim  for  dilapidations.  The  facts  found  in  this 
case  preclude  the  necessity  of  the  Court  considering  the 
effect  of  a  positive  agreement  to  that  effect;  there  is  no 
such  agreement  here ;  the  parties  have  the  same  right  as 
they  would  have  in  case  of  a  presentation  to  a  living,  when 
it  is  dear  that  the  plaintiff  would  have  a  right  to  claim  for 
dilapidations  against  his  predecessor.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  judgment  must  be  in  his  favour. 

Pakkb,  B. — I  entirely  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron.  The  first  question  is,  whether  there  is  in 
this  case  any  agreement  between  the  parties,  that  if  the 
living  were  exchanged,  each  should  omit  to  sue  the  other, 
and  in  effect  give  up  to  the  other  any  claim  for  dilapida- 
tions. The  case  finds  that  there  was  no  specific  agree- 
ment, and  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  infer  from  the  facts 
stated  in  the  case,  that  there  was  such  an  agreement ;  and 
even  if  there  were,  I  cannot  help  concurring  in  the 
doubt  which  has  been  expressed  by  my  Lord,  whether  it 
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Sxeh.  of  Pleat,  would  be  Valid  and  binding.    It  appears  to  me  to  sayour 
of  simonj. 

The  next  question  is^  whether  by  law  the  claim  for  dila- 
pidations does  not  apply  to  a  successor  by  exchange,  as  well 
as  to  another.  The  law  upon  that  subject  is  expressed  in 
the  written  declaration  of  what  was  the  common  course  in 
the  olden  times.  In  the  case  of  Wise  ▼.  Metcalfe  {a),  that 
declaration  will  be  found  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  and  it  is  extended  to  all  rectors.  It 
states  in  effect  {b),  that ''  all  prebends,  rectors,  vicars,  &c., 
shall  be  required  to  repair  and  support  their  parsonages, 
and  so  on,  and  to  deliver  them  to  their  successor  repaired 
and  supported ;  and  if  they  do  not,  they  shall  pay  such  a 
sum  to  their  successors  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  repa- 
ration or  necessary  re-edification  of  the  house  or  building.^' 
That  statement  of  the  law  applies  to  all  successors  of  per- 
sons ceasing  to  possess  the  living.  If  they  have  permitted 
dilapidations,  they  are  to  pay  to  their  successors  so  much 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  put  the  rectory  into  a  proper  state 
of  repair.  Such  being  the  law,  there  is  no  doubt  the  plain- 
tiff was  the  successor  of  the  defendant.  It  is  said  that  it 
could  not  be  known  till  the  exchange  was  completed  whe- 
ther he  would  be  his  successor;  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  was  a  defeasible  right  to  the  living,  until  the  other 
incumbent  was  inducted;  but  I  do  not  think  there  can  be 
any  doubt,  that  when  induction  took  place  on  his  taking 
possession,  he  became  the  successor,  and  his  predecessor 
became  liable  for  the  dilapidations.  The  circumstance  of 
the  right  being  defeasible  I  do  not  think  constitutes  a 
defence;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  decide  that  question 
here,  because  the  other  incumbent  was  inducted  also. 
The  case  therefore  appears  to  me  to  be  clear  on  both 
points.  It  is  found  that  there  was  no  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  that  the  one  should  give  up  the  right  to 


fa)  10  B.  &  Cr.  299;   5  Man.  (b)  See  1  Lutw.116;   Degge*i 

&  Ry.  235,  965.  Panon'i  CounBellor,  p..l38,  pi.  94. 
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dilapidation  aa  against  the  other^  and  there  is  no  exemp-  Bxck.  of  pum, 
tion  to  the  operation  of  the  general  law  applying  to  a  *  ^ 

case  of  mutual  resignation  with  a  view  to  an  exchange  of      Downbs 


9. 


livings.  Craio. 

OuKNST^  B. — It  is  found  that  there  was  no  agreement 
here^  and  therefore  the  common  law  must  prevail. 

BoLFB,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Suppose^  instead 
of  an  exchange^  it  had  been  an  acceptance  by  the  other 
party  of  the  living,  there  is  no  doubt  the  common-law  right 
would  have  attached ;  and  I  see  no  ground  for  making  the 
slightest  difference.  This  is  an  acceptance  of  a  living 
under  a  special  contract, — ^a  case  in  which  the  law  allows  a 
contract,  that  in  consideration  of  one  resigning  his  living, 
the  other  shall  resign  also.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  argu- 
ment as  to  what  woxdd  be  the  law  in  the  intermediate 
period  between  the  first  and  the  second  presentation.  I 
think  the  same  principle  would  still  apply,  but  there  is  a 
great  analogy  between  this  and  the  exchange  of  land — ^the 
exchange  may  become  wholly  void  by  the  death  of  one  of 
the  parties  before  the  transaction  is  completed.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed, and  particularly  in  the  doubt  intimated  by  my 
Lord,  whether  an  agreement  to  waive  the  claim  for  dilapi- 
dations would  have  been  a  valid  agreement. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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Exch.  qf  Pleas, 
1841. 

^09.24.  Staniland  V.  Hopkins. 

By  an  act  of  X  HIS  was  an  action  for  money  had  and  received  by  the 
ating  a  Court  '  defendant  to  the  use  of  the  plaintifi;  and  on  an  account 
ole^rou^h  of  »^^^  between  them.  The  defendant  pleaded  the  gene- 
Boston,  it  was    ral  issue,  non  assumpsit,  and  a  verdict  was  found  for  the 

enacted,  that  .  '^ 

the  mayor,  re-  plamtiff,  with  £167  damages^  subject  to  the  following 
recorder,  rider-  ^asc,  with  liberty  for  either  party  to  turn  it  into  a  special 

men,  and  com-    ygrdict. 
moncouncilmen 

for  the  time  be-      By  an  act  of  the  47  Geo.  3,  c.  1,  s.  2,  intituled  "An 

ing  of  the  bo-  • 

rough,  the  jus-  Act  for  the  morc  speedy  recovery  of  Small  Debts  in  the 
peace^fo^a  cer-  to^ough  and  parish  of  Bostou^  and  the  hundreds  of  Skir- 
to'^th'J'^hh  ^®^^  ^^^  Kirton,  except  the  parishes  of  Gtosberton  and 
other  persons  Surflect,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln/'  after  reciting  that  the 
tinned,  should  borough  of  Bostou  is  au  aucieut  corporation^  as  well  by 
riontwthwS  prescription  as  charter,  and  also  that  it  would  greatly 
and  that  in  case  tend  to  the  eucouragemeut  of  trade  in  the  said  borough 

ofa  vacancy  i**  ,    .  . 

the  situation  of  and  in  the  said  parishes  and  places,  if  certain  local  acts 
court,°&c,*the    ^^  Parliament  were  repealed,  and  more  extensive  powers 

mayor  and  al- 
dermen of  the 

borough,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  m%jor  part  of  them,  should  appoint  a  successor,  and  that 
until  such  appointment  should  be  made,  the  commissioners  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  should 
nominate  officers  to  do  the  business  of  the  Court.  At  a  meeting  of  the  town  council  of  B.,  spe- 
cially summoned  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  clerk,  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
council,  was  elected  by  the  council,  and  before  the  end  of  the  election  he  tendered  to  the 
mayor  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  town  councillor,  together  with  the  sum  of  £50  as  a  Sne 
on  resignation,  under  5  &  6  WiU.  4,  c.  76,  s.  51.  No  bye-law  had  been  made  to  enforce  a  fine 
on  resignation,  and  therefore  the  mayor  returned  the  £50,  in  the  presence  of  the  council,  after 
the  election.  The  plaintiff's  seat  in  the  council  was  afterwards  filled  by  the  election  of  another 
person,  and  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of  the  town  council,  held  on  the  7th  of  May,  1840,  of  which 
no  notice  had  been  given,  the  plaintiff  was  again  elected  by  the  town  council  i^Hetd,  first, 
that  neither  the  73rd  section  of  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  nor  the  8th  secUon  of  6  &  7  WiU.  4,  c.  105, 
was  applicable  to  this  case. 

Secondly,  that  the  case  was  within  the  72nd  section  of  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76;  the  true  con- 
struction of  which  was,  that  the  body  corporate,  under  that  act,  should  be  trustees  or  commis- 
sioners for  executing,  by  the  town  council,  the  powert  and  provisiotu  of  all  acts  of  Parliament,  of 
which  powert  and  provieiont  the  old  body  corporate,  or  any  of  the  members  thereof,  in  their 
corporate  capacity,  were  sole  commissioners  or  trustees  before  the  election  of  the  town  council: 
and  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  were,  by  the  local  act,  sole  trustees  or  commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  the  clerk,  that  their  powers  devolved  upon  the  town  council,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  duly  elected  at  the  first  meeting:  that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
the  plaintiff's  resignation  of  the  office  of  town  councillor  was  sufficient  i  but  that  if  it  was  not, 
his  election  to  the  office  of  clerk  had  the  effect  of  vacating  his  office  of  town  councillor. 
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vested  in  commissioners,  to  hear  and  determine  plaints  con-  £jrcA.  ^  Pleat, 
ceming  debts  not  exceeding  £5,  arising  within  the  said  bo-  *  ^ 

rongh  and  parish  of  Boston^  and  the  said  hundreds  of  Skir-  Stamiland 
beck  and  Kirton,  except  the  parishes  of  Gbsberton  and  Hopunb. 
Surfleet^  it  was  enacted^  ''That  the  mayor^  recorder^  de- 
puty recorder^  aldermen^  and  common  councihnen  of  the 
said  borough  of  Boston  for  the  time  being,  the  several  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  the  parts  of  Holland  in  the  said 
county  for  the  time  being,  residing  in  and  acting  for  the 
said  parts,  the  several  ministers  of  the  parish  churches 
within  the  said  hundreds  of  Kirton  and  Skirbeck,  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  several  other  persons  therein  named, 
should  be  and  they  were  thereby  appointed  commissioners, 
and  they  and  their  successors  were  thereby  constituted  a 
court  of  justice,  by  the  name  of  the  Court  of  Requests  for  the 
borough  and  parish  of  Boston,  and  the  hundreds  of  Skir- 
beck  and  Kirton,  except  ftc.,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln ;  and 
the  said  commissioners  were  thereby  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  meet  and  assemble,  and  to  hold  the  said  Court 
on  Monday  in  every  week,  in  the  Guildhall  of  the  said 
borough,  or  in  some  other  convenient  place  within  the  said 
borough,  to  be  appointed  by  the  major  part  of  the  said 
commissioners  for  that  purpose  assembled;  that  the  first 
meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  should  be  holden  on  the 
third  Monday  next  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  and  the 
commissioners  present  should  elect  a  chairman  for  that 
meeting,  and  so  at  each  succeeding  meeting;  and  the  said 
commissioners,  or  the  migor  part  of  them  who  should  be 
present  at  siich  meetings,  not  being  less  than  three,  (ex- 
cept as  thereinafter  mentioned),  were  thereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  all  such  actions  and 
causes  as  were  thereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  give  such 
judgments,  and  to  make  such  orders  and  decrees  therein, 
and  to  award  execution  thereupon,  with  the  costs,  against 
the  body  or  bodies,  or  against  the  goods  of  all  and  every 
other  the  person  and  persons  against  whom  they  should 

n2 
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Exch.  of  Pleat,  give  BXij  Bucli  judgments^  or  make  any  order  or  decree  as 
w  J'  .  should  to  them  seem  just  in  law  or  equity ;  and  in  case  of 
Staniland  any  equality  of  votes  in  any  action,  cause,  or  question 
Hopkins,  before  the  said  commissioners,  the  said  chairman,  so 
elected,  should  have  the  casting  vote ;  and  if  it  should  hap- 
pen that  no  chairman  should  have  been  previously  elected 
at  that  meeting,  then  and  in  every  such  case  the  commis- 
sioner present,  who  should  stand  first  in  the  list  of  names 
of  the  said  commissioners,  should  have  the  decisive  or 
casting  vote.  And  it  was  thereby  further  enacted,  that 
when  and  as  often  as  it  should  happen  that  the  office  of 
clerk,  or  serjeant,  or  crier,  or  any  other  officer  or  officers, 
should  become  vacant,  either  through  misbehaviour,  death, 
or  resignation,  suspension,  dismission,  removal,  or  inca- 
pacity, then  and  in  every  such  case  it  should  and  might 
be  lawful  for  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  borough 
of  Boston  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
and  they  were  thereby  required  to  nominate  and  appoint 
another  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  clerk,  or  serjeant,  or 
crier,  or  other  officer  or  officers  of  and  in  the  said  Court 
of  Requests  during  his  and  their  good  behaviour,  and 
until  such  nomination  and  appointments  should  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  the  said 
commissioners  of  the  said  Court  of  Requests,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  to  appoint  such 
officers  respectively  to  do  the  business  of  the  said  Court 
until  such  nomination  and  appointment  should  firom  time 
to  time  be  made  as  aforesaid;  and  all  persons  so  appointed 
by  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  should 
be  and  be  deemed  to  be  (during  such  time  as  they  shoxdd 
respectively  act)  officers  under  the  said  act,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  entitled  to  aU  the  advan- 
tages and  emoluments  specified  in  the  said  act,  and  should 
be  subject  to  be  removed  from  their  offices  in  like  manner 
as  the  officers  firom  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  by  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  borough  of  Boston  as 
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aforesaid,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  time  being,  ^EmA.  o/  p/m, 
were  subject  to  be  removed/'  - 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  act,  the  commissioners     Stanilawd 
had  power  to  remove  the  clerk  for  misbehaviour,   and,      HoFKixct. 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to 
appoint  a  deputy  during  his  removal.    A  copy  of  the 
above-mentioned  act  accompanied  and  was  to  form  part  of 
this  case. 

The  council  of  the  said  borough,  at  the  time  of  the 
several  elections  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  respec- 
tively, as  hereinafter  mentioned,  had  not  appointed  any 
of  their  body,  under  the  73rd  section  of  the  6  &  6  Will.  4, 
c.  76,  to  execute  the  powers,  duties,  and  functions  reposed 
in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  by  the  above  statute,  or  to 
act  as  commissioners  under  the  above  statute.  On  the 
28rd  of  November,  1839,  Mr.  Francis  Thirkill,  the  derk 
of  the  said  Court,  died,  and  the  office  thereby  became  va* 
cant.  On  the  2nd  of  December,  1839,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  town  council,  specially  summoned  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  clerk  to  the  said  Court,  the  defendant  was  first 
elected  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  only,  after  which  an 
election  took  place  before  the  town  council,  at  which  both 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  were  candidates.  Th^ 
were  both  members  of  the  town  councO,  and  out  of  cour- 
tesy they  each  voted  for  the  other  at  the  election  of  the 
town  council.  Immediately  after  the  plaintiff  had  voted 
for  the  defendant,  and  before  the  election  was  com- 
pleted, he  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  mayor,  in  a  let- 
ter, with  £60.  The  mayor  afterwards  returned  the  £50. 
The  plaintiff  was  elected  by  the  council,  eleven  mem- 
bers of  the  council  voting  for  the  plaintiff,  and  ten  for 
the  defendant.  There  was  no  bye-law  to  enforce  a  fine 
on  resignation ;  and  therefore  the  mayor  returned  the  £50 
in  the  presence  of  the  council  after  the  election.  Af- 
terwards, on  the  12th  of  December,  the  plaintiff's  seat 
at  the  council  was  filled  by  an  election  of  Mr,  Wedd  by 
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Exeh,  vf  Pinut  the  burgesses  of  the  same  ward.    At  a  quarterly  meeting 

-   ^      -     of  the  town  council,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1840,  the  plain- 

Stamilamd     tiff  was  re-elected  by  the  council.    No  preyioua  notice  had 

Hopuifs.      been  given  of  the  intention  to  elect  a  clerk  of  the  C!ourt  of 

Bequests  at  that  meeting.    The  defendant  has  always,  since 

his  election  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  acted  as  derk  of 

the  said  court,  and  has  received  fees  to  the  amount  of  £167. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  was,  whether 

the  plaintiff  had  been  duly  elected  clerk  of  the  said  court ; 

if  so,  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  to  stand;  otherwise 

a  verdict  was  to  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 

The  case  was  argued  early  in  this  Term  (Nov.  10),  by 

Hill,  for  the  plaintiff. — ^The  main  question  in  this  case  is, 
in  whom  the  right  of  election  is  vested.  The  Boston  Court 
of  Bequests  Act  enacts, "  that  the  mayor,  recorder,  d^uty 
recorder,  aldermen,  and  common  coundhnen  of  the  Borough 
of  Boston,  with  the  justices  of  Holland,  the  ministers  of 
certain  parishes,  and  several  other  persons  named  in  the  act, 
shall  be  commissioners  of  the  court  f*  and  it  also  enacts, 
''that  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  derk,  or  Ser- 
jeant, or  crier,  ftc.,  of  such  court,  it  should  be  lawful  for 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  said  borough  of  Boston  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  thqr  are 
thereby  required  to  n<»ninate  and  appoint  another  fit  and 
proper  person  for  that  purpose.^'  That  power,  which  was 
formerly  vested  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  the  plaintiff 
contends,  is  now  vested,  by  the  Munidpal  Corporation 
Act,  in  the  town  council,  and  they  having  i^pointed  him 
to  the  office  in  question,  his  appointment  is  valid.  The 
case  falls  within  the  72nd  section  of  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76, 
which  enacts,  ''  that  the  body  corporate  named  in  the 
said  schedules  (A)  and  (B)  in  conjunction  with  any  bo- 
rough, shall  be  trustees  for  executing,  by  the  coundl  of 
such  borough,  the  powers  and  provisions  of  all  acts  of  Par- 
liament made  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  (other  than 
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acts  miide  for  securing  charitable  uses  and  trusts),  and  of  E»ek.  rf  PUat, 
aU  trusts  (other  than  charitable  uses  and  trusts)  of  which 
the  said  body  corporate,  or  any  of  the  members  th^eof 
in  their  corp(»rate  capacity^  was  or  were  sole  trustees  be- 
fore the  time  of  the  first  election  of  councillors  in  such 
borough  under  this  act/'  The  effect  of  that  section  is  to 
vest  in  the  town  council  the  execution  of  all  the  powers 
and  provisions  of  all  acts  of  Parliament  made  before  the 
passing  of  the  Municipal  Act,  of  which  powers  and  provi- 
sions the  old  corporations  were  the  sole  trustees  and  (by 
the  interpretation  clause,  section  142)  commissioners.  The 
73rd  section  enacts,  '^  that  in  every  borough  in  which  the 
body  corporate  &c.  was  or  were  before  the  passing  of  this 
act  trustees,  jointly  with  other  trustees,  for  the  execution 
of  any  act  of  Parliament,  or  of  any  trust,  or  in  which  the 
body  corporate  &c.  by  any  statute,  charter,  bye-law,  or 
custom,  was  or  were  before  the  passing  of  this  act  lawfully 
appmnted  to  or  exercised  any  powers,  duties,  or  functions 
whatsoever,  not  otherwise  herein  provided  for,  the  council 
of  such  borough  diall  appoint  a  like  number  of  council- 
lors to  be  joint  trustees  as  there  were  theretofore  members 
or  nominees  of  such  corporate  body/'  That  section,  there- 
fore, provides  for  two  other  classes  of  cases :  cme  where  the 
old  corporations  were  Joint  trustees  with  other  parties;  the 
other  where  th^  exercised  powers  and  functions  not  other- 
wise provided  for  by  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act.  The 
appointment  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  under  the  local 
Act  was  vested  solely  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  who 
were  trustees  of  the  powers  and  provisions  of  the  local 
Act,  and  therefore  it  now  vests  in  the  town  council  under 
the  72nd  section.  The  argument  on  the  other  side  is,  that 
the  town  council  have  no  right  to  appoint  the  clerk;  ac- 
cording to  their  construction  of  the  72nd  section,  the  town 
councQ  have  only  a  right  to  interfere  in  cases  where  the 
old  corporations  were  the  trustees  of  entire  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  merely  of  some  of  the  powers  and  provi- 
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Erek.  of  Phot,  sions  contained  therein ;  and  that  as  the  mayor  and  alder* 


1841. 


men  of  the  old  corporation  were  the  commissionersj  not 
Staniland     of  the  whole  act  of  Parliamenti  but  only  of  that  part  relat- 


r 


HoFKiNt.  ing  to  the  election  of  the  clerk  and  officers  of  the  Courts 
the  case  falls  within  the  78rd  section :  and  it  will  be  con- 
tended that  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  town  council  to  appoint 
a  certain  nnmber  of  their  own  body^  in  whom  the  right  of 
electing  the  clerk  should  vest.  That  construction^  how- 
ever, is  at  variance  both  with  the  grammatical  interpreta- 
tion  of  the  section,  and  the  object  and  purposes  of  the  act. 
Whatever  was  the  intention  of  the  last  clause  of  the  78rd 
section,  it  clearly  refers  to  other  duties  and  cases  than 
those  mentioned  in  the  72nd  section. 

Secondly,  the  plaintiff  was  twice  elected :  first,  on  the 
2nd  of  December,  1839,  by  the  town  council,  at  a  meet- 
ing specially  convened  for  that  purpose,  pursuant  to  the 
69th  section  of  6  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76 ;  and  secondly,  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1840,  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of  the  town 
council,  of  which,  however,  no  notice  was  given.  But  no 
notice  was  necessary,  for  the  election  of  clerk  fell  within 
the  description  of  general  business,  which,  by  the  69th 
section,  might  be  transacted  at  a  quarterly  meeting  with- 
out notice,  or  might  be  transacted  at  a  quarterly  meeting 
by  the  town  council  under  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  105,  s.  8,  which 
provides  that  the  town  council  may  do  at  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing ''  every  thing  provided  under  any  local  act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  be  done  exclusively  by  any  particular  or  limited 
number,  class,  or  description  of  the  members  of  any 
body  corporate  named  in  the  schedules  (A)  and  (B)  an- 
nexed to  the  said  act.'^  The  quarterly  meeting,  there- 
fore, had  jurisdiction  and  exercised  it  properly,  and  no 
notice  of  those  meetings  was  necessary,  as  they  are  fixed 
by  the  act. 

But,  thirdly,  it  will  be  said  that  the  plaintiff,  being  a 
member  of  the  town  council  at  the  time  the  election 
began,  was  ineligible,  because  the  town  council  as  com- 
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missioiien  had  power  to  remove  officers  of  the  Court  of  E»^.  tf  p/m«, 
Bequests^  and  he  had  thereby  a  control  over  his  own  re-  ^  ^  . 
movaL  But  the  answer  to  that  is,  that  at  common  law  Stanilano 
the  fonctions  of  clerk  and  town  councillor  are  not  incom-  Hopkims. 
patible ;  and  that  the  town  council  have  joint  and  not  ex- 
clusive powers  of  removing  officers,  the  power  of  removal 
being  in  the  commissioners  generally,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  local  act.  \PaTkej  B. — ^The  town  council  are  to 
elect  commissioners  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  joint  commis- 
sioners with  the  justices.  If  the  plaintiff  continues  a 
member  of  the  town  council,  there  is  a  difficulty  in  saying 
that  he  is  eligible  as  derk,  because  he  would  have  the 
light  of  voting  for  the  commissioners,  who  have  the  power 
of  appointment  as  to  himself.]  If  the  offices  are  incom- 
patible, his  office  of  town  councillor  would  be  vacated.  In 
Bitx  V.  Tizzard  (a),  where,  in  the  borough  of  Weymouth, 
the  appointment  of  the  town  clerk  was  in  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  bailiffs,  to  hold  the  office  during  their 
pleasure,  with  a  salary  which  they  had  power  to  alter  in 
amount  or  withdraw  altogether;  and  one  of  the  town 
clerk's  duties  was  to  attend  all  corporate  meetings  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  &c.,  and  draw  up  minutes  of  their 
proceedings  under  their  inspection :  it  was  held  that  the 
offices  of  alderman  and  town  clerk  were  incompatible, 
because  he  would  fill  the  situation  of  master  and  ser- 
vant, and  that  an  alderman  by  accepting  the  latter  vacat- 
ed the  former  office.  That  principle  was  recognised  in 
Rtx  V.  JoneB  (&),  and  also  in  Rex  v.  Pattesan  (c),  where 
the  offices  of  common  councilman  and  town  clerk  wore 
held  not  to  be  incompatible,  because  the  common  council 
were  not  the  masters  of  the  town  derk,  and  had  no  power 
of  removing  him  or  of  fixing  his  salary.  Again,  the 
plaintiff,  before  the  end  of  the  election,  tendered  his  re- 


(a)  9  B.  ft  Cr.  418.  (b)  1  B.  &  Ad.  681. 

(c)  4  B.  &  Ad.  9. 
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Sjeeh.  qf  pieoi,  signation  of  the  office  of  town  conncillor,  which  the  coun- 
cil^ being  by  the  6th  section  of  the  Municipal  Act  5  &  6 
Will.  4  invested  with  all  the  powers  of  the  old  corporation^ 
were  competent  to  accept.  Besides,  the  28th  section  of 
the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  is  applicable  to  this  case.  That  sec- 
tion enacts, "  that  no  person  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected, 
or  to  be  a  councillor  or  alderman''  of  any  such  borough, 
'' during  such  time  as  he  shall  hold  any  office  or  place  of  pro- 
fit other  than  that  of  mayor,  in  the  gifit  or  disposal  of  the 
council  of  such  borough.''  This  is  a  place  of  profit  in  the 
gift  of  the  council,  and  might  be  given  by  them  to  the 
plaintiff.  There  is  nothing  in  the  act  to  prevent  the  town 
council  from  conferring  such  a  place  upon  one  of  their  own 
body.  The  effect  of  this  section  is,  to  disqualify  the 
holder  of  a  place  of  profit  from  being  elected  a  town  coun- 
cillor, and  as  soon  as  he  is  elected  to  such  an  office  he 
would  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  town  council. 

The  SolicUor-Generaly  contri. — ^The  appointment  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Bequests  is  not  in  the  town  council 
of  this  borough.  The  power  to  elect  a  clerk  was,  by  the 
local  Act,  in  a  portion  only  of  the  corporation.  This  case 
does  not  fall  within  the  72nd  section,  as  that  was  in- 
tended to  apply  to  cases  where  the  whole  corporation  were 
the  sole  trustees  of  "  acts  of  Parliament"  or  of  "  trusts." 
Here  the  mayor  and  aldermen  were  not  the  sole  trustees 
of  the  local  act  of  Parliament,  for  the  other  commis- 
sioners were  associated  with  them  in  its  execution.  The 
case  comes  within  the  78rd  section,  which  applies  to  cases 
where  the  old  corporation  were  trustees  yotn^/y  with  other 
persons,  or  where  a  limited  number  of  them  were  by  any 
statute,  bye-law,  or  custom,  ''appointed  to  or  exercised 
any  powers,  duties,  or  functions  whatsoever,  not  otherwise 
herein  provided  for."  The  use  of  the  word  statute  shews 
that  the  powers  there  alluded  to  are  not  those  of  a  corpo- 
rate nature  only.    The  town  council  ought  to  have  ap- 


KICHASLMAB   TBBM^  5  VICT.  187 

pointed  aa  equal  number  of  their  own  body  with  those  of  AreA.^PiMff, 


1841. 


the  old  corporation,  who  before  had  the  power  to  elect  the 

derk  of  the  Court  of  Bequests.     It  may  well  be  con-     STANtLAWp 

ceived  that  the  legislature  intended  that  the  ten  or  twelve      Hopkimi. 

persons,  who  constituted  the  body  of  mayor  and  aldermen, 

were  proper  persons  to  make  the  appointment,  and  not 

that  a  meeting  of  the  whole  town  council  should  proceed 

to  a  general  election  of  the  derk.    It  is  clear  that  the 

right  to  nominate  the  derk  is  not  in  the  town  council,  but 

in  a  limited  number  to  be  appointed  by  them. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  case  may  fall  within  the  6  &  7 
Will.  4,  c.  105,  8. 8,  which  enacts,  '^  that  every  thing  pro- 
vided, under  any  local  act  of  Parliament,  to  be  done  exclu^ 
riody  by  any  particular  or  limited  number,  class,  or  de- 
scription of  the  members  of  any  body  corporate  named  in 
the  sdiedules  (A)  and  (B)  annexed  to  the  said  act  for  re- 
gulating corporations,  the  continuance  of  which  is  not 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  also 
every  thing  provided  in  any  such  local  acts  to  be  done  by 
the  justioes,  or  by  some  particular  class  or  description  of 
members  of  such  body  corporate,  being  justices,  at  some 
court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  assembled,  and  which 
does  not  relale  to  the  businesi  of  a  Court  of  criminal  or 
mU  judicaJtwte,  shall  and  may  be  done  by  the  coundl  at 
some  quarterly  meeting  of  the  council,  or  by  some  com- 
mittee fA  the  council,  or  any  three  or  more  of  such  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
council.''  It  is  said  that  this  is  something  done  esechmvely 
under  a  local  act  of  parliament  by  a  limited  number  of 
the  body  corporate,  "  which  does  not  relate  to  the  busi- 
ness of  a  Court  of  civil  or  criminal  judicature.''  But 
that  is  not  so;  for,  first,  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  was 
not  a  thing  to  be  done  under  the  local  act  exdutiody  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen ;  for  the  commissioners  generally, 
or  any  three  of  them,  had  the  power  to  nominate  a  clerk 
until  the  mayor  and  aldermen  have  made  the  appointment; 
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Eapeh.  qfPi€M,  secondly,  that  section  is  not  in  the  pLiintiff 's  favour,  be- 
'  ^  cause  the  words  ^f  which  does  not  relate  to  the  business  of 
Stamilamo  a  C!ourt  of  criminal  or  civil  judicature/'  override  the  whole 
HoFKiKB.  of  the  clause^  and  then  the  true  construction  of  the  clause 
iSj  that  the  town  council  shall  execute  no  functions  which 
relate  to  the  criminal  or  civil  business  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice; the  object  being  to  prevent  the  town  council  from 
interfering  with  the  administration  of  justice.  [Parke,  B. 
— The  legislature  seem  to  have  thought^  that  by  trans- 
ferring all  the  business  of  a  Court  of  criminal  and  civil 
judicature  to  the  recorder^  and  all  the  other  business  done 
by  justices  at  quarter  sessions^  not  relating  to  criminal  or 
civil  judicature,  to  the  council,  they  had  disposed  of  the  whole 
business.]  The  words  ''relating  to  a  Court  of  criminal  or 
dvil  judicature/'  it  in  submitted,  extend  to  the  whole  of 
the  section,  and  then  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Bequests  is  a  matter  which  relates  ''to  the  busi- 
ness of  a  court  of  civil  judicature,''  and  therefore  does  not 
belong  to  the  town  council.  In  Palmer  v.  Powell  (a),  it 
was  held  that  the  fees  of  the  assessor  and  clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Bequests  did  relate  to  the  business  of  a  Court 
of  dvil  judicature,  and  therefore  that  the  town  council  had 
no  authority  to  reduce  them.  The  words  "  business  of  a 
court"  cannot  be  confined  to  its  mere  judicial  business. 
The  derk  transacts  the  whole  ministerial  business  of  the 
court.  The  object  of  the  legislature  was  to  prevent  this 
large  body  of  persons  from  interfering  with  anything  re- 
lating to  the  business  of  a  court  or  the  appointment  of  its 
officers.  Suppose,  under  the  local  act,  the  mayor  had 
been  a  judge  of  the  court,  could  it  be  contended  that  the 
town  coimcil  would  be  the  judges,  and  have  power  by 
vote  at  their  quarterly  meetings  to  sentence  criminals  to 
transportation?  There  would  be  no  end  to  the  absurdi- 
ties that  would  follow  if  this  is  held  to  apply  to  the  mem- 

(a)  6  M.  &  W.  627. 
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bew  of  the  corporate  body.     [Roffe,  B. — ^By  the  11 8th  Exek.  of  PUa*, 


section  of  the  5  &  6  Will.  4^  c.  76,  the  town  council  have 
the  power  in  certfdn  cases  of  appointing  the  necessary 
oflBcer,  other  than  the  recorder,  for  the  trial  of  civil  actions. 
That  seems  to  shew  that  the  object  of  the  legislature  was 
not  to  exclude  the  town  council  from  the  appointment.] 
It  perhaps  might  be  more  correct  to  argue  on  behalf  of 
the  defendant,  that,  as  this  power  is  before  vested  in  other 
persons,  the  8th  section  does  not  apply  to  this  case  at  all, 
but  to  those  cases  only  which  are  omitted  in  the  73rd  and 
other  sections  of  the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76.  If  this  case  is 
within  the  Municipal  Act  at  all,  it  is  within  the  73rd  sec- 
tion and  not  within  the  72nd. 

Then  with  respect  to  the  objection  that  the  plaintiff  at 
the  time  of  the  election  was  a  member  of  the  town  coun- 
cQ.  The  offices  of  town  councillor  and  clerk  of  the  court 
are  incompatible;  for  the  plaintiff,  in  his  capacity  of  town 
councillor,  would,  under  the  provisions  of  the  local  act, 
have  a  voice  if  a  question  as  to  his  own  removal  should 
arise,  and  might  thereby  keep  himself  in  office.  In  Rex  v. 
Paitesan,  it  is  laid  down  that  the  acceptance  of  an  incom- 
patible office  does  not  operate  as  an  avoidance  of  a  former 
office,  where  the  party  cannot  divest  himself  of  that  office 
by  his  own  act.  These  offices  being  incompatible,  the 
plaintiff  was  therefore  ineligible.  He  could  not  resign 
Us  office  into  the  hands  of  the  burgesses,  who  have  the 
election  of  the  town  councillors,  for  they  had  no  power  to 
meet  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  his  resignation,  and 'the 
council  had  no  power  to  accept  his  resignation,  nor  could 
he  resign  his  office  at  all  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease.  By  the  51st  section  of  6  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  a  councillor  when  elected  shall  accept  the  office, 
or  in  lieu  thereof  shall  pay  such  fine,  not  exceeding  £50, 
as  the  council  by  a  bye-law  shall  declare.  In  this  case  no 
bye-law  had  been  made  fixing  the  sum  to  be  paid  on  re- 
signation; it  could  not  therefore  be  paid,  and  no  resigna- 
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Bstk.  of  PUai,  tion  could  take  place.     Then  the  seoand  election  is  void, 
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because  there  was  no  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  town 

council;  for  the  appointment  of  a  derk  of  the  Court  of 
Bequests  is  not  such  ''  general  business'^  of  the  corporation 
as  by  the  69th  section  may  be  transacted  without  notice. 
But  it  is  contended  that  the  plaintiff's  ofSce  of  town  coun- 
cillor was  vacated  and  made  void  by  his  acceptance  of  an 
office  of  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  town  council;  but  if  the 
office  of  town  councillor  could  not  be  got  rid  of  directly  by 
resignation,  neither  could  it  by  indirect  means :  and  the 
plaintiff  was  therefore  ineligible. 

Hill  replied. 

Cur.  ady.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abinobb,  C.  B. — The  plaintiff  in  this  case  claims 
to  be  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts 
for  the  Borough  of  Boston,  and  certain  hundreds  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln.  His  title  to  that  office  depends  upon 
two  questions : — ^first,  whether  the  town  council  of  Boston 
had  the  power  of  appointing  that  officer;  and  secondly, 
whether  he  was  ineligible  by  reason  of  having  been  at  the 
time  of  the  election  a  member  of  the  town  council.  By 
the  local  Act,  47  Geo.  8,  establishing  the  small  debts 
court  above  mentioned,  the  mayor,  recorder,  deputy  re- 
corder, aldermen,  and  common  councilmen  of  Boston,  and 
several  other  persons  therein  named,  were  made  commis- 
sioners of  the  court.  On  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  derk 
of  the  court,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Boston  had  power 
to  nominate  his  successor,  whenever  such  nomination  should 
be  made,  and  the  commissioners  at  large  were  to  appoint 
an  officer  to  act  in  the  meantime ;  and  the  clerk  was  liable 
to  be  removed  for  misbehaviour  by  the  commissioners,  act- 
ing in  open  court,  and  they  might  appoint  a  deputy  during 
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his  absence,  subject  to  the  ccmtrol  of  the  mijor  and  alder-  Bmh.  of  PUas, 
men  only.  A  vacancy  having  occurred  in  the  oflSce  of  clerk,     ^  ^^^'   . 
the  town  council  proceeded  to  an  election  without  haying     Staniland 
at  any  previous  time  named  an  equal  or  any  number      Hofktks. 
of  persons  to  act  as  commissioners,  and  the  first  and  most 
important  question  in  the  case  is,  whether  they  were  le- 
gally empowered  to  elect.    This  appears  to  us  to  depend 
upon  the  construction  of  the  72nd  clause  of  the  Municipal 
Act,  which  provides, — *'  that  the  body  corporate  named  in 
the  said  schedules  (A.)  and  (B.),  in  conjunction  with  any 
borough,  shall  be  trustees  for  executing,  by  the  council  of 
such  borough,  the  powers  and  provisions  of  all  acts  of  Par- 
liament made  before  the  passing  of  this  act  (other  than 
acts  made  for  securing  charitable  uses  and  trusts),  and  of 
all  trusts  (other  than  charitable  uses  and  trusts)  of  which 
the  said  body  corporate,  or  any  of  the  members  thereof  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  was  or  were  sole  trustees  before 
the  time  of  the  first  election  of  councillors  in  such  borough 
under  this  act.''    Now  we  think  that  the  72nd  clause  may 
reasonably  be  construed  so  as  to  bring  the  present  case 
within  its  pit>risions ;  and  if  so,  the  73rd  clause,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  much  argument,  and  the  object  of 
which  (the  latter  part  of  it)  is  very  obscure,  is  put  out  of 
the  question,  because  the  only  thing  very  certain  in  that 
clause  is,  that  it  does  not  apply  to  any  case  before  provided 
for  by  that  act.    If,  therefore,  the  particular  case  has  been 
before  provided  for,  we  ought  not  to  search  into  the  73rd 
clause  for  adifiTerent  provision,  nor  for  doubts  to  be  thrown 
on  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  preceding  clause.   If  then, 
for  the  purpose  of  construing  the  72nd  clause,  we  call  in  aid 
the  interpretation  clause,  sect.  142,  by  which  it  is  provided 
that  the  word  "  trustees''  shall  be  taken  to  mean  not  only 
trustees,  but  *^  commissioners  or  directors,  or  the  person 
chao^ed  with  the  execution  of  a  trust  or  public  duty,"  we  may 
read  the  dause  thus : — "  The  body  corporate  of  each  borough 
shall  be  trustees  and  commissioners  for  executing,  or  shall  be 
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Eceft.  4  PkMt,  charged  with  the  duty  of  executing^  by  the  council  of  such 
borough,  the  powers  and  provisions  of  all  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment now  made,  and  of  all  trusts,  of  which  powers  and 
provisions,  or  trusts,  the  body  corporate,  or  any  of  the 
members  thereof  in  their  corporate  capacity,  was  or  were 
sole  commissioners  or  trustees  respectively,  or  were  solely 
charged  with  the  duty  of  executing  them,  before  the  time 
of  the  first  election  of  councillors  in  such  borough.''  A.nd 
this,  we  think,  is  the  true  mode  of  construing  the  clause. 
It  is  however  contended,  that,  by  the  grammatical  con- 
struction of  the  72nd  section,  the  relative  "  which''  applies 
to  the  next  antecedent,  namely,  **  acts  of  Parliament,"  and 
not  to  "  powers  and  provisions,"  and  that  the  section, 
therefore,  must  be  read  as  applying  only  to  those  cases  in 
which  the  body  corporate,  or  a  part  of  it,  are  sole  commis- 
sioners in  an  act  of  Parliament,  or  solely  charged  with  the 
duty  of  executing  all  the  powers  of  it;  but,  besides  the 
objection  to  this  construction,  that  there  is  probably  no 
act  of  Parliament  in  which  a  corporate  body,  or  a  part  of 
it,  is  solely  charged  with  all  the  duties  prescribed  by  it,  the 
relative  may,  without  any  impropriety,  refer  to  ''  all  powers 
and  provisions,"  and  not  to  the  words  "  all  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment;" and  the  more  so,  as  full  operation  is  thereby  given 
to  this  section,  which,  in  the  more  limited  construction, 
would  be  hardly  applicable  to  any  case  whatever.  It  is 
true  that,  in  strict  grammatical  construction,  the  relative 
ought  to  apply  to  the  last  antecedent;  but  there  are  nu- 
merous examples  in  the  best  writers  to  shew,  that  the 
context  may  often  require  a  deviation  from  this  rule,  and 
that  the  relative  may  be  connected  with  nouns  which  go 
before  the  last  antecedent,  and  either  take  from  it  or  give 
to  it  some  qualification.  Suppose,  for  example,  this  phrase 
— ''If  there  be  any  powers  or  provisions  of  an  act  of  Par- 
liament, of  which  the  corporation  are  sole  commissioners 
for  executing," — is  it  not  obvious  here  that  the  relative 
''  which"  refers  to  the  ''  powers  and  provisions,"  and  not 
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to  the  "  act  of  ParKament?''  So  in  the  72nd  clanse,  the  JSxch.  of  puas, 

1841 
▼ords  "  sole  trustees/'  when  properly  interpreted^  mean^ 

with  reference  to  the  powers  and  provisions  of  acts  of  Par- 
liament^ sole  commissioners  for  executing  them.  If,  then, 
the  clause  in  question  may  properly  be  read  in  this  way, 
which  we  think  it  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  town 
council  were  entitled  to  elect  the  clerk,  provided  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  were  before,  by  the  local  act,  sole  commis- 
sioners for  that  purpose,  or  solely  charged  with  the  duty 
of  appointing  the  clerk;  and  we  are  all  of  opinion  that 
they  were,  because,  although  the  other  commissioners  were 
authorized  to  appoint  ad  interim,  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
alone  could  appoint  absolutely.  Upon  the  true  construc- 
tion of  the  72nd  section,  the  right  of  nomination  and 
election  was  in  the  town  council,  and  if  they  duly  elected 
the  plaintiff  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  2nd  December, 
1889,  his  title  to  the  office  is  good,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
consider  whether  it  could  have  been  maintained  by  the 
subsequent  election  on  the  7th  May,  1840,  which  took 
place  by  virtue  of  the  8th  section  of  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  105, 
for  this  section  is  admitted  to  give  an  additional  power  to 
the  town  council,  and  not  to  repeal  or  alter  the  powers 
given  before :  and  we  all  think  that  he  was  duly  elected  at 
the  first  meeting. 

The  next  objection  to  the  election  was,  that  when  the 
meeting  commenced,  the  plaintiff  was  a  member  of  the 
town  council,  and  was  therefore  ineligible  to  the  office  of 
clerk  of  the  Court  of  Bequests,  that  office  being  incom- 
patible with  the  office  of  town  councillor,  and  that  dis- 
ability not  having  been  removed  when  the  election  took 
place.  But  if  the  offices  were  incompatible,  as  we  think 
they  were,  by  reason  of  the  control  over  the  clerk  given 
by  the  10th  section  of  the  local  act  to  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men, and  consequently,  for  the  reasons  before  given,  trans- 
ferred to  the  town  council  as  their  substitute,  the  question 
still  remains,  whether  the  effect  of  such  incompatibility 
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jBMh.  of  PUatf  was  to  render  a  town  councillor  ineligible,  or  whether  the 
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*  ^  election  and  acceptance  of  the  oflSce  of  clerk  absolutely 
Staniland  vacated  the  office  of  town  councillor.  It  has  been  argued^ 
Hopkins,  on  the  one  hand^  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  resign  his 
office  of  town  councillor,  because  no  bje-law  had  been 
made  to  impose  a  fine  for  the  non-acceptance  of  the  office^ 
and  by  the  8th  section  of  the  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  105,  the 
power  of  resignation  there  given  is  only  conditional  on  the 
party  paying  such  fine  as  shall  have  been  imposed  on  him 
for  non-acceptance  of  the  office.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
was  said  that  a  power  of  resignation  to  those  who  were 
competent  to  accept  it,  is  by  the  common  law  incident  to 
every  corporate  office ;  that  the  8th  section  of  6  &  7  Will.  4, 
c.  105,  was  intended  to  extend  that  power  to  cases  where 
the  acceptance  might  be  refused;  that  the  town  council 
were  the  only  body  now  competent  to  accept  the  resigna- 
tion, and  that  the  law  has  been  settled,  that  the  appoint- 
ment to  an  office  incompatible  with  one  held  before  by  the 
same  person,  makes  ipso  facto  the  first  ofiice  vacant,  pro- 
vided the  person  appointing  was  competent  to  have  re- 
ceived the  resignation  of  the  first  office.  It  was  said, 
moreover,  that  the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  did  not  make  it 
imperative  on  the  town  council  to  make  any  bye-law  to 
impose  a  fine  for  the  non-acceptance  of  office,  and  that  it 
never  could  be  intended  that  the  majority  of  that  body 
should  have  the  power,  by  refusing  to  make  such  bye-law, 
to  control  the  right  of  resignation  intended  by  the  last 
statute  to  be  given  to  officers,  whether  the  town  council 
chose  to  accept  the  resignation  or  not ;  and  then,  having 
made  no  bye-law  to  impose  a  fine  for  non-acceptance, 
the  party  elected  might  either  refuse  to  accept  the  office, 
or,  having  accepted  it,  might  resign  without  paying  any 
fine. 

Again,  it  was  insisted  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that 
as,  by  the  28th  section  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act, 
no  one  could  be  elected  or  be  a  town  councillor,  during  the 
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time  that  he  should  hold  an  office  of  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  iBmA.  of  PUas, 
town  council;  it  must  be  inferred  that  the  town  councillor  '  ^ 

was  incapable  of  being  elected  to  such  office^  and  if  so^  that  Stanilavd 
the  present  election  was  void.  To  which  it  waa  answered,  Hopkins. 
that  the  effect  of  this  clause  was  not  to  make  a  town  coun- 
dllor  ineligible,  but  merely  to  vacate  his  office  on  his  ac- 
ceptance of  an  office  of  profit  in  the  gift  of  the  town 
council;  not  to  make  the  election  void,  but  to  make  him 
cease  to  be  a  town  councillor  by  the  very  act  of  accepting 
the  other  office.  The  Court  is  well  aware  of  the  difficulty 
of  putting  a  construction  on  this  act  of  Parliament  which 
is  free  firom  doubt  and  perplexity,  arising  firom  an  en- 
deavour to  frame,  by  one  act  of  Parliament,  one  universal 
charter  for  all  mimicipal  corporations,  and  to  combine  with 
that  object  all  the  principles  of  corporation  law  that  are  to 
be  found  in  a  long  series  of  judicial  decisions.  If  we  are 
wrong  in  the  conclusions  we  have  formed  in  this  case,  it  is 
some  consolation  to  us  to  know  that  it  will  be  open  to  the 
defendant  to  obtain  the  decisions  of  the  other  Judges,  by 
turning  the  case  into  a  special  verdict.  We  are  bound  to 
express  the  best  opinion  we  can  form,  on  both  views  taken 
of  this  latter  branch  of  the  question ;  and  that  opinion  is 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff,  that  his  resignation,  under  all  the 
drcnmstances,  was  sufficient ;  but  that  if  it  was  not,  his 
dection  to  the  office  now  in  question  had  the  effect  of  va- 
cating his  office  of  town  councillor;  and  therefore  our 
judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  (a). 

(a)  See  Eegina  v.  Hopkins,  1  Ad.  &  £.,  N.  S.  161. 
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&eh.  of  Pleatf 
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JVoo.  22.  PURSSOBD  V.  PsEK. 

Assumpsit  on  a  A.SSUMPSIT. — The  declaration  stated^  that  one  S.  Bar- 
drawn*by  one^  l^y.  On  the  28th  February,  1839,  made  his  bill  of  exchange 
acceptcdTb  *Ac  ^^  writing,  and  directed  the  same  to  the  defendant,  and 
defendant,  for  thereby  reqoired  the  defendant  to  pay  to  his  the  said  S. 
three  months  Barley's  order  the  sum  of  dE25,  three  months  after  the 
Plea,  that  after  ^^^  thereof,  which  period  had  elapsed  before  the  com- 
the  bill  became  mencemcnt  of  this  suit,  and  the  defendant  then  accepted 

due,  and  before  '^ 

the  commence-  the  Said  bill,  and  the  said  S.  Barley  then  indorsed  the 
to  wit  &C.,  the'  same  to  the  plaintiff,  of  all  which  the  defendant  then  had 
to*fhe  pUinUff    ^^®  Hotice,  and  then  promised,  &c. 

divers  monies,  Plea,  that  after  the  said  bill  had  become  due  and  pay- 
to  the  amount  . 

of  £17,  and  did  able,  and  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  to  wit, 
work lndu°''^  on  the  29th  of  September,  1840,  the  said  S.  Barley,  in 
!^"'i*^>?V*'  the  said  first  count  of  the  declaration  mentioned,   paid 

lue  of  £8,  in  ...  .  . 

full  satisfaction  to  the  plaintiff  divers  monies  to  a  large  amount,  to  wit, 

of  the'sum'^  to  the  amount  of  £17,  and  did  for  the  plaintiff  work,  and 

biii°TOdficd*  provided  materials  for  the  same,  of  a  large  price  and  value, 

and  of  all  da-  to  wit,  of  the  pricc  and  value  of  £S,  in  full  satisfaction  and 

mages  sus- 
tained by  the     discharge  of  the  said  sum  of  money  in  the  said  bill  speci- 

^er^ff  which  ^^^»  ^^^  ^^  ^^  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by 

cc*7  ?* V^  reason  of  the  non-payment  thereof,  which  payment,  and 

ceiyed  by  the  which  work  and  materials,  were  then  accepted  and  received 

full  satisfaction  hy  the  plaintiff  of  and  from  the  said  S.  Barley,  in  such 

and  further^*  fuU  Satisfaction  and  discharge  as  aforesaid:  and  the  de- 

that  he  the  de-  fendant  further  says,  that  he  accepted  the  said  bill  at  the 

fendant  accept-  __        /  n.-i  .i«t., 

ed  the  bill  at  rcqucst,  and  for  the  accommodation  of  the  said  S.  Barley, 

for^tiw  awom-  ^^^  ^^*  Otherwise,  and  that  there  never  was  any  consi- 

Sc^«dd's*^B  deration  or  value  for  the  payment  by  the  defendant  of 

and  not  other-  the  Said  bill,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  that  the  plaintiff, 

there  never  was  at  the  time  of  the  Commencement  of  this  suit,  held,  and 

any  considera- 
tion or  value  for  the  payment  by  the  defendant  of  the  said  bill,  or  any  part  thereof^  and  that  the 
plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  held  and  now  holds  the  said  bill  without 
any  consideration  or  value  whatever:— //e/d,  that  the  plea  was  bad  for  duplicity. 
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now  holds  the  said  bill  without  any  consideration  or  value  Btek.  of  puatt 

1841 
whatever.    Verification.  ^ 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  causeSj  that  the  said  plea 
is  double  and  multifarious,  and  contains  two  distinct  an- 
swers or  grounds  of  defence,  either  of  which  would,  if  the 
same  were  true,  and  could  not  be  answered  or  avoided, 
constitute  a  bar  to  the  said  action,  as  regards  the  said  first 
count ;  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  is  not  only  alleged  in  the 
said  plea  that  the  said  S.  Barley  paid  the  plaintiff  the  said 
monies,  and  did  the  said  work,  and  provided  the  said  ma* 
terials,  in  the  said  plea  mentioned,  in  fiill  satisfaction  and 
discharge  of  the  said  sum  of  money  in  the  said  bill  spe- 
.dfied,  and  of  all  damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by 
reason  of  the  non-payment  thereof,  and  which  payment, 
and  which  work  and  materials,  were  accepted  and  received 
by  the  plaintiff  in  such  full  satisfaction  and  discharge  as 
aforesaid,  such  facts,  if  true,  being  a  defence  and  answer 
to  the  said  first  count ;  but  it  is  also  averred  and  alleged 
in  the  said  plea  to  the  sidd  first  count,  that  the  defend- 
ant accepted  the  said  bill  at  the  request  and  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  said  S.  Barley,  and  that  there  never 
was  any  consideration  or  value  for  the  payment  thereof  by 
the  said  defendant,  and  that  the  plaintiff  held  and  now 
holds  the  said  bill  without  any  consideration  or  value 
whatsoever,  which  latter  circumstance,  if  true,  would  also 
afford  a  defence  as  regards  the  said  bill.  And  also  for  that 
the  said  plea  to  the  said  first  count  is  repugnant,  and  con- 
tains material  allegations  at  variance  and  inconsistent  with 
each  other,  in  this,  to  wit,  that  although  in  the  first  part 
of  the  said  plea  it  is  alleged  that  the  said  S.  Barley  paid 
and  satisfied  the  said  bill  as  therein  mentioned,  and  there- 
by admitted  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  holder  for  value,  ne- 
vertheless in  the  subsequent  part  of  the  said  first  plea,  the 
defendant  avers  and  alleges  that  the  plaintiff  held  and 
holds  the  said  bill  without  any  value  whatsoever :  and  also 
for  that  the  first  part  of  the  said  plea  to  the  said  first  count 
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Exeh.  of  Pleas,  is  a  plea  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  said  bill  in 

1ft41 

'  ^     that  count  mentioned,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  said  plea 

P0R8SORD      is  a  plea  by  way  of  excuse  for  the  non-payment  of  the  same 

Peek.        bill,  which  is  against  the  rules  of  good  pleading,  and  the 

plaintiff  cannot  take  any  certain  or  safe  issue  on  the  said 

plea. 

Joinder  in  demurrer. 

Hugh  Hill,  in  support  of  the  demurrer,  was  stopped  by 
the  Court,  who  called  on 

JVarren  to  support  the  plea. — ^The  declaration  imports 
that  the  acceptance  was  an  acceptance  for  value,  and  the 
bill  is  negotiable  ad  infinitum  until  it  is  paid  or  satisfied  by 
the  acceptor.  To  constitute  a  complete  defence,  it  was 
necessary  to  shew,  not  only  that  Barley  had  satisfied  the 
plaintiff,  the  indorsee,  the  amount  of  the  bill,  but  also 
that  the  defendant  accepted  it  for  Barley's  accommodation 
and  without  value.  In  Callow  v.  Latorence  (a),  where  the 
drawer  of  a  bill  payable  to  his  own  order,  and  indorsed  by 
him  to  one  Taylor,  and  by  Taylor  to  Bamett,  upon  the 
biU  being  dishonoured,  paid  the  amount  to  Bamett,  who 
struck  out  his  own  and  Taylor's  indorsement,  and  returned 
it  to  the  drawer,  and  the  drawer  afterwards  passed  it  to 
the  plaintiff;  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  might  recover 
against  the  acceptor.  The  biU  is  negotiable  until  it  is  paid 
by  the  acceptor.  In  Hubbard  v.  Jackson  (&),  where  a  bill 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  drawer  was  dishonoiired  by 
the  acceptor,  and  paid  by  the  drawer  when  due;  it  was 
held  that  the  drawer  might  indorse  it  over  a  year  and  a 
half  afterwards,  and  that  his  indorsee  might  recover  against 
the  acceptor.  So  here,  until  the  plea  shewed,  not  only 
that  the  drawer  had  paid  and  satisfied  the  plaintiff  the 
amount  of  the  bill,  but  that  the  defendant  had  accepted  it 
for  the  drawer's  accommodation,  it  was  not  a  complete 

(a)  3  M.  &  Selw.  95.  (6)  4  Bing.  390;   1  Mo.  &  P.  11. 
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defence.  [Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B. — ^Is  it  not  a  complete  defence  BzOt,  rf  puq^ 


to  the  action  by  the  present  plaintiff^  that  Barley  had  sa- 
tisfied the  bill  in  his  hands?]  The  defendant  contends 
that  it  is  not.  It  would  not  appear  from  the  first  part  of 
the  plea  that  the  defendant  was  an  accommodation  accep- 
tor ;  and  then  the  plaintiff  might  sue  as  trustee,  until  the 
bill  was  paid  by  the  acceptor.  The  substance  of  the  plea  is, 
that  the  defendant  accepted  the  bill  for  the  accommodation 
of  Barl^,  and  that  he  satisfied  the  plaintiff  its  amount.  If 
the  plea  had  merely  shewn  satisfaction  by  the  drawer,  the 
plaintiff  might  have  replied  that  he  was  suing  as  his  trustee. 

Hugh  Hill,  contra. — ^The  statement  of  the  acceptance 
not  being  for  value  is  not  set  forth  as  inducement  to  the 
other  matter  alleged.  Those  matters  constitute  two  dis- 
tinct answers.  The  first  is  accord  and  satisfaction,  which  is 
of  itself  a  good  answer.  In  Sard  v.  Rhodes  (a),  a  plea,  to  an 
action  on  a  bill  of  exchange  for  £43  by  an  indorsee  against 
the  acceptor,  that  aft^  the  bill  became  due,  the  drawer 
gave  the  plaintiff  his  promissory  note  for  j644  in  full 
satisfaction,  and  that  the  plaintiff  accepted  it  in  satisfac- 
tion, was  held  to  be  a  good  answer  to  the  action.  [Lord 
Abinffer,  C.  B. — ^The  plea  in  that  case  states,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, that  the  bill  had  been  accepted  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  drawer.]  That  is  so,  but  it  is  so  stated 
merely  by  way  of  inducement  introductory  to  the  satis- 
ftction  by  the  drawer,  and  there  is  no  allegation  as  to 
whether  the  plaintiff  was  a  holder  for  value.  In  Shearm 
V.  Bwmard  {b),  to  an  action  by  the  indorsee  against  the 
maker  of  a  promissory  note,  the  latter  pleaded,  that  before 
the  making  of  the  note  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  hemade 
another  note  for  the  accommodation  of  the  indorser,  who  in- 
dorsed it  to  the  plaintiff;  that  when  it  became  due,  he  the 
defendant  made  the  note  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  and 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  153.  (6)  2  Per.  &  D.  565 ;  10  Ad.  &  £11.  593. 


1841. 


200  CASES   IN   THE   EXCHEQUER, 

Bxch.  of  PUoit  gave  it  to  the  indorser  to  take  up  such  prior  note;  he  then 
^  ^^^'  ^  averred  payment  by  the  indorser  to  the  plaintiff  of  the 
PDR880RD  note  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  and  acceptance  by 
PuK.  ^^  plaintiff:  and  it  was  held,  that  the  only  material 
part  of  the  plea  was  payment  of  the  note  declared  on, 
and  that  all  the  averments  as  to  the  prior  note  were 
surplusage.  And  Littledale,  J.,  there  says: — ''If  the 
whole  averment  as  to  the  first  bill  be  struck  out,  the 
plea  would  afford  an  answer  to  the  action.''  [Parke, 
B. — The  question  is,  whether  the  plaintiff,  who  has  been 
paid  the  amount  of  the  bill,  could  be  the  person  to 
put  the  bill  in  suit  without  more.  In  Callow  v.  Law- 
rence, the  drawer,  after  paying  the  bill,  passed  it  to  the 
plaintiff,  who  sued  the  acceptor  upon  it,  and  was  held 
entitled  to  recover.  This  case  goes  a  step  further.]  The 
very  case  of  Callow  v.  Lawrence  shews  that  this  plea  is 
double,  since  it  first  answers  the  original  title  which  the 
plaintiff  acquired  by  the  indorsement  to^him  from  Barley, 
and  then  professes  to  answer  a  second  title,  which  it 
is  assumed  the  plaintiff  may  have  as  trustee  for  Barley, 
after  Barley  had  satisfied  the  amount  as  alleged  in  the 
plea :  so  that  viewing  the  plea  in  this  light,  it  is  clearly 
double,  since  it  contains  two  answers,  each  being  applicable 
to  a  distinct  title  to  the  amount  of  the  bUl.  If  the  plea 
had  merely  alleged  the  satisfaction  by  Barley,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  relied  on  his  supposed  title  as  trustee,  the  plain- 
tiff should  in  such  case  specially  reply  such  title,  and  then 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  plea 
might  have  been  rejoined.  It  is  however  submitted,  that 
the  latter  part  of  the  plea  must  be  treated  as  a  distinct 
and  separate  answer  to  the  plaintiff^s  title  by  the  indorse- 
ment to  him,  and  that  he  could  not  acquire  a  title  as 
trustee  for  the  drawer,  when  his  own  claim  as  indorsee  was 
satisfied.    In  Bacon  v.  Searles{a),  it  was  held  that  the 

(a)  1  H.  BI.  88. 
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indorsee  of  a  bill  of  exchange^  having  received  part  of  the  ^^wA.  ^f  Pfc«, 
contents  from  the  drawer^  could  not  recover  more  than  the 
residne  firom  the  acceptor;  and  that  where  the  drawer 
pays  the  whole^  the  acceptor  is  entirely  discharged.  There 
Lord  Loughborough  says^  ''When  a  bill  of  exchange  is 
drawn^  the  drawer  orders  the  acceptor  to  pay  so  mnch  of 
his  money  to  a  third  person ;  but  if  he  anticipates  the  ac- 
ceptor^ and  pays  the  money  himself^  he  thereby  releases 
the  acceptor  firom  his  undertaking :  so  that  if  the  acceptor 
were  to  pay  the  bill  after  notice  given  him  that  the  drawer 
had  already  paid  it^  an  action  would  lie  for  the  drawer 
against  the  acceptor  to  recover  back  the  money  so  paid.'' 
Gould,  J.,  saySj  "  The  doctrine  contended  for  would  go  the 
length  of  proving,  that  the  holder  of  a  bill  having  received 
the  whole  money  firom  the  drawer,  might  recover  it  again 
firom  the  acceptor.''  And  Wilson,  J.,  says,  "  The  drawer 
having  paid  part  and  the  acceptor  the  residue,  the  contract 
was  at  an  end,  the  acceptor  being  the  agent  of  the  drawer.'^ 
And  he  adds, — ^''the  plaintiff  has  received  all  the  money, 
and  yet  desires  to  be  a  trustee  for  the  drawer,  and  receive 
again  firom  the  acceptor  that  which  the  drawer  has  paid.'^ 
There  the  doctrine  is  repudiated,  that  after  receiving  pay- 
ment of  the  amount,  the  holder  can  be  trustee  for  the  drawer. 
[Lord  Abmger,  C.  B. — If  that  be  the  principle  of  that  case, 
it  may  be  a  question  whether,  if  it  were  now  considered,  it 
would  not  be  overruled  (a).  Might  not  the  plaintiff  take 
issue  on  either  one  or  the  other  of  the  allegations  in  the 
plea?]  If  he  took  issue  on  one,  the  other  would  be  an 
answer.  [Parke,  B. — Suppose  he  denied  the  accord  and 
satisfaction,  would  the  other  be  an  answer?]  It  is  sub- 
mitted that  it  would.  The  allegation  is  so  extensive  in 
its  character,  that  it  would  let  in  proof  not  merely  that 
there  never  had  been  any  consideration,  but  also  that  the 


(a)  See  Jchm<m  y.  JTeimJoit,  2  Wils.  262:  Reid  v.  Furmval,  1  C.  & 
M.  538. 
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E9ek.  of  Pleas,  cQiisideration  had  wholly  failed.    It  is  true,  the  last  alle- 
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gation  in  the  plea,  if  it  stood  alone  as  an  answer  to  the 
declaration,  would  be  bad  on  special  demurrer;  but  if 
found  by  the  jury  for  the  defendant,  it  would  cleatrly  be 
good  after  yerdict.  It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  to  esta^ 
blish  duplicity  in  a  plea,  to  shew  that  each  part  of  the  plea 
is  well  pleaded:  it  is  sufficient  if  each  of  the  alleged  answers 
would  be  good  after  verdict.  This  is  laid  down  in  Com, 
Dig.  Pleader  (E.  2),  citing  1  Sid.  176,  and  was  recognised 
by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Stephens  v.  Under-- 
teood{a).  In  that  case,  to  an  action  against  the  acceptor 
of  a  bill  of  exchange,  the  defendant  pleaded,  that  he 
made  the  acceptance  by  force  and  duress  of  imprison* 
ment,  and  that  he  never  had  any  value  fot  accepting  or 
paying  the  bill ;  and  it  was  held  that  the  plea  was  bad  for 
duplicity,  though  one  of  the  grounds  of  defence  was  badly 
pleaded.  It  is  therefore  submitted  that,  at  all  events,  th^ 
plea  is  bad  as  containing  two  distinct  answers  to  the  de^ 
claration ;  but,  further,  that  the  position  that  the  plaintiff 
may  claim  as  trustee  for  the  drawer  is  not  tenable.  Upon 
this  last  mentioned  point  it  may  be  also  noticed,  that 
Baconv.  Searks  is  recognised  in  Bayley  on  Bills  (6),  which 
book  on  the  same  point  cites  Pearson  v.  Dunhp  (c),  as 
establishing  that  where  the  drawer  of  a  bill  has  paid  part 
of  the  amount  to  the  holder,  the  holder  cannot  recover 
anything  more  from  the  acceptor  than  the  balance  remain- 
ing due. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  am  disposed  to  come  back  to 
the  opinion  I  originally  entertained,  that  the  plea  is  double. 
The  language  used  at  the  conclusion  of  the  plea,  that  the 
plaintiff  held  the  bill  without  value,  renders  it  double,  and 
although  that  may  be  badly  pleaded  as  an  answer  to  the 
action,  yet  the  plea  is  nevertheless  demurrable  on  that 

(a)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  655;  6  Scott,  (b)  P.  276,4th  Ed. 

402.  (c)  Cowp.  571. 
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ground,     HoweYer^  upon  payment  of  oosta^  and  an  affidavit  Etek.  of  PUat, 
of  merits,  the  defendant  may  amend*  ^  ^^^* 

Pabke,  B. — If  the  allegation  had  been  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  never  held  for  value,  the  plea  would  clearly  have 
been  double, — and  it  is  not  the  less  so  that  the  latter  part 
is  badly  pleaded. 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  amend  on  producing  an  affi- 
davit of  merits,  and  on  payment  of  costs  within  a  week. 
The  defendant,  however,  did  not  amend  within  that  time, 
and  there  was 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Fenton  v.  The  Trent  and  Mersey  Navigation 

Company.  ^c.  24. 

V^'ASE. — The  declaration  stated,  that  before  the  commit-  By  a  local  act, 
ting  of  the  grievances  by  the  defendants  as  thereinafter  the  Trent  and' 

Mersey  Navi- 
gation Com- 
pany were  empowered  to  take  lands  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation,  and  by  section  118  and 
other  sections,  provision  was  made  for  ascertaining,  by  a  sheriff's  jury,  the  sum  to  be  paid  for 
the  land,  and  for  any  damage  occasioned  by  the  company  in  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  act  into 
effect.  And  in  order  to  protect  the  company  from  injury  to  arise  from  working  any  mines  near 
two  timnels  by  which  the  canal  passed  under  a  certain  hill,  the  act  provided,  by  section  170, 
that  no  mine  owner  should  work  any  mine  in  or  under  any  land  within  forty  yards  of  the  tunnels, 
without  leave  of  the  company ;  and  by  section  171,  that  if  the  company,  instead  of  insisting  on 
their  full  right  of  having  forty  yards  left  unworked,  should  require  less  than  thirty  yards  to  be  so 
left,  then  the  mine  owner  might  insist  on  the  necessity  of  leaving,  for  his  security,  any  greater 
quantity  unworked  not  exceeding  tliirty  yards,  and  the  question  so  in  dispute  as  to  the  quantity 
necessary  to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the  mine  owners  was  to  be  tried,  settled,  and  determined,  hy 
as  ignte  at  law.  And  by  section  172  it  was  provided,  that  whenever  any  mine  became  workable  in 
ordinary  course,  within  forty  yards  of  the  tunnels,  the  mine  owner  should  give  notice  to  the  com- 
pany, and  thereupon  the  company  should  pay  to  the  mine  owner  for  so  much  of  the  mine  within 
the  forty  yards  as  they  should  require  to  be  left  unworked  for  security  of  their  works ;  or  (as  the 
case  might  be)  for  so  much  of  the  mines  as,  under  the  provisions  of  section  171,  it  might  be  as- 
certained to  be  necessary  to  leave  unworked,  for  security  of  the  mines.  Provided,  that  no  mines 
should  in  any  case  be  worked  under  the  tunnels ;  but  whenever  any  such  last- mentioned  mines 
should  become  workable,  satisfaction  should  be  made  by  the  company  for  the  same,  "  tuck  saiu- 
faction  to  be  settled  by  an  issue  at  low" 

By  the  1 78th  section,  the  course  to  be  taken  in  trying  any  feigned  issue  was  pointed  out,  and 
it  enacted,  that  after  trial  and  verdict  in  such  issue,  the  Court  was  to  give  judgment  for  the  sum 
of  money  to  be  awarded  by  the  jury: — Held,  that  by  the  express  terms  of  the  172nd  section, 
the  owner  of  a  mine  which  had  become  workable  within  the  space  of  forty  yards  of  the  tunnels 
mentioned  in  the  act,  was  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the  value  of  the  forty  yards  of  mine  left  un- 
worked  for  the  security  of  the  navigation,  the  whole  having  been  by  the  company  required  to 
be  so  left  unworked ;  but  that  the  only  remedy  open  to  him  to  enforce  his  right  was  by  a  feigned 
issue,  and  consequently  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  proceed  by  an  action  on  the  case. 
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£reft.  rf  Pi§at,  mentioned,  by  a  certain  act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the 
1841 

-    first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  William  the 

Fbmton  Fourth^  intituled  "  An  Act  to  consolidate  and  extend  the 
Trbnt  AMD  powers  and  provisions  of  the  several  Acts  relating  to  the 
Navioation  Navigation  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mersey/'  amongst  other 
^^*  powers  and  provisions  therein  contained^  relating  to  certain 
mines  and  minerals  in  the  said  act  mentioned^  power  was 
given  to  the  said  company  to  require  the  owners  and 
workers  of  any  mine  or  mines^  mineral  or  minerals^  in  or 
under  any  lands  within  the  distance  of  forty  yards  from 
certain  tunnels  through  Harecastle  Hill^  or  either  of  them^ 
in  the  said  act  mentioned,  to  leave  the  said  last  mentioned 
mines  and  minerals  unworked  and  ungotten,  and  the  own- 
ers and  workers  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals,  and  all 
other  persons  whosoever,  were  by  the  said  act  prohibited 
from  working  or  getting  any  of  the  said  mines  and  miner- 
als so  required  by  the  said  company  to  be  left  unworked 
and  ungotten  as  aforesaid.  And  it  was  by  the  said  act 
(amongst  other  things)  further  enacted,  that  when  and  as 
often  as  any  mines  or  minerals  lying  under  the  said  tun- 
nels through  Harecastle  Hill,  or  either  of  them,  or  in  or 
under  any  lands  within  the  space  or  distance  of  forty  yards 
frt)m  the  same  respectively,  should  become  workable  in  the 
due  and  regular  course  of  working  and  getting  the  same, 
notice  thereof  in  writing  should  be  given  by  the  owner  or 
worker  of  such  mines  or  minerals  to  the  said  company 
thereby  established,  and  thereupon  the  said  company 
should  pay  to  the  owners  or  workers  of  such  mines  or  mi- 
nerals respectively,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  inter- 
ests therein,  for  all  or  so  much  of  the  said  mines  or  miner- 
als so  becoming  workable,  and  contained  in  or  under  the 
lands  within  the  said  space  or  distance  of  forty  yards,  as 
should  be  required  by  the  said  company  to  be  left  ungot- 
ten or  unworked,  for  the  security  or  preservation  of  the 
said  tunnels  and  works,  or  any  of  them  (as  the  case  might 
be),  for  so  much  of  the  said  mines  or  minerals  so  becoming 
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workable  aa  ahould  be  ascertained  and  determined  in  pur- 
suance of  the  provision  thereinbefore  contained^  to  be 
necessary  to  be  left  nnworked  or  ungotten  for  the  security 
and  preservation  of  the  said  mines:  And  whereas  also^ 
after  the  passing  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  and  before 
the  giving  of  the  notice  by  the  plaintiff  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  and  before  the  committing  of  the  grievances 
by  the  defendants  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  firom 
thence  hitherto,  the  defendants  have  been  and  still  are 
the  owners  of  certain  tunnels  over  and  near  adjoining  to 
certain  mines  and  minerals,  and  strata  of  coal  and  iron- 
atone  hereinafter  more  particularly  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed, of  the  said  plaintiff,  made,  cut  and  driven  through 
a  certain  hill  called  Harecastle  Hill,  situate,  lying,  and 
being  in  the  township  or  hamlet  of  Ravenscroft,  otherwise 
Bansdiffe,  in  the  parish  of  Woolstanton,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford :  And  whereas  also,  after  the  passing  of  the  said 
act  of  Parliament,  and  before  the  giving  of  the  notice  by 
the  plaintiff  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  before  the  com« 
mitting  of  the  said  grievances  by  the  defendants  as  here^ 
inafter  mentioned,  and  from  thence  hitherto,  the  plains- 
tiff  hath  been  and  still  is  the  owner  of  certain  mines  and 
minerals  hereinafter  more  particularly  mentioned  and  de*^ 
scribed,  lying  in  and  under  certain  lands  in  the  town-^ 
ship  or  hamlet  of  Bavenscroft  &c.,  lately  in  the  occupation 
of  Robert  Williamson  Esq.,  within  the  space  or  distance 
of  forty  yards  from  the  said  timnels  through  Harecastle 
Hill  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  and  which  said  last-men- 
tioned mines  and  minerals,  and  each  and  every  of  them, 
had,  before  the  giving  of  the  said  notice  by  the  plain^ 
tiff^  and  before  the  committing  of  the  said  grievances 
hereinafter  menti<med,  become  and  were  workable  in  the 
doe  and  regular  course  of  working  and  getting  the  same : 
And  whereas  also,  aflier  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  and 
minerals,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  had  so  become  and 
were  workable  as  last  aforesaid,  and  before  the  committing 
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Bxek.  9f  PUa»t  of  the  Said  grievances  as  heremafter  mentioned,  to  wit,  on 
-  ^^y  -  the  26th  May,  1840,  the  plaintiff,  as  the  owner  of  the 
said  last-mentioned  mines  and  minerals  and  each  and 
every  of  them,  did,  in  pursuance  of  the  provision  in  that 
behalf  in  the  said  act  contained,  give  notice  in  writing  to 
the  said  company  to  the  effect  following  (that  is  to  say), 
that  certain  mines  or  strata  of  ironstone  lying  in  or  under 
certain  lands  in  the  township  or  hamlet  of  Ravenscroft, 
then  or  lately  in  the  occupation  of  one  Robert  Williamson, 
Esq.,  within  the  space  or  distance  of  forty  yards  from  the 
tunnels  through  Harecastle  Hill  in  the  said  act  mentioned, 
and  which  mines  and  strata  of  ironstone  lie  respectively 
between  the  two  mines  of  coals  respectively  called  Spends 
croft  coal  and  Ten-feet  coal,  and  between  the  two  mines  of 
coals  respectively  called  Ten-feet  coal  and  Great-row  coal, 
and  between  the  two  mines  of  coal  respectively  called  Great- 
row  coal  and  lattle-row  coal,  had  respectively  become  and 
were  workable  in  the  due  and  regular  course  of  working  and 
getting  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  or  strata  of  iron- 
stone respectively;  and  also  that  the  said  several  mines 
of  coal  respectively  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  Ten- 
feet  coal,  Great-row  coal,  and  Little-row  coal,  lying  in  and 
under  certain  lands  in  the  township  or  liberty  of  Ravens- 
croft aforesaid,  then  or  lately  in  the  occupation  of  the  said 
Robert  Williamson,  within  the  space  or  distance  of  forty 
yards  respectively  from  the  said  tunnels  respectively,  had 
become  and  were  workable  in  the  due  and  regular  course 
of  working  and  getting  the  said  mines  of  coals  respectively; 
and  the  plaintiff  did  by  the  said  notice  require  the  said 
company  to  make  satisfaction  for  and  pay  to  the  plain- 
tiff, as  the  owner  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  or 
minerals  respectively,  for  his  interest  in  all  such  parts  of 
the  said  last-mentioned  mines  or  minerals  lying  in  or  un- 
der the  aforesaid  lands,  within  the  space  of  forty  yards 
from  the  same  tunnels  respectively,  as  should  be  required 
by  the  said  company  to  be  left  ungotten  or  unworked  for 
the  security  or  preservation  of  their  said  tunnels  and  works, 
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or  any  of  them:  and  in  case  the  said  company  should  ^*^  rf Pkat, 
consent  that  any  part  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines 
and  minerals  lying  in  or  under  any  of  the  said  lands^ 
within  the  said  space  of  forty  yards^  should  be  worked 
or  gotten^  then  the  plaintiff  did  by  the  said  notice  re- 
quire the  said  company  forthwith  to  declare  and  give 
such  consent  in  writing  under  their  common  seal^  in  man- 
ner mentioned  in  the  said  act^  and  by  such  consent  to 
specify  and  set  forth  how  much  and  what  part  or  parts 
of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  and  minerals,  lying  in 
or  under  any  of  the  said  lands  within  the  space  or  dis- 
tance aforesaid,  they  required  to  be  left  ungotten  or  un- 
worked,  for  the  security  or  preservation  of  their  said  tun- 
nels and  works,  or  any  of  them :  and  the  plaintiff  did, 
by  the  said  notice,  further  require  the  same  company 
to  make  satisfaction  and  payment  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the 
owner  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  respectively,  for 
his  interest  in  all  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  and  mi- 
nerals lying  in  or  under  the  said  lands,  within  the  space 
or  distance  aforesaid,  or  as  the  case  might  be,  for  all  such 
parts,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines 
and  minerals,  as  should  be  required  by  the  said  company 
to  be  left  ungotten  or  imworked  as  aforesaid;  and  for 
that  purpose  the  said  plaintiff  did  by  the  said  notice 
further  require  the  said  company  to  ascertain  and  deter- 
mine how  much  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines  and  mi- 
nerals were  required  by  the  said  company  to  be  left  un- 
gotten or  unworked  as  aforesaid,  and  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  a  valuation  or  valuations  of  the  said  last-men- 
tioned mines  and  minerals,  or  of  such  parts  thereof  as 
should  be  required  by  the  said  company  to  be  left  un- 
gotten or  unworked  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  plaintiff^s 
interest  therein;  and  the  plaintiff  did  then,  by  the  said 
notice  in  writing,  further  give  notice  to  the  said  company, 
that  he  the  plaintiff  was  ready  and  willing  to  concurj 
and  tiie  plaintiff  did  then  offer  to  concur  with  the  said 
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Bxek.  of  PUat,  company  in  all  proper  and  reasonable  steps  for  or  to- 
wards such  valuation  or  ralnations :  And  the  plaintiff  in 
fact  saith,  that  although  afterwards,  and  after  the  giving 
of  the  said  notice  in  writing,  and  before  the  commit- 
ting of  the  said  grievances,  to  wit,  on  the  I4th  of  July, 
1840,  the  said  company  did  require  the  plaintiff  to  leave 
unworked  and  imgotten,  for  the  security  and  preser- 
vation of  the  tunnels  and  works  in  and  through  Hare- 
castle  Hill  aforesaid,  the  whole  of  the  mines,  minerals, 
and  strata  of  coal  and  ironstone,  respecting  which  such 
notice  was  given  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  said  company 
as  aforesaid;  and  although  the  plaintiff  did,  in  pursu- 
ance of  such  requirement  by  the  said  company,  leave 
im worked  and  ungotten,  for  the  security  and  preservation 
of  the  said  tunnels  and  works  in  and  through  Harecastle 
Hill  aforesaid,  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  said  last- 
mentioned  mines,  minerals,  and  strata  of  coal  and  iron- 
stone, so  required  by  the  said  company  to  be  left  imworked 
and  ungotten  as  aforesaid ;  and  although  the  whole  and 
every  part  of  the  said  last-mentioned  mines,  minerals, 
strata  of  coal  and  ironstone  have  been,  from  the  time 
when  the  plaintiff  was  so  required  by  the  said  company 
as  aforesaid,  hitherto  left  unworked  and  ungotten,  and 
still  are  unworked  and  ungotten,  of  which  the  said  com- 
pany have  always  had  notice :  And  although  it  there- 
upon became  and  was  the  duty  of  the  said  company  to 
pay  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the  owner  of  such  last-mention- 
ed mines  and  minerals,  and  strata  of  coal  and  ironstone, 
for  his  the  plaintiff's  interest  therein,  the  price  and 
value  of  all  the  said  mines  and  minerals,  strata  of  coal 
and  ironstone,  so  required  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  com- 
pany to  be  left  ungotten  and  unworked,  for  the  security 
and  preservation  of  the  said  tunnels  and  works  in  and 
through  Harecastle  Hill  aforesaid:  Nevertheless  the  plain* 
tiff  in  fact  saith,  that  the  said  company  have  not,  although 
often  requested  so  to  do,  as  yet  paid  to  the  plaintiff,  aa 
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the  owner  of  such  last-mentioned  mines  and  minerals^  Exek.  of  puom^ 

strata  of  coal  and  ironstone,  for  his  interest  therein,  the 

price  and  valne  of  snch  last-mentioned  mines  and  mine* 

rals^  strata  of  coal  and  ironstone,  or  any  of  them  or  any 

part  thereof,  althor^Ii  a  reasonable  time  for  making  snch 

payment  had  long  elapsed  before  the  commencement  of 

this  snit,  but  have  hitherto  altogether  neglected  and  re- 

foaed  and  still  do  neglect  and  refuse  so  to  do :  By  means 

of  which  said  several  premises  the  plaintiff  hath  been  and  is 

greatly  injured,  and  hindered  and  prevented  from  working 

and  getting  his  said  mines  and  minerals,  as  he  otherwise 

might  and  wonld  have  done,  and  the  plaintiff  hath  also, 

by  means  of  the  said  premises,  altogether  lost  and  been 

deprived  of  the  price  and  value  of  the  same,  &c. 

To  this  declaration  the  defendants  pleaded,  fourthly  and 
lastly^  that  the  plaintiff  commenced  his  said  action  against 
the  defendants  in  the  Court  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,  before 
the  Barons  of  her  Exchequer  at  Westminster,  in  the  county 
d[  Middlesex,  after  the  making  of  the  said  act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  said  declaration  mentioned,  and  that  the  said 
mines  and  minerals  in  the  said  declaration  alleged  to  have 
become  workable  in  the  due  and  regular  course  of  work- 
ing and  getting  the  same,  were,  at  the  said  times  in  the 
said  declaration  in  that  behalf  mentioned,  and  still  are, 
lying  under  the  said  tunnels  in  the  said  declaration  also 
mentioned,  or  one  of  them,  or  in  or  under  the  lands 
within  the  space  or  distance  of  forty  yards  from  the  same 
tunnels  respectively :  yet  the  plaintiff  hath  not  delivered 
or  tendered  to  the  defendants  any  declaration  in  any  ac- 
tion upon  a  feigned  issue  commenced  in  any  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's C!ourts  of  Record  at  Westminster,  in  which  the 
said  plaintiff  is  plaintiff  and  the  said  company  are  defend- 
ants, in  respect  of  the  said  mines  and  minerals,  or  any 
of  them,  or  in  respect  of  payment  or  satisfaction  for  the 
same. — ^Verification. 

The  plaintiff  demurred  specially,  assigning  the  following 
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jEccA.  qf  P!ea»,  cRTises : — ^that  thc  plea  does  not  sufficiently  traverse  or  con- 
'  fess  and  avoid  the  causes  of  action  in  the  declaration  men- 
tioned ;  that  the  plaintiff^  by  his  declaration,  seeks  to  recover 
damages  against  the  defendants  for  a  breach  of  duty  as 
therein  alleged,  in  respect  only  of  the  mines  and  minerals 
and  strata  of  coal  and  ironstone  belonging  to  the  plaintiff, 
and  lying  respectively  in  and  under  the  lands  within  the 
space  or  distance  of  forty  yards  firom  the  said  tunnels  in 
the  said  declaration  mentioned,  whereas  the  defendants 
have,  in  and  by  their  last  plea,  attempted  to  raise  a  de« 
fence  in  respect  of  other  mines  and  minerals  than  those 
embraced  by  the  plaintiff^s  declaration,  viz.  in  respect  of 
mines  and  minerals  lying  under  the  tunnels  in  the  decla- 
ration mentioned,  or  one  of  them ;  and  also  for  that  the 
defendants,  in  and  by  their  said  plea,  have  attempted  to 
raise  a  defence  on  the  omission  by  the  plaintiff  to  deli- 
ver or  tender  to  the  defendants  any  declaration  in  any 
action  upon  a  feigned  issue,*  but  the  defendants  do  not,  in 
their  said  plea,  aver  that  the  said  mines  and  minerals 
in  the  declaration  mentioned  lie  under  the  said  tunnels 
through  Harecastle  Hill,  or  either  of  them,  or  in  or  un- 
der the  lands  within  the  space  between  the  same  tunnels, 
nor  does  the  said  plea  contain  any  averment  to  shew 
that  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  in  the 
declaration  mentioned  relating  to  feigned  issues,  are  ap- 
plicable to  the  mines  and  minerals  in  the  said  declaration 
mentioned,  or  any  of  them;  and  for  that  the  said  plea 
is  pleaded  to  the  whole  of  the  declaration,  and  ought  to 
contain  averments  to  shew  that  the  whole  of  the  mines 
and  minerals  in  the  declaration  mentioned  are  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament  relating  to  the 
feigned  issues ;  and  also  for  that,  in  and  by  the  said  act  of 
Parliament  in  the  declaration  above  mentioned,  the  me- 
thod of  trial  by  feigned  issues  is  expressly  confined  and 
limited  to  such  mines  and  minerals,  and  strata  of  coal  and 
ironstone,  as  shall  respectively  lie  under  the  said  tunnels 
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througli  Harecastle-IiiD^  or  either  of  them^  or  in  or  nnder  Btek.  of  puas, 
the  lands  within  the  space  between  the  same  tunnels^     ^   ^      ^ 
whereas  the  claiin  of  the  plaintiff  is  only  in  respect  of  the 
mines  and  minerals^  and  strata  of  cofd  and  ironstone^  ly- 
ing in  or  nnder  the  space  or  distance  of  forty  yards  from 
the  external  side  of  the  said  tunnels^  or  either  of  them^  the 
whole  of  which  said  last-mentioned  mines  and  minerals 
have  been  reqnired  by  the  defendants  to  be  left  nngotten 
and  nnworked  by  the  plaintiff  as  aforesaid^  and  does  not 
indnde  any  demand  in  respect  of  the  mines  and  minerals 
lying  nnder  the  said  tnnnels^  or  in  or  under  the  space  be- 
tween the  same. 
Joinder  in  demurrer. 


The  case  was  argued  on  a  former  day  in  this  term  (Nov. 
10)  by  CressweU  for  the  plaintiff,  and  by  R.  V.  Richards 
for  the  defendant ;  but  as  the  question  turns  altogether 
on  the  construction  of  a  local  act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
arguments  and  different  clauses  are  fully  stated  in  the 
judgment,  it  has  been  thought  unnecessary  to  detail  them 
here. 

THie  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 


BoLFE,  B. — ^The  question  in  this  case  is,  whether  the 
plaintiff  can  recover,  in  an  action  on  the  case,  the  value  of 
the  mines  which  he  has  left  nngotten  for  the  convenience 
of  the  defendants,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  1st 
Will.  4,  c.  55,  the  local  act  under  which  they  are  now  in- 
corporated, or  whether  he  is  not  bound  to  assert  his  right 
by  means  of  a  feigned  issue.  The  act  is  certainly  some- 
what obscure ;  but  upon  an  attentive  consideration  of  the 
different  sections  bearing  on  this  case,  we  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  defendants  are  right  in  saying  that 
the  only  remedy  open  to  the  plaintiff  is  that  of  a  feigned 
issue. 
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The  company  is  empowered^  in  the  ordinary  way,  to  take 
lands  for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation;  and  by  the 
118th  and  several  subsequent  sections,  provision  is  made 
for  ascertaining,  by  a  sheriff's  jury,  the  sum  to  be  paid  by 
the  company,  as  well  for  the  land  taken  as  for  any  damage 
occasioned  by  the  company  in  carrying  the  provisions  of 
the  act  into  effect.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  navigation, 
it  seems,  traverses  a  mining  district,  and  in  that  district 
passes  through  two  tunnels  under  Harecastle-hill.  In 
order  to  protect  the  company  from  injury  to  arise  from 
working  any  mines  too  near  to  those  tunnels,  the  act  con- 
tains the  following  provisions. — ^First,  by  section  170,  it 
provides  that  no  mine-owner  shall  work  any  mine  in  or 
under  any  lands  within  forty  yards  of  the  tunnels  without 
leave  of  the  company.  Secondly,  section  171,  for  the 
security  of  the  mine-owner,  enacts,  that  if  the  company, 
instead  of  insisting  on  their  full  right  of  having  forty 
yards  left  un worked,  should  require  less  than  thirty  yards 
to  be  so  left,  then  the  mine-owner  may  insist  on  the  neces- 
sity of  leaving  for  his  security  any  greater  quantity  im- 
worked,  not  exceeding  thirty  yards,  and  the  question  so  in 
dispute  as  to  the  quantity  necessary  to  be  left  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  mine-owner  is  to  be  tried,  settled,  and  deter- 
mined by  an  issue  at  law. 

Then  follows  the  172nd  section,  on  which  the  question 
mainly  turns.  It  is  thereby  provided,  that  whenever  any 
mine  becomes  workable  in  ordinary  course  within  forty 
yards  of  the  tunnels,  the  mine-owner  shall  give  notice  to 
the  company,  and  thereupon  the  company  shall  pay  to  the 
mine-owner  for  so  much  of  the  mine  within  the  forty 
yards  as  they  shall  require  to  be  left  unworked  for  security 
of  their  works,  or  (as  the  case  may  be)  for  so  much  of  the 
mines  as,  under  the  provisions  of  section  171,  it  may  be 
ascertained  to  be  necessary  to  leave  unworked  for  security 
of  the  mines :  provided  that  no  mines  shall  in  any  case  be 
worked  under  the  tunnels,  but  whenever  any  such  last* 
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be  made  by  the  company  for  the  same,  snch  satisfaction  to 

be  settled  by  an  issne.  The  fire  following  sections  pro- 
vide for  working  the  mines  within  the  forty  yards  not  re- 
quired by  the  company  to  be  left  nnworked,  and  for  com- 
pensating the  mine-owners  for  injuries  to  their  mines 
arising  firom  the  works  of  the  navigation,  and  also  for 
working  the  mines  in  and  under  the  lands  adjoining  the 
rest  of  the  line  of  the  navigation,  exclusive  of  the  two 
tunnels.  Section  178  then  points  out  the  course  to  be 
taken  for  trying  any  feigned  issue  to  be  tried  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  after  the  trial  and  verdict  in  which 
the  Ck>urt  is  to  give  judgment  for  the  sum  of  money 
awarded  by  the  jury. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that,  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
172nd  section,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the 
value  of  the  forty  yards  of  mine  left  unworked  for  the 
security  of  the  navigation,  and  the  only  question  is  by 
what  proceeding  is  he  to  enforce  his  right.  Now  it  is  to 
be  observed,  that  the  clauses  170  to  180,  both  inclusive,  all 
relate  to  this  question  of  working  the  mines  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  the  navigation,  and  providing  com- 
pensation to  the  mine-owners  for  the  mine  of  which  they 
are  deprived  by  the  company;  and  these  clauses  must  there- 
fore all  be  construed  together,  and  with  reference  to  one 
another,  as  all  forming  parts  of  one  general  system  of  enact- 
ment. It  is  admitted  that  the  question  of  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  the  mine  actually  under  the  tunnels,  is,  by  the 
express  terms  of  the  172nd  section,  to  be  settled  by  an  is- 
sue. So  again,  by  the  positive  words  of  the  177th  section, 
the  amount  of  mine  to  be  left  unworked  at  any  part  of  the 
line  of  navigation,  other  than  within  forty  yards  of  the 
tunnels,  and  also  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  way  of  compensation 
for  what  is  so  leftwucorked,  is  to  be  settled  by  an  issue.  It 
seems,  therefore,  impossible  to  believe  that  the  legislature 
could  have  meant  to  adopt  so  strange  a  course,  as  to  pro« 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  vide  a  spedfic  mode  of  ascertaining  the  compensation  to 
be  paid  for  mine  left  xmworked  under  the  if^hole  line  of 
the  canal^  and  adjoining  the  whole  line  except  for  the 
space  of  forty  yards  from  the  two  tunnels,  and  hare  left 
the  quantum  of  compensation  for  those  forty  yards  to  be 
settled  by  an  ordinary  action  on  the  case.  No  reason  can 
be  assigned  why  tbe  value  of  the  mine  within  the  forty 
yards  should  be  settled  by  a  course  of  proceeding  different 
from  that  by  which  the  value  of  any  other  mine  left  un- 
worked  was  to  be  determined ;  and  we  feel  bound,  if  it  be 
possible,  to  put  such  a  construction  on  the  172nd  section 
as  shall  prevent  a  consequence,  which,  it  is  quite  obvious, 
the  legislature  could  never  have  contemplated.  Now  we 
think  this  may  be  done  without  offering  any  material 
violence  to  the  language  of  the  172nd  section. 

That  section  may  be  considered  as  divided  into  three 
branches,  by  every  one  of  which  the  company  is  certainly 
made  liable  to  pay  money  to  the  mine-owner,  by  way  of 
satisfaction  for  mines  of  which  he  is  deprived.  1st.  The 
company  shall  pay  the  mine-owner  for  the  mine  within 
the  forty  yards,  where  forty  yards  are  taken.  2nd.  The 
company,  in  like  manner,  shall  pay  him  for  the  mine,  not 
exceeding  thirty  yards,  left  unworked  for  his  security. 
8rd.  As  to  the  mine  actually  under  the  timnel,  no  person 
shall  ever  be  at  liberty  to  work  it,  but  when  workable, 
satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  it  by  the  company  to  the 
mine-owner.  Then  follow  these  words,  "  mch  satisfaction 
to  be  ascertained,  fixed,  and  determined  by  an  issue  at  law" 
Now  it  may  be  conceded  that  the  more  obvious  con- 
struction of  this  clause  would  refer  the  words  ''  such  sa- 
tisfaction,'' &c.,  only  to  the  satisfaction  immediately  pre- 
ceding, namely,  the  satisfaction  to  be  paid  at  all  events 
for  the  mines  left  unworked  under  the  tunnels.  There  is, 
however,  nothing  grammatically  incorrect  in  referring  the 
words  ''such  satisfaction''  to  every  species  of  satisfieu;* 
tion  mentioned  in  the  clause;  namely,  to  the  payment  to 
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be  made  for  mine  within  the  forty  yards,  for  mine  within  ««*.  ^  Pieiu, 
the  thirty  yards,  and  for  mine  actually  nnder  the  tunnels ; 
and  in  furtherance  of  what  we  cannot  but  suppose,  firom 
the  whole  tenor  of  these  eleven  clauses,  must  have  been 
intended  by  the  legislature,  and  to  avoid  the  strange  in- 
congruity of  having  one  mode  of  deciding  questions  as  to 
the  value  of  mine  within  forty  yards  of  the  tunnels,  and 
another  as  to  the  value  of  mines  along  the  rest  of  the  Une 
of  the  canal,  and  under  the  tunnels  themselves,  we  feel 
bound  to  adopt  the  latter  construction  of  the  words  ''such 
satisfaction,''  and  to  hold  them  applicable  to  every  case  for 
which  satisfaction  is  made  payable  under  the  172nd  sec- 
tion* 

The  necessity  of  such  a  construction  may  be  made  more 
obvious,  by  considering  that,  unless  it  be  adopted,  there 
must,  when  the  mine-owner  has  got  within  forty  yards  of 
the  tunnels,  and  is  there  stopped  by  the  company,  be  two 
proceedings  going  on  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  compensation  to  which  he  is  entitled;  for  it  is 
obvious  that  when  the  mine-owner  has  got  up  to  within 
forty  yards  of  the  tunnels,  the  mine  under  the  tunnels 
must  have  become  ''  workable/*  within  the  meaning  of  that 
word  as  used  in  the  proviso  of  the  172nd  section,  inasmuch 
as  the  company,  by  preventing  the  mine-owner  from  work- 
ing within  the  forty  yards,  will  effectually  prevent  the  mines 
under  the  tunnels  from  ever  being  workable,  unless  they 
are  to  be  deemed  so  when  the  mine-owner  has  reached  the 
confines  of  the  forty  yards.  The  forty  yards,  therefore, 
having  become  workable,  and  the  mines  under  the  tunnels 
having  become  workable  at  the  same  time,  the  plaintiff 
must  contend  that  the  legislature  intended  to  impose  on 
him  the  necessity  of  instituting  two  proceedings,  one  to 
recover  by  action  compensation  for  the  mine  adjoining  the 
hmnels  for  a  space  of  forty  yards,  and  another  to  recover 
by  an  issue  compensation  for  the  mine  actually  under  the 
tunnels. 
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Exactly  the  same  anomaly  would  occur,  whenever  A 
mine-owner  in  the  progress  of  his  works  approaches  within 
forty  yards  of  the  tunnels,  and  at  the  same  time  within 
such  a  distance  of  the  adjoining  parts  of  the  line  of  the 
canal,  as,  either  by  agreement  of  the  parties,  or  by  the  re* 
suit  of  an  issue  to  be  tried  under  the  177th  section,  is  as* 
certained  to  be  the  distance  within  which  the  mines  can- 
not further  be  worked  with  safety  to  the  canal.  In  such  a 
case,  the  yalne  of  the  mine  to  be  left  unworked  for  the  se- 
curity of  such  part  of  the  canal  as  does  not  pass  through 
the  tunnds,  is,  by  the  express  provision  of  the  177th  seo^ 
tion,  to  be  tried  in  an  issue ;  and  it  is  therefore  impossible 
to  suppose,  that  the  value  of  that  part  which  is  left  for  the 
security  of  the  tunnels,  could  have  been  intended  to  be 
tried  by  a  different  tribunal.  The  legislature  seems  to 
have  considered  the  tunnels  to  be  more  exposed  to  danger 
from  the  mines  than  the  rest  of  the  line  of  the  canal. 
This  afforded  a  veiy  good  reason  for  not  leaving  it  to  a  jury 
to  say  how  much  mine  should  be  left  for  the  protection  of 
the  tunnels,  but  to  have  fixed  conclusively  beforehand  a 
depth  of  forty  yards,  as  being  necessary  in  case  the  com- 
pany should  choose  to  insist  on  having  it;  but  we  can  see 
no  imaginable  reason  why  the  value  of  this  part  of  the 
mine  should  have  been  intended  to  be  ascertained  by  a 
different  proceeding  from  that  which  is  clearly  applicable 
to  the  rest. 

Our  view  of  the  case  is,  perhaps,  somewhat  confirmed 
by  considering  that  the  178th  section  seems  to  assume  that 
in  every  case  where  an  issue  is  to  be  tried,  a  sum  of  money 
will  have  to  be  awarded  by  the  jury.  Now  that  section 
expressly  refers,  amongst  other  issues,  to  issues  to  be  tried 
under  section  171,  for  ascertaining  how  much  mine  it  may 
be  necessary  to  leave  for  the  security  of  the  mine-owner ; 
but  it  is  clear  that  on  such  an  issue,  if  nothing  were  to  be 
ascertained  but  the  quantity  to  be  left  unworked,  no  sum 
of  money  would  be  awarded  at  all;  and  it  would  seem, 
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therefore^  as  if  the  legidainre  assumed  that  on  the  trial  of  Sw*.  rf  pum, 

such  an  issue  the  juiy  would  be  bound  under  the  other  w3-l^ 

proTisions  of  the  act  to  assess  the  value  of  what  was  left^  Fbmton 

and  there  certainly  are  no  provisions  applicable  to  such  a  Tbbnt  and 

case^  unless  they  can  (as  we  think  they  may)  be  found  in  na^watioh 

the  172&d  section.  ^®- 

On  all  these  grounds,  we  think  that  the  case  is  within 
the  172nd  section  and  consequently  there  must  be  judg- 
ment for  the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


^Mendell  v.  Tyrrell. 

Nov.  24. 

VyOWLING  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  defen-  An  arbitrator 

dant  to  shew  cause  why  he  should  not  pay  to  the  plaintiff  ^twd'o^Lred 

two  sums  of  Je90  and  47/.  I6s.  2d.,  pursuant  to  an  award,  ^«  defendant 

to  pay  to  the 

rule  of  Court,  and  the  Master's  allocatur.    It  appeared  plaintiff  a  fum 
from  the  affidavit  on  which  the  rule  was  obtained,  that  the  puktdfffiiedan 
cauae  had  been  referred  to  arbitration,  and  that  the  arbi-  l^S^^}^^^''^^ 
trator,  by  his  award,  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  to  the  of  Bankmpt- 

cy,  under  itat* 

plaintiff  the  sum  of  £90,  with  costs,  which  were  subsequently  i  &  2  vict.  c. 
taxed  at  47/.  15s.  2d.    The  pkintiff  afterwards  filed  an  ^^'oSll^tl^T. 
affidavit  of  debt  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  under  the  pro-  *^^  ^^^, 
Tiaion8ofthestatl&2yict.c.  110,  8.8(a).   The  defend-  tioned  for  pay.' 

ment  oftlie 
money,  but 
omitting  the  altematiye  in  the  itatute,  of  rendering  himself  to  cuitody : — Helit  that  the  plain- 
tiff's having  adopted  tliis  proceeding  did  not  preclude  him  from  applying  for  an  attachment 
for  Don-pcribrmaDce  of  the  award  and  rule  of  Court  thereon. 

(a)  Whieh  enacts,  *'that  if  any  wards,  or  any  three  or  more  credi- 

siDgle  creditor,  or  any  two  or  more  tors  whose  debts  shall  amount  to 

creditors   being   partners,    whose  £200  or  upwards,  of  any  trader 

debt  shall  amount  to  £100  or  up-  within  the  meaning  of  the  laws  now 

ward%  or  any  two  creditors  whose  in  force  respecting  bankrupts,  shall 

debt  shall  amount  to  £150  w  up-  file  an  affidavit  or  affidavits  in  her 
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Back,  ff  PUoi,  ant  entered  into  a  bond  with  two  sureties^  conditioned  ''ta 
*  pay  such  sums  as  should  be  recovered  in  any  action  or  ac- 
tions which  had  been  brought  or  should  thereafter  be 
brought  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  debts^  together  with 
such  costs  as  should  be  given  in  the  same/'  but  omitting 
the  alternative  mentioned  in  the  act^  viz.j  '^  that  he  render 
himself  to  the  custody  of  the  gaoler  of  the  Court/'  Sec.  No 
further  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Court  of  Bankrupt- 
cy^ but  the  present  rule  was  obtained. 


PasKley  shewed  cause. — ^The  plaintiff  has  elected  as  his 
remedy  to  enforce  the  award  under  the  act,  and  not  to 
proceed  by  attachment^  and  therefore  the  Court  will  not 
now  interfere^  especially  as  the  plaintiff  has  by  that  pro- 
ceeding obtained  full  security  for  the  payment  of  his  debt. 
The  object  and  practice  of  the  Courts  haa  been  to  discou- 
rage a  multiplicity  of  proceedings  for  the  same  subject  of 


Majesty's  Court  of  Bankruptcy, 
that  such  debt  or  debts  is  or  are 
justly  due  to  him  or  them  respec- 
tively, and  that  such  debtor,  as  he 
or  they  verily  believe,  is  such  trader 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  cause  him 
to  be  served  personally  with  a  copy 
of  such  affidavit  or  affidavits,  and 
with  a  notice  in  writing  requiring 
immediate  payment  of  such  debt  or 
debts;  and  if  such  trader  shall 
not  within  twenty-one  days  after 
personal  service  of  such  affidavit  or 
affidavits  and  notice,  pay  such  debt 
or  debts,  or  secure  or  compound 
for  the  same  to  the  satisfaction  of 
such  creditor  or  creditors,  or  enter 
into  a  bond  in  such  sum  and  with 
such  two  sufficient  sureties  as  a 
commissioner  of  the  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy shall  approve  of,  to  pay 
such  sum  or  sums  as  shall  be  re- 
covered in  any  action  or  actions 


which  shall  have  been  brought  or 
shall  thereafter  be  brought  for  the 
recoveiy  of  the  same,  together 
with  such  costs  as  shall  be  given  in 
the  same,  or  to  render  himself  to  the 
custody  of  the  gaoler  of  the  Court 
in  which  such  action  shall  have 
been  or  may  be  brought,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  such  Court, 
or  within  such  time  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  Court,  or  any 
judge  thereof,  shall  direct,  after 
judgment  shall  have  been  recover- 
ed in  such  action,  every  such  tra- 
der shall  be  deemed  to  have  com- 
mitted an  act  of  bankruptcy  on  the 
22nd  day  after  service  of  such  affi- 
davit or  affidavits  and  notice,  pro- 
vided a  fiat  in  bankruptcy  sball 
issue  against  such  trader  within 
two  calendar  months  from  the  fil- 
ing of  such  affidavit  or  affidavits, 
but  not  otherwise. 
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claim.    If  a  party  bring  an  action  on  an  award,  he  is  pre-  Are*.  </  pira«» 
eluded  from  moying  for  an  attachment  for  not  performing     -  _  .\/     - 


it :  Stock  y.  De  Smiih  (a).  It  was  there  argued  that  it  was  Minobu. 
as  reasonable  to  grant  an  attachment  whilst  an  action  was  Tvrrbll. 
pending  on  the  award,  as  to  permit  the  several  remedies 
which  are  allowed  upon  mortgages,  such  as  a  bill  for  fore- 
closure, an  action  upon  the  bond,  and  an  ejectment  to  get 
the  possession;  but  Lord  Hardwicke,  C.  J.,  said,  ^'I  am 
satisfied  you  ought  not  to  have  an  attachment  while  an. 
addon  is  pending;  and  this  not  like  the  several  remedies 
allowed  on  mortgages,  for  they  are  for  different  purposes ; 
as  the  ejectment  to  gain  the  possession  of  the  land,  the 
action  on  the  bond  to  recover  the  money,  and  the  bill  for 
foreclosing  the  equity  of  redemption ;  they  are  all  remedies 
which  the  party  is  entitled  to  by  course  of  law,  and  needs 
not  the  leave  of  the  court :  now  in  this  case  there  are  two 
remedies,  one  by  action,  to  which  you  are  entitled  by  course 
of  law,  but  the  other  depends  upon  the  discretion  of  the 
CSourt :  and  both  are  for  the  very  same  purpose,  viz.,  for  the 
money  awarded  :  for  the  Court  will  not  deliver  the  party 
firom  an  attachment  till  he  has  paid  the  money/'  So,  in 
Badley  v.  Loveday  (&),  the  Court  refused  to  grant  an  at- 
tachment for  non-performance  of  an  award  pending  an 
action  brought  on  the  award,  or  to  allow  the  plaintiff  to 
waive  the  action  in  order  to  apply  for  the  attachment ;  the 
Court  saying  he  had  made  his  election.  And  in  the  Earl 
of  Lonsdale  v.  Whinnay  (c),  the  defendant  having  been 
taken  under  an  attachment  for  non-performance  of  an 
award,  went  to  prison,  refusing  to  pay  the  money ;  the 
plaintiff  afterwards  commenced  an  action  on  the  award ; 
and  on  motion  that  the  plaintiff  might  be  compelled  to 
discontinue,  or  that  the  defendant  might  be  discharged 
out  of  custody,  the  Court  ordered  him  to  be  discharged. 


(a)  Ca.  Temp.  Hardw.  106.  (6)  1  Boa.  &  Pull.  81. 

(c)  1  C.  M.  &  R.  59L 
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Bxeh.  of  Pkas,  on  giying  a  bond  to  the  plaintiff^  with  sureties  to  the  Mas-* 
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ter's  satisfaction^  conditioned  to  the  same  effect  as  in  a  re- 
cognisance of  bail.  Fault  ▼.  Pautt  (a)  is  to  the  same  effect. 
There  an  attachment  was  resisted  on  the  ground  of  the 
pendency  of  an  action  on  the  awards  and  it  appearing  that 
the  party  was  in  contempt  before  the  action  was  com- 
menced, the  Court  granted  the  attachment  on  the  plain- 
tiff's undertaking  to  discontinue  the  action  and  pay  the 
costs.  Here  the  giving  of  the  bond  is  equivalent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.  The  plaintiff  has  obtained  ample 
security  for  his  debt  and  costs  by  the  bond.  [Lord  Af*^ 
per,  C.  B. — ^The  bond  is  not  a  bond  within  the  statute.] 
The  plaintiff  ought  to  shew  some  reason  for  abandoning 
his  primary  proceeding. 

Cowling,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  authorities  dted 
are  not  applicable  to  the  present  case,  for  no  action  has 
been  commenced  on  the  award,  but  all  that  appears  is  that 
the  plaintiff  has  obtained  a  security  for  his  debt. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  made  absolute.  K  any  action  has  been  com- 
menced on  the  award,  the  defendant  should  have  shewn 
that  fact  I  as  he  has  not  done  so,  it  must  be  taken  that  no 
action  has  been  commenced,  and  that  circumstance  dis- 
tinguishes the  present  case  from  those  cited.  K  an  action 
had  been  commenced,  the  Court  would  not,  by  making  this 
rule  absolute,  allow  a  double  remedy.  But  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  plaintiff's  sole  object  seems  to  have  been  to 
render  the  defendant  a  bankrupt,  and  that  object  has  been 
defeated  by  the  defendant's  providing  sureties  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt.  The  rule  will  be  absolute,  on  the  plain- 
tiff's undertaking  not  to  bring  any  action  on  the  award. 

Parke,  B. — A  rule  of  Court,  under  the  recent  statute, 
(o)  2  C.  &  M.  235. 
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calling  upon  the  defendant  to  pay  the  sum  awarded,  is  Btek.  9f  Piems, 


analogons  to  an  attachment  under  the  old  law ;  therefore, 
if  the  plaintiff  had  actually  commenced  an  action  on  the 
award,  the  authorities  cited  would  have  been  in  point.  But 
it  is  not  BO  here.  Besides,  the  bond  is  not  conditioned  ac- 
cording to  the  statute,  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  or  the 
render  of  the  defendant ;  the  latter  part  seems  by  mistake 

to  have  been  omitted. 

Rule  absolute. 


1841. 


Hammond  v.  Nairn,  Clerk.  2iov.  25. 

Jl  LATT  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  defendant  The  costs  of  an 
to  shew  canse  why  it  should  not  be  referred  to  the  Master  i^e'obtaioed 
to  tax  the  plaintiflF's  costs  of  and  incident  to  the  writ  of  other  rfSur*"' 
fieri  facias  de  bonis  ecclesiasticis  issued  in  this  cause,  and  oOcer,  caonot 

be  considered 

why  the  Bishop  of  Norwich  should  not  levy  the  same,  to-  as  "expenses of 
gether  with  the  sum  of  £4  omitted  by  mistake,  and  inter-  whiclTmay  be' 
est  on  the  judgment  from  the  27th  of  November,  1838.  It  JjTi?!?  GwV? 
appeared  from  the  affidavits,  that  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  de  bonis  c.  46,  s.  5. 
ecclesiasticis,  directed  to  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  had  been 
issued  against  the  defendant;  but  that,  by  a  clerical  error, 
the  sum  indorsed  thereon  was  less  by  £4  than  it  ought  to 
have  been.  The  execution  issued  under  the  stat.  1  &  2 
Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18,  but  before  the  promulgation  of  the 
forms  of  writs  framed  by  the  Judges  under  that  statute; 
and  no  interest  on  the  judgment  was  indorsed  on  the  writ, 
from  want  of  knowledge  of  the  form  in  which  it  should  be 
claimed.  A  sequestration  was  granted  by  the  bishop,  but, 
the  defendant  having  become  insolvent,  the  provisional 
assignee  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Court  claimed  the  rents, 
tithes^  &c.,  by  virtue  of  a  prior  execution.  In  Hilary  Term, 
1840,  the  bishop  obtained  an  interpleader  rule,  calling 
upon  the  plaintiff  and  the  provisional  assignee  to  appear 
and  state  their  claims ;  which  rule  was  discharged  without 
costs^  the  Court  holding  that  it  was  not  a  case  in  which  the 
VOL.  IX.  Q  M.w, 
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Btfeh.^PiHi9,  bishop  could  haye  relief  under  the  Interpleader  Aet.  Ase- 


1841. 


oond  sequestration  at  the  suit  of  another  creditor  had  since 
issued  against  the  defendant. — ^Against  the  present  rule 

Archbold  now  shewed  cause  for  the  defendant. — ^The 
main  object  of  this  application  is  to  obtain,  as  incident  to 
the  execution,  the  costs  which  this  Court,  on  the  discussion 
of  the  interpleader  rule,  refused  to  allow  to  the  plaintiff. 
But  it  cannot  possibly  be  said  that  those  costs  fall  within 
the  meaning  of  '^  fees  and  expenses  of  the  execution,^' 
within  the  stat.  43  Geo.  3,  c.  46,  s.  5.  The  defendant  had 
not  even  notice  of  the  interpleader  rule.  [Parke,  B. — 
Those  are  not  costs  incident  to  the  execution,  but  costs 
occasioned  by  the  sheriff's  asking  for  the  interpleader  rule.] 
And  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  rule  ought  to  be  upon 
the  bishop,  who  is  bound  to  levy  the  expenses  of  the  execu- 
tion, not  on  the  defendant. 

Secondly,  it  is  too  late  now  to  recover  the  interest :  it 
ought  to  have  been  claimed  on  the  back  of  the  writ :  and 
other  parties  are  now  interested  in  the  fund,  under  the 
intervening  sequestration.  [Parke,  B. — Then  it  must  not, 
at  all  events,  be  levied  until  that  sequestration  is  satisfied.] 

With  respect  to  the  £4,  the  affidavits  do  not  shew  with 
certainty  of  what  it  consisted,  or  how  it  was  omitted  out  of 
the  indorsement,  and  the  Court  will  not  re-open  the  pro- 
ceedings on  that  account,  after  this  lapse  of  time. 

Phut,  in  support  of  the  rule,  urged  that  at  all  events  the 
plaintiff  ought  to  be  allowed  to  levy  for  the  interest,  and 
that  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  who  alone  came  to  shew 
cause  against  this  rule  (which  had  been  served  also  on  the 
bishop),  it  was  no  answer  to  the  rule  to  .say  that  other 
parties  were  interested,  or  ought  to  have  been  served;  that 
was  a  matter  in  which  he  had  no  interest. 

Pbr  Curiam. — It  is  quite  clear  that  the  plaintiff  is  not 
entitled  to  recover  the  costs  of  the  interpleader  rule  as  ex- 
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penses  of  the  execation,  which  mean  only  such  expenses  Steh.  ^  PUa$, 
as  the  sheriff,  &c.,  is  put  to  in  keeping  possession  of  the  *  ^ 

goods,  selling,  &;c.  As  to  the  £4  omitted  from  the  indorse-  Hammond 
ment,  it  is  not  shewn  how  the  amount  was  £4  less,  or  how  Nairn. 
it  was  a  clerical  error.  As  to  those  two  matters,  the  rule 
must  be  discharged  with  costs.  With  respect  to  the  inte- 
rest, the  rule  may  be  enlarged  on  payment  of  costs  by  the 
plaintiff,  in  order  to  serre  it  upon  the  other  execution  cre- 
ditor. 

Rule  accordingly. 


Ryan  ».  Smith.  j^^^^g 

Un  shewing  cause  against  a  rule  nisi  for  an  attachment  a  party  shew- 
against  the  defendant  for  disobedience  to  a  rule  of  Court,  ^fnst  a'roie 
CresiweU,  for  the  defendant,  proposed  to  read  an  affidavit  ^*f  ^^^V? 
of  the  defendant,  sworn  on  the  10th  of  November,  and  vit  of  Ms  filed 
filed  in  Court,  which  was  made  in  support  of  a  former  rule  was  madeTn  ^ 
obtained  by  the  defendant  for  rescinding  an  order  of  Rolfe,  '^^^^^l^xit^, 
B.,  ordering  the  defendant  to  deliver  up  certain  documents  t'ou  for  a  rule 

.  InToWing  the 

and  Touehers.    That  rule  was  granted  on  certain  terms,  same  question, 
which  the  defendant  declined  to  accept,  and  therefore  did  ^h^  l^^^  .i ^^ 
not  draw  up  the  rule ;  but  the  plaintiff's  attorney  was  in-  ^^^  »"  ^^^ 
formed  that  the  affidavit  was  filed,  and  took  an  office  copy 
of  it.    The  order  of  Ro\fe,  B.,  was  afterwards  made  a  rule 
of  Court,  which  rule  the  defendant  was  now  charged  with 
having  disobeyed ;  and  the  affidavit  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent application  referred  to  the  defendant's  affidavit  of  the 
10th  November. 

Orowder,  for  the  plaintiff,  objected  to  the  affidavit  being 
used,  inasmuch  as  it  was  sworn  upon  a  mere  ex-parte  ap- 
plication, and  could  contain  no  answer  to  the  present 
role. 

The  Court  held  that  the  affidavit  might  be  read. 

q2 
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Exeh,  of  Pleatf 
1841. 

"  Tapping  v.  Greenwat. 

Nov.  25.         ^ 

Cosu  of  attend.  oMIBKE^  OH  behalf  of  the  plaintiff's  attomejr^  obtained 
the  writ  of  a  rule  calling  upon  the  defendant  and  his  attorney  to  shew 
summons.  cause  why  the  Master  should  not  review  his  taxation  of  the 

costs  of  service  of  the  writ  of  summons^  and  why  the  defend- 
ant's attorney  should  not  pay  the  costs  of  this  application. 
It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  sued  out  the  writ  of  summons 
indorsed  to  levy  the  debt  and  1/.  17s.  for  costs^  and  on  Fri- 
dayj  the  5th  of  November^  sent  a  person  to  serve  it  at  the 
defendant's  dwelling-house.  He  was  there  informed  that 
the  defendant  would  not  be  at  home  until  the  following 
day  at  eight  o'clock^  at  which  hour  he  called  again ;  bnt 
not  finding  the  defendant  within^  he  made  a  further  ap- 
pointment for  the  Monday  following^  on  which  day  he 
again  called,  and  saw  the  defendant's  mother,  who  said 
her  son  was  out  of  town,  and  would  be  back  on  Wed- 
nesday. He  then,  however,  left  a  copy  of  the  writ  of  sum- 
mons, and  did  not  call  again.  The  1/.  17s,  indorsed  for 
costs  included  the  costs  of  three  attendances.  The  de- 
fendant, within  four  days  afterwards,  called  at  the  office 
of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and  paid  the  debt  and  costs. 
The  Master  first  allowed  the  plaintiff  the  costs  of  two  at- 
tendances, but  subsequently,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
Alderson,  B.,  the  taxation  was  reviewed,  and  the  costs  of 
one  attendance  only  was  allowed;  the  result  of  which  was, 
that  more  than  one  sixth  was  struck  off  the  amount  of 
costs  claimed. 


Miller  shewed  cause,  and  contended  that,  imder  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  party  ought  not  to  have  left  the  copy  of 
the  writ  on  the  Monday,  but  to  have  waited  until  the  Wed- 
nesday; and  that  the  Court,  being  apprised  of  the  circum- 
stances, would  not  have  granted  any  distringas,  in  which 
case  one  attendance  only  would  be  allowed. 
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Smbrke,  contra,  insisted  tliat  the  attorney  was  clearly  s*ch.  of  PUat^ 
entitled  to  the  costs  of  two  attendances;  and  - 

Tafpino 

Pbb  CiTBiAM. — ^The  call  on  the  Monday  was  nnneces-  Orbbhwat. 
sary;  the  party  might  have  left  the  process  on  the  Satur- 
day; but  still  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  costs  of  two 
attendances.  As  this^  however^  is  an  appeal  against  the 
order  of  a  Judge,  the  rule  will  be  absolute  on  the  terms  of 
the  attorney  on  each  side  paying  his  own  costs. 

Bule  absolute  accordingly. 


Williamson  v,  Harrison.  Kw,  25. 

JMaBTIN  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  The  rule  of  M. 

T    S  Will  4 

to  shew  cause  why  the  rule  of  Court,  or  the  attachment  r.  is,  applies' 
issued  thereon  against  the  sheriff  of  Yorkshire,  should  not  «?  wriu'?»o'2d*' 
be  set  aside  on  payment  of  costs.    It  appeared  that  a  writ  «»^  retumabu 

,  in  vacation ;  in 

of  testatum  fi.  fit.  having  issued,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  case  of  a  fi. 
Torkshire,  he  was  directed,  by  a  Judge's  order  obtained  in  ^tion"  bul"re-' 
vacation  (28th  October),  to  return  the  same.  The  time  iJ'^jf^'r.^.J*^ 
for  the  return  expired  on  the  6th  of  November,  but  the  obtained  in  va- 
writ  was  not  returned  until  the  10th  of  November,  and  S  term^"he  *^ 
on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  Judge's  order  was  made  ft^l^ue^lhe 
a  rule  of  Court,  and  a  rule  for  an  attachment  was  obtained.  *^^^  practice, 

and  cannot 
bring  the  sheriff 

IF.  H.  Watson  shewed  cause. — It  will  be  said  that  the  aft^The^^t 
proceeding  in  the  present  case  was  irregular,  and  that  the  |["  ^turwd " 
plaintiff  ought  to  have  obtained  a  side  bar  rule,  according  although  after 

the  day  on 

to  the  old  practice  before  the  Uniformity  of  Process  Act,  which  it  was 
2  Will.  4,  c.  89,  and  the  rule  of  Court  founded  thereon, 
M.  T.,  3  Will.  4,  r.  13.  That  depends  upon  the  interpreta- 
tion to  be  put  upon  that  rule,  which  prescribes  that,  "  in 
case  a  Judge  shall  have  made  an  order,  in  vacation,  for  the 


returnable. 
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Baeek.  ofPiioi,  retum  of  any  writ  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  said  act, 
v_lf^]L^     or  any  writ  of  ca.  sa.,  fi.  fa.,  or  elegit,  on  any  day  in  the 
WiLLiAMgoN    vacation,  and  such  order  shall  have  been  duly  served,  but 
Harrison,     obedience  shall  not  have  been  paid  thereto,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  made  a  rule  of  Court  in  the  term  then  next 
following,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  serve  such  rule  of 
Court,  or  to  make  any  fresh  demand  of  performance  there- 
on, but  an  attachment  shall  issue  forthwith  for  the  diso- 
bedience of  such  order,  whether  the  thing  required  by  such 
order  shall  or  shall  not  have  been  done  in  the  mean  time." 
It  is  submitted  that  that  rule  applies  to  the  present  case, 
the  order  having  been  made  in  vacation. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  rule  of  Court  does  not  apply  to  this 
case.  It  was  introduced  to  obviate  the  evil  that  existed 
under  the  old  practice,  when  rules  to  return  writs  in  vaca- 
tion never  need  be  complied  with  at  all,  if  the  sheriff  could 
obtain  time  until  the  first  day  of  term.  In  that  case,  if 
subsequent  compliance  could  purge  the  contempt,  he  might 
inconvenience  parties  by  neglecting  to  retum  a  writ  until 
the  first  day  of  term,  and  yet  escape  an  attachment.  But 
the  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  writs  ordered  to  be 
returned  in  term.  According  to  the  old  practice,  if  the 
order  were  complied  with  before  a  rule  was  obtained  for 
an  attachment,  that  was  sufficient ;  and  the  rule  of  M.  T., 
8  Will.  4,  applies  only  where  the  order  is  both  made  and 
returnable  in  vacation. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 
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Regina  v.  Byjle. 

^  Nov.  25, 

Un  the  8th  of  July^  1841^  a  commisrion  was  issued  upon  in  the  case  of 
a  suggestion  that  the  defendant  was  indebted  to  the  Cit>wn  MtenTon  an 
for  monies  deposited  in  his  hands  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  fi°„^j"*^^^JJ*  ^ 
Egerton^  for  the  service  of  the  Cheshire  yeomanry  cavahy.  Jury  may  find 
The  commission  was  in  the  usual  form,  empowering  the  debt  being  due 
commissioners  "to  inquire  as  well  on  the  oaths  of  good  onAeSTeTi- 
and  lawful  men  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  by  whom  the  fence  of  an  af- 

,      1  1  1^       1  .  fidayit  that  the 

truth  may  be  the  better  known,  as  by  the  testmiony  on  debt  u  due. 
oath  of  any  other  credible  person  or  persons,  whether  the 
said  John  Byle  is  now  indebted  to  us  in  any  and  what  sum 
of  money  on  the  account  aforesaid ;  and  therefore  we  com- 
mand you,  that  at  such  day  and  place  as  you  shall  for  that 
purpose  appoint,  you  diligently  attend  in  and  about  the  pre- 
mises with  effect,  and  duly  take  an  inquest  thereof  on  the 
oaths  of  such  good  and  lawful  men,  and  have  the  same  before 
the  Barons,  Ac.  And  we  hereby  command  our  sheriff  of  Mid- 
dlesex, that  he  cause  to  come  before  you,  at  such  day  and 
place  as  you  shall  appoint,  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  of 
his  bailiwick,  by  whom  the  truth  may  the  better  be  known, 
and  we  empower  you  to  summon  before  you  such  person 
or  persons  as  you  shall  think  proper,  and  carefully  examine 
them  in  the  premises  on  their  corporal  oaths,  &c.''  An  in- 
quisition was  accordingly  taken;  and  the  only  evidence 
brought  before  the  jury,  on  the  execution  of  the  commis- 
sion, was  an  affidavit  of  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  captain  and 
adjutant  of  the  Cheshire  yeomanry  cavalry,  "  that  John 
Ryle,  of  &c.,  is  justly  and  truly  indebted  to  our  Sovereign 
Lady  the  Queen  in  the  sum  of  2,492/.  7s,  7d.,  being  so 
much  of  her  Majesty's  monies  deposited  in  his  hands  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilbraham  Egerton,  for  the  service  of 
the  said  regiment,  and  unaccounted  for  by  the  said  John 
Ryle,  and  that  he  verily  believes  that  the  said  John  Ryle 
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jSxcA.  rf  Pka$,  has  stopped  payment^  and  is  in  embarrassed  and  insolvent 
^^^'  .  circumstances,  and  that  unless  some  method  more  speedy 
than  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding  at  law  be  forthwith 
had  against  the  said  John  Ryle  for  the  recoyery  of  the  debt 
so  due  and  owing  to  her  Majesty  as  aforesaid,  the  same  is 
in  danger  of  being  lost/'  The  jury  found  that  the  defend- 
ant was  indebted  to  the  Crown  in  the  sum  mentioned  in 
the  affidavit,  and  thereupon  a  Judge's  fiat  was  obtained 
for  a  writ  of  immediate  extent  to  issue,  which  was  issued 
accordingly. 

Cowling  had  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  Attorney- 
General  to  shew  cause  why  the  inquisition,  and  all  the  sub- 
sequent proceedings  taken  thereunder,  should  not  be  set 
aside  for  irregularity. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  who  for  twenty  years  has 
acted  as  a  commissioner  upon  commissions  to  find  debts 
due  to  the  Crown,  stated,  in  answer  to  the  application, 
that  whenever  it  had  been  found  inconvenient  or  impos- 
sible to  obtain,  in  time  to  make  the  proceedings  available, 
the  attendance  of  witnesses  to  give  viv&  voce  evidence,  the 
jury  had  found  the  debt  upon  affidavit  only;  and  that  he 
believed  this  has  been  the  invariable  practice  from  the  most 
ancient  period  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  Waddington  shewed  cause. — 
It  will  be  contended  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that  as 
the  evidence  used  before  the  jury  was  an  affidavit  only,  and 
no  witness  was  examined  vivft  voce,  the  proceeding  was 
irregular  and  contrary  to  practice;  for  that,  as  the  jury 
were  empanelled  under  the  commission  to  inquire  whe- 
ther or  not  a  debt  was  due  to  the  Crown,  no  evidence 
could  be  legal  but  that  which  was  given  by  witnesses  viv& 
voce  upon  oath ;  and  the  case  of  Rex  v.  Homblower{a)  will 
be  relied  upon.    That,  however,  was  the  case  of  an  extent 

(a)  11  Ftice,  29. 
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in  aid.  and  no  such  decision  lias  been  come  to  in  tlie  case  &«*.  rfPha9^ 

1841 
of  an  extent  in  chief.    But  even  in  the  case  of  an  extent  - 

in  aid^  according  to  the  practice  of  this  Courts  and  the  Rboiva 
established  course  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  Crown  Rylb. 
debts,  the  course  pursued  on  this  occasion  was  the  proper 
one.  It  api>ears  not  only  upon  the  affidavit  filed  in  this 
case,  but  is  admitted  in  the  case  of  Rex  v.  HorfMower, 
to  have  been  of  veiy  long  usage.  The  object  of  finding 
the  debt  under  the  commission  is  merely  to  have  the  debt 
entered  of  record.  The  Crown  can  have  no  writ  against 
tiie  body  or  the  goods  of  the  debtor,  without  first  applying 
to  a  judge  upon  an  affidavit  of  debt,  that  the  party  is  in- 
solvent, and  the  debt  is  in  danger.  In  order  to  issue  an 
extent,  it  is  necessaiy  that  the  debt  should  be  entered  of 
record ;  but  the  inquiry  under  the  commission  is  purely  an 
ex-parte  proceeding,  and  the  party  has  no  notice  to  attend, 
nor  can  he,  nor  has  he  ever  been  known  to  attend  the 
inquiry ;  nor,  if  any  witness  were  examined  viv&  voce,  could 
he  cross-examine  him.  The  debt  is  not  conclusively  found 
by  the  inquiry  before  the  jury  under  the  commission,  but 
the  party  is  at  liberty  to  traverse  the  debt  in  the  proceed- 
ings which  subsequently  take  place.  If  it  could  be  shewn 
that  any  grievance  resulted  from  the  practice,  or  that  any 
advantage  would  be  obtained  by  the  party  in  having  the 
witness  examined  viv&  voce,  it  might  be  a  reason  against 
the  continuance  of  the  practice,  and  for  an  alteration  of  it 
by  the  legislature ;  but  that  cannot  be  suggested.  When 
the  extent  is  issued,  and  the  inquisition  is  held  by  the 
sheriff  and  a  jury,  the  party  may  attend  and  traverse  the 
debt; — ^he  is  not  bound  by  the  preliminary  proceeding. 
[Parke,  B. — ^In  Rex  v.  Hombkwer,  the  Court  placed  some 
reliance  upon  the  language  of  the  commission.]  There 
is  nothing  whatever  in  the  form  of  the  commission  to 
render  it  necessary  to  examine  the  witnesses  viv&.voce. 
All  that  is  required  is,  that  the  jury  are  to  be  satisfied  by 
testimony  on  oath.  The  commissioners  are  to  inquire  ''  on 
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Eteh.  of  pum,  the  oaths  of  good  and  lawful  men^  and  by  the  teitimony  on 


1841. 


oath  of  other  credible  persons/'  This  affidavit  is  eyidence 
upon  oath;  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  be  stated 
viv&  voce  before  a  jury.  Mr.  West^  in  his  book  on  Ex* 
tents^  admits  the  practice^  although  he  says  that  no  length 
of  time  can  legalize  it.  He  says  (a), ''  No  notice  is  given 
to  the  defendant  of  the  execution  of  this  commission;  and 
the  usual^  if  not  universal  practice  is,  to  adduce  no  evi- 
dence of  the  debt  before  the  jury,  except  the  affidavit 
which  is  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  imme- 
diate extent.  On  this  affidavit,  and  this  affidavit  alone, 
usually,  if  not  universally,  the  jury  find  the  debt.''  The 
affidavit  of  Mr.  Hobbs  confirms  this  statement,  and  shews 
that  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  Rex  v.  Hombhwer, 
this  has  continued  to  be  the  universal  practice  to  the 
present  time.  [Parke,  B. — Certainlyi  that  decision  has 
never  been  acted  upon.]  It  has  never  been  acted  upon, 
because  the  impression  was  that  it  was  an  erroneous  deci- 
sion, come  to  without  properly  investigating  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  adopted.  This 
proceeding  is  founded  on  the  statute  of  88  Hen.  8,  c.  89, 
which  regulates  the  proceedings  to  recover  debts  due  to 
the  Crown.  The  65th  sect,  enacts,  ''that  all  and  every  suit 
and  suits,  which  hereafter  shall  be  had,  made,  or  taken  of, 
for,  or  upon  any  debt  or  duties  which  heretofore  hath 
grown  or  been  due,  or  that  hereafter  shall  grow  or  be  due, 
to  the  king,  in  the  several  offices  and  courts  of  his  exche- 
quer. Duchy  of  Lancaster,  augmentations  of  the  revenues 
of  his  crown,  surveyors-general  of  his  manors,  lands,  and 
tenements,  master  of  the  wards  and  liveries,  and  court  of 
the  first  fruits  and  tenths,  or  in  any  of  them,  or  by  reason 
or  authority  of  any  of  them,  shall  be  severally  sued  in 
such  one  of  the  said  courts  and  offices,  in  which  court  and 
office,  or  by  reason  of  the  which  court  and  office,  the  same 

(a)  Page  22. 


MICHAELMAS  TBRM,   5  VICT.  281 

debt  or  duty  did  first  grow  or  become  to  be  dne^  or  here-  SwA.  rf  pihw, 
after  shall  grow  or  become  due^  or  in  the  which  office  and 
conrt  the  recognisance^  obligation^  or  speciality  is  or  shall 
be  or  remain.  And  every  such  several  snit  and  suits  shall 
be  made  in  every  of  the  said  several  offices  and  courts, 
tinder  the  several  seals  of  the  said  several  courts,  by  ca- 
pias, extendi  facias,  subposna,  attachments,  and  procla- 
mations of  allegiance,  if  need  shall  require,  or  any  of 
them,  or  otherwise  aa  unto  the  aaid  several  courts  shall  be 
thought  by  their  discretions  expedient  for  the  speedy  reco- 
very of  the  king's  debts"  Now  this  has  been  thought  a  pro- 
per and  expedient  mode  of  commencing  the  suit,  and  it  is 
the  only  mode  in  which  the  debt  could  be  recovered,  viz.  by 
making  the  mode  of  commencing  the  suit  a  secret  and  ex- 
parte  proceeding.  The  distinction  between  the  inquisition 
to  find  debts  and  the  inquisition  taken  before  the  sheriff 
was  not  adverted  to  in  Eex  v.  Homblower,  and  the  arguioaents 
there  used  apply  very  well  to  the  latter  inquisition  taken  be- 
fore the  sheriff,  by  which  the  party  is  to  be  concluded,  but 
are  perfectly  inapplicable  to  the  former,  which  is  a  matter  of 
form,  necessarily  ex-parte,  and  of  which  the  party  has  not 
and  cannot  have  notice,  because  giving  notice  to  the  debtor 
would  at  once  destroy  the  whole  effect  of  the  proceeding, 
and  render  it  useless  and  unavailing.  This  preliminary 
proceeding  comes  to  nothing,  unless  it  turns  out  that  the 
Crown  is  entitled,  on  the  debt  being  traversed  by  the 
debtor  upon  the  inquisition  before  the  sheriff.  One  or  two 
of  the  judges,  in  Rex  v.  Homblower,  seemed  to  think  that 
there  is  an  express  rule  of  the  English  law  which  cannot 
be  dispensed  with,  requiring  that  where  a  jury  is  sum- 
moned, the  witnesses  should  be  summoned  and  produced 
before  them:  but  there  is  no  such  rule,  and  there  are 
many  cases,  even  of  issues  joined  at  common  law,  and 
where  courts  of  equity  direct  issues  to  be  tried,  in  which 
the  personal  appearance  of  the  witnesses  is  dispensed  with, 
and  their  depositions  are  received  in  evidence.    And  those 
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Sxeh,  qf  Phta,  are  cases  of  a  contest  between  litigating  parties :  but  here^  if 
•  ^     the  witnesses  were  produced,  the  party  has  no  right  to  ap- 
RsGiMA       pear  or  cross-examine  them.    There  are  very  few  cases  on 
Rtlb.        this  subject  to  be  found  in  the  books;  the  first  is  in  the 
reign  of  Chas.  II.,  The  Attorney-General  v.  Sparrow  (a) ; 
but  in  that  case  it  does  not  appear  upon  what  evidence  the 
debt  was  found.    In  Rex  v.  Knight  {b)  it  does  appear  that 
it  was  upon  affidavit ;  and  the  affidavit  having  been  ob- 
jected to,  the  objection  was  overruled. 

Cresswett  and  Cowling,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^This 
affidavit  was  not  proper  evidence  to  be  laid  before  the 
jury.  From  the  form  of  the  commission  itself,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  it  was  not  intended  that  such  evidence 
should  be  received.  It  empowers  the  commissioners  to 
inquire  ''  as  well  on  the  oaths  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  by  whom  the  truth  may  be  the  better 
known,  as  by  the  testimony  of  any  other  credible  person  or 
persons.^'  If  the  meaning  of  that  be  that  they  are  to  sum- 
mon a  jury,  and  that  the  jury  are  to  decide  for  the  commis- 
sioners, then  the  jury  surely  ought  to  have  before  them  the 
credible  person  or  persons.  The  commissioners  have  no 
power  to  summon  and  examine  them  in  private,  and  lay 
before  the  jury  the  result  of  that  examination.  If  it  be 
contended  that  the  commissioners  have  power  to  inquire 
not  only  through  a  jury,  but  by  any  other  means,  then  they 
need  not  lay  the  affidavit  before  the  jury  at  all,  provided 
they,  the  commissioners,  are  satisfied.  But  if  they  are  to 
inquire  through  the  medium  of  the  inquest,  then  they  are 
to  summon  before  the  jury  persons  who  are  to  be  there 
examined  on  their  corporal  oaths,  and  the  jury  are  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  evidence  of  those  persons  is  satisfactory. 
The  effect  of  the  inquest  is  to  give  the  Crown  a  judgment 
against  the  body,  lands,  and  goods  of  the  debtor :  the  debt 

(a)  Hardr.  227.  (b)  Bunbnxy,  318. 
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becomes  a  debt  of  record;  and  the  Crown  is  entitled^  an-  Eseh.qfPiea», 
der  the  extent  and  the  statute  of  Hen.  8,  to  take  the  body,     ^  ^  '  ^ 
lands,  and  goods  of  the  debtor.  Reoima 

It  is  sud  this  commission  is  as  old  as  the  statute  10  rtlb. 
Edw.  1 ;  but  if  that  statute  be  looked  into,  it  wiH  be  ap- 
parent that  the  commission  mentioned  therein  is  not  the 
same,  but  a  different  one,  which  had  not  the  effect  of 
giving  the  Crown  a  power  of  proceeding  against  the  body, 
lands,  and  goods ;  and  if  the  commission  were  taken  under 
that  statute,  the  Crown  would  be  bound  to  let  the  party 
come  in  and  be  heard :  for  the  8th  sect,  enacts  as  follows : 
— ^"  That  certain  persons  assigned  thereunto  on  our  behalf 
shall  be  sent  into  every  shire,  which  shall  have  full  power 
to  inquire  of  such  manner  of  debts ;  and  also  to  caU  afore 
them  solemnly,  as  well  the  sheriffs,  as  their  heirs  and  as- 
signs, and  the  tenants  of  their  lands,  in  case  they  be  dead 
that  have  received  the  debts ;  and  also,  if  need  be,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  taking  of  such  manner  of  inquests,  whether  the 
parties  (against  whom  the  foresaid  tallies  were  shewed)  do 
come  or  not;  so  that  the  sheriff  do  return  a  reasonable 
summons  made  to  them  therefore;  and  so  the  truth  being 
inquired  and  discussed  in  presence  of  the  parties,  (if  they 
wiU  be  there),  the  inquisitors  shall  make  rolls  of  them 
that  shall  be  convicted  afore  them,  so  that  the  foresaid 
debts  being  confessed  and  inrolled,  the  tallies  of  the  same 
shall  be  forthwith  broken.'^  That  is  an  entirely  different 
proceeding  firom  the  present.  The  party  is  charged  with 
his  debt;  the  sheriff  is  to  give  him  a  summons;  if  he 
chooses  to  appear  he  shall  be  heard;  if  not,  they  proceed 
without  him,  and  then  the  debt  is  to  be  inrolled.  The 
practice  pointed  out  by  this  statute  bias  been  neglected, 
and  these  inquisitions  are  now  held  privately;  and  the 
corsua  scaccarii  has  been  to  abstain  from  giving  that 
summons,  and  the  Crown  has  faUen  into  the  habit  of  fix- 
ing the  person  with  the  debt  without  giving  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  appearing.    And  accordingly  we  find  in  the  stat. 
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jbmA.  tj  Pkmtt  1  Hen.  8.  c.  8^  s.  8^  that  it  is  enacted. ''  that  eyery  eschea- 

1841  •  • 

'  ^  tor  and  commusioner  shall  sit  in  convenient  and  open 
RsoiMA  places,  according  to  the  statutes  heretofore  made,  and  that 
BruB.  the  said  escheators  and  commissioners  shall  suffer  every 
person  to  give  evidence  openly  in  their  presence  to  such 
inquest  as  shall  be  taken  before  any  of  them,  upon  pain  of 
£40/'  It  may  be  presumed  that  that  statute  was  passed 
in  consequence  of  the  directions  in  the  statute  of  Edw.  1 
not  having  been  pursued.  It  has  been  argued  on  the  other 
side,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  this  Court  to  say  how  the 
king  shall  recover  his  debts,  and  that  this  is  their  c<m« 
struction  of  the  stat.  88  Hen.  8,  c.  89,  s.  55 ;  but  that  is 
not  so.  The  C!ourt  may  devise  some  other  writ  instead  of 
a  CBjfiM  or  extendi  facias,  or  subpcena  or  attachment,  and 
they  might  perhaps  devise  a  new  writ  or  writs,  or  direct 
a  particular  sort  of  information  to  be  filed;  but  they  can- 
not say  what  amount  of  evidence  shall  be  sufficient  to  bind 
the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  render  the  body,  lands,  and 
goods  of  the  debtor  liable  to  execution ;  if  that  were  so,  it 
would  go  the  length  of  saying  that  the  Court  might  admit 
hearsay  evidence  of  the  debt  to  be  received,  or  that  there 
need  not  be  any  evidence  upon  oath  at  all.  The  cases 
which  have  been  alluded  to,  in  which  depositions  are  ad- 
mitted instead  of  viv&  voce  testimony,  all  shew  that  the 
common-law  principle  is,  that  no  man  shall  be  bound  by 
evidence  which  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  by 
cross-examination;  because  the  depositions  are  only  admit- 
ted where  such  an  opportunity  has  been  given.  And  the 
stat*  1  Hen.  8,  c.  8,  s.  8,  confirms  that  view;  for  the  she- 
riffs, commissioners,  and  escheators  are  there  directed  to 
hold  their  commissions  openly.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing 
in  favour  of  the  Crown  but  this  practice.  But  it  is  said  it 
would  be  idle  to  have  witnesses  present,  because  the  party 
is  not  summoned,  and  could  not  know  where  the  inquisi- 
tion is  to  be  held,  and  therefore  viv&  voce  testimony  would 
be  useless :  but  the  same  obscorvation  would  have  applied 
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to  the  inquisition  held  under  the  extent  before  the  sheriff,    JSmcK^t  pieat, 

1841 
where  no  liotice  was  formerfy  ^ven ;  and  it  was  argued 

that  the  party  had  no  right  to  he  there  and  be  heard, 
until  the  decision  in  JUx  y.  Bickky  (a),  when  this  Court 
held  thait  the  subject  had  a  right  to  come  in  and  be  heard. 
It  was  there  contended,  as  here,  that  as  the  Crown  was 
not  bound  to  give  any  notice,  it  would  be  quite  impossible 
to  hold  that  the  party  had  a  right  to  be  there  and  be 
heard.  The  Court  took  time  to  consider,  and  Lord  Chief 
Baron  7%oi»jp»on,  in  giving  his  judgment,  says, — ''  It  is  not, 
I  beUeve,  very  usual  in  point  of  practice  to  haye  these  in- 
quisitions, which  are  stated  to  be  ex-parte  proceedings,  much 
attended  to ;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  parties  may 
not  attend  them,  and  why  th^  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
propound  all  such  questions  to  the  witnesses  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  proye  the  property  in  others  than  the 
defendant.  And  the  case  of  ITui  King  y.  BuOey  and  Bio- 
mart  (b),  which  was  much  relied  on,  is  of  great  weight ; 
indeed  it  is  directly  in  point;  but  it  is  one  which  I  neyer 
heard  of,  (so  little  has  it  oyer  been  acted  upon),  till  it  was 
cited  upon  this  occasion.  There  the  Court  held,  that  a 
witness  should  be  examined  to  proye  the  property;  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  refusal  to  cross-examine  the 
witnesses ;  but  here  there  is  the  additional  circumstance, 
that  the  cross-exalnination  was  refused.  It  was  laid  down 
that  the  writ  of  extent  was  a  right  in  the  king,  not  at 
common  law,  but  giyen  by  the  statute  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  the  learned  person  who  stated  that  said,  that  he  him- 
self had  attended  inquisitions  on  elegits  and  outiawries. 
Undoubtedly  this  is  a  yery  strong  authority,  and  it  seems 
to  haye  with  it  all  the  reason  of  the  thing ;  for,  as  it  was 
stated  in  the  argument,  had  this  case  been  then  entered 
into,  the  expense  and  trouble  of  trayersing  the  inquisition 
would  haye  been  ayoided.    And  it  seems  to  be  no  answer 

(a)  3  Price,  454.  {b)  Bunb.  233. 
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jEm*.  ofPieat,  that  you  may  plead  the  claim;  for  meanwhile  irreparable 
^  '  ^  injury  may  be  done,  when,  if  the  evidence  had  been  auf- 
Regina  fered  to  proceed,  and  had  the  questions  proposed  been 
Rylb.  allowed  to  be  receiyed,  it  would  have  shewn  the  truth  of 
the  matter.  It  seems  to  us,  therefore,  that  this  is  an 
irregular  proceeding,  and  the  inquisition  must,  for  that 
reason,  be  quashed/'  Again,  in  Bex  v.  Homblawer  this 
matter  was  fully  considered,  and  it  was  expressly  decided 
by  the  Court  in  that  case,  notwithstanding  what  was  said  of 
the  previous  practice,  that  that  practice  was  wrong;  and 
the  inquisition  was  set  aside.  And  when  not  a  single  trace 
can  be  found  in  the  books  of  any  dissatisfaction  expressed 
by  the  Court  with  that  decision,  it  seems  extraordinary 
that  the  practice  of  the  officers  should  have  been  in  defi- 
ance of  it.  There  is  nothing  i^  the  statutes  of  Edw.  1  or 
Hen.  8,  nor  in  the  power  thereby  given  to  this  Court  to 
deal  with  suits  for  the  recoveiy  of  Crown  debts,  which  can 
authorize  the  Court  to  depart  from  the  rules  of  evidence 
establish  for  the  decision  of  rights  in-this  kingdom,  or  can 
establish  one  species  of  evidence  for  the  Crown  and  an- 
other for  the  subject.  It  is  a  mere  mockery  to  call  a  jury 
together  to  find  upon  their  oaths  whether  a  debt  exists  or 
not,  upon  the  mere  production  of  an  affidavit;  for  they 
could  not  inquire  whether  the  affidavit  was  true  or  fSedse, 
nor  as  to  the  means  of  knowledge  of  the  deponent,  but  must 
be  bound  by  his  mere  statement  that  a  certain  debt  existed. 
The  Crown  relies  upon  its  being  the  practice ;  but  that 
practice  is  not  prescriptive.  It  cannot  be  older  than  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  at  the  utmost,  and  all  that 
has  been  shewn  in  its  favour  is  stated  by  persons  now  liv- 
ing. There  is  no  case  to  shew  that  it  has  ever  been  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  Court  and  confirmed;  on  the 
contrary,  the  moment  the  attention  of  the  Court  was  called 
to  it,  it  was  disallowed. — ^They  referred  also  to  Rex  v. 
Cooke,  cited  in  West  on  Extents,  22,  and  relied  upon  Rex 
y.  Hombhwer. 
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The  SoUcUcr^General  in  reply.— The  stat.  of  10  Edw.  1,  BxcK  rf  Pfe«, 
which  has  been  referred  to,  is  not  the  stat.  nnder  which  ^ 


this  proceeding  takes  place,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  Retina 
this  question.  That  was  an  act  passed  on  account  of  some  Rt'le. 
temporary  frauds  upon  the  Crown;  it  was  not  an  act  mak- 
ing any  permanent  regulations,  but  directing  certain  com- 
missioners to  proceed  into  different  counties  to  inquire 
concerning  the  King's  debts,  and  where  they  had  not  been 
paid,  to  break  the  tallies.  The  other  statute  also,  of  the 
1  Hen.  8,  c  8,  has  no  application  to  the  present  question. 
It  directs  certain  escheators  and  commissioners  to  sit  in 
open  and  public  places,  to  hold  inquisitions  upon  the 
deaths  of  the  King's  tenants  in  capite,  and  to  inquire 
into  the  escheats  and  forfeitures  due  to  the  Crown.  It  was 
passed  in  consequence  of  the  exactions  of  Empson  and 
Dudley  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Hen.  7,  and  the 
mode  in  which  they  had  conducted  the  inqnidtions,  and  it 
was  enacted  that  the  escheators  and  commissioners  should 
sit  and  examine  witnesses  openly.  The  Crown  do  not  set 
this  up  as  a  prescriptiye  right,  but  as  the  invariable  usage 
of  the  Court,  .under  the  55th  section  of  the  38  Hen.  8, 
c.  89,  by  which,  it  is  submitted,  the  Court  may  make  such 
orders  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  King's  debts  as  to  it 
shall  seem  fit.  It  is  apprehended  that  the  Court,  under 
that  statute,  might  have  made  a  rule  of  Court  regulating 
the  practice,  as  was  suggested  in  argument  in  Bex  v. 
Homblower.  It  is  not  conceded  that  the  writ  of  extent 
is  no  older  than  the  stat.  of  Hen.  8;  it  is  considerably 
older;  and  there  is  in  Price's  Exchequer  Practice  a  form 
of  a  writ  of  extent  in  the  time  of  Edw.  1.  [Lord  Abinger, 
C.  B. — The  stat.  of  Hen.  8  refers  to  it  as  one  of  the 
writs  existing  for  the  recovery  of  the  Crown  debts. 
Parke,  B. — ^That  is  a  matter  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
enter  into.  It  does  not  follow  that  there  may  not  have 
been  commissioners  to  find  debts  by  the  ordinary  process; 
but  the  question  is  as  to  the  validity  of  the  practice  of  re- 
VOL.  ix#  B  M.  w. 
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E*eh.  of  Pleat,  ceiving  this  species  of  evidence  upon  the  execution  of  the 
-    commission  to  find  debts.]   The  question  is,  what  has  been 


Rkoina  the  usage  as  far  as  it  can  be  traced  ?  If  we  can  find  no  time 
Rtlc  in  which  this  species  of  evidence  has  not  been  received,  the 
question  then  arises,  whether  it  is  so  illegal  that  it  must 
necessarily  be  put  an  end  to.  It  is  a  strong  argument 
against  its  illegality,  that  it  has  existed  so  long.  But  why  is 
not  an  affidavit  legal  evidence  before  a  jury  for  this  pur- 
pose ?  It  is  said  it  is  hearsay  evidence ;  but  it  b  not  so;  it 
is  a  statement  upon  oath  made  by  a  party  respecting  the 
debt,  not  viv&  voce,  but  sworn  before  a  competent  authority. 
That  is  not  hearsay  evidence,  the  witness  being  examined 
upon  oath.  But  then  it  is  said  you  must  take  the  first  species 
of  evidence,  and  not  secondary;  but  this  is  not  second- 
ary :  it  is  a  positive  statement  upon  oath  that  such  a  person 
is  indebted  to  the  Crown,  the  deponent  stating  the  fiMSts 
which  constitute  the  debt.  That  is  not  secondary  evidence. 
It  is  true,  that  in  every  cause  where  there  are  contested 
questions,  and  where  the  matter  is  to  be  laid  before  a  jury^ 
the  practice  has  been  universal  to  examine  witnesses  vivft 
voce.  But  this  is  a  process  simply  to  put  the  Crown's  debt 
on  record,  or  put  the  Crown  in  a  situation  to  sue  for  it.  If 
the  Crown  do  not  proceed  by  sci.  fii.,  and  the  Court  think 
that  the  writ  of  extent  ought  to  issue,  then  the  enteriofp 
the  debt  on  record  is  in  no  way  binding  on  the  party,  who 
may  traverse  the  debt.  There  is,  therefore,  nothing  illegal 
in  this  practice,  and  no  ground  for  interfering  with  it. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  discharged.  The  objection  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant  is  founded  upon  the  proceeding  on  the 
inquest,  under  a  commission  of  this  Court,  to  find  whether 
a  debt  was  due  from  him  to  the  Crown ;  and  it  is  stated, 
that  in  order  to  support  the  existence  of  that  debt,  no  other 
evidence  was  adduced  before  the  jury  than  an  affidavit  of 
debt,  and  that  that  was  illegal  evidence.  Now  I  am  at  a  loss 
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to  know  upon  what  anthoritjr,  either  of  statute  or  of  com-  £m*.  if  PUmi, 
mon  law,  it  is  to  be  said  that  in  an  ex-parte  proceeding  of    ^  ^^^'   . 
this  kind,  an  affidavit  is  ill^al  evidence.    We  have  not       Rboima 
had  brought  before  us  any  authority  or  case  to  shew  that        rtlb. 
upon  inquisitions  of  various  natures  that  were  issued  before, 
evidence  of  affidavits,  or  even,  in  many  instances,  hearsay 
evidence,  was  excluded.    The  notion  of  legal  evidence 
on  trials  before  juries,  in  our  law,  is  the  effect  of  long 
practice  and  usage,  the  decision  of  Judges,  and  the  prac- 
tice at  Nisi  Prius,  which  has  grown  into  a  system,  and 
which  forms  a  part,  and  a  very  important  part,  of  the 
law  of  the  land.    But  where  is  the  analogy  that  binds 
us  to  apply  that  practice  to  ex-parte  proceedings  on  in- 
quests for  particular  purposes,  which  are  mere  matter  of 
form?    There  is  no  case  that  decides  that,  on  inquests  to 
be  taken  under  provisions  of  this  nature,  there  shall  be 
none  but  vivft  voce  evidence,  or  none  but  that  which, 
in  common-law  trials  before  juries,  may  be  considered  as 
legal  evidence. 

I  do  not  apprehend,  therefore,  that  the  application  is 
well  founded,  whien  it  assumes  that  this  affidavit  was  not 
legal  evidence,  and  tiiat  it  was  not  competent  for  the  juiy 
to  found  their  verdict  upon  it.  I  think  that  it  was.  When 
we  find  that  the  practice  for  so  many  ages  has  been  con- 
sbtent  witii  the  present  form,  that  alone  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence, I  think,  to  shew  that,  till  the  practice  is  altered 
by  spedal  authority,  we  ought  not  to  interpose  to  alter  it. 

Such  being  the  case,  let  us  see  what  is  the  object  of  this 
inquiry.  The  debts  due  to  the  Crown  are  to  be  recovered 
by  certain  forms  of  process,  but  there  has  been  an  under- 
standing which  is  in  some  measure  technical,  though  I  ad- 
mit the  force  of  it  from  long  usage,  and  nothing  else,  that 
there  can  be  no  debt  of  the  Crown  upon  which  process  can 
issue,  except  it  be  a  debt  on  record.  Upon  what  is  that 
nle  founded?  Upon  nothing  but  usage.  One  does  not 
see  any  principle  why  the  Chrown  should  not  be  able  to 

r2 
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Bxek.  of  Pkait  proceed  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt  in  the  same  way  as  a 
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subject,  bat  a  usage  has  grown  up  which  we  do  not  disturb, 
Rboina  that  the  debts  of  the  Crown  must  be  found  by  record — 
Rtle.  must  be  on  the  records  of  the  Court,  before  the  process 
can  issue  from  this  Court  to  enforce  them.  Formerly  that 
process  called  upon  the  party  to  appear,  and  to  contest 
his  debt  in  the  suit.  The  statute  of  the  88  Hen.  8  was 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Crown  a  more  ra« 
pid  procedure,  and  for  the  very  purpose  of  securing  the 
debt  before  the  party  should  have  time  to  abscond  or 
make  away  with  his  goods.  The  process  by  scire  facias 
would  give  him  that  opportunity.  The  legislature,  there- 
fore, in  the  time  of  Henry  the  8th,  passed  this  act  for 
the  purpose  of  authorising  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  or 
any  other  Court  in  which  the  King's  debt  is  entered  on 
record,  to  issue  an  immediate  process  for  execution,  a  ca- 
pias, extendi  facias,  or  a  subpoena.  But  that  statute  has 
provided  a  remedy  for  all  possible  inconvenience  that  might 
result;  for  it  enacts,  by  the  79th  section,  ''that  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  of  whom  any  such  debt  or  duty  is  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  shall  be  demanded  or  required,  allege,  plead, 
declare,  or  shew,  in  any  of  the  said  Courts,  good,  perfect, 
and  sufficient  cause  and  matter  in  law,  reason,  or  good  con- 
science, in  bar  or  discharge  of  the  said  debt  or  duty,  or 
why  such  person  or  persons  ought  not  to  be  charged  or 
chargeable  to  or  with  the  same,  and  the  same  causes  or 
matters  so  alleged,  pleaded,  declared,  or  shewed,  be  suffi- 
ciently proved  in  such  one  of  the  said  Courts  as  he  or  they 
shall  be  impleaded,  sued,  vexed,  or  troubled  for  the  same, 
then  the  said  Courts,  and  every  of  them,  shall  have  full 
power  and  authority  to  accept,  adjudge,  and  allow  the  same 
proof,  and  wholly  and  clearly  to  acquit  and  discharge  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  that  shaU  be  so  impleaded, 
sued,  vexed,  or  troubled  for  the  same.''  That  clause  allows 
the  party  to  plead  to  the  extent,  or  to  apply  by  summary 
motion,  which  is  very  often  done,  to  the  Court,  for  the  pur* 
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pose  of  shewing  good  grounds  to  discharge  him  from  that  Bitch,  of  PUat, 

process,  and  the  Court  often  act  upon  it;  and  hence,  as 

as  well  in  law  as  in  equity  and  good  conscience,  the  Court 

has  an  equitable  jurisdiction,  in  all  cases  of  process  of  this 

sort,  to  enter  upon  the  whole  merits  of  the  case,  and  to 

discharge  the  party,  if,  upon  equity  and  good  conscience,  he 

ought  to  be  discharged.    Therefore  no  detriment  arises  to 

the  subject.    This  is  a  mere  form  to  put  the  debt  upon 

record,  in  order  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  the  process. 

That  being  the  case,  I  see  no  inconvenience,  I  see  no 
prejudice,  I  see  no  injustice  whatever  arising  to  the  indi- 
vidual, from  the  form  being  pursued  according  to  the  an* 
cient  practice. 

But  we  are  told  that  the  case  of  Rex  v.  HombUnoer  is 
im  authority  the  other  way.  If  I  could  consider  that  case 
as  an  unequivocal  authority  the  oth^r  way, — though  it  has 
never  been  acted  upon, — it  would  undoubtedly  deserve 
very  grave  consideration  i  but  I  think  I  cannot  take  it  as 
any  authority  at  all.  In  the  first  place,  the  case  was  dis* 
cussed  by  counsel  only  on  behalf  of  the  private  prosecutor, 
the  interest  of  the  Crown  not  being  supported  by  th^ 
Crown.  In  the  next  place,  when  I  look  at  the  reasoning 
of  the  counsel  and  the  judgment  of  the  learned  Judges,  I  do 
not  find  any  satisfactory  grounds  assigned  for  the  decision ; 
far  from  it,  because  in  that  case,  looking  at  the  particu- 
lar circumstances,  nobody  could  doubt  that  the  evidence 
before  the  inquest  was  perfectly  legal,  and  would  be 
competent  evidence  to  prove  a  debt  before  a  Judge  and 
jury  impanelled  to  try  it;  it  was  an  affidavit  of  the  debtor 
that  he  owed  the  Crown  the  debt,  which  would  be  evidence 
before  any  jury  at  any  time.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  says, 
''It  is  impossible  that  we  can  interfere  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed on  the  part  of  the  defendant ;  we  are  called  upon  by 
this  motion  merely  to  determine  whether  the  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  this  extent  are  well  founded,  in 
other  words,  to  say  whether  the  extent  has  been  well  issued 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleas,  or  not.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  lias  been  improperly 
issued^  because  tbe  fiat  upon  which  it  was  obtained  was 
founded  on  an  inquisition  improperly  taken^  and  therefore 
it  must  be  set  aside/'  He  gives^  therefore^  no  reasons  at 
all;  but  in  as  far  as  he  incorporates  the  reasons  of  the  ad« 
Tocate,  they  are  evidently  inconsistent  with  reason  or  with 
justice.  Then  I  do  not  find  that  Mr.  Baron  Graham  gives 
any  reason;  he  only  says  that  he  is  of  qpinion  that  the 
inquisition  is  not  properly  found.  Mr.  Baron  Wood  gives 
no  reason.  He  says,  "  There  ought  to  be  an  affidavit  made, 
to  be  produced  before  the  Judge,  and  an  inquisition  must 
be  taken  before  a  jury.''  Whether  he  means  an  affidavit  to 
justify  the  issue  of  the  extent,  I  do  not  know,  but  he  does 
not  give  any  answer  to  the  question  about  the  commis- 
sion,' he  enters  in  no  degree  into  the  reasoning  about  it. 
The  judgment  of  Mr.  Baron  Garrow  is  given  at  greater 
length,  and  I  observe,  that  though  he  coincides  with  the 
rest  of  the  Court,  he  gives  reasons  which  I  cannot  con- 
ceive were  properly  reported.  He  says  this : — **  The  nature 
of  the  process  requires  that  it  should  be  strictly  correct  in 
all  its  stages.  The  seizure  of  a  defendant's  person  and 
effects  is,  in  most  instances,  the  first  intimation  that  he 
has  of  it ;  the  party,  who  may  be  in  fact  a  very  responsible 
person,  cannot  hear,  generally  speaking,  except  from  in- 
formation or  by  accident,  that  on  the  taking  of  the  in- 
quisition against  him  no  witness  was  examined  before  the 
jury,  and  that  the  only  evidence  given  of  any  debt  being 
due  from  him  was  an  affidavit  of  this  description;  that  is 
stated  to  have  been  the  course  pursued  on  the  present  occa- 
sion; and  although  it  has  been  objected  that  the  affidavit 
of  the  facts  is  founded*on  information  and  belief,  yet,  in 
the  present  case,  I  think  that  is  quite  sufficient,  because  the 
party  has  in  such  cases  seldom  any  better  means  of  know- 
ledge." Therefore  he  seems  to  have  thought  the  affidavit 
was  sufficient,  but  he  does  not  enter  into  the  reasoning  in 
support  of  it  at  all.     There  is  nothing  stated  about  the 
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praciioe— nothing  stated  about  the  statute^  and  the  juri&-  Bxek.  cj  p^«, 
diction  it  gives  to  the  Ck>urt  of  Exchequer;  all  that  is  en- 
tirely  left  out  of  view^  which  has  been  so  fully  discussed 
to-day:  and  I  do  not  find^  except  to  one  learned  indi- 
vidual, that  this  authority  of  ILex  y.  Harnbhwer  has  ever 
given  any  satiafiiction.  That  individual  is  Mr.  West,  who 
has  written  upon  extents. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  our  duty  to  support  the  uni- 
form and  constant  practice  of  the  Court,  when  we  do  not 
find  it  inconsistent  with  any  positive  law.  In  this  case  it 
appears  to  me  not  to  be  inconsistent  with  any  law  what- 
ever. I  think  the  evidence  was  not  illegal  under  the  dr- 
cumatances.  I  think  it  was  such  evidence  as  the  jury 
might  take,  and  find  the  debt  upon.  The  party  is  not 
prqudiced  by  not  being  summoned  to  attend  before  them, 
because  the  appeal  is  open  to  him  afterwards  when  the 
process  is  issued,  and  the  very  object  of  the  statute  of 
Hen.  8  was  to  enable  the  Court  to  issue  a  more  immediate 
[process,  leaving  it  open  to  the  party  to  plead  before  exe- 
cution as  he  might  have  done  previously.  I  am  of  opinion, 
therefore,  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Parke,  B. — I  agree  with  my  Lord  Chief  Baron  that 
this  rule  ought  to  be  discharged.  Two  points  have  been 
discussed  yesterday  and  to-day,  upon  which  I  think  it  un- 
necessary to  give  an  opinion:  one  is,  whether  this  extent  is 
grounded  upon  the  common  law,  or  upon  the  statute  of 
Hen.  8.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  entirely  immaterial  to 
discuss  any  question  of  that  kind.  Another  is,  whether  the 
inquisition  that  is  taken  in  order  to  find  the  debt,  is  such 
a  public  proceeding  that  the  debtor  and  all  the  world  have 
a  right  to  be  present  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  any  opinion 
upon  that;  it  may  be,  that  it  is  so  by  common  law  only, 
but  that  the  right  is  restrained  by  the  operation  of  the 
statute  of  Hen.  8,  to  which  reference  has  been  made. 

The  simple  question  for  us  to  decide  is,  whether  an  inqui* 
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Ejceh.  of  Pitas,  sition  taken  npon  a  commission  to  find  debts,  (which  we 
v^_^,^I^  may  presume  to  have  existed  before  the  time  of  Hen.  8), 
Rboina  is  properly  executed  by  receiving  evidence  of  a  person  not 
Eylb.  called  before  the  jury,  which  evidence  would  be  inadmis- 
sible in  any  trial  between  party  and  party.  Now,  as  my 
Lord  Chief  Baron  has  very  properly  observed,  the  rules  of 
evidence,  as  applicable  to  trials  between  party  and  party 
and  criminal  trials,  have  been  the  result  of  practice  esta- 
blished, not  by  the  law  of  the  land,  but  the  Judges  seeing 
that  the  species  of  evidence  given  in  cases  between  party 
and  party,  and  between  prosecutor  and  the  accused,  was 
much  more  lax  than  in  the  present  day,  have  prescribed 
certain  rules  which  have  been  adhered  to ;  but  the  question 
is,  whether  the  practice  has  laid  down  any  such  rule  with 
regard  to  inquests  of  this  description,  which  are  not  final  ii^ 
their  nature,  but  are  only  preliminary,  and  may  be  traversed 
by  any  person  whose  rights  are  affected  thereby.  That 
appears  to  be  a  question  to  be  determined  by  practice  and 
usage,  and  the  authority  of  decided  cases.  Now,  in  this 
pase  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  practice  and  usage  have 
prevailed  for  a  century  back.  I  have  always  understood 
that  such  was  the  regular  established  usage  in  all  cases  of 
proceeding  upon  extents,  and  we  can  only  learn  what  the 
practice  has  been  in  ancient  times  from  the  practice  of 
modem  times :  and  I  apprehend  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  produce  any  authority  to  shew  that,  in  a  proceeding 
which  was  not  finally  binding  upon  the  rights  of  partieS| 
juries  have  been  tied  down  to  hear  only  such  evidence  as 
would  be  received  in  cases  binding  between  party  and  party. 
That  being  so,  according  to  established  usage,  I  appre- 
hend this  affidavit  would  be  admissible  in  evidence.  Theu 
is  there  any  authority  which  could  preclude  us  from  acting 
upon  the  acknowledged  practice  ?  The  only  case  is  that  of 
Rex  V.  Hbmbhtaer,  That  authority,  for  the  reasons  given 
by  my  Lord  Chief  Baron,  I  do  not  think  ought  to  bind 
ns.     The  principal  reason  is,  that  that  was  an  extent  in 
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aid.  and  we  all  know  that  extents  in  aid  were  very  mach  Bm*.  rf  Pitms, 

abused;  and  were  a  very  great  grievance  to  the  subject^     ^     ^     ^ 

and  that  the  Courts  had  begun  to  lend  a  ready  ear  to  ob-       Rsoim a 

jeddons  taken  to  them.    Again,  the  Crown  was  not  heard        rtlb. 

npon  that  occasion  to  enforce  its  rights  to  recover  Crown 

debts.      Therefore  I  do  not  feel  that  we  are  bound  to 

yield  to  the  authority  of  that  case,  so  much  as  I  should 

have  done  if  the  matter  had  been  fully  discussed,  and 

with  somebody  present  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 

Crown. 

I  had  some  doubts  in  the  course  of  the  argument,  whe- 
ther the  form  of  the  commission  might  not  have  pre- 
cluded the  taking  of  the  evidence  by  affidavit.  Had  the 
commission  been  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  occasionally 
been,  that  the  commissioners  were  to  inquire  ^'  by  all 
other  means  in  their  power,''  there  would  be  no  doubt  of 
the  admissibility  of  the  evidence.  But  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  particular  form  makes  no  dif- 
ference. By  the  terms  of  the  commission,  the  jury  are 
empowered  to  satisfy  themselves  upon  all  such  evidence  as 
would  lead  them  to  find  the  truth  of  the  debt  upon  their 
oaths, — such  evidence  as  would  satisfy  them  that  the  debt 
existed  in  point  of  fact,  and  I  think  that  they  are  not  con- 
fined to  that  species  of  evidence  which  is  specifically  pointed 
out  in  the  commission,  the  examination  of  witnesses  upon 
oath.  Those  words  are  introduced  into  the  commission  in 
order  to  enable  the  commissioners  to  summon  witnesses  and 
to  administer  an  oath  to  them ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  they  are,  by  the  terms  of  the  commission,  confined 
to  evidence  upon  oath  only.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

OuBNSY,  B, — I  concur  in  opinion  with  my  Lord  Chief 
Baron  and  my  Brother  Parke,  for  the  reasons  they  have 
given. 

The  case  of  Rea:  v.  Hombhwer  cannot  be  considered 
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Rgek.  rf  PUa$,  88  any  authority^  when  we  find  that  the  eyidence  which 
^    ^  •  ^     was  there  considered  as  inadmissible  clearly  was  admii- 
Reoina       sible^  as  being  the  statement  of  the  party  himself  made 
Rtlb.        against  himself,  and  that  that  decisive  proof  of  its  admis- 
sibility was  never  brought  before  the  Court.    It  appears 
that  the  Court  were  not  assisted  by  counsel  for  the  Crown 
in  that  case ;  if  they  had  been,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that 
the  case  should  have  been  so  imperfectly  argued. 

BoLFE,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Suppose  the 
practice,  instead  of  that  which  has  been  proved,  had  been, 
that  upon  the  Crown  making  an  affidavit,  the  debt  should 
be  entered  on  record;  if  that  had  been  the  practice  uni- 
formly  pursued,  nobody  could  have  said  it  was  a  proceed- 
ing  so  unjust  as  on  the  &ce  of  it  to  carry  its  own  refuta- 
tion, and  to  be  necessarily  illegal.  Now  the  practice  has 
been,  not  that  the  debt  is  entered  on  record  upon  affidavit 
alone,  but  upon  the  findiog  of  the  jury ;  the  jury  upon  that 
affidavit  finding  that  the  debt  is  due.  That  is  somewhat 
more  protection  than  the  party  would  have  had  if  an 
affidavit  only  had  been  required. 

That  there  is  no  injustice  in  this  case  appears  further 
from  this,  that  under  the  statute  of  Henry  8,  the  party 
interested  in  contesting  the  debt  has  a  fall  right  to  do  so ; 
and  I  cannot  but  assume  from  the  language  of  that  sta- 
tute of  Henry  8,  in  the  79th  section,  that  when  it  speaks 
of  debts,  it  contemplated  debts  which  the  party  had  had 
no  previous  opportunity  of  contesting;  for  I  can  see  no 
reason  for  giving  a  party  an  opportunity  of  contesting  the 
proceeding  upon  execution,  if  he  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  contesting  it  before.  Mr.  CregsweWs  argument  went 
not  so  much  upon  the  injustice  of  proceeding  upon  the 
affidavit,  as  upon  that  of  proceeding  without  calling  the 
party  in  in  the  first  instance,  and  allowing  him  to  contest 
the  debt;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  legislature  con- 
templated the  debts  being  debts  in  respect  to  which  there 
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waa  no  such  opportimity^  otherwise  they  would  not  have  ^«?*- ^^'ww* 
allowed  the  party  to  contest  them  upon  the  subsequent 
proceeding. 

For  these  reasonsj  I  concur  with  my  Lord  and  my        ^.tlb. 
learned  Brothers,  that  this  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B, — ^I  wish  to  add,  that  the  foundation 
of  the  former  jurisdiction  of  this  Court  in  quo  minus,  is  the 
assumption  that  the  party  suing  is  a  debtor  to  the  Crown; 
but  it  was  nothing  but  the  practice  of  the  Court  that  per- 
mitted the  declaration  of  the  plaintiff  that  he  was  a  debtor 
to  the  Crown  to  be  received  as  sufficient  evidence  of  that 
£Bct,  to  give  him  the  process  to  call  his  debtor  into  Court* 
It  might  have  been  urged  with  equal  propriety  as  in  this 
casCj  thatit  was  very  hard  to  allow  a  provision  of  that  sort  to 
entitle  a  party  to  issue  a  capias,  and  take  a  man  in  arrest; 
and  yet  the  long-estabhshed  practice  of  the  Court  gave  the 
jurisdiction*  In  like  manner  in  the  King's  Bench,  with 
respect  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal.  The  ancient  esta- 
blished practice  of  the  Court  is  not  to  be  objected  to  in 
modern  times,  merely  because  it  is  not  founded  upon 
exact  statute. 

Rule  discharged. 
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Where  a  rule 
nisi  for  Judg- 
ment, M  in  cue 
of  a  nonsuit,  is 
discharged  on  a 
peremptory  un- 
dertalKing, 
either  party 
may  draw  up 
the  rule  con- 
taining the  un- 
dertaking, and 
if  the  defendant 
does  so  he  must 
serve  the  plain- 
tiff with  it,  to 
enable  him  to 
try  according  to 
the  undertak- 
ing; and  where 
the  plaintiff 
gave  a  peremp- 
tory undertak- 
ing to  try  at  the 
sittings  after 
term,  and  on 
default  a  rule 
absolute  was 
obtained  for 
Judgment,  as  in 
case  of  a  non- 
suit ;  the  Court 
set  aside  that 
rule  and  all 
proceedings 
thereon  for  ir- 
regularity, the 
defendant  not 
having  served 
the  plaintiff 
with  the  rule 
containing  the 
undertaking 
until  the  Srst 
day  of  the 
sittings. 


Sawter  v.  Thompson  and  Another  (a). 

XN  this  case  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit  had  been 
moved  for  in  Trinity  Term,  and  the  rule  discharged  on  an 
undertaking  to  try  at  the  sittings  after  that  term.  The 
plaintiff  did  not  draw  up  the  rule  for  the  undertaking,  or 
proceed  to  trial ;  but  the  defendant  drew  it  up,  and  served  it 
on  the  first  day  of  the  sittings.  In  this  term,  the  defend- 
ant obtained  the  ordinary  rule  absolute  for  judgment  as 
in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  on  the  usual  affidavit  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  not  proceeded  to  trial  pursuant  to  his  undertak- 
ing. JFilles  had  obtained  a  rule  to  set  aside  the  latter 
rule  and  all  proceedings  thereon,  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant  had  not  drawn  up  the  rule  in  time  to  enable 
the  plaintiff  to  go  to  trial,  and  must  therefore  be  consi- 
dered as  having  abandoned  it 

Humfrey  and  James  now  shewed  cause,  and  contended 
that  it  was  the  plaintiff's  rule,  and  that  he  could  not  take 
advantage  of  his  own  laches  in  not  drawing  it  up. 

WUles,  in  support  of  the  rule,  referred  to  GingeU  v. 
Bean  {b) J  where  the  defendant  having,  in  Hilary  Term,  ob- 
tained a  rule  nisi  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit, 
which  was  discharged  on  a  peremptory  undertaking  to  try 
at  the  sittings  after  term;  but  the  rule  containing  the 
undertaking  not  having  been  drawn  up  until  after  the 
time  to  which  it  related  had  expired,  a  rule  absolute  in 
the  first  instance  for  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit, 
obtained  in  Easter  Term,  and  all  proceedings  thereon,  were 
set  aside  for  irregularity. 


(o)  This  case  was  decided  by 
Alderson^  B.,  sitting  alone  on  the 
last  day  of  the  term. 


(6)  1  Man.  &  G.  50;  1  Scott,  N. 
IL153. 
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Aldxbbon,  B. — ^That  case  is  in  point,  and  it  is  consist-  B»eh.  of  puom, 
ent  with  common  sense,  that  if  the  defendant  means  to    v_^!iL 
act  upon  the  undertaking  he  should  give  the  plaintiff  no- 
tice in  time  that  he  does  so. 

Rule  absolute. 


I  qu. 


VACATION  SITTINGS  AFTER  MICHAEL- 
MAS TERM. 


North  v.  Inoamells.  .^     ^n 

.  Nov.  26. 

Trespass.— The  declaration  alleged,  that  the  defend-  i„  tre.pa«i  i 
ant,  with  force  and  arms,  &c.,  broke  and  entered  "  a  cer-  «J-frM*dejicrip- 

-'  .      '  tton  of  ft  close 

tain  close  of  the  plaintiff,  situate  and  being  in  the  parish  by  two  abutuit 
of  Hickney  in  the  coimty  of  Lincoln,  abutting  on  the  south  en/compUance' 
upon  lands  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  defendant,  and  in  h"  t!**  wui  4*^ 
other  part  upon  lands  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  <''«*p^>1- 
Smith,''  and  there  with  spades,  &c.,  dug  up,  turned  up, 
and  subverted  the  soil,  &c. 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  cause  that  the  said  close 
in  which,  &c.,  is  not  suiBcientljr  described  in  the  declara- 
tion by  name  or  abuttals,  or  other  description. 

WdOmger^  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^The  declaration 
does  not  comply  with  the  rule  of  Court.  Hil.  Term,  4  WilL 
4,  tit.  **  Trespass''  1,  which  requires  that  ''  in  actions  of 
trespass  quare  clausum  firegit,  the  close  or  place  in  which, 
fcc.,  must  be  designated  in  the  designation,  by  name  or 
abuttals,  or  other  description ;  in  failure  whereof  the  de- 
fendant may  demur  specially."  This  close  is  described  by 
two  abuttals  only,  which  is  not  a  compliance  with  the  rule. 

fFittmore,  in  support  of  the  declaration. — ^The  plaintiff  is 
not  bound  to  set  out  the  abuttals  all  round  the  close. 
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has  been  sufficiently  complied  with.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  rule 
means  all  the  abuttals^  and  you  have  set  out  only  two,] 
It  is  submitted  that  that  is  sufficient.  The  plaintiff  has 
used  the  ordinary  mode  of  description  which  was  in  use 
before  the  rule  of  Court.  In  fFaffordv.  Anthony  {a),  two 
abuttals  only  were  given,  and  although  the  case  turned  on 
an  objection  to  the  abuttals,  no  objection  was  taken  on  that 
ground.  If  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  case  attempted  to 
set  out  all  the  abuttals,  he  would  probably  be  nonsuited  at 
the  trial  for  want  of  proof  of  the  abuttals,  as  the  title  to  the 
other  adjoining  closes  is  disputed.  If  the  close  was  not 
sufficiently  described,  so  as  to  know  which  was  the  close 
intended,  the  defendant  might  have  applied  to  a  Judge  at 
Chambers  to  compel  the  plaintiff  to  give  a  better  descrip- 
tion of  the  abuttals,  and  ought  not  to  have  demurred.  The 
rule  requires  a  designation  by  name  or  abuttals;  and  any 
name  would  be  a  compliance  with  its  terms,  though  it  af- 
forded no  information  to  the  defendant.  In  Cocker  y. 
Crong>ton{b),  where  the  {plaintiff  named  his  close  the  Fold- 
yard,  and  the  defendant  pleaded  Uberum  tenementum  ge- 
nerally, without  giving  any  further  description  of  the  close, 
it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  driven  to  a  new 
assignment,  but  was  entitled  to  recover  upon  proving  a 
trespass  done  in  a  close  in  his  possession  bearing  the  name 
given  in  the  dedaration,  although  the  defendant  had  a 
close  called  the  Foldyard  in  the  same  parish.  So  here,  two 
abuttals  would  be  a  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  rule, 
and  they  have  been  given. — He  dted  also  Lethbridge  v. 
WMer(c). 

WaUinger,  in  reply.— The  object  of  the  rule  was  to  avoid 
ambiguity,  and  to  prevent  the  plea  of  liberom  tenementum, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  a  new  assignment.    It  is 

(a)  8  Bing.  75 ;  1  M.  &  Scott,        {h)  1  B.&Cr.  4R9;  2  D.  &  R.  719. 
126.  (c)  2  Bing.  49 ;  9  Moore,  95. 
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admitted  thst  one  abuttal  wonld  not  be  a  compliance  with  ^«e*.  i^  PkmBy 
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tbe  rule,  and  it  has  never  yet  been  decided  that  two  abut-  *  - 

tals  are  sufficient.    The  drcnmstance  of  the  other  boun-        North 

daries  of  the  close  not  being  known^  is  no  excuse  for  not     Imoamells. 

complying  with  the  rule.  The  demurrer  is  expressly  given 

by  the  rule^  if  there  is  a  failure  of  compliance  with  it. 

Paekb^  B. — ^I  think  the  description  is  sufficient  to  sa- 
tisfy the  rule  of  Court.  The  rule  was  introduced  to  pre- 
vent the  plea  of  liberum  tenementum,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  new  assignment;  and  it  directs  the  dose  to  be  set  out 
by  name^  abuttals,  or  other  description.  It  was  settled 
in  Cocker  v.  Cronq^ton,  that  if  there  be  a  description  of  the 
dose  in  the  declaration,  liberum  tenementum  is  not  a 
common  bar,  because  the  defendant  must  be  taken  to 
know  what  dose  is  meant ;  and  the  question  is  whether  the 
close  so  described  is  or  is  not  the  dose  of  the  defendant. 
I  therefore  think  it  is  suffident  to  give  such  a  description 
that  the  party  may  know  what  close  is  intended.  If  this 
description  should  be  insufficient,  the  defendant  may  ap- 
ply on  affidavit  to  a  Judge  at  chambers,  stating  that  he 
does  not  know  in  respect  of  what  close  the  plaintiff  com- 
plains. If  indeed  it  had  been  dedded,  that  to  a  plea  of 
liberum  tenementum  a  replication  setting  out  two  abuttals 
only  had  been  bad,  I  should  have  been  disposed  to  think 
that  the  same  rule  would  have  applied  to  the  declaration; 
but  there  is  no  such  decision.  The  practice  of  pleaders 
has  been  not  to  insert  too  many  abuttals  in  the  declara- 
tion, in  order  to  avoid  being  nonsuited  at  the  trial.  I 
think  the  plaintiff  is  within  the  terms  of  the  rule,  and  that 
he  may  be  considered  to  have  done  enough  in  the  first 
instance,  to  prevent  the  defendant  firom  having  recourse 
to  the  plea  of  tiberum  tenementum.  The  description  is  in 
accordance  with  the  old  practice,  under  which  it  was  suffi- 
dent to  shew  two  abuttals.  The  defendant  may  withdraw 
his  demurrer  on  payment  of  costs. 
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AldbbsoNi  B. — ^The  object  of  tlie  rule  in  requiring  the 
close  to  be  described  by  name^  abuttals^  or  other  descrip-r 
tion^  was  to  prevent  the  ambiguity  that  would  arise  if  the 
name  of  the  parish  alone  were  given.  The  plaintiff  must 
give  a  sufficient  description  to  shew  that  he  is  suing  for  a 
trespass  to  a  particular  close^  and  that  is  done  when  a  plain- 
tiff  gives  two  abuttals  or  the  name.  It  is  clear  that  no  rule 
could  be  made  in  this  case  so  as  to  exclude  all  possible 
ambiguity.  If  the  defendant  can  shew  that  there  is  a 
real  ambiguity^  and  that  he  cannot  see  distinctly  what 
dose  is  indicated  by  the  plaintiff's  declaration^  he  may 
apply  to  a  Judge  for  a  better  description. 

OuRNEY^  B.^  and  Bolfe,  B.^  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


No9.  26. 


A  declaration 
described  tlie 
plaintiff  as*' one 
of  the  present 
public  officers  of 
certain  persons 
united  in  co- 
partnership 
for  iht  pmrpoM 
iS^  carrying  on 
the  trade  and 
business  of 
banking  in 
England,  ac- 
cording to  the 
Stat.  7  Geo.  4, 

bad  on  special 
demurrer,  for 
not  stating  that 
the  copartner- 
ship was  carry- 
ing on  the  trade 
and  business  of 
bankers,  or  had 
carried  on  such 
trade. 


Fletcheb^  Public  Officer,  r.  Cbosbie,  Barlow,  and 
Others. 

Assumpsit  for  money  lent,  money  paid,  interest,  work 
and  labour,  and  on  an  account  stated.  The  declaration 
commenced  as  follows : — "  John  Fletcher,  the  plaintiff  in 
this  suit,  one  of  the  present  public  officers  of  certain  persons 
united  in  co-partnership,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
trade  and  business  of  bankers  in  England,  according  to  the 
statute  made  and  passed  in  the  7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  Oeorge  the  4th,  entitled  '  An  Act  for 
the  better  regulating  Co-partnerships  of  certain  Bankers 
in  England,'  &c.,  which  said  John  Fletcher  had  been  duly 
nominated  and  appointed,  and  now  is  one  of  the  public 
officers  of  the  said  co-partnership,  according  to  the  form 
and  effect  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  complains,''  &c. 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  causes,  that  it  nowhere 
appears  by  the  declaration,  that  the  said  co-partnership 


MICHAELMAS   VACATION^  5  VICT.  253 

ever  in  fact  carried  on  business  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bxeh.  of  Pkat, 


said  act,  or  that  the  said  supposed  debt  accrued  from  the 
defendant  Barlow  to  the  said  co-partnership  whilst  carry- 
ing on  business  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  or 
that  the  said  defendant  was  indebted  to  the  said  co-part- 
nership^ as  a  co-partnership  carrying  on  business  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act,  at  the  time  of  the  commencement 
of  the  said  suit. 

Joinder  in  demurrer. 

TomHnaon,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^As  the  right  of 
action  arises  under  a  statute,  9  Oeo.  4,  c.  46,  and  did  not 
exist  at  common  law,  the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  bring  him- 
self within  the  provisions  of  the  statute.  The  statute 
confines  the  right  to  sue  to  parties  to  a  co-partnership 
which  has  actually  carried  on  business,  and  as  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  parties  here  ever  carried  on  business  as 
bankers,  the  plaintiff  has  not  brought  himself  within  it. 
The  9th  section  of  the  7  Oteo.  4,  c.  46,  enacts, — '^  that  all 
actions  and  suits,  and  also  all  petitions  to  found  any  com- 
mission of  bankruptcy,  against  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  indebted  to  any  such  co-partnership,  carrying  on 
business  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,^'  &c.  &c.,  shall  be 
commenced  in  the  name  of  any  one  of  the  public  ofiicers 
for  the  time  being,  of  such  co-partnership.  Similar  lan- 
guage is  used  in  the  act  for  extending  it,  1  &  2  Vict. 
c.  96,  s.  1,  by  which  it  is  enacted, — "  that  any  person  now 
being,  or  having  been,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  or  have 
been,  a  member  of  any  co-partnership  now  carrying  on  or 
which  may  hereafter  carry  on  the  business  of  banking 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  acts,  shaQ,  &c.''  So 
that  the  right  of  a  banking  co-partnership  to  sue  in  the 
name  of  their  public  officer,  is  confined  to  cases  where  they 
are  actwMy  carrying  on  business,  and  not  merely  to  cases 
where  they  intend  doing  so.  The  carrying  on  business  is 
conditional  to  the  right  to  sue.  Here  the  allegation  in  the 

VOL.  IX.  s  M.  w. 
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^  ^  ^  the  purpose  of  canying  on  the  trade  and  business  of  bank- 
Flstchbr  ers.  It  is  consistent  with  that  allegation^  that  the  co- 
Crosbi*.  partnership  has  never  carried  on  business  at  all,  but  only 
contemplates  doing  so.  By  the  rule  of  HiL  T.  4  Will.  4, 
pi.  21,  the  character  in  which  a  party  sues  or  is  sued 
''  shall  not  in  any  case  be  considered  aa  in  issue,  unless 
specially  denied.'^  In  the  present  case  there  is  no  aver- 
ment which  is  capable  of  being  traversed.  SpiUer  v.  John- 
son (a)  will  perhaps  be  relied  on  by  the  other  side,  but  there 
this  objection  was  not  pointed  out  as  a  cause  of  demurrer. 

Crompion,  contra. — ^The  form  here  used  is  the  same  as 
that  in  SpiUer  v.  Johnson  and  Christie  v.  Peart  (i),  and  is 
the  form  now  given  in  the  books  of  pleading.  In  SpiUer 
V.  Johnson,  Atderson,  B.,  says,  ''  In  actions  by  the  assig- 
nees of  a  bankrupt,  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  in  the 
declaration  that,  they  were  elected  by  the  creditors.^'  It 
cannot  be  necessary,  to  entitle  co-partnerships  to  sue  by 
their  public  officer,  that  they  should  actually  be  carrying 
on  business  at  the  time  of  the  action ;  otherwise  the  con- 
sequence would  be,  that  if  they  ceased  to  cany  on  busi- 
ness they  could  neither  sue  nor  be  sued;  whereas  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  provides  that  brfore  they  begin  to  issue 
bills  or  notes,  &c.,  the  names  of  two  or  more  persons  shall 
be  given  as  public  officers,  in  whose  name  the  co-partner- 
ship shall  sue  and  be  sued:  Edwards  v.  Buchanan  (c). 
IParke,  B. — ^The  act  provides  that  certain  acts  shall  be 
done  before  they  "  shall  b^n  to  issue  any  bills  or  notes, 
or  borrow,  owe,  or  take  up  any  money  on  their  bills  or 
notes  ;^'  but  it  does  not  follow  that  they  cannot  borrow 
money  or  act  as  bankers  in  other  respects.]  According  to 
the  argument  on  the  other  side,  no  indictment  could  be 
maintained  for  stealing  the  property  of  the  co-partnership, 

(a)  6  M.  &  W.  570.        (6)  7  M.  &  W.  491.        (c)  3  B,  &  Adol.  788. 
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as  it  miglit  be  a  good  defence  to  say  that  they  were  not  Bgeh.  of  PUas, 
cariying  on  business.  ^  ^^^'   , 

Flbtchbr 
TomUnsm,  in  reply. — ^The  objection  is,  that  it  does  not  cromib. 
appear  that  they  ever  carried  on  business.  If  the  members 
of  this  co-partnership  once  carried  on  business,  and  were 
irinding  up  their  affairs,  they  might  still  be  considered  as 
canying  on  business  within  the  meaning  of  the  act.  It  is 
analogous  to  the  case  of  a  partnership,  where  after  the 
dissolution  the  partners  still  remain  liable.  The  privilege 
is  confined  to  persons  carrying  on  business,  or  who  have 
carried  on  business. 

Pabke,  B. — ^The  declaration  is  bad  on  special  demur- 
rer. It  ought  to  have  stated  that  the  co-partnership 
were  carrying  on  business,  and  it  would  be  suflScient  proof 
of  that  allegation,  if  it  were  traversed,  that  they  had  once 
begun  to  carry  it  on.  The  plaintiff  may  amend  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  and,''  so  that  the  sentence  will  run  thus, 
''for  the  purpose  of  and  carrying  on  the  trade  and  busi- 
ness &c." 

Ijeave  to  amend  accordingly,  otherwise 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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Dee.  2. 

Where  the 
obligor  of  a 
bond,  having 
devised  his 
land,  died  be- 
fore the  pass- 
ing of  the  Stat. 
1  Will  4,  c.  47: 
— Heirf,  that 
the  specialty 
creditor  could 
not  maintain  an 
action  against 
the  devisee 
alone,  there 
being  no  heir, 
under  8  W.  & 
M.,  c.  14,  s.  8. 


Hunting  v.  Sheldrake  and  Others. 

Debt  on  bond.— The  declaration  stated,  that  William 
Clarke,  of  whom  the  said  defendants  are  devisees  {there 
being  no  heirs  of  the  said  William  Clarke),  theretofore  and 
in  the  lifetime  of  him  the  said  William  Clarke,  to  wit,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1821,  by  his  certain  writing  obligatory, 
sealed,  &c.  (profert),  acknowledged  himself  to  be  held  and 
firmly  bound  unto  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  £100,  to  be 
paid  to  the  plaintiff,  and  for  the  true  payment  whereof  the 
said  William  Clarke  did,  by  the  said  writing  obligatory, 
bind  himself  and  his  heirs  to  the  plaintiff:  and  the  plaintiff 
avers  that  the  said  William  Clarke  departed  this  life  after 
the  making  and  passing  of  a  certain  act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  William  4th  (a),  intituled  ^^  Ap  Act  for  consolidating 
and  amending  the  Laws  for  facilitating  the  Payment  out  of 
Debts  of  real  Estates,"  to  wit,  on  the  17th  of  July  1881  ; 
and  the  plaintiff  further  saith,  that  the  said  William 
Clarke  died  without  having  or  leaving  any  heir  or  heirs ; 
nevertheless  the  said  William  Clarke  in  his  lifetime,  and  the 
defendants,  so  being  his  devisees  as  aforesaid  (there  being  no 
heir  of  the  said  William  Clarke),  have  not  nor  hath  any  or 
either  of  them  ptud  the  said  sum  of  £100  above-mentioned, 
or  any  part  thereof,  but  to  pay  the  same  have  wholly  ne- 
glected and  refused,  and  the  said  defendants  still  refuse 
to  pay  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof. 


(fl)  1  Will.  4,  c.  47;  by  the  4th 
section  of  which  it  is  enacted,  that 
if  in  any  case  there  shall  not  be  any 
heirs-at-law,  against  whom,  jointly 
with  the  devisee  or  devisees,  a  re- 
medy is  hereby  givpn,  in  every 
such  case  every  creditor  to  whom 
by  this  act  relief  is  so  given,  shall 


and  may  have  and  maintain  his, 
her,  and  their  action  and  actions  of 
debt  or  covenant,  as  the  case  may 
be,  against  such  devisee  or  devisees 
solely;  and  such  devisee  or  devi- 
sees shall  be  liable  for  false  plea  as 
aforesaid. 
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Plea,  that  the  said  William  Clarke  departed  this  life  be-  ^Btek.  ^  PUat, 
fore  the  making  and  passing  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament  - 

in  the  declaration  mentioned^  to  wit^  on  &c.^  without  this,      Huntiho 
that  the  said  William  Clarke  departed  this  life  after  the    Shbloeake. 
making  and  passing  of  the  same  act^  modo  et  form&. 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  cause,  that  the  defend- 
ants have,  by  their  said  plea,  taken  an  immaterial  issue. 

Joinder  in  demurrer. 

The  following  was  the  point  marked  for  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff : — ^The  plaintiff  will  rely  upon  the  cause 
of  demurrer  specially  assigned,  viz.  that  the  defendants 
have  by  their  plea  taken  an  immaterial  traverse;  and  will 
insist  that  it  is  immaterial,  on  the  ground  that  the  action 
was  maintainable  against  the  devisee  alone  (there  being  no 
heir)  under  the  3  W.  &  M.  c.  14. 

The  case  was  argued  on  a  former  day  (Nov.  26)  by 

Manning,  Serjt.,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — By  the 
8  W.  &  M.  c.  14,  s.  2,  it  is  enacted,—''  that  all  wills  and 
testaments,  limitations,  dispositions,  or  appointments  of  or 
concerning  any  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  or  of  any  rent,  profit,  term,  or  charge  out 
of  the  same,  whereof  any  person  or  persons,  at  the  time  of 
his,  her,  or  their  decease,  shall  be  seised  in  fee-simple  in  pos- 
session, reversion,  or  remainder,  to  hav6  power  to  dispose  of 
the  same  by  his,  her,  or  their  last  wills  or  testaments,  to  be 
made  after  the  25th  day  of  March,  1692,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  (only  as  against  such  creditor  or  creditors  as 
aforesaid,  his,  her,  and  their  heirs,  successors,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  and  every  of  them)  to  be  frau- 
dulent, and  clearly,  absolutely,  and  utterly  void,  frustrate, 
and  of  none  effect,  any  pretence,  colour,  feigned  or  pre- 
sumed consideration,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.^'  And  the  8rd  section  enacts, — 
''  And  for  the  means  that  such  creditors  may  be  enabled 
to  recover  their  said  debts,  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in 
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Bwh.  cf  Pieoi,  the  case  before  mentioned,  every  such  creditor  shall  and 
may  have  and  maintain  his,  her,  and  their  action  and  ac« 
tions  of  debt  upon  his,  her,  and  their  said  bonds  and  spe- 
cialties, against  the  heir  andheirs-at-law  of  such  obligor  or 
obligors,  and  such  devisee  and  devisees  jointly,  by  virtue  of 
this  act;  and  such  devisee  or  devisees  shall  be  liable  and 
chargeable  for  a  false  plea  by  him  or  them  pleaded,  in  the 
same  manner  as  any  heir  should  have  been  for  any  false 
plea  by  him  pleaded,  or  for  not  confessing  the  lands  or 
tenements  to  him  descended/'  The  latter  section  merely 
means,  that  where  there  is  an  heir  he  must  be  joined,  other- 
wise the  defendant  may  plead  the  non-joinder  in  abatement 
but  where  there  is  no  heir,  the  devisee  may  be  sued  alone. 
If  the  section  has  not  that  construction,  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  narrowing  very  considerably  the  operation  of  the 
enactments  in  the  second  section.  The  statute  was  passed 
to  prevent  creditors  from  being  defirauded  of  their  debts, 
and  it  ought  therefore  to  be  liberally  construed,  as  was 
said  by  Lord  Hardwicke  in  Kinaston  v.  Clark  {a).  At  com- 
mon law  lands  were  not  devisable,  and  all  specialty  cre- 
ditors might  recover  their  debts  against  the  heir.  The 
stat.  82  Hen,  8,  c.  1,  enabled  persons  to  devise  all  lands 
held  in  socage,  and  two-thirds  of  lands  held  by  knight-ser« 
vice,  or  in  the  nature  of  socage,  of  other  lords  than  the 
King.  And  the  stat.  12  Car.  2,  c.  24,  s.  1,  by  abolishing 
tenure  by  knight-service,  had  the  effect  of  rendering  aU 
lands  devisable;  by  which  means  persons  were  enabled,  by 
devising  their  lands,  to  defiraud  their  creditors.  It  was  to 
remedy  this  evil  that  the  stat.  3  W.  &  M.,  c.  14,  was  passed. 
In  Gawlery.  Wade{b)i  where  a  bill  in  equity  was  filed 
against  the  devisee  alone,  there  being  an  heir  in  existence, 
it  was  held  that  the  heir  ought  to  be  joined;  and  Lord 
Cottper,  C,  there  says, — '^  It  is  the  act  of  Parliament 
makes  this  assets  in  the  devisee's  hands,  and  that  requiring 

(a)  2  Atk.  205.  {b)  1  P.  Wms.  100. 
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the  heir  to  be  made  a  defendant^  you  must  follow  the  re-  Exck,  of  PUas, 
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medy  therein  prescribed ;  and  this  bill  in  equity  is  an  ac- 
tion at  law ;  otherwise,  if  there  were  no  heir ;  and  perhaps  it  Huktwo 
might  be  otherwise  too^  if  the  bill  had  charged  that  the  Sheldrake. 
plaintiff  had  made  inquiry,  and  could  find  or  discover  no 
heir.''  That  passage  was  misunderstood  by  Lawrence,  J., 
in  Wibon  v.  Knubley  {a) ;  for  there  is  no  ground  for  sur- 
mising that  Lord  Cofwper  thought,  that  if  there  had  been 
no  heir,  it  would  have  been  a  reason  for  the  creditors  going 
into  equity.  The  effect  of  the  decision  in  truth  is,  that 
both  at  law  and  in  equity  the  devisee  may  be  sued  alone, 
when  there  is  no  heir. 

F,  Robinson,  contra. — ^The  issue  is  not  immaterial,  for 
the  allegation  that  the  obligor  died  before  the  passing  of 
the  stat.  1  Will.  4,  c.  47,  is  a  good  traverse.  The  stat. 
8  W.  &  M.,  c.  14,  was  intended  to  give  a  remedy  to  spe- 
cialty creditors  in  those  cases  only  where  there  was  an 
heir  and  also  a  devisee,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  assume 
that  the  legislature  intended  to  give  a  remedy  where  there 
was  no  heir.  In  Wilson  v.  Knubley,  where  the  plaintiff 
declared  in  covenant  against  the  defendant  as  devisee  of 
the  lands,  ''there  being  no  heir''  of  the  testator.  Lord 
EUenboraugh  says — "  Supposing,  therefore,  that  we  could 
go  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  an  averment  of  there  being 
no  hebr  is  equivalent  to  joining  the  heir,  where  there  is 
one,  in  the  action — supposing  we  could  get  over  that  diffi- 
culty, how  could  we,  construing  a  comparatively  recent 
act  of  Parliament,  where  a  particular  remedy  is  given,  by 
action  of  debt,  on  bonds  and  specialties,  where  no  remedy 
was  before,  extend  it  to  actions  of  covenant  ?  "  That  case 
was  recognized  by  the  Court  in  giving  judgment  in  Farley 
V.  Briant  (4).    The  only  authority  cited  on  the  other  side 

(a)  7  East,  133.  .     (b)  3  Ad.  &  £U.  839;  5  Nev.  &  M.  42. 
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Exeh.  of  PUas,  k  an  obiter  dictum  of  an  equity  Judge  in  Gawkr  v.  Wade, 

'    and  wUch  was  not  necessary  to  the  decision  of  the  case* 

Hunting       {AUeTian^  B. — In  those  days  the  equity  Judges  knew  and 

Shbldrakb.  were  in  the  habit  of  practising  the  common  law.]  Even  ad- 
mitting Lord  Cowper  to  be  as  good  an  authority  in  law  as 
in  equity,  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  determine  this 
point,  because  he  decided  against  the  creditor.  It  has  been 
held  that,  under  certain  circumstances,  the  heir  is  liable  to 
make  contribution  to  the  devisee;  which  is  in  favour  of  the 
defendant:  Cfiaplin  v.  Chaplin  {a),  Galion  r.  Hancock  {b). 
The  legislature  may  have  intended  to  give  a  remedy  to  a 
certain  extent  only,  and  may  never  have  contemplated  this 
case:  if  so,  it  is  casus  omissus,  and  the  Court  cannot  supply 
it.  In  Jones  v.  Smart  (c),  BuUer,  J.,  says — "  A  casus  omis- 
sus can  in  no  case  be  supplied  by  a  Court  of  law,  for  that 
would  be  to  make  laws.''  The  same  rule  is  laid  down  by 
Vaughanj  C,  J.,  in  Bole  v.  Horton  {d).  Doe  dem.  Howson 
V.  Waierton  {e),  and  Bradley  v.  Clark  (/),  are  authorities 
to  the  same  effect.  In  the  latter  case  Btdler,  J.,  says,  ''In 
early  times  the  legislature  used  (and  I  believe  it  was  a 
wise  course  to  take)  to  pass  laws  in  general  and  in  few 
terms;  they  were  left  to  the  Courts  of  law  to  be  construed, 
so  as  to  reach  all  the  cases  within  the  mischief  to  be  reme- 
died. But  in  modern  times  great  care  has  been  taken  to 
mention  the  particular  cases  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
legislature,  and  the  Courts  are  not  permitted  to  take  the 
same  liberty  in  construing  them  as  they  did  in  expound- 
ing the  ancient  statutes.''  This  statute  gave  a  new  re- 
medy, and  must  be  construed  strictly.  It  may  be  admitted 
that  if  before  the  stat.  8  W.  &  M.  there  had  been  a  re- 
medy against  the  devisee  of  land,  the  words  of  the  act  might 
admit  of  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff;  but 

(fl)  3  p.  Wms.  365.  (d)  Vaugh.  373. 

(b)  2  Atk.  430.  (e)  3  B.  &  Aid.  149. 

{4J)1T.R.52.  COST.  R.  197. 
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it  is  otherwise  when  a  statute,  as  in  this  case,  gives  a  remedy  SmM.  of  PU99, 
unknown  to  the  common  law.  In  Tcwmend^s  case  (a)  it  is     w  *°^**  ^ 
said,  ''And  so  is  the  diversity  where  a  statute  makes  an      Humtimo 
ordinance  by  a£Snnative  words  touching  a  thing  which  was    Shjblorau. 
before  the  common  law,  and  which  was  not  before  at  the 
common  law/'      In  Wethen  v.  Baldwin  (6),  Windham,  J., 
says, ''  When  an  act  of  Parliament  is  introductoiy  of  a  new 
law  in  aflSrmative  words,  it  has  the  force  of  negative  words/' 
And  in  Pool  v.  Neel{c),  Glyn,  C.  J.,  says,  ''It  is  to  be 
observed  that  acts  which  give  new  remedies  shall  not  have 
a  liberal  construction."     The»^  devisee  is  not,  therefore, 
solely  liable  where  there  is  no  heir. 

Manning,  Seijt.,  in  reply. — It  is  admitted  on  the  other 
side,  that  if  any  remedy  had  existed  at  common  law  against 
the  devisee,  the  plaintiff's  construction  would  be  cor- 
rect: but  that  makes  no  difference.  The  object  of  the 
statute  was  to  make  lands  devised  by  will  subject  to 
specialty  debts,  and  that  if  a  devise  was  in  fact  made,  the 
devisee  should  be  liable.  Its  effect  was  to  -place  the  de- 
visee in  the  situation  of  the  heir,  and  to  make  him  liable 
to  specialty  debts.  The  case  is  precisely  within  the  words 
of  the  act,  which  apply  to  all  devises  which  contain  no 
provision  for  the  payment  of  debts;  the  object  being  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  all  persons  who  were  creditors 
of  the  testator ;  the  remedy  against  him  being  co-extensive 
with  the  assets.  The  obligation  to  pay  debts  necessarily 
arose  from  the  power  to  devise. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

BoLFB,  B. — ^The  question  in  this  case  was,  whether  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  stat.  11  Gheo.  4  and  1  Will.  4,  c.  47,  by 

(a)  Flowd.  1 13.  (6)  1  Sid.  56.  (c)  2  Sid.  63. 
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Ezeh.  of  Pieast  which  the  IswB  for  fiadlitating  the  payment  of  debts  out  of 

'  ^    real  estate  were  consolidated  and  amended,  the  creditor 

HoNTiMo      of  a  deceased  devisor,  being  creditor  bj  a  bond  in  which 

sbeldrakb.    the  heirs  were  bound,  could  maintain  an  action  of  debt 

against  liie  devisees  alone,  stating  in  his  declaration  that 

the  devisor  had  died  and  left  no  heir. 

The  question  turns  entirely  on  the  construction  of  the 
3  W.  &  M.,  c.  14,  commonly  called  the  Statute  of  Fraudu- 
lent Devises.  That  statute  in  its  preamble  recites,  that 
it  is  not  just  that  by  the  practice  of  any  debtors  their  cre- 
ditors should  be  de&auded*of  their  just  debts,  but  that 
nevertheless  it  has  often  happened  that  persons  having,  by 
bonds  or  other  specialties,  bound  themselves  and  their 
heirs,  have  died  seised  in  fee  of  lands,  and  have  by  their 
wiUs,  in  fraud  of  their  creditors,  devised  their  lands  in 
such  manner  as  that  their  creditors  lost  their  debts.  And 
then  in  the  second  section,  for  remedying  of  this  evil, 
it  enacts  that  all  wills  of  lands,  whereof  any  person 
shall  die  seised  in  fee-simple,  shall  be  deemed  (only  as 
against  such  creditors  as  aforesaid)  to  be  fraudulent  and 
void,  and  of  none  effect.  The  third  section  thai  proceeds 
to  enact,  that  in  case  of  such  devises  the  creditor  shall  and 
may  maintain  his  action  of  debt  against  the  heir  and  de- 
visee jointly.  No  provision  is  made  in  the  act  for  the 
case  of  a  devisor  dying  without  an  heir;  but  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff  it  was  argued,  that  such  a  case  being  mani- 
festly within  the  mischief  intended  to  be  remedied,  the 
Court  would  construe  the  third  sectbn  so  as  to  give  an 
effectual  remedy.  The  legislature,  by  the  second  section, 
makes  void,  as  against  creditors,  all  wills  whatever,  with- 
out regard  to  the  tact  of  the  devisor  having  or  not  having 
an  heir;  and  it  was  strongly  pressed  on  us  in  argument, 
that  the  subsequent  provision  in  the  third  section,  as  to 
suing  the  heir  and  devisees  jointly,  must  be  taken  only  as 
pointing  out  the  course  of  proceeding  in  those  cases  (by 
far  the  most  common)  where  there  is  an  heir,  and  not  as 
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narrowing  the  enactment  in  the  previous  aectioni  whereby  JSmA.  ^  PUoi^ 
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all  mils  of  land  whatever  are  made  void  against  specialty 
creditors.  Hohtimg 

At  the  commencement  of  the  argmnent  of  this  case^  we  Sheldrake. 
were  very  much  inclined  to  adopt  this  view  of  the  subject; 
but  on  a  more  attentive  consideration  of  the  statute,  we 
have  come  to  a  contrary  conclusion,  and  are  all  clearly  of 
opinion  that  no  remedy  whatever  is  given,  or  was  intended 
to  be  given  by  the  statute,  in  the  case  of  a  debtor  by  spe- 
cialty dying  without  an  heir. 

The  evil  recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  statute  is  the 
devising  of  lands  to  the  de/raudi$ig  of  crediiors,  and  the 
remedy  applied  is  the  niaking  void  of  all  such  devises  as 
against  the  creditor. 

Before  the  statute,  if  the  obligor  in  a  bond,  wherein  the 
heirs  were  bound,  died  intestate,  his  land  descended  on 
the  heir,  and  the  heir  (to  the  extent  of  the  land  descended) 
was  liable  to  the  creditor.  If  the  obligor  devised  away  his 
land,  so  that  nothing  descended,  the  right  of  the  creditor 
was  defeated.  The  heir  was  not  liable,  because  by  the  act 
of  the  debtor  in  devising  away  his  land  the  heir  was  ena- 
bled to  plead  riens  per  discent.  The  devisee  was  not 
liable,  for  the  bond  or  other  specialty  in  no  way  affected 
him.  To  remedy  this  evil  the  legislature  interposed,  by 
putting  the  creditor  in  all  cases  in  the  same  situation  as  tf 
no  wUl  had  been  made;  it  declared  all  wills  void  as  against 
him.  Such  is  the  express  enactment  of  the  2nd  section. 
But  if  the  statute  had  stopped  there,  the  creditor  might 
have  had  considerable  difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  pro- 
ceed. His  obvious  course  would  seem  to  have  been  to 
proceed  against  the  heir,  for,  the  will  being  declared  void 
as  against  creditors,  he  might  have  contended  that  the 
lands  had  descended  on  the  heir.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
wiU  not  being  void  against  the  heir,  the  heir  might  have 
truly  pleaded  riens  per  discent.  To  obviate  this  incon- 
gruity, the  8rd  section  gives  a  remedy  of  a  special  nature. 
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Egch.  of  Pleas,  \}j  enabling  the  creditor  to  sue  the  heir  and  devisee 
jointly^  in  analogy  probably  to  the  case  of  an  obligor  dying 
and  leaving  two  distinct  classes  of  heirs^  viz.  one  ex-parte 
patem&  and  the  other  ex-parte  matemfi^  or  leaving  some 
lands  held  in  free  and  common  socage,  and  other  lands 
held  in  gavelkind,  where  the  heirs  wiU  be  divisible. 

These  clauses  thus  give  a  complete  and  effectual  remedy 
to  the  creditor,  in  all  cases  in  which  the  debtor  might  have 
left  the  lands  to  descend  to  his  heir,  so  as  to  become  liable 
to  the  demand  of  the  creditor,  but  has,  in  order  to  avoid 
payment  or  from  any  other  motive,  devised  them  away. 

How  is  it  then  in  a  case  where  the  debtor  devising  away 
his  lands  has  left  no  heir?  We  think  that  case  is  left 
altogether  untouched  by  the  statute.  In  such  a  case  the 
will  could  not  by  possibility  work  any  injustice  to  the  cre- 
ditor; for,  if  there  had  been  no  will,  he  could  have  had  no 
right  against  the  land.  The  will  makes  no  difference;  the 
heir,  it  is  true,  was  bound  by  the  bond  or  other  specialty; 
but,  if  there  is  no  heir,  the  lord  claiming  by  escheat  cer- 
tainly is  not  liable  to  the  creditor.  He,  in  the  language 
of  the  law,  comes  in  not  in  the  per  but  in  the  post,  and  is 
an  entire  stranger  to  the  obligations  of  the  tenant  whose 
land  has  escheated. 

For  these  reasons,  we  think  that  the  statute  does  not  at 
all  apply  to  the  wills  of  persons  dying  without  heirs;  and 
in  confirmation  of  this  view  of  the  case  it  maybe  observed, 
that  the  only  relief  given  is  to  make  void  all  wills  as 
against  creditors,  a  species  of  relief  obviously  inapplicable 
to  a  case  where,  supposing  the  will  out  of  the  way,  the 
creditor  has  no  right  against  the  land  which  forms  the  sub- 
ject of  the  devise. 

In  putting  this  construction  on  the  statute,  we  are  not 
acting  against  any  decided  case.  Indeed,  the  only  author- 
ity at  all  relied  on  by  the  plaintiff  is  the  dictum  of  Lord 
Cawper  in  Gawler  v.  Wade  {a).  We  agree  with  the  obser- 
(o)  1  P.  Wms.  100. 
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vation.  that  what  was  there  said,  though  referable  only  to  Sx^  of  Pieoi^ 
the  course  of  proceeding  in  equity,  is  equally  applicable  ^  ^  *  ^ 
to  an  action  at  law.  For  in  enforcing  the  payment  of  Hunting 
debts  against  devisees,  under  the  statute  of  Fraudulent  Srbldhake. 
Jtevises,  courts  of  equity  were  merely  enforcing  legal 
rights,  and  must  of  course  strictly  follow  the  law.  But 
with  all  respect  for  the  high  authority  of  the  distinguished 
judge  to  whom  the  dictum  is  attributed,  we  cannot  think 
it  of  sufficient  weight  to  countervail  what  appears  to  us  to 
be  the  plain  and  obvious  construction  of  the  statute,  a 
construction,  we  may  add,  by  which  we  fully  cany  out  all 
the  purposes  declared  in  the  preamble^  and  give  effect  to 
eveiy  part  of  the  enactments.  Our  construction,  it  is 
true,  does  not  in  all  cases  make  the  land  assets  in  the 
hands  of  a  devisee,  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  more 
recent  acts  to  do.  But  it  carries  into  effect  all  which  the 
statute  itself  states  as  its  object ;  and  whether  the  omis- 
sion of  the  case  of  a  party  dying  without  an  heir  was  the 
result  of  accident,  or,  as  we  believe  it  was,  of  design,  in 
neither  case  do  we  feel  justified  in  doing  violence  to  the 
positive  words  of  the  legislature,  merely  in  order  to  effect 
something  not  stated  on  the  face  of  the  statute  as  one  of 
its  objects. 

On  these  grounds  we  think  there  must  be  judgment  for  || 
the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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EtdL  rf  Pleat  f 
1841. 


J.     „  Walkee  v.  J.  S.  Sheewin^  Esq.,  and  G.  Weagoe« 

nee.  2. 

By  aioeai  act,  X  HIS  WES  an  action  of  trespass  for  breaking  and  enter- 

su^^je2i!ooo  i^S  ^^6  dweUing-kouse  of  the  plaintiff,  situate  in  the  pa- 

2nSJnt*f  da-  ™^  ^^  Radford  in  the  count7  of  Nottingham,  and  there 

magei  recoTer-  taking  his  goods  and  chattels,  until  the  plaintiff,  in  order 

dredofB.  for'  to  redeem  the  same,  was  obliged  to  pay  the  defendants 

JtuS^f"**"  181/.  5«.  9irf.     The  defendants  pleaded  not  guilty,  and 

Cattf^ff**"?  *®*^®  having  been  joined  thereon,  the  cause  came  on  to  be 

en,  the  jus-  tried  at  the  last  Summer  Assizes  for  the  county  of  Notting- 

peaoe^for  Uie  hsm,  whcn  a  Ycrdict  was  found  for  the  plidntiff  for  181/. 

were  empw-  ^*'  ^'  damages,  and  10*.  costs,  subject  to  the  opinion  of 

ered  to  bor-  the  Court  UDOU  the  following  case : — 

row  the  requur-  ,  , 

ed  sum  by  The  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  committing  of  the  al- 

mortgage,  or  a 
sale  of  annuities 

secured  on  the  proportion  of  the  county  rate  chargeable  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred 
of  B.  And  by  sect.  5,  the  justices  were  required  to  charge  the  proportion  of  the  county  rate  to 
be  raised  upon  the  inhabitanto  of  the  hundred  (except  as  thereinafter  mentioned)  not  only  with 
the  interest  of  the  money  borrowed,  but  also  with  the  payment  of  such  further  sum  as  should 
insure  the  payment  of  the  sum  borrowed  within  seven  years,  or  with  the  payment  of  such  an- 
nuities for  the  like  period,  as  should  be  agreed  to  be  paid  or  granted  in  respect  of  any  part  of 
the  money  so  borrowed ;  and  such  sums  should  be  assessed  and  recovered  on  the  hundred  in 
such  manner  as  ootmty  rates  are  directed  to  be  assessed  and  recovered ;  and  should  be  paid  and 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  justices  in  discharge  of  the  interest,  and  so  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal sums  secured,  or  of  such  annuities,  as  such  money  would  extend  to  discharge  in  each  year, 
until  the  whole  of  the  money  should  be  paid.  The  8th  sect  provided  a  method  for  each  parish 
to  exempt  itself  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  by  paying  its  proportionate  quota  in  the  first  in- 
stance, and  for  that  pnrpoae  directed  the  justices,  after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  sum  to 
be  borrowed,  to  specify  and  declare  the  sum  to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  each  parish  as  the  pro- 
portionate quota  or  share  of  the  whole  sum  so  ascertained ;  and  also  to  appoint  a  day  on  or  be- 
fore which  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  such  parish,  desirous  of  paying 
the  full  amount  of  its  proportionate  quota,  might  pay  the  same  to  the  person  appointed  as  re- 
ceiver under  the  act;  and  upon  payment  thereof,  such  parish  should  be  discharged  from  all 
fhture  payments  relating  to  the  integral  sum  whereof  such  quota  should  have  been  so  paid,  and 
from  the  interest  thereof,  and  also  from  any  share  of  the  expenses,  &c.  And  the  9th  sect  en- 
abled the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  every  such  parish,  to  raise  the  sum  required  as  the 
quota  of  such  parish,  by  loan  on  the  security  of  their  parochial  rates,  to  be  repaid  within  seven 
years. 

In  pursuance  of  the  8th  sect,  the  justices  fixed  the  quota  of  each  parish  in  the  hundred.  Four 
availed  themselves  of  the  option  of  paying  their  quota.  The  parish  of  R.,  and  thirty  more,  did 
not;  and  the  justices  raised  the  required  sum,  after  allowing  for  these  payments,  by  granting 
annuities  of  j^S,600  per  annum  for  seven  years. 

Heldf  that  the  effect  of  the  8th  and  9th  sections  was  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  5th 
section  those  parishes  only  who  paid  their  ascertained  quota ;  that  the  annuities  granted  by  the 
justices  to  pay  the  remainder  were  to  be  secured  upon  the  portion  of  the  county  rate  raised  upon 
-  the  hundred  of  B.,  with  the  exception  of  those  parishes  which  had  paid ;  and  that  the  county 
rate,  with  those  exceptions,  was  liable  in  the  aggregate  to  the  incumbrance,  which  was  to  be  raised, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  county  rate,  by  order  of  the  justices,  in  the  same  way  in  all  respects 
as  the  other  county  rate  is  levied. 
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1^^  trespasses,  was  one  of  the  overseers   of  the  poor  Sstek.  rf  PUa$^ 
of  the  parish  of  Badford,  in  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe,     ^  ^      - 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham.     The  defendant  Wragge      Walkbh 
then  was  and  still  is  the  high  constable  for  the  south  di-      Shbrwih. 
vision  of  the  said  hundred  (within  which  division  the  parish 
of  Badford  is  situated),  and  committed  the  trespasses  as 
alleged  in  the  declaration,  and  kept  the  goods  seized  until 
the  plaintiff  paid  him  the  said  sum  of  18U.  5«.  9^d.  to  re- 
deem the  same.    The  entry  and  seizure  were  made  by  the 
defendant  Wragge  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  warrant 
(hereinafter  mentioned)  of  the  other  defendant  Sherwin, 
one  of  her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Nottingham.   The  proper  notices  were  duly  served  upon 
the  defendants,  and  a  copy  of  the  warrant  duly  demanded, 
as  required  by  law. 

In  the  autumn  of  1881,  various  persons  riotously  and  tu- 
multuously  assembled  in  different  places  within  the  hundred 
of  Broxtowe  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  and  then  feloni- 
ously demolished  and  destroyed  Nottingham  Castle,  and 
divers  other  houses,  mills,  and  other  buildings,  and  the  fur- 
niture and  goods  therein.  Shortly  afterwards  several  per- 
sons commenced  and  prosecuted  actions  at  law,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  final  judgment  therein  against  the  said  inhabitants 
of  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe,  for  damage  and  injury  respect- 
ively sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  such  felonious 
destruction  of  property,  and  recovered  large  sums  of  money 
as  compensation  for  such  damages  and  for  posts  of  suit,  and 
those  sums  of  money  were  wholly  or  in  part  levied  upon 
and  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred.  And  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  as  owner  of  Nottingham  Castle,  situ- 
ate within  the  said  hundred,  also  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted an  action  at  law  against  the  said  inhabitants  for  the 
damage  and  injury  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of  the 
demolition  of  the  said  castle  and  property  therein,  and  ob- 
tained a  verdict  for  £21,000,  together  with  costs  of  suit, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  expended  a  con- 
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Mwek.  of  Pleat,  siderable  sum  in  their  defence  of  tbe  said  action,  where* 
^  *  ^  upon  it  became  manifest  that  the  said  sum  of  £21,000  so 
Walker  recoTered  by  the  said  Duke,  with  costs  of  suit,  and  the  ex- 
Shbrwin.  penses  incurred  bj  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred, 
could  not  be  immediately  raised  and  forthwith  levied  upon 
the  said  inhabitants  without  occasioning  very  serious  dis- 
tress and  inconvenience;  it  therefore  became  expedient 
that  power  should  be  granted  for  borrowing  money  to  sa- 
tisfy and  discharge  such  damages,  costs,  and  expenses,  and 
accordingly,  in  March,  1883,  an  act  of  Parliament  was 
obtained,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  raising  Money  to  pay 
Compensation  for  Damages  committed  within  the  Hun- 
dred of  Broxtowe  in  the  County  of  Nottingham,  during 
the  late  Biots  and  Tumults  therein,^'  which  is  declared  to 
be  a  public  Act,  and  is  to  form  part  of  this  case,  and  to  be 
referred  to  by  either  party  if  necessary.  By  the  said  Act, 
sect.  1,  it  is  enacted, — "  That  the  justices  of  the  peace 
acting  in  and  for  the  county  of  Nottingham,  assembled  in 
General  Quarter  Sessions,  or  at  any  adjournment  or  ad- 
journments thereof,  should,  and  they  were  thereby  required, 
authorized,  and  empowered  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
damages  and  costs  of  sidt  recovered  by  the  said  Duke  of 
Newcastle  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  of 
Broxtowe,  and  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  by 
them,  or  in  their  behalf,  and  duly  allowed  to  them,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  said  suit,  and  after  having  ascertained  the 
same,  to  borrow  and  take  up  on  mortgage  of  the  portion  of 
the  rate  or  assessment  for  the  county  of  Nottingham,  charged 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred,  according  to 
the  laws  then  in  force  for  assessing  county  rates  (except  as 
thereinafter  mentioned),  by  instrument  in  the  form  con- 
tained in  the  schedule  to  the  said  act  annexed,  marked  A. 
or  to  the  like  e£fect,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceed- 
ing the  amount  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  either  by  way 
of  loan  at  interest,  or  by  sale  of  annuities  for  the  term  of 
seven  years,  as  to  the  said  justices  should  appear  necessary 
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and  expedient  for  the  pnrposes  aforesaid^  and  to  secure  B»ek.((fPUa9, 
every  such  ram  of  money  so  borrowed  tipon  the  credit  of    .    ^^^'  . 
rach  proportion  of  rate;  and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for      Walker 
the  justices  so  assembled,  and  they  were  thereby  autho-      sherwik. 
rised,  to  treat  and  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  for  the 
loan  of  any  such  sums  of  money,  and  by  their  order  to 
confirm  every  such  agreement ;  and  every  such  agreement, 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  any  two  or  more  justices  pre- 
sent at  the  time  of  making  such  order,  should  be  and  the 
same  was  thereby  declared  to  be  effectual  for  securing 
every  rach  sum  of  money  so  advanced,  with  interest 
thereon  to  the  person  or  persons  advancing  the  same,  on 
such  terms  as  in  and  by  such  agreement  should  be  sti- 
pulated/' 

By  sect.  2,  it  was  further  enacted,  '^  That  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  said  justices  from  time  to  time,  or  at  any 
one  time,  to  borrow  from  the  Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Com- 
missioners the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  money  thereby 
anthoriaed  to  be  borrowed  and  raised,  either  in  one  sum 
or  in  separate  sums,  and  either  by  way  of  loan  or  sale  of 
annuities  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  upon  the  credit  of 
the  rates  authorized  to  be  made,  raised,  and  assessed  as 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  without  requiring  personal  secu- 
rity, and  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  of 
the  peace  to  mortgage  or  assign  the  said  rates  to  the  said 
commissioners  or  their  secretary  for  the  time  being,  in 
rach  manner  and  form  as  they  the  said  commissioners 
should  direct  and  appoint,  as  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  any  sum  or  sums  so  to  be  ad- 
vanced, imtil  the  principal  money  advanced  by  the  said 
commissioners  in  Exchequer  bills  or  otherwise,  and  all 
interest  thereon  and  arrears  of  annuity  due  or  owing  to 
them,  should  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied."  And  by  sect.  8, 
it  was  enacted,  ''That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  respec- 
tive persons  entitled  to  any  of  the  securities  to  be  given 
by  virtue  of  that  act,  and  their  respective  executors, 

VOL.  IX.  T  M.  w. 
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Extk.  qf  PiMff,  assigns^  &c.,  at  any  time  by  writing  under  their  hands 
and  seals^  to  transfer  such  securities  to  any  person  or 
persons  by  indorsement  on  the  back  of  such  security^  or 
any  writing  to  be  annexed  thereto  in  the  form  mentioned 
in  the  schedule  to  the  said  act  annexed/' 

By  section  5^  it  was  enacted,  "  That  it  should  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  justices  of  the  peace,  and  they  were 
thereby  authorized  and  required,  from  time  to  time  to 
charge  the  proportion  of  the  county-rate  to  be  raised 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  of  Broxtowe, 
(except  as  thereinafter  mentioned),  not  only  with  the 
interest  by  half-yearly  payments  of  the  money  so  bor- 
rowed by  way  of  lease,  but  also  with  the  payment  of 
such  further  sum  as  should  insure  the  payment  of  the 
whole  of  the  sum  so  borrowed  within  seven  years  from 
the  time  of  borrowing  the  same,  in  equal  yearly  pay- 
ments, and  with  the  payment  of  such  annuities  for  the 
like  period,  as  should  be  agreed  to  be  paid  or  granted  for 
and  in  respect  of  any  part  of  the  money  so  borrowed,  toge- 
ther with  the  expenses  incident  to  the  obtaining  and  pass- 
ing the  said  act  and  of  executing  the  same ;  and  such  sums 
should  be  assessed  and  recovered  on  the  said  hundred, 
(except  as  thereinafter  mentioned),  in  such  manner  as 
county  rates  are  directed  to  be  assessed  and  recovered 
under  the  laws  in  force  for  that  purpose,  and  should  be 
paid  and  applied  under  the  direction  of  the  said  justices 
of  the  peace,  in  discharge  of  the  interest  of  so  many  of  the 
principal  sums  on  the  said  securities,  or  of  such  annuities 
as  such  money  would  extend  to  discharge  in  each  year, 
until  the  whole  of  the  money  for  which  such  securities 
should  be  made,  and  the  interest  thereof,  should  be  fully 
paid  and  discharged.  And  the  said  justices  of  the  peace 
should  and  they  were  thereby  required  to  fix  one  or  more 
day  or  days  in  each  year  in  which  such  payment  should  be 
made,  and  should  make  orders  for  assessment  in  due  time, 
so  as  to  provide  for  the  regular  payment  thereof,  and 
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wUeh  justiees  should  also  and  they  were  thereby  required  Exek.  rf  pimi, 
to  app(»nt  a  proper  person  to  receiTe  all  and  every  the 
rates  charged  upon  the  said  hundred^  for  the  purposes  of 
the  said  act^  and  to  apply  the  same  in  conformity  to  the 
proviskms  of  tiie  said  aetj  and  to  the  orders  of  the  said 
justices  in  that  respect/'  By  sect.  8^  it  was  further  en- 
acted, "  That  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  should,  and  they 
were  thereby  required,  immediately  after  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  sums  authoriaed  to  be  borrowed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act,  at  such  general  quarter  sessions 
or  at  any  adjournment  thereof  as  aforesaid,  to  specify  and 
dedare,  by  public  advertisement  in  one  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  printed  <nr  circulated  in  the  said  county  of 
Nottingham,  or  by  notice  signed  by  the  derk  of  the  peace 
and  delivered  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  or  the  person  or  persons  authorised  to  collect  the 
county  rates  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place  within  the 
said  hundred,  the  sum  to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  each 
parish,  township,  or  place,  as  the  proportionate  quota  or 
diare  of  the  whole  sum  of  money  so  ascertained  as  afore- 
said, and  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  would 
have  been  liable  to  pay  in  case  this  act  had  not  been 
passed;  and  also  to  appoint  a  day  on  or  before  which 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  of  such 
parish,  township,  or  place,  desirous  of  paying  the  full 
amount  of  such  proportionate  quota  or  share,  might  pay 
the  same  to  the  person  appointed  as  receiver  under  the 
said  act,  and  upon  payment  thereof  accordingly,  such 
parish,  township,  or  place  should  be  discharged  fix>m  all 
future  payments  relating  to  the  integral  sum  whereof 
such  quota  or  share  should  have  been  so  paid,  and  from 
the  interest  thereof,  and  also  from  any  share  of  the  ex- 
penses of  obtaining  the  said  act,  or  relating  to  the  execu- 
tion thereof/' 

And  by  sect.  9,  it  was  fiirtiier  enacted,  ''That  if  the  in- 
habitants of  any  parish,  township,  or  place  witiiin  the  said 

t2 
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BMi^rf  Pleat,  hnndredi  should  be  derirous  of  borrowing  the  monej  to  be 
required  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act,  upon  the  securities 
of  their  respective  parochial  rates  or  assessments,  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  OTcrseers  of  the  poor 
in  every  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  or,  if  there  were  no 
churchwardens,  then  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  for  any 
such  parish,  township,  or  place,  (with  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  thereof  in  vestry  assembled),  to  raise  the  sum  or 
sums  of  money  required  as  the  quota  or  share  of  such  pa- 
rish, township,  or  place,  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act,  by 
loan  to  be  repaid  within  seven  years  firom  the  time  of  bor- 
rowing the  same,  in  equal  half-yearly  payments,  or  by  the 
sale  of  annuities  for  the  like  term  of  seven  years.  And 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  should,  and 
they  were  thereby  authorized,  by  instrument  in  the  form 
contained  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  said  act  marked 
C,  or  to  the  like  e£fect,  to  secure  the  money  to  be  so 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  respective  parochial  rates 
or  assessment  on  any  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  with 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  sum  which  should  have 
been  so  borrowed,  and  the  interest  thereof,  or  with  the 
payment  of  the  fftmuity  thereby  granted,  (as  the  case  might 
be),  and  such  securities  should  be  registered  with  the  derk 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  (for  each  of  which  a  fee 
of  fts.  6d.  should  be  paid).  And  it  should  be  lawfiil  for 
each  and  every  person  who  should  be  entitled  to  the  mo- 
ney thereby  secured,  and  such  person  was  thereby  em- 
powered, by  indorsing  his  or  her  name  on  the  back  of  sudi 
security,  to  transfer  the  same,  and  his  or  her  right  to  the 
principal  money  and  interest  thereby  secured,  unto  any 
other  person  or  persons :  and  every  such  assignee  might, 
in  like  manner,  transfer  the  same  again,  and  so  toties 
quoties,  and  the  person  to  whom  such  security  or  any  as- 
signment thereof  should  be  made,  and  his  executors,  ad- 
ifiinistrators,  and  assigns,  should  be  creditors  upon  the 
said  rate  in  an  equal  degree  one  with  another,  and 
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should  not  have  anj  preference  with  respect  to  the  pri-  &»*•  rfPUoif 
oiity  of  any  money  so  advanced;  provided  nevertheless,    >      ^  '  ^ 
that  such  parish,  township,  or  place  should  not,  by  reason      "W^alkbr 
of  exercising  the  powers  aforesaid,  be  exempt  fix>m  the     Shbkwui. 
payment  of  their  proportionate  quota  or  share  of  the  ex- 
penses of  obtaining  the  said  act,  or  relating  to  the  execu- 
tion thereof/^ 

At  the  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  held  at- 
Nottingham,  on  Saturday  the  18th  day  of  May,  1888, 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  the  justices  acting  in  and  for 
the  same  county  then  and  there  assembled,  in  exercise  and 
execution  of  the  several  powers  and  proTisions  of  the  said 
act,  ascertained  and  fixed  the  amount  of  damages  and  costs 
<tf  suit,  recovered  by  the  said  Duke  of  Newcastle  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  of  Broxtowe,  and  the 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  by  them  or  on  their 
behalf,  and  duly  allowed  to  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
said  suit,  at  the  sum  of  28,880/.  3f .,  and  immediately 
after  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  said  damages  and 
costs,  the  said  justices  duly  apportioned  the  same  amongst 
all  the  parishes,  townships,  and  places  within  the  said 
hundred,  according  to  the  then  existing  county  rate,  as 
specified  in  the  imder-written  table,  being  the  "Table 
of  Bates  charged  on  the  Hundred  of  Broxtowe,  for  the 
Payment  of  the  above-mentioned  Damages  and  Costs/' 
[The  table  was  here  set  out,  containing  the  names  of 
thirty-five  parishes,  and  amongst  others  Badford — a  state- 
ment of  the  '^annual  value  for  county  rates^'  of  each 
parish — ^the  amount  of  the  rate — and  the  quota  of  each 
person.] 

The  hundred  of  Broxtowe  comprises  the  thirty-five  pa- 
rishes or  townships  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  table,  and 
the  sum  to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  each  parish,  town- 
ship, or  place,  as  the  proportionate  quota  or  share  of  the 
sum  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  varied  in  amount,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  above  table,  the  lowest  being  48/.  \is.  \\d. 
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Exeh.  €/  Pkoi,  and  the  highest  being  2988/.  & . ;  all  the  Boms  being  oal- 
^  ^  ^  cnlated  and  apportioned  according  to  the  amount  which 
Waluk  the  said  thirty-five  parishes  were  respectively  at  that  time 
Sbbrwiii.     assessed  to  the  county  rate. 

The  said  justices^  after  having  so  ascertained  the  amount 
of  the  said  damages  and  costs,  and  made  their  apportion- 
ment of  the  several  proportionate  quotas  or  shares  there(rf; 
•as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  specified  and  declared  the  same 
by  their  sessions'  order,  and  by  public  notice  in  the  man* 
ner  prescribed  by  the  said  act;  and  they  directed  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  to  issue  notices  to  be  signed  by  him,  and  to 
be  delivered  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  all  the  parishes, 
townships,  or  places  within  the  said  hundred,  specifying 
and  declaring  (as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  table)  the  sum 
to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  each  parish,  township,  or  place, 
as  the  proportionate  quota  or  share  of  the  whole  sum  of 
money  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid. 

The  said  justices  at  the  said  adjourned  sessions  ap- 
pointed Friday,  the  81st  day  of  May  then  instant,  as  the 
day  on  or  before  which  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  of 
the  said  thirty-five  parishes,  desirous  of  paying  the  full 
amount  of  their  several  specified  and  declared  proportion-, 
ate  quotas  or  shares,  might  pay  the  same  to  the  receiver 
appointed  under  the  said  act,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exempted  firom  the  expenses  and  operation  thereof.  And 
the  said  justices  then  appointed  Mr.  Godfirey  (the  clerk 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Nottingham)  the  receiver 
under  the  said  act# 

Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  said  justices  at  the  said 
adjourned  sessions,  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  issued  and  delivered  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  Badford  a  notice  signed  by  him,  spe« 
cifying  and  declaring  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  or  contri- 
buted by  that  parish,  as  their  proportionate  quota  or  share 
of  the  whole  damages  and  costs  so  asoertaiued  as  aforeaaidf 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  1,092/.  0«.  \d. 
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Four   of   the    parishes   mentioiied   in   the  foregoing  Bxek.  tf  pieat. 


table  (the  aggregate  of  their  respective  proportionate 
quotas  or  shares,  so  dechired  as  aforesaid,  amounting  to 
1,6762.  17s.  lOd.)  did,  on  or  before  the  said  81st  day  of 
May  then  instant,  pay  to  the  said  receiver  their  respective 
proportionate  quotas  or  shares  so  specified  and  declared 
as  aforesaid,  but  the  remaining  thirty-one  parishes  or 
townships,  including  the  parish  of  Radford,  did  not  pay 
theirs,  hence  leaving  a  sum  of  £22,264  to  be  provided, 
and  which,  in  furtherance  of  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act,  was  borrowed  from  the  Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Commis- 
sioners by  the  said  justices,  and  was  by  them  applied  for 
the  purposes  of  the  said  act.  And  in  consideration  thereof, 
the  said  justices  in  open  court  mortg^ed,  charged,  and 
assigned  all  and  every  the  rates  authorized  to  be  made, 
raised,  and  assessed  upon  all  the  parishes  within  the  said 
hundred  of  Broxtowe,  under  the  description  of  county  rates, 
(except  in  respect  of  the  four  parishes  before  mentioned  as 
having  paid  their  respective  proportionate  quotas  or  shares), 
to  secure  to  the  said  commissioners  an  annuity  or  sum  of 
£8,600,  to  be  paid  and  payable  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
by  half-yearly  payments  of  £1,800  each,  on  the  10th  of  Fe- 
bruary and  10th  of  August  in  each  year,  the  first  of  such 
half-yearly  payments  to  be  made  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1884,  and  the  last  of  such  half-yearly  payments  to  be  made 
on  the  10th  of  August,  1840. 

Thenceforth  the  said  parishes  in  the  hundred  of  Brox- 
towe (exclusive  of  the  said  four  parishes  which  had  paid 
their  quotas)  were  charged  half-yearly,  not  only  with  the 
payment  of  their  proportion  of  the  ordinary  and  usual 
county  rate  assessed  upon  the  rest  of  the  county,  but  also 
with  their  proportion  of  the  last  half-yearly  instalment 
payable  in  respect  of  the  said  annuity,  which  had  been 
made  payable  to  the  Exchequer  Bill  Loan  Comnussioners, 
for  and  in  consideration  of  the  integral  sum  borrowed  to 
diKharge  the  amount  left  unpaid  by  the  thirty-one  pa- 
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Egeh.  of  PUat,  rishes,  in  respect  of  the  proportionate  quotas  of  shares  so 
declared  and  specified  as  aforesaid. 

This  was  done  by  the  justices  makings  at  the  Epiphany 
and  Midsummer  Sessions  in  each  year,  two  orders  for  the 
collection  of  rates,  one  being  a  common  order  upon  the 
county  generally,  for  a  certain  number  of  rates  for  the 
ordinary  and  usual  county  purposes;  the  other  order  be- 
ing a  special  order  upon  the  sereral  parishes  in  the  said 
hundred  of  Broxtowe  (the  said  four  parishes  excepted), 
to  pay  to  the  high  constable  a  certain  number  of  rates 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  half-yearly  in- 
stalments of  the  said  annuity  payable  in  respect  of  the 
money  borrowed  under  the  proyisions  and  for  the  purposes 
of  the  said  act. 

From  the  adjourned  Sessions,  held  in  May  1888,  up 
to  the  Epiphany  Sessions  1887  indusiye,  seren  of  the 
aboTC-mentioned  special  orders  were  made,  each  requiring 
the  high  constable  to  delirer  his  warrant  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  seyeral  parishes  within  the  said  hundred 
of  Broxtowe  (except  the  said  four  parishes)  forthwith,  to 
levy,  collect,  and  pay  to  the  said  high  constable  seventeen 
farthing  rates,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  the  receiver  appointed 
under  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  and  by  virtue  of  such 
half-yearly  special  orders  the  high  constable  did  issue  and 
deliver  his  warrant  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  pa- 
rish of  Badford,  requiring  them  to  raise,  levy,  and  pay  to 
him,  out  of  the  money  collected  or  to  be  collected  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  the  sum  of  882. 14^.  ^d. 
No  other  half-yearly  sum  than  the  said  sum  of  SSL  148.^d. 
was  demanded  during  the  said  period  from  May  1888,  to 
the  Epiphany  Sessions  in  1887,  as  the  half-yearly  sum 
payable  by  that  parish  towards  the  instalment  of  the  said 
annuity,  nor  was  any  other  sum  during  that  period  due  or 
payable. 

The  said  sum  of  88/.  14«.  ^d.  bears  the  same  proportion 
to  the  whole  amount  of  the  half-yearly  instalmoit  of  the 
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said  annuity,  as  the  said  sum  of  1,0922.  Os.  Id.  bore  to  the  ^^^  rf  P'^f 

1841 
integral  or  aggregate  som  so  required  and  borrowed  under 

the  said  act  as  aforesaid. 

At  the  Easter  Sessions,  1887,  the  justices  made  a  new 
assessment  or  county  rate  on  all  the  rateable  property  in 
the  whole  county,  for  the  ordinary  and  usual  county  pur- 
poses, and  by  which  new  assessment  the  parish  of  Badford 
then  was  and  now  is  rated  and  assessed  to  the  county  rate 
at  £18,810  instead  of  £5,010,  the  amount  at  which  it  had 
been  assessed  to  the  county  rate  since  1888. 
.  The  table  of  rates  or  apportionment  made  by  the  jus- 
tices in  May  1883,  and  by  them  then  charged  upon  the 
hundred  of  Broxtowe,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  da- 
mages and  costs,  has  never  been  altered  by  the  justices,  nor 
haye  they  erer  made  any  alteration  in  the  apportionment 
of  the  seyeral  quotas  in  that  table  specified  and  declared  as 
the  sums  to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  the  several  parishes 
in  the  said  hundred  of  Broxtowe,  as  their  proportion 
respectively  of  the  ascertained  damages  and  costs. 

At  the  Midsummer  Sessions,  1887,  the  justices  again 
made  two  orders  as  theretofore — one  a  common  order  upon 
the  county  generally,  for  a  certain  number  of  farthing 
rates  for  the  ordinary  and  usual  county  purposes;  the 
other  a  special  order  upon  the  several  parishes  in  the  said 
hundred  of  Broxtowe  (the  said  four  parishes  excepted), 
for  payment  of  thirteen  farthing  rates  to  the  high  con- 
stable. 

Those  orders  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
half-yearly  instalments  of  the  said  annuity,  payable  in 
respect  of  the  money  borrowed  under  the  provisions  and 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act;  and  by  virtue  of  that  spe- 
cial order  the  high  constable  issued  and  delivered  lus  war- 
rant, dated  the  29th  day  of  June,  1887,  directed  to  the 
chtirchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Badford,  requiring  them  to  raise  and  levy  out  of  the  money 
coUected  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  that  parish  the  sum 
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Exeh.  of  Pi€99,  of  180/.  As.  did,,  and  the  parish  of  Radford  paid  that  sum 
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to  the  high  constable  under  protest,  denying  the  liability 
of  the  parish  to  pay,  and  the  legality  of  the  increased 
demand. 

After  the  Midsummer  Sessions,  1887,  and  at  each  sub- 
sequent Epiphany  and  Midsummer  Sessions,  the  justices 
made  two  orders  as  theretofore  for  collecting  of  rates— one 
a  common  order  on  the  county  generally  for  a  certain 
number  of  farthing  rates  for  the  ordinary  and  usual  pur- 
poses ;  the  other  a  special  order  upon  the  several  parishes 
in  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe  (the  said  four  parishes  ex- 
cepted) for  thirteen  farthing  rates. 

Those  special  orders  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing the  half-yearly  instalments  of  the  said  annuity;  and 
the  high  constable,  by  virtue  of  such  special  orders,  issued 
and  delivered  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Badford  his  warrant,  requiring  them  to  raise,  levy,  and 
pay  to  him,  out  of  the  poor-rate  of  that  parish,  the  sum  of 
180/.  4s.  9^d.,  and  pursuant  to  such  warrant  the  parish 
paid  him  under  protest  four  several  sums  of  180/.  4^.  9^. 
each. 

At  the  Midsummer  Sessions,  1889,  the  justices  of  the 
peace  again  made  two  orders  as  theretofore— one  a  com- 
mon order  upon  the  county  generally,  for  a  certain  number 
of  farthing  rates  for  ordinary  and  usual  county  purposes ; 
the  other  a  special  order  upon  the  several  parishes  in  the 
said  hundred  of  Broxtowe  (the  said  four  parishes  excepted) 
for  payment  of  thirteen  farthing  rates  to  the  high  con- 
stable. 

That  special  order  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
the  half-yearly  instalments  of  the  said  annuity,  payable  in 
respect  of  the  money  borrowed  under  the  provisions  and 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act. 

Under  the  last-mentioned  special  order,  the  high  con- 
stable again  issued  and  delivered  his  warrant,  dated  the 
6th  day  of  July,  1839,  directed  to  the  overseers  of  the 
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poor  of  the  parish  of  Badford^  requiring  them  to  raise,  Bxeh.  of  Phat, 


levy,  and  pay  to  him,  ont  of  the  poor-rates  of  that  pa- 
riah, 180/.  4f.  d^d.,  to  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Broxtowe  Compensation  Act :  but  the  parish  of  Radford 
having  then  ahready  paid  several  sums,  amounting  alto- 
gether to  a  sum  exceeding  in  amount  their  said  declared 
and  specified  proportionate  quota  or  share  of  the  said  as- 
certained damages  and  costs,  and  their  share  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  reference  to  the  said  act,  refused  to 
pay  that  demand ;  and  after  a  due  and  proper  summons  and 
appearance,  the  defsudant  Sherwin  directed  his  warrant, 
dated  4th  September,  1889  (which,  if  any  thing  was  then 
due  from  the  said  parish  of  Badford  in  respect  of  the  said 
annuity,  it  is  admitted  was  a  good  and  valid  warrant),  and 
made  in  proper  form  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  the  de- 
fendant Wragge  (as  such  high  constable  as  aforesaid),  to 
distrain  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Badford  for  the  sum  of  180/.  4».  Qj^d.,  to- 
gether with  the  costs  of  making  such  distress.  And  the 
defendant  Wragge  thereupon  made  his  entry  and  seizure 
in  due  form  of  law  upon  the  plaintiff's  goods  and  chattels. 

The  proportionate  quota  or  share  to  be  paid  by  the  pa- 
rish of  Badford  in  respect  of  the  said  ascertained  damages 
and  costs,  was  specified  and  declared  by  the  justices  at  the 
adjourned  sessions  in  May,  1833,  to  be  the  sum  of  1,092/. 
08.  Id. 

The  proportionate  share  of  the  parish  of  Badford,  of  the 
costs  of  obtaining  the  said  Act,  was  the  sum  of  20/.  10^.  3d. 

The  parish  of  Badford,  prior  to  the  time  when  the  de- 
fendant Wragge  made  the  said  entry  and^isure,  had  paid 
to  the  receiver,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  before-men- 
tioned special  orders,  several  sums,  amounting  altogether 
to  1,868/.  Is.  8d.,  being  i6276  over  and  above  the  said  ori- 
ginal apportionment. 

The  CSourt  is  empowered  and  authorized  to  draw  infer- 
ences from  the  facts  stated,  in  the  same  manner  as  a  jury 
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Bxek.qfPUaM,  might  Or  oould  draw  inferences  from  the  same  £Eusts.  if 
l«^l-       proyed. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Conrt  are — 1st, 
Whether^  when  the  parish  of  Radford  had  paid  (or  there 
had  been  levied)  the  full  amount  of  the  said  proportionate 
quota  apportioned  on  them  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  said 
costs,  chains,  and  expenses  of  obtaining  the  act  as  abore- 
mentioned,  the  parish  was  liable,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  to  pay  any  further  sum,  and  what. 

2nd,  Whether  the  assessments  and  rates  made  after 
Easter,  1887,  were  properly  made  and  levied  according  to 
the  new  assessment  or  county  rate  then  first  made,  or 
whether  they  ought  not  to  have  been  levied  according  to 
the  assessment  or  county  rate,  as  it  was  when  the  propor- 
tionate quotas  were  ascertained  in  1888. 

8rd,  Supposing  that  the  parish  of  Badford  was  liable  to 
pay  a  larger  sum  than  their  said  proportionate  quota,  costs, 
charges,  expenses,  and  expenses  of  obtaining  the  act, 
whether  the  further  sums  after  Easter,  1887,  ought  to  have 
been  raised  and  levied  according  to  the  new  county  rate  or 
assessment  then  first  made,  or  according  to  the  assessment 
or  county  rate,  as  it  was  when  the  proportionate  quotas 
were  ascertained  in  1888. 

The  case  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  Term,  by  White- 
hurst  for  the  plaintiflF,  and  by  N.  R  Clarke  for  the  defend- 
ants ;  but  as  it  entirely  turned  on  the  construction  of  the 
local  act,  it  has  been  thought  unnecessary  to  detail  the 
arguments  at  length. 

The  Court  took  time  to  consider,  and  now  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  was  delivered  by 

Pabkb,  B. — ^This  is  an  action  of  trespass,  brought  by  the 
plaintiff  as  overseer  of  the  parish  of  Badford,  against  the 
defendants,  one  a  magistrate  of  Nottinghamshire,  the  other 
the  high  constable  of  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe,  for  enter- 
ing the  plaintiff's  house  and  seiEing  lus  goods,  and  com- 
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pellmg  the  plaintiff  to  pay  £180  and  npwarda.    The  qnea-  Et^.  rf  Pkas, 
tion  is,  whether  the  defendants  were  justified  in  what  they  '  ^ 

did  by  the  provisions  of  the  local  act,  which  passed  in  the       Walur 

Vm 

year  1885,  for  raising  the  snm  of  £21,000,  in  order  to  pay      Shbbwik. 
the  Dnke  of  Newcastle  the  amount  of  his  damages  reco- 
vered of  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe  for  the  partial  destruc- 
tion of  Nottingham  Castle  by  rioters. 

Upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  different  clauses  of  this 
act,  the  impression  which  was  at  first  entertained  as  to  its 
meaning  is  remoyed,  and  we  are  all  now  of  opinion  that  the 
defendants  pursued  the  proper  course,  and  were  justified  in 
what  th^  did,  and  the  reasons  which  have  induced  us  to 
come  to  that  conclusion  may  be  very  shortly  stated. 

The  act,  in  the  first  place,  empowers  the  justices  to 
borrow  the  required  sum  by  mortgage  of,  or  a  sale  of  an- 
nuities secured  on,  the  proportions  of  the  county  rate 
charged  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe 
(with  the  exceptions  after  mentioned);  and  the  6th  section 
empowers  and  requires  the  justices  firom  time  to  time  to 
diarge  the  proportion  of  the  county  rate  to  be  raised  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  of  Broxtowe  (except  as 
thereinafter  mentioned),  not  only  with  the  interest  by 
half-yearly  payments  of  the  money  so  borrowed  by  way  of 
loan,  but  also  with  the  payments  of  such  further  sum  as 
shall  insure  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  sum  so  bor- 
rowed, within  seven  years  firom  the  time  of  borrowing  the 
same,  in  equal  yearly  payments,  or  with  the  payn^ent  of 
such  annuities  for  the  like  period  as  shall  be  agreed  to  be 
paid  or  granted  for  and  in  respect  of  any  part  of  the  mo- 
ney so  borrowed,  together  with  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  obtaining  and  passing  the  act,  and  of  executing  the 
same;  and  such  sums  shall  be  assessed  and  recovered  on 
the  said  hundred  (except  as  thereinafter  mentioned)  in  such 
manner  as  county  rates  are  directed  to  be  assessed  and  re- 
covered under  the  laws  in  force  for  that  purpose,  and  shall 
be  paid  and  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  justices 
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Sxek.  of  PUat,  of  the  peace^  in  discharge  cf  the  interest^  and  of  so  maiij 
'  ^  of  the  principal  sums  on  the  said  securities^  or  of  such 
Walur  annuities^  as  such  money  will  extend  to  discharge  in  each 
Shb&wik.  year^  until  the  whole  of  the  money  for  which  such  securi- 
ties shall  be  made^  and  the  interest  thereof^  shall  be  fully 
paid  and  discharged. 

This  is  the  only  section  which  directs  the  mode  of  levy- 
ing the  stun  chained  on  the  hundred;  and  that  mode  is 
simply  by  adding  the  sum  to  the  proportion  of  the  county 
rate  to  be  raised  on  that  hundred. 

The  8th  section  prorides  a  method  for  each  parish  to 
exempt  itseK  from  the  operation  of  the  act,  by  paying  its 
proportionate  quota  in  the  first  instance,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose directs  that  the  justices  shall,  after  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  sums  authorised  to  be  borrowed  under  the 
prorisioDs  of  the  act,  specify  and  declare  by  public  adyer« 
tisement,  or  by  notice  signed  by  the  derk  of  the  peace,  and 
deUyered  to  the  churchwiurdens  or  orerseers  of  the  poor,  or 
the  person  or  persons  authorized  to  collect  the  county  rates 
of  each  parish,  township,  or  place  within  the  said  hundred, 
the  sum  to  be  paid  or  contributed  by  each  parish,  town- 
ship, or  place,  as  the  proportionate  quota  or  share  of  the 
whole  sum  of  money  so  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  and  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  would  have  been  liable 
to  pay  in  case  the  act  had  not  been  passed,  and  also  to 
appoint  a  day  on  or  before  which  the  churchwardens  or 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  such  parish,  township,  or 
place  desirous  of  paying  the  full  amount  of  such  propor- 
tionate quota,  or  share,  may  pay  the  same  to  the  person 
iqipointed  as  receiver  under  the  act,  and  upon  payment 
thereof  accordingly,  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall 
be  discharged  from  all  future  payments  relating  to  the 
integral  sum  whereof  such  quota  or  share  shall  have  been 
so  paid,  and  from  the  interest  thereof,  and  also  from  any 
share  of  the  expenses  of  obtaining  the  act,  or  relating  to 
the  execution  thereof! 
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The  9th  section  enables  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  BjteK  rf  Phot, 


1841. 


of  the  poor  in  every  such  parish^  township,  or  place,  to  raise 
the  sum  or  sums  of  money  required  as  the  quota  or  share  Walkbr 
of  such  parish,  &c.,  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  by  loan  on  shsrwin. 
the  security  of  their  parochial  rates,  to  be  repaid  within 
seven  years.  In  pursuance  of  the  8th  sect.,  the  justices 
fixed  the  quota  of  each  of  the  thirty-five  parishes  in  the 
hundred.  Four  availed  themselves  of  the  option  of  paying 
their  quota.  The  parish  of  Radford,  and  thirty  mor^,  did 
not;  and  the  justices  raised  the  required  sum,  after  allow- 
ing for  these  payments,  by  granting  annuities  of  £3,600 
per  annum  for  seven  years.  The  question  then  is,  how 
that  annual  sum  is  to  be  raised. 

We  think  that  the  effect  of  the  8th  and  9th  sects,  is 
only  to  exempt  those  parishes  who  pay  their  ascertained 
quotas  pursuant  to  those  sections  from  the  operation  of 
the  fifth  clause;  all  the  other  parishes,  who  do  not  pay,  are 
liable  to  it,  and  remain  a  part  of  the  hundred  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  charged  under  that  clause  with  the  residue, 
not  satisfied  by  the  quotas  so  paid.  The  annuities,  there- 
fore, granted  by  the  justices  to  pay  the  remainder,  are  to 
be  secured  upon  the  portion  of  the  county  rate  raised 
upon  the  hundred  of  Broxtowe,  with  the  exception  of 
those  parishes  which  have  paid.  The  county  rate  on  the 
hundred,  with  those  exceptions,  is  liable  in  the  aggregate 
to  the  incumbrance,  which  is  to  be  raised  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  county  rate  by  order  of  the  justices,  in  like  man- 
ner in  all  respects  as  the  other  county  rate  is  to  be  levied. 
There  is  no  power  in  the  act  to  make  the  orders  on  each 
parish  separately  in  the  ascertained  proportions,  and  no 
authority  to  the  high  constable  to  make  any  distinction 
between  the  levying  of  this  or  the  general  county  rate. 
This  is  the  course  which  the  magistrates  have  pursued, 
and,  we  think,  rightiy  pursued.  That  the  parish  of  Bad- 
ford  has  eventually  had  more  to  pay  than  it  would  have 
paid,  if  it  had  availed  itself  of  the  option  given  by  the 
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EMh.  €f  PUatt  8th  or  9th  sect.,  is  a  matter  of  accident.    It  mieht  ha^ 
1841 

had  less^  if  it  had  happened  that  the  wealth  of  the  parish 

had  been  found  on  the  new  valuation  in  1887  to  hare 

decreased  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  hundred. 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 


Dee.  3.  KiBK  V.  JoHN  Blukton  and  Chables  Habershon. 

A  portlier  h«.     AsSUMPSIT.— The  declaration  stoted,  that  the  defend- 

no  implied  au-  ' 

thority  by  Uw    dauts^  by  and  under  the  name,  style,  and  firm  of  John  Bkar- 

to  bind  his  CO-  *      9    ^  j  j 

partner!  by  bia  ton  if  Co.,  ou  the  12th  March^  1841,  made  their  bill  of  ex- 
^iufeniiiange!  change  in  writing,  and  directed  the  same  to  Messrs.  Smith, 
'"^^'unceTn  ^*3^®*  *  Smith,  and  thereby  required  them  to  pay  to  the 
the  true  style  of  order  of  the  defendants  £50,  two  months  after  date,  which 
shtp!^  ^'*  period  had  then  elapsed;  and  the  defendants  then  indorsed 
whe«  a  SS  *^  ****  ^^  ^  William  Unwin,  who  indorsed  it  to  Andrew 
ronsUtedofj.    Duucau,  who  indorsed  it  to  the  plaintiflf.    Breach,  in  non- 

Da  B  C*  H«|  the 

partnership  payment  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Payne,  &  Smith,  of  which 

"  j?B."  onfy,  ^®  defendant  had  due  notice. 

ce^tfdfbiu"  ^^®  defendant  Habershon  allowed  judgment  to  go  by 

in  the  name  of  dc&ult.    The  defendant  Blurton  pleaded  four  pleas;  1st, 

•I  j^  g^  1^  Co.,**  .• 

it  was  held  that  that  he  did  not  make  the  bill;  2ndly,  that  he  did  not  in- 
b^tt^'d^tbereby.  ^^'^  ^* '  8rdly,  that  Blurton  and  Habershon  were  partners 
as  printers,  and  that  Habershon  made  and  indorsed  the 
bill  in  fraud  of  his  partner,  for  purposes  not  connected  with 
the  partnership,  and  that  the  bill  was  indorsed  by  him  to 
Unwin,  by  Unwin  to  Duncan,  and  by  Duncan  to  the 
plaintiff,  with  notice  of  the  fraud ;  4thly,  that  the  bill  was 
so  made  in  fraud  of  Blurton,  and  that  the  same  was  in- 
dorsed respectiyely  by  the  indorsers  thereof,  without  ralue 
or  consideration.  On  these  pleas  issues  were  taken  and 
joined. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Demnan,  C.  J.,  at  the  last  Sum- 
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mer  Assises  for  the  county  of  York,  the  bill  was  produced  Ejrek.  of  Pieat, 

1841 

in  evidence,  and  was  as  follows : —  '  ^ 

Kirk 

"  Sheffield,  March  12th,  1841.         blueton. 
"  Two  months  after  date  pay  to  our  order  £50,  for  va- 
lue received.  John  Blurton  &  CSo. 
''At  Messrs.  Smith,  Payne,  &  Smith's, 
Bankers,  London.^' 

Indorsed — ''  John  Blurton  &  Co.,  Wm.  Unwin,  Andrew 
Duncan." 

The  bill  was  drawn  and  indorsed  by  the  defendant  Ha- 
bershon. 

It  appeared  that  the  defendants  carried  on  business  as 
printers  at  Sheffield,  under  the  name  of ''  John  Blurton," 
that  being  the  name  over  the  door.  A  witness  was  called, 
who  stated  that  the  firm  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing 
biUs,  and  that  he  had  seen  them,  but  he  could  not  take 
upon  himself  to  say  whether  they  were  in  the  name  of 
"  John  Blurton,"  or  of  "  John  Blurton  &  Co." 

CressweU,  for  the  defendant  Blurton,  objected,  that  Ha- 
bershon  had  no  authority  from  Blurton  to  draw  bills,  ex- 
cept that  which  the  law  implied,  namely,  to  do  so  in  the 
partnership  name,  which  was  ''John  Blurton"  only;  and 
therefore  that  this  bill  being  drawn  in  the  name  of  "  John 
Blurton  k  Co.,"  the  defendant  Blurton  was  not  liable. 
The  learned  Judge,  however,  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  prhn&  facie  evidence  of  authority  in  either  partner  to 
draw  bills  in  the  name  of "  John  Blurton  &  Co.,"  and 
overruled  the  objection.  The  case  then  proceeded  upon 
the  question  of  fraud ;  but  the  jury  were  of  opinion  that  no 
fraud  was  shewn,  and  they  thereupon  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  Blurton 
to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  on  the  first  and  second 
issues. 

VOL.  IX.  u  M.  w. 


286  CASES   IN   THE   SXCHEQUBBj 

Exek.  rf  Pkat,      Cresiwell,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  role  acc(Hrd- 
*  -     ingly,  against  which 

KlKK 

Blurtoit,  Dundas  and  Pashley  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  persons 
composing  the  firm  are  Blurton  and  Habershon,  and  the  bill 
is  drawn  in  the  name  of ''  Blurton  &  Co./'  which  is  snfSdent 
to  charge  both.  Habershon  was  a  partner,  as  was  proved, 
in  the  habit  of  drawing  bills,  and  he  had,  therefore,  autho- 
rity to  draw  in  the  name  of  himself  and  his  partner  under 
the  name  of  ''Blurton  &  Co/'  In  FaUh  Y.Bichmond{a),  it 
waB  held  that,  where  a  partner  accustomed  to  issue  notes 
on  behalf  of  the  firm  indorses  a  particular  note  in  a  name 
differing  firom  that  of  the  partnership,  and  not  previously 
used  by  the  firm,  which  note  is  objected  to  on  that  ac- 
count, in  an  action  brought  upon  it  by  the  indorsee,  the 
proper  question  for  the  jury  is,  whether  the  name  used, 
though  inaccurate,  substantially  described  the  firm,  or 
whether  it  so  far  varied  that  the  indorser  must  be  taken 
to  have  issued  the  note  on  his  own  account,  and  not  in  the 
exerdse  of  his  general  authority  as  partner.  Here  the 
name  used  did  substantially  describe  the  firm.  WiUiamion 
Y.  Johnson  {b)  is  in  point.  There  the  declaration  stated 
that  a  bill  of  exchange  was  indorsed  by  certain  persons 
trading  under  the  firm  of  H.  &  F.,  by  procuration  of  J.  D., 
and  it  was  held  that  this  allegation  was  supported  by  evi- 
dence of  J.  D.'s  handwriting,  and  that  he,  being  the  ma- 
naging partner  in  a  firm  which  carried  on  all  its  business 
of  buying  and  selling  under  the  designation  of  H.  &  F., 
was  in  the  habit  of  indorsing  bills  in  that  manner,  although 
there  was  no  such  person  as  F.  in  the  firm,  and  no  direct 
proof  that  the  other  members  of  it  were  privy  to  those 
transactions.  And  Holroyd,  J.,  there  intimates  his  opinion, 
that  evidence  of  J.  D.'s  handwriting  abme,  as  between 
third  persons,  would  have  been  sufficient  without  proof  of 

(a)  U  Ad.  &  £U.  33 ;  3  P.  &  D.  187.  (b)  1  B..&  Cr.  146. 
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anj  usage  on  his  part  to  indorse  bills  in  the  manner  stated.  Exeh.  of  PUtu, 


1841. 


{Jlder^on,  B. — ^The  learned  Judge  says,  as  between  third 
persons;  here  you  seek  to  bind  the  party  himself.]  In  ^^^^ 
Mason  v.  Rumsey{c^i  the  bill  was  drawn  upon  ''  Messrs.  Blurton. 
Bumsey  &  Co.,"  and  T.  Bumsey,  jun.,  wrote  on  it — *^  Ac- 
cepted, T.  Bumsey,  sen."  Lord  Ellenborough  ruled  at  Nisi 
Prius  that  both  the  partners  were  bound  by  this  accept- 
ance, and  that  ruling  was  confirmed  by  the  Court  on  mo« 
tion  for  a  new  trial.  So,  in  Lord  Galway  v.  Matthew  {b) 
the  principle  was  distinctly  laid  down,  that  the  signature 
of  a  bill  by  one  of  several  partners  (presuming  his  autho- 
rity) bound  the  whole  firm.  Drake  y.  Elwyn{c)  is  pre- 
cisely in  point.  There  the  defendant  Elwyn  and  P.  &  S. 
Wittaker  were  sued  as  partners,  makers  of  a  note.  El- 
wyn signed  the  note  "  Elwyn  &  Co."  A  partnership  was 
proved,  but  not  that  the  defendants  traded  under  the  name 
of  Elwyn  &  Co.  The  Supreme  Court  held,  that  as  such  a 
signature  imported  a  co-partnership,  and  a  co-partnership 
did  exist  at  the  time  between  Elwyn  and  the  other  defend- 
ants, it  was  to  he  presumed  that  such  was  the  name  of  the 
firm,  and  it  was  sufficient  to  cast  upon  the  defendants  the 
burden  of  proving  what  was  the  name  of  the  firm,  if  a 
di£Ferent  name  existed.  In  Story  on  Agency,  100,  n.,  the 
general  principle  is  stated,  that ''  each  partner  is  held  out 
to  the  public  as  the  general  agent  of  the  partnership ;  and 
consequently  his  acts  will  bind  it,  notwithstanding  he  may 
have  violated  his  private  instructions,  or  the  express  terms 
of  the  secret  articles  of  partnership.^' — ^They  also  cited  Siff- 
km  V.  Walker  {d)f  and  Dickinson  v.  Vdlpy{e). 

Cresswell,  contra. — ^None  of  the  cases  cited  on  the  other 
side  touches  the  principle  upon  which  this  rule  was  ob- 
tained.   It  is  obvious  that  no  man  can  be  bound  by  the 

(a)  1  Camp.  384.  (d)  2  Camp.  308. 

(6)  10  East,  264.  (e)  10  B.  &  Cr.  128;  5  Man.  & 

(e)  1  Cain.  American  Rep.  184.      R.  126. 

u2 
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Exeh.  of  Pimu,  acceptance  or  indonement  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  nnlesa  it 
*  ^  were  written  by  himself  or  some  other  authorized  by  him. 
KiAK  If  an  agent  accept  a  bill  for  his  principal,  he  must  pursue 
Blurton.  his  authority  correctly.  In  the  case  of  a  partnership, 
which  is  only  a  form  of  principal  and  agent,  each  partner 
has  an  implied  authority  to  bind  the  partnership  firm  by 
his  signature  to  a  bill,  if  it  be  necessary  or  incident  to  the 
dealings  of  the  partnership  to  accept  bills.  But  there  is 
no  implied  authority  to  any  partner  so  to  bind  the  firm  by 
his  acceptance  of  a  bill,  except  in  the  true  style  ofthepart^ 
nership.  Then  is  there  anything  in  the  cases  cited  to  shew 
that  ''John  Blurton''  and  ''John  Blurton  &  Co.''  here 
mean  the  same  thing  ?  The  former  was  the  true  style  of 
the  partnership,  and  in  that  alone  had  Habershon  autho- 
rity to  sign,  so  as  to  bind  his  partner.  Faith  7.  Richmond, 
if  properly  examined,  will  be  found  to  be  an  authority  in 
favour  of  the  defendant.  [He  was  then  stopped  by  the 
Court.] 

Aldbbson,  B. — The  Court  do  not  entertain  any  doubt 
as  to  the  principle  of  law  applicable  to  this  case.  On<5 
partner  can  bind  his  co-partners  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
authority  which  is  given  to  the  partners  generally,  to  ena- 
ble them  to  carry  on  the  partnership  business  together. 
The  true  principle  is  that  which  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Cresswell,  that,  in  the  case  of  a  partnership,  the  authority 
which  each  partner  has  is  an  authority  given  by  law  to  do 
such  things  as  are  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  partnership. 
If  bills  are  necessary^  then  they  have  a  power  to  accept 
bills,  and  so  to  bind  each  other.  If  there  is  an  express 
contract  amongst  themselves  di£ferent  from  that  which  the 
law  implies,  that  express  contract  must  prevail.  What 
authority  is  there  in  a  case  like  the  present?  An  autho- 
rity to  bind  the  firm  in  the  name  of  the  partnership,  and  in 
that  only.  In  those  cases  where  the  question  has  been 
left  to  the  jury,  it  has  been  whether  substantially  there 
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was  any  difference  between  the  signature  and  the  name  of  Bxek.  qf  puob, 
the  partnership.  For  instance^  if  the  signature  were  Coal 
&  Co.,  and  the  true  designation  of  the  partnership  were 
Cole  k  Co.,  it  would  no  doubt  be  for  the  jury  to  say  whe- 
ther it  was  in  substance  the  same.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  Habershon  had  no  authority  to  bind  Blur- 
ton,  except  in  the  partnership  name,  which,  upon  the  evi- 
dence, appears  to  have  been  ''John  Blurton^'  only;  and 
therefore  the  yerdict  on  the  first  and  second  issues  must  be 
entered  for  the  defendant. 

GuBNET,  B. — ^I  quite  agree,  and  I  do  not  see  that  there 
is  any  hardship  on  the  plaintiff:  he  should  have  inquired 
before  he  took  the  bill. 

RoLYE,  B. — The  question  would  probably  never  have 
arisen,  if  the  difference  between  the  two  names  had  not 
happened  to  be  a  little  less  here  than  in  some  other  cases. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  right  to  enter  into  the  extent  of 
the  difference :  it  is  better  to  adhere  to  the  rule,  that  the 
partnership  name  shall  in  these  cases  be  used.  The  law 
seems  to  be  perfectly  reasonable ;  it  implies  no  authority 
to  bind  the  partnership  in  any  other  name  than  that  held 
out  to  the  world  as  the  name  of  the  firm.  The  signature, 
therefore,  of  ''John  Blurton  &  Co.''  did  not  operate  to 
bind  the  defendant  Blurton. 

Albbbson,  B.,  added,  that  in  coming  to  this  conclu- 
sion, the  Court  did  not  mean  at  all  to  cast  any  doubt  on 
the  authority  of  the  American  case  cited  from  Caines's 
Reports. 

Bule  absolute. 
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j^^  12.  CoozB  V.  Nbumegbn. 

Where  the  date   ±  HIS  was  a  rule  Calling  on  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause 

oftbewritof  ,        ,      .  .        #.       .  i  i.  i      n        i 

lummoni,  and  wuj  the  issuc^  WTit  01  tnal^  Teroict^  and  all  subsequent 
the  writ^t«eif  Proceedings,  should  not  be  set  aside  for  irregularity,  with 
were  omitted  in  costs.  It  appeared  that  the  issue  was  delivered  on  the  5th 

the  issue,  but  '■  *^ 

the  writ  of  trial  of  November  last,  and  commenced  as  follows: — ^'^  Lon- 
these  particu-  don,  to  wit :  W.  J.  Cooze,  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit,  by  F. 
^^^•^^J^^*;  T.  S.  his  attorney,  complains  of  L.  Neumegen,  the  defend- 
the  trial,  pro-     ant  in  this  suit,  who  has  been  summoned  to  answer  the 

tested  against 

the  irregularity,  plaintiff  in  an  action  of  debt;  for  that  whereas  the  de- 
take  wiy*parUn  fendant  heretofore,^'  ficc.  No  part  of  the  issue  made  any 
the  proceed,      mention   of  the  date  of  the  writ  of  summons,  nor  was 

ings ;  a  rule  af-  ' 

terwards  ob-      there  any  recital  that  the  defendant  had  been  summoned 

tained  to  set        ,,,        .  .  «  .       «  n  .      i »      ^i      « 

aside  the  issue  by  Virtue  of  a  wnt  of  summons,''  as  required  by  the  forms 
quenf  l,;^wd-    P^cn  in  the  rules  of  Hilary  Term,  4  Will.  4,  Nos.  1  and  4. 

ings  was  dis- 
charged with  costs,  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  ought  to  have  returned  the  issue  when 
delivered,  or  applied  before  the  trial  to  set  it  aside. 
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The  cause  came  on  for  trial  before  the  Secondary  of  London^  BxeK  qf  Pbat, 


on  the  16th  of  November^  when  the  defendants  attorney 
attended,  bnt  protested  against  the  proceedings  on  the 
ground  of  this  irregularity,  and  took  no  part  in  the  trial. 
The  writ  of  trial  was  perfectly  correct  in  the  recital  and  date 
of  the  writ  of  summons.  A  verdict  having  been  found  for 
the  plaintiff,  the  present  rule  was  obtained  on  the  17th  of 
November;  against  which 

Lush  shewed  cause. — ^The  defendant  ought,  on  discover- 
ing the  error  in  the  issue,  to  have  returned  it  within  four 
days;  and  it  was  too  late  to  make  the  objection,  after  the 
cause  was  tried. — He  was  then  stopped  by  the  Court,  who 
called  upon 

Petersdofff  to  support  the  rule. — ^The  objection  is,  that 
the  writ  of  trial  varies  from  the  issue,  and  that  it  intro- 
duces matters  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  issue.  The 
case  of  Lycett  v.  Tenant  (a)  is  precisely  in  point.  There  the 
date  of  the  writ  of  summons,  not  being  inserted  in  the 
issue  delivered  to  the  defendant,  was  inserted  by  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  writ  of  trial,  and  this  was  held  to  be  an  irregu- 
larity for  which  the  writ  of  trial  might  be  set  aside,  not- 
withstanding the  defendant  had  appeared  under  protest  at 
the  trial.  In  Worihingtan  v.  Wigley  (i),  the  omission  to 
transcribe  into  the  issue  delivered  the  dates  of  the  plead- 
ings, was  held  to  constitute  a  variance,  of  which  the  de- 
fendant was  entitled  to  avail  himself  after  trial  and  the 
roll  being  made  up,  although  the  dates  appeared  on  the 
roll.  There  Tinddli  C.  J.,  says — ''  The  omission  to  state 
the  true  date  would  clearly  be  such  an  irregularity,  that,  if 
it  occurred  in  the  record  itself,  it  might  be  complained 

of  at  any  time The  objection  is  one  certainly  of  a 

very  captious  nature;  but  still  one  that  the  party  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  insist  upon.'' 

(a)4BiDg.N.C.168;  5Soott,479.         (6)  3ScoU,555;  5Dowl.P.C.209. 


1842. 
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Exeh.  rf  PUoit  Lord  Abinoxk^  C.  B. — ^I  think  this  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
^^^'  charged.  If  the  writ  of  trial  had  strictly  followed  the 
issue,  the  defendant  would  no  doubt  have  applied  to  set  it 
aside,  on  the  ground  it  wss  not  in  accordance  with  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  rule  of  Court*  The  defendant 
must  have  known  of  the  defect  in  the  issue  when  it  was 
delivered,  and  he  ought  then  to  have  applied  to  set  it  aside; 
but  instead  of  objecting  to  it,  he  allows  the  plaintiff  to  go 
on,  and  makes  the  proceedings  a  vehicle  for  incurring 
costs,  which  may  have  to  be  paid  by  his  own  client. 

Albbrson,  B. — ^I  think  the  decision  of  this  Court  in 
Farwig  v.  Cockerton  (a)  was  right.  If  a  defendant  wishes 
to  take  advantage  of  an  irregularity  in  the  proceedings,  he 
should  not  appear  at  all  at  the  trial,  but  should  allow  the 
plaintiff  to  go  on  at  his  peril.  Here  a  considerable  time 
elapsed  between  the  delivery  of  the  issue  and  the  trial,  and 
no  application  was  made  to  set  the  former  aside.  This 
case  must  be  governed  by  the  rule,  which  prescribes  that 
no  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  an  irregularity  after  the 
party  has  taken  a  fresh  step. 

OuRNBY,  B.,  concurred. 

The  Court  were  disposed  to  discharge  the  rule  without 
costs,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  had  acted  on  the 
authority  of  a  decided  case;  but  Lush  having  referred  the 
Court  to  the  more  recent  decision  in  Currey  v.  Bawker  (6), 
they  said  the  rule  must  be  discharged  with  costs. 

Rule  discharged,  with  costs. 

(a)  3  M.  &  W.  169.  (b)  9  Dowl.  P.  C.  523. 
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Etek.  of  Pka$, 
1842. 

Dunn  v.  Warlte&s.  ,     ,«, 

Jan,  12. 

A.SSUMPSIT.    The  declaration  stated  an  agreement  by  in  a  mie  niBi 
the  plaintilf  to  bmld  a  house  for  the  defendant,  and  that  InVwltdf  ."***' 
the  defendant  should  supply  him  with  timber,  slates,  and  o|yection.«that 

'^'^  '^  '  '  the  arbitrator 

all  other  materials  for  the  completion  of  the  house;  and  has  not  awarded 
alleged  as  a  breach  the  non-supply  of  timber  only.  difference^Bub- 

The  defendant  pleaded,  first,nonas8umpsit;  secondly,  that  "'i^^emiy 
he  did  supply  the  plaintiff  with  timber;  thirdly,  payment  'P^^^^^, 
of  part  of  the  sum  claimed,  on  which  issues  were  joined,  on  an  agree- 
At  the  trial  the  cause  was  referred  to  an  arbitrator,  with  timh«?and*^  ^ 
power  "to  settle  the  cause  and  all  matters  in  difference  *i2ndfffor*the 
between  the  parties,^'  and  to  determine  what  should  be  building  of  a 
done  by  the  parties  respecting  the  matters  in  dispute,  as  a  breach  the 
The  arbitrator  made  his  award  in  these  terms : — "  I,  the  uS^er  oniy.*^ 
said  arbitrator,  having  heard  and  weighed  the  evidence  '^}^^J^'^^^ 
produced  by  both  parties  touching  the  matters  in  differencej  non  anumpsit; 
do  make  and  publish  this  my  award  in  writing  of  and  con-  .uppiy  timber; 
cendng  thepremiaea,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  say,  ^'^nt^^The^' 
I  award  and  adjudge  that  a  verdict  shall  be  entered  for  caiu«  >nd  aU 

**      ^  .  matten  in  dlf- 

the  plaintiff  upon  so  much  of  the  first  issue  joined  be-  ferencewerere- 
tween  the  parties  in  the  said  cause,  as  relates  to  the  agree-  i^bUrator,  by  ^ 
ment  alleged  in  the  first  count  of  the  declaration,  and  for  J'^riJ^"*^.*^" 
the  defendant  upon  the  residue  of  that  issue;  and  that  had  heard  the 
a  verdict  shall  be  entered  for  the  defendant  upon  the  se-  duced  "touch- 
cond  issue,  namely,  that  he  did  supply  the  necessary  tim-  in^diSferTnce*" 
ber  according  to  the  terms  of  the  said  agreement;  and  •**J^J|!*** ***  . 
for  the  plaintiff  upon  the  third  issue.^'  "  of  and  con- 

A  rule  nisi  had  been  obtained  for  setting  aside  the  miMs^^'ancf ' 
award,  on  two  grounds;— first,  that  the  arbitrator  "had  tofi°nS'^^uy 
not  awarded  on  a  matter  in  difference  submitted  to  him;*'  f^  each  of  the 

iasuea  m  the 

secondly,  that  the  award  was  not  final.   It  was  stated  m  the  action  -.-^HeU, 
affidavits  in  support  of  the  rule,  that  evidence  was  given  ^^  Bufflden^ 

although  it  ap- 
peared that 
there  was  a  matur  in  difference  submitted  to  the  arbitrator  as  to  the  non-supply  ottlaUt* 
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JBrdk.  if  PietUf  before  the  arbitrator  of  the  plaintiff's  having  been  pre- 


1842. 


vented  from  completing  his  contract  by  the  neglect  of 
the  defendant  to  supply  him  with  sufficient  slates.  An 
affidavit  was  thereupon  made  by  the  arbitrator^  in  which  he 
stated  that  he  had  taken  into  his  consideration  the  alleged 
breach  of  agreement  as  to  the  slates. 

W.  J.  Alexcmder  shewed  cause  against  the  rule. — ^In  the 
first  place,  the  rule  nisi  does  not  disclose,  with  certainty 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  role  of  Court  on  this  subject,  the 
matter  in  difference  which  it  is  alleged  has  not  been  adju- 
dicated on  by  the  arbitrator.  Statements  of  objections  in 
the  rule  nisi  ought  to  be  more  specific  than  this :  BwMe 
V.  Davies  (a).  In  that  case,  and  also  in  Gray  v.  Leqf{b), 
it  was  held  not  to  be  sufficient  to  state  in  the  rule,  ''  that 
the  arbitrator  had  exceeded  his  authority .''  This  is  a  ge- 
neral statement  of  a  similar  kind.  [Alderson,  B. — ^The 
object  of  the  rule  is,  that  the  parties  may  not  wander 
about  in  search  of  the  defect  relied  upon  by  their  oppo- 
nents. In  Boodle  v.  Davies,  the  statement  was  very  vague 
indeed,  because  there  is  a  multitude  of  ways  in  which 
an  arbitrator  may  exceed  his  authority;  but  here  the  affi- 
davits direct  the  attention  immediately  to  that  matter  in 
difference  which  it  is  alleged  by  the  rule  has  not  been 
awarded  upon.] 

Secondly,  the  award  is  sufficient.  The  objection  to  it 
is  that  the  arbitrator  has  not  adjudicated  in  specific  terms 
with  respect  to  the  complaint  as  to  the  slates.  They  are 
not  included  in  the  breach  laid  in  the  declaration,  but 
they  were  in  £act,  as  the  arbitrator  himself  states,  taken 
into  consideration  by  him.  And  the  award  recites  that 
the  arbitrator  had  heard  and  weighed  the  evidence  ''  touch- 
ing the  matters  in  difference,''  and  professes  to  be  made 
'^  of  and  concerning  the  premises. "       Gray  v.  Gtoefi- 

(a)  3  Ad.  &  £U.  208 ;  4  Nev.  &  M.  788.  {h)  8  Dowi.  P.  C.  654. 
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nap  (a)  is  in  point.    There  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  ^*cK  rf  pUm, 
plaintiff  in  an  action  of  tort,  subject  to  a  reference  of  all  ^  '   ^ 

matters  in  difference.  The  defendant  claimed  before  the  !>»"" 
arbitrator  a  sum  of  money  due  to  him  on  the  balance  of  WAEtTSRs. 
an  account,  which  was  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  to  be  due. 
The  award,  after  stating  that  it  was  made  of  and  con- 
cerning the  premises,  merely  directed  a  verdict  to  be  en- 
tered for  the  plaintiff  with  damages.  It  was  objected  that 
this  was  an  adjudication  only  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
action,  but  the  Court  held  the  award  sufficient.  Piatt  v. 
HaU  (i),  Brown  and  Croydon  Canal  Con^any  (cr),  and  AUenby 
V.  Proudheh{d),  are  also  authorities  in  support  of  this 
award.  The  Court  will  not  encourage  technical  objections 
of  this  kind  to  awards,  the  object  of  which  is  to  put  an 
end  to  litigation. 

Erie  and  Gray,  contra. — ^This  award  is  no  determination 
of  all  the  matters  in  difference  between  the  parties;  it 
contains  nothing  but  a  finding  on  the  three  issues  raised 
on  the  record  in  the  action.  A  specific  award  on  certain 
matters  therein  mentioned  cannot  be  taken  to  extend  also 
to  other  matters  not  mentioned :  Doe  d.  Madkins  v.  Hor* 
ner{e),  Gyde  r.  Boucher {/).  Suppose  there  were  a  refer- 
ence of  a  daim  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  a  trespass,  and  a 
demand  for  the  price  of  goods,  and  the  arbitrator  decided 
on  the  first  only;  could  it  by  any  possibility  be  intended 
that  he  had  determined  the  other  matters  also?  And  the 
Court  will  not  listen  to  the  statement  of  the  arbitrator 
himself,  after  he  has  made  his  award,  for  that  would  be  to 
allow  him  to  supply  a  fact  necessary  to  give  it  validity, 
after  his  authority  has  expired.  The  rule  is  clear,  that  if, 
on  a  reference  of  several  matters  of  difference,  the  arbitra- 
tor omit  to  decide  one  of  them,  that  vitiates  the  whole 

(a)  1  B.  &  Aid.  106.  (d)  4  Ad.  &  £U.  326. 

(b)  2  M.  &  W.  391.  (0  8  Ad.  &  £1L  235 ;  3  N.  P. 

(c)  9  Ad.  &  £U.  522;  1  P.  D.      344. 

391.  (/)  5  Dowl.  P.  C.  127. 
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Ezeh.qfPha»,  award:  RmdallY.  Randall  {a),  Mitchell y.  Staveley  {b),  Birks 
^^'        V.  Trgjpet{c). 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^If  this  matter  had  been  res 
Integra,  I  should  certainly  have  been  disposed  to  think 
that  this  award  was  void;  bnt  we  are  bound  by  the  autho- 
rities which  have  been  referred  to,  and  cannot  set  it  aside. 
Our  judgment,  however,  will  not  be  final,  since  the  matter 
may  be  reviewed  in  an  action  brought  on  the  alleged 
breach  of  contract  respecting  the  slates.  But  for  those 
authorities,  I  should  certainly  have  thought,  that  as  the 
award  must  be  in  writing,  its  silence  as  to  any  matter  in 
difference  brought  before  the  arbitrator  prevented  it  from 
being  a  sufficient  exercise  of  the  authority  vested  in  him 
by  the  submission.  There  would  be  much  weight  in  the 
argument,  that  the  words  ''  of  and  concerning  the  pre- 
mises'^ shewed  that  the  matter  in  question  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  if  that  matter  had  been  previously  mentioned  in 
specific  terms ;  but  that  has  not  been  done.  The  authori- 
ties, however,  especiaUy  the  case  of  Gray  v.  Gtaennap,  are 
too  strong  to  be  got  over,  and  therefore  the  rule  for  set- 
ting aside  the  award  must  be  discharged. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  think  this  case  must  be  governed  by 
the  decision  in  the  case  of  Gray  v.  Gwennap.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  an  arbitrator  is  bound  to  decide  upon  all  the 
matters  in  difference ;  but  the  question  is,  whether  he  is 
bound  to  decide  them  in  express  terms.  In  HayUar  v. 
Elli8{d),  where  there  were  counter-claims,  an  award  that 
the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of  action  was  held  to  be  suffi- 
ciently certain. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 

(a)  7  East,  81.  (c)  1  Saund.  28  c 

(b)  16  East,  58.  (d)  6  Bing.  225 ;  3  M.  &  P.  553. 
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AwA.  nfPUtu, 
1842. 
Gabriel  and  Another  v.  Evill.  '^      v 

A  Jam  13. 

ixSSUMPSIT  for  goods  sold  and  deUvered^  and  on  an  In  May,  i8S9, 

account  stated.    Plea^  non  assumpsit.    At  the  trial  before  of  the  ?rm  of 
Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings  after  Michael-  Sised  to  jSrome 
mas  Term^  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  sought  to  « partner  with 

-_  _  ^  .^i-r»o«Triii*      them,  the  tenna 

be  charged  as  a  partner  with  B.  &  S.  Yanderplank,  to  of  the  intended 

whom  the  goods  in  question  had  been  actually  delivered^  fngl^that  A. 

and  who  carried  on  business  in  partnership  as  woollen-  i?*!!*^'*"*^ *" 

*  *  x.1,000  in  mo- 

drapers^  in  the  dtj.     The  defendant^  a  clothier^  who  had  ney  and  £i,ooo 

supplied  them  with  goods^  and  to  whom  they  were  consi-  should  be  enti- 

derably  indebted^  in  May  1839,  proposed  to  become  a  fhirfofthewo- 

partner  with  them :  and  the  terms  of  the  intended  partner-  *^»  ^^  ^  * 

^  '  "^  dormant  part- 

ship  were  settled  in  a  written  memorandum,  which,  how-  ner;  the  name 

ever,  was  never  signed  by  either  of  the  parties.    The  de-  to  be  changed* 

fendant  was  to  bring  in  £1,000  in  money  and  £1,000  in  ^f\^;  \^y 

cloths,  and  to  be  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  profits,  and  ner»hip  was  to 
,        ,  .  _  ^  .  ***«  fro™  **>• 

was  to  be  a  dormant  partner,  without  any  power  of  mter-  1st  April,  1839, 

ference  as  to  the  management  of  the  concern ;  the  name  of  to  himseT/the 

the  firm  was  to  be  changed  to  that  of  B.  &  S.  Vanderplank  2J^V^|*^; 

&  Co.,  and  the  partnership  was  to  date  from  the  1st  April,  any  period 

1839;  but  under  the  circumstances,  the  defendant  reserved  months  from 

to  himself  the  option  of  determining,  at  any  period  within  Jjj*J  he^iJuw" 

twelve  months  after  that  day,  whether  he  would  become  a  *»«co™«  »  p*rt- 

•^ '  ner.   The  name 

partner.   Thenameofthefirm  was  altered  accordingly,  and  ofthe  firm  was 
a  new  banking  account  was  opened  in  the  name  of  B.  &  S.  ingiy,  and  a  * 
Vanderplank  &  Co. ;  and  evidence  was  given  from  which  it  "croun't'wM* 
might  be  inferred,  that  the  defendant  had  made  the  ad-  *^P*"*^Js'i«^ 

name  of  B.  S«  & 

vance  of  £1,000  in  money  and  £1,000  in  goods  to  ^le  firm;  Co. ;  and  a.  ad- 
but,  within  the  twelve  months,  the  defendant  declared  his  £2,?oo  to^the 
determination  not  to  enter  into  the  partnership.     The  f™i,e*i!JJe7Te^' 
firm  of  B.   &  S.  Vanderplank  &  Co.  was  dissolved  in  months  he  de- 

.  __^^_  -*•  11^      dared  liis  deter- 

August,  1840,  and  no  account  of  profits  was  rendered  to  mination  not  to 
the  defendant,  nor  did  he  ever  claim  any  profits.    The  JUJSJIihip'lL 

Held,  that  A. 
was  not  liable 
for  goods  supplied  to  the  firm  after  May,  1839,  for  that  he  never  became  a  complete  partner. 
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jSxcA.  nf  Pieat,  Lord  Chief  Baron  was  of  opinion^  upon  this  evidence^  that 
the  defendant  was  not  liable,  and  accordingly  directed  a 
nonsuit. 

Erie  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  and  contended  that,  as 
against  third  persons,  the  drcnmstances  proved  at  the  trial 
constituted  the  liability  of  a  partner.  The  option  was  in 
the  defendant,  and  the  facts  shewed  that  it  was  exercised; 
at  all  events,  there  was  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  that  it 
was.  Whenever  a  concern  is  carried  on  with  the  joint 
assent  of  several  persons,  and  any  one  of  them  has  a  right 
to  file  a  bill  for  an  account  of  the  profits,  that  is  a  part- 
nership ab  initio.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — The  whole  agree- 
ment here  is,  that  if  the  defendant  shall  agree  to  become  a 
partner  with  the  others  from  a  given  day,  they  shall  divide 
the  profits  from  that  day.]  It  is  against  the  policy  of  the 
law  that  a  party  shall  be  allowed  to  reserve  a  right  to  di- 
vide the  profits  of  a  concern,  with  such  an  option  in  the 
mean  time.  Is  he,  after  watching  the  progress  of  business 
for  years,  to  have  a  right  to  take  away  a  share  of  the  pro- 
fits ab  initio,  if  it  be  a  profitable  business,  or  to  take  the 
frmds  as  a  creditor  if  it  be  not?  [Rolfe^  B. — ^It  is  a  fallacy 
to  say  the  defendant  becomes  a  partner  from  the  beginning 
of  the  twelve  months ;  .he  becomes  a  partner  from  the  time 
when  he  declares  himself  such,  with  a  right  retrospectively 
to  an  account  of  the  profits.  Aldersan,  B. — ^And  here  he 
declares  within  the  time  limited  that  he  will  not  be  a  part- 
ner.] If  he  retains  the  option,  the  law  casts  on  him  the 
liability  of  a  partner.  He  had  always  the  power  of  giving 
himself  4he  right  to  an  account  of  the  profits :  ^but  that  is 
an  option  which  the  law  will  not  allow  to  subsist. — He  cited 
Howell  V.  Brodie  (a) . 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^The  defendant  clearly  was  not  a 
partner  until  he  had  exerdsed  the  option  given  him  of 

(a)  6  Bing.  N.  C.  44;  S  Scott,  372. 
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dedaring  himself  sacli.     He  never  had  a  right  to  an  ac-  EMk.y  Pieas, 
count  of  the  profits  of  the  concern. 

Alderson,  B.^  and  Eolfs,  B.^  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 


LovELL  V.  Elizabeth  Walker,  sued  as  Elizabeth  Win-      Jan.  is. 

STANLEY. 

1/EBT  by  the  payee  against  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  ex-  Apieainabate- 
diange,  with  counts  for  goods  sold  and  deliyered,  work  and  u^of  debt,*of 
labour  and  materials,  and  upon  an  account  stated.  To  the  ^Jerture***^  a* 
first  two  counts  the  defendant  pleaded  her  coverture  in  dilatory  plea 

,  .■■i.,1-1.  1  t       requiriDg  an 

abatement,  and  to  the  residue  of  the  declaration,  that  she  affidavit  of  ven- 
was  never  indebted.  The  former  plea  not  being  accompa-  t]^8ut.4  Anne, 
nied  by  any  affidavit  of  verification,  the  plaintiff  signed  ^*„^*if  JljeJ^'^^ 
judgment  as  for  want  of  a  plea.  no  "uch  affida- 

'^  vh,  the  plain- 

tiff is  entitled 

Offk  now  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  that  judg-  menfai  fof ' 
ment  should  not  be  set  aside  for  irregularity,  upon  affida-  VP^  ^^^  ^^^^'^ 

^*  iTi      r  although  part  of 

vits  which  stated,  that  the  action  was  brought  (independ-  the  cause  of  ac- 
ently  of  the  bill  of  exchange)  to  recover  the  amount  of  a  after^Sie^^ 
dress-maker's  bill;  that  the  defendant  had  intermarried  *™^* 
after  the  acceptance  of  the  bill  of  exchange,  but  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  other  claim  had  accrued  since 
her  marriage. — ^The  first  question  is,  whether  the  plea  of 
coverture  is  to  be  considered  a  dilatory  plea  within  the 
Stat,  of  4  Anne,  c.  16,  s.  11,  and  therefore  requiring  an 
affidavit  of  verification.    It  has  been  decided  that  it  is 
not  a  plea  falling  within  the  provisions  of  the  stat.  3  &  4 
Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  8:  Jones  v.  Smith  (a).    Neither  is  it,  as  to 
the  causes  of  action  which  accrued  before  the  marriage,  a 
dilatory  plea  within  the  statute  of  Anne.    As  to  them,  the 
defendant's  defence  is,  that  she  is  entirely  discharged  by 
her  marriage,  all  her  property  having  passed  to  her  hus- 

(a)  3  M.  &  W.  526. 
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Etek.  of  Pietu,  band,  and  he  being  the  only  party  against  whom  execution 

•  '    can  issue.     [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  have  always  under- 

LoTELL       stood  that  a  dilatory  plea  is  one  that  does  not  deny  the 

Walker,      plaintiff's  right  of  action^  but  says  that  it  is  not  brought  in 

the  proper  form  against  the  proper  party.    Alderson,  B. — 

This  plea  only  means — ^I  am  not  liable  for  this  debt  during 

my  husband's  lifetime.]  .  The  defendant  says,  that  by  the 

marriage  all  her  liability  is  transferred  to  her  husband.    It 

is  like  a  plea  of  the  defendant's  bankruptcy.    [Alderson,  B. 

— ^That  shews  that  the  defendant  never  can  be  liable.] 

Secondly,  the  plea  of  coverture,  at  all  events,  covered  all 
that  part  of  the  clause  which  accrued  after  the  marriage, 
and  as  to  that  it  was  not  necessary,  before  the  new  rules, 
to  verify  it  by  affidavit.  [Alderson,  B. — When  the  plaintiff 
comes  to  assess  his  damages  on  the  writ  of  inquiry,  he  will 
only  take  out  execution  for  the  amount  of  the  goods  sup- 
plied before  the  coverture.  If  he  takes  out  execution  for 
the  whole,  the  defendant  may  apply  to  set  it  aside  as  to 
the  residue.]  He  has  taken  his  judgment  for  the  whole, 
and  therefore  for  too  much.  [Lord  Abbtger,  C.  B. — How 
could  the  plaintiff  split  the  plea?  The  defendant  pleads 
her  coverture  as  to  all  to  which  it  can  apply,  and  the  plea 
of  never  indebted  as  to  the  rest.] 

PbbCueiam,  Rulerefiued. 


/on.  14.  Carpenter  and  Another  v.  Smith. 

The  "public  lue  V^'ASE  for  the  infringement  of  a  patent  for  certain  im- 
AD  invenUon,  °  provcmcuts  '^  in  locks  and  other  securities  applicable  to 
vt^ilteirfrim  ^^^  *^^  ®*'^®'  purposes."  Pleas,  first,  not  guilty;  se- 
being  consi-       coudly,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  the  true  and  first  in- 

dered  a  noTelty, 

is  a  lue  in  pub- 

He,  so  as  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  others  than  the  inventor,  as  contradistingoished  from  the 

use  of  it  by  himself  in  priTate;  and  does  not  mean  a  use  by  tk*  pmbUe  gemrtU^, 

Therefore,  where  an  improved  lock,  for  which  the  plainUiFhad  a  patent,  had  previously  been 
used  by  an  individual  on  a  gate  adjoining  a  public  road,  for  several  years ;  and  several  dosens  of  a 
similar  lock  had  been  made  at  Birmingham  from  a  pattern  received  from  America,  and  sent 
abroad ;  it  was  held  that  this  constituted  such  a  public  use  and  exercise  of  the  invention  as  to 
avoid  the  patent 
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rentors  of  tlie  said  improyements ;  thirdly^  tliat  the  said  Ewh.  qf  piea$^ 
improvements  were  not  a  new  invention  as-  to  the  public 
use  and  exercise  thereof;  on  which  issues  were  joined. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  AUnger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middle* 
sex  sittings  after  Michaelmas  Term^  the  main  question 
between  the  parties  was,  whether  the  plaintiffs'  invention^ 
the  principle  of  which  was  a  combination  of  the  bolt  and 
latch  of  the  lock  within  one  hasp,  was  or  was  not  a  no- 
velty. A  witness  called  by  the  defendant  proved,  that  in 
the  year  1816  he  received  from  a  house  in  the  United 
States  a  pattern  of  a  lock  similar  in  principle  to  the  plain- 
tiffs', and  that  he  procured  several  dozens  to  be  made  at 
Birmingham  according  to  the  pattern,  and  sent  them  to 
America.  The  defendant  also  produced  a  lock  similar  to 
that  of  the  plaintiffs,  which  he  proved  to  have  been  used 
for  sixteen  years  on  a  gate  adjoining  a  public  road,  belong- 
ing  to  a  clergyman  of  the  name  of  Davies,  residing  near 
Birmingham.  For  the  plaintiffs  it  was  contended,  that 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  propf  that  the  locks  in  question 
had  been  brought  into  public  general  use  in  this  country^ 
the  plaintiffs'  might  nevertheless  be  considered  a  new  in- 
vention. The  Lord  Chief  Baron,  in  summing  up,  stated 
that  an  invention  could  not  be  considered  new,  which  had 
been  in  public  use  before;  that  the  word  public  was  not 
equivalent  to  general,  but  was  distinguished  from  secret 
use :  and  he  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  circumstance 
of  a  lock,  similar  in  principle  to  the  plaintiff's,  being  on 
Mr.  Davies's  gate  for  so  long  a  period,  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  several  dozens  by  an  English  artist  for  money, 
without  secrecy,  amoimted  to  a  public  use  of  those  locks. 
The  jury  having  foimd  a  verdict  for  the  defendant, 

Kelly  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
direction.— ^The  rule  of  law  on  this  subject  is  not  so  narrow 
as  it  was  stated  to  be  by  the  learned  Judge.  The  mere 
manufacture  or  use  of  an  invention  by  an  individual  who 

VOL.  IX.  X  M.  w. 
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Mtch.  0/  Pleat,  mav  himself  have  discovered  it.  even  in  such  a  manner  that 

1842 

a  particular  portion  of  the  public  in  his  particular  locality 

may  have  access  to  it^  but  without  its  being  sold  or 
brought  into  the  market^  does  not  constitute  such  a  ^'pub- 
lic use  or  exerdse^^  of  that  invention  as  to  prevent  another 
person^  who  does  not  copy  it^  from  afterwards  obtaining  a 
patent  for  the  same  principle:  Morgan  v.  Seaward  {a). 
[Alderson,  B. — How  then  do  you  get  over  the  case  of 
the  invention  for  which  a  patent  was  avoided^  because  it 
had  been  previously  published  in  a  book  (4)  ? — ^the  prin- 
ciple being,  that  it  could  be  appropriated  by  any  body, 
because  it  had  already  been  given  to  every  body.]  All 
that  is  required  by  the  statute  21  Jac.  1,  c.  8,  s.  6,  is,  that 
the  grant  shall  be  made  ''to  the  first  and  true  inventors 
of  such  manufactures,  which  others  at  the  time  of  the  mak- 
ing of  the  grant  did  not  use.''  The  statute  intended  to 
prevent  loss  to  the  inventor  of  a  useful  itistrument,  who 
brings  it  into  public  use  and  exercise,  by  reason  of  the 
making  of  a  former  similar  invention  not  brought  into 
practice,  or  the  use  whereof  may  be  said  to  have  ceased. 
[Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^By  how  many  of  the  public  would 
you  allow  it  to  be  known,  and  what  are  the  public?  How 
vague  a  rule  you  would  establish  for  each  case !  Would 
you  say  that  the  use  by  a  particular  club  would  be  a  use 
by  the  pubUc?  or  suppose  the  inventor  of  a  machine  gives 
away  a  hundred  among  his  friends,  and  they  use  it?]  In 
Lewis  V.  Marling  (c),  a  model  and  a  specification  of  a  ma- 
chine similar  to  that  for  which  the  patent  was  granted, 
had  been  brought  over  from  America  and  shewn  to  several 
persons:  but  it  was  held,  that  as  no  machine  had  been 
manufactured  and  brought  into  use,  and  as  the  patentee 
had  not  seen  that  model  or  specification,  he  might  still  be 
considered  the  inventor.  So,  in  Jones  v.  Pearce  (d),  where 
it  was  proved  for  the  defendant  that  a  Mr.  Strutt  had 

(«)  2  M.  &  W.  544.  (c)  10  B.  &  Cr.  22. 

(h)  Dr.  Brewster's  Kaleidoscope.         (d)  Godson  on  Patents,  46. 
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constmcted  wheels  similar  in  principle  to  that  of  the  plain-  JBjtcA.  o/ p/rat, 
tiffs,  Patteson,  J.,  in  summing  up  to  the  jury,  said,  that  if 
it  appeared  that  the  wheel  ''was  used  openly  in  public,  so 
that  every  body  might  see  it,  and  the  plaintiffs  had  conti- 
nued to  use  the  same  thing  up  to  the  time  of  taking  out 
the  patent,  imdoubtedly  that  would  be  a  ground  to  say  that 
the  plaintiffs'  invention  was  not  new/'  ^Alderson,  B. — 
That  is  the  very  same  principle  of  law  as  was  laid  down  by 
my  Lord  in  the  present  case :  the  only  restriction  I  should 
put  upon  it  would  be,  that  it  need  not  appear  that  the 
machine  was  used  up  to  the  time  of  taking  out  the  pa- 
tent.] People  would  not  become  acquainted  with  the 
principle  of  this  invention  by  passing  along  the  road  past 
the  gate  by  thousands;  and  yet  thereby  a  person  bon& 
fide  discovering  it  for  himself,  and  bringing  it  into  public 
use  in  another  part  of  England,  is  to  be  precluded  from 
taking  out  a  patent.  Such  a  construction  of  the  law  is 
surely  too  large. 

Albsrson,  B. — ^I  think  there  ought  to  be  no  rule  in 
this  case.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  that  is  the 
right  construction  of  the  law  which  my  Lord  has  put  upon 
it.  ''  Public  use''  means  a  use  in  pubUc,  so  as  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  others  than  the  inventor,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  use  of  it  by  himself  in  his  chamber. 
How,  then,  can  it  be  contended  that  the  lock  which  has 
been  used  in  public  by  Mr.  Davies  for  so  many  years,  is 
a  new  invention?  If  the  plaintiffs'  doctrine  is  correct,  it 
would  follow  that  if  Mr.  Davies  were  to  change  his  lock 
to  another  gate,  he  would  be  liable  to  an  action  for  an 
infringement  of  the  plaintiffs'  patent.  The  case  of  Lewis 
V.  Marling  went  to  the  very  extreme  point  of  the  law. 

Gurnet,  B.,  concurred. 

Lord  Abinobr,  C.  B. — I  agree  in  thinking  that  there 

x2 
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EmIl  pf  puat,  is  no  ground  for  diatiurbing  the  verdict.  I  was  counsel  in 
the  cases  of  Lewis  v.  Marling  and  Jones  y.  Pearce,  and  I 
recollect  that  those  cases  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  the 
former  machines  being  in  truth  mere  experiments,  which 
altogether  failed.  The  ''public  use  and  exercise''  of  an 
inyention  means  a  use  and  exercise  in  pubUCy  not  by  the 
puhUc,  There  are  some  expressions  in  former  cases  which 
If  ere  referred  to  on  the  trial,  which  rather  leant  towards 
Mr.  Ketty^s  argument,  and  I  therefore  thought  it  fit  to  lay 
down  the  rule  of  law  in  the  broad  terms  I  did.  I  haye 
always  entertained  the  same  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Bule  refused. 


Jan.  14.  Smith  v.  Martin. 

Where  a  mate-  ASSUMPSIT  by  indorsee  against  maker  of  a  promissory 
in  pindiVi*  uotc,  indorsed  and  delivered  by  the  defendant  to  F.  &  Co., 
hl\h7luh^^     who  indorsed  it  to  G.  V.  &  Co.,  who  indorsed  it  to  the 

quent  pleading,  plaintiff, 
it  is  not  there-     '^ 

fore  admitted  a«      Plea,  that  the  Said  several  indorsements  in  the  dedara* 

dispensTwith^   tiou  mentioned  were  indorsements  in  blank;  and  that 

fo'^^tiTe^i^V    after  the  indorsement  of  the  said  note  by  the  defendant  to 

Toa  deciara-  F,  &  Co.,  and  before  the  delivery  thereof  tp  the  plaintiff, 

lion  in  anump* 

•it  by  indorsee  the  uote  was  in  the  hands  of  G.  Y .,  who,  at  the  time  of 
^"promissory  niakiug  the  order  of  Nisi  Prius  hereinafter  mentioned,  was 
note,  tiie  de.     ^j^g  lawful  owncT  thereof:  that  whilst  the  note  was  so  in 

fendant  plead-  ' 

ed,  that  the  note  the  hauds  of  G.  V.,  it  was  by  an  order  of  Nisi  Prius,  by 
anddeiiTeredto  conscut  of  the  Said  G.  V.,  Ordered  that  the  said  note  and 
Ms  indoTMr  ^n  ^^  claim  of  the  said  G.  Y.  thereon  should  be  referred  to 

violation  of  good 
faith,  and  in 

fraud  and  contempt  of  an  order  for  referring  the  claim  of  tliat  indorser  to  arbitration ;  and  that 
the  plaintiff  took  the  note  with  full  knowledge  of  the  premises.  The  plaintiff  replied  that  he  had 
not,  when  he  took  the  note,  any  knowledge  of  the  premises  in  the  plea  mentioned.  Issue 
thereon: — HeU,  that  upon  these  pleadings  the  defendant  was  bound  to  begin  at  the  trial,  and  to 
prove  the  plaintiff's  knowledge  of  the  fraud;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound  in  the  first 
instance  to  prove  consideration  given  for  the  indorsement  to  him. 
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arbitration:  that  the  note  was  deliyered  by  G.  Y.  to  the  Sxeh.y  Pieas^ 

plaintiff  after  the  making  of  the  said  order^  and  before  any 

award  was  made  in  the  premises^  and  in  violation  of  good 

&ith^  and  in  fraud  and  contempt  of  the  said  order;  and 

that  the  plaintiff  took  the  said  note  with  full  knowledge 

of  the  premises.    Verification. 

Replication^  that  the  plaintiff  had  not,  at  the  time  when 
he  so  took  the  said  note,  any  knowledge  of  the  premises  in 
the  plea  mentioned,  upon  which  issue  was  joined. 

Notice  was  given  to  the  plaintiff  to  prove  the  consider- 
ation for  the  indorsement  to  him. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middle- 
sex sittings  after  Michaelmas  Term,  it  was  contended  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  on  the  authorityof  Bingham 
y.  Stanley  (a),  that  inasmuch  as  the  replication  admitted  a 
fraudulent  delivery  of  the  note  to  the  plaintiff  by  G.  Y ., 
the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  begin,  and  in  the  first  instance 
to  prove  consideration.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron,  how- 
ever, was  of  opinion,  that  even  though  the  fraud  of  O.  V. 
was  admitted  by  the  replication,  still,  as  the  note  was  not 
therefore  absolutely  void  as  against  the  plaintiff,  but  only 
capable  of  being  made  so  by  proof  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
fraud,  that  fact  was  to  be  proved  affirmatively  by  the  de- 
fendant. The  defendant  accordingly  began,  and  failing  to 
prove  the  plaintiff's  knowledge  of  the  fraud,  the  plaintiff 
had  a  verdict  for  the  amount  of  the  note  and  interest. 

Crowder  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of 
misdirection. — The  learned  Judge  ought  to  have  caUed 
upon  the  plaintiff  to  prove  consideration  for  the  note.  The 
replication,  by  omitting  to  traverse  the  material  allega- 
tion of  fraud  contained  in  the  plea,  must,  according  to 
the  rules  of  pleading,  be  taken  to  have  admitted  it :  and 
where  fraud  in  the  transmission  of  the  instrument  to  the 

(a)  1  G.  &  D.  237. 
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Bxeh.  rf  PUoi,  holder  is  proved  or  admitted,  he  is  bound  to  shew  that  he 
'  ^     was  not  cognizant  of  that  fraud,  and  that  he  gave  value. 


Smith  The  cases  of  Bingham  v.  StarUey,  and  of  Edmunds  v. 
If  ABTiir.  Groves  (a),  in  this  Court,  are  at  variance  as  to  the  effect 
of  admissions  on  the  record.  In  the  latter  case,  Aldersan, 
B.,  laid  it  down  that  ''an  admission  on  the  record  is 
merely  a  waiver  of  requiring  proof  of  those  parts  of  the 
record  which  are  not  denied,  the  party  being  content  to 
rest  his  claim  on  the  other  facts  in  dispute;  but  if  any 
inferences  are  to  be  drawn  by  the  jury,  they  must  have 
the  facts,  from  which  such  inferences  are  to  be  drawn, 
proved  like  any  other  £Eu;ts/'  On  the  other  hand.  Lord 
Denman,  C.  J.,  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Court  in 
Bingham  v.  Stanley,  says,  in  reference  to  the  case  of  Ed^ 
munds  v.  Groves,  ''  Upon  fiill  consideration,  we  cannot 
agree  with  the  doctrine  thus  stated.  We  think  that  an 
admission  made  in  the  course  of  pleading,  whether  in  ex- 
press terms  or  by  omitting  to  traverse  what  has  been 
before  alleged,  must  be  taken  as  an  admission  for  aU  the 
purposes  of  the  cause,  whether  the  facts  relate  to  the  par- 
ties or  to  third  persons,  provided  the  allegation  so  made  be 
material.  We  find  no  authority  to  the  contrary ;  and  in- 
deed, in  former  times,  before  the  new  rules,  such  admis- 
sions, in  the  absence  of  a  protest,  estopped  the  party,  even 
in  another  cause,  from  disputing  the  fact  so  admitted.'^ 
[Alderson,  B. — ^If  the  allegation  of  knowledge  of  the  fraud 
was  a  necessary  allegation  in  the  plea,  was  it  not  for  the 
defendant  to  prove  it  ?  ]  The  admission  made  by  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  pleadings,  that  the  transfer  of  the  note  to  the 
plaintiff  arose  out  of  a  fraud,  cast  upon  the  plaintiff's  title 
such  an  impeachment  as  to  shift  the  onus  of  proof,and  threw 
it  upon  him  to  shew,  not  only  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  fraud,  but  that  he  gave  value  for  the  note.  There 
can  be  no  real  distinction  between  the  effect  of  the  admis- 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.  642.    See  also      661;  BetmioH  y.Daviton,  3  M.  & 
NicolU  V.  Bastard,  2  C,  M.  &  R.      W.  162. 
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sion  of  a  fact  by  the  party  on  the  record^  and  the  proof  of  Bxeh.  of  Pieas, 
it  by  the  mouths  of  witnesses.    The  defendant  in  this  '  ^ 

cascj  therefore,  stood  in  just  the  same  position  as  if  he  Smith 
had  called  witnesses,  and  had  tainted  the  instrument  with  Maetin. 
fraud.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — The  mere  circumstance  of 
the  plaintiff  being  the  holder  of  the  note,  prim&  facie  im- 
ports that  he  is  the  holder  for  value.  If  this  case  had 
been  tried  on  non  assumpsit,  before  the  new  roles,  would 
not  the  defendant  have  been  bound  to  prove  fraud  in  con- 
nexion with  the  note,  and  a  knowledge  of  that  firaud  in 
the  plaintiff?]  The  course  of  proceeding  before  the  new 
rules  would  have  been  this : — ^the  plaintiff  would  first  have 
put  in  the  note,  and  there  rested  hia-primft  facie  case:  the 
defendant  must  then  have  given  evidence  to  shew  that  the 
transfer  of  the  note  was  tainted  with  fraud;  and  haying 
done  that,  the  plaintiff  would  have  been  compelled  to 
shew  that  he  gave  value  for  the  note,  and  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  fraud.  And  here  the  situation  of  the 
plaintiff  was  this,  that  he  was  the  holder  of  a  note  admit- 
ted by  himself  to  have  been  fraudulently  negotiated :  he, 
therefore,  was  equally  bound  to  shew  that  he  had  given  value, 
and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  [Aldersonj 
B. — ^Assuming,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  the 
circumstances  of  fraud  alleged  in  the  plea  are  admitted  as 
facts  by  the  replication,  how  do  they  afford  prim&  facie 
evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  knowledge  of  that  fraud?  Where 
a  plea,  as  in  this  case,  states  facts  amounting  to  fitiud, 
and  alleges  that  the  plaintiff  had  knowledge  of  them,  the 
issue,  according  to  your  argument,  is  on  the  plaintiff: 
then  suppose  he  proves  consideration,  which  way  ought  the 
verdict  to  be?  His  having  given  consideration  proves  no- 
thing conclusively  as  to  his  want  of  knowledge  of  the  fraud.] 
The  plaintiff  is  bound,  imder  such  circumstances,  to  go 
further,  and  to  prove  also  that  he  took  the  instrument 
under  such  circumstances  as  shew  him  not  to  have  heet, 
cognizant  of  the  fraud.    Issue  is  constantly  taken  on  the 
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JBxeh.  o/Pieoi,  double  ayerment^  that  consideration  was  given^  and  tliat 
^  •  ^  the  plaintiff  had  no  knowledge  of  the  alleged  fraud.  The 
Smith  rule  on  tlus  subject  is  laid  down  in  Mills  v.  Barber{a). 
Martin*  That  was  an  action  by  indorsee  against  acceptor  of  a  bill 
of  exchange :  plea,  that  the  bill  was  an  accommodation 
bill,  and  that  no  consideration  passed  between  any  of  the 
parties  to  it :  replication,  that  the  drawer  indorsed  it  to 
the  plaintiff  for  consideration,  on  which  issue  was  joined : 
and  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  prove  that  he  gave  value  for  the  indorse* 
ment  to  him,  but  that  it  lay  on  the  defendant  first  to  im- 
peach his  title,  by  shewing  fraud  or  duress,  or  that  the 
bill  had  been  lost  or  stolen.  Here  the  plaintiff's  title  ia 
impeached  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  his  prim&  fade  title 
arising  from  the  possession  of  the  note  being  rebutted  by 
his  own  admission  on  the  record,  that  it  is  a  note  tainted 
with  fraud,  whereby  he  stands  in  the  same  position  as  if 
that  fact  had  been  proved  against  him  by  witnesses. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — ^I  think  no  rule  ought  to  be 
granted  in  this  case.  If  we  entertained  any  doubt  on  the 
point,  we  should  think  it  a  fit  case  for  frurther  discussion ; 
but  the  arguments  which  have  been  used  have  not  shaken 
the  opinion  we  had  formed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
case. 

Aldebson,  B. — I  must  say  it  seems  to  me  to  be  unjust 
and  unreasonable  to  prevent  a  party,  by  the  rules  of 
pleading,  from  denying  a  particular  fact,  and  yet  to  call 
upon  the  jury  to  treat  that  fact  as  proved.  If  that  be  the 
law,  then  a  double  replication  is  of  the  very  essence  of 
justice.  Personally,  I  should  desire  to  have  the  matter 
fully  discussed  ,*  but  as  the  opinion  of  this  Court  is  at  va- 
riance with  that  which  has  been  expressed  by  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  the  difference  can  be  settled  only  in  a 

(a)lM.&W.425. 
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Court  of  error.    I  have  considered  the  decision  of  the  ^e^  rf  ^^•^ 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  with  every  possible  respect;  but 


V. 


I  must  say  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  and  appears        Smith 
to  me  to  present  many  diflSculties.  Martin. 

GuKNET,  B. — I  agree  in  thinking  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  rule  in  this  case.  I  think  it  is  too  much,  upon 
these  pleadings,  to  throw  upon  the  plaintiff  the  burthen  of 
proving  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  The 
defendant  has  averred  affirmatively  that  the  plaintiff  had 
knowledge  of  the  firaud,  and  the  defendant  ought  to  prove 
thefietct. 

Bule  refused  (a). 

(a)  See  UwU  y.  Parker,  4  Ad.  &  £1L  838;  6  Ner.  &  M.  294. 


SflRLE  V.  Norton.  j^^  14^ 

Assumpsit  on  a  banker's  cheque^  dated  March  19^  Apost-dated 
1841,  made  by  the  defendant,  deUvered  by  him  to  J.  i'Setllif 
Wright,  and  by  Wright  to  the  plaintiff.    There  were  also  ^^^j;;^^"?*''** 
counts  for  money  paid,  and  on  an  accoimt  stated.    The  eTidence  for 

sny  parp<Me. 

defendant  pleaded  to  the  first  count,  that  he  did  not  make  Therefore,  the 
the  note,  and  also  pleas  denying  due  presentment  and  no-  f^  an^acdon'on 
tice  of  non-payment;  and  to  the  other  counts,  non  assump-  JJf^^/J^Jf^' 
sit.    At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Lon-  the  count  for 

money  psid. 

don  sittings  after  Michaelmas  Term,  it  was  proved  by  the  becauae  he  can- 
defendant  that  the  plaintiff  received  the  cheque  from  ^Jh^out^prl^uc. 
Wright  (to  whom  he  gave  value  for  it)  some  days  before  *»«  *«  cheque. 
the  date  which  it  bore.    It  was  contended  for  the  plaintiff, 
that  he  might  still  recover  on  the  count  for  money  paid, 
and  that  the  cheque,  though  post-dated,  was  evidence  to 
support  that  count.  The  learned  Judge  thought  otherwise, 
and  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  giving  the  plain- 
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s*^  qf  Pieoi,  tiff  leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  on  tlie  second 
count  for  the  amount  of  the  cheque. 

S.  Temple  now  moved  accordingly. — The  money  paid  by 
the  plaintiff  to  Wright  on  the  transfer  of  the  cheque  was 
money  paid  to  the  use  of  the  defendant,  and  the  cheque 
might  be  used  as  evidence  of  it.  In  Bayley  on  Bills, 
858,  (5th  edit.),  it  is  laid  down  that  "  a  bill  is  prim&  facie 
evidence  of  money  lent  by  the  payee  to  the  drawer,  and 
a  note  of  money  lent  by  the  payee  to  the  maker,  and  each, 
consequently,  of  money  had  and  received  by  the  drawer  or 
maker  to  the  use  of  the  holder,  and  of  money  paid  by  the 
holder  to  the  use  of  the  drawer  or  maker.''  The  case  of 
Dimsdale  v.  Lanche8ter{a)  shews,  that  an  action  for  money 
had  and  received  may  be  maintained  by  the  indorsee  of  a 
promissory  note  against  the  maker.  The  party  originally 
giving  the  cheque  acknowledges  himself  to  have  money  in 
his  hands  to  the  use  of  the  party  to  whom  he  gives  it,  and 
so  also  of  the  person  to  whom  that  party  gives  it  for  value. 
[Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — That  is  to  make  an  action  on  an 
implied  contract  assignable.]  The  maker  calls  upon  each 
bearer  to  pay  the  amount  to  the  party  from  whom  he  re- 
ceives it,  and  undertakes  that  either  his  banker  or  he  will 
pay  it  to  the  holder.  Eales  v.  Dicker  {b)  may  appear  to 
be  an  authority  against  the  plaintiff;  but  it  is  distinguish- 
able, because  there  the  party  sought  to  be  charged  on 
the  coimt  for  money  paid,  was  not  the  drawer  or  maker, 
but  the  acceptor  of  a  bill.  The  acceptor  admits  a  debt  due 
to  the  drawer,  and  therefore  the  indorsement  by  him  is  the 
assignment  of  a  chose  in  action ;  but  the  drawer  may  be 
said  to  require  all  the  subsequent  parties  to  pay  the  amount 
to  his  use.  [Lord  AUnger,  C.  B. — How  does  the  present 
question  arise  ?  The  cheque,  being  post-dated,  was  void, 
and  therefore  not  receivable  in  evidence.]      It  may  be 

(a)  4  Esp.  201,  n.  {b)  Moo.  &  M.  824. 
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looked  at  to  sliew  the  terms  on  which  the  money  was  ad-  Bxeh.  of  PUat, 

1842. 


yanced  by  the  plaintiff  to  Wright.  [Alderson,  B. — ^Wright 
could  not  have  enforced  payment  of  the  cheque  against  the  Sbblb 
defendant.  Then  how  can  the  payment  to  him  on  a  cheque  Norton. 
on  which  the  defendant  is  not  liable  be  payment  to  the  use 
of  the  defendant?]  According  to  Sutton  y.  Toomer{a)j  a 
promissory  note  which  was  giyen  as  a  security  for  a  depo- 
sit,  and  afterwards  altered^  may  be  given  in  evidence  to 
shew  the  terms  on  which  the  deposit  was  made;  yet  there 
the  note  could  not  be  enforced  as  a  security.  [Lord  Abin* 
gevj  C.  B. — ^There  the  note  was  originally  a  good  note,  and 
it  still  remained  a  note  for  its  original  purpose;  the  objec- 
tion was,  that  the  banker  had  made  another  note  without 
a  new  stamp.]  The  ground  of  decision  was,  that  although 
the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  by  force  of  the  instrument 
itself,  he  might  recover  on  the  count  for  money  lent,  and 
give  the  note  in  evidence  for  that  purpose. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — I  think  there  is  no  ground  for  a 
rule.  The  case  cited  rests  on  a  different  principle.  Sup- 
pose the  case  of  a  bond,  which  was  originally  good,  but 
was  afterwards  destroyed  or  altered ;  the  party  could  not 
declare  upon  it,  because  he  had  made  it  void  as  a  security 
by  his  consent;  but  it  would  still  be  evidence  to  shew  the 
nature  of  the  transaction.  Here  the  cheque  could  not  be 
read  at  all;  it  was  altogether  void. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^This  was  a  paper  altogether  inadmissible 
as  evidence.    * 

GuBNET,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  refused. 

(a)  7  B.  &  Cr.  416;  1  M.  &.  R.  125. 
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Jan.  14.  BUSSET  V.  BaBNETT. 

Where  goods  JJeBT  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  on  an  acconnt 

ready  money,  Stated.    The  particulars  of  demand  claimed  the  sum  of 

^^^f/J^'^J^t^*  8/.B«.6rf., beingthebalanceof an accountfor goods soldand 

ingiy,  no  debt  delivered  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant.    Pleas,  except 

arises,  and  such  w  ».  *  * 

payment  is  as  to  the  sum  of  4)9.  6^.,  parcel  &c.,  nunquam  indebitatus ; 
abirimder'Sle'  »»  to  that  sum,  a  tender,  which  was  denied  by  the  replica- 
generai  issue.  ^^^^  j^^  ^^  ^3^l  before  the  under-sheriff  of  Middlesex, 
it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  an 
alleged  balance  of  a  disputed  account  for  goods  bought  by 
the  defendant,  for  ready  money,  at  the  plaintiff's  shop. 
The  defendant  produced  evidence  to  prove  that,  within 
ten  minutes  afber  the  delivery  of  the  goods  at  his  house, 
he  paid  for  them  in  full,  with  the  exception  of  the  4«.  6d* 
as  to  which  the  tender  was  pleaded.  It  was  objected  for 
the  plaintiff,  that  it  was  not  competent  to  the  defendant 
to  give  evidence  of  this  payment,  there  being  no  plea  of 
payment  on  the  record:  but  the  under-sheriff  thought 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  no  debt  ever  arose  between 
the  parties,  and  therefore .  the  evidence  waa  admissible 
under  the  plea  of  nunquam  indebitatus,  and  he  accord* 
ingly  received  it :  and  the  tender  being  also  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  juryj^  the  defendant  had  a  verdict  on 
both  issues. 

C.  Jones  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of 
misdirection,  and  contended  that  the  defence  was  inadmis- 
sible without  a  plea  of  payment.  [Aldereon,  B. — ^The  plea 
of  nunquam  indebitatus  means,  that  there  never  was  a  sale 
of  goods  to  the  defendant  an  credit.  This  was  a  mere  ex- 
change of  goods  for  money,  and  no  debt  ever  arose.  Lord 
Abinger,  C.  B. — There  was  no  contract  whereby  the  de- 
fendant became  indebted  to  the  plaintiff.]    In  GoodchUd 
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y.  Pledge  (a),  where  to  a  count  in  debt  for  £20  for  goods  Bxeh.  rf  PUas, 
sold  and  delivered,  the  defendant  pleaded,  that  before  the  ^  ^^^' 
commencement  of  the  suit,  and  when  the  said  sum  of  £20 
became  due  and  payable,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  the  defendant 
paid  the  plaintiff  the  said  sum  of  £20,  according  to  the 
defendant's  said  contract  and  liability;  this  plea  was  held 
bad  on  demurrer  for  concluding  to  the  country,  and  not 
with  a  verification ;  and  Parke,  B.,  there  says,  "The  mo« 
ment  the  goods  are  delivered,  is  there  not  a  cause  of  action, 
throwing  the  proof  of  its  discharge  on  the  defendant?'^ 
And  he  adds — "The  new  general  issue,  that  the  defend- 
ant never  was  indebted,  that  is,  at  no  instant  of  time,  was 
framed  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  all  these  de- 
fences pleadable  by  way  of  discharge/'  [Aldereon,  B. — 
What  the  learned  Judge  there  means  is,  that  the  moment 
goods  are  delivered  on  credit,  a  contract  arises  whereby  the 
defendant  becomes  indebted.  No  doubt  that  was  a  pro- 
per case  for  a  plea  of  payment.]  This  was  a  defence  in 
the  nature  of  confession  and  avoidance. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — In  this  case  the  goods  were  not 
delivered  \Lpon  a  contract  out  of  which  a  debt  arose :  there 
was  no  promise  to  pay,  but  immediate  payment, 

Aldsbson,  B. — ^Where  there  is  a  contract  for  the  sale 
and  delivery  of  goods  for  ready  money,  and  ready  money 
is  paid,  there  is  no  debt. 

GuBNEY,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)lM.&W.363. 
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Ezeh.  of  Pleas, 
1842. 

"  Greenshields  v.  Crawford. 

Jan.  17.  A 

In  an  action  by   iV.SSUMPSIT  bj  indorsee  against  acceptor  of  a  bill  of 

Mccp^ofa****  exchange.    Plea,  denying  the  acceptance^  and  issue  there- 

chM^"t  a  ^^*  ^^  *^®  *™^  ^^^^'^  ^^^^'  ^'*  ^^  ^^®  Middlesex  sittings 
peared  that  the  in  this  Term,  the  bill,  when  produced^  appeared  to  be  di- 
ed to" Charles  rcctcd  to  "  Charles  Banner  Crawford^  East  India  House.'' 
foXEas^iTdia  ^  witness  called  for  the  plaintiff  stated,  [that  the  hand- 
House,"  and  writing  of  the  acceptance,  "  C.  B.  Crawford,''  was  that  of 

accepted  "C.B.  &  r  J  * 

Crawford."  It  a  gentleman  of  that  name,  who  was  formerly  a  derk  in  the 

thUd^ature'  ^^st  India  House,  but  had  left  it  five  years  ago;  but  he 

Writing  onl*^'  ^^  ^^*  '^^^  whether  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  the  defend- 

gendeman  of  ant  in  this  actiou.    It  was  contended  for  the  defendant. 

that  name,  for- 
merly a  clerk     that  there  was  no  sufficient  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the 

India  House,  pcrson  whosc  handwriting  on  the  note  was  proved,  with 
who  had  left  it    the  defendant.    The  learned  Judge  overruled  the  objec- 

five  yean  ago :  ®  •* 

^HeU,  that      tiou,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict. 

this  was  suffld- 

the  identity  of        Cortie  uow  moved  for  a  new  trial,  and  re-urged  the  ob- 

the  defendant 


wUh  the  pwson  Jection  taken  at  Nisi  Prius;  citing  ParHns  v.  HawksAaw{a), 

whose  1 
writing 
prove£ 


whose  hand-      and  WhUelocke  v.  Musgrave  lb). 

writing—  ^  ^  ' 


Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  evi- 
dence was  quite  sufficient.  Here  the  bill  is  drawn  upon 
Charles  Banner  Crawford,  and  addressed  to  him  at  the  In- 
dia House.  The  evidence  is,  that  there  is  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Charles  Banner  Crawford;  that  he  once  belonged  to 
the  India  House;  and  that  the  acceptance  is  in  his  hand- 
writing. That  is  surely  sufficient  evidence  of  identity, 
especially  as  no  affidavit  is  produced  to  shew  that  he  is  not 
really  the  defendant  in  the  action.  The  case  of  WhUelocke 
V.  Musgrove  was  quite  different  in  its  circumstances.  There 
the  learned  Judge  at  the  trial  was  inclined  to  think,  that 
mere  evidence  of  the  handwriting  of  the  attesting  witness, 
and  that  he  had  gone  to  America,  was  not  sufficient  proof 
(a)  2  Stark.  239.  (&)  1  C.  &  M.  511. 
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of  the  signature  to  the  note,  whidi  was  that  of  a  marks-  Exeh.  tf  p/m«, 
man;  but  he  left  it  to  the  jury  to  determine  whether  they     .  ^      ^ 
were  satisfied  with  the  evidence,  and  they  found  a  verdict  Grbbk»hiblds 
for  the  defendant.    The  jury  were  the  proper  judges,  and    crawpo&d. 
they  thought  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient.    The  Court 
thought  their  verdict  ought  not  to  be  set  aside,  because 
they  could  not  see  that  they  had  come  to  a  wrong  conclu- 
sion; and  I  quite  agree  in  that  decision. 

Ald£Rson,  B. — I  think  there  was  abundant  evidence  of 
identity  in  this  case.  It  is  quit€  a  different  question  whe- 
ther, if  you  allow  the  handwriting  of  an  attesting  witness 
to  be  proof,  it  is  sufficient  to  shew  the  identity  of  the  at- 
testing witness,  and  it  is  thence  to  be  inferred  that  he  saw 
the  party  execute  the  instrument,  whether  by  name  or 
otherwise.  I  agree  that  in  such  case  there  should  be  some 
additional  evidence,  beyond  the  mere  identity  of  the  at- 
testing witness. 

Rule  refused  (a). 

(a)  See  Simpson  v.  Dismore,  ante,  47 ;  Jones  v.  Jones,  ante,  75. 


PisTOR  V.  Cater.  Jan.  17. 

L/OVENANT. — ^The  declaration  stated,  that  by  articles  By  agreement 
of  agreement,  dated  20th  October,  1824,  made  between  the  October,  1S24, 
plaintiff  of  the  first  part,  John  Evans  and  A.  J.  Mackenzie,  ]l^!^^^ 

ment  in  1S19, 
for  the  grant  of  a  lease  of  copyhold  premises  to  A.  B.  for  twenty-one  years,  from  the  25th  of 
March,  1820,  and  that  A.  B.  had  requested,  and  the  plaintiff  had  agreed,  that  the  defendant 
should  he  accepted  as  tenant,  and  a  lease  should  be  granted  to  him  instead  of  to  A.  B.,  on  the 
same  terms;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  desirous  to  let  the  premises  to  the  defendant  so  soon  as  a 
good  license  for  that  purpose  should  be  granted  to  him  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  but  not  before: 
the  plaintiff,  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements  thereinafler  contained  on  the  part 
•f  the  defendant,  covenanted  that  he  would,  ao  soon  as  a  good  license  for  that  purpose  should 
have  been  procured  by  him  from  the  lord,  at  the  defendant's  expense,  lease  the  premises  to  the 
defendant  for  all  the  residue  then  unexpired  of  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  of 
March,  1820,  &c :  and  the  defendant  thereby  coTensnted,  from  thenceforth  yearly  during  the  re- 
mainder to  come  of  the  said  term,  to  pay  the  pluntiff  the  rent,  and  also  that  he  would /roM  time  to 
f  lai#  during  the  term  to  be  granted  as  afireeeid,  keep  the  premises  in  repair,  ftc.  &e.  The  agreement 
contained  also  a  covenant  by  the  plaintiff  for  quiet  ei\joyment  during  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
on  payment  of  the  rent  and  performance  of  the  cofenants.  The  defendant  entered  upon  the 
premises,  and  occupied  them  until  the  expiration  of  twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  of  March, 
1820: — Held,  that  he  was  liable  on  the  covenant  for  repair,  although  no  lease  had  ever  been 
made  to  him  pursuant  to  the  agreement,  nor  any  license  obtained  from  the  lord  for  that  purpose. 
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Enk.  rf  Pleat,  the  then  cliarcliwardeiis  of  the  parish  of  St.  Maiy  Wal- 
^  ^"'  ^  thaxQstow^  and  James  Turner  and  James  Vickeiy,  the 
PisTOE  then  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish^  of  the  second 
CATsm.  part^  Elizabeth  Prioe^  widow  and  administratrix  of  William 
Price,  deceased^  of  the  third  part^  Charles  Bowland  and 
Janet  his  wife,  and  Mary  Madaurin^  (executors  of  Duncan 
Madauriuj  deceased),  of  the  fourth  part,  and  the  defend- 
ant of  the  fifth  part  (profert) ;  after  reciting  an  agreement, 
dated  29th  November,  1819,  wherebj  the  then  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  agreed 
to  make  and  execute  a  lease  to  the  said  William  Price  of 
the  hereditaments  therein  mentioned,  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  to  commence  fi*om  the  25th  of  March, 
1820,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  47/.  5^.,  and  reciting  that  the 
said  William  Price  afterwards  contracted  and  agreed  with 
the  said  Duncan  Madaurin  that  the  said  lease  should  be 
made  to  him  in  lieu  of  the  said  William  Price ;  that  the 
said  C.  Bowland  and  Janet  his  wife,  and  Mary  Maclaurin, 
had  applied  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  par- 
ties thereto,  and  requested  that  the  defendant  should  be 
accepted  tenant  of  the  samepremises,  and  that  a  lease  thereof 
should  be  granted  to  him  instead  of  the  lease  so  contracted 
to  be  granted  to  the  said  William  Price,  on  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  were  mentioned  and  contained  on  the  part  of 
the  said  WilliamPricein  the  said  first-mentioned  agreement; 
and  that  the  plaintiff,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  church* 
wardens  and  overseers,  had  agreed  to  accept  the  defendant 
as  tenant,  and  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  said  C, 
Bowland,  &c.;  and  that  the  hereditaments  in  the  said  arti- 
cles of  agreement  mentioned  were  of  copyhold  or  custom* 
ary  tenure,  and  held  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Waltham* 
stow,  Torrey,  and  High  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and 
no  license  had  then  been  granted  by  the  lord  of  the  said 
manor  to  the  plaintiff  to  demise  the  said  hereditaments  to 
the  defendant;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  willing  and  de* 
sirous  to  let  and  demise  the  hereditaments  in  the  said  ar* 
tides  of  agreement  mentioned  to  the  defendant,  his  execu- 
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toTB  and  administrators,  when  and  so  soon  as  a  good  and  Bxeh.  rf  pum, 
snfiQcient  license  for  that  purpose  should  be  granted  to 
him  by  the  lord  of  the  said  manor,  but  not  before :  he  the 
plaintiff,  in  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements 
therrinqfter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  his 
executors,  &c.,  did  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  cove* 
nant,  promise^  and  agree  with  the  defendant,  his  executors 
and  administrators,  in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say) ; 
that  he  the  plaintiff,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shonld  and  would, 
when  and  so  soon  as  a  good  and  sufficient  license  for  that 
purpose  should  have  been  procured  by  the  plaintiff,  his 
executors  or  administrators,  from  the  lord  of  the  manor 
aforesaid,  at  the  proper  costs  and  charges  of  the  defendant, 
his  executors,  be.,  demise  and  lease  all  that  piece  or  parcel 
of  land,  and  all  that  messuage  or  dwelling-house  and  pre- 
mises, in  the  said  articles  particularly  mentioned,  unto  the 
defendant,  his  executors,  &c.,  for  all  the  residue  and  re- 
mainder then  to  come  and  unexpired  of  the  term  of  twenty- 
one  years,  to  be  computed  IBrom  the  25th  of  March,  1820, 
at  and  nnder  the  yearly  rent  of  47 L  6s,,  by  two  equal  half- 
yearly  payments,  &c.  And  the  defendant,  for  the  consider- 
ations aforesaid,  did  thereby,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  execu- 
tors, and  assigns,  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  with  the 
plaintiff,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  the  defendant,  his 
executors,  be.,  shonld  and  would  from  thenceforth  yearly 
and  every  year  during  the  residue  and  remainder  then  to 
come  of  the  said  term,  wdl  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid 
to  the  plaintiff,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  rent  of  471. 5«., 
at  the  days  and  times  and  in  the  proportions  aforesaid. 
[Then  followed  covenants  by  the  defendant,  from  time  to 
time  during  the  term  thereby  agreed  to  be  granted,  to  pay  all 
taxes  charged  on  the  premises:  from  time  to  time  during  the 
term  to  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  to  repair  the  premises,  and 
to  paint  the  outside  once  in  each  three  years  during  the 
term;  and  a  covenant  by  the  plaintiff  for  quiet  enjoyment 
by  the  defendant  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  on 

VOL.  IX.  Y  M.  w. 
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Exek,  tf  Pleat,  payment  of  the  rent  and  performance  of  the  covenants.] 
'  And  lastljj  it  was  by  the  said  articles  agreed  and  declared 
PisTOE  i)y  and  between  the  said  parties  thereto^  that  such  lease, 
Catbii.  when  granted  in  pnrsnance  of  such  license  so  to  be  obtained 
as  aforesaid,  should  contain  covenants,  provisoes,  and 
agreements  similar  to  and  founded  upon  the  several  co- 
venants, provisoes,  and  agreements,  therein  contained,  and 
none  other.  The  declaration  then  averred,  that  after  the 
making  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement,  to  wit,  on  &c., 
the  defendant,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  articles, 
entered  into  and  upon  the  said  premises  mentioned  there- 
in, and  became  and  was  possessed  thereof,  and  conti- 
nued possessed  thereof,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
articles  of  agre^sient,  from  thence  until  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1841,  when  the  said  term  mentioned  in  the  said 
articles  of  agreement  expired  by  effluxion  of  time;  and  as- 
signed breaches  of  covenant  in  not  keeping  the  premises 
in  repair,  and  not  painting,  pursuant  to  the  agreement. 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  causes,  first,  that  the 
declaration  does  not  shew  that  the  premises  mentioned  in 
the  articles  of  agreement  declared  upon  were  at  any  time 
demised  and  leased  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  for 
the  term  of  years  mentioned  in  the  said  articles,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  plaintiff's  covenant  therein  contained;  and 
secondly,  that  it  appears  by  the  declaration,  that  the  pre- 
mises agreed  to  be  demised  to  the  defendant  were  copy- 
hold premises,  and  that,  in  order  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to 
demise  the  same,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  procure 
the  license  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  for  that  purpose,  but 
it  is  nowhere  alleged  or  shewn  in  the  declaration,  that  the 
plaintiff  did  ever  apply  for  or  obtain,  or  use  any  endeavour 
to  obtain  such  license  from  the  lord  of  the  said  manor,  or 
that  any  license  was  ever  granted  to  the  plaintiff  by  the 
lord  of  the  said  manor,  to  enable  him  to  demise  the  pre- 
mises to  the  defendant.    Joinder  in  demurrer. 

Fish,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  declaration  dis- 
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fdoBes  no  legal  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  to  re-  E*ch,  rf  PUa$, 


1842. 


pair  the  premises.  The  covenants  are  only  to  pay  rent, 
to  repair,  &c.,  during  the  term  thereby  agreed  to  be  pi«tor 
granted,  i.  e.,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  twenty-  Catbr. 
one  years  of  which  a  lease  is  thereafter  to  be  made  by 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant.  The  defendant's  liability, 
therefore,  did  not  attach  until  the  remainder  of  that  term 
had  been  granted  to  him  by  a  valid  lease.  The  articles 
of  agreement  themselves  did  not  and  could  not  constitute 
an  actual  demise,  it  being  necessary  first  to  obtain  a  li- 
cense from  the  lord.  The  parties  have  made  the  grant  of 
that  license  a  condition  precedent  to  the  granting  of  the 
term,  during  which  alone  the  defendant's  liability  under 
the  covenants  is  to  subsist.  [Lord  Alnnger^  C.  B. — The 
declaration  shews  that  the  defendant  has  in  fact  entered 
on  the  premises,  and  held  them  during  the  whole  remain- 
der of  the  twenty-one  years.  Suppose  he  had  been  turned 
out  by  the  lord,  and  had  sued  the  plaintiff  on  his  covenant 
for  quiet  enjoyment,  what  defence  would  he  have  had? 
The  defendant  has  had  the  whole  benefit  of  the  lease  with- 
out the  license,  and  yet,  at  the  end  of  the  twenty-one 
years,  says  he  is  not  liable  on  the  covenants.]  It  is  clear 
no  term  actually  vested  in  the  defendant :  but  the  cove* 
mmt  is  only  to  repair  during  the  term.  Until  a  license 
was  obtained,  and  a  valid  grant  of  the  term  made  to  him, 
he  was  not  bound  by  this  covenant.  It  would  be  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  he  should,  since  he  might  have 
been  turned  out  by  the  lord  the  day  after  he  had  put  the 
premises  into  complete  repair.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — 
On  the  other  hand,  he  might  be  content  to  rest  upon  the 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  without  the  license  being 
obtained.]  If  there  be  any  hardship  on  the  plaintiff,  he 
has  brought  it  upon  himself  by  not  procuring  the  license 
and  tendering  the  lease.  In  Doe  d.  Coore  v.  Clare  (a), 
it  was  held  that  an  instrument  on  an  agreement  stamp, 

(a)  2  T.  R.  739. 
Y  2 
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jBrrA.  (/  Pleas,  recitdng  that  A.,  in  case  he  should  be  entitled  to  certain 
copyhold  premises  on  B/s  death,  would  immediately  de- 
mise them  to  C,  and  declaring  that  he  did  thereby  agree 
to  demise  and  let  the  same,  with  a  subsequent  covenant 
to  procure  a  license  to  let  from  the  lord,  operated  only 
as  an  agreement  for  a  lease,  and  not  as  an  actual  demise. 
That  case  shews  that  the  license  of  the  lord  is  a  condition 
precedent  essential  to  a  valid  lease.  The  same  appears 
from  the  case  of  Doe  d.  Nwm  v.  Lufhn  (a).  If  the  license 
had  been  refused  by  the  lord,  the  defendant  could  not 
have  enforced  a  specific  performance  of  the  agreement; 
why  then  should  the  plaintiff  be  at  liberty  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it  in  the  absence  of  such  license,  and  of  the  lease 
to  be  founded  thereon? 

Cleasby,  contra,  was  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — It  is  clear  that  by  these  articles 
of  agreement,  the  parties  intended  to  covenant  with  each 
other,  independently  of  the  lease  to  be  afterwards  granted. 
If  this  had  been  an  ejectment  by  the  landlord,  after  six 
months'  notice  to  quit,  the  cases  cited  might  have  applied ; 
but  then  an  action  might  have  been  brought  by  the  de- 
fendant against  the  plaintiff,  on  his  covenant  for  quiet 
enjoyment,  for  turning  him  out  of  possession.  This  is  a 
contract  which  is  to  bind  both  parties  even  if  no  lease  be 
granted,  and  in  addition,  the  defendant  was  to  have  a 
lease,  if  the  license  should  be  obtained.  No  lease  having 
been  made,  but  the  defendant  having  occupied  for  the 
whole  of  the  term  agreed  upon,  and  having  had  the  full 
benefit  which  he  could  have  enjoyed  under  the  lease,  he 
cannot  now  say  that  the  covenants  are  not  binding,  be- 
cause the  lease  was  not  granted. 

Alderson,  B.,  and  Gurnet,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

(a)  4  East,  221. 


necessary. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat, 
1842. 

Stericker  and  Another  v.  Barker.  jan,  19. 

A.SSUMPSIT  by  indorsee  against  drawer  of  a  bill  of  ex-  in  an  acdon  by 
change.     The  declaration  alleged^  that  the  defendant^  on  against^thr 
the  5th  May,  1841,  made  his  bill  of  exchange  in  writing,  of  exchf^,*"'" 
and  directed  the  same  to  one  George  Baxter,  and  thereby  ^^^  omUsion  of 

a  promise  by 

required  the  said  George  Baxter  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  the  drawer  to 
defendant  1031.  78. 6rf.,  two  months  after  the  date  thereof,  me^re^'y  m"tJ!lJ 
which  period  had  elapsed  before  the  commencement  of  this  ®^^®™»  ^*>»ch 

*  *  ^  can  only  be 

suit ;  and  the  defendant  then  indorsed  the  said  bill  to  the  taken  adyan- 
plaintiffs ;  and  that  the  said  George  Baxter  did  not  pay  the  ciai  demnrrer. 
said  bill,  although  the  same  was  presented  to  him  on  the  the^^Ugadon' 
day  when  it  became  due,  whereof  the  defendant  then  had  ?*"*  prom"*  » 

* ,  m  such  case 

notice.  altogether  un- 

Plea,  that  the  defendant  had  not  notice  of  dishonour  of 
the  said  bill  of  exchange  on  the  day  when  the  same  became 
due,  modo  et  form&. 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  cause,  that  the  defend- 
ant was  not  entitled  to  notice  of  the  dishonour  of  the  bill 
on  the  day  when  it  became  due,  and  that  the  pretended 
traverse  in  the  plea  raised  an  issue  wholly  immaterial. 
Joinder  in  demurrer. 

The  points  marked  for  argument  by  the  defendant  were, 
that  the  declaration  was  insufficient;  first,  because  it  stated 
that  the  defendant  had  notice  on  the  day  of  the  dishonour 
of  the  bill;  secondly,  because  it  contained  no  averment  of 
any  promise  by  the  defendant. 

Ball  appeared  to  support  the  demurrer,  but  the  Court 
called  on 

Wordsworth,  contra. — ^The  plea  undoubtedly  cannot  be 
sustained.  But  the  declaration  is  bad  on  general  demur- 
rer, for  want  of  an  allegation  of  a  promise  to  pay.    That  is 
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Etch,  of  PUas,  a  defect  not  of  form  merely^  but  of  substance;  Henry  v* 
'  Bwrbidge  (a).  That  was  an  action  by  the  indorsee  against 
the  drawer  of  b  bill  of  exchange,  and  no  promise  to  pay 
was  alleged.  Tlrubil,  C.  J.j  says — '^  In  this  action,  which 
is  against  the  drawer,  the  bill  does  not  constitute  a  debt, 
but  raises  a  promise  by  implication  of  law,  to  pay  in  case 
of  the  acceptor  failing  to  do  so.  That  promise,  I  am  of 
apinion,  ought  to  be  alleged  in  the  declaration.''  The  cases 
of  Hayter  v.  Moat  (J),  and  Harding  v.  Hihel  (c),  are  autho- 
rities to  shew  that  a  promise  to  pay  is  necessary  in  an  in- 
debitatus count,  and  that  such  promise  is  matter  of  sub- 
stance, and  not  of  form  merely.  Where  the  action  is 
against  the  acceptor^  indeed,  no  promise  to  pay  need  be 
alleged,  because  his  liability  is  not  implied  and  conditional, 
like  that  of  the  drawer,  but  express  and  absolute  on  the 
face  of  the  contract.  Griffith  t.  Roxbrough  (d)  will  proba- 
bly be  cited  on  the  other  side.  There,  undoubtedly,  this 
Court  appeared  to  think  that  no  promise  to  pay  need 
now  be  alleged  in  a  count  on  a  bill  or  note,  and  held  that 
at  all  events  the  omission  of  it  could  only  be  taken  advan- 
tage of  on  special  demurrer :  but  the  cases  of  Hayter  v. 
Moat  and  Harding  v.  Hibel  were  not  referred  to. 

BaUf  in  reply. — The  objection  to  the  declaration  is,  at 
all  events,  matter  of  form  only,  and  not  of  substance. 
The  count  pursues  the  form  given  in  the  rule  of  Trin.  T., 
1  Will.  4.  The  promise  to  pay  is  not  now  traversable,  and 
therefore  none  need  be  alleged.  Besides,  this  is  an  action 
against  the  drawer  by  his  indorsee,  on  a  bill  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  drawer,  and  there  is  therefore  a  privity  of  con- 
tract between  the  parties. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — It  is  dear  that  the  defendant 

(o)  3  Bing.  N.  C.  501  j  4  Scott,  296.        (c)  4  Tyrw.  314. 
(*)  2  M.  &  W,  60.  (rf)  2  M.  &  W.  734. 
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6otdd  not  have  traversed  the  promise  to  pay^  and  therefore  Ejeeh.  tf  pum^ 
I  think  the  plaintiffs  were  not  bound  to  allege  it     If  that  ^^* 

view  of  the  case  had  been  presented  to  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  the  case  of  Henry  v.  Burbidffe,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  they  would  have  formed  a  different  conclusion. 
The  judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Alderson^  B. — It  is  sufScient  to  say,  as  I  said  in  the 
case  of  Griffith  v.  Roxbrough,  that  the  promise  to  pay,  in 
this  case,  not  being  traversable  by  the  defendant,  the  omis- 
sion of  it  is,  at  all  events,  mere  matter  of  form,  which  can- 
not be  taken  advantage  of  except  on  special  demurrer. 


GuBNST,  B.,  concurred. 


Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Vesst  v.  Mantell. 


Jan.  19. 

The  condition 
of  a  bond,  after 
redtingthatone 
A.  B.  had  filed 
a  bill  in  Chan- 


JJeBT  on  bond.    The  declaration  stated,  that  the  defend- 
ant, by  his  writing  obligatory,  bearing  date  the  2nd  Sep« 
tember,  1840,  acknowledged  himself  to  be  held  and  firmly 
bound  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  penal  sum  of  d£100,  subject  eery  against  se- 
to  a  condition  therein  contained,  whereby,  after  reciting  (namingthem) 
that  one  Mary  Ann  Torwood  had  exhibited  her  bill  of  com-  Jefendan^M 
plaint  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  against  Isabella  defendanu. 
Books,  Charles  Brutton  (and  several  other  parties  therein  now  defendant 
named),  and  the  now  defendant,  as  defendants;  the  con-  such  cottV^aa 
dition  of  the  said  writing  obligatory  was  declared  to  be  {11,*,^^^^*  ^ 
such,  that  if  the  now  defendant,  his  heirs,  &c.,  should  well  should  award  to 
and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  all  such  costs  as  the  said  fendanu:— 
Court  should  think  fit  to  award  to  all  the  said  defendants  ^J^'^iuctVoi^* 

this  condition 
was,  that  the  defendant  should  pay  the  costs  awarded  to  all  or  any  of  the  defendants  except 
himself. 
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Bxek,  afPieoi,  in  the  said  cause^  then  the  said  writing  obligatory  should 
'  be  Yoid^  &c.  Ayerment,  that  the  said  Coiirt  awarded  to 
the  said  Isabella  Rooks  and  Charles  Brutton,  the  defend- 
ants in  the  said  cause^  the  sum  of  45/.  18«.  11^.^  for  their 
costs^  &c.  Breach,  non-payment  of  that  sum  by  the  de- 
fendant. 

General  demnrrer,  and  joinder. — The  ground  of  demurrer 
stated  in  the  margin  was,  that  by  the  condition  the  pay- 
ment was  to  be  of  costs  awarded  by  the  Court  to  ali  the 
defendants  in  the  said  suit  ]  whereas  the  dedaration  shewed 
an  award  of  costs  to  some  of  the  defendants  only,  and  not 
to  all. 

Erie,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  declaration  does 
not  shew  any  breach  of  the  condition  of  this  bond.  The 
condition  was,  that  the  defendant  should  be  liable  to  pay- 
ment of  the  costs  only  in  case  of  their  being  awarded  to 
all  the  defendants.  He  has  not  made  himself  responsible 
for  costs  which  may  become  payable  to  a  single  defendant. 
In  Kipling  v.  Turner  (a),  where  the  condition  of  the  bond, 
after  reciting  that  three  parties  had  filed  their  bill  in  equity 
against  two  defendants  (naming  them),  was,  that  the 
obligor  should  pay  such  costs  as  the  Court  of  Chancery 
should  award  to  the  defendants,  the  majority  of  the  Court 
were  certainly  of  opinion  that  the  death  of  one  defendant, 
before  any  award  of  costs,  could  not  be  pleaded  in  discharge 
of  the  bond ;  but  Abbott,  C.  J.,  dissented,  and  said, — "  I 
doubt  whether  we  can  properly  introduce  the  words  '  or 
either  of  them'  into  the  condition  of  this  bond,  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  intention  of  the  parties.^'  A  long  series  of 
cases,  from  that  of  Lord  Arlington  v.  Merricke  (i),  down 
to  that  of  The  University  of  Cambridge  v.  Baldwin  (c),  has 
fully  established  the  principle,  that  the  strictest  con- 
struction is  to  be  applied  to  the  obligation  of  sureties.    In 

(a)  5  B.  &  Aid.  261.  the  cases  collected  in  the  notes. 

(6)  2  Saund.  403 ;  and  see  (c)  5  M.  &  W.  580. 
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suits  in  equityj  a  plaintiff  is  sometimes  directed  to  pay  &«».  ^  Pkn, 
costs  to  one  defendant^  and  to  receive  them  from  anotlier;     ^ 
and  it  is  not  at  all  necessarily  implied  in  this  condition^        Vbsbt 
that  the  defendant  should  pay  the  costs  which  may  be      iiamtelu 
swarded  to  one  defendant  only. 

Monioffue  Smith,  contra. — ^The  word  "  all  *'  must^  in  order 
to  effectuate  the  plain  intention  of  the  parties,  be  construed 
diBtributiTely,  as  in  Kipling  v.  Turner.  [Alderson,  B. — 
The  construction  £Dr  which  Mr.  Erie  contends  would  lead 
to  this  absurdity,  that  the  defendant  is  to  pay  the  costs  that 
may  be  awarded  to  himself.] — He  was  then  stopped  by  the 
Court. 

£rfe  was  heard  in  reply. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — It  is  clear  that  the  word  "all'' 
cannot  mean  that  the  defendant  is  to  pay  the  costs  that 
may  be  awarded  to  all  the  defendants  Jointly,  for  then  the 
absurdity  would  follow,  to  which  my  brother  Alderson  has 
referred,  that  he  would  have  to  pay  them  to  himself.  The 
construction  of  the  condition  must  therefore  be,  that  the 
defendant  shall  pay  the  costs  that  may  be  awarded  to  all  or 
any  of  the  defendants  in  the  suit  except  himself.  The  judg- 
ment must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  am  clearly  of  the  same  opinion.  The 
word  "all''  must  be  taken  distributively;  it  cannot  have 
been  meant  to  be  used  in  the  joint  sense,  otherwise  it  would 
import  that  the  defendant  was  bound  to  pay  such  costs  as 
should  be  awarded  to  himself  and  others. 

OuRNEY,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
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Etch,  of  Pleat, 
1842. 

Jan.  19.  Spaeth  v.  HabEj  Knt.^  and  Others. 

DecUration  in  ASSUMPSIT. — ^The  declaration  stated,  that  whereas  the 
statedrtiiat  the  defendants,  on  &c.,  bought  of  the  plaintiff  a  certain  quantity 
bou  "ift'of'the  ^^  linseed,  on  board  a  certain  ship,  to  be  worked  by  the 
plaintiff  a         buvers  in  fourteen  days  from  the  ship's  arrival  at  the  river 

quantity  of  lin- 

•eed,  to  be  Thames,  and  the  seed  being  ready  for  delivery,  and  the 

buyer/in^?*  amouut  to  be  paid  either  in  ready  money,  less  2^  per  cent, 

dayi  from  the  (Jigcouut,  Or  by  the  defendants'  acceptance  at  two  months, 

the  river,  the  Averments,  that  the  linseed  arrived  in  the  river  Thames, 

fnready  money,  &nd  was  ready  for  delivery,  and  that  fourteen  days  from 

cent.^disoount  ^^  being  80  ready  had  elapsed;  and  although  the  plaintiff 

or  by  the  de-  would  havc  delivered  the  said  linseed,  and  then  tendered 

fendants  ac- 
ceptance at  two  and  offered  the  same  to  the  defendants  for  their  acceptance, 

ment,  that  tiTe '  ^^^  would  also  havc  drawu  upon  the  defendants,  and  have 

anrwls^read  *  received  their  acceptance  at  two  months,  for  the  price  of 

for  delivery ;  the  samc,  of  which  the  defendants  had  notice,  and  were 

had  elapsed ;  then  requested  to  pay  for  the  said  linseed  in  ready  money, 

th^piaintifften-  ^^  ^^  P^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  acceptance ;  and  although  thedefend-i 

dered  it  to  the  ^^^s  then  wholly  neglected  and  refused  so  to  give  such  ac- 

their  accept-  ccptaucc  as  aforcsaid,  and  then  discharged  and  exonerated 

w'o^uid'have  re-  the  plaintiff  from  drawing  upon  them,  or  tendering  for  their 

accVplancTat  acceptance  any  bill  of  exchange,  yet  that  the  defendants 

two  months  for  jj^  ^q^  nor  would  accept  the  said  linseed,  nor  work  the 

the  price,  and  i  .         r  i.  •  i  i 

although  the      same,  uor  pay  the  price  thereof  m  ready  money  to  the 

defendants  .    .    ../« 

were  requested    plamtltt. 

to  pay  in  ready      rjn^jj,^  pj^^   ^.j^^^  ^.j^g  defendants  wcrc  not  requested  by 

money,  or  to  r       f  ^       ^  ^  ^ 

give  their  ac-     the  plaintiff  to  pay  for  the  said  linseed  in  ready  money,  or 

ceptance,  and  .  ,     .  . ,  ^  ,         .     i.         a        ^  , 

refused  to  do  to  givc  their  said  acceptance,  modo  et  forma.  Fourth 
diwh'arged*"     plca>  that  the  defendants  did  not  refuse  to  give  such  ac- 

the  plaintiff 

from  tendering 

a  bill  for  their  acceptance,  yet  they  did  not  accept  or  work  the  linseed,  or  pay  for  it  in  ready 

money. — Pleas,  first,  that  the  defendants  were  not  requested  to  pay  for  the  linseed  in  ready 

money,  or  to  give  their  acceptance :   2nd,  that  they  did  not  refuse  to  give  their  acceptance,  or 

discharge  the  plaintiff  from  tendering  a  bill  for  their  acceptance: — Heldf  that  both  pleas  were 

bad,  as  traversing  averments  which  were  immaterial  to  the  maintenance  of  the  action. 
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reptance,  or  discharge  or  exonerate  the  plaintiff  firom  Exck.  ^  PUat, 
drawing  upon  themj  or  tendering  to  them  for  their  accept- 
ance any  bill  of  exchange^  modo  et  form&. 

Special  demurrer  to  the  third  plea,  assigning  for  causes, 
that  the  defendants  have  therein  attempted  to  take  issue 
on  an  averment  in  the  declaration,  not  material  to  the 
plaintiff's  claim  to  damages,  and  not  constituting  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  plaintiff's  right  to  sue :  and  that  the 
plea  furnishes  no  answer  to  the  plaintiff's  claim  to  damages 
in  respect  of  the  defendants  not  having  accepted  the  said 
goods,  and  not  having  worked  them.  There  was  also  a 
demurrer  to  the  fourth  plea,  assigning  in  substance  the 
same  causes.    Joinders  in  demurrer. 

Betrstow,  in  support  of  the  demurrers. — ^These  pleas  pro- 
fess to  answer  the  whole  count,  but  they  give  no  answer 
whatever  to  that  part  of  the  breach  which  complains  of  the 
non-acceptance  of  the  linseed,  and  the  not  working  it  out 
of  the  ship  within  the  fourteen  days.  All  that  the  third 
plea  says  is,  that  the  defendants  were  not  requested  to  pay 
in  ready  money  or  to  give  their  acceptance.  That  is  quite 
immaterial  to  the  maintenance  of  this  action.  The  same 
objection  applies  to  the  fourth  plea.  A  clear  cause  of  ac- 
tion, therefore,  remains  upon  the  declaration  unanswered. 

ihoannf  contra. — ^The  pleas  are  good,  for  they  traverse  a 
material  averment,  which  was  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  action.  Upon  the  true  construction  of  this  contract, 
the  tender  of  the  bill  by  the  plaintiff  for  acceptance,  and 
the  acceptance  of  the  goods  by  the  defendants,  were  mutual 
conditions :  and  the  defendants  were  not  bound  to  accept 
the  goods  until  the  plaintiff  tendered  them  a  bill  for  accept- 
ance, that  being  the  special  mode  of  payment  agreed  upon. 
The  plaintiff  was  to  do  the  first  act,  namely,  to  draw  the  bill. 
If  this  averment  had  not  been  introduced  into  the  declara- 
tion, it  would  be  consistent  with  it  that  the  defendants 
refused  to  receive  the  goods,  because  the  plaintiff  would 
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EmH.  rf  PUoM,  not  draw  the  bill.  The  defendants  had  the  option  of  paying 
J842. 


by  bill  at  two  months  if  they  thought  fit,  and  their  con- 
SriBTK  tract  was  to  accept  the  goods  only  provided  the  plaintiff 
Hare.  wonld  receive  payment  in  that  mode.  The  law  on  this 
subject  is  thus  stated  in  the  note  to  Peeters  v.  Opie{a):-^ 
"  Where  two  concurrent  acts  are  to  be  done,  the  party  who 
sues  the  other  for  non-performance  must  aver  that  he  has 
performed,  or  was  ready  to  perform,  his  part  of  the  con- 
tract/' The  averments  traversed  by  the  pleas  were  there- 
fore material  and  traversable,  and  the  issues  are  well 
taken  upon  them. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — ^The  plaintiff  has  averred  in  his 
declaration  all  that  he  was  bound  to  do  in  order  to  maintain 
the  action.  The  contract  was,  that  the  defendants  should 
buy  of  the  plaintiff  a  quantity  of  linseed,  to  be  worked  by 
them  within  fourteen  days  after  it  arrived  in  the  river  and 
was  ready  for  delivery,  and  to  be  paid  for  in  ready  money, 
minus  a  certain  discount,  or  by  their  acceptance  at  two 
months.  The  declaration  states  the  arrival  of  the  linseed, 
and  that  it  was  ready  for  delivery,  and  avers  that  it  was 
duly  tendered  to  the  defendants  for  their  acceptance,  and 
that  they  were  requested  to  pay  for  it  in  ready  money,  or 
to  give  their  acceptance,  which  they  refused  to  give,  and 
discharged  the  plaintiff  from  drawing  upon  them :  and  it 
is  then  averred  as  a  breach,  that  the  defendants  did  not 
accept  or  work  the  linseed,  or  pay  for  it  in  ready  money. 
To  this  the  defendants  plead,  that  they  were  not  requested 
to  pay  in  ready  money,  or  to  give  their  acceptance,  and  in 
another  plea,  that  they  did  not  refuse  to  give  their  accept- 
ance, or  discharge  the  plaintiff  from  drawing  upon  them  or 
tendering  a  bill  for  their  acceptance.  That  is  no  answer  to 
the  breach  of  contract  alleged  in  the  declaration ;  it  leaves 
it  in  doubt  whether  they  had  or  had  not  refused  to  accept 
the  goods.    Why  should  the  plaintiff  request  them  to  pay 

(a)  2  Saund.  352,  b. 
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either  in  bills  or  cash,  nntil  thej  had  accepted  the  goods?  Bxdu  of  pitai. 


1842. 


They  might  hare  said  that  they  were  willing  to  pay  by  a 
bill,  bnt  that  the  plaintiff  required  cash,  and  that  wonld       Spabth 
have  been  a  good  defence;  bnt  the  issnes  raised  by  these        Haeb. 
pleas  are  altogether  immaterial.     Our  judgment  must 
therefore  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Albbrson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  facts 
stated  in  these  pleas  are  wholly  immaterial  to  the  mainte-^ 
nance  of  the  action,  on  the  state  of  facts  set  forth  in  the 
declaration.  The  agreement  of  the  defendants  is,  that  they 
will  accept  the  goods,  and  pay  for  them  in  one  of  two 
modes.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  plaintiff  tendered  the 
goods,  and  the  defendants  refused  to  receive  them,  the  con- 
tract was  broken,  and  the  right  of  action  accrued. 


GoRNEY,  B.,  concurred. 


Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


HORNE  V.  BaMSDALE.  •^«»-  1^« 

Assumpsit.    The  declaration  stated,  that  by  a  certain  Toadeciaradon 
agreement  made  between  the  plaintiff,  as  cleric  to  the  com-  wu  ^he\euee 
missioners  for  building  a  certain  bridge,  to  wit,  at  Staines,  ^n "th"tV.*«nd 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  of  the  first  part,  one  W.  Tay-  the  defendanu 

^       '  ''      agreed  to  join 

lor  of  the  second  part,  and  G.  Simpson  and  the  defendant  with  t.  in  a 
ef  the  third  part,  it  was  agreed,  that  whereas  the  commis-  ^oned^or  pay- 
sioners  were  empowered  to  erect  a  certain  toll-gate,  and  ^j?^*,®fu '^f '^*"* 
the  said  W.  Taylor  had  been  and  was  declared  the  renter  and  alleging  as 
of  the  tolls  to  be  received  at  the  said  gate,  and  had  pro-  the  defendant 
posed  the  said  G.  Simpson  and  the  defendant  as  his  sure-  T.^^thiVo^^nd : 

the  defendant 
pleaded,  firtti  that  at  the  time  of  tendering  the  bond  to  him,  S.  had  not  executed  the  lame,  nor 
wai  he  present  ready  to  execute  it  jointly  with  the  defendant:  2nd,  that  S.  died  before  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  suit,  and  that  before  his  death  the  bond  was  not  tendered  to  the  defendant 
for  execution,  nor  was  he  requested  to  execute  Xu-^Htldy  that  the  pleas  were  bad. 
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Etek.  0/  Pinu,  ties ;  and  whereas  the  said  W.  Taylor  had  agreed  to  exe- 
'  ^  cute  a  counterpart  of  the  lease  which  the  commissioners 
HoRMB  should  execute  to  him  of  the  said  tolls;  and  the  said  Q. 
Ramidalb.  Simpson  and  the  defendant  undertook,  on  their  parts,  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  rent  according  to  the  terms 
of  that  agreement,  and  to  join  with  the  said  W.  Taylor  in 
a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  1000/.,  for  the  due  performance 
of  the  covenants  and  payment  of  the  rent  in  the  said  lease 
contained  and  reserved,  &c.  The  declaration  then  averred, 
that  the  commissioners  did  execute  a  lease  to  Taylor,  pur- 
suant to  the  agreement ;  and  that  although  Taylor  and 
Simpson  did  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  execute  a  certain 
bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  1000/.,  for  the  due  payment  of 
the  rent  reserved  by  the  said  lease;  and  although  the  de- 
fendant was  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  requested  by  the 
commissioners  to  join  in  the  said  bond,  and  to  execute  the 
same,  and  although  the  said  bond,  after  the  same  was  exe- 
cuted by  the  said  W.  Taylor,  was  tendered  to  the  defend- 
ant to  be  executed  by  him ;  yet  the  defendant  did  not  nor 
would  join  with  the  said  W.  Taylor  in  the  said  bond, 
whereby  the  commissioners  were  unable  to  recover  from 
the  defendant  the  sum  of  800/.  then  due  from  the  said  W, 
Taylor  to  the  said  commissioners  for  the  rent  of  the  said 
tolls,  &c. 

Pleas : — ^First,  that  at  the  time  of  tendering  and  offering 
the  said  bond  to  the  defendant  to  be  executed  by  him,  as 
in  the  declaration  mentioned,  the  said  O.  Simpson  had  not 
executed  the  same,  nor  was  he  present  on  that  occasion, 
ready  to  execute  the  same  jointly  with  the  defendant;  se- 
condly, that  the  said  Or.  Simpson  departed  this  life  before 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  and  that  before  the  decease 
of  the  said  Q.  Simpson,  the  said  bond  was  not  tendered  or 
offered  to  the  defendant  for  his  execution,  nor  was  he,  be- 
fore the  decease  of  the  said  G*.  Simpson,  requested  to  exe- 
cute the  same. 
To  these  pleas  the  plaintiff  demurred  specially;  assign- 
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ing  for  causes  of  demurrer,  that  the  facts  of  Simpson's  not  E*ch.  of  Pieoi, 
having  executed  the  bond  before  it  was  tendered  to  the  de-  ^ 

fendant  for  his  execution,  and  of  his  having  died  before  it       Hormk 
was  so  tendered,  were  no  answer  to  the  action.    Joinder     Ramsdalb. 
in  demurrer. 

Cleasby^  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — These  pleas  fur- 
nish no  answer  to  the  action.  The  first  appears  to  suppose 
it  to  have  been  material  that  the  sureties  should  both  exe- 
cute the  bond  at  the  same  time  and  place.  But  there  is 
no  agreement  on  the  part  of  one  surety,  that  the  other 
shall  also  execute ;  otherwise  it  would  only  be  for  two  of 
the  obligors  to  refuse  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
it,  and  the  lessor  would  be  left  without  any  mode  of  ob- 
taining security.  The  second  plea  merely  amoimts  to  this, 
that  Simpson  had  not  executed  the  bond  when  it  was  ten- 
dered to  the  defendant  for  execution.  If  that  be  a  defence, 
each  surety  has  but  to  refuse  to  execute,  and  the  plaintiff 
is  without  remedy.  There  is  no  condition  that  either  of 
them  shall  not  join  the  principal  in  the  bond,  unless  the 
other  has  first  executed,  or  is  ready  to  join  in  the  execu- 
tion. They  cannot  be  compelled  to  meet  for  the  purpose. 
— ^The  Court  then  called  upon 

Erie,  contr&. — ^It  is  part  of  the  stipulation  between  the 
parties  that  there  shall  be  two  sureties :  but  the  commis- 
sioners have  executed  the  lease  with  one  surety  only,  and, 
having  lain  by  until  the  other  is  dead,  and  the  principal 
has  become  insolvent,  now  call  upon  the  former  for  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  sum  due.  This  amounts  to  such  laches 
on  their  part  as  discharges  the  defendant  from  his  obliga- 
tion; since  he  may  reasonably  allege,  that  one  motive  for 
his  becoming  a  surety  was  that  his  co-surety  would  exer- 
cise some  control  over  the  principal:  his  situation  has 
therefore  been  altered  to  his  prejudice,  by  the  neglect  of 
the  commissioners  to  obtain  the  signature  of  both  sureties 
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Ardk.  0/  Pi€4i9,  pursuant  to  the  agreement.  In  BeUairs  t.  EbttDorih{a),  the 
^^^*  defendant  gave  a  bond  to  the  plaintiffs  for  the  due  account- 
ing of  the  principal^  who  afterwards,  with  the  plaintiffs' 
knowledge,  took  a  partner :  it  was  held  that  the  defendant 
was  thereby  discharged  from  liability.  InDancev.  Girdler{b), 
where  the  defendant  gave  a  bond  to  the  plaintiffs,  payable  to 
them  and  their  successors,  as  governors  of  a  society,  condi- 
tioned for  the  faithful  accounting  with  them  and  the  suc- 
cessors, goyemors,  &c.,  of  a  collector ;  and  the  society  was 
afterwards  incorporated  by  letters  patent ;  it  was  held,  that 
the  defendant  was  not  liable  for  the  default  of  the  collector 
subsequently  to  such  incorporation.  [Alderstm,  B. — Here 
the  parties  agree  to  join  with  Taylor  in  the  bond ;  the  only 
material  thing,  therefore,  was  that  Taylor  should  execute 
it.]  Suppose,  when  the  parties  met,  one  refused  to  exe- 
cute ;  might  not  the  other  take  advantage  of  his  refusal? 
If,  before  the  bond  was  tendered  to  the  defendant  for  exe- 
cution, Simpson  had  been  released,  the  defendant  would 
surely  have  been  discharged.  But  further,  the  declai*ation 
is  defective :  the  agreement  ought  to  have  been  made  with 
the  commissioners;  and  unless  it  were  so  made,  there  was 
no  consideration  for  the  defendant's  promise,  inasmuch  as 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  had  any  authority  to 
make  the  agreement  on  their  behalf.  The  whole  of  the 
consideration  is  the  lease  of  the  tolls  to  Taylor  by  the  com- 
missioners. 

Lord  Abingbb,  C.  B. — ^I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court.  The 
agreement  must  receive  the  same  interpretation  as  it  would 
have  borne  at  the  time  when  it  was  signed.  It  is  a  con- 
tract by  each  of  the  intended  sureties  to  join  in  the  bond 
with  Taylor,  the  principal ;  i.  e.  to  execute  the  bond  in  the 
character  of  surety.    It  is  not  a  contract  that  they  shall 

(a)  3  Campb.  53.  (6)  1  N.  R.  34. 
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execute  it  in  the  presence  of  each  other^  or  that  if  one  die,  Exeh.  of  puas, 
the  other  shall  be  at  liberty  to  refiise  to  execute  it.    As  to 
the  other  point,  I  think  the  declaration  is  quite  sufficient. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  What  the 
defendant  undertook  was,  to  join  with  Taylor  in  the  bond. 
The  only  condition  precedent  was  the  execution  of  the 
bond  by  Taylor.  He  has  executed  it,  but  the  defendant 
refuses  to  do  so.  I  think  he  has  no  right  so  to  refuse;  it 
is  no  part  of  .the  agreement  that  he  shall  join  with  the 
other  surety  in  the  execution. 

OuBNBT,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


England  and  Another,  Executors,  v.  Watson,  Executor.       Jan.  19. 

JJeBT  on  bond  by  the  plaintiffs,  as  executors  of  the  sur-  Payment  of 
▼iraig  executor  of  the  will  of  W.  Pinning,  the  survivor  of  "our^  under 
Samuel  Bean,  against  the  defendant  as  executor  of  John  ^^\^  *  ^3^  j^* 
Watson.    The  declaration  stated,  that  John  Watson  in  discbarge  of 

principal  and 

his  lifetime,  by  his  writing  obligatory  &c.,  acknowledged  interest  on  a 
himself  to  be  held  and  firmly  bound  to  the  said  W.  Pin^  c^n;t'bf '^'*'' 
ning  and  S.  Bean  in  the  sum  of  £3000 :  and  averred  as  a  ''''f^*^  *®  *"* 

^  '  action  on  the 

breach  the  non-payment  thereof  by  John  Watson  in  his  bond. 
lifetime,  or  by  the  defendant  as  executor  since  his  decease. 

The  plea  set  out  the  bond  and  condition  on  oyer.  The 
condition,  after  reciting,  that  by  a  marriage  intended  to  be 
solemnized  between  the  said  John  Watson  and  Elizabeth 
B4>binson,  he  the  said  John  Watson  would  receive  with 
his  said  intended  wife  the  sum  of  £2000  and  upwards, 
stated,  that  the  bond  was  to  be  void,  if,  after  the  marriage, 
the  said  John  Watson  should  die  in  the  lifetime  of  his  said 
intended  wife,  and  his  heirs,  executors,  &c.,  should,  within 
six  months  after  his  decease,  pay  to  the  said  W.  Pinning 

VOL.  IX.  z  M.  w. 
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Bgek.^PUn,  and  S.  Bean  the  sum  of  JE1500,  in  trost  for  his  said  in<- 
^  *°^^'  ^  tended  wife :  but  if  she  should  die  in  his  lifetime,  the  bond 
Enoland  was  to  be  void  in  case  he  should  make  payment  to  the 
Watson,  person  or  persons  to  whom  she  should,  by  any  will  or 
other  testamentary  writing,  give  or  bequeath  all  or  any 
part  of  the  said  sum  of  dS1500.  The  plea  then  alleged 
payment  into  Court  of  the  sum  of  £315,  principal  money 
and  interest  due  upon  the  bond,  together  with  the  fiuther 
sum  (^d£ll  for  costs;  and  averred  that  those  sums  were 
the  full  amount  due  for  principal,  interest,  and  costs.  Ve- 
rification. 

(General  demurrer  and  joinder. 

The  points  marked  for  argument  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiffs  were :— 1st,  that  payment  of  money  into  Court, 
under  the  stat.  4  &  5  Anne,  c.  16,  in  discharge  of  all  prin- 
cipal and  interest  due  upon  a  bond,  and  of  costs  incurred 
in  any  suit  at  law  or  in  equity,  could  not  be  pleaded :  2ndly, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  4  &  5  Anne,  c.  16,  s.  3,  did  not 
apply  to  the  case  of  a  bond  conditioned,  like  the  present, 
for  the  payment  of  uncertain  amounts,  contingent  on  un* 
certain  events :  Srdly,  that  under  the  stat.  8  &  9  Will.  8, 
c.  11,  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  have  judgment  for  the 
whole  penalty  on  the  bond,  to  stand  as  a  security  for  fu- 
ture breaches. 

The  defendant's  points  were: — 1st,  that  the  bond  in 
question  was  a  bond  with  a  condition  of  defeasance,  to  make 
void  the  same  upon  payment  of  a  less  sum  at  a  day  cer- 
tain, within  the  4  Anne,  c.  16,  ss.  12  &  13 :  2ndly,  that  by 
that  statute,  payment  into  Court  of  the  sum  actually  due 
upon  such  a  bond  at  any  time,  with  costs,  mi^t  be  pleaded, 
and,  if  no  more  were  actually  due,  was  a  con^vlete  answer 
to  the  action  upon  it :  8rdly,  that  the  plea  stated  a  travers- 
able fact,  viz.  that  no  more  than  JE815  was  due  upon  the 
bond,  and  that  a  good  issue  might  be  taken  thereon. 

Crompton,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^This  plea  is 
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altogether  unwarraxited  hj  precedeut.    It  is  an  attempt  to  &wa«  rf'  puat. 


1842. 


extend  the  promions  of  the  stat.  4  &  6  Anne^  c.  16j  ss.  12 

&  13^  to  the  caae  of  a  bond  debt  payable  on  a  oontingenej.      England 


«. 


Snch  a  conatraction  is  altogether  opposed  to  the  established  Watson. 
sense  of  the  statute.  The  12th  section  enacts,  that  where 
an  action  of  debt  is  brought  '^  upon  anj  bond  whieh  hath 
a  condition  of  defeasance  to  make  void  the  same  upon 
payment  of  a  lesser  sum  at  a  day  or  plaee  certain/'  if  the 
obligor  has,  before  action  brought,  paid  the  principal  and 
interest  due  by  the  defeasance,  although  not  atrictly  ac- 
cording to  the  condition,  such  payment  may  be  pleaded  to 
the  action,  and  shall  be  an  effectual  bar.  The  18th  section 
enacts,  ''that  if  at  any  time,  pending  an  action  upon  any 
such  bond  with  a  penalty,  the  defendant  shall  bring  into 
the  Court  where  the  action  shall  be  depending,  all  the 
principal  money  and  interest  due  on  such  bond;  and  also 
all  such  costs  as  have  been  expended  in  any  suit  or  suits 
at  law  or  m  equity  upon  such  bond,  the  said  money  so 
brought  in  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  in  full  satis- 
faction and  discharge  of  the  said  bond;  and  the  Court 
shall  and  may  give  judgment  to  discharge  every  such  de- 
fendant of  and  from  the  same  accordingly .''  The  clear 
meaning  of  that  section  is,  not  that  the  amount  of  the  debt 
is  to  be  found  and  settied  by  a  jury,  but  that  it  is  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  officer  of  the  Court. — He  was  then 
stopped  by  the  Court,  who  called  on 

W.  H.  WiaUon,  contra. — The  defendant  is  entitled  to 
plead  the  payment  into  Court  in  this  case.  Before  the 
Stat.  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  21,  and  the  rules  of  Court 
founded  thereon,  of  Hilary  Term,  4  WilL  4,  and  Trinity 
Term,  1  Vict.,  the  general  rule  was,  that  money  could  be 
paid  into  Court  only  in  actions  of  debt  or  assumpsit,  where 
the  plaintiff  demanded  a  sum  certain,  or  one  capable  of 
being  ascertained  by  mere  computation.  There  were  also 
several  particular  statutes,  under  which  it  would  be  paid 

z2 
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Bxeh.  of  puaa,  in,  €.  ff.,  the  Carriers'  Act^  1  Will.  4,  c.  68.  Batj  until  tlie 
recent  statute  and  the  new  rules,  it  could  in  no  case  be 
pleaded.  Now  the  rule  of  Trinity  Term,  1  Vict.,  is  in  the 
most  general  terms :  it  directs,  that  when  money  is  paid 
into  Court,  it  shall  be  pleaded  in  all  cases.  Secondly,  this 
bond  is  within  the  4  &  5  Anne,  c.  16,  s.  12 ;  for,  being 
payable  six  months  after  Watson's  decease,  it  is  a  bond 
payable  "  at  a  day  certain.''  A  bond  payable  on  a  contin- 
gency, when  the  contingency  has  happened,  is  within  the 
statute.  In  Murray  v.  Earl  of  Stair  (a),  which  was  the 
case  of  a  post  obit  bond,  payable  six  months  after  the  de- 
cease of  the  then  Earl  of  Stair,  Abbott,  C.  J.,  thought  it 
was  within  the  statute.  In  Ex  parte  Windiester  (A), 
Lord  Hardwicke  thought  it  was  not  a  case  falling  within 
the  statute;  but  there  the  contingency  had  not  happened, 
because  the  principal  money  had  not  become  due.  [AU 
derson,  B. — This  is  not  like  the  case  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
which  shews  on  the  face  of  it  how  much  is  due ;  it  is  the 
case  of  money  payable  at  a  certain  time  after  a  man's 
death :  is  the  Master  to  determine  the  fact  or  the  time  of 
the  death?  There  may  in  such  a  case  be  matters  in  con- 
troversy, which  the  party  has  a  right  to  have  brought  be- 
fore a  jury.  The  case  is  different  where  the  contingency 
has  already  happened,  and  nothing  more  is  required  than 
mere  computation ;  here  it  has  to  be  ascertained  whether 
the  contingency  has  in  fact  happened  or  not.]  The  test 
is,  whether  it  is  a  case  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  assign 
breaches  under  the  stat.  8  &  9  Will.  8,  c.  11,  s.  8 ;  if  it  be  not, 
the  case  is  governed  by  the  statute  of  Anne.  In  Cardozo 
V.  Hardy  {c),  where  the  bond  was  payable  at  a  day  named, 
or  within  a  month  after  the  death  of  the  obligee,  which 
should  first  happen,  it  was  held  to  be  a  case  in  which  it 
was  not  necessary  to  assign  breaches. — He  cited  also  Smith 
V.  Bond  (d).     [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — Should  not  the  plea 

(a)  2  B.  &  Cr.  82.  (c)  2  Moore,  220. 

(6)  1  Atk.  118.  (<0  10  fiing.  125  ;  3  M.  &  Scott,  52S. 
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have  stated  the  time  when  the  money  became  due?]    That  BxOu  of  PUat^ 


would  be  a  question  to  be  detelinined  by  the  jury. 

Crompton,  in  reply. — ^The  new  rules  have  no  application 
whatever  to  this  case.  They  are  applicable  to  those  cases 
in  which,  previously,  money  could  have  been  paid  into 
Court :  but  the  Court  did  not,  under  the  former  practice, 
allow  money  to  be  paid  into  Court  in  an  action  of  debt  on 
bond.  The  rule  is  correctly  stated  in  Selwyn's  Nisi  Prius, 
tit.  Debt,  Vol.  1,  p.  542,  (8th  edit.) :— "  In  debt  upon 
bond,  the  Court  will  not  permit  money  to  be  paid  into 
Court,  but  will  refer  it  to  the  Master  to  compute  what  is 
due  for  principal  and  interest.^'  Under  the  stat.  4  &  5 
Anne,  c.  16,  the  application  is  made  to  the  equitable  juris- 
diction of  the  Court,  and  the  Court  exercises  a  discretion 
upon  it;  it  is  in  no  respect  the  province  of  the  jury,  nor 
can  money  be  paid  into  Court  in  such  a  case,  so  as  to  affect 
the  pleadings. 

Lord  Abinobr,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plain- 
tiffs  are  entitled  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court.  Under 
the  statute  of  Anne,  a  defendant,  in  certain  cases  of  debt 
upon  bond,  may  pay  into  Court  the  principal  money  and 
interest,  with  costs  of  suit,  the  whole  to  be  computed  by 
the  Master,  and  the  Court  may  thereupon  stay  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  action.  But  it  does  not  at  all  follow  that 
the  defendant  can  plead  such  payment;  indeed,  it  must 
often  happen  that  the  proceedings  will  be  stayed  before  he 
will  be  required  to  plead.  The  new  rules  have  no  applica- 
tion to  such  a  case  as  this;  all  that  they  do  is  to  direct 
that  payment  of  money  into  Court  must  be  pleaded,  which 
applies  to  those  cases  where  the  payment  is  made  without 
leave  of  the  Court. 

Alderson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  pay- 
ment of  money  into  Court  under  the  new  rules  has^  nothing 
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Bxeh.  of  PUa»,  whatever  to  do  with  the  piesent  case.  There  the  defendant 
fixes  the  amount  himself^  and  pays  it  in  at  his  peril :  but 
under  the  statute  of  Anne^  the  Court  is  to  ascertain^ 
through  its  ofiSoer^  the  amount  due  for  principal  and  in- 
terest^ and  costs  upon  the  bond^  and  to  dischaarge  the  de- 
fendant firom  the  debt.  In  this  case^  the  defendant  claims 
himself  to  determine  the  amount  due  from  him  for  prin- 
cipal^ interest^  and  costs,  and  wants  the  jury  to  decide 
whether  he  is  right  or  wrong':  but  the  statute  declares 
that  that  is  a  question  for  the  Court. 


Otjbnby,  fi.j  concurred. 


Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs. 


Tyler  r.  Bland. 

A.SSUMPSIT  for  work  and  labour,  money  paid,  and  on 
an  account  stated. 

Plea,  as  to  the  sum  of  4i.  16«.,  parcel  &c.,  that  after  the 
making  of  the  promises  by  the  defendant  in  the  declaration 
Inentioned,  and  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  to 
wit,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1841,  the  defendant  was  ready 


Jan.  19. 

Auumpsit  for 
work  and  la- 
bour, money 
paid,  and  on  an 
account  stated. 
Plea,  as  to 
4/.  16#.,  parcel, 
ftc.,  that,  after 
the  making  of 
the  defendant's 

SrSTcrthc '''*'  and  willing  to  ^pttsf,  and  tendered  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum 
defendant  ten-    ^f  4/,  16^   and  that,  after  the  making  of  the  promises  as  to 

deredtothe  '  *  , 

plaintiff  4L16«.,  that  sum>  he  hath  always  been  and  stiU  is  ready  to  pay  the 
sum',  he  has  ai-  ^d  sum  of  4/L  16«.  to  the  plaintiff,  and  now  brings  the 
r«?vVn*Lu     same  into  Court,  &c. 

ready  to  pay  ' 

the  said  sum  of 
42.  ISf.  to  the 

plaintiff,  and  now  brings  the  same  into  Court,  frc. — Replication,  that  before  the  making  of  the 
tender  in  the  plea  mentioned,  and  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  demand  and  refusal  hereinafter 
mentioned,  a  larger  sum  than  4/.  16«.,  to  wit,  *!L  I2«.,  that  sum  including  the  4/.  16«.,  was  due 
from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  on  account  of  divers  of  the  causes  of  action  in  the  declar-* 
ation  ;  and  that  before  the  making  of  the  said  tender,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  the  plaintiff  demanded  of 
the  defendant  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  7/.  12#.,  which  so  included  the  said  sum  of  4/.  16«. ; 
yet  the  defendant  did  not  pay  the  said  sum  of  7/.  12«.,  or  any  part  thereof,  but  refused  to  pay 
the  same  and  every  part  thereof,  and  that  no  set-off  or  other  just  cause  then  existed  for  the 
non-payment  :^^H$ld,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the  replication  was  good. 
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Beplicstion^  that  before  the  making  of  the  said  tender  Bnk.  «/  Pieoi, 


in  the  said  plea  alleged^  and  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
demand  and  refiual  hereinafter  mentioned,  a  larger  enm 
than  4/.  16b.,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  7L  12«.,  the  said  last-men- 
tioned sum  including  the  said  smn  of  4iL  IGs.,  was  due  from 
the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  on  account  of  divers  of  the 
said  causes  of  action  in  the  declaration  mentioned ;  and 
that  before  the  making  of  the  said  tender  in  the  said  plea 
alleged,  to  wit,  on  the  26th  of  June,  1841,  the  plaintiff 
demanded  of  the  defendant  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
71.  12s.j  whidi  so  then  included  the  said  sum  of  4/.  16^., 
yet  the  defendant  did  not  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  said  sum 
of  71.  129.  or  any  part  thereof,  but  then  whoUy  neglected 
and  refused  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  71.  12s.  and  every  part 
thereof;  and  that  no  set-off  or  other  just  cause  then  existed 
for  non-payment  by  the  defendant  of  the  said  simi  of  71^ 
12«.  or  any  part  thereof. — ^Verification. 
Special  demurrer,  and  joinder  in  demurrer. 

Ogle,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^This  was  a  good  tender 
of  the  42.  169.  The  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  on  several 
causes  of  action,  and  the  defendant  in  such  case  has  a  right 
to  plead  a  tender  to  one  of  them.  Suppose  the  defendant 
were  charged  as  obligor  on  two  bonds,  one  for  300/.  and 
the  other  for  200^,  might  he  not  plead  a  tender  as  to  one 
of  them,  denying  his  liability  on  the  other?  In  Bac.  Abr., 
Tender,  449,  it  is  laid  down  that  "  if  A.  be  indebted  to  B. 
in  divers  distinct  sums  of  money,  he  may  make,  a  tender 
of  any  one  of  the  sums.''  Cotton  v.  Godwin  (a)  wiU  be  relied 
on  for  the  plaintiff,  but  that  case  is  distinguishable,  because 
there  there  was  but  a  single  cause  of  action.  Here  the 
defendant  was  always  ready  to  pay,  so  far  as  regards  this 
sum  of  4/.  16^.  The  plea  is  good  as  to  that  amount,  and 
the  replication  contains  no  answer  to  it. 

(a)  7  M.  &  W.  147. 


1842. 
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Bsek.  of  Pleas,      Martin,  contra. — ^The  replication  is  good.    The  cause  of 
,  ^  '  ^     action  disclosed  by  the  declaration  is  one  which  the  plain- 

Tylbr  tiff  might  enforce  at  once,  without  any  demand  of  payment. 
Bland.  Then  the  plea  of  tender  means  this :  that  the  debtor, 
though  he  was  bound  to  pay  without  demand,  may  tender 
the  sum  due ;  and  if  he  can  also  make  out  that  he  was 
always  ready  to  pay  it,  the  law  excuses  him  from  any  da« 
mages  subsequent  to  such  tender.  He  must  shew  affirm- 
atively, that  from  the  time  of  the  accruing  of  the  debt  he 
was  always  ready  to  pay;  and  therefore  it  is  that  a  de- 
mand and  refusal  previously  to  the  tender  prevents  him 
from  ever  availing  himself  of  the  tender,  because  he  has  once 
made  a  default.  Now  this  replication  shews  that  there  was 
a  time  when  the  defendant  was  not  ready  to  pay  the  4/.  16^., 
viz.,  when  he  refused  payment  ''of  the  said  sum  of  7L  12tf« 
(which  included  the  4/.  16*.),  and  every  part  thereof." 
[Alderson,  B. — If  the  words  ''and  every  part  thereof  are 
a  material  part  of  the  averment,  you  are  right.]  The  de- 
fendant might  have  rejoined  a  tender  of  the  4/.  16*.  [Al» 
derson,  B. — The  question  is,  whether  this  replication  does 
state  a  demand  and  refusal  of  the  41.  16s.  Suppose  the 
one  party  demands  7/.  12*.,  and  the  other  says,  I  do  not 
owe  you  more  than  4i.  16*.,  and  no  more  passes;  is  that  a 
refusal  of  payment  of  the  4i.  I6s.  ?]  Yes,  because  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  debtor  to  pay  the  sum  justly  due,  and  there  is 
no  obligation  on  the  creditor  to  demand  it ;  and  it  makes  no 
difference  whether  it  be  demanded  as  part  of  a  larger  sum 
or  not.  A  tender,  at  the  time  of  the  demand,  of  the  4/.  16*., 
would  indeed  have  been  an  answer  to  this  replication;  but 
on  these  pleadings  it  appears  to  be  a  previous  demand  of 
the  71.  12s.,  and  a  refusal  of  all  and  every  part  of  that  sum. 
[Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Are  we  bound  to  assume  that  the 
tender  stated  in  the  plea,  and  admitted  by  the  replica- 
tion, was  made  at  a  different  time  from  the  demand  ?  It 
might  have  been  immediately  after,  and  part  of  the  same 
transaction.    A  previous  demand  means  a  demand  made  on 
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a  substantially  different  occasion.]  It  is  admitted  by  this  Bgek.  «/  pumb, 
demurrer,  that  a  lai^er  sum  than  4/.  16*.,  and  including  ^  ^^^' 
that  sum,  was  due;  that  the  plaintiff  demanded  it,  and  the 
defendant  refused  to  pay  the  same  and  every  part  thereof; 
and  all  that  appears  further  is,  that  on  a  subsequent  occa- 
sion, the  defendant  tendered  the  4/.  16s.  only;  but  his  pre- 
vious default  had  incapacitated  him  from  setting  up  that 
defence.     Cotton  y.  Godwin  is  precisely  in  point. 

Ogle,  m  reply. — ^The  whole  appears  on  the  pleadings  to 
have  been  one  and  the  same  transaction.  [Lord  Abinger, 
C.  B. — ^To  make  out  your  defence,  you  ought  to  shew  that 
then  and  there  you  tendered  the  whole  sum  demanded,  or 
that  no  more  was  due  than  4/.  1 6*.,  and  that  you  then  tender- 
ed that.]  How  could  the  defendant  rejoin,  but  by  repeating 
the  tender,  as  alleged  in  the  plea  ?  The  replication  ought  to 
have  shewn  that  a  larger  sum  was  due  than  the  amount  ten- 
dered, on  the  same  cause  of  action.  In  Cotton  v.  Godwin, 
the  replication  was  applied  to  the  specific  cause  of  action 
as  to  which  the  tender  was  made ;  but  that  is  not  so  here. 
\Alder9on,  B. — ^Why  could  not  you  rejoin  that  when  the 
plaintiff  demanded  the  7/.  12«.,  you  tendered  the  4d.  16«.? 
you  ought  to  amend  by  so  rejoining.] 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^Where  the  replication  to  a  plea 
of  tender  re-enforces  the  demand,  and  sets  it  up  again,  the 
rejoinder  must  either  deny  or  confess  and  avoid  that  de- 
mand, otherwise  it  must  be  taken  that  the  whole  sum  is  due* 
Therefore,  although  the  original  plea  of  tender  does  not 
admit  the  whole  simi  to  be  due,  it  is  admitted  on  this 
demurrer.  The  defendant  should  have  rejoined  by  re- 
alleging a  tender,  at  the  time  of  the  plaintiff's  demand  of 
7/.  12*.,  of  the  smaller  sum  of  4/.  16*.,  and  denying  that 
more  was  due. 

Alderson,  B. — ^All  the  facts  stated  in  the  rephoation 
are  admitted  by  the  demurrer,  and  facts  may  be  supposed 
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Etch,  of  Pleat,  which  make  them  all  true ;  as  a  demand  of  the  whole,  after- 
^"^  -  *  wards  payment  of  part,  and  then  a  tender  of  the  residue. 
TYLsa 

V. 

Bland.  Gurney,  B.  concurred. 

Leave  to  amend  on  payment  df  costs ;  otherwise  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff. 


j^^  21  Plock  and  Another  t;.  Pacheco. 

A  Judge  made  XV*  V.  RICHARDS  movcd  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
wresfof  Sc**'''  the  defendant  in  this  cause  should  not  be  discharged  out 
defendant  for  of  custody,  and  why  the  plaintiffs  should  not  pay  the  costs 
capias  waa  in-  of  this  application.  It  appeared  from  his  affidavit^  that 
^2i.\Zt.^d,,  the  defendant^  having  gone  on  board  a  vessel  at  South- 
mount  of *he  ^^^P^oi  bound  for  the  West  Indies^  was  arrested  at  Pal- 
debt).  The  mouth  on  a  capias  issued  in  pursuance  of  a  Judge's  order 
to  discharge  Under  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  8.  The  learned  Judge,  before 
ou^  of  custody,  making  the  ordcr,  inquired  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and 
and  directed  ^jgjjjg  informed  that  it  was  422/.  13*.  4rf.,  he  indorsed  on 

the  writ  to  be  '^  ' 

amended  on  the  Order  the  sum  of  jS422.  The  defendant  was  arrested 
pidntiff  of^the    for  the  sum  of  422/.  13*.  4J.,  for  which  amount  the  capias 

costs  of  the  ap-    ^^^  z^A^^m^^A 
plication  forthe    WM  indorsed, 
defendant's  dis- 

c  arge.  Sicfiards  contended  that  the  arrest  was  bad,  having 

been  made  for  a  larger  amount  than  that  ordered  by  the 
Judge.  The  statute  empowered  an  arrest  only  "  for  such 
sum.  as  such  Judge  should  think  fit,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  of  the  debt  or  damages,"  and  enabled  the  plaintiff 
to  sue  out  thereon  a  writ  of  capias,  in  the  form  contained 
in  the  schedule  annexed  to  the  act;  according  to  which 
form,  the  writ  was  to  be  indorsed  for  the  amount  of  bail 
ordered  by  the  Judge.  He  cited  HodgHnaon  v.  HodgHn- 
san  (a),  where  the  defendant  was  discharged  out  of  cus- 

(a)  1  Ad.  &  £11. 533 ;  8  Nev.  &  Man.  564. 
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tody,  on  the  ground  that  in  the  copy  of  the  capias  the  s^fch.  of  Pleat, 
direction  appeared  to  be  to  the  sheriff  of  "  Middesex/'  '  ^ 

PtOCK 

Ckasbff  shewed  cause  against  the  rule  in  the  first  in-  pachbcq. 
stance ;  and  also  applied  for  a  cross  rule  to  shew  cause  why 
the  writ  of  capias  should  not  be  amended,  by  substituting 
thereon  the  sum  of  ^£422  instead  of  422/.  IZ9.  4d.  He 
urged  that  the  Courts  had  always  acted  on  the  principle  of 
allowing  amendments  in  writs,  where  the  justice  of  the  case 
requires  them,  and  where  no  injury  is  done  to  any  party. 
In  Laroche  v.  JVasbraugh  (a),  which  was  an  application 
to  amend  a  writ.  Lord  Kenyan  said,  "  The  justice  of  the 
case  requires  that  we  should  permit  the  plaintiff  to  amend. 
If  the  defendant  had  indeed  suffered  by  the  excess  in 
the  executi(m,  that  might  have  varied  the  case;  but  here  he 
has  not  sustained  any  damage  by  it/^  So  here,  the  defend- 
'ant  can  have  sustained  no  damage  whatever  by  being  held 
to  bail  for  the  odd  shillings  and  pence  beyond  the  sum  di- 
rected by  the  Judge.  The  Court  is  expressly  empowered, 
by  the  6th  section  of  the  act,  upon  the  application  of  a 
party  by  rule  or  order  for  his  discharge  from  arrest,  to 
make  absolute  or  discharge  such  rule  or  order,  or  ''  to 
make  such  other  order  therein  as  to  such  Judge  or  Court 
shall  seem  fit.'^ 

Richards,  in  reply. — In  TVotter  v.  Bass  (ft),  the  Court 
held  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  to  amend  a  writ  of  sum- 
mons. Such  an  amendment  was  indeed  allowed  in  La- 
kin  V.  fVatson{c),  but  that  was  in  order  to  save  the  Statute 
of  Limitations;  and  Parke,  B.,  in  his  judgment,  appears  to 
confine  such  amendments  to  cases  of  that  nature.  [Alder^ 
son,  B. — The  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110  had  not  then  passed ; 
and  therefore  the  exception  could  not  have  been  extended 

(o)  2  T.  R.  737.  (6)  1  Bing.  N.  C.516;  1  Scott,  403. 

(e)  2  C.  &  M.  685. 
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E»€h.  0/  Pieatf  to  a  case  like  the  present.]     Partridge  v.  Wattbank{a)  is 
an  authority  to  the  same  effect. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — In  this  case,  as  no  oppression 
appears  to  have  been  exercised  towards  the  defendant,  and 
as  we  are  empowered,  by  the  6th  section  of  the  act,  to 
make  such  order  in  the  matter  as  we  shall  think  fit,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  we  think  the  defendant  should  pay 
into  Court  the  sum  of  iE422,  and  £20  in  lieu  of  bail,  with 
liberty  to  take  out  those  sums  on  putting  in  and  perfecting 
special  bail :  Mr.  Clecuiby's  rule  for  amending  the  writ  will 
be  made  absolute,  and  Mr.  Richards^s  rule  discharged,  the 
plaintiffs  paying  the  costs  of  this  application. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  agree  in  opinion  that  this  writ  ought 
to  be  amended,  and  think  that,  in  so  doing,  we  are  not 
departing  from  any  principle  laid  down  by  this  Court  in ' 
former  cases.  We  have  allowed  writs  to  be  amended,  where 
justice  appeared  to  require  it,  and  the  situation  of  the  par- 
ties has  not  been  changed  by  the  amendment,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  Here  the  Judge  thought 
the  plaintiffs  were  in  danger  of  losing  their  debt  by  the 
defendant's  quitting  England  in  case  he  were  at  large;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  that  circumstance  brings  the  case 
within  the  same  principle  that  governed  the  Courts  in  re- 
gard to  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  Here,  too,  we  have 
something  by  which  the  writ  can  be  amended.  The  rules 
will  therefore  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner  which  has 
been  stated  by  my  Lord  Chief  Baron;  and  the  plaintiffs 
will  be  quite  sufficiently  punished  for  their  mistake  by  pay- 
ing the  costs  of  these  applications. 

Gurnet,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  accordingly. 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  316. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pieas, 
1842. 


Ball  and  Others  v.  Gordon  and  Others.  Jan.  24. 

Assumpsit  by  indorsees  against  acceptors  of  a  bill  of  Declaration  by 
exchange.     The  declaration  stated,  that  "  whereas  certain  i"cc^p{^rTj"'' 
persons  using  the  name,  style,  and  firm  of  M'Leod  &  Co.,  bill  of  exchange 

^  ^  '      ^     '  '   stated  it  to  be 

on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1841,  made  their  bill  of  ex-  drawn  by"  cer- 
change  in  writing,  and  thereby  required  the  defendants  using^rname, 
to  pay,  four  months  after  the  date  thereof,  to  them  the  said  *7m!  &  Co .'" 
M'Leod  &  Co.,  or  order,  132/.  0*.  7rf.  value  received,  which  "»^  **>»* "  ^Se 

«aid  M.  &  Co." 

period  has  now  elapsed ;  and  the  defendants  accepted  the  indorsed  it 
said  bill,  and  the  said  M'Leod  &  Co.  then  indorsed  the  th?was^nota 
same  to  W.  J.  Strickland,  who  then  indorsed  the  same  to  !!f?f.^"' ^^-. 

'  scnption,  aa  it 

the  plaintiffs,'*  &C.  «>>d  not  shew 

that  M.  &  Co 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  causes,  that  the  alleged  drew  or  indors- 
drawers  of  the  bUl  were  not  sufficiently  described,  as  they  ^j^a  mu.  ** 
ought  to  have  been  described  by  their  christian  or  names 
of  baptism,  and  surnames,  or  by  the  initial  or  contraction 
of  their  christian  or  first  names,  in  addition  to  their  sur- 
names; that  the  description  is  vague  and  uncertain :  and 
that  even  if  ''  M'Leod  &  Co.'*  is  a  sufficient  description, 
yet  it  is  not  alleged  that  the  supposed  drawers  in  fact  drew 
the  bill  in  that  name,  or  by  means  of  such  description. 
Joinder  in  demurrer. 

BovUl,  in  support  of  the  demurrer.— The  description  of 
the  drawers  of  the  bill  in  this  declaration  is  not  sufficient. 
The  rule  of  the  common  law,  is  that  the  christian  and  sur- 
names of  all  persons  mentioned  in  the  pleadings  should  be 
accurately  set  out ;  Stephen  on  Pleading,  329  (4th  edit.), 
citing  Com.  Dig.,  Abatement  (E.  20),  (F.  19) ;  Buckley  v. 
Thomas  {a),  and  Rowe  v.  Roach  {b).  The  authority  of  this 
rule  is  recognized  also  in  Gamly  v.  Bechinor{c).  And  the 
Stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  12,  has  no  application  to  this 

(a)  PlowcL  128  a.         (b)  1  M.  &  Selw.  304.         (c)  2  Lev.  197. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  case,  because  it  applies  only  to  parties  who  are  described 

«-     ^  '  -    in  written  documents  by  the  initial  letter  or  contraction  of 

Ball        the  christian  or  first  name,  which  is  not  the  ease  here.   In 

Gordon.      Reg.  V.  TFesi  {a),  where  goods  the  property  of  the  HoU 

and  Selby  Railway  Company  were  described  in  a  coroner's 

inquisition  as  the  property  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  the 

Hull  and  Selby  Railway/'  it  was  held  that  the  inquisition 

was  therefore  bad.     [^Alderson,  B. — It  is  consistent  with 

this  declaration,  that  although  the  parties  used  the  name 

of  M'Leod  &  Co.,  they  made  the  bill  in  their  own  proper 

names.]     Then,  with  respect  to  the  indorsement,  it  is  not 

even  said  that  the  said  persons  using  the  name,  style,  and 

firm  of  Mlicod  &   Co.  indorsed,  but  merely  ''  the  said 

M'Leod  &  Co.''  If  the  plaintiffs  do  not  know  the  names, 

there  should  be  an  averment  to  that  effect. 

-R.  V.  Richards,  contra. — ^The  declaration  is  sufficient. 
It  is  in  the  form  constantly  used  in  such  a  case.  In  the 
form  given  by  the  rule  of  Trinity  Term,  1  Will.  4,  all  that 
is  stated  is,  that  ''one  E.  F.  made  his  bill  of  exchange  in 
writing,"  &c. ;  it  is  not  said  that  he  made  it  in  the  name  of 
E.  F.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— The  difficulty  is  this,  that  it 
is  possible  the  persons  using  the  name  of  M'Leod  &  Co. 
may  have  drawn  bills  and  used  a  different  name  or  names ; 
so  that  the  defendants  may  plead  to  it,  supposing  it  to  be 
drawn  in  the  name  of  M'Leod  &  Co.,  whereas  you  may 
prove  a  bill  drawn  in  another  name.]  It  is  certain  to  a 
common  intent,  and  must  mean  that  the  drawers  used  that 
name  in  the  instrument  declared  on.  In  Bass  v.  Clive{b), 
the  declaration  was  on  a  bill  drawn  "  by  certain  persons 
trading  under  the  name,  style,  and  firm  of  E.  N.  &  Co.," 
payable  to  their  own  order ;  and  it  was  held,  as  against  the 
acceptor,  who  had  accepted  the  bill  so  drawn,  that  it  was 
no  variance  if  it  were  proved  that  the  firm  consisted  of  one 

(0)  1  G.  &  D.  481.  (6)  4  M.  &  Selw.  13. 
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person  only.    lAlderson,  B. — Would  it  be  snfficient  to  say  ^«^a*  »/  Pf^at, 
that  ''a  certain  person  made  his  bill  of  exchange/'  &c.  ?]  It        ^^^* 
is  submitted  that  it  would. 

The  Court  (a)  intimated  their  opinion  that  the  allega- 
tion was  not  sufficient^  and  gave  Richards  leave  to  amend 
on  payment  of  costs;  otherwise 

Judgment  for  the  defendants  (6). 

(a)  Lord  Ahinger,  C.  B.,  Alderton^  B.,  and  Qumeyy  B. 
(6)  See  the  next  case. 


TioAR  and  Another  v.  Gordon  and  Others  (c). 

A.SSUMPSIT  by  indorsees  against  acceptors  of  a  bill  of  Declaration  by 
exchange.     The  declaration  stated,  "that whereas  certain  Acceptor cITa"'* 
persons,  by  and  under  the  name,  style,  and  firm  of  James  gutedTto  bS*' 
GkJe  &  Son,  on  the  18th  day  of  October,  1841,  made  their  drawn  by  "cer- 
bill  of  exchange  in  writing,  and  directed  the  same  to  the  and  under  the 
defendants,  and  thereby  required  them  to  pay  to  the  order  Sm^of  g!V "* 
of  the  said  persons  so  using  the  said  name,  style,  and  firm  ,^®°'"  *?^  ***** 
of  James  Oale  &  Son,  66/.  Ts,  \\d,y  for  value  received,  four  sons,  by  and 
months  after  the  date  thereof,  which  period  had  elapsed  name,  style,  and 
before  the  commencement  of  this  suit;  and  the  defendants  son'Mndowed 
then  accepted  the  said  bill,  and  the  said  persons,  by  and  i*-— -H««»  on 

^  *     "  special  demur- 

under  the  said  name,  style,  and  firm  of  James  Gale  &  Son,  rer,  tbat  tbit 

then  indorsed  the  said  bill  to  the  plaintiffs,''  8cc.  description  of 

Special  demurrer,  assigning  for  causes,  that  the  drawers  In^^TT**"* 

and  indorsers  of  the  bill  are  not  sufficiently  or  properly 

designated  or  described.     Joinder  in  demurrer. 

Bovill,  in  support  of  the  demurrer,  relied  on  Ball  v.  CrOT" 
dan  {d)f  and,  in  addition  to  the  authorities  there  cited,  re- 
ferred to  Rex  V.  Harrison  {e) .  The  only  distinction  between 
the  case  of  Ball  v.  Gordon  and  the  present  is,  that  here  it  is 
stated  that  certain  persons,  by  andunder  the  name,  &c.,  drew 

(e)  Decided  at  the  aittings  after  (d)  Ante,  345. 

Trinity  Term,  1842  (June  22).  (e)  8  T.  R.  508. 
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Bxek.  rf  Piea$t  the  bill.  Bttt  that  is  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  rule  of  law^ 
°J  •  ^  that  the  names  of  all  persons  mentioned  in  the  pleadings 
should  be  correctly  stated.  It  may  be  said  that  the  acceptor 
is  estopped  to  deny  that  the  bill  was  well  drawn  in  the  name 
of  James  Gale  &  Co. ;  but  at  all  events  there  is  no  such 
estoppel  as  to  the  indorsement :  the  act  of  acceptance  is 
not  even  prim&  facie  evidence  of  the  indorsement  being 
correct.  And  even  as  to  the  drawings  it  is  not  a  conclu- 
sive admission^  but  only  affords  prim&  facie  evidence  that 
the  bill  is  properly  drawn.  It  is  but  a  rule  of  evidence^ 
and  does  not  apply  to  the  statement  on  the  pleadings. 

R,  V.  Richards,  contr^. — ^This  is  the  usual  and  invaria- 
ble form  of  declaration  which  has  long  been  adopted  in 
declaring  on  a  bill  or  note  made  by  a  firm.  The  dramng 
is  admitted  by  the  acceptance;  and  the  declaration  states 
the  bill  to  be  indorsed  by  ''  the  said  persons''  who  are  so 
admitted  to  have  drawn  it.  If  this  declaration  be  not  8U& 
ficient,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  mercantile  transac- 
tions will  be  insurmountable.  Suppose  the  case  of  a 
foreign  bill  in  parts^  one  of  which  comes  over  to  this  coan- 
try  and  is  accepted^  and  then  another  arrives  covered  with 
indorsements  by  foreign  firms^  how  is  the  party  suing  to 
set  them  all  out  by  christian  and  surname?  Then  it  is 
said  be  must  aver  that  he  does  not  know  them : — does  that 
mean  that  he  must  shew  he  has  no  knowledge  of  them^  or 
no  means  of  knowledge  ?  If  the  latter^  must  he  send  out 
a  commission  to  India  or  China  to  ascertain  the  names^ 
before  he  can  declare  upon  the  bill?  It  will  be  wholly 
impossible  for  the  negotiation  of  bills  of  exchange  to  be 
carried  on^  if  the  holder  is  obliged  to  state  all  the  names 
of  all  the  persons  composing  the  different  firms  that  appear 
on  the  face  of  them.  \PaTke,  B. — ^You  may  have  an  issue 
on  that  most  complicated  of  all  questions — ^partnership-^ 
raised  upon  every  indorsement.]  The  declaration  here  is 
distinguishable  from  that  in  Ball  v.  Gordon,  because  it 
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states  not  only  that  Gkile  &  Co.j  under  that  name,  drew  Bxeh.  of  pum, 
the  bill  (which  is  admitted  by  the  acceptance)^  but  also     ^    ^  *   ^ 
that  the  same  persons  by  the  same  name  indorsed  it.        Tigar 
[^Parke,  B. — And  that  you  are  bound  to  prove;  therefore      Goedok. 
if  there  be  such  a  rule  as  is  contended  for  by  the  defend- 
ants, it  is  impossible  for  the  plaintiff  to  succeed,  unless 
either  he  strikes  out  all  such  names,  and  so  loses  the  secu- 
rity of  them,  or  is  able  to  prove  the  Christian  and  surname 
of  them  all,  though  they  may  be  foreign  firms  firom  the 
most  remote  parts.]     Mea  v.  Harridan  and  Regina  y.  West 
were  cases  of  coroner's  inquisitions,  which  are  not  at  all 
applicable  to  the  case  of  a  bill  of  exchange. — He  again 
referred  to  Bass  v.  Clive{a). 

Bovill,  in  reply. — ^It  is  true  this  form  of  declaration  has 
been  ordinarily  used,  but  that  cannot  repeal  the  rule  of 
law.  In  Wright  v.  WeUne  (ft),  it  was  held  that  an  aver- 
ment, in  a  declaration  on  a  policy  of  insurance,  that  cer- 
tain persons  named,  and  also  '' certain  persons  tradipg 
under  the  firm  of  E.,  F.,  &  Co.,''  were  interested  in  the 
property,  was  sufficient  after  verdict;  but  the  Court  • 
strongly  intimated  their  opinion  that  it  would  have  been 
bad  on  special  demurrer.  This  general  form  may  not 
have  been  before  objected  to,  from  an  apprehension  that 
there  would  be  relief  given  by  amendment,  and  then  that 
the  defendant  might  have  stricter  terms  imposed  on  him 
in  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  cause.  All  the  alleged 
inconvenience  is  avoided  by  stating  the  names  to  be  un- 
known. [Parke,  B. — And  then  there  might  be  an  issue 
whether  they  were  known  or  unknown.  What  matter  the 
names,  if  the  bill  were  made  by  the  firm  ?]  The  defend- 
ants rely  upon  the  strict  rule  of  pleading. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  think  this  demurrer  ought  to  be  overruled. 
As  to  the  case  of  Ball  v.  Gordon,  it  certainly  appears  that 
in  that  case  there  was  a  strong  intimation  of  the  opinion 

(a)  4  M.  &  Selw.  13.  (6)  1  Chit.  Rep.  49. 
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E*eh,  of  Pleat,  of  the  Court  that  the  declaration  was  insufficient,  and  an 
^  ^  "  amendment  in  consequence;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
TiGAR  that  it  is  distinguishable  upon  the  ground  stated  by  Mr. 
Gordon.  Bichards :  here  it  does  appear  that  the  bill  was  drawn  in 
the  name  of  the  firm.  According  to  all  the  precedents,  that 
is  sufficient.  That  is  the  form  in  the  precedent  given  by 
Mr.  Justice  Bayley{a);  and  from  my  own  experience  I 
can  say  that  for  a  long  series  of  years  such  has  been  the 
established  practice.  I  should  not  be  disposed  to  depart 
from  that  practice  without  strong  reason;  and  there  is 
none,  at  all  here :  on  the  contrary,  the  inconvenience  of 
holding  this  form  defective  would  be  immense;  it  would 
be  almost  impossible  to  go  on  in  the  negotiation  of  foreign 
bills,  if  it  were  necessary  that  they  should  be  traced  with 
precision  through  so  many  names.  It  is  said  the  inconve- 
nience may  be  avoided  by  saying  that  the  names  are  un- 
known to  the  plaintiff;  but  then  there  would  be  an  issue 
on  that  question,  whether  they  were  known  or  unknown. 
The  case  of  a  declaration  upon  a  policy  of  insurance  is  dif- 
ferent in  two  respects :  in  the  first  place,  the  interest  is 
never  stated  to  be  in  firms,  but  in  individuals;  and  in  the 
next  place,  the  parties  in  whom  the  interest  is  are  in  fact 
the  plaintiffs,  and  therefore  the  declaration  ought  to  state 
their  names.  The  case  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is  widely  diffe- 
rent, and  the  established  form  of  declaration  is  such  as  has 
been  adopted  in  the  present  case.  It  states  that  the  bill 
was  drawn  by  certain  persons  using  the  name,  style,  and 
firm  of  James  Gale  &  Co. — that  it  was  drawn  in  that  name 
— and  that  it  was  indorsed  by  the  same  persons  in  that 
name.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  is  sufficient,  and  that  our 
judgment  should  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  and  Rolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

(a)  Bayley  on  BiUs,  (5th  edit.)  375. 


Ci 
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Bxeh.  of  PUiUf 
1842. 

GiBBS  v.  Pike.  ,     ,„ 

Jan.  12. 

/ASE. — ^The  declaration  stated,  that,  after  the  passing  of  WherejDasuit 
a  certain  act  of  Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  second  ordw"wM  ^de 
year  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled  Jhouid  ^a^'in 
^'  An  Act  for  abolishing  arrest  on  mesne  process  in  civil  to  the  name  of 
actions,  except  in  certain  cases,  and  for  extending  the  ant-Generaifin 
remedies  of  creditors  against  the  property  of  debtors,  and  SuaVVccrtain 
for  amending  the  laws  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtorp  in  jam  admitted 

by  hi8  answer 

England,''  and  before  the  committing  of  the  grievances,  to  have  been 

&c.,  a  certain  suit  was  and  stiU  is  depending  in  the  High  the  uOe  of  a^ 

Court  of  Chancery,  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  |J,ewiidtor '« 

which  said  suit  Elizabeth  Wells,  and  one  Fanny  Wells  the  plaintiff  in 

the  suit  regis- 

Freeman,  Bichard   Freeman,   Robert  J.  Freeman,    and  tered  it  under 

1  &  2  Vict,  c 

James  W.  Freeman,  infants,  by  the  said  Elizabeth  Wells,  no,  g.  19,  and 
their  next  friend,  were  pontiffs,  and  John  Gibbs,  and  ^'  ^"  *°  *^**"" 

'  *  '  '  sequence  pre- 

one  Richard  Freeman,  and  Fanny  Freeman,  were  de-  ▼cntedfrom 
fendants:  And  whereas  also,  before  and  at  the  time  of  lands:— i7e/if/ 
the  committing  of  the  grievances,  the  plaintiff  was  and  teHng'^of^he'" 
still  is  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  divers  order  was  not  of 

Itself  a  wrong- 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  with  the  appurten-  fui  act,  and  that 

ances,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  county  of  Kent :  be  maintained 

And  the  plaintiff  further  saith,  that  after  the  making  of  the  J^if  of  maiiw. 

said  act  of  Parliament,  and  before  the  committing  of  the     Sembu,  that 

_      _  .-       _  .,       .  T  -1.  such  an  order 

grievances,  sc.,  and  while  the  said  smt  was  so  depending,  is  within  the 
by  a  certain  order  of  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Lang-  gtot!7&2V!ct, 
dale,  in  the  said  suit,  bearing  date  &c.,  after  reciting  that  ^  ^herc  ev'i- 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  had  that  day  moved  the  Court,  ^^Qce  is  re- 

*^  ''  ^  Jectedbya 

that  the  defendant,  John  Gibbs,  or  the  said  defendants,  judge  at  NiH 
John  Gibbs  and  Richard  Freeman,  might  be  ordered,  on  ^1  ^opusing?t~ 
or  before  the  26th  day  of  June  then  next,  to  transfer  into  *'"»^*  *?  °**^« 

■'  'a  lonnal  ten- 

der of  it  to 
the  judge,  and 
request  him  to  take  a  note  of  it,  or  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  raise  before  the  Court  any  questions 
arising  out  of  such  evidence,  if  the  judge's  note  does  not  shew  the  point  to  have  been  raised  at 
the  trial. 

VOL.  IX.  B  B  M.  W. 
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Rgth,  afPUM,  the  name  of  the  accountant-general  of  the  said  Court,  in 

1842 

trust  in  the  said  cause,  the  sum  of  1637Z.  8*.  6rf.,  £8  per 
cent.  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  being  the  amount  of 
the  fund  admitted  by  the  answer  of  the  same  defendants 
in  the  said  suit  to  have  been  invested  in  their  names, 
upon  the  trusts  of  the  indenture  or  marriage-settlement 
of  the  8th  day  of  December,  1819,  in  the  pleadings  men- 
tioned, and  to  have  been  sold  out  by  them  on  the  17th 
day  of  January,  1829;  or  that  the  said  defendant  John 
Gibbs,  (meaning  thereby  the  said  plaintiff),  and  Bichard 
Freeman,  might  be  ordered,  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of 
June  next,  to  pay  into  the  name  of  the  said  acoonntantr 
general,  in  trust  in  the  said  cause,  the  sum  of  1404/.  2^., 
admitted  by  the  answer  of  the  said  defendants,  the  said 
John  Gibbs  and  Bichard  Freeman,  to  hare  been  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  trust  fund 
of  1637/.  8«.  6c/.,  £3  per  cent.  Consolidated  Bank  An- 
nuities, received  by  the  said  defendant,  John  Gibbs ;  and 
that  such  sum  of  1404/.  2^.,  when  so  paid  in,  might  be  in- 
vested by  the  said  accountant-general  in  iSS  per  cent. 
Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  in  trust  in  the  said  cause, 
&c. :  upon  hearing  the  said  defendant's,  John  Gibbs* 
(meaning  the  said  plaintiff)  answer  read,  and  what  was 
alleged  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  the  said  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Lord  Langdale  did  order,  that  the  said  defendant 
John  Gibbs,  (meaning  thereby  the  said  plaintiff),  should, 
within  a  month  from  that  time,  pay  into  the  bank,  with 
the  privity  of  the  accountant-general  of  that  Court,  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  cause,  the  sum  of  1404/.  2«.,  admitted  by 
the  answer  of  the  said  defendants,  the  said  John  Gibbs 
and  Bichard  Freeman,  to  have  been  the  amount  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  trust-fund  of  1687/.  8«.  6rf.,  £8 
per  cent.  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  received  by  the 
said  defendant,  the  said  John  Gibbs ;  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  such  sum  of  1404/.  2«.,  when  so  paid  into  the  bank, 
should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  bank  £8  per  cent. 


HILAET   TERM,   5  YICT.  868 

annuities,  in  the  name  and  with  the  privity  of  the  said  EmcH,  rf  pimw, 

1842 
accountant-general,  in  trust  in  the  said  cause ;  and  he  was    ^         '   ^ 

to  declare  the  trust  thereof  accordingly,  subject  to  the  Q"»« 
further  order  of  the  said  Court:  and  for  the  purposes  Pike. 
aforesaid,  the  said  accountant-general  was  to  draw  on  the 
bank  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  general  rules  and  orders  of  the  said 
Court  in  that  case  made  and  provided.  And  the  said 
John  Gibbs  in  fact  saith,  that  after  the  making  of  the  said 
order  of  the  said  Bight  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Langdale,  they 
the  said  Charles  Andrews  Pike  and  Elizabeth  WeUs,  well 
knowing  the  premises,  and  well  knowing,  as  the  fact  was 
and  is,  that  the  said  order  was  not  a  decree  or  order  of  a 
court  of  equity,  whereby  any  sum  of  money,  or  any  costs, 
chaj^es,  or  expenses,  were  payable  to  any  person  within 
the  said  act  of  Parliament,  or  the  intent  or  meaning  there- 
of, but  contriving  and  intending  to  oppress,  harass,  and 
aggrieve  the  said  John  Oibbs,  and  to  prevent  him  from 
disposing  of  any  part  of  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  with  the  appurtenances,  of  him  the  said 
John  Gibbs,  and  to  deprive  him  thereby  of  the  means  of 
paying  the  said  sum  of  1404/.  2^.,  in  the  said  order  speci- 
fied, and  satisfying  the  said  order,  and  to  injure  and  pre- 
judice him  in  his  credit  and  circumstances,  to  wit,  on,  &c., 
wrongfully,  maliciously,  oppressively,  and  unlawfully,  and 
under  colour  and  pretence  of  the  said  last-mentioned  act 
of  Parliament,  left  and  caused  and  procured  to  be  left 
with  the  senior  Master  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at 
Westminster,  a  certain  memorandum  or  minute  in  writ- 
ing,  containing  the  name  and  the  usual  or  last-known 
place  of  abode,  and  the  title,  trade,  or  profession  of  the 
said  John  Gibbs  (the  said  plaintiff),  whose  estate  was  in- 
tended to  be  affected  thereby,  and  the  Court,  and  the  title 
of  the  cause  in  which  such  order  was  obtained  and  made, 
and  the  date  of  such  order,  and  the  amount  of  the  monies 
thereby  ordered  to  be  paid  \  and  which  same  particulars 

B  b2 
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B*eh.  rf  PUoM,  contained  in  the  said  memorandum  or  minute,  so  left  and 

1842 

caused  and  procured  to  be  left  by  the  said  Charles  An- 
drews Pike  and  Elizabeth  Wells,  as  aforesaid,  were,  hj  such 
leaying  as  aforesaid,  and  hj  and  through  the  wrongful, 
malicious,  and  unlawful  procurement  of  the  said  Charles 
Andrews  Pike  and  Elizabeth  Wells,  forthwith  entered  in  a 
book  by  the  said  senior  Master  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  Par- 
liament, as  and  for  a  memorandum  or  minute  in  writing 
of  a  decree  or  order  of  a  Court  of  Equity,  whereby  a  sum 
of  money,  or  certain  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  were 
payable  to  a  person  within  the  said  act,  whereby,  after  such 
entry  by  the  said  senior  Master  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  as  aforesaid  had  been  made  as  aforesaid,  it  then  and 
there  appeared,  from  and  on  the  face  of  such  entry  in  the 
said  book  as  aforesaid,  that  the  said  order  so  made  by  the 
Bight  Hon.  Henry  Lord  Langdale,  so  being  the  said 
Master  of  the  Bolls  as  aforesaid,  was  an  order  within  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  act  of  Parliament;  that  is 
to  say,  an  order  of  a  Court  of  Equity,  whereby  the  said  sum 
of  1404/.  2s.  was  payable  to  the  said  Elizabeth  WeUs,  &c., 
and  had  the  effect  of  a  judgment  in  a  superior  court  of 
common  law,  affecting  the  said  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  of  the  said  John  Gibbs ;  and  that  the  said 
Elizabeth  Wells,  and  that  the  said  Fanny  Wells  Freeman, 
Bichard  Freeman,  Bobert  John  Freeman,  and  James 
William  Freeman,  were  thereby  to  be  deemed  judgment 
creditors  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  act ;  by  means 
of  which  said  several  premises,  and  by  reason  of  the  said 
order,  from  such  entry  so  made  as  aforesaid,  appearing 
and  purporting  to  have  the  effect  of  a  judgment  against 
the  said  John  Gibbs,  and  so  affecting  the  said  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments  of  the  said  John  Gibbs  as  afore- 
said, by  such  wrongful,  malicious,  and  unlawful  procure- 
ment of  the  said  Charles  Andrews  Pike  and  the  said 
Elizabeth  Wells  as  aforesaid,  he  the  said  John  Gibbs  has 
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been  hindered  and  prevented  from  seUing  and  disposing  iSxeft.  0/  PUat^ 
of  certain  lands^  tenements,  and  hereditaments  of  him  the  /"  - 


said  John  Gibbs,  which  he  otherwise  might  and  would        ^^^b" 
have  sold  and  disposed  of  for  divers  large  prices  and  sums        Piu. 
of  money,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  said  sum  of 
1404/.  2s.  in  the  said  order  mentioned. 

The  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London 
Sittings  after  last  Trinity  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  plain- 
tiff, who  was  the  trustee  of  a  settlement  executed  in  1828, 
on  the  marriage  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Freeman  with 
the  mother  of  the  defendant,  E.  Wells,  had,  with  the  con- 
nivance of  those  parties,  who  were  only  the  cestui  que 
tnuts  for  life,  sold  out  the  trust  fund,  consisting  of  a  sum 
of  £1404  2s.,  he  paying  them  a  higher  rate  of  interest, 
and  giving  his  bond  for  the  security  of  the  principal. 
After  the  death  of  Freeman,  the  defendant  E.  Wells,  who 
had  a  reversionary  interest  in  the  fund,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  defendant  Pike,  who  acted  as  her  attorney,  filed  a 
bill  in  Chancery  against  Gibbs  to  compel  a  re-investment 
of  the  trust-money;  and  an  order  for  that  purpose,  bear- 
ing the  date  and  in  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  declara- 
tion, was  made  by  the  Master  of  the  Bolls.  Li  order  to 
raise  money  to  comply  with  this  order,  Gibbs,  in  the 
month  of  October,  1840,  put  up  for  sale  certain  freehold 
land  of  which  he  was  seised,  and  purchasers  offered  them- 
selves for  different  lots ;  but  they  having  discovered  that 
the  above  order  had  been  previously  registered  under  1  &  2 
Vict.  c.  110,  s.  19,  as  an  order  directing  a  sum  of  money 
to  be  paid  by  Gibbs,  and  as  such  having  the  force  of  a 
judgment  at  common  law,  declined  to  complete  the  pur- 
chalbes.  An  application  was  subsequently  made  to  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls  to  get  rid  of  the  registered  order,  who 
refused  to  interfere,  saying  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  officers  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  On  this 
endence,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  told  the  jury,  that  without 
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Bx^.  rf  Pleat,  giving  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  above  order  was  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  money  within  the  meaning  of 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  19,  and  as  such  ^ititled  to  be  regis- 
tered, it  appeared  to  him,  that,  in  registering  it,  the  de- 
fendant Pike  had  done  no  more  than  his  duty;  that  there 
did  not  appear  any  evidence  of  his  having  been  actuated 
by  a  malicious  motive  in  so  doing,  or  that  any  injury  had 
resulted  to  the  pUdntiff  from  it ;  but  that,  if  the  jury  could 
see  either,  they  would  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The 
jury  having  found  for  the  defendants. 

Plait  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  grounds, 
first,  that  the  learned  Judge  had  misdirected  the  jury  in 
leaving  the  question  of  malice  or  no  malice  for  their  con- 
sideration, as  the  law  always  inferred  malice  on  proof  of  a 
wrongful  act;  and  secondly,  that  he  had  improperly  rejected 
certain  evidence  which  tended  to  establish  malice,  namely, 
the  subsequent  sequestration  of  the  plaintiff^s  property, 
and  suing  out  a  writ  of  rebellion,  by  force  of  which  the 
plaintiff  had  been  taken  and  committed  to  the  Fleet  under 
circumstances  of  aggravation.  When,  however,  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron's  note  was  read,  it  was  silent  as  to  the  fiict 
of  this  evidence  having  been  tendered. — Against  this 
rule 

Hayes  shewed  cause. — ^The  defendant,  in  registering  this 
order,  did  nothing  more  than  his  duty  as  solicitor  in  the 
suit.  If  there  were  any  doubt  whether  the  order  was  an 
order  within  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  he  was  bound  to  register 
it;  and  if  he  had  not  done  so,  he  might  have  been  liable 
for  negligence.  There  is  nothing  to  shew  that  he  was  ac- 
tuated by  malice,  and  malice  cannot  be  inferred.  The  plain- 
tiff will  probably  rely  on  what  is  laid  down  by  Lord  C.  B. 
Comyn  (a),  that  '^  where  a  man  sustains  a  temporal  loss 

(a)  Com.  Dig.,  Action  on  the  Caie,  (A). 
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or  damage  by  the  wrong  of  another^  he  may  have  an  action  Erek.  of  pua$, 
on  the  case;''  that  is  admitted,  but  the  act  here  is  not    ^  ^^^* 
wrongful  in  itself,  and  the  same  principle  applies  as  that 
which  governs  the  cases  of  actions  for  criminal  prosecu- 
tions.   The  declaration  here  avers  not  only  malice,  but  a 
scienter,  which  was  not  proved.   In  Scheibel  v.  Fairbain  (a), 
the  plaintiff  sued  out  a  capias  ad  respondendum  against 
the  defendant,  and  before  the  latter  was  arrested,  he  paid 
the  debt;  but  it  was  held  that  no  action  would  lie  against 
the  plaintiff  for  neglecting  to  coimtermand  the  writ,  unless 
malice  was  averred  and  proved.     So,  in  Page  v.  fFipk  (&) 
it  was  held,  that  no  action  will  lie  for  not  preventing,  but 
permitting  and  suffering  the  plaintiff  to  be  arrested  after 
payment  of  debt  and  costs  owing  to  the  defendant,  upon 
a  writ  sued  out  before  such  payment :  Lord  Ellenborough, 
C.  J.,  saying  that  he  thought  the  case  not  distinguishable 
from  Scheibel  v.  Fairbain.    In  the  recent  case  of  Saa^m  v. 
Castk  (c),  the  plaintiff  gave  the  defendant  a  warrant  of  at- 
torney to  enter  up  judgment,  if  certain  costs  should  be  un- 
paid within  four  days  after  the  Master  should  have  taxed 
the  same;  the  defendant  procured  a  taxation  ex  parte,  and 
by  an  incorrect  representation  to  the  Master,  obtained  from 
him  an  allocatur  for  more  costs  than  he  was  entitled  to ;  by 
order  of  a  judge,  on  summons,  a  new  taxation  was  directed, 
pending  which  the  defendant  arrested  the  plaintiff.    The 
declaration  alleged  only  that  the  defendant  had  "  wrong- 
fully and  injuriously'^  delivered  the  writ  to  the  sheriff,  and 
the  Court  being  of  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  that  malice 
should  be  averred,  arrested  the  judgment.     So,  in  Gibson 
V.  Chaiers  (d),  it  was  held  that,  in  an  action  for  maliciously 
holding  to  bail,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  writ 
was  sued  out  after  payment  of  the  debt,  if  the  circumstances 
afford  no  inference  of  malice ;  but  in  such  case  evidence  of 


(a)  1  Bos.  &  P.  388.  (c)  6  Adol.  8r  £U.  652. 

(h)  3  Bait,  314.  (d)  2  Bot.  &  P.  129. 
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Ejreh,  rf  PUaa,  actual  malice  most  be  given.  In  Mitchell  t.  Jenkina  {a),  it 
1842.  ^^  j^^2  j^  ^j^^^  -^  ^^  action  for  a  malicious  arrest,  malice  is 
a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  who  are  at  liberty,  but  not 
bound,  to  infer  it  from  the  want  of  probable  cause;  and 
that  the  jury  ought  to  be  directed  to  find  whether  there 
was  malice  or  not.  [Alderson,  B. — The  rule  on  this  sub- 
ject is  correctly  laid  down  in  the  note  to  Hodgson  r.  ScoT' 
lett  {b),  which  I  can  vouch  was  furnished  by  the  late  Mr. 
Justice  HohroydJ]  In  Porter  v.  Weeton  (c),  the  defendant 
having  told  a  bail  that  his  principal  was  likely  to  abscond, 
procured  from  him  directions  to  take  his  affidavit  of  justi- 
fication off  the  file.  The  directions  having  been  given  too 
late,  the  defendant  obtained  by  means  of  them  an  order  of 
a  judge  for  the  render  of  the  principal;  and  it  was  held  that 
an  action  did  not  lie  against  him  for  this  proceeding  at 
the  suit  of  the  principal,  without  alleging  and  proving  ex* 
press  malice.  All  the  authorities  shew  that  an  averment 
of  a  want  of  probable  cause  is  necessary,  and  that  the  ac- 
tion cannot  be  maintained  without  proving  it. 

PlcUty  in  support  of  the  rule. — It  is  not  contended  on 
.  the  other  side,  that  the  order  was  one  which  fell  within 
the  act  of  Parliament,  and  which  the  defendant  had  a  right 
to  register;  and  that  being  so,  the  act  itself  was  wrong- 
ful, and  it  was  not  necessary  that  actual  malice  should  be 
proved.  Where  a  man  sustains  an  injury  and  a  loss  by 
the  act  of  another,  an  action  on  the  case  may  be  main- 
tained. Com.  Dig.,  Action  on  the  Case,  (A).  In  the 
cases  cited,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff  sustained 
any  injury  by  the  mere  act  of  indictment  or  arrest ;  but 
here  both  a  damnum  and  an  injuria  are  alleged  in  the  de- 
claration. Every  man  must  be  taken  to  know  the  law, 
and  then  the  scienter  must  be   taken  to   be   proved. 

(a)  5  B.  &  Adol.  588.  (6)  1  B.  &  Aid.  232. 

(c)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  715  ;  8  Scott,  25. 
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lAlderstm  B. — The  scienter  means  actual  knowledge.]  Ssch.  qf  Pie^, 
The  defendant  committed  an  injuria  by  registering  the  v^f^ 
plaintiff's  property  when  he  had  no  right  to«do  it.  lAlder^ 
9on,  B. — ^What  is  the  injuria  ?  The  registering  of  an  order 
that  is  not  binding  can  do  no  harm :  the  defendant  has 
merely  done  a  nugatory  act.]  By  so  doing,  he  has  pre- 
vented the  plaintiff  from  realising  the  amount  which  he 
might  have  obtained  for  his  property.  In  Beaurain  v. 
Scott  {a),  it  was  held  that  an  action  on  the  case  may  be 
maintained  against  a  judge  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court, 
who  excommunicates  a  party  for  refusing  to  obey  an  order 
which  the  Court  has  not  authority  to  make,  or  when  the 
party  has  not  been  served  with  a  citation  or  monition,  nor 
had  due  notice  of  the  order.  But  further,  if  malice  was 
requisite,  there  was  evidence  of  malice  tendered,  which 
ought  to  have  been  left  to  the  jury. 

Lord  Abinosr,  C.  B. — ^No  doubt  the  plaintiff  in  this 
case  has  suffered  great  prejudice;  but  he  has  done  so 
in  common  with  all  others  who  are  unfortunately  placed 
in  the  same  predicament  with  himself;  and  I  cannot  see 
that,  in  registering  this  order,  the  defendant  Pike  did 
more  than  it  was  proper  for  him  to  do  as  an  attorney  acting 
for  the  benefit  of  his  client  in  a  suit  in  equity.  If  he  were 
guilty  of  a  mistake  in  unnecessarily  registering  this  order, 
I  do  not  see  how  it  could  operate  to  the  injury  of  the 
plaintiff,  for  the  register  refers  to  the  order,  which  would 
speak  for  itself,  and  which  any  one  is  at  liberty  to  inspect ; 
and  therefore,  even  assuming  the  argument  to  be  well 
founded,  that  this  was  an  order  not  proper  to  be  regis- 
tered, no  one  could  make  a  mistake,  or  be  misled  by  that 
circumstance,  since,  unless  supported  by  the  order,  the 
registry  is  a  nullity  as  to  any  effect  it  might  have  on  the 
property  of  any  person,  and  therefore  cannot  work  any  in- 

(a)  3  Camp.  387. 
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£xch.  of  Pleas,  jmy.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
*  ^  whether  or  not  a  particular  order  of  this  kind  ought  to 
GiBBs  effect  the  benefit  conferred  by  the  late  act,  of  binding 
Pike.  the  estate  of  the  party,  this  would  be  a  proper  case  to 
register  it ;  for  here  we  have  a  trustee  who  admits,  by  his 
answer  in  Chancery,  that  the  trust-funds  were  remaining 
in  his  hands,  and  the  attorney  had  good  reason  to  think 
that  his  real  estate  would  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Court :  but  even  supposing  him  to  be  wrong  in  this  view, 
still,  if  there  was  a  reasonable  doubt  on  the  subject,  there 
was  a  probable  cause  for  his  registering  the  order.  So 
that,  take  it  either  way,  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  pro- 
tects him  from  the  charge  of  having  acted  maliciously  and 
wrongfully,  and  with  intent  to  injure  the  plaintiff.  If  the 
order  and  the  registry  are  a  nullity,  there  is  no  harm 
done;  if  they  are  not  so,  they  would  be  good  and  valid, 
and  so  no  wrong  be  done.  But  then  it  is  said,  that  the 
Master  of  the  BoUs  doubted,  and  I  confess  I  entertain 
doubts  myself,  whether  this  is  an  order  within  the  words 
of  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  ss.  18,  19;  and  on  the  first 
.blush  of  the  matter,  I  was  inclined  to  say  it  was  not ; 
but  I  think  it  comes  within  the  equity  of  the  statute, 
and  was  one  which  might  fairly  be  registered,  with  the 
view  of  raising  the  question.  That  appears  to  dispose  al- 
together of  the  case.  But  Mr.  Plati  says,  that  he  tendered 
evidence  of  malice ;  still,  unless  it  would  go  far  enough  to 
shew  that  the  defendant  knew  he  was  doing  wrong,  it 
could  not  make  out  the  plaintiff's  case.  But  I  cannot 
agree  to  the  principle  of  taking  the  statements  of  counsel 
on  such  a  point  as  that.  What  record  can  you  properly 
appeal  to  for  what  took  place  at  the  trial,  except  the 
judge's  notes?  It  is  always  in  the  power  of  counsel^ 
who  is  dissatisfied  at  the  rejection  of  a  piece  of  evidence, 
to  tender  a  bill  of  exceptions;  or  he  may  first  ask  the 
judge  to  make  a  note  of  the  tender,  and  if  the  request  is 
denied,  then  tender  his  bill  of  exceptions.    But  in  the 
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course  of  a  trials  many  points  of  evidence  are  suggested,  E*eh,  rf  pua$, 
on  which  the  judge  gives  a  hasty  opinion ;  and  if  counsel 
do  not  press  the  point,  or  ask  the  judge  to  make  a  note  of 
it,  what  is  the  Court  in  banc  to  do,  when  the  question  of 
the  admissibility  of  the  evidence  is  brought  before  them? 
If  they  depart  firom  the  judge's  note  as  the  record  of  what 
took  place  at  the  trial,  what  a  wide  field  of  discussion 
would  be  opened !  They  would  have  to  take,  in  the  first 
instance,  whatever  the  objecting  counsel  might  suggest, 
whose  representation  of  the  facts  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  denied  by  the  counsel  on  the  other  side,  and  the  Court 
would  be  plunged  into  a  sea  of  difficulty.  Is  it  not  better 
to  take  the  judge's  note  as  authority?  and  when  a  par- 
ticular fact  is  not  found  there,  counsel  ought  not  after- 
wards to  raise  a  question  upon  it.  I  should  never  feel 
offended  at  a  bill  of  exceptions  being  tendered;  and  in  the 
present  case,  I  should  have  taken  a  note  of  the  point,  if 
pressed  to  do  so;  but  as  I  have  no  note  of  its  being  ten« 
dered,  I  cannot  admit  its  rejection  as  the  ground  for  a 
new  trial. 

Aldebson,  B. — I  quite  agree  with  my  Lord  Chief  Baron 
on  the  main  point  in  this  case,  and  also  as  to  the  necessity 
of  counsel  distinctly  making  a  formal  tender  to  the  Judge 
at  Nisi  Prius  of  evidence  which  he  has  declared  inadmissi- 
ble. Such  a  course  puts  the  fact  beyond  all  dispute  at  a 
subsequent  period,  and  saves  all  the  difficulties  which  might 
arise  from  a  contest  between  the  opposite  counsel  as  to  what 
took  place  at  the  trial.  Upon  the  general  question,  how- 
ever, it  appears  to  me  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 
In  order  to  sustain  this  action,  the  plaintiff  is  bound  to  shew 
an  injury  done  to  him ;  and  the  question  is,  whether  the 
mere  act  of  registering  this  order  in  the  Common  Pleas 
office  does  per  se  constitute  one.  It  is  an  order  by  which 
the  Court  of  Chancery  orders  the  plaintiff  to  pay  a  sum  of 
1404/.  2$.  into  Court  to  the  credit  of  a  cause;  and  the 
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Etch.  o/PUas^  question  is,  is  that  an  order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  or 


1842, 


Master  of  the  Bolls,  whereby  a  sum  of  money  is  made 
GiBBs  payable  to  any  person,  within  the  meaning  of  1  &  2  Vict. 
Pi».  c.  110,  s.  18  ?  Now,  whether  it  be  such  an  order  or  not, 
is  a  proposition  on  which  I  do  not  mean  at  present  to  give 
any  definite  opinion;  but  it  is  certainly  within  the  equita- 
ble meaning  of  the  clause,  because  it  is  intended  to  take 
effect  against  the  property  of  the  party,  and  not  to  be  de- 
feated because  he  chooses  to  remain  in  prison  and  refuses, 
to  pay ;  in  such  case  it  was  the  general  object  of  the  act 
to  render  his  property  liable.  Now,  although  that  section 
confers  on  an  order  of  this  nature  the  effect  of  a  judgment 
at  common  law,  it  still  renders  it  necessary  to  be  registered, 
in  order  to  bind  the  land  of  the  party  against  whom  it  is 
obtained.  Here,  then,  that  party  is  in  possession  of  the 
land,  and  the  party  by  whom  the  order  was  obtained  regis-* 
ters  it.  If  that  order  will  bind  the  land,  he  has  only  done 
what  he  ought  to  do ;  and  if  it  will  not,  it  becomes  of 
course  inoperative  and  harmless.  How  then  is  his  regis* 
tering  the  order  an  injurious  or  wrongful  act  to  any  one? 
It  is  •clear  it  is  not.  It  causes  no  damage — ^it  is  no  injuri- 
ous act ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to 
maintain  this  action,  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to  shew  that 
this  act,  in  its  nature  not  wrongful,  has  become  so  in  con- 
sequence of  its  having  been  done  through  a  bad  motive. 
For  this  purpose,  and  in  order  to  render  the  act  wrongful 
and  injurious,  he  is  bound  to  add  to  the  fact  of  registering 
the  order  the  absence  of  reasonable  and  probable  cause, 
and  a  malicious  motive  for  doing  so.  If  those  motives  are 
relied  on  and  averred,  they  should  be  proved.  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  take  into  our  consideration  the  evidence 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Plait;  but  suppose  it  were  admitted^ 
how  would  it  prove  the  want  of  reasonable  and  probable 
cause,  or  that  this  was  not  a  proper  order  to  be  registered? 
On  the  contrary,  the  jury,  had  the  point  been  left  to  them, 
would  probably  have  found  that  the  defendant  Pike,  when 


HILARY   TXBM^  5  YICT.  868 

he  did  the  act^  did  so  fairly^  under  the  belief  that  he  was  Bxeh.  tf  puag, 
only  doing  what  was  right. 

Gurnet^  B.^  concurred. 

Bule  discharged. 


Llotd  and  Another  v.  Blackburn.  Jan.  12. 

V^OVENANT  on  an  indenture  of  apprenticeship  against  Where,  to  an  ac- 
the  father  of  the  apprentice,  assigning  breaches  by  the  on  an^inSemare 

apprentice.  of  apprentice- 

^■^  ship  against  the 

The  defendant,  being  under  terms  of  pleading  issuably,  fiither,  for 

after  setting  out  the  indenture  on  oyer,  pleaded,  that  at  apprentfcef  the^ 

the  time  of  making  the  said  indenture,  the  plaintiffs  J*flJ"^^nder 

carried  on  the  business  of  engineers,  as  copartners :  that  *«""«  of  piead- 

.       ,  .  1  ,         .  ,      ,  i»8  issuably, 

the  apprenticeship  and  covenant  were  made  with  them  as  pleaded  that 
such  copartners,  and  not  otherwise ;  and  that  before  any  Lim>d^on  the 

breach  of  duty  by  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  dissolved  *»?"»"»  of ««- 
*     •'  '  *  gineers  as  co- 

partnership, partners,  that 

the  covenants 
were  made  with 

Peacock  having  obtained  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  de-  ^^^cn -^and 
fendant  to  shew  cause  why  this  plea  should  not  be  set  ^*>«t  *>«fo«  "ny 

,-.,.  .  1,1  breach  of  duty, 

aside,  on  the  ground  of  its  not  being  an  issuable  plea —       they  dissolved 

partnership  :— 
Jffeid,  that  the 

Byles  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  plea  is  an  issuable  one.  p**' 7*"  "  *•". 

^  ^  snable  one,  and 

The  apprentice  has  covenanted  to  serve  the  two  partners,  ought  not  to  be 
and  when  the  partnership  is  dissolved,  there  necessarily  is 
an  end  of  the  apprenticeship,  as  the  apprentice  cannot 
serve  them  both.  There  is  an  implied  condition  that  the 
partnership  shall  continue.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  greatest 
inconvenience  might  result.  Supppse,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion, one  of  the  partners  were  to  reside  in  Yorkshire,  and 
the  other  in  London,  which  of  them  is  the  apprentice  to 
serve  and  be  with?    In  case  a  master  dies,  there  is  clearly 
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*^*1  W2*'*^'  a  dissolution  of  tlie  contract ;  there  is,  however,  no  such 
^  ■■  V  — ^     condition  expressed;  but  there  is  an  implied  condition. 
^J^       This  at  least  shews  that  the  plea  is  an  issuable  one,  and 
Blackburn.    {^  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  set  aside. 

Peacock,  contra. — ^There  is  a  covenant  in  the  deed  to 
teach  the  apprentice  the  trade  and  business ;  but  there  is 
no  allegation  in  the  plea,  that  anything  has  occurred  to 
put  it  out  of  the  plaintiff's  power  to  teach  the  apprentice. 
It  simply  amounts  to  this,  that  there  has  been  a  dissolu- 
tion. The  deed  contains  no  stipulation  limiting  the  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  duration  of  the  partnership,  and  the 
dissolution  cannot  put  an  end  to  the  contract  of  appren- 
ticeship. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  plea 
ought  not  to  be  set  aside  as  not  being  an  issuable  one,  as  it 
raises  a  fit  question  for  discussion.  I  do  not  express  any 
opinion  upon  the  question  itself.  It  may  be  possible  that 
where,  on  a  dissolution  of  partnership,  one  partner  agrees 
to  resign  the  apprentice  to  the  other,  the  apprenticeship 
may  still  subsist.  On  that,  however,  I  give  no  opinion. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  the  plea  ought  not  to  be  set  aside. 

Alderson,  B.,  and  Gurnet,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 
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Bteh.  of  Pleoit 
1842. 

Nicholson  and  Others  r.  Hood.  j^^  15 

Assumpsit.— The  declaration  stated,  that  on  the  6th  Where  o., 
April,  1838,  in  consideration  that  the  plaintiffs,  at  the  re-  H'eepeTor'a 
quest  of  the  defendant,  would  from  time  to  time  supply  P"^"^. '**:"^' 
goods  to  one  Charles  Nash  on  credit,  the  defendant  pro-  of  it  to  N.,  who 
miaed  and  guaranteed  to  the  plaintiffs  the  payment  of  the  oecupationofic, 
price  of  any  goods  the  plaintiffs  should  at  any  time  supply  ie^*iS^i*n  " 
to  the  said  C.  Nash,  to  the  extent  of  £S0}  and  the  plain-  the  name  of  G.; 

.  .  and  a  quantity 

tiffs  aver,  that  they,  conndmg  m  the  said  promise  of  the  of  spirits,  which 
defendant,  did  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  ^^t"for  iu%e!' 
aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  &c.,  supply  ^*|U^4'*°^76* 
the  said  C.  Nash  with,  and  seU  and  deliver  to  him,  goods,  the  was  supplied  by 

,  -  .1,         1  M         •*»•.«-■>«        a  distiller  on  the 

prices  whereof  amounted  to  a  large  sum,  to  wit,  51/.  15«.,  order  of  N.,  and 
on  certain  credit  then  agreed  on  between  the  plaintiffs  and  fhe  premise  in 
the  said  C.  Nash;  and  although  the  said  credit,  and  the  ^estion:— 
time  for  the  payment  of  the  said  prices  of  the  said  goods,  permit  made 
had  elapsed  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  and  of  G.^was^a'™^ 
although  the  said  C.  Nash  hath  paid  and  satisfied  the  ^'""J/^*' 
plaintiffs  the  sum  of  £25,  parcel  of  the  said  sum  of  51/.  15«.,  statute, 
yet  the  said  C.  Nash  hath  not  (although  he  was  afterwards, 
to  wit,  on  the  7th  December,  1840,  requested  by  the  plain- 
tiffs so  to  do)  as  yet  paid  to  them  the  residue  of  the  said 
sum  of  51/.  15^.,  such  residue  amounting  to  26/.  15^.,  or 
any  part  thereof,  &c.,  but  hath  hitherto  neglected  and 
refused  so  to  do,  of  which  the  defendant  had  notice,  &c. 

Pleas :  first,  non  assumpsit;  secondly,  that  the  plaintiff 
did  not  supply  the  said  C.  Nash  with,  or  sell  and  deliver 
to  him,  the  said  goods;  thirdly,  that  the  goods  in  the  de- 
claration mentioned  to  have  been  supplied  to  the  said  C. 
Nash,  and  sold  and  delivered  to  him  by  the  plaintiffs  as 
therein  mentioned,  were  commodities  for  the  removal  of 
which  a  permit  was,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  thereof  as 
hereafter  mentioned,  by  law  required;  and  which  said 
commodities  were  before  then,  to  wit,  on  the  days  and 
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Mxeh.  of  PUa$,  times  in  the  said  declaration  in  that  behalf  mentioned^ 
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supplied^  and  sold  and  delivered  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  said 
C.  Nash^  and  removed  fix)m  and  oat  of  certain  stock  of  the 
plaintiffs,  and  by  them  delivered  to  the  said  C.  Nash,  with- 
out a  permit  accompanying  them,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
or  any  part  thereof,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  &c.    Verification. 

Replication  to  the  last  plea,  that  a  permit,  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  said  goods,  did  accompany  them  ac- 
cording to  the  statute,  &c.;  on  which  issue  was  joined. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middle- 
sex Sittings  after  last  Trinity  Term,  it  appeared  that  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Gilmore,  being  in  the  occupation  of  a 
public-house,  sold  the  lease  jo{  it  to  one  Charles  Nash,  for 
whom  a  guarantee  had  been  given,  and  who  entered  into 
the  occupation  of  the  premises,  but  the  license  was  con- 
tinued in  the  name  of  Gilmore,  until  a  new  one  could  be 
procured  in  the  name  of  Nash.  The  goods  in  question, 
being  a  quantity  of  spirits  which  required  a  permit  for 
their  removal,  were  supplied  to  Nash  at  this  public-house, 
but  the  permit  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  Gilmore. 
One  of  the  ofScers  of  excise,  on  being  examined,  said  that 
the  permit  was  in  the  proper  form,  and  if  it  had  been  made 
out  to  Nash  instead  of  Gilmore,  he  should  have  seized  the 
goods.  On  this  evidence,  the  defendant's  counsel  objected 
that  the  permit  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  2  Will.  4,  c.  16,  for  consolidating  and  amend- 
ing the  laws  regulating  the  granting  and  issuing  of 
permits  (a) ;  but  the  learned  Judge  overruled  the  objeo- 

(a)  The  following  are  tlie  sec-  excise,  until  a  request  note,  or  re- 

tions  of  the  stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  16,  quisition  in  writing,  shall  have  been 

which  were  referred  to  in  the  argu-  delivered  by  or  in  behalf  of  the 

ment: —  person    requiring    such    permit  ; 

Sect.  5  eifacts,  "  That  no  permit  and  every  permit  which  shall  be 

shall  be  granted  by  any  officer  of  granted  widiout  a  request  note  or 
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tion,  and  left  the  case  to  the  jury,  who  fonnd  for  the  plain- 
tiffs for  the  amount  claimed;  leave  having  been  reserved 


requisition  being  delivered  in  man- 
ner required  by  this  act,  shall  be 
actually  void,  and  shall  not  protect 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize 
mentioned  in  such  permit." 

The  6th  sect,  enacts,  «  That 
every  request  note  for  any  permit 
shall  contain  the  date  thereof,  and 
the  name  of  the  place  from  which 
and  the  place  to  which  the  com- 
modities therein  mentioned  are 
to  be  carried,  and  the  mode  of 
conveyance  by  which  such  com- 
modities are  to  be  removed,  and 
shall  likewise  contain  the  real  name 
and  surname,  and  place  of  abode, 
of  the  person  or  persons  sending 
such  commodities,  and  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  they  are  to  be  sent, 
and,  in  case  of  a  company  or  co- 
partnership, the  name  of  the  firm, 
company,  or  copartnership,  toge- 
ther with  such  other  particulars  as 
the  commissioners  of  excise  shall 
from  time  to  time  direct  or  appoint, 
or  as  shall  be  required  by  any  act 
or  acts  relating  to  the  commodities 
in  respect  of  which  the  permit  shall 
be  required;  and  every  such  re- 
quest note  shall  be  signed  by  the 
person  requiring  the  permit,  or  by 
his  or  her  known  clerk  or  servant ; 
and  no  permit  shall  be  granted  on 
any  request  note  which  shall  not 
be  so  signed,  and  contain  the  seve- 
ral particulars  aforesaid." 

The  7th  sect,  enacts,  "  That 
every  permit  to  be  granted  for  the 
removal  of  any  commodities,  shall 
be  made  out  in  conformity  with  the 
request  note ;  and  every  such  pei^ 
mit  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  shall 

VOL.  IX.  C 


be  marked,  stamped,  and  printed 
with  such  stamps,  marks,  figures, 
and  devices,  and  shall  contain  such 
particulars,  as  the  commissioners 
of  excise  shall  direct" 

The  8th  sect  enacts,  **  That 
every  officer  of  excise,  empowered 
to  grant  permits,  shall  express  and 
limit  in  every  permit  granted  by 
him,  as  well  the  time  during  which 
such  permit  shall  be  in  force  for 
removing  the  commodities  for  which 
the  permit  shall  be  obtained  from 
and  out  of  the  stock  of  the  person 
taking  out  such  permit,  as  also  the 
time  within  which  the  same  com- 
modities shall  be  delivered  and  ac- 
tually received  into  the  stock  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same 
shall  be  so  permitted  to  be  sent ; 
and  every  permit  which  shall  not 
be  actually  used,  as  directed  by  this 
act,  within  the  time  expressed  and 
limited  in  such  permit,  shall,  witlv- 
in  the  said  time,  be  returned  and 
redelivered  by  the  person  who  shall 
have  obtained  the  same  to  the  pro- 
per officer  of  excise  ;  and  if  any 
permit  shall  not  be  so  returned  as 
aforesaid,  and,  upon  taking  an  ac- 
count by  any  officer  or  officers  of 
excise,  of  the  stock  remaining  in 
the  hands  or  custody  of  the  person 
or  persons  from  or  out  of  whose 
stock  the  commodities  mentioned 
in  such  permit  were  thereby  autho- 
rized to  be  removed,  there  shall  not 
appear  a  sufficient  decrease  to  an- 
swer the  removal  of  the  commo- 
dities mentioned  in  such  permit, 
then  the  person  or  persons  from  or 
out  of  whose  stock  the  commodities 
C  M.  W. 


Sxeh,  qf  PUa$, 
1842. 
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Bxck.  qf  PUoi,  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict.    A  rule 
1842 

'  '    obtained  accordingly  in  Michaelmas  Term,  against  which 

KiCBOLtON 


Hood* 


mentioned  in  such  permit  were  there- 
by authorized  to  be  removed,  shall 
forfeit  and  lose  the  like  quantity  of 
commodities  so  permitted  to  be  re- 
moved and  not  removed  according 
to  such  permission,  and  the  same 
may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  ex- 
cise ;  and  in  case  any  commodities 
specified  in  any  permit  shall  be  re- 
moved from  the  stock  of  the  person 
taking  out  such  permit,  and  the 
same  shall  not,  within  tlie  time  ex- 
pressed and  limited  in  such  permit, 
be  actually  delivered  and  received 
into  the  stock  of  the  person  or  per^ 
sons  to  whom  the  same  are  men- 
tioned in  such  permit  to  be  sent, 
then  and  in  every  such  case,  all 
such  commodities  so  removed  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
goods  removed  or  removing  with- 
out permit,  and  shall  be  forfeited 
and  seized  accordingly." 

By  sect.  11 ,  all  goods  removed 
without  a  permit  are  to  be  forfeited, 
and  the  person  removing  them  is  to 
forfeit  i£200. 

By  sect.  12  it  is  enacted,  "  That 
in  any  action  or  suit  at  law  or  in 
equity  on  any  bond,  bill,  note,  or 
other  security,  contract,  agreement, 
promise,  or  undertaking,  where  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  considera- 
tion thereof  shall  be  for  the  value 
or  price  of  any  commodities,  for  the 
removal  of  which  a  permit  is  or 
shall  be  required,  and  for  and  with 
which  a  proper  permit  shall  not 
have  been  given,  the  defendant  in 
such  action  or  suit  may  plead  and 
give  in  evidence  that  such  com- 
modities were  delivered  without  a 


permit  accompanying  them;  and 
if  the  jury  shall  find  that  such 
goods  were  delivered  without  a  true 
and  lawful  permit  having  been  ob- 
tained for  the  removal  thereof,  they 
shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  if  such  commodities  shall 
have  been  sold  for  ready  money,  or 
if  the  person  selling  the  same  shall 
otherwise  have  been  paid  or  satis- 
fied for  the  value  or  price  thereof 
it  shall  be  lawliil  for  the  person 
who  shall  have  paid  or  satisfied 
such  value  or  price,  within  twelve 
calendar  months  after  payment  or 
satisfaction  made,  to  recover  back 
from  the  seller  of  such  commodities 
the  amount  of  the  value  or  price  of 
such  commodities,  to  be  sued  for 
and  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  or 
on  the  case  in  any  of  his  Majesty's 
courts  of  record." 

And  by  sect.  19,  **  Whenever,  on 
the  trial  of  any  information,  suit, 
action,  or  other  proceeding  at  law, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  prove  the 
issuing  of  any  permit,  or  the  con- 
tents thereof,  the  counterpart  of 
such  permit,  together  with  the  re- 
quest note,  may  in  all  cases  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence  and  proof  that 
such  permit  was  granted  and  issued^ 
and  of  the  contents  thereof,  accord- 
ing to  the  purport  of  such  counter- 
part and  request  note,  without  pro- 
ducing or  requiring  the  production 
of  the  original  permit ;  and  it  shall 
not  be  necessary  to  prove  any  order 
of  the  commissioners  of  excise,  ap- 
pointing or  directing  the  form  of 
any  such  permit,  or  of  any  counter- 
part thereof  respectively." 
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Otter  and  Hugh  HiU  now  shewed  cause.  The  permit  Exeh.  rf  pum, 
granted  for  the  remoral  of  these  goods  was  snffici^nt  in  .  ^'  ^ 
point  of  law.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  provisions  Nicholson 
of  the  act  have  been  complied  with,  rather  than  the  con*  Hood^ 
trary ;  and  therefore  the  onus  of  shewing  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  permit  lay  upon  the  defendant.  Now  it 
is  not  pretended  that  the  permit  is  at  Tariance  with  the 
request  notCi  or  that  the  commodities  are  improperly  de- 
scribed ;  but  the  objection  is,  that  that  part  of  the  6th 
section  has  not  been  complied  with,  which  requires  ''that 
every  request  note  shall  contain  the  real  name  and  sur- 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  the  person  sending  such  com- 
modities, and  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  to  be  sent :'' 
that  the  real  name  of  the  party  to  whom  these  goods  were  to 
be  sent  was  incorrectly  given,  inasmuch  as  Nash,  and  not 
GUlmore,  was  the  real  purchaser  of  the  goods.  But  the 
evidence  of  the  excise  officer  shewed  that  the  permit  was 
correct  in  point  of  form,  and  that  if  it  had  been  in  the 
name  of  Nash,  he  should  have  seized  the  goods.  The  6th 
section  is  merely  a  direction  to  the  officers  of  excise  as  to 
what  they  shall  put  into  the  permit;  and  it  does  not  say 
that  the  permit  shall  be  void  if  those  provisions  are  not 
complied  with.  It  cannot  be  that  a  person  selling  spuits 
is  bound  to  find  out  the  real  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  goods  are  to  be  sent.  In  Res  v.  The  Commiseianere  of 
Excise  (a),  Aehhurst,  J.,  said  that  these  statutes  ought  to 
receive  a  liberal  construction.  The  7th  section,  as  to  the 
form  of  the  permit,  is  altogether  directory;  and  it  does  not 
say  that  an  informal  permit  shall  be  void,  or  inflict  a 
penalty  for  it,  in  which  last  case  it  might  be  constructively 
void:  Bartlett  v.  Vinor  {b).  There  is  no  form  of  a  permit 
given  in  this  statute,  nor  does  it  require  that  it  shall  con- 
tain all  that  is  stated  in  the  request  note.  It  may  be 
assumed  that  the  request  note  stated  what  it  ought  to  do. 

(a)  2  T.  R.  381.  (6)  Cartfaew,  251. 

C  C  2 
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£xeh,  of  Pleas,  This  is  a  case  of  great  importance,  for  if  this  permit  be  held 
^^^'  ^    to  be  insuJKcient,  every  man  who  sells  any  quantity  of 
Nicholson     spirits  wiU  be  bound  to  find  out  the  real  name  of  the  pur- 
chasers before  he  sends  them  out. 


HOOE^ 


Petersdofff,  contra. — The  words  of  the  8th  section  clearly 
shew  that  this  permit  is  invalid ;  for  they  provide  "  that 
every  officer  of  excise  empowered  to  grant  permits,  shall 
express  and  limit  in  every  permit  granted  by  him,  as  well 
the  time  during  which  such  permit  shall  be  in  force  for 
removing  the  commodities  for  which  the  permit  shall  be 
obtained,  from  or  oui  of  the  stock  of  the  person  taking  out 
such  permit,  as  also  the  time  within  which  the  same  commo^ 
dities  shall  be  delivered  and  actually  received  into  the  stock 
of  the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  permitted  to  be  sent, 
ifc"  That  shews  that  the  permit  is  to  be  made  out,  not 
in  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  nominally 
sent,  but  in  the  name  of  the  person  of  whose  stock  they 
are  to  form  a  part.  And  adverting  to  the  whole  tenor  of 
the  act,  the  legislature  shews  a  clear  intention  that  no  per- 
son's name  shall  be  inserted  except  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  the  goods  are  really  sent,  and  of  whose  stock  they  are 
to  form  part.  If  the  question  were  left  to  the  jury  to  say  to 
whom  were  these  goods  sent,  they  could  never  be  said  to  have 
been  sent  to  Gilmore,  who  was  a  mere  stranger,  having  no 
interest  whatever  in  them.  If  this  permit  were  to  be  held 
sufficient,  it  would  open  a  wide  door  to  frauds  upon  the  reve- 
nue,  and  defeat  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  which  was 
to  prevent  the  frauds  resulting  from  permits  being  taken 
out  in  the  name  of  fictitious  or  nominal  parties. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — This  is  a  case  in  which  I  have 
felt  considerable  doubt,  but  upon  the  whole  we  think  the 
rule  ought  to  be  discharged.  The  only  question  is,  whether 
the  regulations  required  by  the  commissioners  of  excise, 
relative  to  the  matters  to  be  inserted  in  every  permit,  have 
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been  duly  complied  with.  The  commissioners  see  the  per-  Ezeh.  0/  pieat^ 
son  to  whom  the  goods  are  sold,  and,  as  they  hare  no 
power  to  send  them  except  to  the  premises  of  that  party, 
we  must  presume  they  had  directions  to  send  them  to  Gil- 
more,  and  make  out  the  permit  in  his  name.  That  they 
accordingly  do ;  and  we  have  it  in  evidence,  that  if  this 
permit  had  been  made  out  in  any  other  way,  the  commis- 
sioners would  have  deemed  it  an  illegal  one.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  shew  that  this  permit  was  contradictory  to  the 
request  note;  nor  is  there  any  fraud  on  the  revenue  in 
this  mode  of  proceeding,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  is  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  the  commissioners  of  excise, 
to  whose  discretion  it  was  manifestly  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  to  commit  it. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^There  is  this  difficulty  pressing  on  the 
defendant  in  this  case,  that  the  onus  lies  upon  him  to  shew 
that  this  permit  is  bad.  The  7th  section  of  the  statute 
requires  every  permit  to  be  made  out  in  such  form  as  the. 
commissioners  of  excise  shall  direct;  and  the  19th  pro- 
vides, that  a  counterpart  of  such  permit  shall  be  evidence, 
without  requiring  the  production  of  the  original.  Now, 
we  must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  evidence  of  the 
officer  of  excise,  in  this  case,  is  equivalent  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  counterpart,  otherwise  there  would  be  no  evi- 
dence of  the  contents  of  this  permit  at  all;  and  if  we  take 
his  evidence  on  the  subject,  it  is  to  the  effect  that  he  con- 
sidered the  permit  a  regular  one.  Now,  there  are  no 
directions  given  in  the  statute  as  to  the  mere  form  of  the 
permit;  and  the  section  I  have  already  referred  to  says, 
that  the  counterpart  is  to  be  admissible  in  evidence  in  all 
cases  where  it  shall  be  necessary  to  prove  the  issuing  of 
any  permit,  or  the  contents  thereof;  thus,  as  it  should 
seem,  rendering  the  counterpart  or  evidence  of  the  excise 
officer,  evidence  not  only  of  the  fact  of  such  permit  having 
been  issued,  but  also  of  its  contents.    In  short,  the  effect 
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Mitch,  qf  PUoif  of  the  19th  Beet,  is  to  snbstitate  pisurol  evidence  far  tiiat 
which  would  othemise  be  the  strict  legal  evidence,  namelj, 
the  permit  itself;  and,  if  this  parol  evidence  is  receivable^ 
does  it  not  go  to  the  length  of  shewing  that  a  legal  permit 
was  issued  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  7th 
section? 


OuBNET,  B. — ^These  goods  are  forwarded  to  the  premises 
of  Oilmore,  accompanied  by  a  permit  in  his  name.  What 
possible  objection  can  there  be  to  Nash  going  to  the  excise 
officer  to  request  liquors  to  be  sent  to  Oilmore,  with  a  per- 
mit accordingly? 

Bule  discharged. 


/an.  20. 

Where  the 
•heriff  sella  a 
term  taken  in 
execution  un- 
der a^L/a.,  to 
the  execution 
creditor,  but 
executes  no  as- 
si^ment  in 
writing  of  the 
term,  the  estate 
remains  in  the 
debtor,  and  the 
execution  cre- 
ditor has  no 
defence  to  an 
ejectment  at 
his  suit 


Doe  d.  Hughes  t;.  Jones. 

jnLT  the  trial  of  this  ejectment^  before  Wightmany  J., 
at  the  last  assizes  at  Jjancaster,  it  appeared  that  one 
Wright,  the  owner  of  the  premises  in  question,  had  in  the 
year  1827  leased  them  to  the  lessor  of  the  plaintilBP  for 
fourteen  years,  at  a  rent  payable  half-yearly,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  had  occupied  and  paid  rent  up  to  the  year  1889, 
when  a  fieri  facias  was  put  in  at  the  suit  of  the  defendant, 
under  which  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff's  goods,  and  the 
lease  of  the  premises,  were  taken  in  execution,  and  sold  by 
the  sheriff.  The  defendant  became  the  purchaser  of  the 
lease,  which  was  accordingly  handed  over  to  him,  and  he 
entered  and  paid  rent  to  the  owner;  but  no  assignment  in 
writing  of  the  lease  had  been  made  by  the  sheriff  to  the 
defendant.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  learned  Judge 
was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  defence  at  law  to  this 
ejectment,  and  under  his  direction  a  verdict  passed  for  the 
plaintiff. 


HILAET   TEEM,  6  TICT.  878 

Ihmda»f  in  Michaelmas  Term  last,  obtained  a  role  to  &«*•  0/  ^Ua», 
shew  cause  why  there  should  not  be  a  new  trial,  on  the 
ground  of  misdirection* 

W.  H.  WaUtm  {Cre$sweU  was  with  him)  shewed  cause. — 
This  is  a  case  clearly  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds, 
and  the  interest  remains  in  the  lessor  of  the  plain- 
tiff. The  8rd  section  of  that  statute  enacts,  ''that  no 
leases,  estates,  or  interests,  either  of  freehold  or  terms  of 
years,  or  any  uncertain  interest,  not  being  copyhold  or 
customary  interest,  of,  in,  to,  or  out  of  any  messuages, 
manors,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  shall  at  any 
time  be  assigned,  granted,  or  surrendered,  unless  it  be  by 
deed  or  note  in  writing,  signed  by  the  party  so  assigning, 
granting,  or  surrendering  the  same,  or  their  agents  there- 
unto lawfully  authorized  by  writing,  or  by  act  and  opera* 
tion  of  law.''  Now  here  there  is  no  assignment  in  writing, 
and  the  question  is,  was  there  one  by  act  and  operation  of 
law  ?  Clearly  not;  for  the  sheriff  had  no  interest  in  the 
lease ;  he  had  merely  a  power  to  dispose  of  it,  which  he 
could  only  execute  by  an  instrument  in  writing.  The 
effect  of  a  seizure  under  a  fieri  facias  is  to  give  the 
sheriff  only  a  special  property  in  the  goods ;  the  general 
property  of  the  owner  is  not  divested :  Morland  t.  PeU 
but  (a).  In  the  case  of  a  leasehold  interest,  the  sheriff 
has  no  right  whatever  to  enter  into  possession  of  the 
premises,  but  has  only  a  power  to  sell  and  assign  the 
lease.  There  are  a  rariety  of  cases  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  sheriff  should  execute  the  writ.  One  of  them 
is  Palmer's  case  {b).  In  Bex  y.  Deane  (c),  it  was  held 
that  if  a  sheriff,  on  a  fieri  facias,  sell  a  lease  or  term  of 
a  house,  he  cannot  and  must  not  put  the  person  out  of 
possession,  and  the  vendee  in;  but  the  vendee  must  bring 
his  qectment.    That  is  a  strong  authority,  because  it 

(a)  8  B.  & C.  722  ;  2  Man. &  R.411.         (b)  4  Co.  74 ;  Cro.  Elis.  584. 
(e)  2  Show.  85. 


874  CASES  IN   THE   EXCHEQUER, 

Sxeh.  qf  Pleat,  shews  that  when  he  has  assigned  the  lease,  he  merely  con- 
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fers  the  title,  not  the  possession.  It  has  never  been  said 
that  the  sheriff,  by  selling  the  lease,  interfered  with  the 
possession.  There  are  some  dicta  which  would  seem  to  the 
contrary  in  Taylor  v.  Cole  (a),  bnt  the  point  has  never  yet 
been  decided.  Under  a  fi.  fa.  the  sheriff  merely  takes  the 
parchment  containing  the  lease,  with  a  power  to  dispose  of 
it.  The  sheriff  has  done  nothing  here  bnt  made  a  mere 
seizure  of  the  lease.  If  the  Court  were  to  hold  that  the 
seizure  of  the  lease  amounted  to  an  assignment  by  opera- 
tion of  law,  the  sheriff  would  become  liable  to  the  cove- 
nants. It  has  been  held  that  a  provisional  assignee  is  not 
an  assignee  of  such  a  nature  as  so  to  become  liable.  The 
lessor  of  the  plaintiff  has  still  the  legal  interest  in  him,  and 
is  therefore  entitled  to  recover.  The  sheriff  has  a  colla* 
teral  power;  but  it  is  only  a  power  which  he  may  still 
exercise,  and  assign  the  lease  back  to  the  plaintiff. 

Dundas  and  Crompton^  in  support  of  the  rule.  There  was 
in  this  case  an  assignment  by  act  and  operation  of  law.  This 
is  the  very  case  to  which  the  Statute  of  Frauds  has  reference. 
Before  the  statute,  chattels  real  as  well  as  personal  passed 
by  parol.  In  cases  of  bankruptcy  the  property  passes  by 
operation  of  law,  and  this  is  in  principle  the  very  same 
case  as  that  of  bankruptcy.  Although  it  is  usual  for  the 
sheriff,  under  such  circumstances,  to  execute  a  deed  of 
assignment,  it  is  not  in  strictness  necessary ;  for  the  assign- 
ment is  complete  by  operation  of  law  the  moment  the  pur- 
chaser accepts  the  lease.  It  is  remarkable,  that  it  is  no 
where  said  that  the  sheriff  must  execute  an  assignment* 
In  Doe  d.  Mitchinson  v.  Carter  {b),  it  was  held  that  the 
sale  of  a  lease,  under  an  execution  against  the  lessee,  did 
not  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease  under  the  covenant 
not  to  assign.    In  Hiffffins  v.  M^Adam  {c),  the  Court  said, 

(a)  3  T.  R.  292.  (6)  8  T.  R.  57.  (c)  3  You.  &  J.  13. 
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''The  rale  is,  that  when  execution  is  executed  the  property  BxeK  rf  Pkasf 
is  changed^  and  execution  is  said  to  be  executed  when  a  *  ^ 

sale  has  taken  place/'  That  was  a  case  of  execution  against  i>?b 
the  goods^  but  there  is  no  distinction  in  that  respect.  In  Hoqhss 
GUes  V.  Graver  {a),  Alderson,  B.,  adopts  that  rule^  and  lays  jombs. 
it  down  thus :  '^  It  is  not  until  after  the  sale  that  the  right 
of  the  execution  creditor  is  consummate/'  After  being 
put  into  possession  under  the  sale,  could  the  Crown  take 
the  term  under  an  extent?  ih^ain  ▼.  Morland{b)  shews 
that  they  could  not^  and  that  as  soon  as  the  execution  was 
executed  the  Crown  had  no  right.  In  this  case,  when  the 
defendant  was  put  into  possession  by  the  bill  of  sale,  the 
title  was  consummated.  In  Doe  d.  Stevens  v.  Donston  {c), 
the  sheriff  under  a  fieri  facias  seized  the  lease  of  pre- 
mises, aud  sold  the  term  before  the  writ  was  returnable, 
but  did  not  execute  the  assignment  to  the  vendee  till  a 
subsequent  period ;  and  it  was  held  that  the  assignment 
was  valid.  The  sheriff  may  therefore  still  proceed  to  assign 
the  lease.  [Aider san^  B. — In  the  case  of  an  assignment  by 
operation  of  law,  there  is  a  designation  of  the  party  to 
whom  the  property  shall  go ;  but  here  there  is  nothing  of 
that  kind;  the  sheriff  may  assign,  as  long  as  he  has  the 
power,  to  any  one  he  likes.]  They  also  referred  to  Strata 
ford  V.  Twynam  {d),  and  Taylor  v.  Cole. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  discharged.  The  Court  was  induced  to  grant 
a  rule  in  this  case,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that,  assuming 
the  defendant  not  to  be  in  possession  of  these  premises  by 
act  and  operation  of  law,  it  might  still  be  a  question 
whether  the  plaintiff,  firom  whom  they  had  been  taken  by 
operation  of  law,  could  recover  them  back.    But,  on  hear- 

(a)  9  Bing,  169 ;  S.  C.  2  M.  &  (*)  1  Brod.  Se  B.  370. 

Scott,  197 ;  M»Clel.  &  Y.  232;  12  (c)  1  B.  &  Aid.  230. 

Price,  2.  W  Jacob,  418. 
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Bwek.  of  PUu,  ing  the  argument  of  the  plaintiff^B  cotuiBel  to-dmj,  we  think 
this  rule  must  be  discharged*  Here  something  is  to  be 
done  hj  the  sherilBP  before  the  title  of  the  execution  debtor 
is  divested  out  of  him,  or  that  of  the  purchaser  is  oom« 
pleted ;  namely,  an  assignment  of  the  lease.  Now,  if  a 
sheriff  is  bound  to  execute  such  an  instrument,  ought  he 
not  to  do  it  in  compliance  with  the  established  rules  of 
law  ?  In  order  to  give  a  title  to  the  property,  he  must  find 
a  specific  person  to  assign  it  to,  and  give  that  person  an 
assignment  in  writing,  according  to  the  express  words  of 
the  Statute  of  Frauds.  If  there  be  any  circumstance  of 
hardship  in  this  case,  the  defendant  must  seek  his  remedy 
in  a  court  of  equity. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinioii.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  is  an  imperfect  assignment,  and  that  the  pro- 
perty in  these  leasehold  premises  must  be  considered  as 
still  remaining  in  the  party  in  whom  it  was  originally 
vested,  unless  it  is  shewn  to  be  transferred  in  a  legal  man- 
ner to  some  one  else.  How  was  it  then  in  the  present 
case?  First  of  all,  has  it  been  transferred  to  the  drfendani 
by  operation  of  law?  The  answer  to  that  is,  that  every 
assignment  by  operation  of  law  contains  a  designation  of 
the  person  to  whom  the  property  is  assigned ;  which  is  not 
the  case  here,  for  it  is  clear  that  something  is  to  be  done 
by  the  sheriff  before  any  title  can  vest  in  the  purchaser ; 
and  this  it  is  which  distinguishes  the  present  case  from 
what  I  said  in  Giles  v.  Grover,  which  has  been  referred  to ; 
for  my  observation  there  was,  that  the  transfer  of  the  pro- 
perty was  consummated  by  the  act  of  sale.  In  an  execu- 
tion against  the  goods  it  is  so.  Then  comes  the  next  ques- 
tion— ^is  the  property  in  the  sheriff?  No;  for  he  has  no- 
thing more  than  a  power  to  transfer  it;  and  then  comes  the 
further  question,  has  he  legitimately  exercised  that  power  ? 
It  appears  that  he  has  made  a  parol  assignment  to  the  de- 
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fendant.  Now  a  parol  assignment  by  a  sheriff  is  open  to  JSj(«a.  </  Pkas, 
all  the  evils  of  a  parol  assignment  of  property  by  any  one 
else ;  parties  wonld  be  setting  up  claims  to  property  under 
pretence  of  such  assignments;  and  the  object  of  the  sta- 
tute, which  was  to  present  such  practices,  and  the  nume- 
rous perjuries  and  frauds  resulting  therefrom,  would  be 
entirely  drfeated.  And  not  only  the  Statute  of  Frauds, 
but  the  object  of  all  the  registry  acts,  would  be  equally  de* 
feated ;  because  a  parol  sale  by  the  sheriff  would  of  course 
not  be  restored  like  a  regular  assignment.  In  the  pre- 
sent case,  therefore,  howerer  unfortunate  it  may  be  that 
the  execution  debtor  must  be  allowed  to  recover  this  pro- 
perty back  fii«n  the  execution  creditor,  it  is  out  of  our 
power  to  prevent  it ,«  for  this  case  comes  before  us  in  the 
shape  of  an  action  of  ijectment,  when  nothing  is  in 
issue  but  the  leffol  title  and  right  to  the  poasession  of 
the  land.  If  the  defendant  has  any  remedy,  it  is  in  a  court 
of  equity. 

OuBNBY,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  discharged. 
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Exeh,  of  PlioSf 
1842. 

The  Attobnet-Genebal  v.  Lockwood. 

The  keeper  of  J-  ^^^  ^^  &^  information  against  the  defendant  under 
ceDMd  un*de^  56  Geo.  8,  c.  58,  8.  2,  for  that  he,  being  a  retailer  of  beer, 
1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  after  the  5th  July,  1817,  and  before  the  exhibiting  of  the 

&4&5Will.  j9  J  D 

4,  c.  84,  is  lU-  information,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  at  &c.,  received  and  took  into 
tiM  tmpotedby  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^  custody  and  possession,  a  lai^e  quantity, 
fc^2^fo'/haiil*'  *^  ^^**  ^^  pounds  weight  of  liquorice,  contrary  to  the 
in  his  posses-     form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  where- 

•ion  any  of  the    .  ■»•»/»  /•<■  ai  •  i  Txr-ii»        t      i 

prohibited  ar.  by,  and  by  forcc  of  the  statute  &c.,  the  said  Wiluam  Iiock- 
i^pldfi^to? any  "^^^i  80  being  such  retailer  of  beer  as  aforesaid,  and  so 
other  article  or  olBPending  as  aforesaid,  hath,  for  his  aforesaid  offence,  for- 

preparation  to  "^ 

be  used  as  a  feited  and  lost  the  sum  of  £200.    There  was  a  second 

maitorhopl  couut,  for  receiving  into  his  custody  and  possession  an 

render  TOdi*a  *^i^®  ^r  preparation  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops, 

person  liable  to  he  being  a  retailer  of  beer ;  a  third  for  having  in  his 

for  having  in  '  cu^dy  and  possessiou  liquorice,  he  being  a  dealer  in 

any^o7the  ar^  ^ccr  j  and  a  fourth,  for  having  in  his  possession  a  certain 

tides  efinme.  preparation  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops,  he  being  a 

Geo.  s,  c.  58,  dealer  in  beer. 

necessary  t""         The  defendant  pleaded  not  guilty. 

eUherthaTIhi        ^^  *^®  ^^^  hetote  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middlesex 

party  had  them  Sittings  after  last  Easter  Term,  it  appeared  that  in  the 

in  his  posses* 

•ion  to  be  used  mouth  of  February,  1840,  the  defendant  was  licensed  to 
for  m'a"u'or  "*''  »ell  beer  by  retaU,  under  1  WiU.  4,  c.  64,  and  4  &  6  Will. 
^°P''^^J^^?|  *»*  4,  c.  84.  The  license  was  to  sell  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  by 
his  possession  retail,  in  the  dwelling-house  of  the  said  William  Lockwood, 
nai  intention,  and  iu  the  premises  thereunto  belonging,  but  not  to  be 
SforaaUon  ^r  ^^^  ^^  cousumcd  in  the  house  or  premises.  On  the  29th 
for  having  in     ^f  February,  1840,  the  oflScers  of  excise  found  upon  the 

his  possession  ^  *  ^  jr 

any  article  not  defendant's  premises  28  lbs.  of  liquorice  in  a  sack  of  roajsted 
n^l^^^hat  malt.  It  was  contended  that  the  possession  of  the  liquorice 
Mceftwry  to      ^^^cr  the  circumstauces  was  an  offence  against  the  act 

shew  that  it 

was  intended  to 

be  used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops  in  the  making  of  beer. 
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56  Gteo.  8.  c.  58.  s.  2.      The    facts    above  stated  were  s*ch.  rf  fUom, 

admitted  at  the  trials  and  a  verdict  was  taJEcn  for  the 

Crown  on  the  first  count  of  the  information^  for  one 

penalty  of  £200,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 

the  Crown  to  be  at  liberty  to  enter  the  verdict  on  any 

count  of  the  information  that  might  be  applicable  to 

the  £u:ts  proved.     In  Trinity  Term,  1841,  KeUy  obtained 

a  rule  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  upon  the  ground 

that  the  defendant,  being  licensed  under  the  beer  acts,  was 

not  liable  to  the  penalties  under  the  56  Geo.  8,  c.  58,  s.  2; 

or  to  arrest  the  judgment,  on  the  ground  that  the  count 

applicable  to  liquorice  contained  no  allegation  that  it  was 

for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops. 

The  Solicitor-General,  Jervis,  and  Wilde,  shewed  cause. 
— ^It  will  be  contended  on  the  other  side,  first,  that  as  this 
was  the  case  of  a  person  selling  beer,  not  under  a  magis- 
trate's license,  but  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  stat.  1 1  Geo.  4 
&  1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  continued  by  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  84,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  56  Geo.  8,  c.  58,  do  not  apply;  and  secondly, 
that  the  information  is  defective,  in  not  stating  that  the  de- 
fendant had  the  liquorice  in  his  possession  as  a  substitute  for 
malt  and  hops.  As  to  the  first  objection, — the  words  of  the 
stat.  56  Geo.  8,  c.  58,  s.  2,  are,  '^  That  from  and  after  the 
5th  day  of  July,  181 7,  no  brewer  or  brewers  of,  or  dealer 
or  dealers  in,  or  retailer  or  retailers  of,  beer,  shall  receive 
or  take  into,  or  have  in  his,  her,  or  their  custody  or  posses- 
sion, or  make,  or  use,  or  mix  with,  or  put  into  any  worts 
or  beer,  any  liquor,  extract,  calx,  or  other  material  or  pre- 
paration,, for  the  purpose  of  darkening  the  colour  of  worts 
or  beer,  or  any  liquor,  extract,  calx,  or  other  material  or 
preparation,  such  as  has  been  heretofore  or  as  shall  here- 
after be  made  use  of  for  or  in  the  darkening  of  the  colour 
of  worts  or  beer,  other  than  brown  malt,  ground  or  un- 
ground,  as  commonly  used  in  brewing,  or  shall  receive  or 
take  into,  or  have  in  his,  her,  or  their  custody  or  posses- 
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Exeh.  pf  Phot,  aion^  or  use,  or  mix  with,  or  put  into  any  worts  or  beer^ 
.  ^^'  ^  any  molasses,  honey,  liqnorioe,  vitriol^  quassia,  cocolns  In- 
.ATT..OSN.  dise,  grains  of  Paradise,  quinea  pepper,  or  opinm,  or  any 
LocKwoos.  extract  or  preparation  of  molasses,  honey,  or  liquorice, 
&c.  &c.,  or  any  article  or  preparaiian  whatsoever  for  or  as 
a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops;  and  if  any  such  brewer  or 
brewers  of,  or  dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  retailer  or  retailers 
of  beer,  shall  receive  or  take  into,  or  hare  in  his,  her,  or 
their  custody  or  possession,  or  make  or  use  in  brewing,  or 
mix  with  or  put  into  any  worts  or  beer,  any  liquor,  extract, 
calx,  or  other  material,  or  preparation,  for  the  purpose  of 
darkening  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer,  or  any  liquor,  ex- 
tract, calx,  or  other  material  or  preparation,  such  as  has 
been  heretofore  or  as  shall  hereafter  be  made  use  of  for  or 
in  the  darkening  of  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer,  other  than 
brown  malt,  ground  or  unground,  as  commonly  used  in 
brewing,  or  shall  receive,  or  take  into,  or  have  in  his,  her, 
or  their  custody  or  possession,  or  shall  use,  or  mix  with,  or 
put  into  any  worts  or  beer,  any  molasses,  honey,  liquorice, 
&c.,  or  any  extract  or  preparation  of  molasses,  honey, 
liquorice,  &c.,  or  any  article  or  preparation  whatsoever,  for 
or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops ;  all  such  liquor,  extract, 
calx,  molasses,  &c.  &c.,  article  and  preparation  as  aforesaid, 
and  also  the  said  worts  and  beer  respectively,  shall  be  for^ 
feited,  together  with  the  casks,  vessels,  or  other  packages 
containing  the  same,  and  shall  and  may  be  seised  by  any 
officer  or  officers  of  excise ;  and  such  brewer  or  brewers  of, 
dealer  or  dealers  in,  or  retailer  or  retailers  of  beer,  so 
offending  as  aforesaid,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offence 
forfeit  and  lose  the  sum  of  Je200/^  It  will  be  said  that  the 
Stat.  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  has  made  an  alteration 
in  the  law,  and  that  the  stat.  66  Geo.  8,  c.  58,  does  not 
apply  to  a  person  who  sells  beer  by  retail  under  that  act. 
But  the  .state  of  the  law  is  this.  Persons  who  retailed 
beer  were  required  originally,  as  alehouse-keepers,  by 
the  stat.  5  &  6  Edw.  6,  c.  25,  to  take  out  a  magistrate's 
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license.    The  atat.  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  has  done  Etek.  ^i  PUm, 

no  more  than  allow  persons  to  sell  beer  by  retail,  with«     .   ^^^'  ^ 

oat  having  that  particular  sort  of  license;    it  has  not     Att.-Osii. 

introduced  any  new  trafBc  of  any  kind;  a  person  sells     lookwoos. 

beer  by  retail,  and  keeps  an  alehouse,  now  as  he  did 

before ;  but  the  legislature  enables  him  to  do  so  without 

a  magistrate's  license.      That  act  does  not  at  all  affect  the 

question,  whether  he  is  to  be  considered  a  seller  of  beer  by 

retail ;  all  that  can  be  said  is,  that  such  person  is  not  a 

seller  of  beer  who  is  required  to  take  out  a  magistrate's 

license.    The  object  of  the  legislature  was,  that  retailers 

of  beer  should  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  adulterate  the 

beer  they  sold  to  the  public,  and  it  can  make  no  difference 

whether  the  retailer  of  beer  has  a  magistrate's  license  or 

not. 

The  Stat.  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  recites,  that  it  is 
expedient  for  the  better  supplying  the  public  with  beer  in 
England,  to  give  greater  facilities  for  the  sale  thereof  than 
are  at  present  afforded  by  licenses  to  keepers  of  inns,  ale- 
houses, and  victualling-houses;  and  it  enacts,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  who  shall  obtain  a  license  for 
tliiat  purpose  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  sell  beer, 
ale,  and  porter  by  retail  in  any  part  of  England  in  any 
house  or  premises  specified  in  such  license.  It  enables 
them  to  do  so  without  having  a  license  under  the  former 
statutes,  having  taken  out  one  under  that  statute ;  but  the 
act  itself  shews  that  such  a  person  is  a  retailer  of  beer; 
and  it  then  goes  on  to  state  the  mode  in  which  the  license 
is  to  be  obtained.  The  13th  section  enacts,  that  if  any 
person  so  licensed  as  aforesaid  shall  knowingly  sell  any 
beer,  ale,  or  porter  made  otherwise  than  from  malt  and 
hops,  or  shall  mix  or  cause  to  be  mixed  any  drugs  or  other 
pernicious  ingredients  with  any  beer  sold  in  his  house  or 
premises,  or  shall  fraudulently  dilute  or  in  any  way  adul- 
terate any  such  beer,  such  offender  shall  for  the  first 
offence  forfeit  any  sum  not  less  than  £10,  nor  move  than 
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EteK  of  Pleas,  £30j  as  the  justices  before  whom  such  offender  shall  be 
^^  .  convicted  shall  adjudge.  The  14th  section  regulates  the 
time  for  keeping  open  the  houses^  and  imposes  a  penally 
for  a  breach  of  that  regulation ;  and  the  15th  points  out 
the  mode  in  which  the  penalties  may  be  recovered.  It  is 
clear  that  those  penalties  are  imposed  on  breaches  of  the 
act  by  the  keepers  of  beerhouses  under  that  statute^  but 
there  is  nothing  preventing  the  general  regulations  apply- 
ing to  those  persons  who  retail  beer^  whether  under  that 
act  or  under  former  acts  of  parliament.  The  imposition 
of  a  new  penalty  could  not  abrogate  the  former  penalty 
for  a  different  species  of  offence.  There  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  acts  of  parliament  pointing  out  the  distinction 
between  a  seller  of  beer  by  retail^  and  a  retailer  of  beer. 
Such  are  the  statutes  12  Car.  2,  c.  23,  &  25  Geo.  3,  c.  73. 
There  is  a  recital  in  the  latter  act  which  shews  what  the 
distinction  is ;  and  it  enacts,  that  every  common  brewer 
who  shall  sell  beer  or  ale,  or  worts,  in  any  less  quantity  at 
any  one  time  than  in  a  whole  cask  containing  four  gallons 
and  a  half,  shall  be  deemed  to  sell  beer  or  ale  by  retail. 
This  is  the  case  of  a  person  selling  beer  by  retail,  not  to  be 
consumed  upon  the  premises,  under  an  excise  license  o1>- 
tained  under  the  Beer  Act.  There  is  a  definition  of  an  ale- 
house-keeper in  Bum's  Justice,  title  "  Alehouses.^'  "Every 
inn  is  not  an  alehouse,  nor  every  alehouse  an  inn ;  but 
if  an  inn  uses  common  selling  of  ale,  it  is  then  also  an  ale- 
house; and  if  an  alehouse  lodges  and  entertains  travellers,  it 
is  also  an  inn.''  So,  if  a  party  sells  beer  by  retail,  he  comes 
under  the  common  designation  in  the  acts  of  parliament,  of 
a  retailer  of  beer,  or  a  keeper  of  a  beer  or  alehouse,  and  is 
within  the  statute  66  Geo.  3.  It  never  could  be  the  in- 
tention of  the  legislature,  when  they  allowed  this  greater 
facility  for  the  opening  of  beerhouses,  to  remove  from  the 
keepers  of  them  all  those  restrictions  which  applied  to 
persons  who  kept  beerhouses  or  alehouses  under  the 
license  of  the  magistrates.    The  statute  1  Will.  4,  c.  64> 
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was  passed  in  -the  same  session  as  the  1  Will.  4^  c.  51 ;  Bgeh.  of  PUat, 
and  it  appears  by  the  statement  in  the  latter  act,  that  it 
was  supposed  by  the  framers  of  it  that  the  act,  c.  64,  would 
pass  first.  That  act  (c.  51)  was  passed  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, of  giving  facilities  for  the  sale  of  beer,  and  taking 
away  the  license  of  the  magistrates,  and  giving  other  means 
of  licensing.  It  repealed  various  acts  of  Parliament  with 
relation  to  the  duties  and  restrictions  imposed  on  the 
keepers  of  alehouses,  but  expressly  kept  alive  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  66  Geo!  8 ;  it  is  enacted  by  sec- 
tion 8,  ''that  all  brewers  of  beer  or  ale  for  sale,  and  all 
and  every  person  who  shall  be  licensed  under  any  act  as  a 
brewer,  dealer  in  or  retailer  of  beer,  shall  continue  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions,  enactments,  and  regulations  in  the 
said  last-mentioned  act  contained ;  and  the  said  provisions, 
enactments,  and  regulations,  shall  continue  to  be  respec- 
tively executed  and  put  in  force  by  the  commissioners 
and  officers  of  excise  in  Great  Britain,  as  fully  and  effec- 
tually as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed/'  Then  the  22nd 
section  shews  that  the  framers  of  this  act  supposed  the 
other  act  would  have  passed  first,  for  it  begins  by  reciting, 
''  And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  this  present  session 
of  Parliament,  intituled  'An  act  to  permit  the  general  sale 
of  beer  and  cider  by  retail  in  England/ ''  These  two  acts 
shew  distinctly  that  the  legislature  intended  to  keep  alive, 
and  in  operation  upon  retailers  of  beer,  the  provisions  of 
the  statutes  56  Geo.  3.  In  The  Mayor  ^c.  of  Leicester  v. 
Burges8{a),  it  was  held  that  the  statute  11  Geo.  4  & 
1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  for  permitting  the  general  sale  of  beer 
by  retail  in  England,  did  not  supersede  the  custom  of  a 
borough,  that  no  person  should  carry  on  the  trade  of  an 
ulehouse-keeper  therein  who  is  not  a  burgess. 
'^'^  second  question  is,  whether  it  was  necessary  for  the 

(a)  5  B.  &  Ado].  246. 
VOL.  IX.  l>  H  M.  W. 
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Exch.  of  Pleat,  informatioa  to  state  that  this  prohibited  article  was  in- 
.  ^^'  .  tended  to  he  used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops.  The 
ATT..aBN.  words  of  the  act  are,  "  that  no  brewer  or  brewers,  &c., 
LocKwooD.  shall  have,  receive,  or  take  into,  or  have  in  his,  her,  or  their 
custody  or  possession,  or  shall  use,  or  mix  with,  or  put 
into  any  worts  or  beer,  any  molasses,  honey,  liquorice,  &c., 
respectively;'' — ^then  come  these  words — "or  any  article  or 
preparation  whatsoever,  for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or 
hops/'  Parties  may  have  articles  of  the  kind  here  men- 
tioned as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops,  or  they  may  have 
them  innocently  in  their  possession  \  but  the  legislature 
has  said,  that  any  person  carrying  on  this  trade  shall  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  if  he  has  any  of  the  articles  enumerated 
in  his  possession ;  and  the  officers  of  the  revenue  are  bound 
to  enforce  it.  In  the  previous  act  of  the  51  Gteo.  8,  c.  87, 
8.  16,  the  words  are — "  no  maker  or  makers  of  any  such 
liquor  as  aforesaid,  nor  any  brewer  or  brewers  of  beer,  shall 
receive  or  take  into  his,  her,  or  their  custody  or  possession 
any  molasses,  honey,  &c.,  respectively ;"  and  there  is  no- 
thing  said  as  to  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops*  Unless 
persons  canying  on  this  trade  were  altogether  restricted 
from  having  these  articles  in  their  possession,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  give  evidence  of  the  purpose  for  which  the 
party  had  the  article  in  his  possession,  which  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  prove,  unless  you  could  shew  the  actual 
use.  The  act,  therefore,  says  that  the  possession  shall  not 
be  permitted.  [Lord  Abmger,  C.  B. — No  person  can  put 
this  law  in  force  except  the  Attorney-General,  and  he  would 
not  do  so  absurd  a  thing  as  to  put  it  in  force  where  there 
was  not  a  suspicion  that  the  article  was  kept  for  improper 
•  purposes.    The  act  of  51  Geo.  8,  c.  87,  does  not  contain  the 

words,  "  or  any  article  or  preparation  whatsoever,  for  or  as 
a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops,"  which  this  act  has,  in  addi* 
tion  to  those  enumerated.]  Precisely  so;  this  act  was  in- 
tended to  be  more  stringent ;  for  it  is  recited  in  the  pre- 
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amble  that  the  former  proyision»  were  not  fbond  sofficiently  Bxeh.  of  pum, 
effectual.  In  The  Attorney-General  v.  King  (a),  where  a  party 
had  the  article  in  his  possession  innocently,  in  his  trade  as 
a  distiller,  but  he  also  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  brewer,  it 
was  held  that  he  was  liable  to  the  penalties  imposed  by 
51  Oeo.  8,  c.  87,  for  receiving  and  taking  into  his  posses- 
sion articles  prohibited  by  that  statute.  An  argument 
may  also  be  drawn  from  the  3rd  section  of  the  56  Geo.  8, 
c.  58,  applicable  to  druggists  and  persons  selling  articles 
to  brewers,  as  in  that  case  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
article  should  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops, 
but  the  penalty  applies  merely  for  selling  or  delivering  to 
any  licensed  brewer  or  dealer  or  retailer  of  beer,  knowing 
them  to  be  so,  any  liquor,  &c.  The  stat.  66  Geo.  8,  c.  58, 
enumerated  various  articles,  which  were  supposed  more 
likely  to  be  fraudulently  used,  but  the  legislature  thought 
the  enumeration  might  be  defective,  and  therefore  added 
the  words  ''any  other  article  or  preparation  for  or  as  a 
substitute  for  malt  or  hops,''  lest  there  should  be  any^ 
thing  else  which  the  ingenuity  of  the  brewer  might  sug« 
gest  as  a  substitute.  It  will  also  abundantly  appear,  from 
the  first  part  of  this  section,  that  the  intention  of  the 
legislature  was  to  impose  a  penalty  on  any  dealer  or  trader 
who  had  in  his  possession  any  of  the  articles  ordinarily 
used  for  the  purpose  of  darkening  or  colouring  beer. 
The  words  are,  that  he  shall  not  "  have  in  his  possession, 
or  make  or  use  or  put  into  any  worts  or  beer,  any  liquor, 
calx,  or  other  materials  or  preparation  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  darkening  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer.''  It  might 
with  equal  justice  be  contended,  that  in  order  to  bring  a 
trader  within  that  part  of  the  clause,  it  was  necessary  he 
should  have  the  material  in  his  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  darkening  beer;  but  the  words  which  follow  shew  that 
such  was  not  the  intention  of  the  legislature ;  but  that,  if  he 

(fl)  5  Price,  195. 
dd2 
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Ejteh,  0/  PUa$,  had  in  his  possession  articles  ordinarily  used  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  should  be  liable.  The  words  are,  ''  or  any  liquor, 
extract,  calx,  or  other  material  or  preparation,  such  as  has 
been  heretofore  or  as  shall  hereafter  be  made  use  of,  for 
or  in  the  darkening  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer/'  It  is 
clear  from  that,  that  if  the  trader  had  in  his  possession  any 
articles  ordinarily  used  for  that  purpose,  or  which  might 
be  so  used,  he  would  be  within  that  clause,  though  he  did 
not  intend  so  to  use  them.  The  argument  on  the  other 
side  must  go  to  this  extent,  that  it  is  legal  to  put  the 
various  enumerated  articles  into  beer,  provided  they  are 
not  used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops.  Upon  such  a 
construction,  the  long  enumeration  of  these  articles  is  per- 
fectly useless. 

KeUy  and  Bramtoett,  contra. — ^This  act,  imposing  as  it 
does  a  severe  penalty,  must  be  construed  strictly.  At  the 
time  the  stat.  56  Geo.  3,  c.  58,  passed,  there  were  several 
classes  of  persons  carrying  on  the  business,  who  are  pointed 
out  by  the  act.  These  were,  first,  the  brewers,  the  actual 
manufacturers  of  the  beer;  dealing  to  a  very  considerable 
extent;  secondly,  dealers  in  beer,  which  does  not  include 
merely  retailers  of  beer,  but  persons  who  sell  beer  in 
quantities  of  not  less  than  four  gallons  and  a  half  at  a 
time;  and  thirdly,  the  keepers-  of  hotels,  taverns,  and 
public^houses,  and  licensed  victuallers.  Those  were  classes 
of  persons  well  known  to  the  law,  and  of  a  very  diffSerent 
description  from  that  which  came  within  the  operation 
of  the  recent  beer  acts,  and  who  hold  licenses  under 
those  acts.  Such  were  the  three  classes  of  persons  exist- 
ing at  the  time  the  stat.  56  Geo.  3  passed,  and  on  whom 
its  large  penalties  were  imposed.  That  state  of  the 
law  continued  as  long  as  those  classes  alone  existed,  and 
indeed  still  continues  as  affects  them.  Then  the  1  Will.  4, 
c.  64,  the  beer-act,  passed,  and  an  entirely  new  and  differ* 
ent  class  of  persons  was  brought  into  existence,  of  an 
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inferior  description — inferior  in  the  extent  of  their  deal-  Bxt^  rf  PUa», 

.  .  •  1842 

ings  and  property,  and  their  means  of  paying  penalties ;  ^  '  ^ 

persons  who  keep  beershops  of  a  lower  class,  and  take  Att.-Gew. 
out  these  licenses  to  sell  beer  by  retail.  That  act  con-  Lockwood. 
tains  distinct  enactments,  rendering  them  liable,  not  to 
heavy  penalties  of  jE200,  which  they  were  thought  not  able 
to  pay,  but  to  penalties  which,  according  to  their  means, 
would  guarantee  the  observance  of  the  law :  penalties  very 
much  smaller  in  amount,  for  oiFences  of  much  more  serious 
evil.  The  stat.  56  Oteo.  3,  c.  58,  was  intended  to  apply  to 
the  classes  of  brewers  and  dealers  in  and  retailers  of  beer 
who  then  existed.  The  words  "brewer  of  or  dealer  in  beer,'' 
are  not  to  be  taken  in  their  extended,  but  in  a  restricted 
sense.  The  statute  says,  '5  every  person  who  shall  sell 
any  beer  or  ale  in  quantities  not  less  than  four  gallons 
and  a  half,  or  two  dozen  reputed  quart  bottles,  to  be  drunk 
or  consumed  elsewhere  than  on  the  premises  where  sold, 
shall  be  deemed  a  dealer  in  beer."  The  words  "  retailer 
or  retailers  of  beer,''  in  the  3rd  section,  were  intended 
to  apply  to  licensed  victuallers,  who  were  a  class  of 
persons  then  in  existence,  and  to  them  only.  The 
keepers  of  beershops  are  a  new  class  of  traders,  carrying 
on  business  in  an  entirely  different  way,  under  different 
licenses,  to  whom  these,  penalties  are  not  applicable,  al- 
though the  words  may  be  capable  of  reaching  them.  The 
legislature,  at  the  time  the  beer-act  passed,  were  not  un- 
mindful of  the  protection  necessary  for  the  excise ;  and  the 
act  provides,  that  the  keepers  of  beershops  shall  only  trade 
under  certain  licenses,  which  contain  a  great  number  of 
minute  and  express  conditions  and  regulations,  and  they 
are  liable  to  penalties  for  any  breach  of  those  regulations ; 
and  the  legislature  have  thereby  provided  for  every  case  in 
which  it  was  considered  at  all  probable  they  would  violate 
the  law.  The  13th  sect,  of  the  1  Will,  4,  c.  64,  provides, 
that  every  seller  of  beer,  ale,  and  porter  by  retail,  having  a 
license  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who  shall  permit 
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£rcA.  rf  PUat,  aBj  person  or  persons  to  be  guilty  of  drunkenness  or  di»- 
^'  orderly  conduct  in  the  house  or  premises  mentioned  in 
such  license^  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  the  respec- 
tive sums  following ;  and  every  person  who  shall  in  any 
way  transgress  or  neglect,  or  shall  be  a  party  in  trans- 
gressing or  neglecting,  the  conditions-and  provisions  speci- 
fied in  such  license,  or  shall  allow  such  conditions  or  pro- 
visions to  be  in  any  way  transgressed  or  neglected  in  the 
house  or  premises  so  licensed,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
disorderly  conduct;  and  every  person  so  licensed,  who 
shall  permit  any  such  disorderly  conduct,  shall  for  the  first 
offence  forfeit  any  such  sum,  not  less  than  40«.  nor  more 
than  £5,  as  the  justices  before  whom  such  retailer  shall  be 
convicted  of  such  offence  shall  adjudge ;  and  for  the  second 
such  offence,  any  sum  not  less  than  £5,  nor  more  than 
£10 ;  and  for  the  third  such  offence,  any  sum  not  less  than 
£20,  nor  more  than  £50 ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
justices  before  whom  any  such  third  offence  shall  take 
place,  to  adjudge,  if  they  shall  so  think  fit,  that  such  offender 
shall  be  disqualified  from  selling  beer  by  retail  for  the 
space  of  two  years  next  ensuing  such  conviction.  The 
persons  to  whom  such  licenses  are  granted,  and  who 
comprise  the  whole  class  of  beershop-keepers,  whether 
they  sell  beer  alone  in  their  shops,  or  have  a  chandler's- 
shop  and  sell  beer  also,  or  in  whatever  other  way,  all  have 
a  license  in  this  form : — It  recites  that  a  bond  has  been 
entered  into  by  the  beerhouse-keeper  and  a  surety,  the 
conditions  of  which  are,  that  the  former  does  not  sell  any 
beer,  ale,  or  porter,  made  otherwise  than  from  malt  and 
hops,  nor  mix,  or  cause  to  be  mixed,  any  drugs  or  other 
pernicious  ingredients  in  beer,  ale,  or  porter;  nor  fraudu* 
lently  dilute,  deteriorate,  or  adulterate  any  beer,  ale,  or 
porter;  nor  sell  any  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  knowing  the 
same  to  have  been  fraudulently  diluted,  deteriorated,  or 
adulterated ;  nor  use  in  selling  any  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  any 
measures  which  are  not  of  the  legal  standard ;  nor  wilfully 
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or  knowingly  pennit  any  drunkenness^  or  any  violent  or  Etek.  rf  Pkatp 
quarrelsome  or  other  disorderly  conduct  in  his  house  or  '  ^ 

premises,  &c.  be.:  and  that  the  license  shall  cease  and  de-  Att.-Gbm. 
termine,  and  shall  become  void,  in  case  any  of  the  con-  Lockwood. 
ditions  or  regulations  contained  therein  shall  be  trans-> 
grossed.  [Lord  Abmger,  C.  B. — ^What  was  &e  form  of 
license  under  the  former  act?  The  SoUcUor-General. — 
It  was  exactly  the  same,  which  is  important.]  By  the 
18th  section,  not  only  the  license  may  be  forfeited,  but 
specific  penalties  may  be  imposed  for  adulterating,  di- 
luting, or  mixing  beer.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  legis* 
latnre  intended  to  apply  this  penalty  of  £10  or  £20  only 
for  actually  adulterating  beer  in  however  injurious  a  man- 
ner, and  that  a  penalty  of  £200  is  to  be  imposed  on  the 
party  for  merely  having  an  article  calculated  for  that 
purpose  in  his  possession?  When  the  legislature  have 
said  that  persons  keeping  beershops  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  £10  or  £20,  they  cannot  have  intended  to  con- 
tinue in  operation  a  penalty  of  ten  times  the  Ifii^est  of 
those  amounts  for  merely  having  the  articles  in  their  pos- 
session. The  intention  of  the  legislature  appears  to  be 
still  further  illustrated  by  the  provision  on  which  the  se- 
cond objection  has  been  taken.  This  penalty  is  imposed 
under  the  act  upon  any  person,  whatever  the  trade  he 
carries  on,  who  shall  have  any  of  these  numerous  articles 
in  his  possession — molasses,  honey,  liquorice,  &c*,  &c., 
which  it  must  be  observed  are  articles  invariably  and  ne- 
cessarily in  the  possession  of  that  class  of  chandlers^ 
shop  keepers,  as  piift  of  their  stock-in-trade ;  but  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  ol  the  statute  66  Greo.  3,  it  was  hardly 
to  be  contemplated  that  the  person  who  had  a  brewery, 
and  brewed  beer,  would  keep  a  grocer's  shop,  or  that  the 
wholesale  dealer  in  beer,  or  the  licensed  tavern-keeper, 
or  hotel-keeper,  should  do  so.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — It 
may  be  a  question  whether  a  shopkeeper  taking  out  a 
license  to  sell  beer  must  not  relinquish  dealing  in  such 
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Bxeh.  9f  Pleas,  artides.]  The  Court,  in  construing  the  act,  and  consi« 
dering  how  far  it  imposes  a  large  penalty  on  an  individual, 
will  look  to  the  common  practice  in  trading  under  these 
licenses.  It  is  not  an  impossible  case,  that,  under  the 
former  act,  a  person  might  be  a  brewer,  a  wholesale  dealer, 
and  a  publican  in  one  part  of  the  town,  and  in  another 
part  of  the  town  cany  on  a  grocer's  or  chandler's  shop ; 
but  it  would  be  so  peculiar  a  case  that  it  could  hardly  be 
supposed  to  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legisla- 
ture. But  more  than  one-half  the  persons  who  carry  on 
trade  in  these  beer-houses,  do  so  also  in  chandlers'  or 
grocers'  shops.  It  could  not  be  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  apply  so  severe  a  provision  to  this  new  class  of 
persons;  their  liability  is  limited  to  the  penalties  recover* 
able  under  the  13th  sect,  of  the  act  of  Parliament  con* 
stituting  them,  and  th^  are  not  liable  to  the  penalties 
directed  by  the  56  Geo.  8,  c.  58. 

But  assuming  the  Court  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  de- 
fendant was  a  retailer  of  beer  within  the  56  Greo.  3,  c.  58, 
ai\d  subject  to  its  penalty,  the  further  question  remains, 
whether  that  penalty  is  not  repealed,  in  point  of  law,  by 
the  imposition  of  a  smaller  one,  for  one  at  least  of  the 
offences  included  in  the  5G  Greo.  3,  by  the  1  Will.  4,  c.  64, 
8.  13.  In  Henderson  v*  Sherbom  (a),  it  was  held  that  a 
parish  officer  who  supplies  goods  for  his  own  profit  to 
an  individual  pauper  is  not  liable  to  the  penalty  imposed 
by  the  55  Geo.  8,  c.  137,  s.  6;  and  there  is  a  quaere 
(added  to  the  marginal  note)  whether  that  clause  is  not 
impliedly  repealed  by  the  4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  76,  s.  77. 
There  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  says,  "The  principle  adopted 
by  Lord  Tenierden  (6),  that  a  penal  law  ought  to  be  con- 
strued strictly,  is  not  only  a  sound  one,  but  the  only 
one  consistent  with  our  free  institutions.    The  interpre- 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.  236. 
(h)  In  Proc/or  y.  Mainwarmff,  3  B.  &  Aid.  146. 
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tation  of  statates  has  always  in  modem  times  been  highly  s^eh.  of  PUat, 
favourable  to  the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  I  - 

hope  will  always  remain  so.  But  I  think  there  is  another  Att.-Geh. 
ground  for  not  disturbing  this  nonsuit.  If  the  77th  sect.  Lockwood. 
of  the  new  Poor  Law  Act  embraces  this  case,  I  do  not 
agree  that  it  does  not  amount  to  a  repeal  of  the  former 
enactment.  If  a  crime  be  created  by  statute,  with  a  given 
penalty,  and  be  afterwards  repeated  in  another  statute  with 
a  lesser  penalty  attached  to  it,  I  cannot  say  that  the  party 
ought  to  be  held  liable  to  both.  There  may,  no  doubt,  be 
two  remedies  for  the  same  act,  but  they  must  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent  nature.  The  new  act,  then,  would  be  in  effect  a 
repeal  of  the  former  penalty .''  The  effect  of  that  judg- 
ment is,  that  where  there  is  a  penalty  imposed  by  an  act 
of  Parliament  upon  an  offence  created  in  that  act,  and 
subsequently  a  fresh  penalty  is  imposed  by  another  act, 
that  repeals  the  former  penalty.  JZeo?  v.  TTie  Trustees  of 
Narthkach  and  Witney  Roads  (a),  and  Barrett  v.  The 
Stockton  Railway  Company  {b),  are  authorities  in  favour  of 
the  same  principle.  [Lord  Abmyer,  C.  B.  — My  judgment 
was  founded  on  the  principle,  that  where  the  same  offence 
is  re-enacted  with  a  different  punishment,  it  repeals  the 
former  law.  If  the  conditions  of  the  license  contained  all 
the  things  mentioned  in  the  old  act  of  Parliament,  and  there 
had  been  a  clause  forbidding  the  same  things  by  a  different 
punishment,  I  should  agree  it  had  repealed  the  former 
act.]  The  stat.  56  Oreo.  3,  imposes  a  penalty  of  £200  for 
having  in  possession  certain  articles,  and  using  and  mixing 
those  articles ;  the  penalty  for  using  and  mixing  those  ar- 
ticles is  reduced  to  £10  by  stat.  1  Will.  4,  c.  64  j  and  as  a 
person  cannot  use  an  article  without  first  having  it  in  his 
possession,  the  legislature  cannot  have  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  penalty  of  £200.    That  would  be  quite  incon- 

(a)  5  B.  &  Ad.  978. 
{h)  2  Man.  &  G.  15 ;  1  Hud.  &  Br.  (Irish),  304. 


802  CA8BS   IN   THE   JBXCHEQUEB, 

£*ek.  of  Pha$,  sistent.    This  argument  rests  on  the  assumption  that  the 

-    defendant  was  a  retailer  of  beer  within  the  act  56  G^.  8; 

ATT.-Osit.     but  he  is  not  a  retailer  absolutely,  he  is  merely  a  retailer 

Loo&wooD.    sub  modoj  namely,  of  beer  to  be  drunk  off  the  premises, 

and  on  that  ground  also  he  is  not  within  the  act. 

The  other  question  is,  whether  the  words  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  sentence,  ''or  any  article  for  or  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  malt  or  hops,^'  are  to  be  read  "  or  any  other  ar« 
tide;''  or  whether  these  words,  ''  for  or  as  a  substitute 
for  malt  or  hops,"  goyern  the  whole  of  the  antecedent 
part  of  the  sentence,  and  render  it  necessary  to  aver,  in 
an  information  for  the  penalty,  that  the  article  was  found 
in  the  possession  of  the  party,  and  that  it  was  intended 
to  be  used  "  for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops/'  Now, 
independently  of  the  rule  that  these  statutes  must  be  con- 
strued strictly,  there  is  reason  for  holding  that  these  latter 
words  govern  the  whole  of  the  antecedent  provisions. 
There  are  two  purposes  to  which  these  articles  can  be 
applied,  of  an  unlawful  nature,  which  it  was  intended  to 
prevent.  One  is  the  colouring  of  beer,  the  other  is  the 
using  them  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops.  Each  article 
enumerated  in  the  second  section  of  the  66  Geo.  3,  c.  58, 
is  of  a  description  which  brewers  might  have  used  for  the 
purpose  of  colouring,  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and 
hops,  but  no  other.  The  enacting  words  are,  ^"^  That  no 
brewer  or  distiller,  or  retailer  of  beer,  shall  have  in  his 
custody  or  possession,  or  make  or  use,  or  mix  with  or 
put  into  any  worts  or  beer,  any  liquor,  extract,  calx,  or 
other  material  or  preparation,  for  the  purpose  of  darkening 
the  colour  of  worts  or  beer,  or  any  liquor,  extract, 
calx,  or  other  material  or  preparation,  such  as  has  been 
heretofore  or  as  shall  be  hereafter  made  use  of  for  or  in 
the  darkening  of  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer,  other  than 
brown  malt,  ground  or  unground,  as  commonly  used  in 
brewing:" — so  far  the  legislature  has  provided  against  the 
colouring  of  beer,  or  there  being  in  the  possession  of  the 
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plirty  any  article  by  which  that  can  be  done.   Then  foUowft  £»^  V  ^^««f » 
another  provision^  to  prevent  persons  from  having  in  their  - 

possession  any  article  to  be  nsed  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  Att.-Gbn. 
hops : — ''  or  shall  receive  or  take  into^  or  have  in  his  custody  Lockwood. 
or  possession,  or  use  or  mix  with,  or  put  in  any  worts  or  beer, 
any  molasses,  &c«/'  enumerating  a  dozen  different  articles, 
''or  any  article  or  preparation  whatsoever  for  or  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  malt  or  hops.''  The  meaning  is,  that  no  person 
shall  have  in  his  possession  any  article  for  the  colouring  of 
beer — ^whether  he  uses  it  or  not  is  immaterial, — or  any 
article  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops.  The 
purpose  to  which  the  articles  are  capable  of  being  applied 
forms  a  part  of  the  sentence,  and  a  part  of  the  description 
of  the  article  itself.  Those  words,  being  put  at  the  end, 
govern  the  sentence,  and  it  must  be  not  the  mere  absolute 
fact  of  having  such  articles  in  his  possession,  but  the  having 
them  ''for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops,''  that 
renders  the  act  unlawful.  In  the  first  part  of  the  clause, ' 
the  party  is  prohibited  from  having  any  of  those  articles 
in  his  possession  which  would  have  the  effect  of  darkening 
the  colour  of  beer,  without  saying,  as  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  so  doing.  The  legislature,  if  . 
they  had  intended  to  prohibit  the  one  absolutely  and  po- 
sitively like  the  other,  would  have  put  both  together  in 
the  same  branch  of  the  enactment.  The  words  "for  or  as 
a  substitute  for  malt  and  hops,"  therefore,  override  the 
former  words,  and  render  it  necessary  to  aver  an  intention 
so  to  use  the  article. 

The  Solicitor-General,  in  reply,  was  directed  to  confine 
himself  to  the  argument  as  to  the  clause  in  the  56  Geo.  3, 
c.  58,  being  repealed  by  the  13th  section  of  the  Beer  Act, 
quoad  this  matter. — The  argument  is,  that  the  provision 
in  the  latter  act  is  virtually  a  provision  against  the  same 
offence  as  the  one  mentioned  in  the  66  (}eo.  3,  c.  58,  and 
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EjBch,  of  PUtti,  imposes  a  minor  penalty^  and  therefore  is  a  repeal  of  the 
^^  ^  former  statute,  according  to  the  decision  of  this  Court  in 
Henderson  ▼.  Sherbom.  But  the  principle  of  that  decision, 
which  it  is  not  intended  to  controvert,  is  not  applicable. 
The  answer  is,  that  the  offences  in  the  1  Will.  4,  c.  64, 
and  the  66  Geo.  3,  c.  58,  are  not  the  same  offences,  and 
their  provisions  are  not  directed  to  the  same  object.  Under 
the  stat.  56  Geo.  3,  the  main  object  was  to  protect  the  re- 
venue. With  that  view,  all  prosecutions  for  the  breach  of 
it  were  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Attorney-General.  The 
object  was  to  raise  the  revenue  upon  malt  and  hops,  and 
the  excisable  articles,  the  provisions  of  the  1  Will.  4,  re- 
lating to  the  penalties  for  breach  of  the  license,  are  provi- 
sions relating  to  the  management  of  the  house,  as  a  spe- 
cies of  public  regulation;  and  in  that  act  there  is  no 
offence  created  for  merely  having  in  possession  pernicious 
articles,  which  may  be  a  fraud  on  the  revenue ;  the  offence 
is  the  doing  an  act  upon  the  premises,  and  selling  beer  so 
adullerated.  Its  object  is  to  prevent  the  sale  by  beerhouse- 
keepers  of  those  articles  which  are  pernicious  to  the  public; 
the  prohibition  is  confined  to  the  offence  of  selling.  \Gur- 
ney,  B. :  "Or  mixing.^']  " Mixing,  or  causing  to  be  mixed 
with  any  beer  sold  on  the  premises  J^  That  is  a  part  of  the 
police  regulation,  to  prevent  parties  from  selling  those  de- 
leterious articles.  The  question  is,  whether  these  provi- 
sions of  these  several  acts  are  incongruous  and  inconsistent, 
so  that  one  of  them  must  necessarily  be  a  repeal  of  the 
other.  Now  in  order  to  determine  that,  the  object  and 
intent  of  both  acts  must  be  looked  at.  The  provisions  of 
the  latter  act  cannot  operate  as  a  repeal,  because  the  stat. 
1  Will.  4,  c.  51,  which  is  part  of  this  measure,  distinctly 
states  that  the  stat.  66  Geo.  3,  c.  68,  shall  continue  in  full 
force.  The  objects  of  the  two  statutes  are  altogether  di- 
stinct ;  one  is  to  protect  the  revenue ;  the  other  a  matter 
of  regulation,  to  provide  not  only  against  the  house  being 
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a  disorderly  one,  but  also  against  articles  being  sold  to  the  &wft.  9f  PUm^ 
public  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  their  health ;  and  there-  '  ^ 

fore  both  provisions  may  well  stand  together,  and  one  is  Att.-Oek. 
not  a  repeal  of  or  incongruous  with  the  other.  [He  was  Lockwood. 
then  stopped  by  the  Court.] 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^There  are  two  objections  made 
to  this  proceeding.  The  first  is,  that  the  defendant  is  not 
a  licensed  dealer  within  the  meaning  of  the  56  Geo.  8^ 
c.  58.  I  cannot  accede  to  that  proposition.  It  appears 
to  me  that  that  act  applies  to  every  dealer,  and  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  (though  I  will  not  say  to  the  contrary) 
that  it  might  not  apply  to  a  dealer  without  any  license  at 
all;  but  if  it  were 'made  applicable  to  existing  licensed 
dealers,  and  an  act  of  Parliament  were  afterwards  passed, 
making  it  unnecessary  for  parties  to  have  a  license,  but 
without  repealing  this  clause,  I  should  say  that  it  would 
still  apply  to  all  those  who  dealt  in  beer,  though  they  had 
not  licenses  at  all.  I  do  not  see  any  difBculty  in  that 
construction.  Then  if  so,  the  passing  of  another  act,  to 
create  another  set  of  dealers  with  another  set  of  licenses, 
would  make  them  retailers  of  beer,  and  bring  them  within 
the  former  act;  and  I  cannot  enter  into  a  speculation  of 
what  might  have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legisla- 
ture, because  they  have  not  stated  what  they  contemplated. 
Mr.  Kelly's  argument  was,  that  they  must  have  contem- 
plated dealers  of  a  smaller  class, — ^I  do  not  know  that;  at 
all  events  I  cannot  be  sure  that  they  did.  The  act  of 
Parliament  practically  has  had,  I  believe,  a  very  pernicious 
effect — an  effect  not  at  all  contemplated— but  we  6annot 
construe  the  act  by  that  result. 

The* next  question  was,  whether  this  act  of  Parliament 
is  to  be  so  construed,  as  that  the  offence  which  is  prohi- 
bited thereby,  and  which  is  the  subject  of  the  penalty, 
namely,  having  possession  of  any  of  those  ingredients,  is  not 
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Bseh.  of  Pt§a99  contemplated  unless  the  party  has  them  in  Us  poaaemon 
^^^'  ^  for  the  particular  purpose  named  in  the  act.  Now  I 
think  a  mere  reference  to  the  act  of  Parliament  itself,  and 
to  the  words  of  it,  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  that  is  not  the 
proper  construction  of  it.  Where  a  person  mixes  liquor 
for  that  specific  purpose,  the  act  of  Parliament  has  a  di- 
stinct provision  against  it ;  but  it  likewise  prohibits  the 
possession  by  retail  dealers  of  certain  specified  articles ; 
and  the  former  act  of  Parliament,  of  which  this  clause  is 
an  enlargement,  did  not  contain  the  words  ''any  other 
artide;^'  but  this  act  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  former,  thought  it  right  to  prohibit  the 
possession,  not  only  of  any  of  the  specified  articles,  but  also 
of  any  other  articles  which  the  legishiture  might  not  con- 
template at  the  time,  which  might  be  used  for  the  same 
purpose  as  those  contemplated  might  possibly  be  used  for; 
the  prohibition  is  upon  the  party  having  in  his  possession 
any  article  not  specified,  used  for  the  purpose  of  or  as  a 
substitute  for  malt  or  hops.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  con* 
struction  is  very  plain  and  distinct,  and  therefore  I  think 
the  judgment  cannot  be  arrested. 

Mr.  Bramwett,  in  a  very  ingenious  argument,  which 
struck  me  forcibly,  put  this  case, — that  it  appeared  from 
the  license  under  the  last  act,  that  one  of  the  penalties 
which  was  enacted  in  the  56  Geo.  8,  was  introduced 
into  the  act  of  the  1  Will.  4 ;  namely,  the  penalty  upon 
mixing  any  drugs  or  other  pernicious  ingredients  with 
beer;  and  he  contended,  that  if  the  party  mixed  any 
drugs  or  pernicious  ingredients  in  beer,  it  might  be  said 
that  that  was  equally  an  offence  within  the  56  Geo.  8, 
and  subject  to  the  larger  penalty.  The  argument  is  un- 
doubtedly very  plausible,  and  it  certainly  made  an  impression 
upon  my  mind ;  for  to  suppose  that  the  legislature  imposed 
a  penalty  of  £200  upon  a  party  for  having  an  article  in 
his  possession,  and  that  it  imposed  a  penalty  of  jCIO  for 
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mixing  that  article  -with  beer  sold,  would  certainly  be  sup-  Etek.  rf  Pigut, 
posing  the  legislature  not  to  act  very  reasonably,  if  that 
were  contemplated.  But  there  are  two  answers  to  that 
objection.  The  first  is,  that  such  certainly  is  not  the 
offence  for  which  this  information  is  filed ;  it  is  a  distinct 
offence.  It  is  clear  that  the  offence  for  which  this  inform- 
ation is  filed,  is  not  made  the  subject  of  any  lesser  penalty, 
and  it  is  only  by  inference  and  ingenious  argument  that 
it  can  be  made  so.  We  cannot  suppose  the  intention 
of  the  legislature  against  the  express  words;  and  sup- 
posing the  fact  to  be,  that  they  have  selected  one  of  those 
particular  offences, — that  is,  the  mixing, — ^and  fixed  that 
at  a  lower  penalty,  and  thereby  so  fax  have  repealed  the 
first  act,  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  other  class  of 
offences  not  repealed  in  the  same  manner.  But  I  think 
the  SoUciior^General  has  given  the  true  answer;  namely, 
that  these  clauses  were  passed  with  a  distinct  view;  that 
this  condition  in  the  license  is  one  which  is  introduced, 
with  a  daas  of  others  of  the  same  nature,  intended  to  pre- 
serve good  order  in  the  house,  and  to  prevent  the  persons 
who  are  therein  from  being  immediately  imposed  upon  by 
the  sale  of  adulterated  beer.  It  appears  that  in  the  former 
license,  before  this  act  was  passed,  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  conditions  that  might,  by  interpretation,  have  been 
construed  as  referring  to  one  of  those  offences  specified  in 
the  56  Geo.  3 ;  clearly  the  argument,  therefore,  applies  to 
that,  because  the  act  of  the  66  Oeo.  3  was  passed  after  the 
form  of  that  license  was  known.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  infraction  of  the  conditions  of  this  license,  to  which  the 
penalty  of  £10  is  annexed  in  the  terms  of  the  statute, 
must  be  construed  to  refer,  not  to  the  same  class  of 
offences  as  are  specified  in  the  56  Geo.  8,  but  to  offences 
against  the  good  order  of  the  house,  in  conducting  the 
business,  and  immediate  imposition  upon  persons  in  that 
house,  who  are  drinking  beer;  that  it  relates  to  the  sale  of 
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there.     I  think,  therefore,  we  cannot  construe  that,  by 

inference,  as  a  repeal  of  the  penalty  for  keeping  and  hav- 
ing in  possession  the  prohibited  article.  The  judgment 
therefore  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  arrested  upon 
that  ground. 

Albebson,  B.  —  I  am  entirely  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  rule  of  law,  I  take  it,  upon  the  construction  of  all 
statutes,  and  therefore  applicable  to  the  construction  of 
this,  is,  whether  they  be  penal  or  remedial,  to  construe 
them  according  to  the  plain,  literal,  and  grammatical 
meaning  of  the  words  in  which  they  are  expressed,  unless 
that  construction  leads  to  a  plain  and  clear  contradiction 
of  the  apparent  purpose  of  the  act,  or  to  some  palpable  and 
evident  absurdity.  Now,  that  being  the  rule  upon  which 
we  are  to  construe  statutes,  let  us  apply  that  rule  to 
the  statute  before  us.  We  find  that  all  dealers  in  or 
retailers  of  beer  have  certain  regulations  imposed  upon 
them.  Now  I  agree  that,  looking  at  the  law  as  it  stood 
before,  and  as  it  is  to  be  found  here,  inasmuch  as  we 
find  the  words  "dealer  in  beer''  and  "retailer  of  beer,'' 
you  are  to  construe  the  words  "dealer  in  beer"  as  de- 
signating a  wholesale  dealer  in  beer,  because  the  legis- 
lature has  subsequently  used  the  words  "  retailers  of 
beer"  to  distinguish  them  from  the  other.  Therefore, 
the  act  of  Parliament  applies  to  two  classes, — ^to  wholesale 
dealers,  that  is,  to  persons  who  sell  at  one  time  more  than 
four  gallons  and  a  half;  and  to  retailers,  that  is,  persons 
who  sell  less  than  four  gallons  and  a  half  at  one  time. 
Those  are  the  sets  of  persons  upon  whom  the  act  of  Par- 
liament imposes  certain  regulations ;  and,  among  others, 
they  are  prohibited  from  having  in  their  possession  certain 
articles,  which  are  enumerated  in  the  act  of  Parliament. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  does  the  present  defendant 
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fulfil  any  one  of  those  conditions?     It  is  clear  that  he  is  Exch,  ifPUas, 

a  retailer  of  beer^  for  he  is  a  person  who  sells  beer  in 

quantities  less  than  four  gallons  and  a  half;  and  in  order 

to  make  it  lawful  for  him  to  be  such  a  retailer  of  beer^ 

which  is  the  definition  given  in  the  very  act  of  Parliament^ 

he  must  take  out  a  license  under  the  statute  of  1  Will.  4, 

c.  64;  and  he  takes  out  a  license  accordingly  to  retail 

beer.    It  is  palpable^  then^  that  he  is  a  retailer  of  beer 

within  the  56  Geo.  3^  c.  58. 

Then  Mr.  Kelly^a  argument  is,  that  the  statute  is  to  be 
confined  in  construction  to  those  persons,  and  those  per- 
sons alone,  who  were  retailers  of  beer  at  the  time  the  act 
of  Parliament  passed.  But  the  act  of  Parliament  does  not 
say  so ;  and  the  plain  grammatical  and  literal  meaning  of 
the  act  is,  to  construe  those  words  in  a  general  sense,  as 
applicable  to  all  retailers  of  beer — ^both  to  those  who  were 
in  existence  at  the  time  that  act  passed,  and  to  those  who, 
by  any  lawful  means,  hereafter  should  become  retailers  of 
beer.  Nay,  it  seems  to  me  that  an  absurdity  would  follow 
from  not  using  the  words  in  the  general  sense ;  for,  as  has 
been  well  pointed  out  in  the  argument  of  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  if  we  were  to  introduce  the  construction  suggested 
by  Mr.  Kelly,  we  should  decide  that  any  change  in  the 
license,  or  in  the  condition  of  the  license  required  by  law, 
would  put  an  end  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  56  Geo.  3 — 
an  absurdity  so  great,  that  the  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  disclaims  it;  but  it  seems  to  me  necessarily  to 
follow,  unless  we  adopt  the  rule  that  the  expressions  '^  re- 
tailer of  beer,"  and  ''  dealer  in  beer,"  must  be  considered 
as  applying  to  those  who  might  exist  at  the  time  the 
act  passed,  and  to  those  who  might  subsequently  exist. 
Therefore  it  appears  to  me,  that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  have  to  make  out  that  the  literal 
construction  of  the  words,  and  the  grammatical  construc- 
tion, which  is  general,  is  to  be  restrained  by  reason  of 

VOL.  IX.  BE  M.  W. 
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Mxch.  rf  PUat,  some  absurdity  which  would  follow  from  their  being  con- 
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strued  generally ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  absurdity 
would  be  in  the  construction  pointed  out  by  them.  These 
words  mustj  therefore^  be  taken  in  their  large  and  general 
sense.    That  disposes  of  the  first  question. 

The  second  question  is  as  to  the  articles  enumerated; 
and  it  turns  upon  this^  whether  we  are  to  apply  the  last 
words  of  the  sentence^  '*  for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or 
hops/'  to  all  the  articles  specially  enumerated^  or  to  con* 
fine  them  to  the  latter  words^  "  any  article  or  preparation 
whatsoever/'  Now,  let  us  look  and  see  what  would  be  the 
plain  and  grammatical  construction  of  the  words.  If  Mr. 
Kelly's  argument  is  correct,  we  ought  to  have  the  words 
"  or  any  oilier  article  or  preparation  whatsoever  for  or  as 
a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops;*'  if  those  had  been  the  words 
used,  it  might  have  been  said,  that  inasmuch  as  the  arti- 
cles and  the  preparations  mentioned  were  to  be  any  other 
of  the  like  kind  with  those  which  had  been  enumerated 
before,  and  as  those  last  words  were  clearly  restrained  by 
the  words  "  for  or  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops/'  the 
same  restriction  might  also  very  fairly,  in  construction, 
have  been  applied  to  the  former  words.  But  the  words  are 
not  so;  the  words  are  "  or  any  article,"  not  "  any  other 
article."  Therefore,  according  to  the  plain  and  grammati- 
cal meaning  of  them,  the  latter  words  control  the  words 
"  any  article  or  preparation  whatsoever/'  and  those  alone. 
If  we  look  at  the  former  part  of  the  section,  we  see  how 
the  legislature  express  it  when  they  mean  to  bind  up  the 
general  words.  We  find  that  they  speak  of  ''  any  liquor, 
extract,  calx,  or  other  material  or  preparation  for  the 
purpose  of  darkening  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer/*  that 
is,  liquor  for  the  purpose  of  darkening  the  colour  of  worts 
or  beer,  extract  for  the  purpose  of  darkening  the  colour  of 
worts  or  beer,  calx  for  the  purpose  of  darkening  the  colour 
of  worts  or  beer,  or  any  other  article  for  the  purpose  of 
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Affkening  the  colour  of  worts  or  beer;  bttt  when  they  Bxeh.  of  Ptnu, 
come  to  this  part  of  the  section^  they  leave  out  the  word 
"  other/'  and  say,  ''  any  article  or  preparation  for  or  as  a 
substitute  for  malt  or  hops/'  It  seems  to  me^  therefore^ 
that  the  plain  grammatical  meaning  of  the  clause  con- 
fines these  latter  words  to  the  words  "  any  article  or  pre- 
paration,'' and  excludes  them  from  the  other  words  of  the 
clause. 

Let  us  try  this  matter  in  the  way  I  have  suggested  before. 
Does  any  absurdity  follow  from  our  so  construing  the  act? 
On  the  contrary,  may  it  not  have  been  a  very  reasonable 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  say  thus  ? — ^There 
are  certain  things  which  it  is  very  important  should  not 
be  in  the  hands  of  persons  of  this  description  at  all;  but 
inasmuch  as  we  cannot  know  whether,  at  some  future 
time,  ingenious  persons  may  not  discover  articles  that  may 
fall  within  the  same  category,  we  will  add  ''  other  articles ;" 
but  as  that  will  be  too  general,  we  will  restrain  those 
words  by  saying,  ''  any  other  articles  for  or  as  a  substi- 
tute for  malt  or  hops ;"  when  we  do  use  the  general  wordsj 
we  will  add  to  them  the  purpose  to  which  those  other 
articles  are  to  be  applied.  It  seems  to  me  no  more  than 
reasonable,  when  using  general  words,  to  restrain  them  by 
subsequent  words  introduced  into  the  clause,  and  when 
using  particular  words,  not  to  restrain  them,  in  order  to 
impose  an  absolute  and  intelligible  prohibition. 

Very  stringent  provisions  are  sometimes  enacted  by  the 
legislature  for  purposes  of  general  public  good,  involving 
great  restrictions  upon  particular  classes  of  men.  We  all 
know  very  well  that,  in  the  West  Riding  of  York  and 
Lancashire,  persons  are  not  allowed  to  be  in  possession 
of  weft  of  a  particular  description  without  proving  that 
they  have  come  honestly  by  it,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
general  law.  If  a  man  is  in  possession  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  weft,  he  is  presumed  to  have  embezzled  it^ 
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BjTch.  6f  pieaf,  unless  he  can  prove  that  he  came  honestly  by  it ;  which 

'     is  a  breach  of  the  general  principle  of  law,  that  every  man 

Att.-Oek.     13  presumed  innocent  till  he  is  found  guilty ;  but  that  act 

liOCKwooo.     has  been  passed  in  order  to  prevent  that  which  I  presume 

was  a  frequent  crime,  the  embezzlement  of  the  property  of 

employers  by  their  workmen. 

Then  the  last  question  is,  has  this  enactment  been  re- 
pealed? If  this  had  been  an  information  for  using  and 
mixing  articles  of  this  description  with  beer,  there  might 
have  been  some  possible  ground  for  contending  that  the 
penalty  of  the  56  Geo.  3,  c.  58,  had  been  repealed  or  altered 
by  the  13th  section  of  the  Beer  Act ;  I  say  possibly,  but 
even  as  to  that,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  argument  of  the 
Solicitor-General  is  entitled  to  great  weight.  I  think  that 
it  is  not  even  in  that  case  repealed;  but  when  we  come  to 
look  at  this  part  of  the  section,  there  is  not  a  single  syllable 
in  the  subsequent  act  which  touches  that ;  and  all  the  argu- 
ment amounts  to  is,  that  if  the  legislature  had  thought  about 
it,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would  have  altered  the  pe- 
nalty for  mixing,  which  could  not  be  done  without  the 
party's  having  the  article  in  his  possession,  and  have  left 
the  penalty  of  £200  for  having  it  in  his  possession.  But 
the  act  of  Parliament  is  to  be  construed  according  to  its 
plain  meaning.  The  legislature  have  not  said  so;  pos* 
sibly  they  never  thought  about  it,  and  this  is  an  ingenious 
construction  of  the  clause  very  contrary  to  their  intention. 
Why  should  we,  when  such  is  not  clearly  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  attempt  to  arrive  at  the  intention  by  any 
reasoning?  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  saying  that  this  penalty  has  been  altered  by 
the  subsequent  act  of  Parliament ;  and,  applying  the  rule 
of  construction  which  I  first  laid  down,  I  think  the  Crown 
is  entitled  to  judgment. 

GuENEY,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.    There  would 
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be  no  ground  whatever  for  the  application^  provided  this  E^eh.  qf  pum, 

case  stood  npon  the  56  Geo.  3,  c.  58,  alone,  and  the  1  Will.  4 

had  not  passed,  because  the  defendant  is  clearly  a  retailer 

of  beer,  and  he  has  done  that  which  the  56  Geo.  3  pro* 

bibits ;  but  it  is  contended  that  the  act  of  1  Will.  4  has 

introduced  a  new  species  of  retailer  of  beer,  subject  to 

smaller  penalties.    I  think  my  Lord  Chief  Baron  has  given 

the  answer  to  that,  that  it  matters  not  what  description  of 

retailer  of  beer  he  is ;  every  retailer  of  beer  is  the  same, 

whether  under  one  act  of  Parliament  or  the  other;  he  is 

a  retailer  of  beer,  and  subject  to  every  provision  of  the 

acts  of  Parliament  which  apply  to  retailers. 

Then  it  is  contended  that  under  the  1  Will.  4,  c.  64, 
other  penalties  are  inflicted  for  the  same  offences;  but 
the  obvious  answer  is,  that  this  is  not  an  offence  created 
by  the  1  Will.  4;  that  the  offence  upon  which  this  inform- 
ation is  founded  is  not  that  for  which  any  penalty  is  in- 
flicted by  that  statute.  And  still  further,  that  by  another 
act  of  Parliament,  which  passed  within  a  week,  and  which 
must  be  taken  to  be  part  of  the  same  provision,  the  enact* 
ments  of  the  56  Greo.  3  were  kept  alive. 

I  think,  therefore,  upon  the  whole  case,  without  going 
further  into  it,  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 


4D4  CASES   IN   THE  SXCHEQUSE, 

Bteh,  of  Pleat, 
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y   "..  '      Feeshfield  and  Others  t;.  Reed  and  Others,  Executors. 

A  power  to  de-  UoVENANT  for  rent  arrear,  by  the  assignees  of  the 

with  the^on!  reversion  against  the  executors  of  the  assignee  of  the  lessee, 

sent  of  A.  B.,  r£^Q  declaration  stated,  that  one  Thomas  Watson  being  seised 

atteeted,  is  not  in  fee  of  the  premises  thereinafter  mentioned,  heretofore, 

by  a  demise  to  wit,  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1777,  by  a  certain  inden- 

j'^^'^f  J~/^SI  ^^^  ^^^  between  himself  of  the  first  part,  Ehzabeth 

the  consent  of  Susanna  Watsou  of  the  second  part,  and  certain  trustees 

A.  B.,  "  testi-  *^       ' 

fled  by  bis  be-  of  the  third  part,  it  was  declared,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
^Mepresents ;"  for  the  Said  Thomas  Watson  in  his  lifetime,  and  for  the 
AatThe  wriuin  '*^*^  trustees  after  his  death,  with  the  consent  and  appro- 
consent  shall  be  bation  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Susanna  Watson,  while  living, 

signed  in  the        .  .  ,  i       n       .  «    i 

presence  of  a  m  wntiug,  duly  attested,  to  make  demises  of  the  premises 
witness.  ^  ^^^  manner  therein  mentioned.    The  declaration  then 

averred,  that  by  an  indenture  of  demise,  made  on  &c.,  the 
said  trustees,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
the  said  Elizabeth  Susanna  Watson,  ''  testified  by  her 
being  a  party  to  the  said  indenture,  did  demise,''  &c.  the 
premises  in  question.    On  demurrer  to  one  of  the  pleas, 

Offle,  who  appeared  in  support  of  the  plea,  objected  that 
the  declaration  was  bad,  the  terms  of  the  power  not  having 
been  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  alleged  that 
the  lease  was  made  with  the  consent  of  E.  S.  Watson 
"  in  writing,  duly  attested/'  The  averment  that  she  was 
a  party  to  the  deed  was  not  equivalent  to  an  allegation 
that  she  gave  her  consent  in  writing,  and  that  that  was 
duly  attested ;  nay,  it  was  not  even  alleged  that  she  exe- 
cuted the  deed. 

Addison,  contra,  urged,  that  the  power  did  not  require 
that  the  consent  should  be  attested  by  witnesses,  but  that 
any  attestation  by  writing  was  sufficient ;  that  the  word 
''  attested  "  had  the  same  meaning  as  ''  testified ;"  and  that 
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the  parties  to  the  lease  might  be  considered  as  so  many  Exch.  of  Pieas, 
witnesses  to  her  consent. 


But  Pee  Cueiam. — The  term  "  attest '^  manifestly  im- 
plies that  a  witness  shall  be  present,  to  testify  that  the 
party  who  is  to  execute  the  deed  has  done  the  act  re- 
quired by  the  power;  the  object  of  which  was,  that  some 
person  should  verify  that  the  deed  was  signed  voluntarily. 

Leave  to  the  plaintiffs  to  amend  on  payment  of  costs ; 
otherwise 

Judgment  for  the  defendants. 


BUTCHEE  V.  G.  D.  StEUAET.  Jan.  24. 

Assumpsit.— The  declaration,  after  stating  that  the  DccUndon  in 
plaintiff  had  recovered  in  an  action  against  one  Robert  JJ^^Sat^Uic*^* 
Steuart  the  sum  of  £3000  and  upwards,  and  had  sued  out  P»«ntiff?^»d  re- 

,  ,      covered  in  an 

a  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfaciendum,  under  which  the  said  action  against 

B.  Steuart  had  been  taken  in  execution,  alleged,  that  in  of  £3000,  and 

consideration  that  the  plaintiff  would  procure  the  release  ^8j[."under  * 

of  the  said  R.  Steuart  from  custody  under  the  said  writ,  J»Wch  R.  s. 

"^  .     .  had  been  taken 

the  defendant  promised  to  pay  the  plaintiff  the  sum  of  in  execution, 

alleged,  that  in 
consideration 
that  the  plaintiff  would  procure  the  release  of  R.  S.  from  custody,  the  defendant  promised  to 
pay  him  ;^500.    Averment,  that  the  plaintiff  did  procure  the  release  of  R.  S.  from  custody. 
Breach,  in  nonpayment  of  the  j^500. 

The  defendant  pleaded  as  follows : — 1st.  That  R.  S.  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  entitled  to  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  freedom  from  arrest;  that  his  release  from 
custody  was  only  on  the  ground  of  his  being  so  privileged  ;  that  he  afterwards  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  became  and  still  is  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  at  the  suit  of  the 
plaintiff;  that  the  promise  of  the  defendant  was  a  promise  to  answer  for  the  debt  of  another^ 
and  that  there  was  no  memorandum  in  writing  thereof. 

2nd.  That  R.  S.,  at  the  time  of  his  becoming  indebted  to  the  plaintiff,  was  a  member  of  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament,  and  that  whilst  he  continued  such  member,  the  plaintiff  re- 
covered judgment  and  issued  a  ca.  sa.,  under  which  he  was  taken  into  custody ;  that  R.  S.  was 
as  such  member  entitled  to  his  discharge  from  arrest,  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  his 
privilege,  a  judge  ordered  his  discharge  out  of  custody,  and  he  was  discharged  accordingly; 
and  that,  save  as  aforesaid,  there  never  was  any  consideration  for  the  defendant's  promise  :— 
Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the  first  plea  was  bad  for  duplicity,  and  the  second,  as  being 
an  argumentative  traverse  of  the  allegation  in  the  declaration,  that  the  plaintiff  had  procured 
ihe  release  of  R.  S.  from  custody. 
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^'''*ia42^'*"''  £500.    The  declaration  then  averred,  that  the  plaintiff 
^'     V      '^     did  procure  the  release  of  the  said  R.  Steuart,  but  that  the 
UTCHER      defendant  had  not  paid  the  plaintiff  the  said  sum  of  j6500, 
Steuart.      q^  ^ny  part  thereof. 

Fifth  plea. — ^That  the  said  R.  Steuart,  before  and  at  the 
time  of  making  the  said  promise  of  the  defendant,  and 
from  thence  until  and  at  and  after  the  discharge  of  the 
said  R.  Steuart  from  custody  as  aforesaid,  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  entitled  to  his  privilege  of 
Parliament,  and  freedom  from  arrest  and  imprisonment 
on  civil  process ;  and  that  the  procurement  of  the  release 
of  the  said  R.  Steuart,  and  his  release  from  custody,  were 
only  on  the  ground  of  his  being  so  privileged;  that  after- 
wards, and  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  the  said 
R.  Steuart  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  said  House ;  and 
that  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  he  the  said 
R.  Steuart  became  and  was,  and  still  is,  liable  to  be  taken 
in  execution  at  the  suit  of  the  plaintiff:  That  the  said 
promise  of  the  defendant  in  the  declaration  mentioned, 
was  and  is  a  promise  to  answer  for  the  debt  and  default  of 
another,  and  that  there  was  no  memorandum  or  note  in 
writing  of  the  said  promise. — Verification. 

Sixth  plea. — That  the  said  R.  Steuart,  at  the  time  of  his 
becoming  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  as  in  the  declaration 
mentioned,  was  a  member  of  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament, and  that  whilst  he  continued  such  member,  the 
plaintiff  recovered  judgment  for  the  said  debt,  and  issued 
a  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  thereon  against  him, 
under  which  the  said  R.  Steuart  was  taken  into  custody : 
That,  from  the  time  of  contracting  the  said  debt  xmtil  the 
time  of  the  discharge  of  the  said  R.  Steuart  from  custody, 
he  was,  as  such  member,  entitled  to  his  discharge  from 
such  arrest  and  imprisonment;  that  whilst  the  said  R. 
Steuart  was  so  in  custody  as  aforesaid,  and  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  said  privilege,  the  said  R.  Steuart  being 
privileged  from  arrest  as  aforesaid,  it  was  ordered  by  the 
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Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Patieson  that  the  said  B.  Steuart  should  ^^ch.  of  pieat, 
be  discharged  out  of  custody^  and  he  was  discharged  ac- 
cordingly; and  thatj  save  as  aforesaid,  there  never  was  any 
consideration  for  the  making  of  the  said  promise  of  the 
defendant  in  the  declaration  mentioned. — ^Verification. 

To  these  pleas  the  plaintiff  demurred  speciaUy;  and 
assigned  for  causes,  as  to  the  fifth  plea,.  First,  that  the  same 
was  double,  and  contained  two  distinct  grounds  of  defence, 
namely,  that  the  said  R.  Steuart  was  entitled  to  privilege 
of  Parliament  and  freedom  from  arrest,  that  the  procurer 
ment  of  his  discharge  was  on  that  ground  only,  and  that 
he  was  liable  to  be  again  taken  in  execution;  and  also, 
that  the  defendant's  promise  was  to  answer  for  the  debt 
and  default  of  another,  and  that  there  was  no  note  or  me- 
morandum thereof  in  writing :  Secondly,  that  the  plea  was 
an  argumentative  denial  of  the  plaintiff's  procurement  of 
the  release  of  the  said  R.  Steuart,  and  amounted  to  non 
assumpsit.  The  causes  of  demurrer  to  the  sixth  plea  were, 
that  the  plea  amounted  to  an  argumentative  denial  of  the 
procurement  of  the  release  of  B.  Steuart,  and  did  not  shew 
with  certainty  that  the  plaintiff  had  not,  by  his  personal 
labour,  procured  the  discharge  of  the  said  B.  Steuart,  and 
that  the  plea  amounted  to  non  assumpsit. — Joinder  in 
demurrer. 

ByleSf  in  support  of  the  demurrer.— These  pleas  are  bad. 
With  respect  to  the  fifth  plea,  if  the  first  part  of  it  means 
that  B.  Steuart  was  discharged  by  reason  of  his  privilege 
of  Parliament,  and  therefore  that  the  original  debt  still 
subsists,  that  of  itself  is  an  answer  to  the  declaration,  and 
the  plea  is  double,  because  it  goes  on  to  set  up  a  second 
defence  also,  namely,  that  the  promise  is  void,  because  it 
is  not  in  writing  pursuant  to  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  First, 
the  defendant  says  that  there  was  no  consideration  for  the 
promise,  because  the  plaintiff  has  done  no  more  than  by 
Jaw  he  was  bound  to  do;  secondly,  he  says  that  the  case  is 
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Mtciu  of  Pieoi,  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds.  If  the  first  be  an  answer  to 
the  action^  so  is  the  second.  But  in  truths  the  first  part 
of  the  plea  affords  no  answer  whatever.  The  allegation  in 
the  declaration  is,  that  in  consideration  that  the  plaintiff 
xrovld  procure  the  release  of  B.  Steuart  from  custody,  the 
defendant  promised  to  pay  the  £500.  That  could  only 
be  by  some  application  to  the  C!ourt  or  a  Judge :  and  there 
is  nothing  in  the  plea  to  shew  that  the  plaintiff  has  not 
incurred  expense  and  trouble  in  procuring  that  discharge, 
or  that  the  defendant  has  not  received  a  benefit  by  his  in- 
terposition. Procuring,  ex  vi  termini,  imports  the  doing  of 
something  whereby  the  discharge  was  facilitated  or  acce- 
lerated; and  the  plea  does  not  deny  that  the  plaintiff  did 
that.  Again,  if  the  party  were  discharged  by  his  own  pro- 
curement, the  debt  continues;  but  if  the  plaintiff  pro* 
cured  it,  then,  he  being  discharged  by  the  act  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  not  solely  by  the  act  of  law,  the  remedy  for  the 
debt  is  extinguished,  and  there  is  a  good  consideration  for 
the  defendant's  promise.  But  supposing  the  plaintiff  has 
not  lost  his  remedy  against  B.  Steuart,  then  the  Statute  of 
Frauds  is  an  answer  to  the  action,  and  the  plea  is  bad  for 
duplicity. 

Secondly,  the  plea  is  bad  in  form,  as  amounting  to  an 
argumentative  traverse  of  the  allegation  of  procurement  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  perhaps  also  as  amounting  to  the  general 
issue.  Under  a  direct  traverse  of  that  allegation,  the 
defendant  might  have  given  in  evidence  that  B.  S.  was  en- 
titled to  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  that  he  was  discharged 
on  that  ground  alone.  Whatever  be  the  sense  attributable 
to  the  contract  between  these  parties,  the  plaintiff  has 
averred  performance  of  it:  if  the  defendant  says  that 
another  sense  is  to  be  attributed  to  it,  he  ought  to  have 
traversed  it  as  alleged. — ^The  sixth  plea  is  bad  for  the  same 
reason. 

Chtmey,  contra.~The   fifth  plea  is  not  bad  on  the 
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groond  of  duplicity.    Although  each  part  of  it  may  be  in  Exeh.  rf  PUat^ 
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itself  a  defence^  if  they  constitute  parts  of  another  entire 
defence^  the  pleading  is  not  therefore  bad.  Here  the  Butche* 
several  allegations  are  constituent  parts  of  one  defence.  Steuabt. 
The  answer  given  by  the  first  part  of  the  plea  is  not 
merely  the  discharge  of  B.  Steuart  on  the  ground  of  pri- 
vilege^ but  that  he  continues  liable  to  be  taken  in  execu- 
tion. That  is  stated  to  shew  that  the  promise  of  the  de« 
fendant  was  not  an  original  one^  but  was  a  promise  to  pay 
the  debt  of  a  third  party^  and  therefore  within  the  Statute 
of  Frauds.  It  is  a  necessary  inducement  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  plea^  which  constitutes  the  real  answer  on  which  the 
defendant  relies.  [Lord  Abhiffer,  C.  B. — You  say  the  plea 
shews  that  in  fact  this  was  the  debt  of  a  third  person, 
because  the  original  debtor^  having  been  discharged  on  the 
ground  of  privilege^  continues  liable  to  be  taken  in  execu- 
tion. But  is  it  not  to  be  inferred  firom  the  declaration, 
that  his  discharge  was  to  be  so  procured  as  that  the  original 
debt  should  be  destroyed?]  It  is  submitted  that  there  is 
no  such  necessary  inference,  and  that  the  plaintiff  would 
not  be  bound  so  to  prove  at  the  trial.  It  would  be  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  shew  any  procurement;  and  such, 
indeed,  is  the  argument  on  the  other  side.  [Lord  Abin^ 
ger,  C.  B. — Then  supposing  the  construction  of  the  agree- 
ment to  be  that  the  debt  is  not  extinguished,  but  that  the 
plaintiff  may  retake  his  debtor,  is  not  the  defendant's  pro- 
mise nudum  pactum?]  Perhaps  so;  but  the  defendant 
desires  to  have  also  the  defence  to  the  contract,  upon  the 
other  construction  of  it,  that  even  if  there  was  a  promise 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  binding,  he  is  not  liable, 
because  it  is  void  by  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 

As  to  the  sixth  plea,  the  objection  is,  that  it  is  an  argu- 
mentative traverse  of  the  alleged  procurement.  [^Mer- 
son,  B. — ^What  is  it  but  a  circuitous  denial  of  the  procure- 
ment, concluding  with  a  verification?  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — 
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Etch,  ff  PUaSf  Neither  does  it  allege  who  took  out  the  summons  before 
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the  judge ;  it  may  be  that  the  plaintiflF  did.] 

Byles,  in  reply. — It  is  assumed  on  the  other  side,  that  if 
there  be  two  defences,  one  of  which  is  pleaded  as  induce^ 
tnent  to  the  other,  the  plea  is  not  double ;  but  that  is  not 
so.  Nor  is  the  plea  the  less  double  because  one  of  the  de« 
fences  is  informally  pleaded:  Purssard  v.  Peek  (a).  But 
the  substantial  objection  to  this  plea  is,  that  it  does  not 
shew  any  absence  of  consideration.  It  may  be  that  after 
his  discharge  R.  Steuart  went  abroad,  or  that  another  pri-i 
vilege  supervened:  if  so,  the  plaintiff  would  be  much 
prejudiced.  He  has  parted  with  his  present  right  of  ar« 
)rest;  and  the  contingency  of  not  retaking  the  debtor  is  a 
sufficient  detriment  to  constitute  a  good  consideration. 

Lord  Abinobr,  C.  B. — I  think  this  plea  is  bad.  I  en-» 
tained  some  doubt  at  first  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  con- 
sideration, supposing  the  intention  of  the  agreement  to  be 
that  the  plaintiff  should  reserve  his  right  of  re-arresting 
the  party.  But  the  consideration  may  be  equally  good 
notwithstanding,  by  the  detriment  arising  to  the  plaintiff 
by  the  suspension  of  his  remedy.  If  the  original  debt  was 
not  extinguished  by  the  discharge,  the  plea  is  double,  as 
containing  two  entire  defences ;  if  it  was,  the  rest  of  the 
plea  amounts  to  nothing.  As  to  the  sixth  plea,  that  only 
amounts  to  a  circuitous  denial  of  the  discharge  by  the  pro- 
curement of  the  plaintiff. 

Aldebson,  B.,  and  Gubney,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

(a)  Ant^,  196. 
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Bxch.  of  PUa$, 
1842. 


Walker  v.  Rostron.  ,     „, 

Jan.  21. 

iVsSUMPSIT  for  money  had  and  received^  and  on  an  The  plaintiff 
account  stated.     Plea^  non  assumpsit.    At  the  trial  before  b.,  taki^ng  his 
Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings  aaer  Trinity  'hr^ricrin?"^ 
Term,  1841,  the  following  facts  appeared : —  »cnt  them  to  the 

rm-  •-«  i<ii<i««/«»  /.         defendant  as 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  a  mannfac-  b.'s  agent,  who 

turer  at  Nottingham,  to  recover  from  the  defendant,  who  to"wf partners™ 

was  a  partner  in  a  mercantile  house,  carrying  on  business  ^J*;*^  ^^  •■^«* 

at  Manchester  under  the  firm  of  Rostron,  Dutton,  &  Co.,  ceptances  were 

and  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Bahia  under  the  firm  of  Ros-  pUintiMoubt- 

tron.  Hall,  &  Co.,  the  sum  of  ^61080,  with  interest,  claimed  tencyi  required 
to  be  due  under  the  following  circumstances.    The  plaintiff  further  secu  - 

had  sold  goods  to  one  Bull,  receiving  his  acceptances  for  upon  it  was 

the  price,  and  transmitted  them  to  the  defendant  as  Bull's  theViaintiff,^'' 

agent;  and  the  defendant  consigned  them  to  his  partners  ^'cfendanuhat 

at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Bahia.  While  the  acceptances  were  B.  should  write 

1   .      .«•  i       •         11  -r»    in         1     and  deliver  to 

outstanding,  the  plaintiff  having  doubts  as  to  Bulls  sol-  the  defendant  a 

vency,  and  wishing  for  further  security,  it  was  agreed  be-  ijlJfghrm^o'iit 

tween  the  plaintiff,  his  agent  Mr.Moylan,  Bull,  and  a  Mr.  ^^^J^J  Jl^^^j^^ 

M'Kinwell,  one  of  the  defendant's  partners,  authorized  by  receive  against 

the  defendant  for  that  purpose,  that  Bull  should  write  to  of  the  above 

the  defendant  the  following  letter;  which  was  written  by  ^  pifuJrs^"- 

him  accordingly,  and  delivered  to  the  defendant : —  ceptances  as 

°  "^  they  became 

Mr.  Richard  Rostron,  24th  October,  1839.  noured  by  him, 

*  Sir,— Mr.  Richard  G.  Walker,  of  Nottingham,  holding  ^'ihrrwei? 
my  acceptances  for  £1100  (say  eleven  hundred  pounds)  or  ofsuchn^pro- 
thereabouts,  for  goods  consigned  by  him,  on  my  account,  letter  was  ac- 
to  your  firms  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Bahia,  I  hereby  au-  yered  to  the 

defendant,  and 
he  assented  to  the  terms  of  it.  Before  the  bills  were  due,  B.  became  bankrupt,  and  the  defend- 
ant, having  received  the  net  proceeds  of  the  goods,  refused  to  pay  any  part  thereof  to  the  plain- 
tiff, but  handed  them  over  to  B.'s  assignees:— Held,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  amount  of  the  acceptances  from  the  defendant  in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received ; 
this  being  an  appropriation  irrevocable  except  by  the  consent  of  all  parties,  for  which  the  existing 
debti  although  not  then  payable,  was  a  good  consideration. 

Held,  also,  that  the  letter  did  not  require  a  stamp,  either  as  an  inland  bill  or  as  an  agreement 
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Exek.  of  Phat,  thorue  and  direct  jou,  from  and  out  of  the  remittances 
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that  you  may  receive  against  net  proceeds  of  any  consign- 
ments made  by  me  to  either  of  your  above  firms^  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  of  May  last,  to  pay  such  acceptances  upon 
and  as  they  become  due,  or  afterwards,  if  previously  to  the 
receipt  of  such  net  proceeds  of  such  consignments  the  said 
bills  arie  not  honoured  by  me. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Signed  in  the  presence  of  us  Anthony  Bull. 

J.  H.  M^ElNWELL. 
W.  MOYLAN. 

Bull  afterwards  directed  the  defendant  to  pay  his  own 
debt  out  of  the  residue  of  the  proceeds.  One  of  the  ac- 
ceptances became  due  on  the  17th  August  1839,  but  was 
renewed  by  Bull.  The  next  would  have  been  due  on  the 
15th  December  following.  On  the  2nd  December,  how- 
ever. Bull  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  on  which  a 
fiat  issued  on  the  2nd  January  1840.  The  plaintiff  took 
up  the  bill  which  fell  due  on  the  15th  December.  The 
defendant,  having  received  the  proceeds  of  the  consign- 
ments in  question,  and  having  paid  out  of  them  his  own 
demand  on  Bull,  handed  over  to  Bull's  assignees,  under  an 
indemnity  from  them,  the  remainder  of  the  proceeds. 

Upon  the  letter  of  the  24th  October  being  tendered  in 
evidence  by  the  plaintiff,  it  was  objected  that  it  ought  to 
have  borne  a  stamp,  either  as  an  inland  bill,  within  the 
Stat.  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184,  sched.  pt.  1,  title  '  Inland  Bill,'  or 
as  an  agreement.  It  was  also  contended  for  the  defend- 
ant, that  the  order  itself,  being  conditional  and  contingent 
in  its  terms,  did  not  amount  to  an  appropriation,  or  to  an 
equitable  assignment,  of  any  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
goods;  and  the  cases  of  Carvalho  v.  Bum  (a),  and  Huichin-' 
son  V.  Heyworth  (i),  were  cited.    The  Lord  Chief  Baron 

(a)  4  B.  &  Ad.  382 ;  1  Nev.  &    £U.  883 ;  4  Nev.  &  M.  889. 
M.  700;  S.  C.  in  error,  1  Ad.  &        (6)  9Ad.&Ell.375;  1P.&D.266 
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reserved  both  points,  and  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  Bxek.  of  Plea$, 

1842 
plidntifF  for  the  amount  claimed^  the  defendant  having  - 

leave  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit. — ^In  Michaelmas  Term,        Walker 


Thesiger  moved  accordingly. — He  admitted  that  Hutch- 
inson  v.  Heyworth  was  an  authority  that  the  order  did  not 
require  an  inland  bill  stamp,  but  contended  that  it  ought 
to  have  had  an  agreement  stamp;  for  that  unless  it 
amounted  to  an  agreement  whereby  the  funds  of  Bull  in 
the  hands  of  the  defendant  were  bound,  the  plaintiff  could 
have  no  right  of  action. 

Per  Curiam. — ^This  is  a  mere  order,  and  not  a  memoran- 
dum in  which  both  parties  have  reduced  to  writing  the 
binding  terms  of  their  agreement,  and  which,  whether 
signed  or  not,  requires  a  stamp.  It  is  more  like  a  pro- 
posal, or  a  valuation  of  work  done,  which,  though  it  be 
afterwards  assented  to  by  the  other  party,  may  be  read  in 
evidence  without  a  stamp.  It  is  in  truth  a  parol  agree- 
ment so  far  as  respects  the  defendant.  On  this  point 
therefore  there  will  be  no  rule. 

On  the  other  point  reserved  a  rule  was  granted,  against 
which 

Erie  and  Chray  shewed  cause  in  the  same  term  (Novem- 
ber 16).  It  win  be  contended  for  the  defendant,  that, 
inasmuch  as  Bull's  acceptances  were  not  due  at  the  time 
when  the  order  of  the  24th  of  October  was  given,  there 
was  no  consideration  for  the  giving  of  it,  and  therefore  the 
order  was  revocable  by  Bull,  and  was  consequently  revoked 
by  his  bankruptcy.  No  question  of  considercttUm  is  raised 
in  the  cases  on  this  subject,  an  order  of  this  kind  being  held 
to  be  irrevocable,  where  the  party  to  whom  it  is  directed 
has  accepted  it,  and  pledged  himself  to  act  upon  it.  It  is 
not  like  the  case  of  an  agreement  under  which  a  party  is 
to  do  more  than  he  was  before  liable  to  do,  and  for  which 
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Bxek,  of  Pleas,  there  must  be  a  consideration:  here  the  acting  upon  the 
order  could  be  only  carrying  into  effect  that  which  by  a 
subsisting  agreement^  by  means  of  the  bills^  Bull  had 
already  contracted  to  do.  If  it  had  been  an  authority  to 
pay  before  the  bills  became  due,  the  case  might  be  differ- 
ent;  but,  in  truth,  it  is  no  more  than  the  reiteration  of  his 
previous  promise  on  the  bills.  [Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B. — That 
is  what  they  say  on  the  other  side ;  that  it  is  no  more 
than  he  had  before  agreed  to  do,  and  therefore  he  might 
revoke  it;  and,  the  bankruptcy  having  revoked  it,  it  is  at 
an  end.]  But  the  defendant  has  accepted  it,  and  given  a 
pledge  to  be  bound  by  it.  The  question  arises  as  to 
the  consideration  between  the  plaintiff  and  Bull ;  and  that, 
it  is  contended,  is  sufficient,  because  by  the  order  Bull 
contracts  to  do  no  more  than  he  was  already  liable  to. 
"Where  there  is  a  subsisting  debt,  although  not  yet  pay- 
able, the  creditor  may  take  a  further  security,  without  any 
other  consideration  than  the  existing  debt;  Crosby  v. 
Crouch  (a).  The  assent  of  the  party  to  whom  the  order  is 
directed  is  the  material  fact;  after  such  assent,  he  can- 
not say  that  it  was  without  consideration.  Robertson  v. 
FaufUleroy  {b)  and  Hodgson  v.  Anderson  (c)  are  authorities 
for  the  plaintiff.  [Rolfe,  B. — ^Those  were  cases  of  a  debt 
then  due  and  payable.]  The  implied  undertaking,  to  pay 
out  of  the  proceeds,  would  be  a  consideration  subsisting  at 
the  time  of  the  agreement,  though  not  to  be  performed 
till  afterwards,  and  would  prevent  the  order  firom  being  re- 
vocable. [Parke,  B. — ^You  would  contend,  that  if  I  owed 
a  debt,  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  January  next,  and  gave 
an  order  on  my  banker  to  pay  it,  and  on  my  creditor's 
going  to  him  he  promised  to  do  so,  that  order  would  not 
be  afterwards  countermandable.]  Yes,  if  the  debtor  in- 
tends that  it  shall  thenceforth  be  a  security  to  the  creditor, 
as  was  the  case  here.     Suppose,  in  consequence  of  this 

(a)  2  Campb.  166;  S.C.  11  East,  256. 
(b)  8  Moore,  10.  (c)  3  B.  &  Cr.  842;  5  D.  &  R.  735. 
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order,  the  plaintiff  had  made  further  advances  to  Bull|  Bxeh,  rf  puas, 
could  he  afterwards  turn  round  and  say  that  it  was  revo* 
cable  for  want  of  consideration?  Here  the  plaintiff  did 
afterwards  take  up  the  bill  which  fell  due  on  the  15th  of 
December;  it  is  sufficient,  however,  if  his  position  nught 
have  been  altered  to  his  prejudice  in  consequence  of  the 
order.  Gibion  v.  Mkiet  (a)  may  be  cited  on  the  other  side. 
That  was  the  case  of  an  order  given  by  the  plaintiff  upon 
his  banker  to  a  third  person,  directing  the  banker  ''  to 
hold  over  from  his  private  account  £400  to  the  disposal 
oV  the  third  person.  The  banker  accepted  the  order,  by 
writing  on  the  debit  side  of  the  plaintiff's  account  that 
this  money  was  to  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  that  person ; 
but  it  was  not  paid  over  to  him,  or  appropriated  to  his 
credit.  There  the  order  was  held  to  be  revocable,  but  that 
was  upon  the  finding  of  the  jury  that  it  was  executory, 
and  had  not  been  acted  upon;  Lord  Gifford  laying  it 
down,  that  if  it  was  an  absolute  order,  and  accepted  as 
such  by  the  banker,  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  revoke 
it.  So,  in  Williams  v.  Everett  (A),  where  a  party  residing 
abroad  remitted  a  sum  of  money  to  the  defendants,  his 
bankers,  with  directions  to  pay  it  to  the  plaintiff,  but  they 
refused  to  do  so,  it  was  held,  on  the  ground  of  such  non- 
assent  on  their  part,  that  they  were  not  liable  to  the  plain- 
tiff in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received :  but  there 
also  the  general  principle  is  distinctly  stated,  that,  after 
an  engagement  by  the  remittee,  whereby  he  has  appro- 
priated the  remittance  to  the  use  of  the  person  who  is  the 
object  of  it,  he  cannot  retract  his  consent,  but  is  bound  to 
hold  it  for  his  use.  The  same  principle  is  recognised  in 
Huicfnnson  v.  Heyworth.  But  further,  this  may  be  con- 
sidered as  an  authority  coupled  with  an  interest,  and 
therefore  not  revocable.    Gaussen  v.  Morton  {c).    It  may 

(a)  2  Bing.  7 ;  9  Moore,  31.  (6)  14  East,  582. 

(c)  10B.&C.  731. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  be  Said  there  is  no  interest  because  there  is  no  considera- 
'  '  tion,  and  therefore  that  in  truth  it  is  the  same  question  in 
Walker  other  words.  But  this  is  an  authority  to  do  an  act  in 
RosTRON.  which  the  party^  in  whose  favour  it  is  given^  has  an  interest. 
It  is  not  like  a  case  where^  if  the  authority  be  executed,  he 
will  not  be  benefited,  and  if  it  remain  unexecuted,  he  is 
not  prejudiced :  here  it  is  obvious  an  interest  was  intended 
to  pass.  Or  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  equitable  assign- 
ment of  the  specific  fund  to  which  it  relates — ^the  proceeds 
of  consignments. already  made — a  fund  capable  of  being 
assigned,  and  the  assignment  of  which  was  enforceable  in 
equity,  and  which  is  therefore  irrevocable.  Crowfoot  v. 
Gumey  (a) ;  Carvalho  v.  Bum  (i).  The  case  last  cited  was 
a  case  of  an  appropriation  of  funds  to  secure  the  payment 
of  bills  not  yet  due,  so  that  it  entirely  resembles  the 
present. 

Thesiger  and  Crompion,  in  support  of  the  rule. — The 
transaction  in  question  amounted  merely  to  an  order  ca- 
pable of  being  revoked  by  Bull,  and  therefore  revoked  in 
fact  by  his  bankruptcy.  In  order  to  render  it  such  an 
appropriation,  or  equitable  assignment,  of  the  fund,  as 
cannot  be  revoked,  it  must  appear  that  there  is  a  binding 
consideration  of  some  kind  between  the  party  giving  the 
order  and  the  party  in  whose  favour  it  is  given ;  and  that 
is  an  ingredient  in  all  the  cases  cited  on  the  other  side. 
Here  it  is  admitted  that  there  was  no  fresh  credit  given  to 
BuU,  and  no  fresh  duty  imposed  on  him.  In  Hutchinson 
V.  Heyworthy  the  case  was  put  upon  the  ground  that  there 
was  a  consideration  by  the  forbearance  of  the  bankers 
towards  the  party  who  made  the  order,  and  the  guarantee 
given  by  them  to  the  defendants.  In  Hodgson  v.  Anderson, 
the  order  was  held  to  be  irrevocable  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant,  from  whom  the  debt  was  due,  had  pledged  him- 
self to  pay  it  to  the  appointees,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had 

(a)  9  Bing.  372 ;  2  M.  &  Scott,  473.  (6)  7  SimoM,  109. 
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received  forbearance  from  the  banking  company^  his  credi-  Sjcek.  qf  Pleat, 
tors.  So,  in  Crowfoot  v.  Gumey,  it  was  held  that  there 
was  an  equitable  assignment,  the  consideration  of  which 
was  the  forbearance  of  the  appointee  to  sue  the  appointor. 
A  debt  can  be  well  assigned  only  where  there  is  a  binding 
agreement  amongst  all  the  three  parties  to  the  transaction, 
for  good  consideration,  the  extinguishment  of  the  original 
debt  being  deemed  a  good  consideration.  Wharton  y.  Wal^ 
*er(a);  Fairlie  v.  Denton  {b).  But  the  mere  precedent 
liability  to  the  debt  is  only  sufficient  to  ground  a  promise 
which  is  coextensive  with,  and  would  arise  in  law  out  of, 
that  liability;  it  is  not  sufficient  to  raise  any  new  obligation : 
Hopkins  V.  Logan  (c).  The  only  case  which  resembles  this 
in  the  circumstance  of  the  bills  not  being  at  maturity  at 
the  time  of  the  order,  is  that  of  Bailey  v.  CulverweU{d). 
The  authority  of  that  case  has  been  questioned:  there, 
however,  there  was  a  complete  transfer  of  the  goods  by  the 
order,  and  on  that  ground  the  case  is  distinguishable  from 
the  present.  Here  both  parties,  after  the  giving  of  the 
order,  remained  in  statu  quo ;  no  fresh  forbearance  or  credit 
was  given  to  BuU,  nor  was  any  detriment  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff.  But  further,  there  was  no  appropriation  of  any 
specific  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  goods  to  the  payment  of 
the  acceptances ;  and  that  brings  the  case  within  the  au- 
thority of  Bum  V.  Carvalho,  where  Lord  Lyndhurst,  C.  B., 
says  (e) — ''  Here  is  no  immediate  assignment  of  any  certain 
or  specified  amount  of  property,  but  at  most  only  an  agree- 
ment to  assign  on  a  contingency,  and  goods  of  an  uncertain 
quantity/'  So  here  there  is  no  specified  amount  of  pro- 
perty whereon  the  order  is  to  operate,  and  there  is  also  a 
contingency,  for  the  proceeds  are  not  to  be  paid  to  the 
plaintiff,  in  case  Bull  should  honour  his  acceptances.    It  is 

(a)  4  B.  &  Cr.  163;  6  D.  &  B.  (c)  6  M.  &  W.  241. 

288.  (^  8  B.  &  Cr.  448 ;  2  Man.  &  R. 

(6)  8  B.  &  Cr.  395 ;  2  Man.  &  564. 

R.  353.  (0  1  Ad.  8i  Ell.  894. 
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Exch.  of  Pleat,  sold  that  the  assent  of  the  party  ordered  to  pay  the  money 


1842. 


is  sufficient  to  make  the  transaction  binding ;  but  that  is 
not  so.  Where  there  is  an  actual  transfer  of  the  goods^  so 
that  trover  would  lie^  the  case  is  different;  but  a  gift  not 
perfected  by  delivery  of  possession  may  be  revoked^  not- 
withstanding an  assent.  A  consideration  is  also  necessary. 
In  Bradbury  v.  Anderton{a),  where  creditors  of  a  trader 
who  had  committed  a  secret  act  of  bankruptcy,  procured  a 
person  to  whom  they  were  indebted  to  purchase  goods  of 
the  trader,  with  whose  assent  that  person  credited  them  in 
account  for  the  price,  it  was  held  that  if  the  appropriation 
of  the  money  to  them  was  merely  in  consequence  of  the 
direction  of  the  trader,  it  was  revocable,  and  was  revoked 
by  his  bankruptcy.  The  Court  there  treat  it  as  entirely 
a  question  of  contract  There  must  be  something  in  the 
contract  to  make  such  an  order  irrevocable— jEirsmd/acie  it 
is  revocable,  although  it  has  been  assented  to  by  the  party 
on  whom  it  is  made«  Gibson  v.  Minet. 

Then  it  is  said  that  this  is  an  authority  coupled  with  an 
interest,  which  therefore  could  not  be  revoked.  But  to 
make  that  rule  of  law  applicable,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
interest  should  be  in  the  party  to  whom  the  authority  is 
given;  as  in  Gaussen  v.  Morton,  where  it  was  held  that  a 
debtor  could  not  revoke  an  authority  given  by  him  to  his 
creditor  to  sell  his,  the  debtor's,  lands,  and  pay  his  own 
debt  out  of  the  proceeds.  In  the  present  case,  the  defend- 
ant had  no  authority  to  pay  his  own  debt  out  of  this  fund, 
by  virtue  of  the  direction  given  by  Bull  with  the  plaintiff's 
assent;  his  authority  to  pay  himself  was  derived  out  of 
another  instrument. 

Neither  is  this  an  eqtdtable  assignment,  which  a  Court  of 
Equity  would  enforce  by  compelling  an  actual  assignment. 
If  it  be  a  mere  equitable  right  of  lien,  that  gives  the  plain- 
tiff no  title  to  recover  at  law.    But  further,  a  binding  bar- 

(a)  1  C,  M.  &  R.  486. 
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gain  is  equally  necessary  to  its  operating  as  an  equitable  Exeh.  pf  PUat, 
assignment.      [Parke,  B. — ^Is  not  an  eqnitable  assignment     ^   ^     ^ 
of  a  chose  in  action  tlie  same  in  equity  as  tlie  assignment      Walker 
of  a  chattel  at  law?    Then  this  is  the  case  of  a  plaintiff     Rostbok. 
suing  the  party,  who  has  agreed  to  become  his  agent  for 
the  amount  of  that  equitable  lien.]      But  to  arrive  at  that 
conclusion,  we  have  to  come  round  to  the  agreement  of 
the  parties,  for  which  there  mtist  be  a  consideration. — 
They  cited  also  Lepard  v.  Vemon{a). 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^In  this  case  the  question  arose 
upon  the  effect  of  a  written  arrangement  entered  into  by 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Bostron,  that  he  would  deliver  over  to 
the  plaintiff  the  proceeds  of  certain  consignments  that 
were  to  come  to  his  hands,  the  goods  being  in  the  posses- 
sion of  two  foreign  houses,  in  which  he  was  a  partner. 
This  was  to  be  done  in  order  to  satisfy  certain  bills  of  ex- 
change, accepted  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bull,  payable 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  for  goods  sold  by  him,  and  which 
BuU  had  consigned  to  the  defendants  house  abroad.  The 
bills  of  exchange,  at  the  time  the  alleged  appropriation 
was  made,  were  not  due.  The  circumstances  were  these : 
— The  defendant,  Bostron,  was  a  merchant  residing  in 
Manchester,  and  the  plaintiff  being  the  holder  of  these 
bills  of  exchange,  and  having  some  doubt  of  the  solvency 
of  Bull,  there  was  an  understanding  that  he  was  to  have 
some  further  security.  The  defendant  was  aware  of  this, 
and  directed  his  partner  to  go  with  the  plaintiff  to  Bull, 
in  order  to  arrange  with  him  the  sort  of  collateral  security 
that  the  plaintiff  was  to  have  for  the  payment  of  the  bills. 
The  plaintiff  went  accompanied  by  his  agent,  and  several 

(a)  2  Ves.  &  B.  51. 
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Etch,  qf  Pleat,  suggestions  having  been  made  at  the  meeting  by  the 
agent,  and  not  approved  of,  the  gentleman  who  represented 
the  defendant  suggested  an  expedient  which  appeared  to 
satisfy  all  parties ;  it  was  arranged  that  Bull  should  write 
the  letter  on  which  the  action  was  brought.  He  accord- 
ingly wrote  that  letter,  the  particular  terms  of  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  state, — ^the  result  was,  that  the  defendant 
engaged,  on  Bull's  direction,  to  pay  such  proceeds  as 
should  come  to  his  hands  from  the  goods  consigned,  as 
were  necessary  to  satisfy  the  bills  of  exchange,  in  case 
they  were  not  paid  at  maturity.  The  paper  was  accord- 
ingly handed  to  him,  having  been  approved  of  by  both 
parties,  and  he  and  his  agent  undertook  to  comply  with 
its  terms.  The  remainder  of  the  proceeds  was  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  defendant  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt  of  his  own^ 
Bull  eventually,  and  before  the  bills  became  due,  became 
a  bankrupt.  The  defendant,  having  received  the  proceeds 
of  the  goods  from  his  house  abroad,  paid  out  of  them  what 
was  due  to  himself  from  Bull,  and  then,  taking  an  indem- 
nity from  the  assignees,  paid  them  the  sums  that  the 
plaintiff  contended  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  him.  Upon 
this,  the  plaintiff  brought  the  present  action ;  and  on  the 
trial,  I  directed  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  verdict.  An  objection  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  and  was  argued  before  us  in  the  last  term, 
which  resolves  itself  into  two  points :  first,  whether  there 
was  any  good  coAsideration  given  to  Bull,  in  the  letter  in 
question,  for  his  appropriating  the  proceeds  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned.  Upon  consideration,  the  Court  are  of 
opinion  that  there  was  a  good  consideration;  for  the  exis- 
tence of  a  debt/  although  it  be  not  due  instanter,  is  a  good 
consideration;  and  so  it  is  to  take  lawful  and  proper 
means  to  provide  for  payment,  even  though  they  be  condi- 
tional. K  we  were  to  hold  otherwise,  you  might  deny  the 
consideration  for  a  collateral  security  for  any  debt  which 
might  not  be  due  at  the  moment,  although  it  is  a  very 
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common  thing  to  require  and  obtain  such  security.    It  Exeh.  i^  PUas, 
cannot  be  doubted  that  if  a  man  held  a  bill  of  exchange,  '  ^ 

of  which  another  was  the  acceptor,  and  both  were  to  go  Walker 
together  to  a  banker,  who  had  money  of  the  acceptor's  Rostron. 
deposited  with  him,  and  it  were  agreed  amongst  them  that 
the  banker  should  hold  that  money  until  the  bill  of  ex- 
change should  be  satisfied,  and  if  not  satisfied,  that  he 
should  pay  the  bill  out  of  that  money,  that  would  con- 
stitute a  good  consideration,  and  it  could  not  be  altered 
afterwards,  except  by  the  consent  of  all  parties.  The 
next  objection  was,  that  the  letter  itself  did  not  bind  the 
defendant ;  that  it  was  only  directory  as  to  what  should  be 
done  with  the  proceeds;  and  that  Bull  himself,  before  his 
bankruptcy,  might  have  altered  the  appropriation  then 
made.  That  turns  on  this  question,  whether  the  defendant 
had  accepted  it,  and  bound  himself  so  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  real  transaction,  and  the  real  object  and 
arrangement  of  the  parties,  was  this — to  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  as  far  as  it  could  be 
done,  the  goods  being  abroad,  but  the  proceeds  b^ing  des- 
tined to  come  to  him ;  and  that  he  should  undertake  so 
to  apply  them.  If  that  be  the  case,  how  could  the  bank- 
rupt have  made  any  such  alteration?  He  could  not  alter 
the  direction  of  the  consignments ;  they  were  already  in 
the  defendant's  hands,  or  in  those  of  his  partners  abroad, 
and  the  proceeds  were  to  come  to  the  defendant.  The 
question  is,  whether  he  could  authorize  the  defendant  to 
disregard  the  arrangement  so  made,  and  to  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds to  anybody  else.  If  he  could,  of  course  his  assig- 
nees had  the  same  power.  But  we  are  of  opinion  that 
neither  he  nor  his  assignees  could  do  so.  This  is  a  case  of 
a  party  engaging  himself  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  goods  according  to  certain  directions  of  the  owner, 
and  appears  to  us  to  fall  within  that  class  of  cases  where, 
when  an  order  has  been  given  to  a  person  who  holds  goods 
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Bipeh.  qfPUMf  to  appropriate  them  in  a  particular  manner,  and  he  has 
engaged  to  do  so,  none  of  the  parties  are  at  liberty,  with- 
out the  consent  of  all,  to  alter  that  arrangement.  We  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  acceptance  of  that  arrange- 
ment made  on  the  part  of  the  bankrupt  was  binding  on  the 
defendant.  The  verdict  was  therefore  right,  and  this  role 
must  be  discharged. 

Bule  discharged. 


•^*"'*-  22.  Watkins  v.  Bensusan. 

To  an  action  by  AsSUMPSIT  by  the  indorsee  against  the  acceptor  of  a  bill 

uic  indorsee  ____ 

against  the  ac  of  exchange,  in  which  the  declaration  alleged,  that  Thomas 
of  MchangJi*"  Truemau,  the  drawer,  had  indorsed  the  biU  to  one  Bincks, 
*  teid^d  "fi*"'  ^^^  indorsed  to  one  B.  Binckley,  who  indorsed  to  the  plain- 
that  before  and  tiff.  To  this  declaration  the  defendant,  who  was  under  terms 
the  indorsingof  of  pleading  issuably, pleaded,  first,  that  before  and  at  the  time 
?rawcr,hV(the  of  indorsing  the  said  bill  of  exchange  by  the  said  Thomas 
drawer,  was       Truemau,  as  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  the  said  Thomas 

indebted  to  the 

defendant  in  a  Truemau  was  and  still  is  indebted  to  the  defendant  in  the 
ezce^ing  the  ^^^^^  ^^  £100  for  work  and  labour,  money  lent,  and  on  an 
biu""and^that  *^co^^*  Stated,  payable  on  request,  to  an  amount  exceed- 
after  the  bill  ing  the  amount  of  the  said  bill  of  exchange,  and  of  all 

became  due,  ,  .  ,        •         , 

in  order  to  de-  damages  theucc  resulting: — ^the  plea  then  went  on  to  allege, 
fe"daiit  of  his  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Thomas  Truemau,  whilst  the  said  money  was 
ii^rwpm  of  Ae  ^^®  ^^  unpaid,  and  after  the  bill  of  exchange  in  the  de- 
debt,  he  frau-  claratiou  became  due,  in  order  to  deprive  the  defendant  of 

dulently  in-         •■.       ••        <•  »«.  »   •,        «  .111  i.^i    • 

dorsed  the  bill,  his  right  of  sct-off  in  rcspcct  of  the  aforesaid  debts,  did,  in 

pho^dff  to*sue  fr»«d  of  the  defendant,  and  in  collusion  with  the  said 

^\hf bm*2nd  ^"^^^^>  Binckley,  and  the  phiintiff,  indorse  the  said  bifl  to 

without  any  the  Said  B.  Biucks,  who  indorsed  the  same  to  Binckley,  "who 

foiTthe^indorse-  indorsed  it  to  the  plaintiff,  which  said  indorsements  were 

ment.    The 

defendant  pleaded,  secondly,  that  the  drawer,  before  he  indorsed  the  bill,  petitioned  for  relief 
under  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act,  whereby  the  right  and  title  to  the  bill  yetted  in  bis  Msig* 
nees  i^HM,  that  both  were  issuable  pleas. 
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tlie  indorsements  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  in  order  to  Exeh.  of  PUas, 


enable  the  plaintiff  to  sue  the  defendant  on  the  said  bill, 
without  any  consideration  for  the  said  indorsements,  or  any 
of  them,  and  that  the  plaintiff  sued  in  this  action  as  agent 
of  the  said  Thomas  Tmeman,  according  to  such  fraud  and 
collusion,  and  that  the  money  due  to  the  defendant  from 
Tmeman  still  remained  unpaid.  The  defendant  also 
pleaded,  that  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  and 
the  indorsing  of  the  bill,  as  in  the  declaration  mentioned, 
the  said  Thomas  Trueman  was  a  prisoner  for  debt,  and 
whilst  holder  of  the  bill,  and  before  the  same  was  indorsed 
over,  applied  to  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Court  by  petition 
for  relief,  whereby  the  right  to  the  said  bill  vested  in 
his  assignees.  The  plaintiff  treated  these  two  pleas  as 
being  non-issuable  pleas,  and  signed  interlocutory  judg- 
ment. 

Buii,  haying  obtained  a  rule  to  set  aside  this  judg- 
ment, 

Pearson  now  shewed  cause. — These  pleas  are  not  issu- 
able. The  first  plea  attempts  to  affect  the  plaintiff  with  the 
equities  between  the  drawer  and  acceptor,  with  which  he 
has  nothing  to  do.  In  Burrough  v.  Moss  (a),  it  was  held 
that  although  the  indorsee  of  an  overdue  promissory  note 
is  liable,  in  an  action  against  the  maker,  to  all  the  equities 
arising  out  of  the  note  transaction  itself,  yet  he  is  not  liable 
to  a  set-off  in  respect  of  a  debt  due  from  the  indorser  to  the 
maker  of  the  note,  arising  out  of  collateral  matters.  That 
case  was  confirmed  by  Stein  v.  YgleHas  {bj,  where,  in  an 
action  by  the  indorsee  against  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, the  defendant  pleaded,  that  before  the  indorsement 
the  indorser  was  indebted  to  the  defendants  in  a  sum  of 
money  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  bill ;  and  it  was  held 

(a)  10  B.  St  C.  558.      (6)  1  C,  M.  fr  R.  565 ;  3  Dowl.  P.  C.  252. 


1842. 
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EjBdL  qf  Pleas, 
1842. 

Spencer  v.  Barovgh.  Jan.  22. 

jHiSSUMPSIT  against  the  defendant  as  the  maker  of  a  A  party  who 
promissory  note.  Plea^  that  the  defendant  did  not  make  duce^eTi.'  ' 
the  note. — ^No  notice  had  been  given^  pursoant  to  the  rule  ^enTat  thT"' 
of  Hilary  Term,  4  Will.  4,  s.  20,  to  admit  the  signature;  f^"'* "»  ^^^^ 
the  reason  for  which  omission  was,  that  the  defendant's  in  order  to  en- 
attorney  having  been  applied  to  to  admit  it,  he  refused  the^costTof  ^ 
to  do  so,  saying  that  the  bill  was  a  forgery.    The  cause  Pr®^««  »H  *« 

'       -^      °  ^     ^  giTe  a  DOUce  to 

having  been  tried,  and  a  verdict  found  for  the  plaintiff,  the  sdmit,  under 

^_  ,  m        t  %■%  1  A  .         R.  20ofH,  T. 

Master,  on  taxation,  refused  to  allow  the  costs  of  provmg  4  wni.  4,  to 

4.V«  ««.»«4-».o.  afford  the  other 

the  signature.  p^^y  an  oppor- 

tunity  of  ad- 
mitting it,  not- 

S.  Temple  now  moved  to  review  the  taxation.  —  The  withstanding 
rule  was  never  intended   to  apply  to  cases  where  the  u  put  in  issue 
validity  of  the  document  was  put  in  issue  on  the  record,  ?"  *!**  ^i'^Jlfj" 
and  where  there  had  been  a  positive  refusal  by  the  de-  though,  on  ap. 

■^  J      r  r      pJ>c*tion  to  the 

fendant  to  admit  the  signature  on  the  ground  that  the  attorney  on  the 

instrument  was  a  forgery.     Under  the  stat.  22  &  23  Car.  j,^  refused  to 

2,  c.  136,  a  judge's  certificate  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  ^JJf^^^^'f^e 

costs  was  held  unnecessary  where  a  battery  was  admitted  ground  that  the 

document  was 
on  the  record.  a  forgery. 

Alderson,  B. — ^The  rule  is  imperative,  and  applies  to 
all  cases,  whether  the  document  proposed  to  be  given  in 
evidence  is  put  in  issue  on  the  record  or  not.  Tn  either 
case  the  plaintiff  is  obliged  to  give  the  defendant  notice, 
in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  admitting  it.  It 
is  every  day's  practice.  If  we  were  once  to  accede  to 
applications  of  this  nature,  it  would  be  urged  as  an  excuse 
in  every  case  for  non-compliance  with  the  rule  by  the 
attorney  of  the  opposite  party,  that  the  application  to  admit 
would  not  be  complied  with. 
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Exeh.  of  Pkat,      Lord  Abingeb.  C.  B..  and  Gubnet.  B..  concurred. 

1842. 

Bule  refused  (a), 
(a)  See  Rutler  v.  ChapmAn,  8  M.  &  W.  388. 


Jan.  27.  Doe  d.  Walkeb  v.  Roe. 

It  is  not  too  JLN  this  case  Hayes  moyed  for  judgment  against  the  casual 
foOud^ent  ejector.  It  appeared  that  the  venue  was  laid  in  Middle- 
sSi°*cctor^*n  ®^'  ^^^  *^®  uotice  was  to  appear  in  last  term. — ^The 
the  term  foi-  ofSccrs  of  the  Court  object  that  the  motion  in  the  present 
which  the  ten-  term  is  too  latc^  and  have  refused  to  draw  up  the  rule, 
noticetoappear;  Up<^^  ^^  poiut  the  dccisions  are  at  variance.  In  Doe  d. 
whether  the    '  Greoves  V.  Roe  (a),  Coleridge,  J.,  held  that  the  practice  of 

cause  he  a  town  ,        ,  ^  ^'  ^  /      /  r 

or  country  allowing  judgment  to  be  signed  against  the  casual  ejector 
in  the  following  term^  where  the  term  in  which  the  ap- 
pearance is  required  has  elapsed  before  service  has  been 
effected,  applies  only  to  country  causes  :  whilst  in  Doe  d. 
Wilson  V.  Roe  {b),  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  under 
similar  circumstances,  granted  a  rule  nisi,  to  be  served  on 
the  tenant.  This  latter  case  was  a  decision  of  the  full 
Court,  the  former  being  that  of  a  single  judge  only.  In 
Doe  d.  Greaves  v.  Roe,  the  cases  of  Doe  v.  Roe  (c)  and  Doe 
V.  Roe  {d)  were  cited,  in  which  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
Court  was,  that  if  only  one  term  was  allowed  to  elapse 
after  the  service  the  Court  would  grant  the  rule;  but  it 
does  not  appear  from  the  report  whether  those  were  town 
or  country  causes. 

Parke,  B. — ^There  is  certainly  a  discrepancy  between 
the  practice  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Queen's  Bench 
on  this  point ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  satisfac- 

(a)  4  Dowl.  P.  C.  88.  (c)  1  Dowl.  P.  C.  495. 

lb)  4  Dowl.  P.  C.  124.  (d)  2  Dowl.  P.  C.  196. 


HILARY   TEBM^  5  VICT.  427 

torv  reason  why  parties^  in  cases  of  this  natnre^  should  be  Eteh,  of  pieas, 

1842 
put  to  the  trouble  of  bringing  a  fresh  ejectment;  in  addi-  '  ^ 

tion  to  which^  the  case  in  the  Common  Pleas  was  a  decision         ^^^ 

of  the  full  Court.    You  may  therefore  take  your  rule  to      Walur 

shew  cause^  to  be  served  on  the  tenant  in  possession.  fil'^ 

AldersoNj  B. — ^In  addition  to  what  has  been  said,  we 
must  remember  that  the  present  mode  of  proceeding  is 
the  cheapest,  and  we  ought  therefore  to  abide  by  it. 

Rule  accordingly. 


This 


Morgan  v.  Smith.  ^an.  27. 


cause  was  referred  to  arbitration  by  order  of  Nisi  By  the  tems 
Prius,  ''  the  costs  of  the  cause  to  abide  the  event,  and  reference'at^ 
the  costs  of  the  reference  and  award  to  be  in  the  discretion  ^^g  ^f  ^e**** 
of  the  arbitrator,  who  shall  ascertain  the  same/'    The  arbi-  <»»««  ^«»^«  «<> 

t      t  •  9  f  111  «•«  i»  abide  the  event, 

trator  by  his  award  directed  that  the  costs  of  the  reference  •<  the  costa  of 
and  award  should  be  paid  by  the  defendant ;  but  he  omitted  lndTwa7d  to 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  costs,  and  they  were  subse-  ^ '"  the  arW- 

'  •^  trator,  who 

quently  taxed  by  the  Master.  'Ao//  ascertam 

Held,  that  the 

E.  V.  WiUiams  had  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  ^^^'^^,. 
the  award  should  not  be  set  aside  on  the  above  ground,  **^«  f °d  ?«- 

,       termme  the 

contending  that  the  arbitrator  alone  had  authority  to  de-  co«ta  of  the  re- 
termine  the  amount  of  those  costs.  award!  ^^ 

W.  M.  James  shewed  cause. — ^The  terms  of  the  sub* 
mission  were  not  intended  to  oust  the  Court  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion to  tax  the  costs  by  its  proper  officer.  This  being  an 
order  of  Nisi  Prius  made  a  rule  of  Court,  the  costs  must 
be  ascertained  by  the  Master.  In  Foof  v.  Smith  (a),  which 
was  debt  on  an  administration  bond,  the  defendant  pleaded 


(a)  2  WilB.  267. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  no  award^  and  the  plaintiff  replied  setting  ont  the  awards 
by  which  it  was  ordered  that  the  defendant  should  pay 
the  plaintiff  a  certain  sum^  ''  and  all  such  costs^  charges^ 
and  expenses^  as  the  plaintiff  had  been  put  to  in  a  certain 
cause  depending  between  the  parties/'  it  was  objected  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant,  that  no  certain  costs,  charges,  and 
expenses,  were  set  down  and  averred :  but  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice  said,  "  A  benign  construction  of  awards  hath  taken 
place  in  modem  times,  though  formerly  courts  of  justice 
looked  nicely  and  critically  into  them ;  we  will  intend  that 
by  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  are  meant  such  costs,  &c., 
as  Courts  will  take  notice  of  by  their  officer ;  it  might  be 
said  that  all  costs  between  the  attorney  and  client  are 
meant  thereby,  but  we  will  take  the  words  of  the  arbitra- 
tors to  mean  the  same  as  if  they  had  been  the  words  of  the 
Court/'  In  BealeY.  Beale  (a),  an  award  to  pay  the  charges  in 
a  certain  suit  was  held  good,  "  for  they  are  certain  enough 
when  the  attorney  hath  made  a  bill  of  charges/'  In  Han- 
son y.  Liversedge  (i),  the  award  was  that  **  the  defendant 
should  pay  to  the  plaintiff  twelve  guineas,  and  all  such 
monies  as  he  had  expended  circa  prosecutionem  placiti 
prsedicti ;  it  was  objected  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  award 
payment  of  the  charges  in  such  a  suit,  it  being  altogether 
uncertain  what  the  sum  would  be;  but  the  Court  held 
that  the  award  was  good;  ''for  it  may  be  easily  reduced 
to  a  certainty  when  it  is  made  appear  what  was  laid  out 
in  that  suit."  The  same  language  was  used  in  a  recent 
case,  Cargey  v.  Aitcheson  (c),  where  Bayley,  J.,  says,  "  The 
sum  to  be  paid  might  be  ascertained  either  by  fixing  it  in 
the  award,  or  referring  it  to  an  officer,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
say  what  shall  be  the  whole  sum  paid  for  costs."  These 
authorities  shew  that  the  arbitrator  does  ascertain  the 
costs,  when  he  leaves  their  amount  to  be  determined  by 
the  officer  of  the  Court.     IJldersany  B. — ^The  Master  is 

(a)  Cro.  Car.  383.  {by  2  Ventr.  242.  (c)  2  B.  &  Cr.  174. 
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to  ascertain  the  costs  of  the  cause^  but  the  arbitrator  is  to  Exch.  of  Pleat, 

ascertain  the  costs  of  the  reference.     Parker  B. — ^The 

parties  might  have  thought  that  the  arbitrator  would  form 

a  better  judgment  of  their  amount  than  the  Master.]    It 

is  conceded^  that  if  the  arbitrator  direct  a  party  to  pay 

only  a  portion  of  the  costs,  he  should  name  the  amount ; 

but  where  he  directs  a  party  to  pay  the  whole,  it  is  enough 

to  order  costs  to  be  paid,  which  will  afterwards  be  taxed  by 

the  Master.     At  all  events,  the  award  is  not  bad  in  toto, 

but  only  as  to  so  much  as  respects  the  costs. 

E.  V.  fVUliams,  in  support  of  the  rule,  was  stopped  by 
the  Court. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^It  is  perfectly  clear,  in  my  opi- 
nion, that  by  the  terms  of  this  submission  the  arbitrator 
is  to  ascertain  the  costs.  When  the  words  of  a  docu- 
ment are  clear,  it  is  of  no  avail  to  argue  that  the  party 
meant  the  arbitrator  to  do  what  he  has  done,  and  to 
quote  authorities.  Words  must  be  construed  according  tp 
their  plain  grammatical  meaning.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
these  costs  ought  to  have  been  ascertained  by  the  arbi- 
trator; but  if  the  party  is  willing  to  waive  them,  I  think 
we  ought  not  to  disturb  the  remainder  of  the  award.  The 
award  will  then  be  set  aside  so  far  as  regards  the  costs 
of  the  reference,  but  will  stand  as  to  the  rest. 

Park£,  B.,  and  Aldbrson,  B.,  concurred.' 

James  consented  to  waive  the  costs,  and  a  rule  was 
granted  to  reduce  the  judgment  by  the  amount  of  the 
costs  of  the  reference. 
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Exch,rf  PUoi,  suggestions  having  been  made  at  the  meeting  by  the 


1842. 


agent,  and  not  approved  of,  the  gentleman  who  represented 
the  defendant  suggested  an  expedient  which  appeared  to 
satisfy  all  parties ;  it  was  arranged  that  Bull  should  write 
the  letter  on  which  the  action  was  brought.  He  accord- 
ingly wrote  that  letter,  the  particular  terms  of  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  state, — the  result  was,  that  the  defendant 
engaged,  on  Bull's  direction,  to  pay  such  proceeds  as 
should  come  to  his  hands  from  the  goods  consigned,  as 
were  necessary  to  satisfy  the  bilk  of  exchange,  in  case 
they  were  not  paid  at  maturity.  The  paper  was  accord- 
ingly handed  to  him,  having  been  approved  of  by  both 
parties,  and  he  and  his  agent  undertook  to  comply  with 
its  terms.  The  remainder  of  the  proceeds  was  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  defendant  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt  of  his  own. 
Bull  eventually,  and  before  the  bills  became  due,  became 
a  bankrupt.  The  defendant,  having  received  the  proceeds 
of  the  goods  from  his  house  abroad,  paid  out  of  them  what 
was  due  to  himself  irom.  Bull,  and  then,  taking  an  indem- 
nity from  the  assignees,  paid  them  the  sums  that  the 
plaintiff  contended  ought  to  have  been  paid  to  him.  Upon 
this,  the  plaintiff  brought  the  present  action ;  and  on  the 
trial,  I  directed  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  verdict.  An  objection  was  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  and  was  argued  before  us  in  the  last  term, 
which  resolves  itself  into  two  points :  first,  whether  there 
was  any  good  consideration  given  to  Bull,  in  the  letter  in 
question,  for  his  appropriating  the  proceeds  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned.  Upon  consideration,  the  Court  are  of 
opinion  that  there  was  a  good  consideration;  for  the  exis- 
tence of  a  debt/  although  it  be  not  due  instanter,  is  a  good 
consideration;  and  so  it  is  to  take  lawful  and  proper 
means  to  provide  for  payment,  even  though  they  be  condi- 
tional. If  we  were  to  hold  otherwise,  you  might  deny  the 
consideration  for  a  collateral  security  for  any  debt  which 
might  not  be  due  at  the  moment,  although  it  is  a  very 
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common  thing  to  require  and  obtain  such  siecnrity.  It  B^ck.  rf  PUat, 
cannot  be  doubted  that  if  a  man  held  a  bill  of  exchange^ 
of  which  another  was  the  acceptor^  and  both  were  to  go 
together  to  a  banker^  who  had  money  of  the  acceptor's 
deposited  with  him^  and  it  were  agreed  amongst  them  that 
the  banker  should  hold  that  money  until  the  bill  of  ex- 
change should  be  satisfied^  and  if  not  satisfied^  that  he 
should  pay  the  bill  out  of  that  money^  that  would  con- 
stitute a  good  consideration^  and  it  could  not  be  altered 
afterwards,  except  by  the  consent  of  all  parties.  The 
next  objection  was,  that  the  letter  itself  did  not  bind  the 
defendant;  that  it  was  only  directory  as  to  what  should  be 
done  with  the  proceeds;  and  that  Bull  himself,  before  his 
bankruptcy,  might  have  altered  the  appropriation  then 
made.  That  turns  on  this  question,  whether  the  defendant 
had  accepted  it,  and  bound  himself  so  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  real  transaction,  and  the  real  object  and 
arrangement  of  the  parties,  was  this — to  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  hands  of  the  defendant  as  far  as  it  could  be 
done,  the  goods  being  abroad,  but  the  proceeds  b^ing  des- 
tined to  come  to  him ;  and  that  he  should  undertake  so 
to  apply  them.  K  that  be  the  case,  how  could  the  bank- 
rupt have  made  any  such  alteration?  He  could  not  alter 
the  direction  of  the  consignments ;  they  were  already  in 
the  defendant's  hands,  or  in  those  of  his  partners  abroad, 
and  the  proceeds  were  to  come  to  the  defendant.  The 
question  is,  whether  he  could  authorize  the  defendant  to 
disregard  the  arrangement  so  made,  and  to  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds to  anybody  else.  If  he  could,  of  course  his  assig- 
nees had  the  same  power.  But  we  are  of  opinion  that 
neither  he  nor  his  assignees  could  do  so.  This  is  a  case  of 
a  party  engaging  himself  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  goods  according  to  certain  directions  of  the  owner, 
and  appears  to  us  to  fall  within  that  class  of  cases  where, 
when  an  order  has  been  given  to  a  person  who  holds  goods 
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Etch,  rf  PUat,  *'  that  no  tenant  or  lessee  shall  recover  in  any  action  for 
^  *  ^  any  such  unlawful  act  or  irregularity  as  aforesaid,  if  tender 
Hawdcock  of  amends  hath  been  made  by  the  party  or  parties  dis- 
FouLKBs.  training,  his,  her,  or  th^  agent  or  agents,  before  such 
action  brought/'  This  case  is  not  within  that  section, 
as  there  is  no  tender  before,  but  the  money  is  paid  into 
Coart  after,  action  brought.  Then  the  21  st  sect,  enacts, 
"  that  in  all  actions  of  trespass  or  upon  the  case,  to  be 
brought  against  any  person  entitled  to  rents  or  services  of 
any  kind,  his  bailiff  or  receiver,  or  other  person,  relating  to 
any  entry,  by  virtue  of  this  act  or  otherwise,  upon  the 
premises  chargeable  with  such  rents  or  services,  or  to  any 
distress  or  seizure,  sale  or  disposal  of  any  goods  or  chattela 
thereupon,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant  in  such  ac- 
tions to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  the  spedal  matter 
in  evidence,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing :  and  in  case  the  plaintiff  in  such  action  shall 
become  nonsuit,  discontinue  his  action,  or  have  judgment 
against  him,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs/' 
That  applies  to  cases  where  the  plaintiff  had  no  good  cause 
of  action  at  the  time  of  the  action  being  brought ;  but 
here  the  defendant,  by  paying  money  into  Court,  admits 
that  the  plaintiff  had  a  good  cause  of  action.  It  is  clear 
the  statute  was  only  intended  to  apply  to  cases  where  the 
defendant  has  judgment  upon  the  whole  cause  of  action ; 
but  here  he  has  only  judgment  on  the  issue  that  the  plain-* 
tiff  has  not  sustained  damage  to  a  greater  extent  than  the 
sum  paid  into  Court. 

R,  V.  Richards,  in  support  of  the  rule. — Under  the  old 
law,  before  the  new  rules,  a  defendant,  by  paying  money 
into  Court,  when  tendered  before  action,  admitted  a  cause  of 
action,  as  much  as  he  does  now  since  the  new  rules.  After 
the  money  is  paid  into  court,  the  action  goes  on  for  the 
excess,  and  is  nothing  less  than  a  new  cause  of  action ;  and 
the  defendant,  obtaining  judgment,  is  entitled  to  double 
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costs.  Suppose  the  plaintiff  fails  for  want  of  proving  the  E^ch.  of  pihu^ 
introductory  averments  in  the  declaration^  the  defendant 
would  be  entitled  to  judgment^  and  to  his  double  costs. 
The  payment  of  money  into  Court  cannot  affect  his  right 
to  them.  In  all  casea  where  the  defendant  obtains  judg- 
ment^ he  is  entitled  to  double  costs  under  the  statute. 

Lord  Abinger^  C.  B. — In  order  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  11  Geo.  2,  c.  19^  it  appears  to  me  that  the  defendant 
ought  to  shew  that  he  tendered  sufficient  amends  before 
action  brought^  or  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of  action, 
which  has  not  been  done  in  the  present  case. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  sole  question  is,  whether  the  rule  of 
Court,  which  says,  that  in  the  event  of  the  issue  being 
found  for  the  defendant,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  judgment 
and  his  costs  of  suit,  means,  that  the  defendant  shall  have 
judgment  for  costs  under  the  statute,  or  whether  it  means 
simply,  that  as  the  payment  into  Court  is  a  proceeding 
in  the  suit,  the  defendant  is  to  have  only  his  ordinary 
costs.  My  impression  is,  tiiat  it  means  the  ordinary  costs 
of  suit. 

Aldsrson,  B.— Under  the  law  as  it  stood  after  the 
passing  of  the  11  Geo.  2,  c.  19,  the  defendant  in  this  case 
would  not  have  been  entitled  to  double  costs,  but  on  the 
contrary,  would  have  had  to  pay  the  plaintiff  ^s  costs. 
Then  the  8  &  4  Will.  4  is  passed,  and  a  rule  is  made  in 
pursuance  of  it,  which  says,  that  if  the  plaintiff  go  on  after 
money  is  paid  into  Court,  to  recover  further  damages,  and 
fails,  he  shall  pay  the  defSndant's  costs;  that  means, 
ordinary  costs  of  suit. 

Rule  discharged. 
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Exeh.  9f  PUai, 
1842. 

Jan.  26. 

A  landlord  dii- 
trained  the 
goods  of  A.  on 
his  tenant's 
premises,  for 
rent ;  the  ten- 
ant afterwards 
became  bank- 
rupt, and  ob- 
tained bis  cer- 
tificate:—i7e/<f, 
that  the  certifi- 
cate did  not 
operate  as  a  re- 
lease of  the 
rent,  and  there- 
fore that  the 
landlord  had  a 
right,  in  reple- 
vin at  the  suit 
of  A.,  to  avow 
for  a  return  of 
the  goods. 


Newton  t;.  Scott. 

IvEPLEVIN. — ^The  defendant  made  cognizance  as  bailiff 
of  T.  Berry^  and  justified  the  taking  for  a  quarter's  rent 
due  from  one  J.  Warren  as  tenant  to  Berry  of  the  dwelling- 
house  in  which^  &c.  Plea  in  bar^  setting  forth  that  Warren 
had  become  bankrupt^  and  obtained  his  certificate ;  and 
alleging^  that  the  said  arrears  of  rent  became  due  to  the 
said  T.  Berry  before  Warren  became  a  bankrupt.  Be- 
plication^  that  the  defendant  took  the  said  goods  before 
the  said  certificate  in  the  said  plea  mentioned  was  signed 
and  allowed^  to  wit^  on  &c. 

Special  demurrer^  assigning  the  following  amongst 
other  causes: — ^That  the  said  rent  was  due  before  the 
bankruptcy^  and  was  a  debt  provable  under  the  fiat^  and 
One  from  which  Warren  was  absolutely  discharged  by  his 
certificate:  that  neither  the  said  T.  Berry,  nor  the  de- 
fendant as  his  bailiff,  ought  to  have  judgment  to  recover 
the  said  arrears  of  rent ;  the  effect  of  the  return  of  the 
goods,  and  of  the  judgment,  being  to  compel  Warren  to 
pay  a  debt  from  which  he  had  been  discharged,  and  which 
he  had  been  deprived  of  the  means  of  paying,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  assignees  under  the  fiat,  and  the  vesting  of 
his  estate  and  effects  in  them. — Joinder  in  demurrer. 

The  following  point  was  stated  for  argument  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant : — ^That  it  was  no  plea,  in  an  action  of 
replevin,  that  the  tenant,  having  become  a  bankrupt,  had, 
since  the  distress,  obtained  a  certificate  of  conformity 
under  the  Bankrupt  Acts;  and  that  the  rent  accrued 
due  before  the  bankruptcy,  and  the  legal  lien  upon  the 
goods  under  the  distress  was  not  discharged  by  such  cer- 
tificate. 


R.  V.  Richards,  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — The  ques- 
tion in  this  case  is,  whether  the  discharge  of  Warren,  the 
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tenant^  tinder  his  bankruptcyj  does  not  also  operate  to  dis^  Exeh.  qf  PUat^ 
charge  the  liability  of  the  plaintiff,  whose  goods  have  been 
distrained  on  Warren^s  premises  for  arrears  of  rent  which 
became  dne  before  the  bankruptcy.  The  effect  of  the 
bankruptcy  was^  that  the  rent  was  no  longer  due  from 
Warren^  and  therefore  the  landlord  could  not  distrain  for 
it.  {Parkey  B. — ^The  rent  was  due  until  the  certificate, 
which  was  not  until  after  the  distress.]  It  is  the  bank* 
ruptq/  which  constitutes  the  discharge ;  the  certificate  is 
no  more  than  the  evidence  of  conformity  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy, and  when  obtained,  is  evidence  by  relation  to  the 
bankruptcy.  [JParke,  B. — But  in  the  mean  time  the  dis- 
tress was  lawful.  The  landlord  distrains,  having  at  the 
time  a  clear  right  to  do  so ;  then  the  plaintiff  wrongfully 
replevies  the  goods :  could  he  thereby  prevent  the  landlord 
from  proceeding  to  a  sale  of  the  goods  so  distrained?] 
The  defendant  might  perhaps  hxv^  justified  the  taking,  but 
he  could  not  avow  for  a  return  of  the  goods.  The  remedy 
by  distress  is  only  a  process  whereby  the  lord  compels  the 
performance  of  personal  services  or  the  payment  of  rent; 
and  the  only  effect  of  a  replevin,  and  of  a  judgment  pro 
retomo  habendo,  is  that  the  lord  holds  the  goods  irreple* 
viable,  until  the  tenant  performs  the  service  or  renders 
the  rent :  and  here  the  tenant  was  discharged  of  the  rent 
by  the  bankruptcy.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  tenant  is  personally 
discharged  by  the  certificate,  but  the  debt  is  not  released 
thereby :  and  all  collateral  securities  remain  in  force  not- 
withstanding the  bankruptcy.]  That  which  exonerates 
the  tenant  from  payment  of  the  rent  must  exonerate  him 
also  from  that  which  is  merely  a  process  for  obtaining  it. 
At  common  law,  the  lord  has  no  power  to  use  or  sell  goods 
distrained  for  rent,  and  if  he  does  so  he  is  a  trespasser  ab 
initio.  They  are  in  no  way  convertible  into  the  amount  of 
rent.  The  proper  course  in  such  a  case  is  to  justify,  and 
shew  that  the  distress  waslawful  at  the  time,  although  by 
matter  subsequent  the  defendant  is  prevented  from  having 
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Exeh,  of  PUtti,  a  return :  Camplin  v.  Baker  {a).  [Parkey  B. — Your  argu- 
*^^'  ment  would  have  great  weight  if  the  certificate  were  a  re- 
lease of  the  debt;  but  it  is  not.  The  certificate  does  not 
extinguish  the  landlord's  remedies  against  collateral  par- 
ties.] It  is  not  necessary  to  shew  that  it  operates  as  a 
release  of  the  debt ;  if  the  principal  be  discharged  from 
the  debt,  the  landlord  surely  cannot  indirectly  make  a 
third  party  liable  for  it.  An  avowry  is  in  effect  a  declara- 
tion in  debt  for  the  rent;  and  here  it  is  clear  debt  would 
not  lie  for  the  rent.  The  distress  does  not  amount  to  a 
Hcuriiy — there  is  no  lien ;  it  is  merely  a  process  for  com- 
pelling payment  of  the  rent  by  the  tenant.  Then,  when 
his  person  and  property  have  been  discharged  by  the  cer- 
tificate, can  the  landlord  take  the  goods  of  a  third  party, 
to  hold  them  till  payment  of  that  debt  which  the  law  has 
said  he  is  not  bound  to  pay  ? — He  cited  Bradylly.  BaU{b). 
[ParkCf  B. — Nothing  turned  upon  the  effect  of  the  certi- 
ficate in  that  case :  it  merely  decides  that  the  landlord  has 
no  lien  on  the  goods  distrained ;  and  he  could  not  have  a 
return,  because  the  assignees  of  the  tenant  had  sold  the 
goods;  but  he  would  not  lose  his  rent,  because  he  would 
have  a  right  to  proceed  against  the  sureties  on  the  replevin 
bond.] 

Martin,  contri,  was  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^This  case  turns  altogether  on  the 
question,  whether  the  certificate  obtained  by  a  bankrupt 
tenant  amounts  to  a  release  of  the  rent.  If  it  had  that  effect, 
there  would  be  great  weight  in  Mr.  RicharcWs  argument, 
that  the  landlord,  the  certificate  having  released  the  rent, 
has  lost  his  collateral  remedy  against  the  goods.  But  a  cer- 
tificate does  not  amount  to  a  release,  although  in  certain 
cases  it  may  prevent  the  creditor  from  proceeding  against 

(«)  Lutw.  1139.  (6)  1  Bro.  Ch.  C.  427. 
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the  goods  of  the  bankrupt.     Here  the  landlord  was  entitled  ^*^  ^  ^^^^ 

to  his  distress,  and  the  goods  were  wrongfully  replevied  : 

the  question  is,  whether  he  is  entitled  to  have  a  return. 

The  general  rule  is,  that  where  the  distress  is  lawful,  and 

the  landlord  is  entitled  to  a  return,  an  avowiy  may  be 

made ;  and  that  is  the  case  here,  for  the  landlord  is  entitled 

to  have  the  goods  returned,  the  rent  not  being  released. 

It  is  not  like  the  case  of  Bradyll  v.  BaU:  there  the  land* 

lord  could  not  have  a  return,  because  the  property  in  the 

goods  had  passed  to  the  assignees,  and  he  had  no  lien  upon 

them. 

Parke,  B. — I  entirely  agree.  The  sole  question  is, 
whether  the  certificate  amounts  to  a  release  of  the  debt. 
If  it  had  that  effect,  the  plea,  although  no  answer  to  a 
justification  of  the  distress,  would  be  a  good  answer  to  an 
avowry  for  a  return.  But  the  only  effect  of  the  certificate 
is  to  discharge  the  person  and  goods  of  the  bankrupt ;  it 
is  no  release  of  collateral  remedies.  Let  us  then  consider 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  landlord's  remedy  by  distress. 
It  gives  him  no  lieUf  because  the  goods  are  in  the  custody 
of  the  law;  therefore  the  case  of  Bradyll  v.  BaU  was 
rightly  decided ;  but  he  has  a  right  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  the  rent  through  the  medium  of  the  goods  distrained ; 
and,  as  the  rent  is  not  released  by  the  certificate,  he  still 
retains  the  right  to  work  out  the  payment  of  it  by  means 
of  those  goods.  The  plea  in  bar  is  therefore  bad,  and  our 
judgment  must  be  for  the  defendant. 

Alderson,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 
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JSxeh,  qf  Pleat, 
1842. 

^  -   '„^  ^  Cheisty  V.  Tanceed  &  Thompson. 

Jan.  26. 

Where  pre-  X  HIS  was  an  actioD  of  assumpsit^  commenced  on  the 
for  a  certain  21st  of  December^  1840^  to  recover  the  sum  of  498/.  IBs.  Sd. 
B-Tand  A.*°*  The  declaration  contained  an  indebitatus  count  for  use 
boidi  over  after  gj^^  occupation,  a  count  for  money  paid  by  the  plaintiff 
of  the  term,  for  the  use  of  the  defendants,  and  for  money  found  to  be 
sent,  both  are  due  ou  account  Stated.  The  defendants  severally  pleaded 
tion  for"u8e  a*nd  ^^^  assumpsit,  upou  which  issuc  was  joined.  The  cause 
occupation,  for  came  OU  to  be  tried  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the 

so  long  as  A.  ,       ,  -  -r  i  «  tt«i  m  rt  1 

continues  ac-  Sittings  for  Loudou  after  Hilary  Term,  1841,  when  a 
iTyfb^ut  nr""  ver^ct  was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  498/.  18«,  Sd., 
^**  Q*«r  whc-  *^^J^®*  ^  ^^^  opinion  of  the  Court  upon  the  following 
iher  both  are  so  casc,  with  liberty  for  either  party  to  turn  it  into  a  special 

liable  where  A. 

holds  oTer with-   VCrdlCt. 

sent.   '  ^^'         -^y  articles  of  agreement,  bearing  date  the  12th  July, 
A  judgment    ^^  j)^  1888,  and  purporting  to  be  made  between  the 

obUinedbyA.  '  r     r  o 

in  an  action  of  plaintiff  of  the  ouc  part,  and  Sir  James  Douglas  Hamilton 
pation,  against  Hay,  Bart.,  Sir  John  Boss,  Knt.,  Alexander  Finlay,  An- 
no 2^d^ce"to  g'lstus  Warren  Payne,  the  above-named  defendants  Charles 
charge  B.  in  a  Taucred  and   Charles  Thompson,   and  Thomas  Tisdall, 

subsequent  ac- 
tion brought  by  Calder  Campbell,  Cay  Lewis,  and  Christian  Hesse,  of  the 

aione,*fo"the™   othcr  part,  which  said  articles  of  agreement  were  signed 

"ation  of*  the'    ^^  ^  *^®  parties  thereto  except  the  said  Augustus  Warren 

same  premises    Payne  and  Thomas  Tisdall,  who  did  not  sign  the  same, 

quent  period,     the  plaintiff  agreed  to  let  unto  the  said  Sir  J.  D.  H.  Hay, 

Sir  J.  Ross,  A.  Finlay,  A,  W.  Payne,  the  defendants 

Charles  Tancred  and  Charles  Thompson,  and  T.  Tisdall, 

C.  Campbell,  C.  Lewis,  and  C.  Hesse,  and  the  said  parties 

agreed  to  take  from  the  plaintiff,  the  premises  in  question, 

for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  be  computed  from  the  24th 

June  then  last,  at  the  rent  of  £420;   such  rent  to  be 

payable  quarterly,  on  the  29th  September,  the  25th  of 

December,  the  25th  of  March,  and  the  24th  of  June,  then 

next  ensuing,  the  first  of  such  payments  to  be  made  on  the 
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S9tli  of  September  then  next  ensuing.    At  the  time  of  the  B*cK  tf  PUa»t 


making  of  the  above  agreement^  the  defendants,  and  all 
the  other  parties  to  the  agreement,  except  the  plaintiff, 
were  proyisional  directors  of  a  joint-stock  banking  com- 
pany called  ^*  The  Ijondon  and  Dublin  Trades  Banking 
Company/'  It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  defendant 
Tancred,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1838,  applied  for  and  ob- 
tained from  the  secretary  of  the  company  a  certificate  in 
the  following  form  : — 

"  London  and  Dublin  Trades  Bank. 

"  Londm,  April  \7th,  1838. 
''  This  is  to  certify,  that  Charles  Tancred,  Esq.,  will  be 
entitled  to  five  shares  of  £10  each  in  the  London  and 
Dublin  Trades  Bank,  (upon  which  £\  per  share  has  been 
paid),  on  his  signing  the  deed  of  settlement,  and  conform- 
ing to  the  regulations  of  the  company. 
"  J.  T.  Scott,  ^ 

"  Thomas  Tisdall,  j^^o^o^^l  Directors. 
''  Frederick  Edgell,  Secretary.'' 

The  defendant  Tancred  paid  £5  deposit  on  obtaining  the 
said  certificate.  The  defendant  Thompson  also,  in  like 
manner^  applied  for  and  obtained  a  similar  certificate,  and 
paid  a  deposit  thereon.  But  neither  of  the  defendants 
ever  signed  the  deed  of  settlement,  nor  was  the  same 
signed  by  any  one. 

Shortly  after  the  date  of  the  above  agreement^  viz.  on 
the  19th  of  July,  1838,  the  defendants  and  the  said  Sir 
J.  D.  H.  Hay,  Sir  J.  Ross,  A.  Rnlay,  C.  Campbell,  C. 
liewis,  and  C.  Hesse,  were  let  into  possession  of  the  said 
premises  by  the  plaintiff  under  the  above  agreement^  and 
occupied  the  same  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  banking 
company. 

The  defendant  Tancred  ceased  to  be  a  director  in  Janu- 
ary, A.D.  1839.  After  the  defendant  Tancred  retired, 
some  new  directors  were  appointed. 


1842. 
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Rxeh.  rf  Pieoi,  The  premises  were  not  delivered  np  to  the  plaintiff  on 
^^^'  the  24th  of  June,  1839,  but  continued  to  be  occupied  up 
to  the  7th  of  November,  1839,  by  the  said  banking  com-> 
pany,  of  which  the  defendant  Charles  Thompson  conti* 
nued  up  to  that  time  a  director.  The  rent  was  paid  under 
the  above  agreement  up  to  the  25th  March,  1839. 

The  plaintiff,  on  the  21st  November,  1839,  commenced 
an  action  of  assumpsit  against  the  above-named  defend- 
ants, and  A.  Finlay,  C.  Campbell,  C.  Lewis,  C«  Hesse,  and 
Sir  J.  D.  H.  Hay.  The  plaintiff's  particulars  stated,  that 
the  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  sum  of  JE210,  due 
for  half-a-year's  rent,  from  the  25th  March,  1839,  to  the 
29th  of  September  in  the  same  year,  of  certain  premises 
occupied  by  the  defendants,  and  5/.  lis.  4d.  for  insurance 
premiums.  The  plaintiff  recovered  a  general  verdict,  and 
judgment  was  entered  up  thereon  for  £110,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  of  110/.  lis.  4d.,  paid  into  Court  by  the  defendant 
Tancred.  The  judgment  in  such  action  was  to  be  re- 
ferred to,  if  necessary,  and  to  be  considered  part  of  the 
case,  subject  to  any  objection  as  to  its  admissibility  in 
evidence. 

PubUc  notice  was  given,  on  the  7th  of  November,  A.1). 
1839,  that  the  said  banking  company  had  stopped  payment. 
On  the  7th  of  December,  1839,  Frederick  Edgell,  who  had 
been  secretary  to  the  banking  company,  tendered  to  the 
plaintiff,  unconditionally,  the  key  of  the  premises  in  ques*^ 
tion.  The  plaintiff  referred  the  said  F.  Edgell  to  Mr. 
Murray,  his  solicitor,  and  the  attorney  in  the  previous  ac- 
tion. Mr.  Edgell  subsequently,  on  the  9th  of  December, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Murray,  who,  upon  the  representation  of  the 
said  F.  Edgell  that  he  came  from  a  committee  of  share- 
holders of  the  said  banking  company,  refused  to  accept 
the  key  of  the  premises,  until  the  said  F.  Edgell  should 
procure  an  authority  for  giving  up  tlie  same  from  the  de- 
fendants and  the  other  parties  who,  by  the  articles  of 
agreement,  had  originally  taken  the  said  premises  from 
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the  plamtiff.    Mr.  Edgell  then  tendered  the  ley  uncon-  B*ch,  of  pum, 

ditionally  to  the  said  Mr.  Murray^  who  then  refased  to 

recdve  it.    The  defendant  Thompson  was  a  member  of 

the  said  committee  of  shareholders^  and  he  was  one  of  the 

persons  who  anthorized  the  tender  of  the  key,  but  his  name 

was  not  mentioned  to  Mr.  Mnrray.    On  the '24th  De« 

cember,  1889,  the  said  F.  Edgell  packed  up  the  key  in  a 

parcel,  and  addressed  it  to  the  plaintiff,  and  sent  it  to  the 

plaintiff's  house  by  a  porter,  who  left  it  there  on  the  same 

day. 

The  question  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  is,  whether 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  for  the  use  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  premises  from  the  29th  of  September,  1839,  to 
the  30th  of  Noyember,  1840,  or  any  and  what  portion  of  that 
period.  If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  recorer  for  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  that 
period,  a  verdict  was  to  be  entered  for  him,  with  damages, 
to  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  427/.  Ss.  6d.  a  year,  for  such 
period  as  the  Court  might  think  him  entitled  to  recover, 
and  costs,  40s.  But  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover  from  the  de- 
fendants for  any  part  of  the  said  period,  then  a  nonsuit 
was  to  be  entered. 

JR.  V.  BichardSj  for  the  plaintiff. — The  defendants  are 
not  charged  in  the  character  of  tenants,  but  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  premises :  and  that  they  did  so  occupy, 
the  judgment  in  the  former  action  against  them  and  other 
co-defendants  (a)  is  conclusive  evidence.  In  the  course  of 
the  argument  in  that  case,  Parke^  B.,  says — "  Suppose  there 
had  been  no  negotiation  between  the  parties,  and  some  of 
the  defendants  had  continued  to  occupy,  they  would  all 
have  remained  liable.  It  is  their  duty,  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  to  give  up  the  tenancy ;  if  by  themselves,  or  by  sub- 

(a)  Christy  v.  Tancred,  7  M.  &  W.  127. 
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Sxek.  rf  Pteas,  tenants,  or  joint-tenants,  they  remain  in,  they  are  liable  as 
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holding  over/'  In  the  present  case,  therefore,  the  question 
TFill  mainly  resolve  itself  into  one  of  fact,  when  the  posses* 
sion  was  given  up  to  the  plaintiff.  [Parke,  B. — Is  the 
judgment  in  the  former  action  evidence  in  this?  the  par* 
ties  are  constituted  differently.]  There  were  more  defen* 
dants  in  that  action  than  in  this,  including  these  two 
defendants,  who  therefore  are  liable  to  the  effect  of  that 
judgment.  In  Blakemore  v.  Glamorganshire  Canal  Co.  (a), 
it  was  held  that  a  verdict  recovered  for  the  same  cause  of 
action  by  one  of  the  then  plaintiffs,  Blakemore,  against 
the  same  defendants,  was  evidence  for  both  the  plaintiffs 
in  that  action.  {Parke,  B. — ^If  the  parties  in  the  former 
action  and  in  this  had  been  the  same,  a  judgment  ob- 
tained against  the  former  would  be  evidence  against  the 
latter :  but  there  is  no  authority  that  a  judgment  against 
A.  &  B.  jointly  is  evidence  in  an  action  against  A.  alone, 
because  it  may  have  proceeded  on  the  admission  of  B., 
which  might  or  might  not  be  evidence  against  A.  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  In  Blakemore  v.  The  Glamorgan^ 
shire  Canal  Co.,  the  other  plaintiff  claimed  under  Mr. 
Blakemore.]  It  is  submitted  that  it  is  evidence  to  shew 
that  these  two  defendants  and  others  paid  rent  for  the  pre- 
mises up  to  a  certain  time. 

The  main  point  however  is,  when  the  possession  was 
given  up.  The  onus  of  shewing  that  is  upon  the  tenant* 
As  to  the  rent  from  the  29th  September  to  the  7th  Dec. 
1839,  there  can  be  no  question.  Then  the  tender  of  the 
key  on  that  day,  not  being  shewn  to  have  been  made  on 
behalf  of  these  defendants,  did  not  amount  to  a  surrender. 
The  plaintiff  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ''committee  of 
shareholders.^'  [Parke,  B. — The  case  does  not  state  in 
terms  that  the  committee  were  the  persons  who  carried  on 
the   business  of  the  bank  on  the  premises.]    Neither 

(a)  2  C,  M.  fr  R.  133. 
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did  the  subsequent  sending  of  the  key  to  the  plaintifiTs  ^^^  •/  ^'««»» 
house^  without  proof  of  its  having  reached  him^  consti-  - 

tute  a  delivery  of  possession.    Harland  v.  Bromley  (a)  is  in      Christy 

point.  TANCmBD. 

Kelly,  contra. — ^The  defendants  must  be  jointly  liable  or 
neither.  This  is  not  an  action  on  a  demise,  or  on  an  agree- 
ment for  a  continuing  tenancy^  but  for  use  and  occupation. 
Now^  one  of  these  defendants^  Tancred,  has  never  actually 
or  constructively  occupied  during  the  period  comprised  in 
the  particulars.  It  was  the  Company  who  actually  occu- 
pied^ of  which  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  ever  become 
a  member.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  case  finds  that  he  entered  on 
the  premises^  and  occupied  them  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Banking  Company.]  He  never  became  a  complete  part- 
ner, and  before  the  24th  June,  1839,  his  connexion  with 
the  Company  ceased  altogether.  Now,  to  charge  a  party 
in  an  action  for  use  and  occupation,  one  of  three  things 
must  be  proved :  either,  1st,  that  he  was  actually  a  tenant 
under  a  demise,  not  under  seal ;  or,  2nd,  that  he  actually 
occupied;  or,  3rd,  that  there  has  been  an  occupation  by 
some  other  parties  standing  in  such  a  relation  to  him  that 
their  occupation  is  his,  and  he  is  personally  liable  for  it. 
The  present  case  must  be  brought  into  the  last  class,  if 
into  any.  But  in  order  to  do  that,  it  must  appear  that  the 
occupation  was  by  some  person  who  could  reasonably  be 
said  to  occupy  at  the  instance  and  request  of  the  defen- 
dant. The  decision  in  the  former  case  of  Christy  v.  Tan- 
cred  might  perhaps  be  questioned  in  point  of  law;  but  it  is 
distinguishable  firom  the  present.  [Parke,  B.— -The  ques- 
tion whether  Tancred  continued  a  partner  is  one  which 
should  have  been  found  by  the  jury.  There  is  ample 
evidence  that  he  acted  as  a  partner,  although  the  terms  of 
the  original  contract  were  not  complied  with.]     If  it  was 

(a)  1  Stark.  Rep.  455. 
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.£jN*A.  of  pifot,  necessary  to  shew  him  to  have  been  a  partner  in  fact^  the 

-    ^      ^     plaintiflF  should  have  had  that  fact  found  by  the  jury,  and 

cuRiBTT       introduced  into  the  case.     K  it  be  a  question  of  law^  then 

Tamcuo.      it  is  contended  that  he  was  not  a  partner^  because  thp  case 

only  states  him  to  have  been  a  provisional  director^  which 

he  ceased  to  be  before  the  occupation  began  for  which  this 

action  is  brought 

But  it  is  said,  that  where  there  is  a  lease  to  two  or  more 
persons  for  a  term  certain^  it  is  the  duty  of  each  and  all  of 
them  to  deliver  up  the  possession  at  the  end  of  the  term, 
and  that  if  one  of  them  hold  over,  even  without  the  con- 
currence or  against  the  will  of  the  others,  all  remain  liable. 
But  it  is  submitted  that  such  is  not  the  law.  It  may  be 
conceded,  that  where  parties  refuse  to  give  up  possession 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  they  would  be  liable  in  a  special 
action  on  the  case  for  damages  in  not  delivering  up  pos- 
session :  and  it  is  reasonable  that  such  should  be  the 
remedy.  It  may  not  be  in  their  physical  power  to  deliver 
up  the  possession:  for  instance,  an  under-tenant  may 
refuse  to  go  out.  [Parke,  B. — Your  argument  is,  that 
though  there  may  be  an  action  against  all  on  their  cove- 
nant, the  landlord  can  only  treat  those  who  remain  in  as 
trespassers  or  as  tenants.]  Yes :  he  recovers  against  all 
the  damages  proportionable  to  his  real  injury,  vis.  the 
value  of  the  land  while  he  is  so  kept  out  of  possession  :  but 
the  damages  ought  to  be  limited  to  that,  and  the  parties 
ought  not  to  be  made  tenants  against  their  will.  [Lord 
Abinger,  C.  B. — ^The  rest  of  the  company  came  in  with  the 
consent  of  Tancred,  and  have  had  the  enjoyment  of  the 
premises  taken  by  him ;  must  they  not  be  taken  to  be  his 
tenants?]  But  not  only  has  he  ceased  to  be  a  partner, 
but  his  term  has  ceased.  As  to  the  period  between  the  end 
of  June  and  the  7th  December,  the  question  is,  whether  the 
possession  of  the  Banking  Company  was  in  law  the  posr 
session  of  the  defendant  Tancred.  Upon  that  point  the 
former  case  of  Christy  v.  Tancred  is  certainly  a  direct 
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authority ;  but  the  Court  is  called  upon  to  review  that  Exeh.  ©/  PUaSf 
decision.     Harding  v.  Crethome  (a)  is  distinguishable^  be-  J^*   ^ 

cause  there  the  holding  over  was  by  an  under-tenant  of  Christy 
the  original  lessee.  But  this  is  not  the  case  of  an  under*  Tancbbd. 
tenancy.  The  Company  did  not  come  in  under  Tancred  : 
thqr  were  let  into  possession  by  the  plaintiff  himself.  The 
case  of  a  co-tenant  is  very  different  from  that  of  an  onder^ 
tenant:  the  party  has  no  control  over  his  co«tenant,  who 
may  continue  to  occupy  against  his  will.  And  in  the  case 
of  a  term  which  expires  of  itself  by  efluxion  of  time,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  him,  as  against  the  co-tenant,  to  give 
notice  to  quit,  or  to  give  notice  that  the  other  party 
occupies  without  his  consent.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — 
Are  not  both  bound  to  give  up  possession?  if  they  do  not, 
what  becomes  of  the  premises  ?]  The  relation  of  tenancy 
cannot  continue,  because  it  is  at  an  end  by  the  expiration 
of  the  lease;  but  the  landlord  has  aright  to  treat  the  con- 
tinuing party  as  a  trespasser;  or,  by  virtue  of  a  new  con- 
tract with  him,  as  a  tenant ;  but  he  has  no  right  to  treat 
as  a  tenant  the  party  who  has  ceased  to  occupy,  and  he 
does  not  remain  liable  merely  because  he  cannot  give  up 
the  premises.  In  Hirst  y.Hom  (b),  which  was  an  action 
for  double  rent  against  two  co-tenants  for  holding  over, 
one  only  having  actually  occupied,  Alderson,  B.,  says — '*  I 
do  not,  as  at  present  advised,  entirely  accede  to  the  doctrine 
that  one  tenant  is  necessarily  bound  by  the  wilful  holding 
over  of  his  co-tenant.^'  Nation  v.  Tozer  (c)  was  an  action 
for  use  and  occupation  against  two  persons  who  were  exe- 
cutors of  a  deceased  tenant  for  years,  but  one  of  whom  only 
had  entered  and  taken  possession ;  and  it  was  held  that 
the  action  could  not  be  maintained.  Parke,  B.,  there  says — 
"  Such  enjoyment  is  not  by  law  the  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment by  both,  and  it  does  not  render  both  chargeable  to 
the  lessor,  to  pay  a  compensation  to  him  for  it,  aa  joint  occu- 

(a)  1  £ap.  67.        (^)  6  M.  &  W.  393.        (c>  1  C,  M.  &  R.  172. 
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jSreh.  of  PUag,  piers  in  their  own  right.  But  in  order  to  support  this 
^^^'  .  action  for  use  and  occupation,  it  is  necessary  that  the  land 
should  have  been  occupied  by  the  defendant,  hi»  agents  or 
under-tenants,  during  the  term  for  which  the  compensation 
is  claimed  for  use  and  occupation/'  Now  it  cannot  be 
said  that  the  implied  relation  of  co*tenants  is  that  one 
shall  be  the  agent  of  another  to  this  extent.  [Parke,  B. 
— ^Your  argument  would  be  more  forcible  in  an  action  of 
trespass,  but  I  do  not  say  that  it  has  not  made  considerable 
impression  on  my  mind.  This  question,  however,  arises 
only  in  case  the  defendant  Tancred  did  not  continue  a 
partner  in  the  banking  business ;  and  although  the  case  is 
defective  on  that  point,  there  is  ample  evidence  for  a  jury 
that  he  did  so  continue.] 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that,  upon  the 
facts  stated  in  this  case,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  our 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  that  portion  of  the  rent  which 
accrued  due  between  the  29th  of  September  and  the  7th  of 
December,  1839.  With  respect  to  the  question  intended 
to  be  raised  by  Mr.  Kelly,  I  entirely  agree  with  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  Lord  Kenyan,  that  the  landlord  is  enti- 
tled to  treat  a  lessee,  who  has  not  given  up  the  possession 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  as  still  occupying  by  the  party  who 
has  come  in  through  his  instrumentality :  and  I  think  we 
cannot  escape  firom  the  conclusion,  that  here  the  defendant 
Thompson  continued  in  by  the  assent  of  Tancred.  It  is 
true  the  latter  had  ceased  to  be  a  director,  but  there  is 
nothing  to  shew  that  he  was  not  a  partner,  and  that  he  did 
not,  as  such,  assent  to  the  premises  being  still  occupied  by 
the  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  held  shares.  It 
cannot  be  assumed,  until  the  contrary  appears,  that  he 
meant  to  give  up  the  possession,  and  that  the  other  par- 
ties were  holding  over  against  his  will.  Where  two  per- 
sons become  parties  to  a  lease,  the  landlord  is  entitled  to 
hold  both  of  them  to  all  the  obligations  of  the  lease,  and 
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where  one  refuses  to  give  up  possession^  he  may  hold  both  ^«a.  of  pum, 

liable.    It  is  said  the  landlord  may  bring  an  ejectment  j 

but  he  is  not  bound  to  do  so.    The  case  of  two  tenants  is 

a  stronger  one  than  that  of  a  tenant  and  an  under-tenant; 

both  in  effect  hold  over  till  both  deliver  up  possession; 

the  landlord  is  therefore  entitled  to  his  remedy  against 

both.    On  the  whole^  I  think  it  sufficiently  appears  that 

the  other  parties  held  over' with  the  consent  of  Tancred: 

he  gare  no  notice  of  his  dissent :  therefore  he  continued 

liable  as  long,  as  the  others  did,  that  is,  as  long  as  they 

actually  occupied* 

Pabkb,  B. — ^I  also  think  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
recover  a  compensation  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the 
premises  during  the  period  of  actual  occupation  by  the 
banking  company;  viz.,  from  the  29th  of  September  to  the 
7th  of  December,  1889.  If  this  had  been  the  case  where,  a 
lease  being  granted  to  two  persons,  one  of  the  tenants  had 
remained  in  occupation  of  the  premises  after  its  expiration 
and  the  other  had  not,  that  would  have  raised  the  same 
question  as  was  decided  in  the  former  case  of  Christy  v. 
Tancred,  and  I  should  have  thought  that  we  must  be 
bound  by  that  decision,  although  I  own  that  Mr.  Kelly's 
able  argument  has  made  me  doubt  whether  it  was  a  cor- 
rect one,  and  whether  there  is  not  a  distinction  between 
the  case  of  a  co-tenant  and  that  of  an  under-tenant.  If, 
however,  that  decision  be  wrong,  it  should  be  questioned 
in  a  Court  of  Error.  But  in  the  present  case,  the  facts 
stated  remove  the  difficulty.  The  case  discloses  ample 
evidence  of  the  defendant  Tancred'^s  having  continued  a 
partner  in  this  banking  company,  by  agreeing  to  go  on 
upon  other  terms  than  were  originally  contemplated  on  the 
formation  of  the  company;  and  if  he  continued  a  partner, 
then,  if  his  co-partners  occupied,  it  is  the  same  as  if  he 
himself  carried  on  the  business  of  the  bank  there.  But  he 
is  liable  only  during  the  period  of  their  actual  occupation ; 

VOL.   IX.  H  H  M.  w. 
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Bgeh.  of  Pleat,  and  when  the  key  was  unconditionally  tendered  to  the 

-     plaintiff,  there  being  no  actual  occupation  afterwards,  I 

Cbribtt      think  the  liability  under  the  original  contract  ceased,  and 

Tancud.     therefore  that  the  defendants  are  not  liable  after  the  7th  of 

December. 


Aldeeson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  consider 
the  Court  precluded  firom  questioning  the  former  decision 
in  Christy  y.  Tancred  on  the  present  occasion.  When  the 
question  arises,  I  should  wish  for  time  to  consider  whether, 
in  the  case  of  a  lease  granted  to  two  parties,  one  of  whom 
is  desirous  of  giving  up  possession,  and  notifies  his  desire 
to  the  other,  who  nevertheless  holds  over,  the  party  who 
is  out  of  possession  can  be  made  liable  to  an  action  for 
use  and  occupation.  If  the  holding  over  by  one  is  with 
the  consent  of  the  other,  then  the  case  falls  within  that  of 
Harding  v.  Crethome;  but  if  such  an  inference  were  not 
warranted  by  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  should  be  disposed  to 
consider  the  question  before  I  came  to  that  conclusion. 
But  the  circumstances  which  appear  in  this  case  render  it 
unnecessary  to  do  so,  because  from  them  the  consent  of 
the  defendant  Tancred  to  the  occupation  by  the  other  par- 
ties may  be  presumed. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Jan.\ 


Reoina  v.  The  Sheriff  of  Montoomertshire,  in  a  cause 

of  BOOERS  V.  ASTLEY. 

In  this  case  the  defendant  was  arrested  on  the  11th  De- 
cember, 1841 ;  on  the  18th  bail  was  put  in  conditionally, 
and  filed;  on  the  28th  the  plaintiff  delivered  a  declaration 
Stat,  lit  2  Vict,  with  a  demand  of  plea :  on  the  4th  January  the  defendant 

c.  110,  1.  4,  by 
delivering  a  de- 
clmration  in  chief,  and  conienting  to  further  time  to  plead. 


A  plaintiff  doM 
not  waive  hii 
right  of  excep- 
tion to  bail  put 
in  under  the 
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took  out  a  summons  for  ten  days'  time  to  plead,  to  which  £'<^A-  «/  ^^«> 

1842 
the  plaintiff  consented ;  and  on  the  6th  January  the  plain-  '  ^ 

tiff  excepted  to  the  bail.  Rkoina 

Shsriff  op 
Jervis  now  moved  for  a  rule,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  ^  mim.*  " 
to  shew  cause  why  the  attachment  issued  against  the 
sheriff  of  Montgomeryshire,  for  not  bringing  in  the  body, 
should  not  be  set  aside. — ^The  question  turns  on  the  con- 
struction to  be  put  upon  the  4th  section  of  the  stat.  1  &  2 
Vict.  c.  110,  which  enacts,  that  ''such  defendant,  when  so 
arrested,  shall  remain  in  custody  until  he  shall  have  given 
a  bail-bond  to  the  sheriff,  or  shall  have  made  deposit  of  the 
sum  indorsed  on  such  writ  of  capias,  together  with  £10 
for  costs,  according  to  the  present  practice  of  the  superior 
Courts ;  and  all  subsequent  proceedings,  as  to  the  putting 
in  and  perfecting  special  bail,  or  of  making  deposit  and 
payment  of  money  into  Court  instead  of  putting  in  or  per- 
fecting special  bail,  shall  be  according  to  the  like  practice 
of  the  said  superior  Courts,  or  as  near  thereto  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  will  admit/'  Under  the  old 
practice,  the  plaintiff,  by  delivering  a  declaration  in  chief, 
and  consenting  to  time  to  plead,  would  have  waived  his 
right  to  except  to  the  bail ;  and  the  practice  is  not  altered 
by  the  recent  statute.  [Parke,  B.— The  capias  has  now 
nothing  to  do  with  the  steps  in  the  cause;  it  is  merely  a 
proceeding  in  aid.  The  meaning  of  the  statute  is,  that  the 
times  for  excepting,  &c.,  shall  be  the  same  as  before. 
Alderson,  B. — Under  the  old  practice,  taking  a  step  in 
chief  was  a  waiver,  because  it  admitted  that  the  defendant 
was  in  Court.] 

Per  Curiam, 

Bule  refused  (a). 

(a)  See  BetU  v.  Smyth,  1  G.  &^  D.  284. 
H  h2 
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Bxch.  rf  PUas, 
1842. 


Jan.  27.        m 
il 


HoYLB  V.  Coupe. 

In  an  action  by  ■"•  ROVER  for  stoncs.  Plcas,  fiwt,  not  guUty ;  secondlj, 
miuiM  against  a  *  denial  of  the  plaintiff's  property  in  tie  stones;  on  whicli 
copyholder,  for  iagues  Were  joined.    At  the  trial  before  fVigfitman,  J.,  at 

taking  ctonea,  ,  /  ,,..«. 

where  the  de-  the  last  assizcs  at  Lancaster,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff 
undeTan"*"  **  claimed  the  stones  in  question  as  lessee  under  the  lord  of 
aiiepd  custom    ^j^^  manor  of  Accrinffton.  in  that  county,  of  certain  stone 

of  the  manor,  ^  ^        '  *' ' 

entitling  the  and  slatc  mines ;  and  the  defendant,  who  was  the  occupier 

to  take  the  of  a  copyhold  farm  within  the  manor,  justified  under  an  al-* 

uled"  n°premi-  leg^d  custom  of  the  manor  for  all  the  copyholders  to  get 

ses  within  the  gtouc  within  the  mauor,  and  use  it  upon  other  premises 

manor,  any 

other  copy.        within  the  manor,  not  being  copyhold.    Another  of  the 

competent  wit-   copyholdcrs,  being  called  for  the  defendant  to  prove  the 

defcndant^since  ^^^tom,  was  objected  to,  OH  the  ground  that  he  was  inter- 

the  Stat.  3  &  4    estcd  in  the  event  of  the  suit,  and  therefore  could  not 

ss.  26, 127.    '    be  rendered  competent  by  the  operation  of  the  stat.  8  &  4 

Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  26 :  and  the  learned  judge  being  of  that 

opinion,  rejected  the  witness,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered  a 

verdict. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  Wortley  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  a 
new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  was  improperly 
rejected.     In  the  present  term  (Jan.  21), 

Cresswellj  W.  H.  Watson,  and  Cardwett  shewed  cause. — 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  a  custom  which,  if 
established,  was  highly  beneficial  to  all  the  copyholders 
within  the  manor,  and  therefore  to  the  witness  :  he,  there* 
fore,  had  a  direct  interest  in  establishing  it.  The  exercise 
of  the  right,  under  the  verdict  obtained  by  his  evidence  for 
this  defendant,  would  be  evidence  for  himself.  He  comes 
to  sustain  a  user,  which  will  necessarily  raise  the  value  of 
his  own  copyhold.  He  has  thus  an  interest,  which  nothing 
could  remove  but  his  ceasing  to  be  a  copyholder.    Bailiffs 
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of  Godnumehester  v.  PMOips  (a).    It  appears  clear,  there-  Bxeh. «/  Pte«, 


1842. 


fore,  that  before  the  stat.  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  this 
witness  would  have  been  incompetent;  and  giving  that  Hoylb 
statute  the  largest  construction,  it  meant  only  to  remove  Coups. 
the  disability  of  the  witness,  in  cases  where  by  the  in- 
dorsement of  his  name  oh  the  record  under  the  27th 
section,  the  parties  can  be  made  equally  secure  as  if  no 
such  record  existed.  K  he  has  any  the  least  interest 
ultra,  the  objection  on  the  score  of  that  interest  is  not 
removed  by  the  statute.  It  has  indeed  been  said  in 
some  cases,  that  the  stafaite  meant  to  remove  the  objection 
to  the  competency  of  the  witness  in  all  cases  where  a 
release  would  be  necessary;  but  that  construction  can 
hardly  be  maintained ;  and  besides,  here  the  witness  could 
not  release  his  right  to  the  other  copyholders.  The  ques- 
tion therefore  is,  whether  the  sole  objection  to  the  witness 
was  Ms  liability  to  have  the  record 'used  against  him,  or 
his  privilege  to  use  it  for  himself.  Now  if  the  verdict 
were  found  against  the  defendant,  he  could  no  longer 
exercise  the  right ;  if  for  him,  he  would  go  on  exercising 
it;  and  such  his  exercise  of  it  would  be  evidence  of  the 
right  for  all  the  copyholders.  'Die  witness  is  interested, 
not  merely  in  the  record,  but  in  the  fact  of  the  existence 
of  the  custom ;  and  the  establishment  of  the  custom  would 
be  followed  by  an  exercise  of  the  right,  which  would  be 
necessarily  for  the  benefit  of  the  witness.  And  the  verdict 
itself,  though  it  could  not  be  used  for  him  by  reason  of  the 
statute,  would  be  evidence  for  another  copyholder,  and  the 
recovery  by  that  other  would  be  evidence  for  the  witness. 
He  has  therefore  an  interest  ultra  the  verdict,  and  is  not 
rendered  competent  by  the  statute.  [They  cited  Pickles  v. 
HolUngs  (6),  Stewart  v.  Barnes  (c),  Steers  v.  Carwardine  (rf), 
Wedgewood  v.  Hartley  («),  Parker  v.  Mitchell  {p).'] 

(a)  4  Ad.  &  Ell.  550 ;  6  Ncv,  &  (e)  10  Ad.  &  Ell.  619  j  4  P.  & 
M.  211.                                               D.  84. 

(b)  1  M.  &  Rob.  468.  (^)  11  Ad.  &  Ell.  789;  3  P.  & 

(c)  Id.  472.  D.  655. 
(rf)  8  C.  &  P.  570. 
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Exeh,  0/  PUoM,  Wortley  and  Cowling,  contra. — It  may  be  admitted  that 
.  ^^^*  .  the  true  construction  of  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4f,  c.  42,  s. 
HoYLB  26,  is,  that  it  removes  the  incompetency  only  where  the 
CoupB.  objection  is  that  the  verdict  might  be  used  for  or  against 
the  witness.  The  object  was  not  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  a  release,  but,  as  appears  from  the  recital  in  the  pre- 
amble, to  prevent  the  firequent  rejection  of  witnesses  on 
the  ground  of  interest.  In  cases  where  a  release  could 
operate,  the  grievance  would  be  far  less  great.  And  the 
question  is,  whether  in  the  event  of  this  sidty  this  witness 
had  a  direct  interest,  as  distinguished  from  a  contingent 
interest,  or  an  interest  derived  from  the  verdict  being  evi- 
dence. The  interest  which  is  capable  of  excluding  a  wit- 
ness ought  to  be  a  direct  and  immediate  one,  not,  as  in  the 
present  case,  a  remote,  indefinite,  and  contingent  benefit, 
[They  referred  on  this  point  to  Hex  v.  Bray  (a),  Walton  v. 
Shelley  (i),  Bent  v.  Baker  (c).  Rex  v.  Prosser  (rf).  Doe  d. 
Teynham  v.  Tyler  (e),  Clark  v.  Lucas  (/).]  Here  the  right 
is  left  as  it  was  before;  the  verdict  decides  nothing  but 
the  damages  in  trover :  the  only  difference  is,  that  if  any 
future  action  be  brought  against  another  party,  and  the 
same  question  again  arises,  this  verdict  will  be  evidence. 
The  consequence  may  be  that  the  witness's  land  may  be 
made  more  valuable ;  but  that  is  not  such  a  direct  interest 
in  the  suit  as  wiU  exclude  him;  his  estate  remains  the 
same;  and  the  lord  might  contest  the  right  with  him 
again  the  next  day,  and  shew  this  verdict  to  have  pro- 
ceeded on  erroneous  grounds.  He  is  indeed  interested  in 
the  general  question;  but  he  has  no  interest  whatever 
which  the  law  can  take  notice  of,  directly  consequent  on 
the  result  of  this  suit.  It  may  be  that  other  copyholders 
would  in  consequence  of  a  verdict  for  this  defendant  exer- 
cise acts  of  ownership,  and  therefore  that  the  witness  may 
be  benefited,  because  the  custom  would  thereby  be  strength- 

(a)  Cas.  temp.  Hardw.  360.  (i)  4  T.  R.  17. 

{h)  1  T.  R.  296.  (0)  6  Bing.  390 ;  4  M.  &  P.  29. 

(c)  3  T.  R.  27.  (/)  Ry.  &  Moo.  32. 
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ened  j  but  that  is  an  interest  far  more  remote  than  in  se-  ^cK  ofPUat, 

1842 
yeral  of  the  cases  which  have  been  cited.    A  creditor^  how-  '  ^ 

ever  large,  caUed  for  an  insolvent  plaintiff  in  an  action  of       Hoyle 

debt,  is  not  therefore  incompetent;  yet  there  is  a  far       Coupc 

greater  possibility  of  gain  there  than  here.    But  there  is 

another  class  of  cases  which  shew  at  least  the  impression 

of  the  profession  that  the  objection  to  the  competency  of 

commoners  was  their  interest  by  the  use  of  the  verdict : 

see  Walton  v.  Shelley,  Anscomb  v.  Shore  (a),  Bull.  N.  P. 

288,  Eeed  v.  Jackson  (b),  Lord  Falmouth  v.  George  (e). 

The  Stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  s.  26,  is  to  be  liberally  con- 

stnied :  JPkkles  v.  HoUings,  Russell  v.  Blake  (d),  Poole  v. 

Palmer  (e).     [They  referred  also  to  Bowman  v.  WUUs  (/), 

Creevey  v.  Bowman  (g),  Yeomans  v.  Leph  (A),  and  Steers  v. 

Carwardine.'] 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — There  was  a  case  of  Hoyle  v. 
Coupe,  which  was  argued  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  an  action 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor  against  a  copyholder  within  the 
manor,  for  getting  stone  to  be  used  by  his  tenant;  and  the 
defendant  justified  upon  a  title  or  custom  for  all  copy- 
holders within  the  manor  to  get  stone,  not  only  to  be  used 
upon  his  own  premises,  but  upon  other  premises ;  and  in 
order  to  sustain  that  right,  he  called  as  a  witness  another 
copyholder,  who  appeared  to  be  in  the  same  situation,  and 
he  was  rejected.  On  the  discussion  before  us,  it  was  ar- 
gued that  the  witness  ought  to  be  rejected,  because  he  did 
not  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  late  statute ;  that  he 
was  not  rendered  competent  by  the  indorsement  of  his  name 
upon  the  record,  to  prevent  the  judgment  and  verdict 

(a)  1  Taunt  261.  («)  Ante,  p.  71. 

(b)  1  East,  355.  (/)  3  Bing.  N.  C.  671  ;  4  Scott, 

(c)  5  Bing.  286 ;  2  M.  &  P.  457.  387. 

(d)  2  Scott  N.  R.  574;  2  Man.  (g)  1  M.  &  Rob.  496. 
&  G.  374.  (h)  2  M.  &  W.  419. 
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Egek.  of  Pleat,  being  evidence  against  him  afterwards.    It  was  thought 
^   ^^^'   ^    by  the  learned  judge  who  tried  the  cause^  that  this  was  not 
HoYLB       a  case  within  the  statute,  for  that  this  was  an  interest  inde« 
CouFB.        pendent  of  the  verdict  and  judgment,  inasmuch  as  the  party 
came  to  increase  the  value  of  his  own  premises  by  proving 
a  general  custom.    We  think,  upon  consideration,  that  the 
learned  judge  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  statute  could 
have  no  operation  at  all,  unless  it  were  applied  to  cases  of 
this  sort.    There  has  been  no  previous  example  of  any  ob- 
jection to  a  witness  of  this  description,  except  upon  the 
ground  that  the  verdict  and  judgment  were  evidence  in  his 
favour,  there  being  a  verdict  or  judgment  in  support  of  the 
custom;  and  none  of  the  cases  (and  they  are  numerous) 
have  ever  adverted  to  any  other*    It  is  true  in  one  sense, 
that  such  a  witness  may  have  an  interest  in  support  of  the 
custom,  but  yet  the  particular  verdict  could  not  immedi- 
ately and  directly  affect  it;  it  could  only  affect  it  incident- 
ally, as  it  were,  by  a  circuitous  process,  as  supporting 
the  evidence  in  other  cases  at  the  suit  of  other  landlords 
against  other  copyholders.     But  it  was  said  the  vardict 
might  be  evidence  for  another  copyholder,  although  it 
could  not  be  given  in  evidence  by  this  person;  and  that, 
if  it  could  be  given  in  evidence  for  another  copyholder, 
it  would  tend  to  support  the  custom,  though  it  could  not 
be  given  in  evidence  by  the  particular  witness;  and  then 
that  the  second  verdict  might  be  given  in  evidence  for 
him ;  so  that  circuitously .  it  might  operate  in  a  way  to  his 
advantage ;  but  still  it  would  not  increase  the  value  of  his 
estate,  or  give  him  any  interest  in  the  result  of  the  suit, 
except  by  a  contingency  or  remote  probability,  which  is  not 
within' the  contemplation  of  the  principle  which  excludes  a 
witness  from  being  competent.    We  are  of  opinion,  there- 
fore, that  the  learned  judge  was  mistaken  in  thinking  the 
statute  did  not  apply  to  this  case,  and  that  the  rule  ou^t 
to  be  made  absolute. 

Rule  absolute. 
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1842. 
Doe  d.  Ellis  v.  Owens,  >      v     "^ 

TJan*  28. 
HIS  ejectment  wa^  commenced  in  Michaelmas  Term,  A  plaintiff  may 

1839.    On  the  6th  March,  }840,  notice  of  trial  was  given  ^^^^^^"^ 
for  the  ensuing  spring  assizes  for  Carnarvonshire;  and  on  pauperis  after 
the  same  day,  a  copy  of  an  order  of  Alderson,  B^,  adnuttmg  nent  of  Uie 
the  plaintiff  to  sue  in  form&  pauperis,  was  served  on  the  *^^ 
defendant.    The  order  contained  no  provision  as  to  the 
costs  previously  incurredi     The  cause  was  tried  at  the 
Spring  assizes,  1841,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  de- 
fendant.   A  rule  was  afterwards  obtained  for  a  new  trial, 
which  was  discharged  on  the  1st  June  1841 :  on  the  9th 
June  judgment  was  signed.    On  the  14th  January  (before 
any  taxation  of  costs  had  taken  place),  Jereis  obtained  a 
rule  calling  on  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  the  order 
of  Alderson,  B.,  should  not  be  set  aside,  as  having: been 
improperly  issued  after  the  commencement  of  the  action : 
citing  Casey  v.  TomKn  (a)  and  Brunt  v.  Wardle  (i). 

Toumsend  now  shewed  cause. — This  application,  after 
judgment,  is  too  late ;  the  cause  is  then  at  an  end.  In 
Jenkins  v.  Hyde  {c),  it  was  held  that  a  plaintiff  could  not 
be  dispaupered  after  judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsiut. 
[Parke,  B. — ^The  signing  of  judgment  and  taxation  <^  costs 
are  one  act.]  Secondly^  the  order  was  regular.  There 
had  certainly  been  some  cases  in  this  Court  which  threw 
a  doubt  on  the  question  whether  a  plaintiff  could  be  adr 
mitted  to  sue  in  form&  pauperis  after  the  commencement 
of  the  action ;  but  in  Casey  v.  Tomlin,  the  Court  expressly 
reserved  its  decision  upon  the  point;  and  in  Brunt  v. 
Wardle,  where  all  the  cases  are  collected,  it  was  expressly 
held  that  the  Court  had  jurisdiction  at  common  law  to 
admit  a  pauper  to  sue  at  any  period  of  the  cause.  Langley 

(a)  7  M.  &  W.  189.  {b)  4  Scott.  N.  R.  188. 

(c)  6  M.  &  Sdw.  228. 
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EjKh.  of  Pleat,  Y.  Blockerby  (a),  and  Brittain  v.  Greenville  {b),  there  dted^ 
^^^'  are  express  authorities  to  the  same  effect :  and  such  was 
the  invariable  practice  until  the  case  of  Fo9S  v.  Sacine  (c). 
The  stats.  11  Hen.  7,  c.  12,  &  28  Hen.  8,  c.  15,  were 
merely  enabling  statutes,  and  did  not  affect  the  power  of 
the  judges  at  common  law  to  relieve  a  poor  suitor  from 
certain  costs. 

JervU,  contra. — First,  the  defendant  is  not  too  late  in 
his  application.  It  would  not  have  been  proper  to  make 
it  while  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  was  pending:  and  the 
plaintiff  has  taken  no  step  on  the  fiedth  of  the  order  which 
the  defendant  could  have  prevented  by  an  earlier  applica- 
tion. There  is  no  judgment  pronounced  until  the  costs  are 
taxed ;  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  defendant  to 
come  to  the  Court  imtil  the  time  when  the  order  would 
operate  upon  the  costs. 

Secondly,  this  rule  may  be  made  absolute  consistently 
with  the  decision  in  Brunt  v.  Wardle.  This  order  is  in 
contravention  of  a  rule  of  this  Court,  of  the  year  1717, 
stated  in  Com.  Dig.,  Formd  Pauperis,  (A),  that  '^  if  ad- 
mitted after  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  the  pauper  is 
to  give  security  to  pay  the  costs  before  admittance : "  it 
ought  therefore  to  have  contained  such  a  provision.  But 
further,  the  true  construction  of  the  statutes  is  this :  the 
stat.  11  Hen.  7,  c.  12,  enacts,  "  That  every  poor  person  or 
persons,  which  have  or  hereafter  shall  have  cause  of  action 
or  actions  against  any  person  or  persons  within  this  realm, 
shall  have,  by  the  discretion  of  the  Chancellor  of  this  realm 
for  the  time  being,  writ  or  writs  original,  or  writs  of  sub- 
poena, according  to  the  nature  of  their  cause,  therefore 
nothing  paying;  and  aft;er  the  said  writ  or  writs  be  returned, 
&c.,  the  justices  shall  assign  to  the  same  poor  person  or  per- 
sons counsel  learned  &c.,  and  shall  appoint  attorney  and 

(a)  Andr.  306.  (b)  2  Stra.  1121. 

(e)  4  M.  &  W.  610. 
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attondesfor  the  same  poor  penon'or  persons^  &c  &c/'  That  s*ch.  of  Pkoi, 
statute^  therefore,  contemplates  something  to  be  done  by 
the  Court  after  the  commencement  of  the  snit.  But  the 
stat.  23  Hen.  8,  c.  16,  s.  1,  is  express,  that  all  poor  per- 
sons, plaintiffs,  '^  which  ai  the  commencement  of  their  suits 
or  actions,  shall  be  admitted  to  have  their  process  of  cha- 
rity, kc."  "  shall  not  be  compelled  to  pay  any  costs  by  vir- 
tue and  force  of  this  statute,^'  which  imposed  costs  generally 
on  plaintiffs  in  case  of  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  a  non- 
suit. Therefore,  where  they  are  admitted  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit,  they  are  to  pay  no  costs  on  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant  or  a  nonsuit ;  but  it  is  quite  consistent 
with  that,  that  although  admitted  subsequently,  they 
may,  under  the  stat.  of  Hen.  7,  have  their  own  counsel, 
attorney,  &c.,  gratuitously.  The  present  defendant,  there- 
fore, is  at  all  events  entitled  to  the  costs  antecedent  to  the 
order  of  the  learned  judge. 

Per  Curiam. — If  that  be  the  correct  construction  of 
the  statutes,  you  do  not  want  to  dispauper  the  plaintiff; 
but  you  should  proceed  to  taxation,  and  then  the  question 
may  be  raised.  Your  argument  shews  the  order  to  be 
right,  because  it  admits  that  it  has  some  effect. 

Bule  discharged,  with  costs. 
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1842. 
^      y    '  ^    Parbatt  v.  Godbard  and  Another^  Execatrix  and  Exe* 

cutor  of  H.  Groddard. 

Jan  28         T\ 

„     /     '      i/EBT.     The  declaration  contained  a  count  for  non-pay- 

To  a  declara-  ^  ^ 

tion  in  debt  ment  of  money  due  on  a  covenant  of  the  testator^  together 
tors,  containing  with  counts  for  moucy  paid  to  the  use  of  the  defendants^ 
p^yJJJ*J„J^J"*^°"  and  on  an  account  stated.  The  defendants,  being  under 
money  due  on  tcrms  of  pleading  issuably,  pleaded,  first,  "  that  the  said 
the  testator,  writing  in  the  declaration  mentioned  is  not  the  deed  of  the 
money^'paid and  Said  H.  Goddard;"  concluding  to  the  country;  secondly, 
irtated  *t^e  dV-  "  ^^^  ^^"^  ®*^^  writing  in  the  declaration  mentioned  was 
fendants,  being  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  said  H.  Goddard,*'  &c.,  [stating 

under  terms  of  ^  -,      rm  i   •      -^ 

pleading  issu.  an  immoral  consideration  for  the  deed.]  The  plaintiff 
1 .  that  "^he '  having  signed  judgment  as  for  want  of  a  plea,  on  the  ground 
IctoJSfon^*'  that  the  pleas,  although  applicable  to  the  first  count  of  the 
mentioned"  was  declaration  only,  were  in  form  pleaded  to  the  whole  decla- 

not  the  deed  of  .  ,     ,      \,  -tit  ^         •  • 

thetesutor;  ration,  and  therefore  were  not  issuable  pleas,  a  rule  msi 
writing  in  the     ^^  obtained  for  setting  that  judgment  aside:   against 

declararion  ^y^^^ 

mentioned  was 
executed  for 

an  immoral  Bodelctf  uow  showcd  cause. — These  pleas,  being  without 

Held,  that  these  ^^^  proper  formal  commencement,  must  be  taken  to  be 
issuable  pleas  pl^adcd  to  the  whole  action,  and  are  therefore  not  issuable 
being  in  form     pleas.  They  would  be  bad  on  special  demurrer :  Putney  v. 

pleaded  to  the  ^^__ 

whole  declara-    8wann{a).    Where  a  defendant,  being  under  terms  of 

they  appiicTto   pleading  issuably,  pleaded  nunquam  indebitatus  to  a  decla- 

dic  first  count    yatiou  Containing  counts  on  bills  of  exchange,  as  well  as 

for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff 

might  treat  the  plea  as  a  nullity  and  sign  judgment; 

Sewell  Y.  Dale  (A). 

TkomaSj  contra. — ^The  plaintiff  ought  not  to  have  signed 
judgment;  his  proper  course  was  to  have  demurred.  A 
plaintiff  who  has  consented  to  a  rule  to  plead  several  mat- 
ters, cannot  apply  to  set  aside  any  of  the  pleas  on  the 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.  72.  (6)  8  DowL  P.  C.  309. 
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([round  that  they  are  no  answer  to  the  action :  Ehwen  v.  iSfeA.  ^  Pi§ms, 


Carr{a).  In  tFaod  v.  F€nr{b),  where,  in  debt  for  £150,  the 
defendant  pleaded  to  the  whole  action,  that  he  had  paid 
the  plaintiff  £50,  judgment  signed  by  the  plaintiff  by  nil 
dicit  for  £100,  was  held  irregular.  \_Parke,  B. — ^The  ques- 
tion here  turns  on  the  ground  of  the  defendants  being  under 
terms  to  plead  issuably.] 

Per  Curiam. — ^These  pleas  apply  substantially  to  the 
first  count,  but  being  in  form  pleaded  to  the  whole  decla- 
ration, would  be  bad  on  special  demurrer.  But  the  pre- 
sent question  is,  whether  they  are  issuable  pleas;  and  we 
think  they  are  not — ^they  are  not  pleas  on  which  the  plain- 
tiff could  join  issue,  and  go  to  trial  upon  the  merits.  If 
the  defendant  had  in  terms  pleaded  to  the  first  count  only, 
the  plaintiff  might  have  signed  judgment  on  the  other 
issues.  The  judgment  may  be  set  aside  on  payment  of 
costs. 

Bule  absolute  on  payment  of  costs. 

(a)  5  DowL  P.  C.  305.  (6)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  247 ;  7  Scott,  270. 
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BiCHARDS,  Public  Officer,  &c.,  v.  Disfraile. 

A  Jan.  28. 

BULE  had  been  obtained,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to  The  affidavit  in 

shew  cause  why  an  order  of  Gumey,  B.,  for  issuing  a  capias  J^Jfw'd^  * 

against  the  defendant,  should  not  be  rescinded,  and  why  "^^^Vjjf 

the  defendant  should  not  be  discharged  out  of  the  custody  "  J-  R-  <">«  of 

the  public 

of  the  Warden  of  the  Meet  Prison.    The  objection  was,  officers  of  the 
that  there  was  a  Tariance  between  the  affidavit  on  which  trict^STaWng 
the  capias  was  obtained,  and  the  title  of  the  cause  in  the  ^^Ji*°j/^ 
writ ;  the  former  describing  the  plaintiff  as  *'  John  Richards,  Cornwall:" 
one  of  the  public  officers  of  the  Western  District  Banking  last  words 
Company  for  Devon  and  Cornwall,''  whereas  in  the  writ  Thec^nlt 
the  WOTds  "  for  Devon  and  Cornwall ''  were  omitted.  «^*^««*^  ^*^^: 

out  costs  a  rule 
for  discharging 

the  defendant  out  of  custody  on  the  ground  of  the  variance,  upon  the  plaintirs  filing  a  freib 

affidarity  omitting  those  words  in  the  title. 
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Richards 

9. 
DlBFEAILB* 


Erie  shewed  cause. — This  variance  is  wholly  immaterial. 
The  plaintiff  was  not  obliged  to  describe  himself^  in  the 
title  of  the  cause  in  the  writ^  as  one  of  the  public  officers ; 
he  need  not  do  so  at  any  earlier  stage  of  the  proceedings 
than  the  declaration.  It  is  not  like  the  case  of  an  assignee, 
where  a  statutable  right  is  given  to  him  in  that  capacity. 
Here  he  has,  in  the  affidavit,  given  his  correct  title,  only 
he  has  added  the  locality  for  which  he  acts.  That  does  not 
vitiate  the  affidavit. 


Per  Curiam. — It  is  not  alleged  that  the  defendant  has 
been  improperly  arrested.  The  rule  will,  therefore,  be  dis- 
charged without  costs,  on  the  defendant's  filing  a  fresh  affi- 
davit, omitting  the  words  '^  for  Devon  and  Cornwall "  in 
the  title. 

Bule  discharged  accordingly. 


Ftson,  Administratrix  of  Croft,  Deceased,  v.  Chambers. 

X  ROVER  for  goods,  brought  by  the  plaintiff  as  admini- 
stratrix of  John  Croft. — ^Pleas,  first,  not  guilty;  secondly,  a 
denial  of  the  plaintiff's  possession  as  administratrix :  on 
which  issues  were  joined.  At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger, 
C.  B.,  at  the  London  Sittings  after  Trinity  Term,  the  fol- 
lowing facts  appeared  in  evidence. 

The  intestate,  John  Croft,  died  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1889,  possessed  of  certain  household  fturniture  and  effects, 
the  subject  of  the  present  action.  No  administration 
having  been  taken  out  by  the  next  of  kin,  the  plaintiff, 
who  was  a  creditor  of  the  intestate,  applied  for  and  ob- 


A  certificate 
under  the 
Bankrupt  Act 
ii  evidence,  as 
againit  the 
bankrupt,  of  a 
▼aUd  bank- 
ruptcy, without 
proof  of  the 
petitioning  cre- 
ditor's debt,  &c 
A  party  who 
has  taken  pos- 
sesrion  of  the 
goods  of  an  in* 
testate  after  his 
death,  cannot 
set  up  as  a  de- 
fence to  an  ac- 
tion of  trover  by 
the  administra- 
tor, that  the  intestate  had  been  first  insolvent  and  then  bankrupt,  and  had  not  paid  1^.  in  the 
pound  under  the  fiat,  and  that  therefore  the  property  in  the  goods  vested  absolutely  in  the  as- 
signees ;  the  goods  having  being  acquired  by  tlie  intestate  after  the  bankruptcy,  and  he  having 
been  alk>wed  by  the  assignees  to  retain  possession  of  them. 
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tained  letters  of  administration,  dated  10th  October,  1840.  ^^^  ^  ^<mi, 

1842 
In  January  1841,  the  plaintiff  discovered  that  the  de- 
fendant, who  was  an  auctioneer,  had  sold  the  goods  by 
direction  of  the  next  of  kin,  who  had  made  himself  execu- 
tor de  son  tort.  For  the  defendant  it  was  proved,  that  in 
1828  the  intestate  toQk  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors 
Act,  and  it  was  proposed  also  to  shew  that  he  had  subse- 
quently become  a  bankrupt,  for  which  purpose  the  deposi- 
tions and  the  certificate  were  put  in,  but  no  specific 
evidence  was  given  of  a  petitioning  creditor's  debt,  or  of 
the  other  previous  requisites  to  a  valid  bankruptcy;  and 
on  the  face  of  the  depositions  there  was  some  ambiguity  in 
the  statement  as  to  the  date  of  the  petitioning  creditor's 
debt.  It  was  proved  also,  that  the  intestate  did  not  pay 
l&s,  in  the  pound  under  the  alleged  commission,  and  that 
he  acquired  the  goods  in  question  subsequently  to  the  date 
of  the  certificate,  so  that  the  property  in  them  vested  ab- 
solutely in  the  assignees  under  the  Bankrupt  Act,  6  Geo.  4, 
c.  16,  s.  127.  No  evidence  was  given  to  shew  the  applica- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale.  It  was  contended  for  the 
plaintiff,  first,  that  the  depositions  and  certificate  were  no 
sufficient  proof  of  the  issuing  of  a  fiat,  or  of  the  existence 
of  a  petitioning  creditor's  debt ;  and  secondly,  that  the 
defendant  could  not,  in  this  action,  set  up  the  title  of  the 
assignees  against  the  plaintiff's  claim  as  administrator. 
The  Lord  Chief  Baron  reserved  the  points,  and  a  verdict 
passed  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  value  of  the  goods,  with 
leave  to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him 
on  the  second  issue. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  Erie  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accord- 
ingly, against  which,  in  the  same  term  (Nov.  23), 

KeUy  and  Butt  shewed  cause. — ^First,  the  defendant  was 
bound,  in  order  to  establish  the  proposed  defence,  to  prove 
a  valid  commission  of  bankruptcy  issued  against  the  intes- 


1842. 
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Enh.rfPUti»,  tate^  foid  be  did  n6t  proye  it  by  merely  sbewing  the 
existence  of  a  certificate.  The  petitioning  ereditor's  debt^ 
the  tradings  &c.,  ought  to  have  been  proved  by  specific 
evidence.  It  is  impossible  for  the  alleged  banknq>t  to 
defeat  such  a  prim&  facie  case^  if  it  be  one^  by-shewing 
that  he  has  not  committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  Prodf 
by  the  statement  in  the  d^ositions^  that  a  petitioning  cre- 
ditor's debt  was  due  at  the  date  of  the  commission^  is  no 
proof  of  its  having  been  due  at  the  time  of  the  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy :  Clarke  v.  Askew  {u).  HawUand  v.  Cook  {b)  iriU  be 
cited  for  the  defendant^  but  the  authority  of  that  caae 
has  been  shaken  by  subsequent  decisions.  It  is  only  in 
favour  of  the  bankrupt^  when  pleading  his  bankroptcyj 
that  the  certificate  is  made  evidence  by  seet.  126  of  the 
Bankrupt  Act.  In  Pitt  v.  ChofpeUno  [c),  it  was  held  that 
a  defendant  who  pleads  the  bankruptcy  of  the  drawer  of  a 
bill  of  exchange  as  an  answer  to  an  taction  against  him  by 
an  indorsee^  is  bound  to  set  forth  fiiUy  all  the  requisites 
to  establish  a  valid  .bankruptcy.  [Parkey  B.— The  allow- 
ance of  the  certificate  is  not  conclusive  against  the  bank- 
rupt; but  surely  it  is  good  primi  fiune  evid^ice  that  all 
tlie  previous  steps  have  been  regular/  and  that  evidence  is 
not  disproved  by  a  mere  ambiguous  statement  in  the  de- 
positions.] 

Secondly^'  the  plaintiff,  representing  the  intestate,  might 
well  maintain  this  action  against  the  defendant,  who  stands 
in  the  situation  of  a  mere  wrong*doer,  and  claims  no  titie 
under  the  assignees.  It  has  been  held  that  an  uncertificated 
bankrupt  may  sue  in  trover  a  wrong-doer  who  takes  his 
goods ;  and  that,  so  long  as  the  assignees  permit  him  to 
deal  with  subsequently  acquired  property  as  his  own,  the 
wrong-doer  cannot  set  up  against  him  the  jus  tertii: 
Webb  V.  Fox  (rf) ;  Drayton  v.  Dale  (e).     The  bankrupt  may 

(a)  1  Stark.  Rep.  458,  n.  {d)  7  T.  R.  391. 

(6)  5  T.  R.  655.  (e)  2  B.  &  Cr.  293;  3  D.  &  R. 

(e)  8  M.  &  W.  616.  534. 
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Bue  as  the  trustee  of  the  assignees :  CummingY.  Roebuck  {a).  ««*•  ^  ''few. 
And  the  127th  sect,  of  the  Bankrupt  Act  has  the  same 
operation  as  to  after-acquired  property^  in  the  case  of  a 
second  commission  under  which  I5s.  in  the  pound  has  not 
been  paid.  The  other  side  will  rely  on  Young  y.  Risk- 
worth  {b),  in  which  it  was  held  to  be  a  good  defence  to  an 
action  of  assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received^  that  the 
plaintiff  had  been  twice  a  bankrupt^  and  had  not  paid  16s. 
in  the  pound  under  the  second  commission;  but  there  the 
defence  was  specially  pleaded.  [Parke,  B. — ^What  special 
plea  of  that  kind  could  you  draw  which  would  not  amount 
to  an  argumentative  denial  of  the  plaintiff's  being  pos- 
sessed?] The  plea  in  Young  v.  Rishworth  was  held  good 
on  special  demurrer.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  demurrer  was  not 
on  the  ground  that  it  amounted  to  not  possessed.]  The 
rule  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  plea  of  not  possessed  is 
laid  down  in  the  case  of  Pumell  v.  Young  {c),  where  it  is 
said^  "  The  plea  denying  the  close  to  be  the  plaintiff's  is  a 
denial  of  possession,  if  the  defendant  be  a  wrong-doer ;  if 
otherwise,  of  the  right  to  the  possession.''  If,  therefore, 
the  bankrupt  has  a  possessory  title,  which  is  good  against 
a  wrong-doer,  a  party  who  comes  to  justify  under  the  right 
of  the  assignees  should  plead  specially,  giving  the  plaintiff 
colour:  Morant  v.  Signed).  [Parke,  B. — ^The  question  is 
not  whether  you  might  not  have  given  colour,  and  pleaded 
specially,  but  whether  the  plea  of  not  possessed  is  not  suf- 
ficient. It  means  this : — ^Although  I,  the  defendant,  have 
converted  the  goods,  you,  the  plaintiff,  have  no  lawful  title 
to  them  as  against  me].  Then  the  answer  is,  that  the 
bankrupt  has  a  lawful  title  as  against  all  but  the  assignees. 
p[jord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  cannot  see  that  the  effect  of  sect. 
127,  at  most,  is  more  than  to  place  a  certificated  bankrupt 
under  a  second  commission  upon  which  he  has  not  paid 

(a)  Holt's  N.  P.  C.  172.  (c)  3  M.  &  W.  288. 

(b)  8  Ad.  &  £11.  470;  3  Nev.  (<Q  2  M.  &  W.  95. 
&  P.  588. 
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Exek,  of  Pteos^  15«.  in  the  pound,  in  the  same  sitoation  as  an  uncertificated 
1842 

bankrupt  under  the  5  Geo.  2,  c.  30^  s.  9.]    There  cannot 

be  anj  valid  distinction  between  the  rights  of  the  assignees 
in  the  one  case  and  in  the  other.  In  Carter  y,  Johnson  (a), 
it  was  held  that  a  defendant  in  trespass,  under  a  plea  that 
the  goods  were  not  the  plaintiff's,  could  not  set  up  pro- 
perty in  a  stranger  under  whom  he  did  not  justify,  in 
answer  to  the  plaintiff's  possession.  Camaby  v.  Welby  {b) 
is  also  an  authority  that  the  issue  on  not  possessed  in  tres- 
pass is  simply  as  to  the  plaintiff's  actual  possession,  and 
that  no  question  can  be  raised  under  it  whether  the  pos- 
session was  fraudulent. 

Erie  and  Barstow,  contra. — In  the  first  place,  the  de- 
fendant was  at  liberty,  on  this  record,  to  set  up  the  present 
defence.  In  trover,  the  plea  that  the  goods  are  not  the 
plaintiff's  puts  in  issue  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  the 
possession,  as  against  the  defendant,  at  the  time  of  the 
alleged  conversion :  Isaac  v.  Belcher  (c) ;  Owen  v.  Knight  {d). 
Butler  V.  Hobson  {e)  is  a  clear  authority  for  the  defendant 
on  this  point.  [Parke,  B. — Surely  there  can  be  no  doubt 
on  this  part  of  the  case — ^that  this  plea  raises  the  whole 
question  between  the  parties.]  The  actual  possession  is 
enough,  no  doubt,  in  trespass ;  but  it  is  different  in  trover. 
This  is  an  issue  who  is  entitled  to  the  property.  [Parke,  B, 
— It  is  not  a  case  of  simple  possession,  but  of  possession 
coupled  with  a  kind  of  bailment :  the  intestate  is  in  pos- 
session by  consent  of  the  assignees.] 

Then  the  plea  discloses  a  complete  defence  to  the  action. 
Young  y.Rishworth  is  an  express  authority,  that  after- 
acquired  property  of  a  bankrupt,  who  has  not  paid  15«.  in 
the  pound  under  a  second  commission,  vests  absolutely  in 

(a)  2  M.  &  Rob.  263.  (d)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  54;  5  Scott, 

(6)  8  Ad.  &  Ell.  872;  1  P.  &      307. 

D.  98.  («)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  290;  5  Scott, 

(c)  5  M.  &  W.  139.  798. 
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the  assignees^  and  that  the  bankrupt  therefore  can  main-  Exeh,  of  P2eak, 

tain  no  action  upon  a  contract  in  respect  of  it.     It  is  said    ^   ^      . 

it  must  be  taken  that  the  goods  were  in  the  lawful  posses-        Pybom 

sion  of  the  intestate  by  the  consent  of  the  assignees.  That     Chambers. 

was  a  question  of  fact.     But^  if  he  held  the  possession  as 

their  agent,  either  his  agency  determined  by  his  death,  ot 

the  defendant  is  in  under  the  same  agency.     [Parke^  B. — 

The  first  question  is,  whether  the  intestate  could  sue ;  and 

the  second,  whether,  if  he  could,  the  title  relates  back  so 

that  his  administrator  can  sue.     It  may  be  that  there  is 

the  same  relation  back  in  cases  where  the  intestate  had 

a  special  property  in  the  goods,   as  where  he  had  the 

absolute  property.    This  was  a  question  much  considered 

in  ElUott  Y.  Kemp  (a),  where  it  was  held,  that  there  was  not 

such  relation  back  as  to  chattels  in  which  the  intestate  had 

no  personal  interest,  but  was  merely  the  administrator  of 

another.    The  question  is,  has  the  bankrupt  such  a  title  as 

is  descendible,  so  to  speak,  or  has  the  party  title  who  is  in 

by  the  authority  of  the  assignees?     Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — 

Your  argument  is,  that  though  a  possessory  title  is  good 

against  a  mere  wrong-doer,  that  has  no  application  where 

the  party  suing  has  no  possession,  and  where  the  party 

under  whose  title  he  comes  in  had  no  possession  at  the 

time  of  the  wrong  done,  being  then  dead ;  and  therefore 

that  it  is  a  mere  issue  on  title.']   Yes.    And  it  is  submitted 

that  there  is  a  material  difference  between  the  case  of  an 

uncertificated  bankrupt,  and  of  a  bankrupt  who  has  not  paid 

16^.  in  the  pound  under  a  second  commission.    The  words 

of  sect.  127  are  stronger  than  those  of  the  6  Geo.  2,  c.  30, 

s.  9.    The  latter  merely  made  the  after-acquired  property 

''  liable  to  the  creditors  f  the  former  vests  it  in  the  as* 

signees.    And  in  Ex  parte  Robinson,  in  re  Freer  (A),  the 

Yice-Chancellor  of  England  held,  that  under  that  clause 

it  vests  in  them  absolutely,  and  ab  initio.    The  bankrupt 

(a)  7  M.  &  W.  30C.  {h)  Mont.  &  M'Arth.  44. 

I  i2 
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£ceft.  of  Pleat,  himself,  therefore,  could  not  have  sued;  but  much  less  his 
administrator.  For  what  purpose  could  Jie  sue?  The 
goods  when  recovered  must  be  assets ;  yet  it  [is  clear  the 
assignees  could  claim  them,  and  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
distribute  them.  This  supposed  license  or  permission 
of  the  assignees,  therefore,  if  it  exist  at  all,  was  per- 
sonal to  the  bankrupt,  and  does  not  survive  to  his  repre- 
sentative. 


Lord  Abingbr,  C.  B. — It  appears  to  me  to  be  sufficiently 
clear,  upon  all  the  authorities,  that  this  action  might  have 
been  maintained  by  the  bankrupt  himself  in  his  lifetime, 
on  the  principle  that  a  possession  by  the  consent  of  the 
true  owner  is  a  lawful  possession  against  a  third  party : 
but  my  doubt  is,  whether  the  same  principle  applies  to 
the  administrator,  unless  the  wrong  were  done  in  the  life- 
time of  the  intestate.  On  that  point  we  will  take  some 
time  to  consider. 

Parke,  B. — That  appears  to  me  to  be  the  only  point  on 
which  consideration  is  required.  It  is  clear  that  the 
applying  for  and  obtaining  a  certificate  of  conformity  is 
evidence  against  the  party  of  the  validity  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy; not  conclusive  indeed,  but  evidence;  and  it  is 
clearly  not  disproved  by  the  depositions  put  in,  which  seem, 
indeed,  to  have  been  admitted  per  incuriam,  for  I  do  not 
see  how  they  were  admissible  at  all.  Then  as  to  the  next 
point,  I  do  not  see  any  difference  between  the  position  of 
a  bankrupt  after  a  second  commission,  who  has  not  paid 
16s.  in  the  pound,  and  that  of  an  uncertificated  bankrupt: 
both  have  a  kind  of  special  property  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion. In  Ex  parte  Robinson,  the  attention  of  the  Vice- 
chancellor  does  not  appear  to  have  been  called  to  the 
analogy  between  their  two  characters.  In  both  cases,  the 
bankrupt  has  a  kind  of  special  property  against  all  but  the 
assignees,  and  may  maintain  trover  against  a  wrong-doer. 
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It  is  different  firom  the  case  of  a  mere  naked  possession :  Exeh.  of  Pieas, 

the  question  whether  that  will  entitle  a  party  to  maintain 

trover,  even  against  a  wrong-doer,  is  one  npon  which  I 

entertain  considerable  doubt,  and  which  has  yet  to  be 

determined.    The  question  then  here  is,  whether  the  right 

of  the  bankrupt  to  this  after-acquired  property  stops  with 

his  life,  or  passes  to  his  administrator.    The  case  of  Young 

Y.  Riskworth  decides  nothing  as  to  the  difference  between 

after^acquired  property  in  the  case  of  a  bankrupt  under  a 

second  commission,  not  having  paid  15«.  in  the  pound,  and 

in  that  of  an  uncerti&cated  bankrupt.    The  plea  there  did 

not  state  that  it  was  after-acquired  property,  but  only  that 

the  plaintiff  had  become  bankrupt  a  second  time,  and 

had  not  paid  15«.  in  the  pound ;  and  all  that  the  Court 

decided  was,  that  the  plea  was  prim&  facie  an  answer  to 

the  declaration,  and  that  the  facts  ought  to  have  been 

replied. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — ^There  was  a  case  of  Fyson  v. 
Chambers  discussed  last  term,  in  which  Mr.  Erie  moved 
for  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  verdict  should  not  be  set 
aside,  and  a  verdict  entered  for  the  defendant,  or  a  non- 
suit had.  The  case  was  this : — ^The  plaintiff  was  the  ad- 
ministrator of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Croft,  but  he  did 
not  take  out  letters  of  administration  for  many  months 
after  Croft^'s  death.  It  appeared  that  after  Crofli^s  death, 
there  were  two  persons  who  were  connected  with  him,  one 
of  whom  had  possession  of  his  goods,  which  remained  in 
his  house  undisposed  of  until  the  period  when  the  defend- 
ant, who  was  an  auctioneer,  disposed  of  them.  Some 
time  after  that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  creditor  of  Croft, 
took  out  administration  to  his*  effects,  and  then  brought 
this  action  against  the  defendant  for  the  conversion  by 
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Exeh.  of  PUat,  the  Sale  of  the  goods.    At  the  trial  it  appeared  to  me 
that  the  plaintiff,  having  taken  out  administration   so 
long  after  the  event  had  happened,  was  rather  acting 
sharply  towards  the  defendant  in  bringing  this  action,  and 
I  was  disposed,  if  possible,  to  have  defeated  his  object; 
but  however,  I  did  not  think  myself  entitled  upon  the 
evidence  to  say  that  the  goods  were  not  the  administrator's. 
Then  Mr.  Erk  raised  another  objection,  which  he  endea- 
voured to  support  by  evidence ;  viz.  that  Croft  had  been 
twice  a  bankrupt,  and  had  not  paid  15«.  in  the  pound 
under  the  second  commission,   and  therefore  that  the 
goods  vested  in  and  still  remained  the  absolute  property 
of  the  assignees.    The  Court  was  very  desirous,  if  possible, 
of  giving  effect  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  objections  to  this 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff;  but,  upon  consideration,  we  ap- 
prehend we  cannot  do  so.    With  regard  to  the  first  objec- 
tion, it  was  proved  that  the  plaintiff  took  out  administration 
many  months  after  the  deceased  died,  not  until  after  the  act 
of  conversion  had  taken  place ;  and  if  the  conversion  of 
these  goods  had  actually  taken  place  by  the  relatives  of 
the  deceased  before  the  defendant  had  interfered,  so  as  to 
pass  the  property,  the  subject  of  that  conversion,  to  some- 
body else,  I  for  one  should  be  unwilling  to  say  that  the 
administrator  could  have  retained  the  property  and  sued 
for  such  conversion.    But,  on  considering  this  case,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  first  act  of  conversion  done,  after  the  death 
of  the  deceased,  was  the  very  sale  of  the  goods,  in  which 
the  supposed  executor  and  the  defendant  were  actually 
concerned  together,  and  that  all  parties  were  therefore 
liable  in  an  action  of  trover.    Now  it  is  very  true,  if  an 
action  had  been  brought  in  trover  by  the  administrator 
against  the  executor  de  son  tort,  the  cases  have  decided 
that  an  executor  de  son  tort  may  recoup  himself  in 
damages  for  all  money  he  has  paid  honk  fide  on  account  of 
the  testator;  and  so  might  the  defendant  in  this  case,  if 
he  had  given  any  evidence  that  the  executor  de  son  tort 
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had  paid  the  debts  of  the  testator  out  of  the  proceeds  of  ^eh.  rfPUa», 
the  sale.  No  such  evidence  was  given,  and  it  therefore 
remains  a  conversion  without  any  thing  to  excuse  it,  or  to 
diminish  the  amount  to  be  recovered.  And  as  to  the 
second  point,  it  appears  to  us,  on  consideration  of  all  the 
facts,  that  this  case  falls  within  a  class  of  cases  in  which  it 
has  been  decided,  that  where  the  assignees  have  permitted 
the  bankrupt  to  remain  for  a  considerable  time  in  posses- 
sion of  property  acquired  after  his  bankruptcy,  although 
they  may  interfere  and  take  it  away,  it  is  not  competent 
to  third  parties  to  set  up  a  claim  which  the  assignees 
themselves  do  not  think  fit  to  insist  upon.  We  therefore 
think  that  there  was  a  good  title  in  the  bankrupt  against 
all  the  world  but  the  assignees.  Now  the  defendant  in 
this  case  is  not  the  assignee,  and  has  no  right  to  set  up  a 
title  of  third  persons  to  cover  his  own  default :  we  think, 
therefore,  that  the  verdict  should  stand  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  that  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 


The  Earl  of  Falmouth  v.  Roberts. 


Jan,  29. 


Assumpsit.— The  declaration  stated  that  the  defend- 
ant had  become  and  then  was  tenant  to  the  plaintiff  of  a 
certain  messuage,  farm,  and  lands,  except  as  in  a  certain 


The  defendant 
became  tenant 
to  the  plaintiff 
of  a  farm  from 
year  to  year,  by 
parol,  but  after- 
wards signed  an  agreement  containing  certain  stipulations  as  to  the  mode  of  tillage.     In  an 
action  by  the  landlord  for  breaches  of  these  stipulations,  the  agreement,  on  being  produced, 
contained  an  erasure  in  the  term  of  years  mentioned  in  the  habendum,  which  was  altered  from 
seven  to  fourteen :  —  Held,  that  in  this    action  the  agreement  might    be   received  in  evi* 
dence  without  any  explanation  of  the  erasure,  the  term  of  years  being  immaterial  to  the  parol 
contract  between  the  parties,  to  hold  from  year  to  year,    subject  only  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

The  agreement  was  attested  by  the  landlord's  steward,  who,  after  having  been  apprehended 
for  embezzlement,  had  absconded,  and  could  not  be  found  after  search  at  his  house,  and  at 
the  inns  he  was  in  the  habit  of  frequenting : — Held,  that  evidence  of  his  handwriting  was  pro- 
perly received. 

Where,  A.  B.  the  elder  being  summoned  on  a  special  jury,  A.  B.  the  younger,  of  the  same 
place,  by  mistake  answered  to  the  name,  was  sworn,  and  sat  as  a  special  juror  on  the  trial  of  a 
cause  ;  the  Court,  in  its  discretion,  refused  a  new  trial,  after  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  it  appear- 
ing that  the  defendant's  attorney's  clerk  was  aware  of  the  mistake  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  and 
made  no  objection,  and  the  attorney  himself  not  negativing  his  knowledge  of  the  mistake. 
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Earl  of 
Falmouth 

V. 
ROBSETS. 


BxeKrf  PUoM^  agreement  theretofore  made  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant  is  excepted^  subject  to  the  defendant's  keeping, 
as  such  tenant,  certain  terms  and  agreements,  that  is  to 
say  &c.  The  declaration  then  set  out  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  relating  to  the  mode  of  farming  the  land,  by 
laying  thereon  a  certain  quantity  of  manure,  not  conrert- 
ing  meadow  land  into  tillage,  &c.  &c.,  and  assigned  various 
breaches  in  respect  thereof.  At  the  trial  before  Rolfe,  B., 
at  the  last  Cornwall  Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  farm  was 
originally  let  by  parol  by  the  plaintiff's  steward  to  the  de- 
fendant, as  tenant  from  year  to  year;  and  that  afterwards 
the  defendant  signed  an  agreement  containing  certain 
terms  and  stipulations  as  to  the  mode  of  tillage.  The  at- 
testing witness  to  this  agreement  was  the  steward ;  who, 
being  afterwards  apprehended  under  a  warrant  for  embez- 
zling the  plaintiff's  rents,  had  been  liberated  on  a  promise 
to  attend  at  a  certain  time  and  place  to  investigate  his  ac- 
counts, but,  instead  of  doing  so,  absconded.  Inquiries 
had  been  made  for  him  at  his  house,  and  at  the  inns  he 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting,  but  without  success. 
The  learned  Judge,  under  these  circumstances,  admitted 
evidence  of  his  handwriting. 

The  agreement,  on  being  produced,  appeared  to  contain 
an  erasure  and  interlineation  as  to  the  term  of  years  men- 
tioned in  the  habendum,  which  appeared  to  be  altered  firom 
seven  to  fourteen;  whereupon  it  was  objected  for  the  de- 
fendant, on  the  authority  of  Knight  v.  Clements  (a),  that, 
without  some  explanation  given  by  the  plaintiff  of  the  time 
at  which  the  erasure  was  made,  the  agreement  could  not 
be  read  in  evidence.  The  learned  Judge,  however,  admit- 
ted it,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  damages  j£20. 

In  Michaelmas  Term  last  (Nov.  6),  Crowder  moved  {b) 
for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  a  new  trial  should  not  be 
had,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection. — First,  there  was  not 

(a)  8  Ad.  &  £11.  215;  3  Nev.  &  P.  375. 
(h)  Before  Lord  Abmger,  C.  B.,  Parke,  B.,  Gumey,  B.  and  Ro^e.  B. 
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snfBcient  proof  of  search  for  the  attesting  witness  to  let  -KwA.  ^  pinu, 
in  the  eyidence  of  his  handwriting.    No  application  was  ^  '  ^ 

shewn  to  have  been  made  to  any  member  of  his  family.       Bail  or 

Falmouth 

[The  learned  Judge  read  his  notes  of  the  evidence  as  to  v. 

this  point,  and  the  Court  held  that  it  was  clearly  sufficient.]  b^rts. 

Secondly,  the  agreement  having  been  altered  in  a  material 
part,  and  there  being  no  proof  when  that  alteration  was 
made,  it  6ught  not  to  have  been  admitted.  The  onus  was 
upon  the  plaintiff  to  shew  that  the  alteration  was  made 
before  the  execution  of  the  instrument,  or  with  the  consent 
of  the  parties.  Henman  y.  DicitMon  (a),  Johnson  y.  Duke 
of  Marlboroughip),  Knight  y.  Clements.  [Parke,  B.— The 
general  rule  undoubtedly  is,  that  where  there  appears  to 
be  an  alteration  in  the  document,  it  lies  upon  the  party 
producing  it  to  explain  it.  But,  in  truth,  the  holding  here 
is  under  a  parol  agreement,  only  incorporating  so  much  of 
the  written  instrument  as  is  applicable  to  a  yearly  holding. 
In  that  point  of  view,  the  duration  of  the  term  therein 
mentioned,  whether  seven  or  fourteen  years,  is  immaterial ; 
it  is  altogether  dehors  the  agreement,  and  quite  independ- 
ent of  the  contract  which  the  parties  have  entered  into,  to 
farm  the  land  according  to  the  stipulations  of  that  agree- 
ment. The  alteration  of  the  instrument  could  not  make 
the  defendant  hold  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country, 
instead  of  according  to  the  terms  of  their  agreement. 
Suppose  the  paper  were  destroyed,  the  parol  agreement 
would  still  remain.  The  rule  of  law  applies  where  the 
obligation  is  by  reason  of  the  instrument;  here  the  obli- 
gation is  by  reason  of  the  parol  contract  of  the  parties, 
quite  independent  of  the  subscription  of  that  paper,  and 
arising  from  the  occupation  of  the  land  upon  all  the  terms 
of  that  instrument  which  are  applicable  to  a  tenancy  from 
year  to  year;  as  to  which,  an  alteration  in  the  term  of 
years  is  wholly  immaterial.    Bjolfe,  B. — ^This  declaration 

(a)  5  Bing.  183 ;  2  M.  &  P.  289.  (&)  2  Stark.  Rep.  313. 
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BtOt.  •/  P/Mf,  is  firamed  on  an  assumption  that  the  contract  operated  to 
create  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year^  on  the  terms  of  that 
agreement  as  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land.] 

Thirdly^  there  was  a  mis-trial. — On  this  point  the 
learned  counsel  produced  affidayits,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  one  William  Rogers,  the  younger,  of  Sideford, 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Grermains,  was  sworn  as  a  special  juror, 
and  sat  as  such  on  the  trial  of  this  cause,  not  Veing  duly 
qualified  to  sit  either  as  a  special  or  a  common  juror, 
though  without  any  fraudulent  intention,  or  collusion  with 
either  the  plaintiff  or  the  defendant ;  that  William  Rogers, 
the  elder,  of  the  same  place,  was  the  party  named  in  the 
precept,  and  had  been  duly  summoned  in  pursuance  there- 
of; that  the  clerk  of  the  defendant's  attorney  was  present 
at  the  trial,  and  was  personally  acquainted  with  both  the 
elder  and  the  younger  Rogers. — ^Neither  the  attorney  nor 
his  clerk  negatived  their  knowledge  of  the  mistake  at  the 
time  of  the  trial. — A  rule  having  been  granted  on  this 
point  only. 


Erie  and  Montague  Smith  now  shewed  cause,  and  urged 
that  this  was  a  matter  entirely  for  the  discretion  of  the 
Court ;  mil  V.  Yates  {a) ;  and  as  there  was  no  pretence  for 
saying  that  any  injustice  had  been  done  in  the  present 
case,  the  Court  in  their  discretion  would  not  grant  a  new 
trial,  it  appearing  that  the  defendant's  attorney's  clerk 
must  have  known  of  the  mistake  at  the  time,  and  yet 
made  no  objection,  and  neither  he  nor  his  employer  de- 
nying such  their  knowledge.  In  Dovey  v.  Hobion  {b)  the 
objection  was  taken  before  trial.  Rex  v.  Tremeame  [c)  was 
the  case  of  an  indictment  for  perjury,  and  there  the  juror 
was  not  only  disqualified  but  under  age. 

Crowder  and  Bere,  in  support  of  the  rule,  admitted  that  it 


(a)  12  East,  229.  (6)  2  Marsh.  154 ;  6  Taunt  460. 

(c)  5  B.  &  Cr.  254. 


Roberts. 
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was  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  but  submitted  B^ck.  of  PUas, 

1842 
that  as  the  party  who  sat  as  the  juror  was  altogether  un-  - 

qualified,  and  it  did  not  appear  that  the  attorney  or  his     ^*^  ^ 

clerk  knew  of  the  mistake  before  the  jury  were  sworn,  it      ^    ». 

was  fit  that  the  verdict  should  be  set  aside. 

Parke,  B. — Rex  v.  Hunt  (a),  and  the  other  cases  which 
have  been  cited,  shew  that  it  is  altogether  discretionary 
with  the  Court  whether  under  such  circumstances  they 
will  grant  a  new  trial.  Now,  here  the  affidavit  of  the 
defendant's  attorney's  clerk  shews  his  knowledge  of  the 
parties  at  the  trial,  and  no  affidavit  is  made  by  the  attor- 
ney himself  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  mistake  at  all.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  we  shall  exercise  our  discretion  pro- 
perly in  discharging  this  rule. 

The  other  Barons  concurring, 

Rule  discharged. 

(a)  4  B.  &  Aid.  430. 


BiLTON   V.  ClAPPSRTON. 

I  Jan.  31. 

N  this  case,  the  defendant,  who  had  been  conditionally  Where  a  de* 

discharged  under  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  1  &  2  Vict,  beet'wn^d" 

c.  110,  s.  84,  was  arrested  under  a  writ  of  capias,  issued  t»on«"y  dis- 

^      '  charged  under 

in  pursuance  of  the  85th  section  of  the  same  act,  which  the  innoivent 

provides,  that  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  have  been  adjudged  i  &  2  vicl 

by  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  that  any  prisoner  shall  be  and^Ua«^n' 

discharged  conditionally,  "  such  prisoner  shall  be  subiect  ^"^'^^  ""<*«' 

-II'   Ti  ^1.-1.  .  11  a  writ  of  capias, 

and  liable  to  be  detaiued  in  prison,  and  to  be  arrested  and  >uued  pursuant 

to  the  85th  sect. 

of  the  same 
Act,  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  judge's  order  should  have  been  taken  out  for  the  defendant's 
arrest  under  the  3rd  section  of  the  Act. 

Where  an  affidavit  of  debt  described  the  plaintiff  as  **  W.  B.  the  younger,'*  but  in  the  capias 
he  was  called  "  W.  B."  only,  his  father  bearing  the  same  name  and  residing  in  the  same  town 
as  himself: — Held,  that  the  writ  was  bad,  but  the  Court  allowed  the  plaintiff  to  amend  it  on  pay- 
ment of  costs,  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  might  suffer  a  detriment  if  the  defendant  were 
discharged  out  of  custody,  and  it  not  being  a  mere  question  of  costs. 
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js*€k.  qfPkatf  charged  in  custody,  at  the  suit  of  any  one  or  more  of  his 
^    ^      ^    or  her  creditors  with  respect  to  whom  it  shall  have  been  so 
BiLTON       adjudged,  at  any  time  before  such  period  shall  have  arrived, 
Clappebtoh.   in  the  same  manner  as  he  would  have  been  subject  thereto 
if  this  act  had  not  passed/^    The  capias,  which  was  issued 
out  of  this  Court,  and  tested  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  was  indorsed  as  follows: — "  Issued  under   the 
authority  of  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  1 10,  s.  84,  by  virtue  of  an  adju- 
dication of  the  Court  for  the  relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors.'' 
The  order  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court  was  grounded 
on  an  affidavit  intitled  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  dis- 
closing a  debt  exceeding  £20  due  to  the  plaintiff,  and  in 
the  form  of  an  old  affidavit  to  hold  to  bail. 

W.  H.  JVfUson,  on  a  former  day  in  this  term  (Jan.  20), 
moved  to  set  aside  the  capias  and  all  subsequent  proceedings 
as  irregular,  on  the  ground  that  there  ought  to  have  been 
a  judge's  order  for  holding  the  defendant  to  bail,  under  the 
8rd  section  of  the  statute;  and  if  so,  that  the  affidavit  ought 
to  have  shewn  a  sufficient  cause  of  action,  and  sufficient 
fieu^  to  give  a  judge  jurisdiction  under  that  section. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — If  a  judge's  order  were  necessary 
for  this  arrest,  there  might  be  some  ground  for  objecting 
to  the  form  of  this  affidavit;  but  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
make  this  arrest  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  statute  had 
never  been  passed;  and  consequently,  all  the  provisions  in 
the  3rd  section  are  irrelevant  to  the  present  question. 
There  is  therefore  no  ground  for  granting  a  rule  on  that 
point. 

Alderson,  B. — ^The  effect  of  the  86th  section  of  this 
statute  is  to  render  every  party  discharged  by  the  Insolvent 
Debtors  Court,  in  the  manner  this  defendant  has  been,  as 
liable  to  be  arrested  by  force  of  a  writ  of  capias,  as  if  the 
other  provisions  in  the  act  for  the  abolition  of  arrest  upon 
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mesne  process  had  never  been  passed.    Now^  previous  to  E*eh.  of  puom^ 
the  statute,  a  party  might  have  been  arrested  on  such  a  *  ^ 

writ,  provided  a  proper  affidavit  were  made,  sufficiently  dis-        Bilton 
closing  a  debt,  to  the  amount  of  £20  or  more,  due  from  him    Clapputoit. 
to  the  plaintiff.     So,  since  the  statute  in  the  present  case, 
the  arrest  is  lawful,  provided  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  debt  is 
produced,  and  unless  you  can  shew,  by  affidavit,  something 
to  taint  the  arrest  with  illegality. 

Bule  refused  on  that  point. 


Wai9(m  then  moved  for  and  obtained  a  rule  to  shew 
cause  why  the  writ  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  why  the 
bail-bond  should  not  be  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled  on 
the  ground  of  variance,  the  plaintiff  having  been  described 
in  the  affidavit  of  debt  as  ''  Walter  Bilton  the  younger,^' 
whereas  in  the  writ  of  capias  he  was  described  as  '^  Walter 
Bflton'^  only.  It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  resided  at 
Hull,  where  his  father,  whose  name  was  '^  Walter  Bilton,^' 
also  resided,  but  the  father  was  not  a  creditor  of  the  de- 
fendant. 

Martin  now  shewed  cause. — ^There  is  no  necessity  for 
stating  that  the  ''  Walter  Bilton  "  who  is  sued  was  Bilton 
the  younger.  It  is  a  mere  question  of  identity,  and  it  appears 
firom  the  affidavits  that  Bilton  the  elder  was  not  a  creditor 
of  the  defendant,  and  that  Bilton  the  younger  was  the 
party  who  made  the  affidavit  of  debt  and  sued  out  the  writ 
against  the  defendant.  There  may  be  a  trifling  variance 
between  the  affidavit  to  hold  to  bail  and  the  writ,  but  the 
Court  will  not  set  the  proceedings  aside  on  that  ground,  and 
there  is  no  authority  for  saying  that  a  party  is  bound  to 
describe  himself  as  "  the  younger,  '*  or  ''  the  elder  ''•  Per- 
jury might  well  be  assigned  on  this  affidavit,  if  it  were  un- 
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Bjceh.  of  Pleat,  true.    It  ill  a  mere  question  whether  the  party  making  the 
'   ^     affidavit  of  debt,  and  the  party  suing  out  the  writ,  are  th6 

BiLTON        same.    In v,  RennoUs  (a),  it  was  held  that  a  vari- 

CLArrsRTOM.  ance  between  the  affidavit  to  hold  to  bail  and  the  writ,  in 
the  letters  of  the  defendant's  name,  as  RennoU  instead  of 
RennoUs,  did  not  vitiate  the  affidavit.  It  is  sufficient  to 
shew  that  the  action  is  brought  by  Walter  Bilton,  th^d 
same  person  who  made  the  affidavit  of  debt.  At  all  events> 
if  the  writ  be  wrong,  the  Court  will  amend  it. 

Watson,  contra. — ^The  variance  is  a  material  one,  and  the 
defendant  is  entitled  to  be  discharged.  In  Com.  Dig. 
(E  22),  it  is  said,  '^  So  if  the  plaintiff  sues  by  his  chris- 
tian or  surname  with  an  addition,  and  in  other  actions  the 
addition  is  omitted,  it  shall  be  pleaded  in  abatement :  as,  if 
he  sues  by  the  name  of  Henry  Norman,  of  B.,  and,  in  othet 
writs  against  the  same  defendant  in  another  county,  is 
named  Henry  Norman  only,  the  other  writs  shall  abate 
where  the  addition  is  omitted;  though  it  was  objected  that 
perhaps  there  was  another  of  the  same  name  in  the  county 
where  the  first  action  was  brought,  and  not  in  the  county 
where  the  other  actions  are  brought.^'  In  Orindatt  v. 
Smiih  (&),  where  the  plaintiff  had  described  himself  as 
Charles  Edmund  in  the  affidavit  to  hold  to  bail,  and  was 
called  Charles  only  in  the  writ  and  declaration,  it  was  held 
that  the  defendant  ought  to  have  applied  to  set  aside  the 
writ.  Secondly,  the  Court  will  not  amend  the  writ  unless 
it  be  shewn  that  if  it  be  not  allowed  the  defendant  would 
be  able  to  avail  himself  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations, 
which  has  not  been  done  here. 

Alderson,  B.  (e). — It  appears  by  the  affidavit,  that  there 

(a)  1  Chit.  Rep.  659,  n.  last  day  of  ternii  but  before  deli- 

(6)  1  M,  &  P.  24.  veriog  this  judgment  he  consulted 

(c)  This  case  was  heard  before  the  rest  of  the  Court 
Alderttm,  B.,  sitting  alone,  on  the 
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are  two  persons  named  Walter  Bilton.  in  the  town  of  Hull.  Bxdu  of  pua», 

.  .  1842 

Now,  when  no  addition  is  made  to  the  name,  does  it  not  ^ 

imply  that  the  party  intended  was  Walter  Bilton  the  elder?  Butok 
The  Masters  all  say  that  the  proper  way  to  sue  out  the  Clapp£rton. 
writ  was  in  the  name  of  Walter  Bilton  the  younger.  The 
plaintiff  has,  therefore,  a  good  affidavit  of  debt,  but  not  a 
good  writ.  I  have,  however,  conferred  with  the  rest  of  the 
Court,  and  they  think  that  the  writ  in  this  case  ought  to 
be  amended,  on  payment  by  the  plaintiff  of  the  costs  of 
this  application.  The  principle  acted  upon  by  the  Courts 
appears  to  be  this,  that  an  amendment  will  not  be  allowed, 
where  the  sole  object  is  to  save  costs ;  but  where  the  re- 
fusal to  amend  would  deprive  a  party  of  his  remedy,  as 
where  the  Statute  of  Limitations  would  apply  if  an  amend- 
ment were  not  made,  or  the  plaintiff  would  suffer  any  ma- 
terial detriment  (a)  if  the  defendant  were  discharged  out 
of  custody,  there  the  Courts  will  allow  the  writ  to  be 
amended.  The  present  case  falls  within  that  principle,  for  it 
involves  something  more  than  a  mere  question  of  costs. 
The  object  of  arresting  this  party  is,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  punishment  inflicted  under  the  Insolvent  Act,  to  which 
the  defendant  ought  to  submit.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the 
writ  must  be  amended,  and  that  the  plaintiff  must  pay  the 
costs  of  this  application. 

Rule  discharged  accordingly. 

(a)  Referring  to  Plock  v.  Pacheeo,  ante,  p.  342. 
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Etch,  of  PUaif 
1842. 

/on.  31. 

An  afSdavit  of 
semce  of  a  rule 
nisi  auted  that 
the  deponents 
served  **  the 
above-named 
defendant  with 
a  true  copy  of 
the  rule,  by 
delivering  and 
leaving  with 
one  H.,  at  the 
defendant's  re- 
sidence, situate 
&c.,  a  true  copy 
of  the  said 
rule,  and  at  the 
same  time  shew- 
ing the  original 
thereof^  and 
that  the  said  H. 
promised  to 
deliver  the  said 
copy  to  the 
defendant:"  — 
Held  to  be  in- 
sufBcient,  as  it 
did  not  shew  a 
service  on  any 
person  connect- 
ed with  the  de- 
fendant's resi- 
dence. 


Taylor  v.  Whitworth. 

X  HIS  was  a  rule  to  compute  principal  and  interest  on  a 
bill  of  exchange^  and  the  question  was  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  service  of  the  rule  nisi.  R,  Denman,  in  moving  to 
make  the  rule  absolute,  produced  an  affidavit  which  stated 
that  the  deponent,  on  Saturday,  the  29th  January,  did 
serve  the  above-named  defendant  with  a  true  copy  of  the 
rule  hereto  annexed,  by  delivering  and  leaving  with  one 
Hitchcock,  at  the  said  defendant's  residence,  situate  in 
Bavenhurst  Street,  Birmingham,  a  true  copy  of  the  said 
rule,  and  at  the  same  time  shewing  the  original  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  Hitchcock  promised  to  deliver  the  said 
copy  to  the  defendant. 

Alderson,  B.  (a) — The  affidavit  is  insufficient.  It  does 
not  appear  who  Hitchcock  is;  he  may  be  the  deponent's 
own  clerk  whom  he  took  with  him  to  the  defendant's  dwell- 
ing-house. It  should  appear  that  there  was  a  service  upon 
a  servant  of  the  defendant's,  or  some  other  person  who  is 
connected  with  his  residence. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)  Sitting  alone  on  the  last  day  of  term. 


Where  an  ap- 
plication for  an 
interpleader 
rule  is  made  to 
a  Judge  at 
Chambers,  pur- 
suant to  the 
Stat.  1&2  Vict 
c  45,  s.  2,  a 
judge  at  cham- 
bers only,  and 
not  the  court, 
has  authority  as 


Burgh  v.  Schofield. 

1  HIS  was  a  rule  calling  upon  the  claimants  on  a  sheriff's 
interpleader  rule  to  pay  the  plaintiff's  costs  of  appearance, 
they  having  abandoned  their  claim.  The  application  of 
the  sheriff  was  made  by  summons  to  a  judge  at  chambers 
pursuant  to  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  4f5,  s.  2,  who  heard  the 
summons,  and  on  the  15th  December  made  an  order  for 
an  issue,  which  was  subsequently  abandoned. 

to  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 
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Haye$  shewed  cause,  and  contended  that  the  Court  had  *»*•  rf  P^^^» 

1842. 
no  power  under  such  circumstances  to  make  any  order  as  - 

to  the  costs^  but  that  the  application  must  be  made  to  the       Buroh 

learned  judge  before  whom  the  previous  proceedings  had     Schofikld. 

taken  place.     The  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  45,  s.  2,  enacts, 

"  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  judge  of  the  supreme 

courts  to  exercise  such  powers  or  authorities  for  the  relief 

and  protection  of  the  sherifiF  or  other  officer,  as  may,  by 

virtue  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  58,  s.  6,  be  exercised 

by  the  said  several  Courts  respectively,  and  to  make  such 

order  therein  as  shall  appear  to  be  just;'^  "  and  the  costs 

of  such  proceedings  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  suchjttdgeJ* 

The  statute,  therefore,  delegates  the  whole  authority  of 

the  Court  to  the  individual  judge ;  and  the  discretion  as  to 

the  costs  may  much  more  fitly  be  exercised  by  the  judge 

who  has  heard  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.     Such  a 

construction  is  in  accordance  both  with  the  express  words 

of  the  Act,  and  also  with  all  convenience  and  justice. 

Martin,  contra. — According  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
Courts  as  to  the  construction  of  the  1st  section  of  the 
Interpleader  Act,  1  Will.  4,  c.  58,  the  plaintiff  had  a  right 
to  make  this  application  to  the  Court.  According  to  the 
interpretation  put  by  the  other  side  upon  the  Act  1  &  2 
Vict.  c.  45,  nobody  has  any  jurisdiction  in  this  respect  but 
the  individual  judge  who  made  the  order.  But  it  never 
could  have  been  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  oust  the 
general  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  over  matters  occurring  in 
the  Court,  whether  at  Chambers,  or  elsewhere ;  that  could 
not  be  done  without  express  words.  Under  the  1  WiU.  4$, 
c.  58,  s.  1,  it  has  been  held,  that  though  a  judge  had 
originated  the  proceedings,  the  Court  has  jurisdiction  as 
to  the  costs ;  yet  there  "  the  Court,  or  any  judge  thereof,'' 
are  respectively  spoken  of  throughout  the  section.  The 
latter  act  was  passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  putting  the 
sixth  section  on  the  same  footing  in  all  respects  as  the 

VOL.  IX.  K  K  M.  w. 
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'S<v^^^Im#,  fint:  and  there  sre  no  words  sofficient  to  depiiTe  tlie 
Court  of  its  power  to  r^;iilate  its  own  pnMxedings,  whe- 


1B42. 


BvMs       ther  at  Chambers  or  in  banc. 

9m 


SCHOnELS. 


Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — ^There  is  some  perplexity  in  this 
matter,  bnt  npon  the  whole,  it  iqf^pears  to  me  that  by  this 
act  of  Parliament  the  discretion  is  Tested  in  the  jndge. 
The  case  was  not  provided  for  by  the  first  act,  and  the 
second  was  no  doubt  passed  to  remedy  that  defect:  but 
the  express  words  of  that  act  give  the  discretion  as  to  the 
costs  of  the  proceedings  to  the  judge,  and  it  is  sought  to 
be  taken  away  only  by  a  construction  founded  on  the  sup- 
posed intention  of  the  legislature.  There  appears  to  be 
no  inoonvenienoe,  however,  in  construing  the  act  literally, 
except,  indeed,  in  the  event  of  the  judge  dying,  or  being 
removed  to  another  Court.  In  the  Ist  section  of  the  1  &  2 
WilL  4,  c.  58,  the  words  are  alternative,  "the  Court,  or 
any  jndge  thereof."  Most  probably  the  Court,  even  if  it 
possessed  jurisdiction,  would  refer  the  matter  back  to  the 
judge  who  had  entertained  it  at  Chambers,  except  in  a  very 
plain  case.  We  think,  however,  that  the  case  is  not  within 
the  words  of  this  act,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to  enlarge 
them  by  construction.  The  rule  will  therefore  be  dis« 
charged. 

Parke,  B. — I  also  think  that  this  case  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  judge;  and  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  think 
(although  perhaps  such  a  construction  is  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  legislature),  that  the  act  means  that  the 
Court  shall  have  power  over  the  costs  where  the  order  was 
made  by  the  Court,  and  a  judge  where  the  proceedings 
were  before  a  judge.  I  should  hardly  be  disposed  to  restrict 
the  authority  to  the  individual  judge  who  made  the  order. 
The  words  may  be  construed  either  way,  and  I  should  be 
disposed  to  put  the  more  enlarged  construction  upon  them, 
any  other  leading  to  much  inconvenience.    But  I  think 
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that  the  case  must  be  worked  out  by  a  judge,  where  the  Exeh,rfPUatj 
proceedings  originated  before  a  judge. 

Aldebson,  B.,  and  Gurney,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


Davenport  v.  Coltman.  .  Jan.  31. 

1  HIS  was  a  case  sent  by  his  Honour  the  Vice-Chancellor  A  teautor,  be- 
of  England,  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court.  estates' in^'the 

George  Coltman,  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  and  at  and"H?'be-^ 
his  death,  was  seised  in  fee-simple  of  the  house  in  Stanley-  q^eathed  cer- 

,  .        .        .  T  .      ^*"  legacies 

place,  Chester,  in  his  will  mentioned,  and  also  of  a  certain  and  annuities 

tenement  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  a  certain  other  ^^q^  two  daugh. 

tenement  in  the  county  of  Hertford.     The  said  George  ^^  roccedeS 

Coltman  being  so  seised,  and  being  also  possessed  of  cer-  thus:  "  That 

tain  sums  of  money  in  the  £3  per  cent,  and  £4  per  cent,  may  be  left  in ' 

Bank  Annuities,  and  of  an  interest  in  the  leasehold  houses  "juI,"tioii*as* 

at  Liverpool,  in  the  will  mentioned,  and  of  the  other  per-  po8«bje,  i  be- 

•^       '  ,     '  ^  '^         queath  to  her, 

sonal  estates  therein  also  mentioned,  made  his  last  will  for  her  natural 
and  testament,  dated  the  26th  March,  1828,  and  duly  gion  of  mj 
executed  and  attested  so  as  to  pass  real  estates,  in  the  wp^Me^Chcs. 
words  following : — "  To  my  son,  Thomas  Coltman,  I  be-  *«»*•  together 
queath  my  gold  watch,  ch^n,   and  seals,  my  carnages,  the  plate,  linen, 
harness,  and  horses,  and  cows,  market  cart,  and  harness  joUi't^property  * 
for  the  same,  also  whatever  is  considered  as  belonging  to  Liw^ooi  'and 
me  at  my  new  residence  in  Hagnaby  Priory.     To  my  likewise  of  in- 
daughter,  Mary  Newbold,  I  bequeath  the  sum  of  £250  as  often  as  due, 

arising  from  the 
£S  and  £4  per 
cents.,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  during  her  natural  life,  save  and  except  the  clauses  in 
fieiTOur  of  my  daughters,  as  already  mentioned;  at  her  decease,  it  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that 
M.  N.,  and  C.  C,  (his  daughters),  shall  divide  equally  between  them,  tu  retiduary  legateei, 
whatever  I  may  diepoeeeeeed  qf,  except  what  is  already  mentioned  in  favour  of  others."  The 
will,  after  giving  the  executors  the  power  of  selling  certain  leasehold  houses  in  Liverpool,  con- 
cluded thus  : — *'  But  the  house  in  Chester  must  not  be  sold  as  long  as  my  wife  lives :"— JBTe/d, 
that  the  residuary  legatees  took  the  estates  in  L.  and  H.  for  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  commenc- 
ing at  the  death  of  the  wife,  and  that  they  took  the  Stanley-place  house  in  fee-simple  in  re- 
mainder, expecUnt  on  the  death  of  the  wife.  Heldt  also,  that  the  wife  did  not  take  any  inter- 
est for  life  by  implication,  in  the  estates  in  L.  and  H. 

K  k2 


482  CASES   IN   THE   EXCHEQUER^ 

Etch,  rf  Pleat,  per  anniiixi|  and,  in  case  of  her  death,  and  without  issue, 
the  same  sum  to  her  husband  for  his  natural  life,  and 
afterwards  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  son  George 
Coltman  and  daughter  Charlotte  Coltman.  To  my  daughter 
Charlotte  Coltman,  I  bequeath  the  sum  of  £250  per 
annum,  and  in  case  she  should  continue  unmarried,  or  die 
without  issue,  the  same  shall  be  taken  possession  of  by  her 
brother,  George  Coltman.  To  my  son,  George  Coltman, 
I  bequeath  the  sum  of  £3000,  which  he  is  not  to  receive 
till  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  and  likewise,  at  her 
decease,  all  the  plate  which  I  may  die  possessed  of;  but, 
at  my  decease,  he  is  to  have  immediately  the  whole  of 
my  library  at  his  own  disposal.  That  my  wife  Mary  Colt- 
man may  be  left  in  as  comfortable  a  situation  as  possible, 
I  bequeath  to  her,  for  her  natural  life,  the  possession  of 
my  house  in  Stanley-place,  Chester,  together  with  the  use 
of  the  plate,  china,  linen,  and  household  furniture,  and  all 
the  joint  property  in  houses  in  Liverpool,  and  likewise  of 
interest  of  money,  as  often  as  due,  arising  from  the  £3  and 
£4  per  cents.,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  during 
her  natural  Ufe,  save  and  except  the  clauses  in  favour  of 
my  daughters,  as  already  mentioned.  At  her  decease,  it 
is  my  will  and  pleasure,  that  Mary  Newbold  and  Charlotte 
Coltman  shall  divide  equally  between  them,  as  reriduary 
legatees,  whatever  I  may  die  possessed  of,  except  what  is 
already  mentioned  in  favour  of  others.'^ 

The  testator  then,  after  giving  two  small  legacies,  ap- 
pointed his  wife,  John  Eden,  Esq.,  and  his  son  Thomas 
Coltman,  his  executrix  and  executors.  "  As  for  the  houses 
in  Liverpool,  they  may  dispose  of  any  one  or  the  whole  of 
them,  whenever  the  same  may  be  thought  advisable  for  the 
benefit  of  the  parties  concerned ;  but  the  house  in  Chester 
must  not  be  sold,  so  long  as  my  wife  lives.''  The  houses 
in  Liverpool  were  leasehold. 

The  testator  died  in  1828,  without  having  revoked  or 
altered  his  said  will,  leaving  his  wife,  the  said  Mary  Colt- 
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man.  and  also  the  four  children  named  in  his  said  will.  Bxch.  ^  PUat, 

1842 
that  is  to  say^  Thomas  Coltman^  who  was  his  eldest  son  *   - 

and  heir-at-law^    Oeorge  Coltman^   Mary  Newbold,  and    DAVENPoax 
Charlotte  Coltman^  (who  has  since  become  the  wife  of  John     Coltm  an. 
Davenport  the  younger)^  his  only  next  of  kin  him  sur- 
viving. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  C!ourt  were,  first, 
what  estate  (if  any)  did  Mary  Coltman,  the  wife  of  the  tes- 
tator, take  in  the  tenements  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln 
and  Hertford  under  the  will?  Secondly,  what  estate  (if 
any)  did  Mary  Newbold  and  Charlotte  Davenport,  the 
daughters  of  the  testator,  or  either  and  which  of  them, 
take  in  the  said  tenements  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and 
Hertford,  under  the  will?  And,  thirdly,  what  estate  (if 
any)  did  Mary  Newbold  and  Charlotte  Davenport,  or  either 
and  which  of  them,  take  in  the  said  house  and  tenement  in 
Stanley-place,  Chester,  under  the  same  will? 

The  case  was  argued  in  Michaelmas  Term  (Nov.  15),  by 

Erkj  for  the  residuary  legatees. — The  two  daughters,  by 
the  residuary  clause,  took  remainders  in  fee  in  the  house  in 
Stanley-place,  Chester,  and  also  estates  in  fee  in  the  pro- 
perty in  Lincolnshire  and  Hertfordshire,  expectant  on  the 
death  of  the  testator's  widow.  It  will  be  said  that  the 
words  ''residuary  legatees  "  apply  to  chattel  interests  only, 
and  it  is  admitted  that  they  generally  do  so,  and  that  the 
word  ''  possessed ''  has  been  held  to  apply  rather  to  chattel 
interests  only.  But  in  this  case  the  context  shews  that  the 
words  are  intended  to  be  applied  to  lands  also.  The  tes- 
tator clearly  shews  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  legal 
and  technical  language.  Having  given  legacies  to  his  two 
sons,  and  annuities  to  his  daughters,  and  having  created  a 
freehold  estate  to  his  wife  for  life  in  the  house  in  Stanley- 
place,  he  makes  his  daughters  residuary  legatees  of  what- 
ever  he  may  die  possessed  of,  except  what  is  already  men- 
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Exck.  <f  Pietu,  tioned  in  favour  of  others.    The  intention  was  not  to  pre- 
1842*  . 

vent  any  property,  except  what  had  been  previously  ex- 
cluded, from  passing  under  the  residuary  clause.  The 
exception  to  prevent  property  before  devised  from  fiEJling 
into  the  residue  plainly  shews  an  ignorance  of  technical 
language.  The  last  clause  in  the  will — "  as  for  my  houses 
in  Liverpool/'  (which  were  leasehold),  "the  executors  may 
dispose  of  any  one  or  the  whole  of  them,  whenever  the 
same  may  be  thought  advisable  for  the  benefit  of  the 
parties  concerned,  but  the  house  in  Chester  must  not  be 
sold  so  long  as  my  wife  lives,''  plainly  indicates  that  the 
testator  was  not  acquainted  with  the  distinction  between 
chattel  interests  and  freehold  estates,  for  there  is  an  ex- 
press exclusion  of  the  house  in  Chester  from  the  powers  of 
the  executors.  In  fVilce  v.  fFike(a),  the  testator  com- 
menced his  will  as  follows : — "  As  touching  such  worldly 
property  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  Qod  to  bless  me,  I 
.  give,  devise,  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  following:'' 
and  after  various  bequests  and  devises  concluded : — "  all 
the  rest  of  my  worldly  goods,  bonds,  notes,  book-debts, 
and  ready  money,  and  every  thing  else  I  die  possessed  of, 
I  give  to  my  son  George ;"  and  it  was  held  that  G«orge 
took  a  fee  in  lands  of  the  testator  not  specifically  devised 
by  the  wilL  Jlndal,  C.  J.,  there  says,  after  commenting 
on  the  will,  **  hj  everything  else  must  be  understood  every- 
thing else  not  before  disposed  of."  In  PUman  v.  Ste- 
vens {b)  the  devise  was  — ''  I  give  and  bequeath  all  that  I 
shall  die  possessed  of,  real  and  personal,  of  what  nature 
and  kind  soever,"  without  saying  to  whom,  but  adding, 
"  I  appoint  P.  my  residuary  legatee  and  executor,"  which 
was  followed  by  a  bequest  of  certain  annuities  and  lega- 
cies, &c. ;  and  it  was  held  to  shew  the  testator's  intention 
to  make  P.  the  residuary  legatee  of  his  real  estate  in  fee. 
So  in  Noel  v.  Hoy  (c),  the  nomination  of  the  testator's 

(a)  7  Bing.  664 ;  5  M.  &  P.  682.     {h)  15  East,  505.     (c)  5  Madd.  38. 
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wife  as  executrix,  and  a  bequest  of  "  all  the  property  of  Xsch,  0/  pua*, 
whatever  description  or  sort  that  I  may  die  possessed  of,"  ^^^* 
was  held  sufficient  to  pass  a  copyhold  estate ;  and  Sir  John 
Leach,  Y.  C,  said,  ''  A  testator  is  not  to  be  confined  to 
the  technical  sense  of  the  words  which  he  uses/'  In  Hope- 
well  V.  Ackland  {a),  a  devise  with  the  words  "  whatsoever 
else  I  have  in  the  world,''  was  held  to  pass  an  estate  in 
fee.  In  Huxtep  v.  Brooman  (6),  a  devise  of  '^  all  I  am 
worth"  was  held  sufficient  to  pass  a  real  estate.  In  Brady 
Y.CubUt  (c),  Hope  v.  Taylor  (rf),  Hardacre  v.  Noah  (e),  and 
Pitman  v.  Stevens,  the  words  "  legacy"  and  ^'  legatee,"  it 
was  decided,  ipight  be  applied  to  lands,  if  the  context  of 
the  will  shewed  it  to  be  the  testator's  intention  so  to  use 
them.  Devises  appointing  persons  ^'  executors  of  his 
houses"  have  been  held  to  pass  lands  in  fee:  Doe  d. 
Hickman  v,  Haelewood  (/) ;  Doe  d.  Pratt  v,  Pratt  {g).  So 
the  words  ''  executors  of  all  my  lands  for  ever:"  Doe  d. 
GUlard  v.  GiUard{h).  So,  a  power  to  a  devisee  of  lands 
and  goods,  to  '^  give  what  she  thought  proper  of  her  said 
efiects,"  it  was  held,  enabled  the  devisee  to  devise  the  real 
estate:  Doe  d.  ChiUcott  v.  White  {i).  So  in  Doe  d.  An- 
drew  V.  Lainchbury  (*),  the  words  "  property  and  eflfects" 
were  also  held  to  pass  real  estate.  Cornfield  v.  Gilbert  (/) 
may  be  relied  upon  by  the  other  side,  but  the  principle  is 
in  favour  of  the  residuary  legatees.  There  one,  seised  in 
fee  of  real  estate,  by  her  will  first  made  a  disposition  of 
her  real  estates  to  two  persons  for  life,  reserving  a  rent- 
charge  out  of  the  same,  payable  fiint  to  her  uncle  for  life, 
and  then  to  her  heir  at  law /or  life ;  which,  "  together  with 
the  repairs  during  the  term,  should  be  considered  as  his 

(a)  1  Com.  Rep.  164.  (g)  6  Ad.  &  Ell.  180;  1  Nev. 

(6)  1  Bro.  Cha.  Ca.  437.  &  P.  366. 

(c)  1  Doug.  31,  40.  (A)  5  B.  &  Aid.  785. 

(d)  1  Burr.  268.  (i)  1  East,  33. 
(c)  5  T.  R.  716.                                 (k)  11  East,  290. 
(/)  6  Ad.  &  Ell.  167;  1  Nev.  (l)  3  East,  516. 

&  P.  352. 
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^"^IMQ^^*  r«i^  for  the  said  farm;"  and  afterwards  she  proceeded  to 
>      V  *  ^     make  a  dispositioa  of  her  personal  property,  and  then  be- 

^^^*^'®"  queathed  and  devised  "  all  the  rest,  residue,  and  remain- 
QohTUAv.  der  of  her  effects,  wheresoever  and  whatsoever,  and  of  what 
nature,  kind,  or  qualitj  soever,  (except  her  wearing  ap- 
parel and  plate),  to  certain  nephews  and  nieces,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them  by  her  executors;"  and  it 
was  held,  that  the  reversion  in  fee  in  the  real  estate  did 
not  pass  by  the  residuary  clause,  but  descended  to  the 
heir  at  law.  But  there  the  exception  in  the  residuary 
clause  clearly  shewed  that  the  word  ''  efifects "  was  in- 
tended to  apply  to  personalty.  Here  the  exception  in  the 
residuary  clause  is  of  freehold  interests,  which  shews  that 
it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  other  freehold  interests. 
In  Doe  d.  Tofield  v.  Tofield{a),  it  was  held  that  real  pro- 
perty might  pass  under  the  description  of  "personal 
estates  '^  in  a  will,  where  it  was  manifest  from  the  whole 
of  the  instrument  that  such  was  the  devisor's  intention. 
Here  the  testator  has  used  words  large  enough  to  include 
real  as  well  as  personal  estate,  and  must  therefore  be  taken 
to  have  intended  to  include  the  former;  and  if  the  words 
are  large  enough  to  include  the  house  in  Stanley-place, 
they  will  also  include  the  lands  in  the  counties  of  Lincoln 
and  Hertford. 

Mylne,  for  the  widow. — The  words  used  in  the  will  are 
large  enough  to  comprehend  whatever  the  testator  might 
die  possessed  of,  both  real  and  personal,  and  the  efifect  of 
it  was  to  give  the  widow  an  estate  for  life  by  implication  in 
the  Lincolnshire  and  Hertfordshire  property.  In  Sauma^ 
rez  V.  Saumarez  (4),  Lord  Cottetikam,  C,  says,  "  In  consi- 
dering gifts  of  residue,  whether  of  real  or  personal  estate, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  testator  had 
any  particular  property  in  contemplation  at  the  moment. 

(a)  11  East,  246.  (b)  4  Myliie  &  Cr.  339. 
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Indeeci;  such  gifts  may  be  introduced  to  guard  against  the  **«*•  ^  ^'»«'» 
testator  having  overlooked  some  property  or  interest  in  the  ^  y  '  ^ 
gifts  particularly  described.  If  he  meant  to  give  the  re-  Davbmfori 
sidue  of  his  property,  be  it  what  it  may,  it  is  immaterial  Coltm an. 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  know  what  would  be  included  in 
it ;  and  if  so,  it  cannot  make  any  difference  that  such  igno- 
rance is  manifested  upon  the  face  of  the  will,  unless  the 
expressions  manifesting  it  are  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
testator  did  not  intend  to  use  the  words  of  gift  in  their 
ordinary,  extended,  and  technical  sense/'  The  words  of 
this  will  are  large  enough  to  pass  both  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate ;  and  if  so,  they  are  large  enough  to  pass  an  ^ 
estate  for  life  to  the  widow.  Two  of  the  persons  mentioned 
in  the  residuary  clause  are  persons  who  are  next  of  kin  to 
the  testator.  In  Boe  d.  Bendale  v.  Summerset  (a),  where  a 
testator,  being  possessed  of  a  term  for  ninety-nine  years,  if 
he  or  his  daughter  Betty,  or  John  Bendale,  should  so  long 
live,  devised  the  premises  as  follows :  ''  Item,  I  give  to  my 
daughter  Mary,  after  the  decease  of  my  daughter  Betty, 
my  house,  &;c.,  during  the  life  of  John  Bendale  f*  it  was 
held  that  Betty  took  an  estate  for  life  by  implication.  In 
Btackwett  v.  Bull  {b),  where  a  testator  directed  his  busi- 
ness to  be  carried  on  by  his  wife  and  son  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  the  family,  and  devised  his  property  in  trust  that 
at  his  wife's  decease  the  whole  of  it,  as  well  fireehold  as 
persona],  should  be  equally  divided  among  his  children ;  it 
was  held  that  the  testator,  in  the  words  ''  my  family,'' 
intended  to  comprise  his  wife;  and  as  to  the  testator's 
property  devised  after  his  ^vife's  decease  to  his  children,  it 
was  held  upon  the  whole  will,  and  what  appeared  to  be  the 
evident  intention  of  the  testator,  that  the  wife  took  a  life 
interest  by  implication,  as  well  in  the  real  as  in  the  per- 
sonal estate. 

(a)  5  Burr.  2608.  (fr)  1  Keen,  176. 
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jBxcA.  9f  Piiott  CresstoeU,  for  the  heir-at-law. — In  construing  this  will 
-  the  Coart  will  no  doubt  look  at  the  intention  of  the  tes- 
Davsmport  tator;  but  the  rule  is,  that  in  giving  effect  to  that  inten- 
CoLTMAx.  tion,  technical  words  must  be  allowed  to  have  a  technical 
meaning,  unless  clearly  used  by  the  testator  in  a  different 
sense.  The  words  ''legacy'^  and  ''legatee^'  generally  apply 
to  personal  property,  and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  residuary 
legatees  to  shew  that  the  testator  intended  by  these  words  to 
pass  his  real  estate.  In  ffllce  v.  fVike  the  testator  began  his 
will  by  a  recital  manifesting  a  clear  intention  of  not  dying 
intestate  as  to  any  portion  of  his  property.  In  Noel  y.  Hay, 
the  words  used  were  of  a  very  comprehensive  description. 
In  Roe  d.HelUnff  v.  Yeud{a)f  the  words,  ^' all  the  remain- 
der of  my  property,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  to  be 
divided  equally,''  &c.,  were  held  not  sufficient  to  pass  the 
real  estate,  because  they  were  controlled  by  the  latter  part 
of  the  wilL  Mansfield,  C.  J.,  says,  "  There  is  no  intro- 
ductory clause  in  this  will,  indicating  an  intention  of  the 
testator  to  dispose  of  his  whole  property ;  nor  is  there  any 
one  provision  throughout  the  will,  which  has  the  least  rela- 
tion to  real  estate.''  So,  in  this  will,  there  is  no  men- 
tion of  real  property  except  what  relates  to  the  house  in 
Stanley-place.  Doe  d.  Bunny  v.  Bout  {b)  is  to  the  same 
effect.  Hardacre  v.  Nash  comes  nearer  the  present  case, 
but  there  the  testator  clearly  shewed,  that  by  the  word 
''  legaci^  "  he  intended  to  denote  real  estate.  Here,  no 
words  of  inheritance  are  used  in  describing  the  real  pro- 
perty. The  testator  could  not  have  intended  his  daughters 
to  take  a  fee-simple  in  the  lands,  when  it  is  plain  he  did 
not  mean  them  to  have  an  absolute  interest  in  the  annui- 
ties and  legacies.  He  may,  perhaps,  have  intended  that 
they  should  take  all  that  the  wife  took  for  her  life.  The 
word  legatees  in  this  instance  ought  to  receive  its  ordinary 

(a)  2  N.  R.  214.  (6)  7  Taunt  79. 
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importj  because  there  is  nothing  here  to  indicate  clearly  ^«**  4  ^<Mff« 

that  he  contemplated  anything  different  from  it.    Then  - 

follows  the  curious  provision  as  to  the  houses  in  Liverpool.    Davbpfort 

''As  for  the  houses  in  Liverpool,  they  may  dispose  of  any      CoLTicAif« 

one,  or  the  whole  of  them,  whenever  the  same  may  be 

thought  advisable  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  concerned ; 

but  the  house  in  Chester  must  not  be  sold  so  long  as  my 

wife  lives/'     He  seems  to  have  thought  that  the  executors 

had  the  power  of  selling  the  houses ;  if  he  did,  he  did  not 

contemplate  that  he  had  given  the  remainder  in  fee  in  the 

house  in  Chester  to  his  daughters.    The  words  would  be 

well  satisfied  by  holding  that  they  were  meant  to  include 

that  which  he  had  before  specifically  bequeathed  to  his  wife. 

Then  the  only  other  question  is,  what  becomes  of  the  life 

estates  in  the  property  in  Lincolnshire  and  Hertfordshire 

The  widow  took  no  estate  for  life  by  implication  in  that 

property.    In  Bjoe  d.  Bendale  v.  Summerset,  the  parties 

would  have  taken  nothing  but  for  the  devise.     Here  the 

heir-at-law  would  be  entitled. 

Erie,  in  reply.  —  The  residuary  legatees  do  not  rely 
merely  upon  the  word  leffocy  being  construed  to  refer  to 
real  estate,  but  upon  the  words  "  whatever  I  may  die  pos- 
sessed of  Those  words  have  not  a  technical  meaning, 
but  apply  equally  well  to  a  freehold  estate  as  to  a  chattel 
interest,  and  they  are  to  be  construed  in  their  oi^nary 
sense,  and  are  sufKcient  to  convey  the  fee.  In  Doe  d.  fFall 
V.  Lanfflands  (a),  a  testator,  possessed  of  real  and  personal 
estate,  after  several  pecuniary  legacies,  "  gave  and  be- 
queathed all  and  every  the  residue  of  his  property,  goods, 
and  chattels,  to  be  divided  equally  between  A.  and  B., 
share  and  share  alike,  after  all  his  debts  paid.^'  The  per- 
sonalty was  not  quite  sufficient  to  pay  aU  the  debts  and 
legacies ;  but  it  was  held,  that  the  word  property,  though 

(a)  14  £a8t,  370. 
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Sgeh.  of  PUm,  thus  foUoweci  hjffoods  and  ckatteh^  was  suffident  of  itself  to 
^  \^  '  -  pass  the  realty.  There  ItordEUenborouffh,  C.  J.,  in  deliyering 
Davenport  the  judgment  of  the  Courtj  said,  **  We  think  this  case  dis- 
CoLTXAN.  tinguishable  firom  Roe  d.  Hetting  y.  Yeud,  where  the  bequest 
was  to  five  persons,  whom  the  testator  made  his  executors, 
and  where  the  enumeration  at  the  end  of  his  will  was  very 
particular,  and  was  considered  by  the  Court  as  incapable 
of  meaning  anything  but  an  enumeration  of  what  the  tes- 
tator supposed  to  be  included  in  his  bequest.  The  clause 
in  that  case  specified  goods,  stock,  bills,  bonds,  book-debts, 
securities,  and  funded  property  :  and  if  it  were  so  incapable 
of  being  understood  otherwise  than  as  enumerating  what 
he  meant  to  include  in  his  expression  of  property,  (and 
which  that  Court  appears  to  have  thought),  the  conclusion 
was  necessary,  that  personal  property  only  could  pass.  The 
words  in  this  case  do  not  seem  to  us  as  requiring  any  such 
limited  construction  of  the  word  property  before  used ;  and, 
therefore,  we  think  the  two  messuages  passed  to  the  de- 
visees.'^    [He  dted  also  Denn  d.  Gaskin  v.  Gaskin  (a).] 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

BoLFE,  B. — ^This  was  a  case  sent  by  his  Honour  the 
Vice-Chancellor  of  England  for  the  opinion  of  this  Court, 
as  to  fhe  construction  of  the  will  of  George  Coltman. 

The  will,  which  was  duly  executed  and  attested  for 
passing  real  estates,  bears  date  the  26th  of  March,  1828, 
and  is  in  the  following  words : — [The  learned  Baron  here 
read  the  will.] 

The  testator,  at  the  date  of  his  will,  was,  and  until  his 
decease  (which  happened  a  few  months  afterwards)  con- 
tinued, seised  in  fee  of  a  fireehold  house  in  Stanley-place, 
Chester,  being  the  house  mentioned  in  the  will,  and  of  two 

(a)  Cowp.  657. 
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real  eatatesj  situate  the  one  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  and  ^*^\^^^^ 
the  other  in  the  county  of  Hertford  j  and  the  questions  on     >  ,    ^  *  ^ 
which  our  opinion  is  desired  are,  1st,  whether  the  widow    i>a^»^'o" 
took  any   and  what  interest  in   the  Lincolnshire  and      Coltuan. 
Hertfordshire  estates;  and,  2ndly,  whether  the  daughters 
took  any,  and,  if  any,  what  interest  in  those  estates,  and  in 
the  Stanley-place  house,  or  either  of  them. 

The  case  turns  on  the  construction  to  be  given  to  the 
words  in  the  will  following  the  gift  to  his  wife,  viz., ''  at 
her  decease  it  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that  Mary  Newbold 
and  Charlotte  Coltman  shaU  divide  equally  between  them, 
as  residuary  legatees,  whatever  I  may  die  possessed  of, 
except  what  is  already  mentioned  in  favour  of  others/' 

On  the  part  of  the  daughters  it  is  contended,  that  under 
this  clause  they  take  the  fee-simple  of  all  the  real  estates, 
subject  only  to  the  widow's  life  interest  in  the  Stanley- 
place  house. 

The  heir-at-law,  on  the  other  hand,  contends,  that  the 
clause  in  question  does  not  extend  to  real  estate  at  all,  but 
is  confined  to  the  leasehold  houses  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
other  personal  estate. 

Although,  in  cases  like  the  present,  it  is  always  difficult 
to  arrive  at  conclusions  entirely  satisfactory,  yet,  on  a  full 
consideration  of  this  will,  we  think  it  dear,  beyond  any  fair 
judicial  doubt,  that  under  the  words  ''  whatever  I  may  die 
possessed  of/*  the  testator  intended  to  include  his  real 
estate,  as  well  that  in  the  coimties  of  Herts  and  Lincoln, 
as  the  house  in  Chester. 

The  testator  was  evidently  making  his  own  will  without 
legal  assistance  to  guide  him  in  the  use  of  his  expressions ; 
and  though  the  words  in  question  are  not  those  which  a 
conveyancer  would  have  employed  to  include  real  estate  of 
which  a  party  may  die  seised,  yet  they  cannot  be  said  to  be 
insufficient  to  embrace  property  of  that  description,  if  they 
were  meant  to  do  so. 
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Bjteh.  ^  Pteoif  In  Huxtcp  Y.  Broomun  {a),  a  gift  of 
.  ^^^'  .  held  by  Lord  Tkurlow  to  indude  real  estate,  and  the  au- 
DAysNPORT  thority  of  that  case  has  never  been  questioned;  on  the 
CoLTMAN.  contrary,  in  Doe  v.  Bout  (4),  Gibbs,  C.  J.,  expressly  says 
that  Lord  Thurlow  decided  rightly.  In  Doe  d.  Morgan  v. 
Morgan  (c),  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  assumes  it  as  quite  clear, 
that  the  words  **  aU  I  have,  and  all  I  am  worth/'  would 
clearly  include  real  estate.  Now,  surely  it  would  be  very 
difficult  for  a  person  not  conversant  with  legal  language  to 
understand  that  the  expression,  whatever  I  may  die  possessed 
qf,  should  not  be  at  least  as  comprehensive  as  the  words 
all  lam  worth,  or  all  I  have.  It  rarely  happens,  in  fact, 
that  a  party  making  a  will  does  not  intend  to  include  every 
thing  over  which  he  has  a  disposing  power;  and  it  is  in 
a  great  measure  from  this  consideration  that  the  Courts 
have  been  led  to  give  a  comprehensive  meaning  to  general 
expressions  used  by  a  testator  in  disposing  of  his  estate. 
Whether  it  might  at  first  have  been  wiser  to  require,  be- 
fore the  heir  should  be  disinherited,  expressions  of  a  less 
equivocal  or  more  technical  nature,  it  is  no  part  of  our 
business  to  discuss ;  the  principle  of  a  more  liberal  con- 
struction having  been  adopted,  we  think  it  would  be  very 
unsafe  to  admit  of  refined  distinctions  between  such  ex- 
pressions 2A  all  I  am  worth,  all  I  have,  and  all  I  am  possessed 
of,  which,  according  to  the  common  usage  of  mankind, 
would,  as  we  think,  certainly  be  considered  as  having  pre- 
cisely the  same  import. 

It  is  not,  however,  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  say 
what  might  have  been  the  effect  of  the  words  in  question 
if  they  had  stood  alone,  for  we  think  that  there  are  other 
parts  of  this  will  strongly  indicative  of  an  intention  to  in- 
clude real  estate  in  the  general  residuary  gift.  In  the  first 
place,  the  testator  had  clearly  real  estate  in  his  mind,  since 

(a)  1  Bro.  Cha,  Ca.  437.  (c)  6  B.  &  C.  618;  9  D.  &  R. 

(b)  7  Taunt.  82.  633. 
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he  expressly  gives  a  life  interest  to  his  wife  in  the  Stanley-  «'<*•  •/  P^^> 
place  house;  and  this  has  always  been  considered  as  a    -      ^  '  ^ 
circumstance  favouring  the  presumption  that  general  words    Davbmport 
were  intended  to  include  real  as  well  as  personal  property.      Coltman. 
But  that  presumption  isj  in  this  case^  very  much  strength- 
ened by  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  will^  in  which  the 
testator  directs  that  the  Stanley-place  house  should  not 
be  sold  till  after  his  wife^s  death.    That  paragraph  can 
hardly  be  read  as  a  power  to  sell^  but  rather  as  a  restric- 
tion imposed  on  a  power  of  sale^  which  the  testator  assumes 
to  have  been  already  given  expressly  or  impliedly  by  the 
previous  provisions  in  the  wiU.    There  is  no  charge  of  debts, 
— ^no  purpose  whatever  for  which  a  sale  could  possibly  be 
necessary  or  expedient,  except  that  of  more  conveniently 
dividing  the  house,  as  part  of  what  he  died  possessed  of,  be- 
tween his  daughters. 

We  think  it  impossible  not  to  see  that  the  testator  con- 
sidered that  the  proceeds  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the 
Stanley-place  house  (if  it  should  be  sold)  were  to  go  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  lease- 
hold houses,  and  this  could  only  be  because  the  former,  as 
well  as  the  latter,  were  supposed  by  him  to  be  included 
under  the  words,  "  whatever  I  may  die  possessed  oV 

The  Stanley-place  house  was  (if  it  should  be  deemed 
expedient)  to  be  sold  by  the  executors,  but  not  till  after 
the  wife's  death,  and  then  whenever  it  might  be  thought 
advisable  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties  concerned.  It  is 
surely  impossible  that  the  testator  would  have  authorized 
his  executors  to  make  sale  of  a  house  after  it  should  have 
become  the  absolute  property  of  the  heir,  or  that  he  would 
have  described  the  heir  as  the  parties  concerned. 

These  considerations  appear  to  us  to  lead  irresistibly  to 
the  inference  that  the  testator  considered  the  Stanley- 
place  house  as  part  of  what  he  had  given  under  the 
description  of  all  I  may  die  possessed  of  And  that 
being  so,  we  think  the  other  real  estates  are  also  necessa** 
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Exeh.  of  Piem,  nly  included ;  for  if  the  words  in  question,  "aSl  may  die 
^    possessed  of"  extend  to  real  estate  at  all,  there  is  nothing 
Davenport    to  point  their  meaning  to  one  part  of  his  real  estate  alone, 
CoLTMAN.     and  to  exclude  the  rest.    The  argument  on  which  we  have 
relied,  as  arising  out  of  the  direction  concerning  the  sale, 
is  founded  indeed  on  a  matter  not  applicable  to  the  Hert- 
fordshire and  Lincolnshire  property;  but  what  we  deduce 
fix>m  the  argument  is,  that  the  testator  considered  himself 
to  have  used  the  words,  ''  aU  I  may  die  possessed  of"  in  a 
sense  which  must  include  the   Stanley-place  house,  and 
which  can  only  include  it  by  also  including  the  whole  of 
the  real  estate. 

We  further  think,  that  the  estate  which  the  daughters 
take  cannot  be  less  than  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  for  the 
testator  looked  to  the  probable  expediency  of  a  sale  and 
division  of  the  proceeds,  as  the  most  convenient  method  of 
dividing  what  he  had  given,  and  this  is  evidently  incon- 
sistent with  the  notion  of  the  daughters  taking  only  a  par- 
tial interest  for  their  lives,  or  for  any  other  term. 

On  the  part  of  the  heir-at-law,  it  was  pressed  on  us  in 
argument  that,  on  the  authority  of  several  decided  cases, ' 
we  ought  to  restrict  the  meaning  of  the  word  '^  possessed  " 
to  objects  of  the  same  nature  as  those  previously  disposed 
of,  more  especially  looking  at  the  direction  that  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  gift  should  be  divided  between  his  daughters 
as  residuary  legatees — an  expression,  it  was  contended, 
strongly  indicative  of  an  intention  to  dispose  of  personal 
estate  only.  But  in  answer  to  this  argument  it  must  be 
remembered,  that  the  previous  gifts  had  not  been  confined 
exclusively  to  personal  estate ;  and  after  all,  the  rule  of 
construction,  which  in  the  cases  referred  to  would  confine 
the  general  words  to  personal  estate,  is  a  rule  which  must 
always  give  way  where  there  exist,  as  we  think  there  do  in 
this  case,  other  circumstances  plainly  and  strongly  show- 
ing that  the  words  were  meant  to  have  their  ftdlest 
import. 
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The  words  residuary  legatees  are  certainly  not  quite  Exeh.  ifPUai^ 
technical,  when  applied  to  devisees  of  real  estate.  Bat 
the  testator  was  evidently  unacquainted  with  the  ordinary 
language  of  conveyancers,  and  he  might  have  thought 
that  as  a  sale  would  probably  take  place,  and  so  his  daugh- 
ters would  take  the  money-value  of  the  property  and  not 
the  property  itself,  therefore  the  words  residuary  legatees 
Would  be  the  most  appropriate ;  at  all  events,  the  use  of 
these  words  does  not  appear  to  us  to  raise  a  doubt  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  outweigh  the  other  circumstances  to 
which  we  have  adverted. 

It  seems,  however,  to  us  to  be  clear,  that  the  daughters 
took  nothing  till  after  the  wife's  death,  and  we  shall  there- 
fore certify  our  opinion  that  they  took  the  Stanley-place 
house  in  fee-simple  in  remainder  expectant  on  the  death  of 
the  wife ;  and  that  they  took  the  other  real  estates  for  an 
estate  in  fee-simple,  commencing  at  her  death. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  wife,  we  think  it  alto- 
gether unfounded.  The  circumstance  that  a  devise  is  not 
to  take  efifect  until  after  the  death  of  a  third  person  is  not 
sufficient  to  give  to  such  third  person  an  estate  by  impli- 
cation, unless  there  be  something  to  shew  that  the  land 
could  not  have  been  intended  to  go  to  the  heir  in  the 
meantime — as  where  the  devisee  is  himself  the  heir.  No- 
thing of  the  sort  occurs  here.  The  testator  might  have 
meant  the  Hertfordshire  and  Lincolnshire  estates  to  go  to 
the  heir  during  the  widow's  life;  at  all  events  there  is 
nothing  to  shew  the  contrary,  and  it  is  pretty  plain,  from 
the  express  gift  of  the  Stanley-place  house  to  the  wife  for 
her  life,  that  no  other  part  of  the  real  estate  was  intended 
for  her.  On  these  grounds  we  shall  certify  our  opinion 
that  she  took  no  interest  whatever  in  the  Herts  and  Lin- 
colnshire property. 

The  following  certificate  was  afterwards  sent : — 
*'  We  have  heard  this  case  argued,  and  have  considered 
it,  and  are  of  opinion, 

V  OL.    IX.  L  L 
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''First,  that  Mary  Coltman,  the  wife  of  the  testator, 
took  no  estate  in  the  tenements  in  the  counties  of  lincohi 
and  Herts; 

''  Secondly,  that  Mary  Newbold  and  Charlotte  Davenport 
took  an  estate  »as  tenants  in  common  in  fee-simple  in  the 
tenements  in  Lincoln  and  Herts,  under  the  said  will, 
commencing  at  the  death  of  the  said  testator's  widow ; 

"  Thirdly,  that  the  said  Mary  Newbold  and  Charlotte 

Davenport  took  an  estate  as  tenants  in  fee-simple  in  the 

Stanley-place  house,  in  remainder  expectant  on  the  life 

estate  of  the  widow. 

''Abinger. 

''  J.  Parke. 

"  J.  Gurnet. 

''R.  M.  ROLFE." 


Jan,  31. 

The  reputed 
father  of  an  il- 
legitimate child 
promised  to 
pay  the  mother 
an  annuity  if 
■he  would 
maintain  the 
child,  and  keep 
■ecret  their 
connexion : — 
Held,  that  the 
maintenance  of 
the  child  waa  a 
■afficient  con- 
■ideration  to 
■uitain  aMump- 
■it. 


Jennings  and  Wife  v.  Brown  and  Others,  Executors. 

Assumpsit.— The  declaration  stated,  that  before  the 
making  of  the  promise  of  the  said  A.  B.  B.  (the  defendants' 
testator),  to  wit,  on  the  1st  January,  1833,  the  plaintiff 
Maiy,  being  then  sole  and  unmarried,  and  having  there- 
tofore always  conducted  herself  with  chastity  and  decorum, 
was  seduced  by  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  who  then  debauched  and 
carnally  knew  the  said  plaintiff  Mary,  so  being  sole  and 
unmarried  as  aforesaid,  and  by  means  of  which  said  seduc- 
tion and  carnal  knowledge  the  said  plaintiff  Mary  then 
became  pregnant,  and  afterwards,  and  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  said  A.  B.  B.,  and  before  the  making  of  the  said 
promise,  to  wit,  on  the  8rd  November,  1833,  was  delivered 
of  a  bastard  child,  to  wit,  a  daughter,  which  said  child 
had  been  and  was  begotten  by  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  and  is 
still  living ;  and  whereas  also  afterwards,  and  in  the  life- 
time of  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  and  before  the  making  of  the 
said  promise  as  aforesaid,  the  said  plaintiff  Mary,  so  being 
then  sole  and  unmarried  as  aforesaid,  and  having  wholly 
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reUnqiiished  and  given  np  all  cohabitation  and  immoral  Exek.  ^  PUtu^ 

1842 
mterconne  with  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  had,  at  his  request, 

undertaken,  and  then  had  the  care  and  nurture  of  the  said 
child ;  and  thereupon  afterwards,  and  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  said  A.  B.  B.,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  last  afore- 
said, in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  that  the  said 
plaintiff  Mary  would  continue  to  take  charge  of  the  said 
child,  and  would  thenceforth  conduct  herself  ocNrrectly  and 
▼irtuously,  and  would  also  keep  secret  the  said  &ct  that 
the  said  A.  B.  B.  had  so  seduced  and  debauched  the  said 
plaintiff  Mary,  and  was  the  father  of  the  said  bastard 
child,  he  the  said  A.  B.  B.  then  promised  the  said  plain-* 
tiff  Mary,  then  being  sole  and  unmarried  as  aforesaid, 
that  he  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  his  executors  or  administra- 
tors, should  or  would  punctually  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  plaintiff  Mary,  an  allowance  of  £60  a-year 
during  her  natural  life,  by  four  quarterly  payments  in 
every  year,  to  wit,  on  &c.  in  each  year;  and  the  said 
plaintiffs  aver,  that  the  said  plaintiff  Mary  hath  always, 
from  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  said  promise  of  the 
said  A,  B.  B.  as  aforesaid,  continued  to  take  charge  of 
the  said  bastard  childt  and  that  the  said  plaintiff  Mary 
hath  also,  from  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  said  promise 
hitherto  conducted  herself  correctly  and  virtuously,  and 
did  not  at  any  time  after  the  making  of  the  said  promise, 
and  during  the  lifetime  of  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  cohabit  or 
have  any  immoral  intercourse  with  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  and 
hath  also  always  hitherto  kept  secret  the  said  fact  that  the 
said  A.  B.  B.  did  so  seduce  and  debauch  the  said  plaintiff 
Mary,  and  was  the  father  of  the  said  bastard  child  as  afore- 
said; of  all  which  several  premises  respectively  the  said 
defendants,  executors  as  aforesaid,  have  continually  had 
notice;  and  the  plaintiffs  in  fSact  say,  that  afterwards, 
and  after  the  death  of  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  and  after  the 
said  intermarriage  of  the^  plaintiffs,  and  before  the  com- 
mencement of  this  suit,  to  wit,  on  the  12th  November, 

L  l2 
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Exeh.  tf  Fkat,  1841^  a  large  sum  of  money^  to  witj  the  sum  of  £180 
of  the  said  yearly  allowauce  of  £60^  for  twelve  quarters 
of  a  year^  which  then,  and  as  well  after  the  said  death  of 
the  said  A.  B.  B.  as  after  the  said  intermarriage  of 
the  plaintifFs  had  elapsed,  became  due  and  payable  to  the 
plaintiffs  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  promise  of  the 
said  A.  B.  B.  in  that  behalf;  nevertheless  the  defendants, 
executors  as  aforesaid,  not  regarding  the  said  promise 
of  the  said  A.  B.  B.,  have  not  at  any  time  paid  to  the 
plaintiffs  the  said  sum  of  £180,  or  any  part  thereof, 
(although  often  requested  so  to  do),  but  have  hitherto 
wholly  neglected  and  refused  so  to  do,  and  the  same  is 
still  wholly  due  and  unpaid,  contrary  to  the  said  promise 
of  the  said  A.  B.  B.  in  that  behalf  made  as  aforesaid. 

The  defendants  pleaded  non  assumpserunt,  and  other 
pleas  'y — ^traversing  the  seduction;  that  the  child  was  begot- 
ten by  the  testator;  alleging  that  the  plaintiff  Mary  had 
not,  at  the  time  of  making  the  promise,  relinquished  cohabit- 
ation with  the  plaintiff;  nor  had  she  undertaken  nor  had 
the  care  or  nurture  of  the  child;  nor  had  she  continued  to 
take  charge  of  the  child,  nor  kept  secret  the  fact  that  the 
testator  did  seduce  the  plaintiff  Mary,  and  was  the  fftther 
of  the  child.  But  all  these  pleas,  on  which  issues  were 
taken,  were  negatived  by  the  finding  of  the  jury. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Bo\fey  B.,  at  the  London 
sittings  in  this  Term.  It  appeared  that  the  action  was 
brought  to  recover  twelve  quarterly  payments  of  an  an- 
nuity of  £60  a  year,  under  the  following  circumstances. 
The  testator,  in  the  year  1833,  became  acquainted  with 
the  plaintiff  Mary,  a  servant  in  his  establishment,  and 
the  result  was  the  birth  of  a  child  in  the  month  of 
November  in  that  year,  which,  by  a  letter  to  her  father, 
he  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  father  of,  and  said  that 
she  and  her  child  were  amply  provided  for.  It  appeared 
that  he  paid  her  an  annuity  of  £60  a  year,  and  refrain- 
ed from  further  criminal  intercourse  with  her.     Shortly 
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after^  the  plaintiff  Mary  entertained  intentions  of  getting  Exeh.  rf  Phoir 
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married^  and  applied  to  the  testator  for  the  purpose  of 

getting  the  annuity  previously  settled  upon  her.    In  reply     Jbunimos 

to  which  the  testator  wrote  her  the  following  letter : —  Brown. 

"  Mary,  Dec.  31st,  1834. 

"  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  feel  a  little 
annoyed  at  the  distrust  you  entertain  for  my  not  pro- 
viding for  your  child  while  I  live,  and  after  my  decease. 
You  seem  to  have  got  some  would-be  cunning  adviser, 
which,  if  you  do  not  mind,  will  cause  you  to  lose  a  friend, 
instead  of  making  one.  Your  father,  by  writing  an  im- 
prudent letter,  was  very  near  doing  you  harm.  When  I 
spoke  of  an  annuity,  I  did  not  consider  that,  from  your 
youth  and  good  health,  the  office  would  require  (to  allow 
the  sum  of  £60  a  year)  a  large  deposit  of  some  thousands, 
and  which,  were  you  to  die  the  day  after,  would  be  en- 
tirely thrown  away,  besides  its  being  a  sum  I  am  neither 
willing  nor  able  to  lay  down.^' 

And  after  stating  other  matters,  and  that  her  mar^ 
rying  would  not  alter  his  intentions,  he  adds : — 

"  Thus,  then,  as  long  as  your  future  conduct  is  correct, 
and  the  situation  you  have  been  placed  in  remains  a  secret, 
my  allowance  to  you  of  £60  a  year  will  be  paid  with 
punctuality;  but  I  must  remind  you,  were  it  to  become 
known,  the  allowance  of  a  magistrate  would  be  4s,  6d.  or 
5s.  per  week,  which  is  £13  per  annum.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  should  recommend  you  to  consider  me  your 
friend,  and  place  that  confidence  in  me  which  you  never 
had  reason  to  doubt.  Should  you  marry,  for  your  mutual 
happiness,  I  would  never  see  you  but  in  the  presence  of 
your  husband." 

Shortly  after  this  the  plaintiffs  were  married,  and  a  let-^ 
ter  of  congratulation,  dated  Januarjr  31,  1835,  was  written 
to  her  by  the  testator,  which  contained,  amongst  others^ 
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*^M2f '^'  the  following  passage : — "  The  allowance  I  told  you  I 
would  make  for  the  maintenance  of  Emma  shall  always  be 
punctually  paid  quarterly/' 

The  annuity  was  accordingly  paid  up  to  the  testator's 
death,  in  March  1839;  but  his  executors  not  feeling 
themselves  justified  in  paying  the  annuity  without  the 
sanction  of  a  court  of  law,  refused  to  pay  it,  and  the  pre- 
sent action  was  brought.  It  was  proved  that  the  child  was 
now  living  with  the  plaintiflTs.  The  above  facts  having 
been  proved,  and  the  letters  read  in  evidence,  the  counsel 
for  the  defendants  objected  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
correspondence  which  made  out  the  consideration  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  declaration.  The  learned  Judge,  however, 
overruled  the  objection,  and  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiffs,  with  £80  damages,  leave  being  reserved  to 
the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit. 

Humfrey  now  moved  to  enter  a  nonsuit  accordingly. 
The  letters  written  by  the  \estator,  and  produced  in  evi- 
dence, do  not  shew  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  the 
action.  This  is  not  the  case  of  an  instrument  imder  seal, 
but  a  mere  assumpsit,  which  is  invalid  for  want  of  a  con- 
sideration, and  cannot  be  enforced  either  at  law  or  in 
equity.  Binmngtim  v.  Wallia  (a)  is  in  point.  There  the 
declaration  stated  that  the  plaintiff  had  cohabited  with  the 
defendant  as  his  mistress ;  that  it  was  agreed  that  no  fur- 
ther immoral  connexion  should  take  place  between  them, 
and  that  the  defendant  should  allow  her  an  annuity  so 
long  as  she  should  continue  of  good  and  virtuous  life  and 
demeanour ;  that  afterwards,  in  consideration  of  the  pre- 
mises, and  that  the  plaintiff  would  give  up  the  annuity,  the 
defendant  promised  to  pay  as  much  as  the  annuity  was  rea- 
sonably worth.  The  Court,  on  general  demurrer,  held  the 
declaration  bad.    The  only  difference  between  that  case 

(a)  4  a  &  Aid.  650. 
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and  this  is,  that  here  it  is  stated  that  the  testator  seduced  ^*c*.  o/p&ai, 
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her,  but  that  makes  do  difference.     [Parke,  B. — No,  that 

makes  no  difference ;  but  here  the  woman  has  supported 

the  child,  and  that  is  a  good  consideration.    It  is  a  matter 

of  bargain,  that  she  is  to  take  care  of  the  child,  and  to 

exonerate  the  father.]     In  BimAngion  v.  WcMia  there  was 

abundant  proof  of  consideration,  for  the  plaintiff  had  given 

up  the  annuity.    \Parhe,  B. — ^No,  that  was  not  part  of  the 

consideration ;  it  was  a  mere  moral  consideration,  which  is 

nothing.]    The  Courts  have  never  yet  gone  to  the  extent 

of  holding  such  an  agreement  valid. 

Per  Curiam. — ^The  father  might  have  had  the  child 
afiUiated  on  him,  and  the  consideration  must  be  under- 
stood to  be  for  ordinary  provision.  We  think  that  a  suf- 
ficient consideration. 

Rule  refused. 


BoDWBLL  V.  Phillips.  /on.  31. 

JL  HIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  brought  against  the  An  agreement 
defendant  for  not  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  gather  certain  ^owing^fAit  is 
fruit  and  vegetables,  which  had  been  sold  by  the  defendant  fo,X^*i?e  of 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  which  the  declaration  alleged  were  *°  interest  in 

land,  and  if  of 

growing  and  being  on  a  close  of  the  defendant's  (a),  the  value  of 
Plea,  non  assumpsit.  At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinffer,  itw^J.*"*"**^"  * 
C.  B.,  at  the  London  sittings  after  Easter  Term,  1841,  it 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  had  entered  into 
the  following  written  (unstamped)  agreement,  for  the  sale 
to  the  plaintiff  of  a  quantity  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  grow- 
ing in  the  defendant's  garden : — 

"Memorandum  of  agreement  this  ^4th  day  of  July, 

(a)  See  the  declaration  more  fuUy  set  forth  in  the  judgment,  pott, 
p.  504. 
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Sxeh.  ^  PUoi,  1840.  Thomas  Phillips  agrees  to  sell  to  Mr.  Eodwell  all 
the  crops  of  fruit  and  vegetables  of  the  upper  portion  of 
the  garden^  from  the  large  pear  trees^  for  the  sum  of  iE80 ; 
and  Lionel  Bodwell  agrees  to  buy  the  same  at  the  aforesaid 
price^  and  has  paid  £1  deposit.     Witness  our  hands. 

"Thomas  Phillips. 
Lionel  Bodwell." 

It  was  objected  for  the  defendant,  that  this  was  the  sale 
of  an  interest  in  land,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Stamp 
Act,  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184,  sched.  Part  I.,  title  "  Conveyance,'* 
and  therefore  required  a  stamp;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
being  of  that  opinion,  directed  a  nonsuit. 

In  Trinity  Term  following,  Sfiee,  Serjt.,  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection,  against 
which,  in  Michaelmas  Term  (Nov.  23), 

E.  James  shewed  cause. — This  is  a  sale  of  an  interest  in 
land,  and  the  agreement,  therefore,  was  not  admissible 
without  a  stamp.  The  cases  on  this  subject  are  all  col- 
lected and  reviewed  in  Jones  v.  Flini  {a) ;  and  throughout 
the  judgment  in  that  case,  the  same  distinction  is  taken, 
as  in  Evans  v.  Roberts  (A),  between  a  contract  for  the  sale 
of  fructus  industriales,  and  of  things  which  are  the  natural 
product  of  the  earth,  as  is  fruit.  Growing  fruit  goes  to 
the  heir-at-law,  and  is  not  seizable  by  the  sheriff.  The  pur- 
chase of  a  growing  crop  of  grass,  to  be  mown  and  made  into 
hay  by  the  vendee,  is  an  interest  in  land :  Crosby  v.  fVtub' 
worth  {c) ;  Carrington  v.  Roots  (d).  Here  the  plaintiff's  de- 
claration itself  sets  up  an  interest  in  the  land,  entitling  him 
to  enter  and  take  away  the  fruit  and  vegetables.  The 
property  vested  by  the  contract  itself,  and  the  plaintiff 
might,  if  he  chose,  have  entered  and  gathered  them  unripe. 

(fl)  10  Ad.  &  Ell.  753 ;  2  P.  &  D.  594.       (c)  6  East,  602. 
(h)  5  B.  &  C.  829;  8  D.  &  R.  611.  (d)  2  M.  &  W.  248. 
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Shee,  Seijt.^  contra. — ^This  is  a  sale  of  goods,  wares,  and  Sxek.  of  pieas, 
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merchandises^  and  is  therefore  within  the  exemption  in  the 
Stamp  Act.  It  is  a  mistake  to  say  these  are  not  fructus  Rodwsll 
industriales :  they  may  be  strawberries  and  asparagus^ —  Phillips. 
can  it  be  said  that  those  are  the  natural  products  of  the 
soil?  All  fruits  and  vegetables,  in  truth,  are  brought  to 
maturity  and  perfection  in  this  country  by  cultivation  and 
manurance.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^The  difference  appears 
to  be  between  annual  productions,  raised  by  the  labour  of 
man,  and  the  annual  productions  of  nature,  not  referable 
to  the  industry  of  man,  except  at  the  period  when  they 
were  first  planted.]  Crosby  v.  Wadsworth  is  distinguish- 
able on  the  grounds  stated  by  Bayley,  J.,  in  Evans  v. 
Roberts,  that  there  the  grass  was  the  natural  produce  of 
the  land,  and  also  was  to  be  mown  by  the  buyer.  Wad^ 
dington  v.  Bristow  (a),  in  which  the  sale  of  growing  hops 
was  held  to  be  the  sale  of  an  interest  in  land,  is  of  ques- 
tionable authority.  \Parke,  B. — Hops  are  fructus  indus- 
triales. That  case  would  now  probably  be  decided  differ- 
ently. The  distinction  is  pointed  out  in  Sainsbury  v« 
Matthews  (&).]  In  that  case,  as  also  in  Warwick  v. 
Bruce  (c),  and  Evans  v.  Roberts,  a  sale  of  potatoes  growing 
on  the  land,  even  though  they  were  to  be  dug  up  by  the 
buyer,  was  held  to  be  a  sale  of  goods  and  chattels.  Smith 
V.  Surman  (d),  Parker  v.  Staniland  {e),  and  Jones  v.  Flint, 
are  also  authorities  for  the  plaintiff.  Here  he  buys  only  the 
fruit  which  the  trees  may  produce ;  he  could  not  take  any 
part  of  the  tree  itself.  It  is  unnecessary  for  the  purpose 
of  the  contract  to  give  him  an  interest  in  the  land ;  it  is 
sufiScient  that  he  have  an  easement  to  go  upon  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  gathering  the  fruit ;  and  that  is  implied  in  the 
contract  of  sale:    Bac.  Abr.  Grant,  (I.)  89;    1  Saund. 

'    '  Cur.  adv.  vult. 

(a)  2  Bos.  &  P.  452.  {d)  9  B.  &  Cr.  561  j  4  Man.  & 

(b)  4  M.  &  W.  343.  R.  455. 

(c)  2  M.  &  Selw.  205.  (e)  11  East,  362. 
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jSse^  9f  PUoMt      The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — This  was  the  case  of  an  action 
upon  a  contract,  setting  forth  that  the  plaintiff  had  bought 
of  the  defendant  a  quantity  of  firuit  and  vegetables,  then 
growing  and  being  in  a  certain  dose  of  the  defendant's,  at 
a  certain  rate  agreed  upon  between  them,  the  price  of  jE80, 
and  in  consideration  thereof,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the 
request  of  the  defendant,  had  then  promised  the  defendant 
that  he  would  accept  and  receive  the  said  fruit  and  vege- 
tables, and  pay  the  defendant  for  the  same  at  the  rate  or 
price  aforesaid,  the  defendant  then  promised  the  plaintiff 
that  he  would  permit  and  suffer  the  plaintiff,  and  the  ser- 
vants and  agents  of  the  plaintiff  in  that  behalf,  to  enter 
into  the  said  close,  and  with  all  necessary  and  convenient 
tools,  utensils,  and  implements,  to  gather  and  take  the 
said  firdt  and  vegetables,  as  and  when  the  same  should  be 
fit  for  being  gathered  and  taken,  and  to  allow  him  to  have 
proper  access  to  the  said  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid :  And  although  the  said  fruit  and  vegetables 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  became 
fit  to  be  gathered  and  taken,  and  the  plaintiff,  with  his 
servants  and  agents  in  that  behalf,  was  then  ready  and 
willing  to  gather  and  take  the  same,  and  to  pay  for  the 
same  after  the  rate  aforesaid,  whereof  the  defendant  then 
had  notice;  and  although  the  defendant  did  then  permit 
and  suffer  the  plaintiff  to  gather  and  take  a  very  small 
part,  to  wit,  fifty  bushels  of  the  said  fruit  and  vegetables, 
yet  the  defendant,  not  regarding  his  said  promise,  did  not 
nor  would  permit  or  suffer  the  plaintiff,  or  his  servants  or 
agents  in  that  behalf,  to  gather  or  take  the  residue  of  the 
said  fruit,  or  any  part  of  such  residue,  although  often  re- 
quested so  to  do.  And  then  the  declaration  goes  on  to 
allege,  that  after  the  making  of  the  said  contract  with  the 
defendant,  and  confiding  in  his  promise,  the  plaintiff 
entered  into  and  made  certain  agreements  with  divers 
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other  persons,  for  the  sale  to  them  of  parcels  of  the  said  StuA.  tf  Pieoi, 
frait,  which,  by  the  defendant's  refusal  to  permit  his  ser- 
vants to  take  the  residue,  he  was  xmable  to  perform,  and 
that  he  lost  money  by  the  contract. 

When  the  contract  was  produced  at  the  trial,  it  appeared 
that  it  was  not  so  extensive  in  its  provisions  as  set  forth  in 
the  declaration.  It  was  answered,  that  though  the  con- 
tract did  not  in  terms  express  it,  yet  it  implied  all  that 
was  alleged  in  the  declaration.  Then  the  objection  was 
taken,  that  it  was  not  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizes,  but  of  an  interest  in  land,  and 
therefore  required  a  stamp;  and  I  was  of  that  opinion. 
There  is  a  great  variety  of  cases,  in  which  a  distinction  is 
made  between  the  sale  of  growing  crops  and  the  sale  of  an 
interest  in  land ;  and  it  must  be  admitted,  taking  the  cases 
altogether,  that  no  general  rule  is  laid  down  in  any  one  of 
them  that  is  not  contradicted  by  some  other.  It  is  suffi- 
cient, however,  for  us  to  say,  that  we  think  this  case  ought 
not  to  be  governed  by  any  of  those  in  which  it  is  decided 
that  a  sale  of  growing  crops  is  a  sale  of  goods  and  chattels. 
Growing  fruit  would  not  pass  to  an  executor,  but  to  the 
heir ;  it  could  not  be  taken  by  a  tenant  for  life,  or  levied 
in  execution  under  a  writ  of  fi.  fa.  by  the  sheriff;  therefore 
it  is  distinct  from  all  those  cases  where  the  interest  would 
pass,  not  to  the  heir  at  law,  but  to  some  other  person. 
Undoubtedly  there  is  a  case  (a)  in  which  it  appears  that  a 
contract  to  sell  timber  growing  was  held  not  to  convey  any 
interest  in  the  land,  but  that  was  where  the  parties  con- 
tracted to  sell  the  timber  at  so  much  per  foot,  and  from  the 
nature  of  that  contract  it  must  be  taken  to  have  been  the 
same  as  if  the  parties  had  contracted  for  the  sale  of  timber 
already  felled.  In  this  case,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt 
that  this  was  a  sale  of  that  species  of  interest  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  lands  which  has  not  been  excepted  by  the 

(a)  SmUh  v.  Surman,  0  B.  &  Cr.  561. 
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Exch.  of  pieoM,  Stamp  Act,  and  that  it  is  not  a  sale  of  goods  and  mer- 
^     chandize ;  and  the  contract  is  of  a  sufiScient  value  to  re- 
RoDWELu      quire  a  stamp.     The  nonsuit,  therefore,  must  stand,  and 
Phillips,      the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Rule  discharged. 


Jan,  31.       Whitehead  and  Others,  Assignees  of  6£NBow,a  Bankrupt, 

V.  Walker. 

The  holder  of  A.SSUMPSIT  by  the  indorsee  against  the  indorser  of  a 
change,  on  fum-  foreign  bill  of  exchange.  The  declaration  stated,  that 
protw'^Md  *"**  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1834,  and  before 
notice  thereon,   the  bankruptcy  of  Benbow,  in  parts  beyond  the  seas,  cer- 

has  an  immedi-  -i-i.ii 

ate  right  of  ac-  tain  pcrsous  made  their  bill  of  exchange  in  writing, 
thT  drawer,  and  directed  to  Messrs.  Grayhurst  and  Company,  and  thereby 

**uire'a  fresh  requested  them  to  pay  to  the  defendant,  ninety  days  after 

right  of  action  siffht,  721/.  Os.  3d.,  valuc  received:  that  the  defendant  in- 

/laymen/ of  the  dorsed  the  Said  bill  to  W.  Swainson,  who  indorsed  it  to 

The'sutafe'^of  Willis  &  Co.,  who  indorsed  it  to  Benbow;  and  that  the 

t^wifore  "rans  ^^  Grayhurst  &  Co.  had  sight  of  the  said  bill,  but  had  not 

against  him  paid  the  samc. 

mer  and  not'  Seventh  plea. — That  before  the  said  bill  became  due,  or 

period?*  *****'  ^^^  been  presented  for  payment,  and  after  the  indorsement 

To  an  action  of  the  samo  to  Willis  &  Co.,  and  before  the  indorsement 

of  assumpsit  by 

the  fourth  in-  to  Bcubow,  the  Said  bill  was  presented  to  Grayhurst  &  Co. 
reign\niof**'  f^^  ^^^  acceptance;  that  Grayhurst  &  Co.  refused  to 
***in8t^the  first  *^^P*  *^®  swode ;  that  thereupon  the  bill  was  protested  for 
indorser,  ai-  nou-acceptancc ;  and  that  Benbow,  as  well  as  Willis  &  Co., 
breach  non-       at  the  time  of  the  indorsement  to  Benbow,  had  notice  that 

payment  by  the 
drawee,  the  de- 
fendant pleaded,  that  before  the  bill  became  due,  and  after  the  indorsement  to  the  third  in- 
dorsee, and  before  the  indorsement  to  the  plaintiff,  the  bill  was  refused  acceptance,  and  was 
protested;  that  the  third  indorsee  and  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  indorsement  to  the  latter, 
had  notice  of  the  non-acceptance  and  protest;  and  that  the  defendant  had  not  due  notice  of  the 
non-acceptance  or  of  the  protest: — Heldj  on  special  demurrer,  that  a  replication  de  injurift  to 
this  plea  was  good. 
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the  said  bill  had  been  so  presented^  and  had  been  so  re-  ^^*-  •/  ^'«"» 
fiised^  and  protested  for  non-acceptance.    Verification. 

Eighth  plea. — ^That  before  the  said  bill  became  due,  or 
was  presented  for  payment,  and  after  the  indorsement  to 
Willis  &  Co.,  and  before  the  indorsement  to  Benbow,  the 
bill  was  presented  to  Grayhurst  &  Co.  for  their  acceptance, 
but  that  they  refused  to  accept  the  same,  and  the  bill  was 
thereupon  protested  for  non-acceptance ;  and  that  the  de- 
fendant had  not  due  notice  of  the  non-acceptance  of  the  bill, 
or  of  its  haying  been  so  protested ;  and  that  Benbow,  as 
well  as  Willis  &  Co.,  at  the  time  of  the  said  indorsement  to 
Benbow,  had  notice  that  the  bill  had  been  so  presented  for 
acceptance,  and  refused  and  protested  for  non-acceptance. 
Verification. 

Ninth  Plea. — ^That  before  the  said  bill  had  become  due, 
or  had  been  presented  for  payment,  and  after  the  indorse- 
ment thereof  to  Willis  &  Co.,  and  before  the  indorsement 
to  Benbow,  the  bill  was  presented  to  Grayhurst  &  Co.  for 
their  acceptance,  and  was  refused  acceptance ;  that  the  bill 
was  thereupon,  and  before  the  indorsement  to  Benbow, 
duly  protested  for  non-acceptance,  whereof  the  defendant 
afterwards,  and  before  the  indorsement  to  Benbow,  had 
notice,  whereby  an  action  then  accrued  to  Willis  &  Co.  to 
recover  the  amount  of  the  bill  from  the  defendant ;  that 
Benbow,  as  weU  as  Willis  &  Co.,  at  the  time  of  the  indorse- 
ment to  Benbow,  had  notice  that  the  bill  had  been  so  pre- 
sented for  and  refused  acceptance,  and  protested  for  non- 
acceptance;  and  that  the  cause  of  action  in  this  plea 
mentioned  did  not  accrue  to  Willis  &  Co.  at  any  time 
within  six  years,  and  before  the  commencement  of  this  suit. 
Verification. 

To  the  seventh  plea  there  was  a  general  demurrer ;  the 
ground  of  demurrer  stated  was,  that  it  was  no  answer  to 
an  action  for  non-payment  of  a  bill  of  exchange  to  shew 
that  it  was  dishonoured  when  presented  for  acceptance. 


608  CASES   IN    THE   EXCHEQUER^ 

ibrcA.  rf  pum,  and  that  the  party  taking  it,  and  suing  on  it,  had  notice  of 

_  *  -  snch  diBhonoor. — Joinder  in  demurrer. 
Whitehead  To  the  eighth  plea,  the  plaintiff  replied  de  injuril 
WALua.  To  the  ninth  plea  he  demurred  specially:  the  causes 
assigned  were,  that  the  cause  of  action  was  for  nonrpoffment 
of  the  bill,  whereas  the  plea  answered  a  cause  of  action  for 
non-acceptance;  that  there  is  an  implied  promise  on  the 
part  of  the  drawer  and  indorsers  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  that 
it  shall  be  paid  as  well  as  accepted;  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  drawer  and  indorsers,  on  notice  of  the  non-accept- 
ance, to  enable  the  drawer  to  pay  the  bill,  from  the  neglect 
to  do  which  a  fresh  promise  arose ;  that  it  was  no  answer 
to  an  action  for  such  breach,  to  shew  that  there  had  been 
a  previous  breach  of  such  promise;  that  the  plaintiffs 
might  waive  the  first  breach,  and  bring  an  action  on  the 
second  breach ;  that  the  remedy  for  the  first  breach  having 
expired,  was  no  answer  to  an  action  on  the  second  breach ; 
that  the  Statute  of  Limitations  ran  from  the  time  when 
the  cause  of  action  mentioned  in  the  declaration  accrued, 
and  not  before ;  and  that  the  plea  was  double. — Joinder  in 
demurrer. 

There  was  also  a  special  demurrer  to  the  replication, 
assigning  for  causes,  that  the  traverse  de  injuri&  was  in- 
admissible, because  the  eighth  plea  relied  on  matter  of 
discharge  by  laches,  and  shewed  a  release  to  the  defendant 
by  operation  of  law,  and  did  not  consist  of  matter  of  excuse. 
— ^Joinder  in  demurrer. 

The  case  was  argued  at  the  sittings  after  last  Michaelmas 
Term  (Nov.  26  and  27)  by 

Crangfton,  for  the  plaintiffs. — The  pleas  demurred  to 
afford  no  answer  to  this  action.  The  contract  of  the 
drawer  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is,  that  the  drawee  not  only 
shall  accept  the  bill,  but  shall  patf  it  at  maturity;  and 
therefore  a  cause  of  action  accrues  to  the  holder  on  its 
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iKm-payment  when  due.    No  doubt  the  drawer  may  be  Bxeh.  of  PUat, 


sued  upon  the  breach  of  his  contract  by  the  non-accept- 
ance by  the  drawee;  Mitfordy.  Mayor  {a);  but  no  case 
can  be  cited  to  shew  that  he  must  be  so  sued^  and  that  the 
holder  may  not  take  advantage  of  the  subsequent  breach 
by  non-payment.  Dunn  v.  (fKeefe  (i)  is  an  authority  to 
shew,  that  a  drawer  who  has  had  no  notice  of  the  non-ac- 
ceptance may  yet  be  sued  by  an  indorsee  for  value  who 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  dishonour.  But  the  argimient 
for  the  defendant  must  be,  that  a  right  of  action  having 
once  vested  by  the  non-acceptance,  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions runs  from  that  period,  even  against  an  innocent  in- 
dorsee. The  rule  of  law  which  compels  a  party  who  takes 
a  qualified  acceptance  to  give  notice  of  that  fact  to  the 
drawer,  {Sebag  v.  Abitbol{c) ;  Bayley  on  Bills,  253,  5th 
edit.),  clearly  implies  that  he  is  to  have  a  right  of  action 
against  the  drawer  on  non-payment  of  the  bill ;  for  such 
notice  can  only  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
a  right  to  sue  on  the  non-payment.  [Parke,  B. — The 
reason  of  the  notice  in  that  case  is,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
acceptance  is  not  in  the  form  which  had  been  stipulated 
for  by  the  drawer,  he  is  entitled  to  be  informed  of  that 
fact ;  and  the  notice  may  constitute  some  evidence  of  his 
having  assented  to  the  acceptance  in  a  qualified  form. 
Alderson,  B. — ^Why  is  notice  given  of  non-acceptance? 
because  the  contract  is  then  broken ;  then  if  so,  can  it  be 
broken  again?]  The  breach  of  contract  by  non-accept- 
ance may  be  waived,  and  the  drawer  may  be  sued  on  the 
non-payment.  Marius,  in  his  "  Advice  concerning  Bills  of 
Exchange,*'  p.  19,  (4th  edit.),  says,  ^*If  a  bill  so  made 
payable  [after  sight]  be  omitted  to  be  presently  upon 
refusal  protested  for  non-acceptance,  all  that  time  which 
shall  run  out  between  the  private  presenting  of  the  bill 
and  protesting  thereof  is  lost  time,  and  is  not  to  be  ac- 

(a)  1  Doug].  55.    (b)  5  M.  &  Selw.  282;  S.  C.  in  error,  6  Taunt  305. 
(c)  4  M.  &  Selw.  466. 
VOL.  IX.  MM  M.  W. 


1842. 


510  CASES    IN   THE    EXCHEQUER^ 

Exek,  qfPieoi,  counted  as  part  of  the  nmnber  of  days  mentioned  in  the 
'  bill  of  exchange^  except  the  party  on  whom  the  bill  was 
drawn  do,  of  his  own  free  will,  acknowledge  to  have  seen 
the  bill  from  the  first  day  it  was  privately  presented  to 
him/'  And  after  saying  that  if  a  bill  is  refused  accept- 
ance, it  shall  be  protested  for  non-acceptance,  and  there- 
upon the  drawer  and  indorser  must  give  security  for  pay- 
ment, with  damages  and  costs,  if  it  be  not  paid  by  him  to 
whom  directed,  at  the  time  limited  in  the  bill ;  he  adds, 
(p.  28),  "  But  if  a  protest  be  returned  for  want  of  pay- 
ment, and  if  you  have  had  security  already  given  you  on 
the  protest  for  non-acceptance,  or  for  want  of  better  se- 
curity, then,  upon  receipt  of  your  protest  for  non-payment, 
you  may  only  acquunt  the  drawer  (or  party  that  took  up 
the  money)  therewith,  and  tarry  out  the  same  proportion 
of  time  at  which  the  bill  was  made  payable,  to  be  accounted 
from  the  time  it  fell  due,  before  you  demand  your  princi- 
pal money,  with  the  re-exchange  and  charges,  of  the  party 
that  drew  the  bill,  or  his  surety ;  who,  according  to  the 
law  of  merchants,  are  bound,  jointly  and  severally,  to  repay 
the  same  upon  the  protest  for  non-payment/'  These 
passages  are  adopted  as  law  into  Comyns'  Digest,  tit. 
"  Merchant,''  (P.  8),  (F.  9),  and  shew  clearly  that  the 
holder  has  a  right  to  retain  a  bill  after  acceptance  has 
been  refused,  and  to  sue  the  drawer  on  non-payment  at 
maturity.  So  also,  where  a  bill  has  been  accepted  supra 
protest,  for  the  honour  of  the  drawer,  and  has  been  pre- 
sented for  payment  to  the  drawee,  and  to  the  acceptor  for 
honour,  the  drawer  may  be  sued  for  the  non-payment: 
Hoare  v.  Cazenove  (a) ;  MlKams  v.  Germaine  (i).  There 
are  precedents  in  1  Wentw.  802,  and  2  Chitty  on  Plead- 
ing, 100,  of  declarations  by  the  first  indorsee  against  the 
first  indorser,  after  protest  for  non-acceptance,  and  also  for 
non-payment.     See  also  another  precedent,  similar  in 

(a)  16  East,  391.  (6)  7  B.  &  Cr.  468  ;  1  Man.  &  R.  394. 
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principle^  in  1  Wentw.  815.  And  in  Auriol  v.  TTumias  (a),  ««*.  •/  Pf*^ 
the  interest  was  calculated  from  the  notice  of  rum-payment. 
Secondly,  the  replication  de  injuria  is  good.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  8th  plea  is,  that  the  drawer  was  discharged 
bj  the  neglect  of  a  prior  indorser  to  give  him  notice  of  the 
non-acceptance  or  protest.  That,  as  against  the  plaintiff, 
a  subsequent  party  to  the  bill,  is  mere  matter  of  excuse  for 
the  non-performance  of  the  defendant's  contract  by  non- 
payment. The  case  is  expressly  within  the  authority  of 
Humphreys  Y,  (yConneU{b),  where  de  injurift  was  held  a 
good  replication  to  a  plea  by  the  acceptor  that  the  bill  was 
accepted  for  a  gaming  debt,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  before 
the  indorsement  to  him,  had  notice  of  that  fact. 

BoviU,  contra. — ^The  general  rule  on  this  subject,  as  laid 
down  in  all  the  text-books  of  authority,  is,  that  although 
the  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is  not  bound  to  present  it 
for  acceptance,  yet  if  he  thinks  fit  to  do  so,  and  acceptance 
is  refused,  he  is  bound  to  give  notice  of  that  fact  to  all  the 
parties  to  the  bill  to  whom  he  desires  to  resort  for  pay- 
ment: MoUoy,  de  Jure  Maritimo,  b.  2,  c.  10;  Chitty  on 
Bills,  272,  {9th  ed.) ;  Bayley  on  Bills,  252,  (5th  ed.).  And 
after  presentment  for  acceptance  and  refusal,  a  right  of 
action  vests  immediately,  and  the  holder  need  not  again 
present  the  bill  for  acceptance ;  Hickling  v.  Hardey  (c) ;  or 
if  he  does  so,  and  acceptance  is  again  refused,  he  is  not 
bound,  if  payment  be  also  afterwards  refused,  to  protest  it 
for  non-payment ;  De  la  Torre  v.  Barclay  (d).  For  by  the 
refusal  of  acceptance  he  acquires  a  complete  cause  of  ac- 
tion against  the  drawer  and  the  indorsers:  Starke  v. 
Cheeseman  {e) ;  Mitford  v.  Mayor.  It  is  at  that  period^ 
accordingly,  that  the  liabilities  of  all  the  parties  to  the  bill 
are  to  be  determined ;  and  all  who  take  the  bill  subse- 

(a)  2  T.  R.  52.  (d)  1  Stark.  Rep.  7. 

(6)  7  M.  &  W.  370.  (e)  1  Ld.  Raym.  638  ;  1  Salk, 

(c)  7  Taunt.  312 ;  1  Moore,  61.      128 ;  Carth.  509. 

M  m2 
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Ejs^.  rf  PiMff,  quently  to  the  non-aoceptance  and  protest,  take  it  witli 
all  its  infirmities ;  Crossley  y.  Ham  (a) ;  unless,  indeed,  in 
the  case  of  a  subsequent  holder  for  value  who  takes  it 
without  notice  of  the  dishonour :  here,  however,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  demurrer  that  the  bankrupt  had  notice  of 
the  non-acceptance  and  protest  before  the  indorsement  to 
him,  and  he  therefore  stands  in  the  same  situation  as  the 
previous  indorsees.  It  follows  from  these  principles  of 
law,  that  another  new  cause  of  action  cannot  afterwards 
arise  on  the  non-payment  of  the  bill;  if  it  could,  then  a 
recovery  in  an  action  brought  on  the  non-acceptance  would 
be  no  bar  to  a  subsequent  action  against  the  same  party  on 
the  non-payment.  The  drawing  of  a  bill  of  exchange  is 
the  creation  of  a  debt;  it  is  evidence  of  an  existing  debt 
from  the  drawer  to  the  payee:  Starke  v.  Chee^eman; 
Macarty  v.  Barrow  [b) ;  Bishop  v.  Young  (c) ;  Workman  v. 
LetJce  {d) :  and  the  contract  of  the  drawer  is,  that  another 
person,  the  drawee,  shall  take  upon  himself  payment  of  such 
his  debt,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  bill;  and  the  mo- 
ment the  drawee  commits  an  xmqualified  breach  of  that 
engagement,  the  debt  becomes  payable  immediately,  and 
the  right  of  action  against  the  drawer  is  vested.  The 
plaintiffs  must  contend  for  the  existence  of  two  concurrent 
causes  of  action  against  the  same  party  arising  out  of  the 
same  contract,  which  is  altogether  repugnant  to  legal 
principles. 

Secondly,  the  replication  de  injuria  is  bad.  The  eighth 
plea  amounts  to  a  discharge  of  the  defendant's  promise, 
and  not  merely  to  an  excuse  for  the  non-performance  of  it. 
It  shews,  in  truth,  that  no  implied  promise  to  pay  on  the 
part  of  the  drawer  ever  arose.  And  the  rule  is,  that  where- 
ever  the  plea  amounts  to  a  denial  or  avoidance  of  the  con- 
tract declared  on,  the  replication  de  injuri&  is  inapplicable: 

(a)  13  East,  498.  (c)  2  Bos.  &  P.  83. 

(b)  2  Stn.  949;  S.  C.  cited  3  {d)  Cowp.  22. 
Wils.  16. 
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Fmrker  v.  RUey  (a) ;  Howden  v.  Clifton  (A) ;  SckUd  v.  iS/-  Exeh.  of  pitat, 

Crompton,  in  reply. — ^The  argument  on  the  otheryside  is, 
that  becauise  a  right  of  action  vests  on  the  non-acceptance, 
therefore  the  second  breach,  bj  non-payment,  never  comes 
into  operation ;  but  that  is  assuming  the  whole  question 
in  dispute.  And  the  passage  abeady  quoted  from  Marina 
shews  clearly,  that  after  protest  for  non-acceptance  re- 
course may  be  had  to  the  drawer  on  default  in  payment. 
The  position,  that  the  mere  drawing  of  a  bill  of  exchange 
creates  a  present  debt  from  the  drawer,  is  questioned  by 
Lord  EUenbarough,  in  Storey  v.  Barnes  {d).  Secondly,  the 
replication  de  injurift  is  clearly  good.  [On  this  point  he 
was  stopped  by  the  Court,  who  expressed  a  clear  opinion, 
that,  as  between  the  parties  to  this  record,  the  plea 
amounted  merely  to  matter  of  excuse,  and  therefore  that 
the  replication  was  good.] 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  pronounced  by 

Pabke,  B. — ^The  question  raised  by  the  pleadings  in 
this  case  is,  whether,  if  the  indorsee  of  a  foreign  bill  of 
exchange  has  presented  it  for  acceptance,  and  (acceptance 
having  been  refused)  has  duly  presented  it  and  given  no- 
tice to  the  drawer,  (for  the  defendant,  the  indorser,  is  in 
the  same  situation),  and  so  has  acquired  a  right  of  action 
against  him  by  reason  of  the  non-acceptance,  a  new  right 
of  action  afterwards  accrues  to  him  on  the  subsequent  pre- 
sentment of  the  bill  for  payment,  and  non-payment  accord- 
ing to  its  tenor.  The  plaintiffs,  indeed,  are  not  the  indorsees 
who  presented  the  bill,  but  they  are  averred  to  have  taken 
the  bill  with  notice  of  the  fact  of  presentment  and  diB- 

(a)  3  M.  &  W.  230.  (c)  8  M.  &  W.  673. 

(b)  1  6.  &  D.  22.  (<0  7  East,  440. 
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£reft.  rf  PUm,  honour,  and  therefore  stand  in  the  same  situation,  and 
1842. 

-     are  not  to  be  considered  as  having  a  title  as  innocent  in- 

Wbitbhbao  dorsees;  Dunn  v.  (yKeefe  (a).  The  practical  importance  of 
Walus.  the  point  in  the  present  case  arises  from  the  delay  of  the 
holder  in  bringing  his  action.  The  non-acceptance  and  the 
protest  thereon  occurred  in  September  1834.  The  bill, 
according  to  its  tenor,  would  not  be  payable  till  the  sub- 
sequent month  of  December,  and  this  action  was  com- 
menced in  November  1840;  so  that  if  a  right  of  action 
accrued  in  December  1834,  the  Statute  of  Limitations 
cannot  be  successfuUy  pleaded ;  whereas,  if  there  was  no 
right  of  action  accruing  subsequently  to  the  protest  for 
non-acceptance  in  September  1834,  the  statute  is  a  bar. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  was  contended,  that  al- 
though he  undoubtedly  might  have  brought  an  action 
in  the  month  of  September  1834,  founded  on  the  non- 
acceptance,  yet  it  was  optional  with  him  to  do  so  or  not ; 
that  he  might,  if  he  thought  fit,  waive  that  action,  and 
proceed  merely  on  the  ground  of  the  subsequent  non- 
payment in  December  1834.  For  the  drawer  of  a  bill^ 
it  was  contended,  enters  into  a  double  engagement  with 
the  payee,  and  through  him  with  the  successive  holders 
of  the  bill,  namely,  first,  that  the  drawee  shall  accept 
the  bill  when  regularly  presented  to  him  for  acceptance; 
and  secondly,  that  he  shall  pay  the  bill  when  regularly 
presented  to  him  for  payment.  And  if  this  be  a  correct 
representation  of  the  engagement  entered  into  by  the 
drawer,  the  conclusion  seems  unavoidable,  that  whatever 
right  of  action  the  holder  might  have  acquired  by  the 
non-acceptance,  he  certainly  is  not  precluded  from  sidng  in 
respect  of  the  default  of  payment.  But  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  contract  entered  into  by  the  drawer  ia  not  such  as 
is  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  in  fact  enters 
into  one  contract  only ;  namely,  in  the  case  of  a  bill  made 

(a)  5  M.  &  Selw.  282. 
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payable  after  sights  that  the  drawee  shall^  on  the  bill  being  Buck,  rf  Pkas, 
presented  to  him  in  a  reasonable  time  from  the  date,  '  - 

accept  the  same,  and  having  so  accepted  it,  shall  pay  it  Whitshbad 
when  duly  presented  for  payment  according  to  its  tenor;  Walkbr. 
and  in  the  case  of  a  bill  payable  after  date,  that  the  drawee 
shall  accept  it  if  it  is  presented  to  him  before  the  time  of 
payment,  and  having  so  accepted  it,  shall  pay  it  when  it  is 
in  due  course  presented  for  payment ;  or  if  it  is  not  pre- 
sented for  acceptance  at  all,  then  that  he  shall  pay  it  when 
duly  presented  for  payment. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  in  support  of  his  view  of 
the  law,  relied  mainly  on  some  passages  which  he  cited 
from  the  work  of  Marius  on  Bills  of  Exchange,  some  of 
which  are  adopted  in  Comyns'  Digest,  tit.  "  Merchant,''  (P. 
8)  &  (F.  9).  But  with  respect  to  those  passages,  we  must 
remark  that  the  work  of  Marius,  though  undoubtedly  one 
of  authority  in  its  way,  is  scarcely  to  be  looked  at  as  a 
legal  treatise  on  the  subject  of  bills  of  exchange.  It  is,  as 
its  title  imports,  a  work  giving  good  practical  advice  from 
a  practical  man  to  persons  receiving  and  negotiating  bills 
of  exchange.  The  author  was  a  public  notary,  who  lived 
in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when  questions 
of  mercantile  law  were  much  less  perfectly  understood  than 
they  are  now.  In  some  of  his  notions  he  was  clearly  mis- 
taken ;  as  for  instance,  he  considers  the  holder  of  a  bill 
of  exchange  to  be  in  all  cases  bound  to  present  it  for 
acceptance;  and  it  seems  very  doubtful  whether  he  sup- 
posed the  effect  of  non-acceptance  to  be  anything  more 
than  that  of  rendering  it  incumbent  on  the  drawer  to 
find  better  security  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  holder. 
It  is  not,  however,  absolutely  necessary  to  decide  that 
Marius  is  wrong,  for  he  no  where  lays  down  the  proposi- 
tion now  insisted  on,  namely,  that  after  a  protest  for  non- 
acceptance,  a  second  right  of  action  accrues  to  the  holder 
on  the  non-payment.  He  speaks,  indeed,  of  the  holder 
retaining  the  bill  after  non-acceptance,  and  applying  for 
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Eteh.  if  PU4Uf  payment^  and  suing  on  default  of  payment;  and  this^  as  a 
matter  of  prudence^  may  probably  be  the  wisest  course 
which  a  party  can  pursue.    In  spite  of  the  non-acceptance, 
the  drawer  still  may  pay  the  bill  when  at  maturity^  and 
the  holder  having  by  protest  and  notice  on  non-acceptance  < 
put  jhimself  in  a  condition  to  sue  the  drawer,  may  very 
reasonably,  as  a  matter  of  prudence,  retain  the  bill,  and 
endeavour  to  obtain  payment  when  the  bill  is  at  maturity, 
and  not  involve  himself  in  litigation  until  there  has  been  a 
failure  of  payment  as  well  as  of  acceptance.   It  by  no  means, 
however,  foUows,  because  this  is  spoken  of  as  being,  what 
probably  it  still  is,  the  usual  course,  that  any  second  right 
of  action  arises  on  the  second  default.    For  let  us  consider 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  right  which  the  holder  acquires 
on  the  default  of  the  drawee  to  accept.    It  is  clear  (what- 
ever might  formerly  have  been  considered  on  the  subject), 
that  by  the  non-acceptance,  followed  by  the  protest  and 
notice,  the  holder  acquires  an  inmiediate  right  of  action 
against  the  drawer — a  hght  of  action,  be  it  observed,  not 
in  respect  of  any  special  damage  from  the  non-acceptance, 
but  a  right  of  action  an  the  bUl,  i.  e.  a  right  of  action  to 
recover  the  full  amount  of  the  bill.    The  effect  of  the 
refusal  to  accept  is  (according  to  the  language  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  in  Macarty  v.  Barrow,  as  quoted  by  C.  J. 
WUmotj  in  3  Wils.  16),  that  the  drawee  says  to  the  holder, 
*'  I  will  not  pay  your  bill ;  you  must  go  back  to  the  drawer, 
and  he  must  pay  you.''    The  holder  thus  acquires  by  the 
non-acceptance  the  most  complete  right  of  action  against 
the  drawer  which  the  nature  of  the  case  admits,  and  no 
subsequent  act  or  omission  of  the  drawee  can  give  him  a 
more  extensive  right  against  the  drawer  than  he  has  al- 
ready acquired.    But  further,  on  failure  of  acceptance,  the 
holder  is  bound  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  drawer, 
and  if  he  omits  to  do  so,  he  forfeits  all  right  of  action 
against  him,  not  only  in  respect  of  the  default  of  accept- 
ance, but  also  in  respect  of  the  subsequent  non-payment. 
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Now  it  is  very  difficult  to  reconcile  this  doctrine  with  the  ^^**  rf  PU^^ 


notion  that  a  new  right  of  action  arises  from  the  non-pay- 
ment ;  for  if  that  were  so,  it  conld  hardly  be  that  such  new 
right  of  action  could  be  destroyed  by  the  previous  neglect 
to  give  notice  of  a  matter  unconnected  with  that  out  of 
which  the  second  right  of  action  is  supposed  to  arise.  The 
argument  of  the  plaintiffs  must  be,  that  a  second  right  of 
action  on  the  bill  arises  from  the  default  of  payment  in 
those  cases  only  in  which  the  holder  has  duly  given  notice 
of  the  non-acceptance,  i.  e.,  in  those  cases  only  in  which 
the  holder,  by  the  hypothesis,  must  have  already  acquired 
a  right  of  action  precisely  similar  to  and  co-extensive  with 
that  which  is  thus  supposed  to  vest  in  him  by  the  default 
of  payment.  This  seems  to  us  to  be  a  proposition  so  much 
fraught  with  inconsistency,  and  so  entirely  destitute  of 
principle  and  authority,  that  we  cannot  hold  it  to  be  law. 
It  may  be  added,  that  if  the  law  were  as  is  contended  for 
the  plaintiffs,  this  inconvenience  would  follow,  that  the 
holder  of  a  bill  might  at  the  same  time  be  prosecuting  two 
actions  on  the  same  bill  against  the  same  party,  for  the 
recovery  of  precisely  the  same  sum. 

On  these  grounds  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  must 
be  judgment  for  the  defendant  on  the  demurrers  to  his 
7th  and  9th  pleas.  With  regard  to  the  8th  plea,  we  think 
the  replication  de  injuri&  is  good,  and  judgment  on  that 
plea  will  therefore  be  for  the  plaintiffs. 

Judgment  accordingly. 


1842. 
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yExeh,  of  Phatf 

*"  ^      Whitehead  and  Others^  Assignees  of  Richard  Benbow, 
•^<"»-  31.  a  Bankrupt^  r.  Anderson  and  Others. 

A  notice  of  1  ROVER  for  timber,  alleging  the  possession  by  the 
stoppage  in  plainti£Es  as  assignees,  and  a  conversion  by  the  defendants 
effectual,  must    after  the  bankruptcy. 

tothe*^reon*'  Plcas,  first,  not  guilty;  secondly,  a  denial  of  the  plain- 
imm^Ute^  cus-  *^^®*  posscssion  of  the  goods.  All  points  as  to  any  right 
tody  of  the        of  stoppage  in  transitu  were  to  be  raised  upon  the  first 

goods,  or  to  the         -,  j     , 

principal  whose   and  SCCOnd  plcas. 

ct!^dy,**"t**  ^^  ^^e  trial,  at  the  Liverpool  Spring  Assizes,  1841,  a 

'n?  *  d™*'  h  ^^^^^^*  ^^  found  by  consent  for  the  plaintiffs,  damages 

circumstances,  £2000,  subjcct  to  a  Special  case  for  the  opinion  of  this 

by  the  exercise  Court,  to  be  stated  and  settled  by  a  barrister;  wherein  it 

of  reasonable 

diligence  communicate  it  to  his  servant  in  time  to  prevent  the  delivery  to  the  consignee. 
Therefore,  where  timber  was  sent  from  Quebec,  to  be  delivered  at  Port  Fleetwood  in  Lan- 
cashire, a  notice  of  stoppage  given  to  the  shipowner  at  Montrose,  while  the  goods  were  ^on  * 
their  voyage,  whereupon  he  sent  a  letter  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  captain  at  Fleetwood,  di- 
recting him  to  deliver  the  cargo  to  the  agents  of  the  vendor — was  held  not  to  be  a  sufficient 
notice  of  stoppage  in  transitu. 

The  vessel  arrived  in  port  on  the  8th  of  August,  on  which  day,  before  the  captain  had  re- 
ceived his  owner's  letter,  the  agent  of  the  assignees  of  the  vendee  (who  had  become  bankrupt)  ' 
went  on  board,  and  told  the  captain  he  had  come  to  take  possession  of  the  cargo.     He  went 
into  the  cabin,  into  which  the  ends  of  timber  projected,  and  saw  and  touched  the  timber. 
"When  the  agent  first  stated  that  he  came  to  take  possession,  the  captain  made  no  reply,  but 
subsequently,  at  the  same  interview,  told  him  that  he  would  deliver  him  the  cargo  when  he 
was  satisfied  about  his  freight.     They  then  went  on  shore  together.     Shortly  afterwards  the 
agent  of  the  vendor  came  on  board,  and  served  a  notice  of  stoppage  in  transitu  upon  the  mate, 
who  had  charge  of  the  cargo ;  and  a  few  days  afterwards  received  possession  of  the  cargo  from  ^ 
the  captain : — Held,  that,  under  these  circumstances,  there  was  no  actual  possession  taken  of 
the  goods  by  the  assignees ;  and  that,  as  there  was  no  contract  by  the  capuin  to  hold  the  goods 
■s  their  agent,  the  circumstances  did  not  amount  to  a  conttruciive  possession  of  the  goods  I 
by  them.  ' 

Qusere,  whether  the  act  of  marking,  or  taking  samples,  or  the  like,  without  any  removal 
of  any  part  of  the  goods  from  the  possession  of  the  carrier,  even  though  done  with  the  intention 
of  taking  possession,  will  amount  to  a  cotutruetive  possession,  unless  accompanied  by  circum- 
stances denoting  that  the  carrier  was  intended  to  keep,  and  assented  to  keep,  possession  of  the 
goods  as  the  agent  of  the  vendee. 

Before  the  consignor  knew  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  consignee,  he  bad  sent  three  letters  to 
the  manager  of  a  bank  in  Liverpool,  inclosing  bills  drawn  by  himself  upon  certain  parties,  and 
he  referred  therein  to  the  defendants  as  persons  who  would  settle  any  irregularity  that  might 
occur  respecting  the  acceptances.  These  letters  were  communicated  to  the  defendants,  and 
assented  to  by  them.  Another  letter  to  the  same  party  inclosed  a  bill  drawn  upon  the  con- 
signee for  the  price  of  the  timber  in  question : — Held,  that  the  letters  were  admissible  in  evi- 
dence, and  were  some  evidence  to  shew  an  authority  in  the  defendants  to  stop  the  cargo  in 
transitu. 

The  consignor,  brfore  the  stoppage  in  transitu,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  defendants,  in  which 
he  assumed  that  they  had  stopped  the  cargo,  and  gave  directions  as  to  the  sale  of  it  This 
letter  did  not  reach  the  defendants  until  ^ier  the  stoppage.  Qusere,  whether  it  gave  autho- 
rity to  them  to  stop  the  cargo  at  the  time  of  the  stoppage,  or  amounted  to  a  valid  ratification 
of  that  act. 
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was  agreed  that,  if  the  opinion  of  the  Court  should  be  in  &<?*•  rf  P^^f 
fi&vour  of  the  defendants,  then  the  verdict  so  found  for  the 
phiintiffs  should  be  set  aside,  and  a  verdict  entered  for  the 
defendants;  but  if  the  opinion  of  the  Court  should  be 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  then  that  the  damages  should 
be  subject  to  reduction  according  to  the  finding  of  the 
barrister. 

Richard  Benbow,  before  his  bankruptcy,  was  a  timber 
merchant  at  Liverpool,  and  on  the  12th  of  March,  1840, 
contracted  with  Charles  Birnie,  owner  of  the  ship  Monarch, 
that  the  ship  should  proceed  to  Quebec,  and  there  load  a 
full  cargo  of  timber,  and  should  proceed  therewith  to 
Wyrewater,  otherwise  called  Port  Fleetwood,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  and  deliver  the  same,  on  being  paid  freight 
for  the  timber  at  a  certain  rate.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
the  ship  should  be  consigned  to  Thomas  Benbow,  of 
Wyrewater,  the  brother  of  Richard  Benbow. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1840,  R.  Benbow  contracted  with 
George  Bums  Symes,  a  merchant  at  Quebec,  then  at 
Liverpool,  for  a  cargo  of  timber  for  the  Monarch,  to  be 
shipped  at  Quebec,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  purchaser's 
acceptance  of  the  seller's  draft  at  ninety  days;  and  on  the 
25th  of  June,  the  Monarch  sailed  with  the  cargo.  On 
the  Ist  of  July,  1840,  Symes  wrote  a  letter  to  John 
Chaffers,  the  manager  of  the  Royal  Bank  in  Liverpool, 
with  which  bank  Symes  had  an  account,  inclosing  in  the 
letter  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  him  on  R.  Benbow, 
for  533/.  8s.  6d.,  the  price  of  the  Monarch's  cargo. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1840,  a  fiat  of  bankruptcy  issued 
against  Benbow,  founded  on  an  act  of  bankruptcy  com- 
mitted on  the  26th  of  June,  1840,  and  he  was  duly  de- 
clared a  bankrupt,  and  the  plaintiffs  were,  on  the  8th  of 
July,  1840,  appointed  his  assignees. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  Mr.  Bimie,  the  owner  of  the 
Monarch,  having  heard  some  rumours  affecting  the  credit 
of  R.  Benbow,  wrote  from  Montrose  a  letter  to  the  captain 
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Ejteh.  rf  Pkat,  of  the  Monarch,  stating  the  rumonrs,  and  requesting  the 
captain  to  intimate  to  Thomas  Benbow,  that  before  the 
delivery  of  the  cargo,  he,  T.  Benbow,  must  produce  ap- 
proved security.  The  plaintiiSs  directed  T.  Benbow  to  take 
charge  of  the  cargo  of  the  Monarch  for  the  assignees,  on 
her  arrival  at  Wyrewater.  The  bill  drawn  by  Symes  on 
Benbow  for  the  price  of  the  cargo  was  not  accepted,  and 
has  not  been  paid. 

The  defendants,  who  are  merchants  at  Liverpool,  are 
correspondents  of  Symes,  and  on  the  18th  of  July,  1840, 
dispatched  Richard  Grindley,  one  of  their  clerks,  to  Wyre- 
water, with  instructions  to  go  on  board  the  Monarch  on 
her  arrival  there,  to  serve  the  notice  of  stoppage  in  transitu 
on  the  master.  The  defendants  also  wrote  a  letter  from 
Liverpool,  on  the  18th  of  July,  to  Bimie,  in  consequence 
of  the  receipt  of  which,  Bimie,  on  the  20th  of  July,  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  captain,  apprising  him  of  the  fidlure  of 
Benbow,  and  appointing  Grindley,  or  Mr.  Lewtas,  of 
Garstang,  near  Wyrewater  to  take  charge  of  the  cargo. 

The  Monarch  arrived  at  Wyrewater  between  seven  and 
eight  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening,  the  8th  of  August, 
1840.  As  she  was  entering  the  harbour,  T.  Benbow  saw 
her,  and  having  hailed  the  captain  and  ascertained  her 
name,  took  a  boat  to  go  on  board.  The  vessel  let  go  her 
anchor,  and  he  got  on  board  about  eight  o'clock  f.  h.,  as 
the  crew  were  furling  the  sails.  The  Monarch  was  then 
at  the  usual  anchoring  and  discharging  ground,  opposite  to 
the  Custom-house,  and  then  came  to  anchor  with  a  single 
anchor,  at  the  spot  where  her  cargo  was  subsequently  dis- 
charged ;  but  in  such  a  tide- way  as  there  is  at  Wyrewater, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  vessel  should  be  moored  with  a 
second  anchor,  in  order  to  discharge  in  safety,  and  the 
second  anchor  was  not  in  fact  got  out  until  four  o'clock 
next  morning,  the  9th  of  August,  until  which  time  the 
pilot  remained  on  board  in  charge  of  the  vessel.  Thomas 
Benbow  so  went  on  board  the  Monarch  for  the  purpose  of 
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taking  possession  of  the  cargo^  and  told  the  captain  that  Bxek.  of  PUas, 
the  ship  was  consigned  to  him  by  the  charter-party,  and  ^  ^  ^ 
that  he  had  come  to  take  possession  of  the  cargo.  He  Whitbhbad 
told  the  captain  that  he,  Benbow,  had  got  the  bill  of  Anderson. 
lading;  but  he  did  not  produce  it.  The  captain  invited 
Thomas  Benbow  into  the  cabin.  The  bulkheads  of  the 
cabin  had  been  removed,  as  is  usual  in  timber  vessels,  and 
the  ends  of  the  timber,  part  of  the  caxgo,  projected  into 
the  cabin,  and  Thomas  Benbow  saw  and  touched  them. 
When  Thomas  Benbow  first  stated  that  he  came  to  take 
possession,  the  captain  made  no  reply;  but  he  subse- 
quently, at  the  interview,  told  Thomas  Benbow  that  he 
would  deliver  him  the  cargo  when  he  was  satisfied  about 
the  freight;  and  he  did  not,  at  this  interview,  consent  to 
deliver  immediate  possession,  or  to  waive  his  lien  on  the 
cargo  for  the  fireight.  Thomas  Benbow  offered  to  advance 
the  captain  any  money  he  might  want :  the  captain  said 
he  would  require  money  for  various  purposes,  and  that  he 
expected  a  letter  from  his  owner ;  and  he  then  accompanied 
Thomas  Benbow  ashore.  At  this  time  the  captain  re^ 
ceived  his  owner's  letter  of  the  9th  of  July.  T.  Benbow, 
at  the  same  time,  advanced  him  dK40  on  account  of  freight, 
to  be  applied  by  the  captain  for  the  disbursements  of  the 
ship.  At  this  time  T.  Benbow  had  not  informed  the  cap- 
tain, nor  had  the  captain  any  knowledge,  of  the  bankruptcy 
of  B.  Benbow;  and  this  payment  being  only  a  partial 
satisfaction  on  account  of  the  freight,  did  not  alter  the 
captain's  intention  to  withhold  his  consent  to  deliver  the 
cargo  until  he  was  satisfied  for  the  whole  of  the  freight. 

Grindley,  the  defendant's  clerk,  on  the  same  8th  of 
August,  got  on  board  the  Monarch,  about  half-an-hour 
after  the  captain  had  gone  on  shore  with  T.  Benbow.  He 
there  told  the  mate  that  the  consignees  had  failed,  and 
that  he  had  come  to  prevent  the  cargo  falling  into  their 
hands.  He  then  delivered  to  the  mate  the  notice,  stating 
that  it  was  intended  for  the  stoppage  in  transitu  of  the 
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Exeh.  •/  PUas,  cargo.    Grindlej  then  went  on  shore,  and  delivered  to  the 
'  ^     captain  the  letter  of  the  ship-owner  of  the  20th  of  Jnly, 

Whitehead  whereupon  the  captain  promised  and  consented  to  deliver 
Amdbhom.  the  cargo  to.Grindley.  The  following  day,  the  captain 
tendered  to  T.  Benbow  the  £40  that  he  had  received  from 
him ;  but  the  latter  declined  to  receive  it.  The  cargo  was 
afterwards  entered  at  the  Custom-house  by  Benbow,  and 
the  captain  consented  to  deliver  the  cargo  to  him.  This 
entry,  however,  was  not  acted  on,  and  it  was  subsequently 
entered  by  Grindley,  to  whom  the  captain  again  promised 
to  deliver  it.  Part  of  the  timber  was  afterwards  put  over 
the  ship's  side,  and  delivered  to  Grindley,  Benbow,  who 
was  present,  making  claim  to  and  demanding  possession 
of  it.  The  rest  of  the  cargo  was  also  subsequently  de- 
livered to  Grindley.  The  Monarch  never  moved  from  the 
place  where  she  first  came  to  single  anchor,  and  where 
Benbow  first  got  on  board,  until  after  the  deliveiy  of  the 
cargo  was  completed. 

It  has  been  already  stated,  that  the  defendants  were 
agents  for  Symes;  but  the  extent  of  their  authority  as 
agents  was  disputed.  Part  of  the  evidence  tendered  to  shew 
such  a  general  authority  from  Symes  as  would  warrant 
the  defendants  in  stopping  this  cargo  in  transitu,  con- 
sisted of  letters  written  by  Symes  on  the  27th  of  May, 
the  28th  of  May,  and  the  12th  of  June,  1840,  to  Mr. 
Chaffers,  the  manager  of  the  Boyal  Bank  of  Liverpool, 
which  letters  had  been  received,  communicated  to  the  de- 
fendants, and  had  been  assented  to  by  them,  before  they 
interfered  to  stop  in  transitu,  as  stated  in  the  present  case. 
In  these  three  letters,  which  inclosed  bills  drawn  by 
Symes  on  the  various  parties,  and  which  he  directed 
Chaffers  to  forward  for  acceptance,  he  stated  that  if  any 
irregularity  or  informality  should  occur  respecting  them, 
the  defendants  would  assist  in  getting  them  in  order. 
There  was  also  a  letter  of  the  Ist  of  July,  1840,  written  by 
Symes  to  Chaffers,  in  which  he  inclosed  a  bill  drawn  by 
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him  on  the  bankrapt,  Richard  Benbow^  for  the  amount  of  ^<^*-  rf  P^^f 
the  cargo  in  question^  and  requested  Chaffers  to  get  it  ac-  - 

cepted.  The  admissibility  of  all  these  letters  was  objected  whitehead 
to.  K  these  letters,  or  any  of  them,  are  admissible,  and  Anderson. 
are  any  evidence  to  shew  such  general  authority,  they,  to- 
gether with  the  other  evidence  given,  suffice  to  prove  such 
general  authority;  and  it  must  be  assumed  as  a  fact  in  the 
case,  that  the  defendants  had  authority  from  Symes  to 
stop  this  cargo  in  transitu,  before  they  took  any  steps  for 
that  purpose.  If  these  letters  are  not  any  evidence  to 
prove  such  authority,  then  it  must  be  assumed  that  the 
defendants  had  no  authority  from  Symes  to  stop  this  cargo 
in  transitu,  when  they  interfered  for  that  purpose,  unless 
such  authority  was  conveyed  by  the  letter  next  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1840,  Symes  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
defendants,  in  which  he  assumes  that  they  have  taken  pos- 
session  of  the  cargo,  and  sold  it  on  his  account.  This 
letter  was  posted  on  the  24th  of  July,  1840,  and  received 
by  the  defendants  in  Liverpool  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1840.  If  this  letter  could  give  the  defendants  authority 
from  Symes  to  stop  this  cargo  in  transitu,  at  the  time  they 
interfered  for  that  purpose,  it  must  be  taken  that  they 
then  had  such  authority.  If  this  effect  cannot  be  legally 
attributed  to  this  letter,  Symes  by  it  ratified  and  confirmed 
all  that  was  done  by  the  defendants  to  stop  this  cargo  in 
transitu,  and  take  possession  of  it. 

If  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  recover,  the  verdict  is  to  be  entered  for  them, 
damages  £460;  but  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  defendants,  then  the  verdict  found  for  the 
plaintiffs  is  to  be  set  aside,  and  a  verdict  entered  for  the 
defendants. 

The  case  was  argued  at  the  sittings  after  last  Michaelmas 
Term,  (Nov.  27),  by 
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Extk.  ^  pim#,       Crmnptan^  for  the  plaintiffs. — First,  the  notice  given  by 
*  ^    the  defendants  to  Bimie,  the  ship-owner,  by  the  lett^  of  the 
Whitehead    18th  of  Jnly,  did  not  amount  to  a  stoppage  in  transitn,  not 


«. 


▲ndbkmii.  being  directed  to  the  party  who  had  possession  of  the  goods, 
and  conld  act  upon  it.  Could  a  notice  given  to  an  owner, 
residing  in  Canada  or  the  East  Indies,  operate  to  stop  in 
transitu  goods  on  their  way  to  England?  To  have  that  eeffct, 
it  ought  to  be  given  to  the  captain,  or  at  all  events  to  the 
owner  within  such  reasonable  time  and  distance  that  he  may 
communicate  with  the  captain.  \PaTke^  B. — Suppose  it 
were  a  case  of  carriage  by  land;  would  a  notice  to  Pickford's 
in  London  be  sufficient,  or  must  it  be  given  to  the  carrier  on 
the  road  ?]  A  notice  to  them  might  be  sufficient,  if  given  in 
time  for  them  to  write  and  stop  the  goods.  The  test  is,  whe- 
ther the  party  receiving  the  notice  would  be  liable  in  trover 
as  for  a  conversion  by  non-delivery  of  the  goods  pursuant  to 
the  notice.  {Parkej  B. — Then,  in  the  case  of  a  ship  at  sea, 
there  must  always  be  a  sort  of  race,  and  the  vendor  must 
take  the  chance  of  the  consignee's  first  reaching  the  port  of 
disdiarge.]  The  notice  ought  surely  to  be  given  to  the 
person  who  can  act  upon  it  at  the  time :  otherwise  parties 
may  have  assumed  the  possession,  and  acted  as  owners  of  the 
goods,  and  their  rights  may  afterwards  be  devested  by  a  com- 
munication coming  from  the  owner  abroad,  of  a  notice  of 
stoppage  given  to  him.  The  rule  of  law  used  to  be,  that  a 
stoppage  in  transitu  could  be  effected  only  by  the  corporal 
touch  of  the  goods,  but  that  undoubtedly  is  now  otherwise : 
IMt  V.  Cowley  {a).  But  in  that  case  trover  would  have 
lain  against  the  carrier  for  not  delivering  the  goods  accord- 
ingly i  but  not  so  here,  unless  laches  were  shewn,  or  it 
appeared  that  the  ship-owner  could  have  acted  on  the  notice 
in  time.  If  the  defendants  had  gone  to  him  at  Montrose, 
and  there  demanded  the  goods,  his  refusal  to  deliver  them 
would  clearly  not  have  amounted  to  a  conversion, 
(a)  7  Taunt.  169. 
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Secondly,  the  goods  came  to  the  possession  of  the  as-  ^Bxch.  of  PUat^ 


1842. 


signees  on  the  8th  Augast,  before  any  act  of  stoppage  in 
transitu.  On  that  day  their  agent  went  on  board,  declar-  Whiteh»ad 
ing  his  intention  to  take  possession,  and  had  actual  corporal  Amdbmom. 
touch  of  the  goods ;  and  the  captain  agreed  to  hold  the 
goods  for  them,  and  attorned  to  their  title,  for  he  pro- 
mised to  deliver  them  on  payment  of  certain  freight,  which 
was  afterwards  paid  accordingly.  He  became  thencefor- 
ward the  agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  to  hold  the  goods  for 
them.  In  Crawshay  v.  Ecides  (a),  which  may  be  cited  for  the 
defendants,  the  carrier  had  not  delivered  the  property  to 
the  consignee,  nor  agreed  to  hold  it  for  him,  but  expressly 
retained  it  by  way  of  lien  for  his  freight.  There  was  in 
that  case  nothing  to  amount  to  an  attornment  by  the  bailee 
in  possession  of  the  goods.  In  Hawes  v.  Watson  {b),  it  was 
held,  that  an  attornment  by  a  warehouseman  to  the  title  of 
the  vendee,  subject  to  the  payment  of  warehouse  rent  and 
charges,  put  an  end  to  the  right  of  stoppage.  So  in  Gos^ 
Ufiff  V.  Bimie  (c),  where  a  wharfinger  had  agreed  to  hold 
timber  on  his  wharf  for  the  plaintiff,  a  vendee,  he  was  held 
liable  in  trover  for  the  value,  notwithstanding  his  claim  for 
whar&ge.  These  cases  shew  that  the  continuance  of  the 
carrier's  lien  does  not  prevent  the  determination  of  the 
right  of  stoppage  in  transitu.  Allan  v.  Gripper  {d)  and 
Bowe  V.  PicJ^ard  {e)  are  authorities  to  the  same  effect.  K 
it  were  otherwise,  the  right  of  stoppage  never  would  be 
gone  in  cases  where  the  goods  are  held  by  warehousemen 
•  or  wharfingers  as  agents  for  the  vendee,  for  in  all  such  cases 
there  is  an  existing  lien.  Then,  as  to  the  mode  of  taking 
possession,  EUis  v.  Hunt  (/)  is  an  authority  to  shew  that  it 
was  sufficient  in  this  case.  There  possession  taken  by  the 
consignee's  putting  his  mark  upon  the  goods  in  the  carrier's 
warehouse  was  held  sufficient.  The  present  case  is  stronger ; 

(o)  1  B.  &  Cr.  181 ;  2  D.  &  R.  228.  (<f)  2  C.  &  J.  218. 

(6)  2  B.  &  Cr.  540;  4  D.  &  R.  22.  \e)  8  Taunt.  83. 

(c)  7  Bing.  339  J  6  M.  &  P.  160.  (/)  3  T.  R.  464. 
▼OL.  IX.                                         N  N  M.  W. 
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Bxek.  of  PUoi,  here  the  plaintiffs,  by  their  agent,  had  actual  touch  of 
^  '  .  the  goods,  and  had  the  carrier's  assent  to  hold  for  them. 
More  could  not  have  been  done ;  for  the  goods  were  to  be 
delivered  afloat.  In  Jackson  y.  Ntchol  (a),  where  the  right 
of  stoppage  was  held  to  be  undetermined,  there  was  a  mere 
demand  by  the  vendee,  without  any  delivery;  and  the  holder 
had  refused  to  deliver  the  goods.  Here  they  had  come  to 
their  ultimate  destination,  and  the  captain  had  agreed  to 
hold  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiffs :  and  all  that 
was  afterwards  done  by  Grindley  on  behalf  of  the  vendors, 
could  not  affect  the  previous  transaction  of  the  8th  of 
August. 

But,  thirdly,  the  defendants  had  no  sufficient  authority 
to  stop  the  goods  in  transitu.  The  letters  prove  no  prior 
authority,  and  a  subsequent  ratification  is  not  sufficient  for 
such  a  purpose.  [The  learned  counsel  read  the  letters 
stated  in  the  case.]  The  letter  from  Symes  of  the  24th 
July,  although  written  before  the  stoppage,  was  not  com- 
municated to  the  defendants  until  after  that  event,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  considered  as  having  authorized  them 
to  stop  the  cargo.  [Alderson,  B. — Can  you  say  the  letters 
are  not  some  evidence  towards  proving  a  general  authority? 
and  if  they  are,  the  fact  is  found  that  the  defendants  had 
such  authority.]  It  is  submitted  that  they  are  not  evi- 
dence at  all.  The  other  letters  refer  to  other  transactions, 
and  have  no  relevancy  to  this  issue.  They  amount  at  most 
to  evidence  of  a  special  authority  to  interfere  with  respect 
to  the  bills  mentioned  in  them.  And  with  respect  to  that 
of  the  24th  July,  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  subsequent 
ratification  of  the  defendant's  act,  which  is  not  sufficient. 
In  NichoUs  v.  Le  Feuvre  (i),  the  Court  appeared  to  doubt 
whether  a  stoppage  in  transitu,  made  by  an  unauthorized 
party,  could  afterwards  be  ratified.  See  also  Siffkin  v. 
Wray  (c).    A  subsequent  ratification  cannot  be  equivalent 

(a)  5  Bing.  N.  C.  508 ;  7  Scott,  577.  (b)  2  Bing.  N.  C.  81. 

(c)6Eaat,371. 
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to  a  preyions  aathority,  where  the  rights  or  estates  of  third  ^«?*-  rf  ^'"t, 
parties  are  to  be  affected  thereby.    In  this  case,  if  it  were  ^  '  ^ 

sufficient,  the  captain  would  be  made  a  wrongdoer  by  re-  Whiibhbad 
lation,  and  the  assignees  would  be  left  in  an  uncertainty  Amdemom. 
whether  they  had  a  right  to  the  possession  or  not.  On  the 
same  principle,  a  recognition  of  a  notice  to  quit,  given  by  an 
authorized  person  after  it  has  begun  to  run,  is  ineffectual* 
Bight  y.  CutheU{a)i  Doe  d.  Mann  v.  WdUers  (i).  The 
law  is  laid  down  in  accoidance  with  this  distinction  in 
Story  on  Agency,  208,  209 ;  and  Pale/s  Principal  and 
Agent,  845,  846,  (3rd  Edit) 

OressweU,  for  the  defendants. — ^In  the  first  place,  the  let- 
ters are  amply  sufficient  to  shew  an  authority  given  to  the 
defendants  to  exercise  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  on 
behalf  of  the  vendors.  They  are  obviously  the  same  for 
this  purpose  as  if  they  had  been  addressed  to  the  defend- 
ants themselves,  having  been  communicated  to  and  as- 
sented to  by  them.  They  are  not  merely  admissibky  but 
the  best  evidence  for  the  purpose;  and  they  clearly  tend  to 
shew  a  general  authority  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  vendors, 
in  all  cases  with  relation  to  unpaid  biUs  which  should 
render  such  interference  necessary.  And  the  finding  in 
the  case  is  express,  that  if  the  letters  are  admissible,  and 
are  any  evidence  to  shew  such  general  authority,  they  suf- 
fice, with  the  other  evidence  in  the  case,  to  prove  it.  But 
further,  the  letter  of  the  24th  July,  which  was  written  be- 
fore the  stoppage,  is  no  mere  act  of  ratification;  it  pro- 
fesses to  eofrfer  an  authority,  and  takes  effect  firom  its  date. 
It  is  in  this  respect  like  a  power  of  attorney,  which  would 
become  operative  from  the  period  of  its  execution  and  de- 
livery, though  it  might  not  come  into  the  agent's  hands 
until  after  he  had  done  the  act  authorized  by  it.  But 
even  if  this  be  not  so,  it  is  good  as  a  ratification  of  the  acts 

(a)  5  East,  491.  (6)  10  B.  &  Cr.  626 ;  5  Man.  &  R.  357. 
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Exeh.  of  PUat,  of  the  defendants.  This  case  differs  essentially  fit>m  those 
^  ^  '  ^  which  have  been  cited,  of  unauthorized  notices  to  quit 
Whitbhxad  afterwards  ratified.  There  a  party  is  called  upon  to  give 
Anob&son.  up  a  right,  or  his  position  is  sought  to  be  altered,  by  force 
of  a  document  which,  at  the  time,  gives  him  no  counter- 
vailing protection,  for  the  tenant  would  remain  liable  to 
the  rent,  notwithstanding  the  receipt  of  the  unauthorized 
notice.  The  same  doctrine  may  perhaps  apply  as  between 
the  principal  and  the  carrier,  with  relation  to  the  stoppage 
of  goods  in  transitu ;  and  if  this  were  an  action  by  the 
vendees  against  the  carrier  for  delivering  the  goods  to  the 
buyers  notwithstanding  this  notice,  it  might  not  be  suffi- 
cient ;  but  the  case  is  different  as  between  these  parties. 
In  Bailey  v.  Cuhertoett  (a),  the  general  doctrine,  that  the 
ratification  of  an  act  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  party  is 
equivalent  to  a  previous  authority,  was  distinctly  recog- 
nised, and  has  never  been  disputed,  except  in  the  instances 
falling  within  the  principle  stated  in  Eiffht  v.  CutheU. 
The  same  law  is  broadly  laid  down  in  Whitehead  v. 
Tayl&r  (A). 

Secondly,  there  was  in  fact  a  sufficient  stoppage  in 
transitu.  According  to  lAit  v.  Cowley,  the  letter  to  Bimie 
of  the  18th  July,  if  not  per  se,  yet  coupled  with  his  conse- 
quent letter  to  the  captain,  was  a  sufficient  exercise  of  the 
right  of  stoppage.  In  lAtt  v.  Cowley,  the  goods  were  de- 
livered to  Pickford  &  Co.  at  Manchester;  before  they  ar- 
rived at  London,  notice  of  stoppage  was  served  on  Pickford 
&  Co.  in  Manchester;  and  that  was  held  sufficient.  It  is 
said  the  notice  in  this  case  was  insufficient,  because  it  did 
not  come  to  the  hands  of  the  captain  in  time,  and  he  did 
not  act  upon  it :  the  same  fact  existed,  and  the  same  argu- 
ment might  have  been  used,  in  the  case  of  IMt  v.  Cowley. 
Bimie,  who  is  the  carrier,  assents  to  stop  the  goods,  and 
communicates  that  intention  to  the  master,  who  then  has 

(a)  8  B.  &  Cr.  448 ;  2  Man.  &  R.  564. 
(6)  10Ad.&£U.210;  2P.&D.367. 
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the  goods  in  his  possessioii,  as  his  servant    That  is  a  suf-  Bxek.  of  PUat^ 
ficient  act  of  stoppage.  '  - 

Thirdly,  there  was  no  such  previous  delivery  of  the  Whitbhbad 
cargo  as  could  defeat  the  right  of  stoppage  in  transitu  on  Anderson. 
the  8th  August.  The  voyage  was  not  ended  at  the  time 
when  the  agent  of  the  assignees  came  on  hoard,  for  the 
ship  was  not  so  moored  as  to  be  ready  for  the  delivery  of 
the  cargo.  And  it  clearly  never  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  parties  that  the  ship  should  be  the  warehouse  of  the 
purchaser  for  the  deposit  of  the  goods.  There  is  no  agree- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  captain  to  give  up  the  goods  on 
board  the  s/dp,  but  only  that  the  assignees  should  receive 
them  afloat,  at  the  usual  place  of  mooring.  The  question 
then  comes  to  this,  was  there  an  intention  to  deliver  the 
cargo,  or  a  delivery  in  fact  ?  In  Crawehay  v.  Eades,  the 
delivery  on  the  wharf  would  primft  facie  have  appeared  to 
be  a  delivery  to  the  purchaser;  but  the  Court  held  that  it 
could  not  be  so  construed,  because  there  the  party  could 
not  have  intended  to  part  with  his  lien.  So,  the  purchaser's 
act  of  marking  the  goods  does  not  of  itself  import  a  deli- 
very. [Parke,  B. — ^No,  the  question  is  quo  animo  the  act 
is  done.  My  notion  has  always  been,  that  the  question  is 
whether  the  consignee  has  taken  possession,  not  whether 
the  captain  has  intended  to  deliver  it.]  Suppose  he  re- 
fuses to  deliver,  can  the  consignee  take  possession  in  invi- 
tum  ?  [Parke,  B. — ^Yes,  subject  to  his  lien.  In  Ellis  v. 
Hunt  and  Bowe  v.  Pic^ford,  there  was  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  carrier  to  deliver,  so  as  to  devest  his  lien.]  But 
there  was  no  intention  to  withhold  the  possession — no 
adverse  demand  of  lien.  Those  cases  proceeded  on  the 
ground  of  the  place  being  treated  as  the  warehouse  of  the 
purchaser,  and  the  contemplated  end  of  the  transitus.  But 
further,  here  there  was  no  actual  delivery  or  taking  pos- 
session of  the  goods.  There  was  no  assent  to  their  imme- 
diate delivery,  nor  is  it  said  that  the  agent  touched  them 
with  intent  thereby  to  take  possession  -,  his  doing  so  might 
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Exek.  of  Pleat,  be  merely  accidental.  There  was  no  such  taking  possession 
as  would  have  imposed  upon  the  assignees  the  duty  of 
taking  the  cargo  out  of  the  vessel.  The  cases  as  to  an  o/- 
iomment  are  of  quite  a  different  character,  and  amount  to 
this  only,  that,  as  between  the  warehouseman  and  a  second 
purchaser,  the  former  is  estopped  by  the  entry  and  transfer 
in  his  books;  such  are  Hatoes  y.  Watson  and  GosUmgY. 
Birfde :  but  in  such  cases  the  rights  of  the  original  vendor 
remain  unaffected.  A  symbolical  taking  of  possession  can- 
not be  made  operative,  and  equivalent  to  actual  possession, 
without  the  consent  of  both  parties.  Suppose  the  captain 
had  received  authority  to  stop  in  transitu,  could  this  trans- 
action have  prevented  it?  It  clearly  amounts  to  no  more 
than  evidence  of  possession,  which  is  rebutted  by  the  other 
circumstance  of  the  case.  Dixon  v.  Yates  (a)  shews  that 
the  whole  question,  whether  there  has  been  a  delivery  or 
not,  depends  on  the  intention  of  the  parties.  Here  the 
captain  shews  his  intention,  by  refusing  to  deliver  till  the 
freight  is  paid ;  he  merely  promises  to  deliver  in  future, 
on  being  satisfied  as  to  the  freight,  and  enters  into  no  en- 
gagement to  hold  for  the  vendees  in  the  meantime, 

Cromptony  in  reply. — First,  no  sufficient  authority  in  the 
defendants  is  found  for  the  Court  to  act  upon  it.  [jnarke, 
B.— Surely  every  evidence  of  a  special  is  evidence  of  a 
general  authority.  Abterson,  B. — The  letters  are  not  ad- 
missible, because  not  relevant,  otherwise  than  as  shewing 
a  general  authority;  but  surely  they  are  some  evidence  of 
that.]  The  letter  of  the  24th  July  could  give  no  authority, 
except  from  the  time  when  it  was  received.  {Alderson,  B. 
— That  question  is  material  only  in  case  the  other  letters 
are  inadmissible;  and  the  Court  have  little  doubt  that 
they  are  admissible.] 

Secondly,  the  letter  to  Bimie,  even  coupled  with  his 

(a)  5B.&AdoLS13. 
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letter  thereupon  to  tlie  captain,  was  no  sufficient  stoppage  Exeh.  ^  PUag, 
in  transitu.    Bimie  never  communicated  his  assent  to  the  ' 

defendants.  No  doubt,  his  letter  to  the  captain  would 
have  been  a  sufficient  authority  to  him  to  stop,  if  he  had 
received  it  before  the  8th  of  August.  Those  letters  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  evidence  to  make  Bimie  liable  in 
trover,  if  the  captain  had  delivered  the  goods  to  the  assig- 
nees. In  IMt  V.  Cowley y  the  facts  established  that  the 
carriers  had  the  immediate  power  of  doing  the  act  neces- 
sary to  the  stoppage. 

Thirdly,  there  was  a  sufficient  taking  of  possession  by 
the  assignees.  It  is  argued  that  there  was  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  captain  to  deliver;  but  that  was  imma- 
terial. What  it  is  necessary  to  prove  is,  either  that  ac- 
tud  possession  has  been  taken,  or  that  the  master  has 
become  the  agent  of  the  vendee,  to  hold  for  him;  and  in 
this  case  there  was  evidence  of  such  agency.  It  is  strictly 
a  case  of  estoppel,  by  attornment  of  the  master  to  the  title 
of  the  assignees. 

Cur.  adv.  vult 


The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 


Parke,  B. — ^The  question  for  our  decision  in  this  case 
is,  whether  the  unpaid  vendor  of  a  cargo  of  timber  legally 
stopped  it  in  transitu  before  the  transitus  was  at  an  end. 

The  material  facts  may  be  stated  in  a  few  words.— Ben- 
bow,  a  merchant  in  Liverpool,  ordered  a  cargo  of  timber 
of  Symes,  a  merchant  at  Quebec,  which  was  dispatched 
from  thence  on  board  a  ship  belonging  to  Bimie,  of  Mont- 
rose, chartered  by  fienbow.  The  timber  was  deliverable  at 
the  port  of  Fleetwood,  in  Lancashire.  The  price  was  not 
paid;  and,  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  England, 
Benbow  became  bankrupt;  thereupon  the  defendants, 
who  were  the  correspondents  of  the  vendor,  gave,  on  the 
18th  of  July,  to  Bimie,  the  owner,  at  Montrose,  a  notice 
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Bgeh.  of  Pkat,  of  stoppage  in  transitu,  on  behalf  of  the  vendor ;  an^ 
w  ^'  .  Bimie,  on  the  20th,  wrote  to  the  captain,  directing  him  J 
Whitehbad  to  hold  the  cargo  at  the  disposal  of  the  defendants'  agents, 
AvDBMON.  and  sent  the  letter  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at 
Fleetwood.  On  the  8th  of  August,  the  captain  arrived 
there  with  the  vessel  and  cargo;  but,  on  that  evening, 
and  before  the  receipt  of  the  letter  by  the  captain  firom 
his  employer,  an  agent  of  the  assignees  of  Benbow  went 
on  board  to  take  possession  of  the  cargo,  and  had  a  com 
munication  with  the  captain  on  the  subject,  and  did  certain 
acts  on  board,  which  are  stated  in  the  special  case.  The 
captain  went  on  shore  with  the  agent  of  the  assignees,  and 
soon  after,  on  the  same  evening,  the  defendants'  agent 
went  on  board  the  vessel,  and  delivered  a  notice  of  stop- 
page in  transitu  to  the  mate,  who  was  left  in  charge  of 
the  cargo.  Afterwards,  the  defendants  got  the  actual 
possession  of  the  cargo,  and  the  plaintiffs,  the  assignees  of 
Benbow,  bring  this  action  to  recover  it. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  first  question  is,  whether  the 
notice  given  by  the  defendants  to  Bimie,  on  the  18th 
July,  was  a  sufficient  stoppage  in  transitu ;  for  if  it  was, 
the  alleged  taking  possession  of  the  cargo  by  the  agent  of 
the  assignees  of  the  purchaser  was  too  late.  We  thi^ik  it 
was  not 

It  being  admitted  by  the  plaintiffs  that  a  notice  to  the 
carrier,  on  the  part  of  the  unpaid  vendor,  is  generally  a 
sufficient  stoppage  in  transitu,  two  objections  were  taken 
to  this  notice;  the  one,  that  the  defendants,  the  corre- 
spondents of  the  vendor,  were  not  authorized  by  him  to 
give  it,  (and  the  same  objection  applies  to  every  other  act 
of  the  defendants  which  is  put  forward  as  a  stoppage  in 
transitu) :  and  the  other  objection  is,  that  the  notice  to 
the  ship-owner,  who  had  not  himself  personally  the  custody] 
of  the  goods,  was,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  casCj 
insufficient. 

Whether  the  defendants  had  authority  to  make  a  stop- 
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page  in  transitu  for  the  vendor^  turns  upon  tins  point.  Sgek.  of  PUt, 
Certain  letters  were  offered  in  evidenoej  written  and  sent 
by  Symes  at  a  prior  time  firom  Quebec  to  a  Mr.  Chaffers^ 
the  manager  of  a  bank  at  Liverpool,  aU  referring  to  the 
defendants  as  persons  who  were  to  act  for  Symes  in  case 
any  difficulty  should  arise,  with  respect  to  different  bills 
of  exchange  mentioned  in  those  letters,  or  to  any  others, 
(amongst  which  latter  was  a  bill  drawn  by  Symes  in  &your 
of  Chaffers,  on  account  of  the  very  cargo  of  timber  in 
question).    All  these  letters  had  been  communicated  to 
and   assented  to  by  the  defendants,  before  they  inter- 
fered ;  and  the  special  case,  in  which  the  facts  were  found 
by  an  arbitrator,  states,  that  if  those  letters,  or  any  of 
them,  were  admissible  to  shew  such  a  general  authority 
as  would  warrant  a  stoppage  in  transitu,  they,  together 
with  other  evidence  in  the  cause,  were,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  arbitrator,  sufficient  to  prove  it;   and  it  must  be 
assumed  as  a  fact,  that  there  was  such  an  authority.     We 
have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  the  appointment  of  the 
defendants  by  Symes  to  act  for  him,  with  respect  to  other 
dishonoured  bills,  and  particularly  the  bill  for  the  cargo 
in  question,  is  some  evidence  of  a  general  authority  to.  act 
for  him,  or<  at  least  of  an  authority  to  take  such  steps  as 
they  should  think  fit  for  the  purpose  of  securing  those 
bills;  and,  by  implication,  an  authority  to  stop  the  cargo, 
for  the  price  of  which  one  of  the  biUs  was  drawn.    And  if 
it  be  any  evidence,  the  mode  of  stating  the  special  case 
precludes  any  question  (if  there  were  any)   as  to  its 
weight. 

There  is  no  doubt,  therefore,  of  the  authority  of  the 
defendants  to  make  a  stoppage  in  transitu. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  notice  to  Bimie,  the 
ship-owner,  living  at  Montrose,  given  on  the  20th  July,  is 
such  a  stoppage  of  the  cargo  then  being  on  the  high  seas 
on  its  passage  to  Fleetwood.  We  think  it  was  not :  but 
to  make  a  notice  effective  as  a  stoppage  in  transitu,  it 
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EmK  of  PUoi,  must  be  giyen  to  the  person  who  has  the  immediate  cqs- 
^  ^  ^  tody  of  the  goods ;  or  if  given  to  the  principal^  whose  ser- 
Wbitbhbad  yant  has  the  custody,  it  must  be  given,  as  it  was  in  the 
Ahdbrmw.  case  of  LUt  v.  Cowley  {a),  at  such  a  time,  and  under  such 
circumstances,  that  the  principal,  by  the  exercise  of  rea- 
sonable diligence,  may  communicate  it  to  his  servant  in 
time  to  prevent  the  delivery  to  the  consignee ;  and  to  hold 
that  a  notice  to  a  principal  at  a  distance  is  sufficient  to 
revest  the  property  in  the  unpaid  vendor,  and  render  the 
principal  liable  in  trover  for  a  subsequent  delivery  by  hia 
servants  to  the  vendee,  when  it  was  impossible,  firom  the 
distance  and  want  of  means  of  communication,  to  prevent 
that  delivery,  would  be  the  height  of  iajustice.  The  only 
duty  that  can  be  imposed  on  the  absent  principal  is,  to 
use  reasonable  diligence  to  prevent  the  delivery;  and  in 
the  present  case  such  diligence  was  used. 

The  case,  therefore,  is  resolved  into  this  question,  whe- 
ther the  drcumstanoes  which  occurred  on « the  evening  of 
the  8th  August,  when  the  agent  of  the  assignees  went  on 
board,  amounted  to  a  taking  possession,  so  as  to  determine 
the  right  to  stop  in  transitu. 

The  law  in  clearly  settled,  that  the  unpaid  vendor  has  a 
right  to  retake  the  goods  before  they  have  arrived  at  the 
destination  originally  contemplated  by  the  purchaser,  un- 
less in  the  meantime  they  have  come  to  the  actual  or  con- 
structive possession  of  the  vendee.  If  the  vendee  take 
them  out  qf  the  possession  of  the  carrier  into  his  own 
before  their  arrival,  with  or  without  the  consent  of  the 
carrier,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  transit  would 
be  at  end :  though,  in  the  case  of  the  absence  of  the  car- 
rier's consent,  it  may  be  a  wrong  to  him,  for  which  he 
would  have  a  right  of  action.  This  is  a  case  of  actual 
possession,  which  certainly  did  not  occur  in  the  present 
instance.    A  case  of  constructive  possession  is,  where  the 

(a)  7  Taunt  169. 
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carrier  enters  expressly,  or  by  impKcation,  into  a  new  &«*•  rf  i^<M^ 
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agreement^  distinct  firom  tlie  original  contract  for  carriage, 
to  hold  the  goods  for  the  consignee  as  his  agent,  not  for    Whitbhbad 
the  purpose  of  expediting  them  to  the  place  of  original    AnDBiiMm. 
destination,  pursuant  to  that  contract,  but  in  a  new  cha- 
racter, for  the  purpose  of  custody  on  his  account,  and  sub* 
ject  to  some  new  or  further  order  to  be  given  to  him. 

It  appears  to  us  to  be  very  doubtful,  whether  an  act  of 
marking  or  taldng  samples,  or  the  like,  without  any  re- 
moval firom  the  possession  of  the  carrier,  so  as  though 
done  with  the  intention  to  take  possession,  would  amount 
to  a  constructive  possession,  unless  accompanied  with  such 
circumstances  as  to  denote  that  the  carrier  was  intended 
to  keep,  and  assented  to  keep,  the  goods  in  the  nature  of 
an  agent  finr  custody.  In  the  case  o{  Foster  v.  Drampion  (a), 
it  is  dear  l^at  there  were  such  circumstances ;  whether  in 
that  of  Ellis  v.  Hunt  {b)  is  doubtful;  but  it  is  unnecessary 
to  determine  this  point,  as  there  is  no  finding  in  this  case 
even  of  any  act  done  to  the  timber  triih  intent  to  take 
possession.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  the  agent  of  the  as- 
signees touched  the  timber,  but  whether  by  accident  or 
design  is  not  stated.  There  being  then  no  such  act  of 
ownership,  it  seems  to  us  that  unless,  by  contract  with  the 
captain,  express  or  implied,  the  relation  in  which  he  stood 
before,  as  a  mere  instrument  of  conveyance  to  an  appointed 
place  of  destination,  was  altered,  and  he  became  the  agent 
of  the  consignee  for  a  new  purpose,  there  was  no  con- 
structive possession  on  the  part  of  the  vendee. 

There  is  no  proof  of  any  such  contract.  A  promise  by 
the  captain  to  the  agent  of  the  assignees  is  stated,  but  it  is 
no  more  than  a  promise,  without  a  new  consideration,  to 
fulfil  the  original  contract,  and  deliver  in  due  course  to  the 
consignee,  on  payment  of  freight,  which  leaves  the  captain 
in  the  same  situation  as  before;  after  the  agreement  he 

(a)  6  a  &  C.  107;  0  D.  &  R.  108.  (b)  7  T.R.46. 
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BMek.qfPiea$,  remained  a  mere  agent  for  expediting  the  cargo  to  its 
original  destination. 

We  therefore  think  that  the  transaction  on  the  8th 
August  did  not  amount  to  a  constructive  possession  by  the 
vendees,  and  therefore  the  d^ni^ts  are  entitled  to  our 
judgment.  . 

Judgment  for  the  "keFendiants. 
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Whitehead 

9. 
AUDBEflON. 


/on.  31. 

The  sheriff  or 
other  inferior 
Judge  to  whom 
m  writ  of  trial  is 
directed  out  of 


ElSLET  t;.  ElBBT. 

JlEARSON  had  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  a 
suggestion  should  not  be  entered  on  the  record^  in  order 
to  give  the  defendants  costs,  under  the  Tower  Hamlets 
ht?iJ^uA^t'*  ^'"^  ^^  Requests  Act,  28  Geo.  2,  c.  80  (a).    It  appeared 

to  certify,  under 

the  Tower  Hamlets  Court  of  Requests  Act,  28  Geo.  2,  c  80,  s.  8,  that  there  was  a  probable 

and  reasonable  cause  of  action  for  40«.  or  more. 

A  party  who  sues  in  a  superior  court  a  defendant  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Tower  Hamlets  Court  of  Requests  Act,  for  a  debt  being  the  balance  of  account  on  a  demand 
originally  exceeding  £6^  but  reduced  below  that  amount  by  payments  before  action  brought, 
is  not  liable  to  costs,  though  he  recover  less  than  40t. 


(a)  Sect  7  whereof  enacts, 
"  that  if  in  any  action  of  debt,  or 
action  on  the  case  upon  an  as- 
sumpsit, for  recovery  of  any  debt 
to  be  sued  or  prosecuted  against 
any  person  or  persons  aforesaid, 
in  any  of  the  King's  Courts  at 
Westminster,  or  elsewhere  out  of 
the  said  Court  of  Requests,  it  shall 
appear  to  a  judge  of  the  Court 
where  such  action  shall  be  sued  or 
prosecuted,  that  the  debt  to  be 
recovered  by  the  plaintiff  in  such 
action  doth  not  amount  to  the  sum 
of  40f.,  and  the  defendant  in  such 
action  shall  duly  prove  by  suffi- 
cient testimony,  to  be  allowed  by 
the  judge  or  judges  of  the  said 
Court  where  such  action  shall  de- 


pend, that  at  the  time  of  com- 
mencing such  action  such  defend- 
ant was  resident  within  the  district 
thereinbefore  described,  and  was 
liable  to  be  warned  or  summoned 
before  the  said  Court  of  Requests 
for  such  debt;  then  and  in  such 
case  the  said  judge  or  judges 
shall  not  allow  to  the  said  plaintiff 
any  costs  of  suit,  but  shall  award 
that  the  said  plaintiff  shall  pay  so 
much  ordinary  costs  to  the  party 
defendant  as  such  defendant  shall 
justly  prove,  before  the  said  judge 
or  judges,  it  hath  truly  cost  him  in 
the  defence  of  the  said  suit 

Sect  8  provides,  that  where  the 
plaintiff  shall,  upon  any  action 
brought   in    any  of  the    King's 
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jfrom  the  affidavits^  that  the  action  was  by  the  indorsee  ^*^\^^J^^* 
against  the  drawer  of  a  bill  of  exchange  for  17/.  13«.  Id.^ 
but  by  the  particulars  the  plaintiff  claimed  only  a  balance 
of  8/.  15^.^  principal  and  interest^  giving  credit  for  £11 
paid  in  respect  of  the  bill.  The  bill  itself^  when  produced 
on  the  trials  which  took  place  before  the  Secondary  of 
London,  under  a  writ  of  trial,  bore  an  indorsement  in  the 
plaintiff's  handwriting,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  £7. 
It  was  proved  that  the  defendant  resided  within  the  dis- 
trict comprised  in  the  Court  of  Bequests  Act,  and  was 
liable  to  be  summoned  to  that  Court.  The  Secondary  left 
it  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  this  was  a  payment  in  addi- 
tion to  the  £11 ;  they  thought  it  was,  and  gave  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  for  1/.  15*.  only.  The  Secondary  certified, 
under  the  statute  23  Geo.  2,  c.  30,  s.  8,  that  there  was  a 
probable  and  reasonable  cause  of  action  for  J65. 

C.  Jones  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  certificate  of  the 
Secondary,  by  the  express  provision  of  the  8th  section, 
prevents  the  operation  of  the  disabling  clause  of  the  act  of 
Parliament,  and  the  plaintiff  is  therefore  entitled  to  his 
costs.  [Parke,  B. — ^Is  the  certificate  of  the  Secondary 
sufficient  for  that  purpose?    It  has  been  held  that  the 


Courts  at  Westminster,  obtain  a  against  any  person  residing  or  in- 

verdict  for  less  than  40«.,  if  the  habiting    within    the  jurisdiction 

judge  or  judges  who  shall  try  the  thereof,  in  any  other  court  what* 

said  cause  shall  certify  that  there  soever. 

was  a  probable  or  reasonable  cause  By  the  2  Will.  4,  c.  65,  the  juris- 
of  action  for  40<.  or  more,  in  every  diction  of  the  above  court  is  ex- 
such  case  the  plaintiff  shall  not  be  tended  to  debts  amounting  to  £5; 
liable  to  pay  costs,  but  shall  re-  and  s.  10  provides,  that  nothing  in 
cover  his  costs  of  suit  as  if  this  act  the  recited  act  (23  Geo.  2,  c.  30), 
had  not  been  made.  or  in  that  act,  shall  enable  the 
Sect.  21  enacts,  that  no  action  commissioners  to  decide  on  any 
or  suit  for  any  debt  not  amounting  debt,  for  any  sum  being  the  b»- 
to  the  sum  of  40«.,  and  recoverable  lance  of  an  account  on  a  demand 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  the  said  originally  exceeding  £5. 
Court  of  Requests,  shall  be  brought 
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jbmA.  •/  PiMf^  sherifP,  or  other  inferior  judge,  to  whom  a  writ  of  trial  is 
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directed,  cannot  certify  to  depriye  the  phdntiff  of  costs 
EL8I.KT  under  the  stat.  43  Eliz.  c.  6,  s.  2  (a).]  That  statute  re- 
KiRBT.  quires  the  certificate  of  the  justices  before  whom  the 
action  shall  be  tried,  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  sheriff 
is  not  a  justice  within  the  act ;  but  here  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment speaks  of  "  the  judge  or  judges  who  shall  try  the 
said  cause,''  and  the  Secondary  is  clearly  within  those 
words.  But,  further,  the  stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  66,  s.  10,  saves 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  superior  courts  in  a  case  like  this, 
where  the  demand  originally  exceeded  £5,  and  has  been 
reduced  below  that  amount  by  payments.  Chreen  v.  Bo^ 
ion  {b)  is  an  express  decision  to  that  effect,  upon  the 
words  of  this  very  act.  [Parke,  B.,  referred  to  Pope  v. 
Banyard  (c).] 

Pearson,  contri. — ^First,  the  Secondary  had  no  power  to 
certify.  The  words  of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth  are  much 
more  extensive  than  those  of  this  act :  viz.,  that  '^  if  upon 
any  action  personal,  to  be  brought  in  any  of  her  Majesty's 
courts  of  Westminster,  it  shall  appear  to  the  judges  of  the 
same  Court,  and  be  so  signified  and  set  down  by  the  jus- 
tices before  whom  the  some  shall  be  tried,  &c.  &c.,  in  every 
such  case  the  judges  or  justices,  before  whom  any  such 
action  shall  be  pursued,  shall  not  award  for  costs,"  &c.  &c. 
In  Wardroper  v.  Bichardson,  LUtledale,  J.,  says,  "The 
words  'judges'  and  'justices'  cannot  mean  any  but  the 
judges  and  justices  of  the  Courts  at  Westminster."  The 
same  construction  must  be  put  upon  the  words  "  judge  or 
judges  "  in  this  statute :  they  clearly  mean  the  same  per- 
sons as  are  mentioned  in  section  7,  where  they  are  ex- 
pressly designated  as  "  the  judge  or  judges  of  the  Court 
where  such  action  shall  be  sued."      [Parke,  B. — ^Those 

(a)  Jonei  v.  Bamet,  2  M.  &  W.  {b)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  308 ;  6  Scott, 

313;  JFardroperr.  Bkhardion^  I      746. 
Ad.  &  EU.  75  ;  3  Nev.  &  M.  830.  (c)  3  M.  &  W.  424. 
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words  certainly  mean  a  judge  or  judges  of  the  superior  ««»*•  ^  ^f^, 
Court.    The  question  therefore  is,  whether  this  is  the  - 

balance  of  a  debt  or  demand  originally  exceeding  £5.]  ^^^^r 
The  Stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  65,  s.  10,  ought  not  to  be  construed  Kirby. 
to  take  away  any  power  given  by  the  former  statute;  that 
act  was  meant  to  be  enabling,  not  restrictive.  But  fur- 
ther,  the  21st  section  of  the  23  Oeo.  2,  c.  SO,  imposes  an 
absolute  prohibition  on  the  suing  in  any  other  court  for 
any  debt  not  amounting  (t.  e,  at  the  time  of  action 
brought)  to  40s.,  and  recoverable  in  the  Court  al  Bequests ; 
and  the  2  Will.  4,  c.  65,  contains  no  repeal  of  that  clause. 

Pa&kx,  B. — ^With  respect  to  the  first  answer  which  has 
been  given  to  this  rule,  that  the  Secondary,  who  tried  the 
cause,  has  granted  a  certificate  that  the  plaintiff  had  a 
reasonable  and  probable  cause  of  action  to  a  greater 
amount  than  £5, 1  am  of  opinion  that  that  is  not  a  cer- 
tificate of  a  judge  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Then  the  other  question  is,  whether  this  case  is 
within  the  operation  of  the  proviso  in  the  10th  section  of 
the  stat.  2  Will.  4,  c.  65.  This  is  clearly  a  debt  which 
could  have  been  sued  for  in  the  Court  of  Bequests,  under 
the  statute  of  23  Oeo.  2,  c.  30,  and  the  only  question  is, 
whether  it  is  within  the  subsequent  act  The  proviso 
refers  expressly  to  the  former  act,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
controls  the  meaning  of  that  act.  It  provides,  that  no- 
thing in  the  recited  act,  or  in  that  act,  shall  enable  the 
commissioners  to  decide  on  any  debt  for  any  sum  being 
the  balance  of  an  account  on  a  demand  originally  exceed- 
ing j65.  Therefore,  although  the  plaintiff  recovers  less 
than  410a.,  the  effect  of  this  clause  is  to  prevent  the 
commissioners  from  entertaining  any  jurisdiction  over 
the  balance  of  any  debt  originally  exceeding  £5.  That 
brings  the  question  to  what  is  meant  by  "  a  demand 
originally  exceeding  £5/'  Now,  in  the  case  which  has 
been  cited,  of  Green  v.  BoUon,  the  Court  of  Common 
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Sitek.  of  PUoi,  Pleas  held,  that  a  debt  whicli  originally  exceeded  £6,  but 
had  been  reduced  below  that  amount  by  payments  firom 
time  to  time  before  action  brought,  was  within  this  10th 
section.  This  was  a  debt,  therefore,  which  was  properly 
sued  for  in  the  superior  Court,  and  the  rule  must  be  dis- 
charged. 


Lord  Abinobb,  C.  B.,  Gubnby,  B.,  and  Rolfb,  B., 

concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


/on.: 


Jewison  t;.  Dtson. 


By  charter  of  v^ASE. — ^The  first  count  of  the  declaration  stated,  that 
Stwng^tm.'  *^®  liberty  and  jfranchise  of  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  in 
?V*  ^^^F"^  ^^^  county  of  York,  is  an  ancient  liberty  and  firanchise  of 
Duke)ofLan-  our  SoYcreign  Lady  the  Queen,  in  right  of  the  Duchy 
cuter,  (inter     ^^  Lancaster,  of  great  extent,  to  wit,  of  the  extent  of 


alia),  that  he 
might  have  the 
return  of  all 
wriu  of  the 
King  and  hb 
hein,  and  lum- 
ofthe 


100,000  acres,  and  including  therein  divers,  to  wit, 
200  townships:  And  whereas  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen,  in  right  of  her  said  duchy,  before  and  at  the 
Exchequer!  and  ^^®  ^^  ^^^  making  of  the  letters  patent  hereinafter 
'**  ^\i^f^mL  ^^^^^^'^9  ^^9  *^^  continually  fifom  thence  hitherto 
^tke  Crown 

[attachiamenta  dc  placitii  coronae]  as  of  other  pleai  whatsoever,  in  all  his  lands  and  fees,  so 
that  no  sheriff  or  other  bailiff  or  minister  of  the  King,  or  his  heirs,  might  enter  those  lands  or 
fees  to  execute  the  same  writs  and  summons,  or  to  make  attachment  of  pleas  of  the  Crown,  or 
other  pleas  aforesaid,  or  to  do  any  other  office  there,  unless  in  default  of  the  same  Earl  and  his 
hailiflb  and  ministers  in  his  lands  and  fees  aforesaid : — Hold,  that  thereby  the  right  to  appoint 
coroners  within  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  was  granted,  and  that  such  right  was  an  exclusive  one : 
that,  therefore,  notwithstanding  modem  usage  to  the  contrary,  the  county  coroner  had  no  au- 
thority to  exercise  the  office  within  any  of  the  possessions  of  the  duchy,  concurrently  with  the 
duchy  coroners,  nor  unless  in  default  of  their  performance  of  the  office. 

Upon  a  question  whether  the  Crown,  in  right  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  had  the  exclusive 
right,  under  the  above  grant,  of  appointing  a  coroner  within  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  eri- 
dence  of  appointments  of  coroners,  and  of  their  acting,  in  other  parts  of  the  duchy,  out  of  the 
honour  of  Pontefract,  was  held  admissible. 

By  an  order  made  in  1670,  by  the  Chancellor  and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  after 
reciting  that  the  Court  was  informed  that  the  coroner  within  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  parcel 
of  the  duchy,  had  usually  returned  their  inquests  to  the  Crown  Office,  without  taking  notice 
therein  that  they  arose  within  the  liberties  of  the  duchy,  it  was  ordered  that  the  coroners 
should  thenceforward  specify  in  their  returns  when  and  where  the  inquests  were  held: — HM 
admisdhle  in  eridence,  although  no  proof  was  given  of  any  thing  done  under  it. 
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hath  been  and  still  is  lawfoUy  entitled  to  appoint  the  Exeh.  of  PUas, 
coroner  of  and  within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  and  no  ^  ^'  ^ 
other  person  whatsoever,  at  the  time  of  the  committing  of  Jbwmok 
the  several  grievances  by  the  defendant  hereinafter  men-  Dtson. 
tioned,  had  lawful  right  or  authority  to  perform  or  execute 
any  duty  within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  or  take 
any  fees,  profits,  or  emoluments,  to  the  said  office  of 
coroner  appertaining,  for  any  such  duty  performed  or 
executed  within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  unless  in 
de&ult  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  or  of  the  coroner 
appointed  by  her :  And  whereas  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1837,  by 
her  said  letters  patent,  sealed  with  her  seal  of  the  said 
Duchy  of  Lancaster,  [profert],  gave  and  granted  to  the 
plaintiff  the  office  of  coroner  of  and  within  the  said  liberty 
and  franchise,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  pre- 
eminence, fees,  rewards,  profits,  and  emoluments  to  the 
said  office  belonging,  to  have,  hold,  enjoy,  occupy,  and 
exercise  the  said  office  during  her  Majesty's  pleasure :  pro* 
vided,  that  the  plaintiff  should  not  in  any  manner  interfere 
with  or  execute  his  said  office  of  coroner,  by  taking  any  in- 
quests on  the  body  or  bodies  of  any  person  or  persons  who 
might  die  within  the  gaol  of  the  said  honour;  and  provided 
also,  that  the  said  letters  should  be  enrolled  within  three 
months  then  next  ensuing.  Sec. :  as  by  the  said  letters  patent, 
reference  being  thereunto  had,  will  more  frdly  appear.  The 
count  then  averred  the  due  enrolment  of  the  letters  patent, 
the  acceptance  thereof  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  had 
frY)m  thence  hitherto  been  and  still  is  the  coroner  of  and 
within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  her  Majesty's  plea- 
sure never  having  been  in  any  way  determined  or  revoked ; 
whereby  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  committing  of  the 
grievances  by  the  defendant^  was,  and  continually  from 
thence  hitherto  hath  been,  and  still  is,  the  coroner  of  and 
within  the  said  liberty  and  frunchise  as  aforesaid,  and  law- 
fiilly  possessed  of  the  said  office,  and  by  reason  thereof, 
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BxdL  rfPUoi,  during  all  the  time  last  aforesaid^  of  right  had  and  hath 
had^  and  still  of  right  ought  to  have,  the  exdnaive  right 
to  take  and  hold  inquests  within  the  said  liberty  and  firan* 
chise^  upon  the  view  of  the  bodies  of  persons  lying  dead, 
and  who  have  come  by  their  death  within  the  same,  and 
whereof  inqoisitions  ou^t  by  law  to  be  taken,  save  and 
except  upon  the  body  or  bodies  of  any  person  or  persons 
who  might  die  within  the  gaol  of  the  said  honour,  and  to 
divers  fees,  profits,  and  emoluments  to  the  said  office  of 
coroner  belonging  and  appertaining,  unless  in  defuill  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  or  of  him  the  plaintiff,  whereof 
the  defendant,  during  all  the  time  aforesaid,  had  notice. 
It  then  alleged,  that  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mitting of  the  grievance  by  the  defendant  hereinafter 
next  mentioned,  and  after  the  making  of  the  said  letters 
patent,  and  the  accq)tance  thereof  by  the  plaintiff  as 
aforesaid,  and  whilst  he  was  such  coroner  as  aforesaid, 
to  wit,  on  the  8th  July,  1889,  one  Edward  Nicholls 
was  suddenly  slain  and  dead,  and  came  to  his  death 
within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  and  not  within  the 
said  gaol,  and  his  body  was  lying  dead  within  the  said 
liberty  and  franchise,  and  an  inquisition  ought  by  law  to 
have  been  holden  and  taken  upon  the  view  thereof;  and 
the  plaintiff  was  then  ready  and  willing  to  hold  and  take 
the  same  in  pursuance  of  his  said  office,  and  in  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  in  that  behalf  and  neither  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  nor  the  plaintiff,  had  made  any  defimlt 
of  any  kind  in  their  duty  in  that  behalf,  whereof  the  de- 
fendant then  also  had  notice.  Nevertheless  the  defendant, 
well  knowing  the  premises,  but  contriving  and  intending 
to  injure  the  plaintiff,  and  wrongfnUy  to  deprive  him  of 
the  fees,  profits,  and  emoluments  which  ought  to,  and 
otherwise  would,  have  accrued  to  him  in  that  behalf,  and 
to  intrude  upon  and  disturb  him  in  the  possession  and  en- 
joyment of  his  said  office,  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  with- 
out any  lawful  right  or  authority  whatsoever,  performed 
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and  exercised  tlie  office  and  dnty  of  coroner  within  the  Breh.  ^  Phot, 
said  liberty  and  franchise,  to  mt,  at  the  township  of  Heath,  ^^^' 
within  the  same,  and  then  took  and  held  within  the  same, 
that  is  to  say,  at  Heath  aforesaid,  an  inqnisition  npon  the 
▼iew  of  the  body  of  the  said  Edward  NichoDs,  so  lying 
dead  witiiin  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  afterwards,  to  wit, 
on  &c.,  received  and  took  to  his  own  nse  divers  fees, 
profits,  and  emolnments  for  and  in  respect  of  the  said  in- 
qnisition so  taken  and  held  by  him  as  aGnresaid,  and 
wrongfully  and  iUegally  defrauded  the  plaintiff  thereof, 
and  prevented  him  firom  receiving  the  same,  and  from  ex- 
ercinng  his  said  office  of  coroner  of  and  within  the  said 
liberty  and  franchise,  and  intruded  upon  and  disturbed  him 
in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  thereof. 

There  were  three  other  counts  in  the  declaration,  in  re- 
spect of  inquisitions  held  by  the  defendant  on  the  bodies 
of  other  persons,  at  other  places  within  the  honour. 

To  this  declaration  the  defendant  pleaded : 

First,  Tliat  our  Lady  the  Queen  did  not  grant  to  the 
plaintiff  the  office  of  coroner  of  and  within  the  said  liberty 
and  franchise,  modo  et  form&. 

Secondly,  That  our  Lady  the  Queen,  at  the  time  of  the 
said  making  the  said  letters  patent  in  the  declaration 
mentioned,  was  not  lawfiiUy  entitled  to  appoint  the  coroner 
of  and  within  the  said  liberty  and  franchise,  so  and  in 
nosh,  manner  that  no  other  person  whatsoever  should  have 
lawfrd  right  and  authority  to  perform  or  execute  the  duty 
and  office  of  coroner  within  the  said  liberty  and  frandiise, 
and  to  take  the  fees,  profits,  and  emoluments  to  the  said 
office  of  coroner  appertaining  for  any  such  dnty  performed 
or  executed  within  the  said  liberty  or  franchise,  unless  in 
defknit  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  or  of  the  coroner  ap- 
pointed  by  her,  as  in  the  dedaration  alleged. 

Thirdly,  That  the  defendant,  at  the  several  times  when, 
te.,  was  one  of  the  coroners  for  the  county  of  York,  duly 
elected  and  sworn  in  that  behalf,  and  at  the  said  several 
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Ekeh.  of  pua»,  times  when,  &c.  had^  as  such  coroner^  kwful  right  to  per- 
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form  and  execute  within  the  said  liberty  and  firanchise  the 
office  and  duties  of  coroner,  and  to  take  the  fees,  profits, 
and  emoluments  to  the  said  office  and  duty  within  the  said 
supposed  liberty  and  franchise  appertaining,  the  said  sup- 
posed liberty  and  franchise  being  at  those  times  within 
and  part  of  the  said  county  of  York ;  without  this,  that 
the  coroner  appointed  by  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  had  at 
the  said  times  when,  &c.,  exdusiye  right  and  authority  to 
perform  or  execute  the  office  and  duty  of  coroner  in  the 
said  liberty  and  franchise,  &c.  &c.,  modo  et  formft. 

Fourthly,  That  the  defendant,  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mitting the  said  several  supposed  grievances,  &c.,  was  one 
of  the  coroners  for  the  county  of  York,  duly  elected  and 
sworn  in  that  behalf,  and  at  the  said  times  when,  &c., 
had,  as  such  coroner,  lawful  and  concurrent  right  with 
the  plaintiff  to  perform  and  execute  within  the  said 
liberty  and  firanchise  the  office  and  duties  of  coroner, 
&c.,  the  said  supposed  liberty  and  firanchise  being  at 
the  said  several  times  when  &c.,  within  and  part  of  the 
said  county  of  York :  without  this,  that  no  other  person 
whatsoever,  other  than  the  coroner  appointed  by  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  at  the  time  &c.,  had  lawful  right  or  au- 
thority to  perform  or  execute  any  duty  within  the  said 
liberty  or  franchise,  or  take  any  fees  &;c.  to  the  office  of 
coroner  appertaining  &c.,  modo  et  formft. — On  all  these 
pleas  issues  were  joined. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Lord  Denmani  C.  J.,  at  the 
last  York  assizes.  For  the  plaintiff,  there  was  first  put  in 
a  charter  of  the  date  of  25th  September,  28  Edw.  8,  (A.  D. 
1349,  whereby  that  king  granted  to  Henry,  then  Earl, 
afterwards  Duke,  of  Lancaster  (on  the  surrender  of  a 
former  charter  granted  to  his  fiither,  in  the  16  Edw.  8), 
inter  alia,  ''that  the  same  Earl  may  have  the  return  of  all 
writs  of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  summons  of  the  exchequer 
of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  the  attachment ,  as  well  of  pleas  of 
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the  crown  as  of  other  pleas  whatsoever ,  [attachiamenta  tarn  ^^  »/  ^^^» 
de  pladtis  coronse  quam  de  aliis  quibuscumque],  in  all 
Mb  lands  and  fees,  so  that  no  sheriif  or  other  bailiff  or 
minister  [vicecomes  vel  alius  ballivus  aut  minister]  of  ns 
or  oar  heirs  may  enter  those  lands  or  fees  to  execute  the 
same  writs  and  summons,  or  to  make  attachment  of  pleas 
of  the  crown,  or  other  pleas  aforesaid,  or  to  do  any  other 
office  there  [sen  ad  attachiamenta  de  placitis  coronse  yel  aliis 
prsedictis,  aut  aliquod  aliud  offidum  ibidem  faciendum], 
unless  in  default  of  the  same  Earl  and  his  bailiffs  and  minis- 
ters in  his  lands  and  fees  aforesaid/'  And  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  necessary  inference  firom  these  words  was, 
that  the  power  to  appoint  a  coroner  within  the  lands  of 
the  grantee  passed  thereby,  inasmuch  as  the  coronej^  was 
the  only  officer  who  by  law  could  hold  pleas  of  the  crown, 
by  virtue  of  the  Stat,  of  Westminster  the  1st,  8  Edw.  1. 
Several  subsequent  charters  of  the  38  Edw.  8,  the  20  Bic.  2, 
1  Hen.  4,  2  Hen.  5,  and  1  Edw.  4,  confirming  the  privi- 
leges and  franchises  granted  by  the  original  charter,  were 
also  put  in  and  read.  The  inquisitio  post  mortem  taken 
on  the  death  of  Henry  first  Duke  of  Lancaster,  A.  D.  1361, 
was  also  read,  whereby  it  was  found  that  he  died  seised 
(inter  alia)  of  the  castle,  town,  and  honour  of  Pontefract, 
with  the  manor,  lands,  and  tenements,  &c.,  thereunto  be- 
longing. Next  were  produced  letters  patent  of  the  1  Hen.5, 
A.  D.  1418,  whereby  John  Frankys  was  appointed  ''feodary 
of  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  in  the  county  of  York,  during 
the  king's  pleasure,  to  be  answerable  from  time  to  time  for 
what  pertained  to  his  said  office,  during  his  continuance 
therein,  receiving  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  office  the 
fees  and  wages  therefore  due  and  accustomed.''  Similar 
subsequent  appointments  in  the  years  1425,  1461, 1485, 
1501, 1526,' and  1559,  were  also  put  in.  The  accounts  of 
Wm.  G^lington,  the  feodary  appointed  in  1526,  were 
read,  wherein  he  rendered  to  the  crown  an  accoimt  (inter 
aha)  of  certain  chattels  of  Bobert  Mawe,  late  of  Gyrlington, 
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Stek.  of  PUiu,  in  the  honour  of  Pontefiract^  "  a  felon  who  fl^dj  and  was 
*  ^  taken  and  seized  by  the  aforesaid  feodaiy/'  Letters  patent 
Jbwison  of  the  3rd  Eliz.  1561  were  next  read,  whereby  John  Malet 
Dtion.  was  appointed  to  the  ofGlce  of  ''feodary  and  baibJOT  of  the 
liberties  and  franchises  of  the  honour  oi  Pontefiractj  part  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  York,  and  the 
offices  of  escheator,  coroner,  and  derk  of  the  market  of  the 
duchy  aforesaid,  in  the  said  honour  of  Pontefract,  in  the 
county  aforesaid;  to  have,  enjoy,  occupy,  and  exercifie  the 
offices  aforesaid,  and  either  of  them,  to  the  aforesaid  John 
Malet,  by  himself  and  by  his  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies 
for  whom  he  will  answer,  during  pleasure,  with  the  wages 
and  fees  to  the  same  office  anciently  lawfully  due,  and  of 
right  accustomed,^^  &;c.  &;c.  Subsequent  appointments  in 
the  same  terms,  of  the  dates  of  1572, 1608,  and  1618,  were 
also  given  in  evidence.  It  then  appeared,  that  by  a 
marriage  settlement  made  on  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  the 
wife  of  Charles  L,  (1 1th  July,  1629),  inter  aUa,  the  castle 
of  Pontefract,  bailiwicks  of  East  Pontefract,  South  Ponte- 
fract, West  Pontefract,  and  North  Pontefract,  &c.,  with 
several  wapentakes,  &c.,  all  described  as  ''  being  within 
and  pareel  of  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  and  also  all  rents 
and  farms,  and  fines  for  respite  of  homage,  with  their 
appurtenants,  charged  in  the  account  of  the  feodary  of  the 
honour  of  Pontefract,  as  appeareth  by  the  account  of  the 
feodary  thereof,  mentioned  to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of 
841. 19s,  llfdf.,''  were  conveyed  to  the  Earl  of  Holland  and 
others,  as  trustees  for  securing  a  jointure  to  her  Majesty : 
and  in  the  17  Car.  1,  (1642),  and  again  in  the  12  Car.  2, 
(1660),  and  the  18  Car.  2,  (1661),  there  were  letters  patent, 
granting  to  certain  persons  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
the  office  of  feodary  and  coroner  of  the  honour.  In  the  24 
Car.  2,  (1672),  the  same  possessions  were,  on  the  death  of 
QueenHenriettaMaria,settledupon  Catharine  of  Bragansa, 
the  queen  of  Charles  11.  Previously,  in  the  same  year,  a 
lease  had  been  made  by  the  farmer  queen  and  her  trustees 
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for  forty  yean,  if  the  leasees  should  so  long  live,  of  *'  the  Emh.  of  Pka*, 


bailiwicks  of  East,  South,  West,  and  North  Pontefiract,'' 
&c.,  "  together  with  the  office  or  o£Bces  of  bailiff  or  bailiffs, 
and  collector  of  the  rents  and  profits  within  all  and  sin- 
gular the  said  bailiwicks,''  &a,  and  also  all  that  the  liberty 
and  firanchise  of  the  said  honour,  and  the  office  of  bailiff 
and  collector  of  all  fines,  amerciaments,  estreats,  and  for- 
feitures, in  every  the  courts,  &c.,  to  be  forfeited  within  the 
said  honour  and  premises,  to  be  levied  and  collected  by 
the  bailiffs  thereof,  and  the  execution  and  return  of  all  and 
singular  writs,  precepts,  process,  and  of  all  and  singular 
the  courts,  justices,  commissioners,  and  estreators  of  the 
King's  Majesty,  and  the  execution  thereof  within  the  said 
honour  and  premises,  with  aU  and  singular  their  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances/'  And,  in  the  28  Car.  2, 
(1675),  and  again  in  3  Ann.  (1704),  Queen  Catharine  and 
her  trustees  demised  the  reversion  of  the  same  premises, 
expectant  on  the  determination  of  the  existing  lease,  for  a 
further  term  of  forty  years,  determinable  on  the  life  of  the 
lessee.  In  1706,  Queen  Anne,  by  letters  patent,  granted 
to  Nathaniel  Booth  the  office  "  of  feodary  and  bailiff  of  the 
Uberties  and  firanchises  of  the  honour  of  Pontefiract,  to- 
gether with  the  return  of  writs  of  and  in  the  same,  and  the 
offiee  of  escheator,  coroner,  and  clerk  of  the  market  in  the 
said  honour,  and  also  the  office  of  bailiff  and  collector  of 
the  rents,  fieunns,  and  revenues  of  East  Pontefiract,  and 
the  office  of  collector  of  the  courts  there,  &c.  &c.,  during 
pleasure.''  Another  grant  to  John  Clay,  in  1728,  in  the 
same  terms;  also  subsequent  leases,  of  the  dates  of  1740, 
1756,  and  1766,  of  the  same  premises  as  were  comprised 
in  the  lease  of  1762,  were  also  read.  In  1766,  Richard 
Towne,  the  lessee  under  the  lease  of  1675,  by  virtue  of  a 
license  obtained  from  the  Buohy  Office,  assigned  his  in- 
terest in  the  demised  premises,  except  the  office  of  coroner; 
and  in  1786,  the  party  in  whom  the  interest  under  the 
assignment  had  then  vested,  took  a  new  lease  from  the 
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Bxek.  of  Pleat,  crown^  including  that  office,  for  twenty  years  from  the  ISth 
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March,  1796.  In  179S  the  office  of  coroner  of  the  honour 
jBwisoN  was  again  granted  to  Thomaa  Laing;  in  1801  it  was  de- 
Dtson.  mised  for  thirty-one  years  to  William  Carratt;  in  1816 
that  lease  was  surrendered  to  the  Crown,  and  a  new  lease 
for  thirty-one  years  from  that  date  was  granted  to  the  same 
person ;  in  1819  Carratt  obtained  a  license  to  assign  the 
office  to  the  plaintiff,  and  assigned  it  accordingly  by  deed 
dated  17th  May,  1819;  and  in  1828,  1880,  and  1887, 
there  were  successive  grants  of  the  office  to  the  plaintiff  by 
letters  patent,  by  George  IV.,  William  IV.,  and  her  pre- 
sent Majesty. 

It  was  then  proposed,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  to 
give  in  evidence  grants  by  the  Crown  of  liberties  and  of- 
fices within  other  parts  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  not 
parcel  of  the  honour  of  Pontefract.  This  evidence  was 
objected  to  by  the  defendant's  counsel,  but  the  learned 
Judge,  after  argument,  admitted  it.  Accordingly,  a  grant 
was  read  of  the  22  Bic.  2  (A.  D.  1399,  on  the  death  of 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster),  to  Thomas  Duke  of 
Surrey,  of  the  custody  of  the  manor  of  Bodley  and  Min- 
sterworth,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  with  its  appur- 
tenants, "  and  also  with  waifs,  strays,  cognizance  of  pleas, 
return  of  writs,  courts  baron,  forests,  &c,.  chattek  of  fugi- 
tives and  felons,  with  all  other  liberties  and  franchises  to 
the  aforesaid  manor  appurtenant,"  &c. :  and  also  another 
grant  of  the  same  date,  to  Edward  Duke  of  Albemarle,  of 
the  custody  of  ''the  castle,  lordship  and  honour  of  Ponte- 
fract, and  of  the  castle  and  lordship  of  BoUngbrook,"  with 
like  general  words  as  above  mentioned ;  "  and  also  with  all 
manner  of  offices  of  stewards,  coronen,  constables,  sur- 
veyors, receivers,  auditors,  bailiffs,  &c.,  and  all  other  of- 
fices whatsoever,  to  the  aforesaid  castles,  lordships,  and 
honours,  pertaining  or  appendant,  together  with  all  man- 
ner of  issues,  revenues,  emoluments,  and  profits  thence 
proceeding,'^  &;c.;  to  hold  until  the  return  of  Henry  of 
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Lancaster,  Duke  of  Hereford,  (afterwards  Henry  IV.),  to  Bxek.  of  Pleat, 
this  kingdom.  Ghrants  to  different  persons  of  the  office  of 
coroner  in  the  possessions  of  the  Duchy,  in  the  counties 
of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cambridge,  and  also  of  Essex, 
Herts,  Middlesex,  and  London,  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  YII. 
and  Henry  VIII.,  were  also  read.  These  patents  contained 
a  recital  as  follows : — "  Whereas  we,  in  right  of  our  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  and  by  authority  of  Parliament,  among  other 
liberties  and  privileges,  have  the  authority  of  keeping  and 
appointing  our  coroner  or  coroners  within  all  honours, 
lordships,  &c.,  within  our  same  duchy  and  every  parcel 
thereof/'  Grants  of  the  dates  of  the  14th  and  24th  Eliz. 
of  the  offices  of  "  feodary  and  bailiff  of  the  liberties,  and 
escheator,  coroner,  and  derk  of  the  market  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,''  were  then  read ; 
and  also  the  accounts  of  the  feodary  for  the  years  ending 
at  Michaelmas  in  the  31st  and  34th  Eliz.,  wherein  he 
accounted  for  deodands  upon  inquisitions  taken  on  the 
bodies  of  persons  accidentally  killed,  and  for  the  value  of 
the  chattels  of  persons  found  on  inquisitions  taken  to  have 
died  felo  de  se,  and  also  chained  his  fee  as  coroner  under  the 
statute  of  Henry  7.  A  grant  to  Henry  Agard,  of  the  9  Jac. 
1,  of  the  office  of  feodary,  together  with  those  of  clerk  of  the 
market,  coroner,  and  escheator,  within  the  honour  of  Tnt- 
bury,  in  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Derby,  &c.,  which  was 
also  put  in,  had  the  following  recital : — "  Whereas  all  and 
singular  feodaries  by  patent  of  us  and  our  progenitors,  of 
any  of  the  possessions  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  by  force 
of  the  letters  patent  made  them  under  the  seal  of  the  said 
duchy  of  the  office  of  feodary  of  any  of  the  same  posses- 
sions, without  any  further  or  larger  words,  have  notwith- 
standing time  out  of  mind  had,  used,  enjoyed,  and  exer- 
daed  the  offices  of  coroner  and  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
also  the  office  of  escheator,  for  seizing  the  escheats,  casual- 
ties, and  forfeitures  within  the  same  liberty  or  liberties 
whereof  they  were  so  feodaries  by  patent  as  is  aforesaid,  as 
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Exeh.  of  Pkoh  belonging  to  the  said  office  of  feodary,  as  by  snrrender  of 
precedents  and  recordsi  proving  the  common  and  oontinual 
nsage  thereof,  may  plainly  and  evidently  appear/'  &c. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  tendered  was  an  order  of  the 
Chancellor  and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  dated 
June  17, 1670,  which,  after  reciting  that  the  Court  was  in- 
formed that  the  coroners  within  the  honour  of  Pontefract^ 
parcel  of  his  Majesty's  ancient  possessions  of  the  Dudiy  of 
Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  York,  have  usually  returned  aU 
their  inquests  into  the  Crown  office,  without  taking  notice 
therein  that  the  same  did  arise  within  the  liberties  of  the 
duchy,  from  whence  the  King's  offiycers  had  taken  occasion 
to  issue  out  process  for  the  seijsure  and  recovery  of  the 
deodands^  &c.^  ordered  that  the  coroners  should  thenceforth 
specify  in  their  returns  when  and  where  the  inquests  were 
held.  This  document  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant^  as  being  no  more  than  a  mere  private  directioa 
by  the  officers  of  the  duchy  to  their  servants^  and  no  proof 
being  offered  of  anything  done  under  it.  The  learned 
judge,  however^  received  it.  There  was  read  also  a  charter 
of  the  4th  Hen.  7,  granting  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
the  borough  of  Pontefiract,  that  they  and  their  sucoesscnrs 
should  have  in  the  borough  the  exclusive  power  and  juris- 
diction of  executing  the  office  of  coroner. 

There  was  no  proof  of  any  inqnisitioBs  actually  held 
within  the  honour  of  Pontefiract  by  the  duchy  coroner^ 
earlier  than  the  year  1798;  but  two  inquisitions  taken 
before  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  duchy,  in  the  oonnty  of 
Middlesex,  in  the  12th  &  14th  Car.  2^  were  produced.  It 
was  stated  not  to  have  been  the  eustom  to  return  them  at 
that  period.  An  order,  made  at  the  West-Biding  sessions, 
in  May  1758,  that  the  several  coroners  within  the  riding 
should  bring  in  their  accounts  to  the  quarter  sessions,  was 
put  in,  and  it  appeared  that  from  that  period  down  ix» 
about  17§9  there  were  entries  in  the  books  of  the  sessions 
of  payments  made  to  the  coroners  of  the  honour  of  Ponte- 
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firiMst  for  their  clutrgea  for  inqniutions  taken  within  the  Sxek.  of  Pkat, 
honour:   the  whole  number  so  proved  being  about  70.  - 

In  1797  the  then  coroner  of  the  honour  obtained  a  man-  Jbwitom 
damns  to  the  justices  of  the  West-Biding^  commanding  Dyson. 
them  to  pay  him  the  fees  and  charges  of  his  ofBce  in 
respect  of  inquisitions  taken  within  the  honour^  and  it  was 
shewn  that  payments  were  subsequently  made  to  him 
and  his  successors,  down  to  the  present  time.  It  appeared, 
that  during  most  part  of  the  same  period,  simihur  pay- 
ments had  been  made  also  to  the  county  coroners,  in 
respect  of  inquests  held  within  the  honour  of  Pontefiract. 
It  was  proved  that  the  plaintiff  had  taken,  between  1819 
and  1838,  647  inquisitions;  and  his  predecessor,  Mr. 
Canatt,  between  1798  and  1819, 147. 

For  the  defendant,  reliance  was  in  the  first  instance 
placed  on  the  statute  3  Edw.  1,  providing  that  ''through 
all  shires  sufficient  men  shall  be  chosen  to  be  coroners,'' 
ftc,  as  being  anterior  to  the  charter  of  23  Edw.  3,  and 
declaratory  of  the  common-law  right  of  election  in  the 
freeholders  of  the  county.  It  was  contended  also,  that 
inasmuch  as  the  right  of  holding  inquests  within  the 
honour  had  been  exercised  concurrently  for  a  long  period 
of  time  by  the  coroners  of  the  county  and  of  the  honour, 
the  words  of  the  charter  ought  not  to  be  construed  as  con- 
ferring an  exclusive  right  within  the  honour;  and  if  they 
did,  that  the  grant  must  be  presumed  to  have  been  subse- 
quently determined  by  act  of  Parliament,  release,  or  some 
other  means.  Inquisitions,  and  also  appeals  of  murder, 
taken  before  the  coroner  of  the  county,  in  respect  of  deaths 
occurring  within  the  honour  of  Pontefiract,  commencing  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  2,  and  proceeding  through  most  of 
the  subsequent  reigns  down  to  the  year  1826,  were  then 
proved.  One  was  in  the  4th  Blis.,  the  year  in  which  the 
grut  of  the  office  of  coroner  of  the  honour  was  made  by 
the  Crown  to  John  Malet.  The  accounts  of  some  of  the 
coroners  in  early  times  were  also  put  in,  wherein  they 


552 


CASES   IN   THE   EXCHBQUEB, 


Exch,  of  Phot,  charged  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  goods  of  per- 
N  ^  '  ^  sons  found  in  some  of  the  inquests  so  held  to  have  died 
Jewison  fgjQ  ^g  gg  ^  jgjyjg  f^j.  twenty-one  years  in  the  87th  Eliz, 
Dyson.  (A.  D.  1595)  was  put  in;  it  stated  the  demise  as  being 
of  ^'  all  profits  and  commodities  happening  and  arising 
within  the  office  of  feodarer  of  the  honour  of  Pontefract^ 
that  is  to  say^  the  profits  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
felons^  and  felons  of  themselves^  fugitives^  outlaws,  deo- 
dands,  waifs,  and  estrays,  being  parcel  of  the  possessions 
and  revenues  of  the  queen  and  of  her  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster/' &;c.  It  was  idso  proved  by  parol  evidence,  that 
the  coroners  of  the  county  in  recent  times  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  holding  inquests  within  the  honour  without 
interruption.  And  it  appeared  that  in  the  year  1797^ 
after  the  issuing  of  the  mandamus  against  the  justicesj 
an  arrangement  was  made  between  the  county  coroner 
and  the  honour  coroner,  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  ses- 
sions, that  they  should  hold  inquests  concurrently  within 
the  honour,  according  as  each  should  be  nearest  to  the 
place  of  the  death ;  which  arrangement  was  abided  by 
until  the  appointment  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  learned  Judge,  in  summing  up  the  case  to  the  jury, 
after  going  through  all  the  evidence,  told  them  that  the 
only  question  for  their  consideration  was,  what  was  the 
construction  to  be  put  upon  the  original  grant  contained 
in  the  charter  of  the  28  Edw.  8  to  Heniy  Earl  of  Lancas- 
ter; and  expressed  his  opinion,  that  if  they  thought  the 
evidence  shewed  that  it  was  a  grant  of  such  privileges  as 
could  only  be  exercised  by  an  officer  entirely  analogous  to 
a  coroner  at  this  time,  then  it  was  in  terms  an  exchaive 
grant  of  such  office.  His  Lordship  then  left  it  to  the  jury 
to  say  whether  they  were  satisfied  that  the  word  ''  feodary," 
as  used  in  the  early  documents,  meant  the  word  "  coroner,'' 
as  it  had  now  come  into  common  use  and  general  under- 
standing; and  stated,  that  if  they  were  of  opinion  that 
there  was  a  grant  of  the  office  of  coroner  by  the  charter  of 
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Edward  8,  they  could  not  be  asked  to  presume  an  act  Bxeh.  of  Pkat^ 
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of  Parliament  to  set  up  the  right  of  the  county  coroner^ 
nor  could  any  other  course  of  proceedings  in  point  of  law  Jbwison 
vary  the  effect  of  the  grants  or  create  a  concurrent  juris-  Dtson. 
diction.    The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  Michaelmas  Term  {Nov.  9)^  Wbrtley  moved  for  a  rule 
to  shew  cause  why  the  verdict  should  not  be  set  asidci 
and  a  new  trial  had. — ^The  learned  Judge,  misdirected 
the  jury  in  several  particulars :  firsts  in  not  leaving  to 
them  the  usage^  ancient  and  modem,  for  the  coroner  of 
the  county  to  act  within  the  honour  of  Pontefiract,  as 
evidence  that  there  was  no  grant  by  the  Crown  of  the 
office  of  coroner  of  the  honour ;  and  also  in  stating,  that  if 
there  was  such  a  grant  by  the  charter  of  Edward  8,  the 
right  of  appointment  thereby  granted  must  in  point  of 
law  be  exclusive.  He  ought  to  have  laid  before  them  the 
whole  evidence  of  usage,  as  affording  strong  ground  for  an 
inference  that  the  terms  of  the  charter  never  were  intended 
to  convey  any  such  grant  at  aU.  It  is  laid  down  in  Jen^ 
kins  V.  Harvey  (a),  that  firom  uninterrupted  modem  usage  a 
jury  ought  to  presume  the  immemorial  existence  of  the 
right  in  question.  [Barke,  B. — All  the  evidence  of  usage 
by  the  county  coroner  was  consistent  with  an  exclusive 
right  in  the  Crown :  it  may  aU  have  taken  place  when  he 
was  absent,  or  in  default  of  appointment  by  the  Buchy.] 
But  the  case  of  the  plaintiff  was,  that  the  appointment  was 
always  regularly  made  by  the  name  of  feodary.  It  was 
argued  that  the  words  ''quod  habeat  attachiamenta  de 
placitis  coronsB^'  inferred  a  power  to  appoint  coroners,  the 
coroner  being  the  only  officer  who  could  by  law  attach 
pleas  of  the.  Crown :  but  the  sheriffs  and  bailiffs  of  the 
Crown  had  the  same  power.  That  appears  irom  the 
Stat.  8  Edw.  1,  c.  10,  which,  after  directing  that  "through 

.   (a)  2  C.  M.  &  R.  894. 
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Etch.  4  PUoi,  all  shires  sufficieiit  men  shall  be  chosen  to  be  coroners,  the 
most  wise  and  discreet  knights,  whidi  knov,  will,  and  maj 
best  attend  npon  sach  offices,  and  which  lawfiolly  shall 
attadi  and  present  pleas  of  the  Crown ;"  enacts  also,  ''that 
sheriffs  shall  have  counter-rolls  with  the  coroner,  as  well  of 
appeals  as  of  inquests,  of  attackmerUs,  or  of  other  things 
which  to  that  office  belong/'  It  is  not,  therefinre,  a  neces- 
sary inference  from  these  words  that  there  should  be  a 
coroner.  Neither  was  the  appointment  <tf  ''  feodary''  at 
all  identical  with  that  of  coroner.  The  feodary  appears  to 
have  been  an  officer  attached  to  the  Court  of  Wards,  and 
accompanying  the  esdheator  in  ihe  execution  of  his  duties. 
It  is  true  that  it  appeared  from  the  appointments  and 
accounts  of  these  feodaries,  that  they  took  the  goods  of 
felons  and  fugitives,  and  fdos  de  se ;  but  that  is  by  no 
means  conclusive  as  to  tiie  nature  of  their  office.  [Parkej 
B.— The  description  of  the  ''feodary''  in  Spehnaa's  Gks- 
sary  is  nothing  like  a  coroner.  It  was  an  official  appoint- 
ment by  the  Master  of  tiie  Court  of  Wards.]  The  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  doubtless  proceeded  muidi  upon  the  as- 
sumption tiiat  the  feodary  was  the  coroner.  [Porib,  B. — 
It  is  quite  dear  that  under  this  diarter  it  is  an  exdusive 
appointment  or  nothing;  because  there  is  an  express  pro- 
hilntion  for  any  other  King's  ministers  to  interfere.]  There 
is  one  case  in  which  it  is  actually  provided  that  there  shall 
be  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  between  coroners,  for  the  oon- 
venience  of  the  puUic,  namdy,  in  the  case  of  the  coroners  of 
the  verge  of  the  palace,  by  the  Stat  28  Edw.lr^  a.  Again, 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  die  Court  of  Queen^s  Bench,  and 
all  the  other  Judges  of  that  Court,  are  concuivent  coroners 
wherever  they  go.  There  is,  tfaerefMre,  nothing  illegal  or 
i^ugnant  in  sach  a  oonoucrent  jurisdiction.  The  tenns 
of  the  grant  are  very  ambiguous,  and  therefore  the  evi*' 
dence  of  usage  oug^  lo.  have  been  ajqfilied  to  interpret 
them,  and  to  ascertain  of  what  it  was  a  grant,  and  how  &r 
an  exdusive  one.    IParke,  B. — It  seems  to  me  to  be  clear. 
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that  if  it  gianted  the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner  at  all,  it  *«?*•  o/PJ«t, 
granted  an  exdusiye  riglit.] 

Secondly,  the  learned  Judge  misdirected  the  jury  also, 
in  stating  to  than  that  they  could  not  presume  an  act  of 
Parliament,  or  any  oAw  means  whereby  such  grant  by  the 
Crown,]f  it  carried  the  ooionerdbip,  could  have  be»i  revoked 
or  extingiiiahed.     [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— Who  ever  heard 
of  the  presumption  of  an  act  of  Parliament  against  the 
Gbrown?    It  has  been  said  that  a  private  act  of  Parliament 
might  be  presumed  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  private 
rights.]    It  is  not  necessary  to  presume  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  there  are  many  other  processes  by  which  this  right 
may  have  been  lost,  e.  g.  by  rdease,  or  by  merger.    In  9 
fiep.  26,  it  is  laid  down,  that  "  when  the  king  grants  any 
privileges,  liberties,  or  franchises,  in  his  own  hands,  as 
parcel  of  the  powers  of  his  Grown,  as  bona  et  catalla  felo** 
num,  fngitivorum,  utlagatomm,  et  bona  et  catalla  waviata, 
extrahia,  deodanda,  urecium  maris,  &c.,  within  such  pos* 
aessioins,  thai  if  they  come  again  to  the  King,  they  are 
merged  in  the  Crown,  and  he  has  them  again  in  jure 
coronsB.''    So,  this  right  of  the  Duchy  may  have  merged  in 
the  Grown.    [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— 19ie  stat.  of  the  I  Hen. 
4,  which  provided  for  the  separation  of  tbe  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster from  the  Crown,  would  prevent  that.]     In  Bedk  ^ 
BearcPs  com  (a),  it  was  held  that  a  grant  mi^t  be  pre- 
sumed against  tiie  Crown.    So,  in  Mayer  of  Homer  v. 
HuU(b),  and  Fbwell  v.  Milbanke  (c),  it  was  held  that  a 
grant  or  oharter  from  the  Crown,  which  ought  to  be 
matter  of  record,  might  be  presumed,  though  within  the 
time  of  legal  memory.    The  same  doctrine  is  recognised 
in  the  recent  case  of  jReyrma  v.  The  Chi^ter  of  Exeter  {4). 
In  ancient  times,  the  office  of  coroner  was  rather  of  a 
burthenaome  than  a  lucrative  nature,  and  whether  the 
Dudiy  appointed  or  not  would  not  be  matter  of  general 

(a)  12  Rep.  5.  (c)  Id.  103,  n. 

(6)  Cowp.  102.  (d)  4  R  &  D.  252. 
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Ejtck.  tf  Pleat,  interest,  so  that  the  right  might  be  pat  an  end  to  withoat 
jBtrisoN      its  being  known  by  what  precise  means. 
1)^*'^^  Thirdly,  the  evidence  reh&ting  to  appointments  made  and 

acts  done  in  other  parts  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  not 
within  the  Honour  of  Pontefiract,  was  not  receivable  in  this 
case.  It  did  not  go  to  prove  any  general  custom  prevailing 
in  several  districts  held  under  the  same  tenure.  It  was 
not  shewn  at  what  period,  under  what  circumstances,  or  by 
what  grants,  any  portion  of  those  possessions  had  become 
parcel  of  the  Duchy.  \Roye,  B. — There  could  not  be  any 
acquisition  by  the  Duchy  after  Heniy  the  Fourth  came  to 
the  crown.  Parke,  B. — It  is  evidence  of  what  the  Duke 
of  Lancaster  has  done  by  virtue  of  the  original  charter.  If 
it  appears  that  he  has  appointed  coroners  in  many  other 
places  comprised  in  the  original  charter,  that  is  strong 
evidence  to  shew  that  he  has  the  right  in  the  Honour  of 
Pontefiract.  Contemporaneous  usage  is  always  evidence  to 
explain  a  charter.]  The  case  of  Bowe  v.  Brenton  (a),  on  the 
authority  of  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  admitted  the  evi- 
dence, is  different,  because  there  confessedly  all  the  tenants 
in  the  different  manors  set  up  the  same  rights  and  the  only 
jquestionwas,what  was  the  nature  ofthat  general  right.  The 
party  against  whom  the  evidence  was  adduced  had  either 
the  same  identical  title,  or  none  at  alL  [Parke,  B. — So  it  is 
here;  these  places  are  all  comprised  in  the  same  grant.] 

Lastly,  the  order  of  the  Duchy  Court  in  1670  was  no 
evidence.  It  was  no  more  than  a  mere  private  direction 
to  the  servants  of  the  Duchy,  not  shewn  to  have  been 
communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Honour,  or  in  any 
way  made  public,  nor  was  there  any  proof  of  anything 
done  under  it.  The  direction  of  a  lord  of  the  manor, 
many  years  ago,  to  his  bailiff,  to  claim  all  the  minerals 
throughout  the  manor,  never  acted  upon,  might  as  well  be 
made  evidence  against  a  tenant  of  the  manor.  [Lord 
Abbiger,  C.  B.— Is  it  not  Uke  the  common  case  of  proving 
(a)  8  B.  &  Cr.  765;  3  Miui.&  R.  143. 
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ancient  leases^  without  shewing  anything  done  upon  them?  'BmA.  0/  PUat, 
Parke,  B. — ^The  only  question  for  us  is  as  to  the  admissi-  - 

bility  of  the  evidence;  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Jewisoh 
weight  of  it.  Lord  AbingeTj  C.  B. — ^This  is  not  like  a  mere  Dyson. 
private  declaration;  it  is  an  act  done  by  a  public  body, 
acting  under  the  appointment  of  the  Crown.  The  Chan- 
cellor and  Council  of  the  Duchy  issue  an  order,  which  they 
are  competent  to  issue.  It  is  not  to  aflfect  the  rights  of 
private  persons :  it  is  a  question  between  the  Crown  in  one 
capacity  and  the  Crown  in  another.] 

He  moved  also  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was  con- 
trary to  the  evidence. 

The  Court  took  time  to  consider  whether  they  would 
grant  a  rule,  and  on  a  subsequent  day  a  rule  was  granted 
only  on  the  point  relating  to  the  construction  of  the  charter 
of  Edw.  8,  and  refused  as  to  the  other  grounds  on  which  it 
was  moved.  Against  this  rule  cause  was  shewn  in  this 
term  (Jan.  21  and  27)  by 

Cresswell,  T.  R  EUia  (Attorney  General  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster),  Martin,  and  Robinson. — [Lord  AUnger, 
C.  B.,  intimated  that  the  Court  were  satisfied,  that  if 
the  charter  of  Edw.  8  gave  the  right  to  appoint  a  coro- 
ner, it  gave  the  exclusive  right:  and  that  the  only  ques- 
tion to  be  argued  was,  whether  the  words  were  sufficient 
to  give  the  right  at  all.]  Ldl  the  first  place,  the  plaintiff, 
having  obtained  the  verdict,  on  the  question  distinctly 
left  to  the  jury,  upon  all  the  evidence  of  usage,  whe- 
ther the  words  of  the  charter  were  or  were  not  sufficient 
to  confer  the  right,  is  not  now  bound  to  establish  that 
it  must  have  passed  thereby,  but  the  defendant  is  bound 
to  shew  that  it  could  not.  Lord  Coke,  in  his  Commen- 
tary on  the  first  statute  of  Quo  Warranto,  2  Inst.  282, 
says,  "  Where  any  claimed  before  the  justices  in  eyre  any 
franchises  by  an  ancient  charter,  though  it  had  express 
words  for  the  franchises  claimed;  or  if  the  words  were 

VOL.  IX.  p  p  M.  w. 
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ehises  claimed ;  or  if  the  claim  was  by  old  and  obscure 
words,  and  the  party  in  pleading,  expounding  them  to  the 
Court,  and  averring  continual  possession  according  to  that 
exposition;  the  entry  was  ever  inquiratur  9uper po99e»niH 
nem  et  uaum,  &c.,  which  I  have  observed  in  divers  recorda 
of  those  eyres,  agreeable  to  that  old  rule,  opHmua  tnierprea 
rerwn  usua"  There  is,  however,  little  difficulty  in  shewing 
that,  by  a  necessary  implication,  the  terms  of  this  charter 
did  carry  a  grant  of  the  office  of  coroner.  It  cannot  be 
necessary  that  the  instrument  should  in  terms  give  to  the 
grantee  a  power  to  appoint  any  particular  officer  by  name. 
If  it  grant  the  power  of  exercising  certain  functions  and 
discharging  certain  duties,  which  are  properly  to  be  dia* 
chained  by  an  officer  bearing  a  particular  title,  it  neoea* 
sarily  gives  the  power  to  appoint  such  officer  for  that 
purpose.  Thus,  a  person  having  the  return  of  writs  has, 
without  any  express  authority  for  that  purpose,  the  power 
to  appoint  bailiffs  to  execute  the  writs  and  make  the  re- 
turns: Newland  v.  CUjfe  (a),  Atkyns  v.  Clare  {b).  In 
the  present  charter,  the  clause  respecting  the  return  of 
writs  and  summonses  does  not  expressly  give  the  power 
to  appoint  officers,  and  yet  in  the  non-intromittant 
clause  it  assumes  them  to  exist,  **  unless  in  default  of  the 
same  Earl  and  his  bailiffs  and  ministers/'  The  origi- 
nal words  of  the  clause  in  question  are — ''Quod  idem 
comes  et  hseredes  sui  prsedicti  in  perpetuum  habeant  re- 
toma  omnium  brevium  nostrorum  et  hseredum  nostrorum, 
et  attacMamenta  tarn  de  placitis  cortma  quam  de  aliis  qtd- 
buscumque,  in  omnibus  terris  et  feodis  suis ;  ita  quod  nul- 
lus  vicecomes  vel  aHu9  battwus  seu  minister  nosier,  vel  hsere- 
dum  nostrorum,  terras  seu  feoda  ilia  ingrediatur,  ad  ex- 
ecntiones  eorundem  brevium  et  summonitionum,  seu  ad 
attachiamenta  de  placitis  coronte  vel  aliis  prsedictis,  aut 

(a)  3  B.  &  Adol.  630.  (6)  1  Ventr.  399. 
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aliquod  alind  offidum  ibidem  faciendmn^  nisi  in  defectn  Mnk.  v{  fuqm. 
ipuus  comitis  LancaBtriss,  et  hseredum  suorum  pnedicto- 
ram,  ac  baUiyorum  et  ministroram  suorum/'  Now^  first, 
the  worda  '^  ballivua  seu  minister  noster ''  are  sufficient  to 
indnde  the  coroner.  In  Magna  Gharta,  c.  17,  (the  chapter 
taking  away  power  to  hold  pleas  of  the  Cro¥m),  the  coroner 
ia  enumerated  together  with  other  bailiffs  of  the  king : — 
'^  Nullns  Ticecomes,  constabularius,  coronaiores,  yd.  alii 
baliwi  nostri  teneant  placita  coronas  nostrse/'  The  sheriff, 
the  constable,  and  the  coroner,  are  all  alike  designated  aa 
bailiffs  of  the  Crown.  But  further,  the  power  to  make 
attachments  of  pleas  of  the  Crown  carried  with  it  the 
power  to  perform — under  what  title  is  immaterial — ^the 
office  and  duties  of  a  coroner.  And  the  words  "  attachia- 
menta  de  placitis  corons,''  and  '' attaduamenta  pkd- 
torum,''  are  equivalent  in  effect.  In  the  book  entitled 
"  Placita  de  Quo  Warranto/'  (printed  under  the  aoi^eritjr 
of  the  Record  Commissioners),  p.  28,  it  appears  that  ''the 
abbot  oi  St.  Albans  was  summoned  to  answer  the  King, 
(temp.  Edw.  8),  bj  what  warrant  he  claimed  (amongst 
other  things)  to  have  the  return  of  aU  writs  touching  his 
liberty,  and  to  make  a  coroner  in  his  liberty;''  and  his 
answer  was,  that,  as  regarded  the  making  of  coroners 
within  his  liberty,  he  produced  the  charter  of  King 
Edward  I.,  in  which  it  was  contained,  ''  that  whereas  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Albans  laid  daim  to  such  a  fran- 
chise  of  old,  viz.  that  the  steward  of  their  liberty  of  St. 
Albans,  and  his  clerk,  should  discharge  the  office  of  coro- 
ners within  their  liberty,  and  the  justices  in  eyre,  by  reason 
of  the  insufficient  execution  of  the  said  office,  had  taken 
that  franchise  into  the  King's  hands,  ftc. ;  the  King  par- 
doned the  said  abbot  and  convent  the  trespass  aforesaid, 
and  granted  to  them  that  they,  in  their  Court  of  St. 
Albans,  without  the  King's  writ,  might  be  able,  at  the  due 
and  necessary  times,  to  choose  and  create  from  among  the 
better  and  more  lawful  of  their  freeholders  coroners  in 

pp2 
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£jre%.  tf  Pieoi,  their  liberty  of  St.  Albans,  to  make  attachmenis  of  the 
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'    pleas  of  the   Croum  (attachiamenta  placitomm  coronse) 

Jbwison  arising  in  all  places  within  the  same  liberty,"  &c.  This 
Dtbon.  proceeding  shews,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  name  of 
coroner  was  not  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  office, 
which  was  there  exercised  by  the  steward  of  the  liberty ; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  making  attachments  of 
pleas  of  the  Crown  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  coro- 
ners. Again,  at  p.  121,  it  appears  that  the  Prior  of  the 
church  of  St.  Mary  of  Carlisle  was  summoned  (temp. 
Edw.  1)  to  answer  by  what  warrant  he  claimed,  amongst 
other  things,  ''  that  neither  the  sheriff,  nor  any  other 
bailiff  of  the  Lord  the  King,  should  enter  his  fees  to 
make  summonses  and  attachments,  distress,  or  any  other 
office  to  exercise,  without  the  license  and  will  of  the 
same  prior,"  &c. :  and  the  prior  comes  and  claims  those 
liberties  by  charter  of  53  Hen.  8,  wherein  was  contained  a 
grant  to  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  (afterwards  confirmed  to 
the  prior  and  his  successors),  "  that  no  sheriff,  constable,  or 
other  bailiff  of  the  lord  the  king  might  have  entry  or  power 
in  the  aforesaid  lands  or  men,  but  that  the  whole  might 
pertain  to  the  aforesaid  bishop  and  his  successors,  and  their 
bailiffs,  except  the  attachments  of  pleas  of  the  Crown, 
[attachiamenta  de  pladtis  coronse],  which  when  the  co- 
roners should  come  to  make,  they  should  so  make  them 
that  the  franchise  of  the  aforesaid  bishop  or  his  successors 
should  be  in  nought  impaired."  In  another  place  (p.  176) 
appears  a  daim  by  the  Abbot  of  Glastonbury,  in  the  same 
reign  (Edw.  1),  under  charter  of  Hen.  8,  that  no  sheriff, 
constable,  or  other  bailiff  of  the  king  might  have  entry  or 
power  in  the  lands  of  the  abbey,  except  the  attachments  of 
pleas  of  the  Crown  [attachiamenta  de  pladtis  corone] : 
and  the  like  claim  is  made  in  the  same  reign  by  the  Bishop 
of  Salisbury  (p.  801),  "  praeter  attachiamenta  placitomm 
coronse."  And  in  the  concluding  clause  of  the  charter 
now  in  question,  it  is  granted  that  the  Earl  of  Lancaster, 


HILA&T   TE&Mj   6  VICT. 


561 


by  himself^  or  by  his  bailiffs  or  ministers,  may  Have  and  ^«*-  <j/'«««^ 
levy  certain  fines,  amercements,  forfeitures,  Sec.,  ''  sine 
occasione  vel  impedimento  nostri  vel  hseredum  nostrorom, 
jttstitiarioram,  escaetorum,  vicecomitum,  coronatorum,  vel 
aUarum  balUvorwn  seu  mifnistrorum  nostrorum"  quarumcun^ 
que,'*  The  Crown,  therefore,  was  in  no  way  whatsoever  to 
interfere  by  its  coroners  or  other  officers,  within  the  dis- 
trict over  which  the  Earl  was  by  the  charter  authorized  to 
exercise  the  functions  therein  mentioned,  for  which  pur- 
pose he  must  have  the  power  to  appoint  the  proper 
officers.  Now,  by  the  stat.  of  Westminster  1st,  8  Edw.  1, 
c.  10,  it  is  provided  that  the  coroners  to  be  chosen  as 
therein  directed  "  lawfully  shall  attach  and  present  pleas  of 
the  Crown/'  And  the  counter- roll  thereby  directed  to  be 
kept  by  the  sheriff,  is  merely  as  a  check  to  shew  what  the 
coroner  has  done :  the  sheriff  is  not  thereby  authorized  to 
attach  or  present  pleas  of  the  Crown.  An  appeal  of  mur- 
der has  been  quashed,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 
taken  by  the  sheriff  instead  of  by  the  coroner.  Then  from 
the  stat.  4  Edw.  1,  De  Officio  Coronatoris,  which  states  with 
great  particularity  the  duties  of  the  coroner  as  they  existed 
at  the  oonmion  law,  it  appears  that  almost  every  duty  which 
was  commenced  by  the  coroner  terminated  in  attachment. 
Those  who  are  found  guilty  upon  an  inquest  super  visum 
corporis,  are  to  be  taken  and  delivered  to  the  sheriff  (not 
to  be  taken  6y  the  sheriff)  and  committed  to  gaol,  "  and 
such  as  be  founden,  and  be  not  culpable,  shall  be  attached 
until  the  coming  of  the  justices.''  So,  in  the  case  of  per- 
sons drowned  or  suddenly  dead,  ''if  they  were  not  slain, 
then  ought  the  coroner  to  attach  the  finders,  and  aU  others 
in  company."  So,  in  the  case  of  treasure  found,  he  is  to 
inquire  who  were  the  finders,  and  who  is  suspected  thereof, 
"  and  hereupon  he  may  be  attached  for  this  suspicion,  by 
four  or  six  more  pledges,  if  they  may  be  foimd."  "  Further, 
if  any  be  appealed  of  rape,  he  must  be  attached,  if  the 
appeal  be  fresh,"  &c.     So  in  the  case  of  wounds,  "  any 
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surely  kept  in  ward,  until  the  principal  be  attained  or 


jBwiaoK  delivered*^'  Deodands  are  to  be  valued,  and  delivered  in  to 
Dtbon.  the  towns  where  the  death  took  place :  and  wreck  of  the 
sea,  if  any  lay  hands  on  it»  is  to  be  attached  by  sufficient 
pledges.  So  that  throughout  his  office^  the  coroner  is  to 
take  proceedings  which  terminate  in  attachment.  Hie 
like  description  of  the  duties  of  the  office  at  common 
law  is  given  by  Bracton^lib.  8,  c.  5,  fol.  121. 

But  further,  the  grant  by  the  charter  of  22nd  Bichard  2, 
to  the  Duke  of  Surrey,  of  the  custody  of  a  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  also  the  grant  of 
the  same  date  to  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  which  comprises 
the  Honour  of  Pontefract  itself,  in  their  enumeration  of 
the  officers  df  which  they  give  the  right  of  appointment, 
expressly  include  the  coroner.  That  is  a  contemporaneous 
exposition  of  the  previous  grant  of  £dw.  3,  (q»erating  against 
the  Crown,  and  shewing  the  extent  of  the  privileges  and 
franchises  which  had  been  granted  away  by  the  Crown. 
The  King  thereby  admits,  that  whenever  the  Duke  of 
Hereford  should  come  in,  he  would  have  a  right  to  take 
those  lands,  and  the  privileges  belonging  to  them,  again 
from,  the  Crown :  and  thus  makes  the  concession  against 
himself,  that  the  power  to  appoint  the  coroner  had  been 
included  in  the  charter  of  Edw.  3. 

Nor  has  there  been  any  usage  which  really  confficts  with 
this  construction.  From  the  time  of  Queen  Elisabeth 
downwards,  it  appeared  that  coroners  have  regularly  been 
appointed  by  that  name,  in  the  Honour  of  Pontefiract :  and 
from  a  much  earlier  period  an  officer  was  shewn  to  have 
been  appointed,  who,  under  the  name  of  feodary,  was  com- 
petent to  dischai^  and  did  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
coroner.  But  the  only  question  now  being,  whether  the 
charter  is  capable  of  receiving  the  construction  contended 
for  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  the  evidence  of  acts  done 
under  it  need  not  be  entered  into,  after  the  finding  of  the 


1842. 


HILAET   TEElCi   5  VICT.  668 

jnry,  which  the  Court  has  intimated  its  intention  not  to  ^^^,J^^^ 
disturb^  in  case  the  grant  itself  be  capable  of  such  an  inter- 
pretation (a).  \Wortley  here  intimated  that  he  intended 
also  to  dispute  the  verdict  on  the  ground  that,  even  sup- 
posing the  words  of  the  charter  to  be  susceptible  of  the 
construction  that  it  gave  the  right  of  appointing  a  coro- 
ner, jet  the  grant  was  invalid,  for  that  the  Crown  could  not 
confer  such  power  by  the  ambiguous  and  general  words 
used  therein,  but  only  by  express  words.  The  plaintiiTs 
counsel  objected  that  the  rule  had  not  been  granted  on 
this  point;  but  the  Court  thought  that  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  have  it  finally  settled.  fVortley  then  referred  to 
1  Boll.  Abr.  491  as  an  authority  shewing  that  a  grant  by 
the  Crown  to  hold  cognisance  of  pleas  does  not  give  the 
grantee  power  to  appoint  a  judge.]  Because,  if  the  grant 
is  for  such  a  purpose,  he  must  himself  be  the  grantee  of 
the  judicial  office,  and  cannot  delegate  the  appointment  to 
another.  But  if,  as  is  conceded,  the  Crown  has  power 
to  grant  by  express  words  the  power  to  appoint  a  coroner, 
why  not  also  by  implication?  The  only  argument  that 
can  be  advanced  against  a  grant  in  general  terms  is,  that 
the  Crown  may  have  been  deceived,  and  may  not  have 
known  what  it  was  granting;  but  that  brings  back  the 
question  to  what  is  the  reasonable  construction  of  this 
grant,  as  explained  by  the  contemporary  documents,  and 
whether  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  coroner  was  not 
plainly  within  its  contemplation.  If  it  be,  it  is  as  good  to 
bind  the  Crown  as  if  express  words  had  been  introduced. 
And  how  can  this  defendant,  representing,  not  the  Crown, 


(a)  At  the  conclusion  of  Creu-  further,   as  to  the  fonner,   Fleta, 

fotWi  argument,  the  other  counsel  pp.  20,  22,  and  the  Stat  of  Exeter, 

for  the  plaintiff  were  relieved  from  14  £dw.  1 ;  and  as  to  the  latter, 

arguing  the  point  as  to  the  effect  Bracton,  121,  b;  Fleta,  lih.  i.  cc. 

of  the  word  **  hallivus,"    and    of  18,  25,  (p.  20) ;  22  Assis.  pi.  94, 

the  words  <<ad  attachiamenta  de  (22  £dw.  3);  and  the  Placita  de 

placitis  coronK  faciendum."     See  Quo  Wairanto,  p.  333,  (post,  556). 
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Bxeh.  of  PUat,  but  the  freeholders  of  Yorkshire,  use  against  iix^Xiromi  a 
1842. 

-     principle  of  law  established  for  the  protection  of  the  Crown? 

JBWI80M  i^  ^na  expressly  decided  in  the  Case  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan^ 
Dtion.  caster  {a),  that  all  the  rights  which  belonged  to  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster  are^  since  its  annexation  to  the  Crown^  to  be 
exercised  with  aU  the  privileges  and  prerogatives  belonging 
to  the  Crown.  Suppose  the  charter^  instead  of  being  in 
these  words^  had  run  thus — ^that  the  grantee  should  have 
the  privilege  of  discharging^  by  himself  and  his  officers, 
the  duties,  amongst  others,  of  coroner,  though  without 
giving  expressly  the  power  to  appoint  the  coroner;  can  it 
be  doubted  that  that  would  have  been  sufficient?  Or 
suppose  it  had  been  that  the  grantee  should  have  the 
power  of  executing  and  returning  writs,  of  holding  in- 
quests, making  deodands,  attaching  pleas  of  the  Crown, 
and  so  forth,  and  that  he  should  appoint  all  the  necessary 
officers  for  those  purposes;  would  not  that  give  the  power 
to  appoint  a  coroner?  And  the  terms  actuaDy  used  are 
fully  equivalent  to  this,  inasmuch  as  the  grantee  is  to 
exercise  such  functions,  and  no  sheriff  or  other  minister  of 
the  Crown  is  to  interfere  unless  in  default  of  the  grantee 
and  his  bailiffs  and  ministers.  The  implication  is  a  neces- 
sary one,  that  the  grantee  is  to  have  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing that  officer  who  alone  could  discharge  the  duties  and 
enjoy  the  privileges  thus  vested  in  the  office.  The  charter 
of  1  Hen.  4  being  a  statutory  charter,  and  confirmed  by 
the  parliamentary  charters  of  1  Edw.  4  and  1  Hen.  7,  the 
only  question  which  can  properly  arise  is  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  grant,  and  none  can  be  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  make  it.  K  however  that  shall  be  insisted  upon, 
there  is  the  clearest  authority  on  that  point.  The  saving 
clause  of  the  stat.  28  Edw.  3,  which  expressly  reserves  the 
right  of  aU  lords  of  franchises,  coupled  with  the  admitted 
doctrine  that  no  right  could  be  claimed  but  by  charter  from 

(a)  Plowd.  212>  b. 
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the  Crown,  of  itself  shews  that  the  Crown  conld  grant  the  Swek.  of  PUat, 

.  1842* 

right  to  appoint  a  coroner.    In  Coke's  Entries,  p.  644,     %      y  *  ^ 

there  is  an  information  against  Lord  Paget,  for  claiming  Jbwmok 
''  habere  balliymn  snnm  dictce  villee  de  Burton  fore  coro-  Dtmn. 
natorem  domini  regis  infra  manerium  et  hamlet  prsedictum, 
et  qnod  nullus  alius  coronator  dicti  domini  regis  vel  haere- 
dum  suorum  comitatuum  Stafford  vel  Derby  se  intromittat/' 
Lord  Paget  in  that  case  sets  out  the  grant  by  which  he 
claims  the  right  of  appointing  a  coroner,  and  the  Attorney- 
General  confesses  the  plea,  and  judgment  is  given  allowing 
the  liberties  claimed.  This  point,  therefore,  being  beyond 
doubt,  it  must  be  contended  that  it  is  necessary  to  name 
the  officer  in  the  charter,  in  order  to  pass  the  right  of 
appointment.  In  the  book  already  cited,  the  Placita  de 
Quo  Warranto,  there  are  some  entries  strongly  applicable 
to  this  part  of  the  case.  In  p.  333,  is  an  entry  of  an  in- 
formation in  quo  warranto  against  the  Abbot  of  Battle, 
wherein  he  is  summoned  to  answer  (inter  alia)  why  he 
claims  ''habere  infangenthef  et  utfangenthef  et  habere 
coronatorem  propriom  in  hundredo  suo  de  Wy.''  The 
Abbot  asserts  his  claim  to  these  franchises  by  his  plea  as 
follows : — ^As  to  infangenthef  and  utfangenthef,  he  says  that 
William  the  Conqueror  "  concessit  ipsi  ecdesise  manerium 
quod  dictum  Wy,  cum  membris  suis,  et  saka  et  soka,  tol  et 
them,  et  infangenthef  et  utfangenthef,  et  e&  ratione  clamat 
habere  furcas,''  Sec.  Then  he  sets  up  another  charter  of 
Henry  3,  granting  treasure  trove,  ''et  quod  nee  abbas  nee 
monachi  ad  quoslibet  comitatus  vel  shires  vel  hundreda 
venire  cogantur,  sed  habeant  per  omnia  maneria  sua  curiam, 
cum  regi&  libertate  et  consuetudine.''  Then  he  goes  on  to 
claim  the  office  of  coroner,  on  the  ground  that  his  prede* 
cessors  "  virtute  cartse  prsedictse  regis  Conquestoris,  et  con- 
cessionum  et  confirmationum  aiiorum  regum  super  dioto- 
rum,  habuerunt  coronatorem  suum  proprium  usque  jam 
triginta  annis  elapsis,  tempore  domini  regis  Edwardi, 
patris  domini  regis  -" — that  by  the  negligence  of  one  of 
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JiMA.  0/  pImm,  hia  predecessors  the  county  coroners  had  intromitted  into 
the  office,  bat  that  he  had  obtained  the  charter  of  the 
Crown,  and  notwithstanding  such  non-user,  he  was  en- 
titled to  exercise  the  right,  and  had  accordingly  appointed 
his  own  coroner,  as  his  predecessors  had-  been  used  to  do. 
Then  follows  a  writ  to  the  justices  in  eyre,  commanding 
them,  that  if  on  inspection  of  the  rolls  of  pleas  of  the 
Crown,  or  otherwise,  it  should  appear  to  them  that  any  of 
the  Abbof  s  predecessors  had  appointed  his  own  coroner  by 
virtue  of  the  said  charters,  they  should  permit  him  to  have 
his  coroner  within  his  liberty  without  impediment:  and 
the  record  goes  on  to  state,  that  on  inspection  of  the  rolls 
an  entry  was  found  of  the  appointment  of  a  coroner  of  the 
liberty.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  in  this  instance  the 
right  to  appoint  a  coroner  was  claimed  under  charters  con- 
taining no  special  words  whatever  referring  to  the  office, 
and  that  the  claim,  being  referred  to  the  proper  authorities, 
was  allowed,  notwithstanding  a  period  of  thirty  years'  non- 
user.  It  further  appears  in  the  same  case,  that  thereupon 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  came  in  and  alleged  that  he 
was  prejudiced  thereby,  for  that  if  the  Abbot  had  the  right 
of  appointing  a  coroner  within  the  hundred,  it  interfered 
with  his,  the  Archbishop's,  right  of  having  the  return  of 
writs,  and  aitachmenis,  Sec.  within  his  manor  of  Broke,  in 
the  same  hundred.  This  record,  therefore,  throws  light 
also  on  the  interpretation  of  the  word  "  attachiamenta ;" 
for  in  the  grant  to  the  Abbot  there  is  no  mention  whatever 
of  attachments  by  name.  In  the  same  book,  (p.  305), 
there  is  another  case,  in  which  the  Abbot  of  Bamsey  is 
summoned  to  answer  "  quo  warranto  clamat  habere  coro- 
natores  proprios,  et  amerdamenta  quorumcumque  tenen- 
tium,  et  catalla  felonum  et  fugitivorum,"  within  his  liberty 
of  Ramsey :  and  he  pleads,  that  Henry  2  granted  to  the 
Abbey  of  Ramsey  '^sokam,  sak,  tol  et  theam,  infangen- 
thef,  forstall,  et  blodewite,  et  murdrum,  et  inventionem 
thesauri,  et  omnes  alias  libertates  coronn  sue  pertinen- 
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tes  in  terrft  sni^  ice.,  et  omnia  alia  plaeita  ooronn  regis  &m^  ^  P^^^ 
pertinentia,  sicut  ipse  melius  et  plenins  liabtdt  in  regno 
sno^  &C. ;  et  inde  didt,  quod  per  prsedictam  cartam  clamat 
habere  thesanrum  inventum,  et  retomum  breTium^  et  reci- 
pere  brevia  originaliay  et  ea  pladtare  per  jnsticiarios  snos 
proprios^  et  habere  frcfnios  corwuUores,  et  plaeita  coronas 
infira  libertatem  placitare  '/'  &c.  The  Attomey-Oenerai, 
in  answer  to  the  plea,  objects  that  the  charters  ought  to 
be  judged  of  and  interpreted  by  the  king  and  his  councili 
to  what  liberties  thqr  ought  to  be  extended^  inasmuch  as 
in  them  are  contained  general  and  oiecure  words;  and  he 
demands  that  the  Abbot  be  put  to  his  election^  whether  he 
claims  them  by  prescription  or  grant,  ''cum  non  sit  juri 
oonsonum,  quod  quis  possit  se  per  duos  baculos  defendere." 
This  case  also  shews  that  it  was  usual  to  claim  the  grant 
of  the  ofSce  under  words  not  expressly  referring  to  it.  In 
the  2  Inst.,  496,  Lord  Coke,  commenting  on  these  words 
of  the  Statute  of  Quo  Warranto— ''Et  iUi  qui  habent 
chartas  regales,  secundum  chartas  illas  et  earundem  pleni- 
tudinem  judicentur,'' — says,  "Here  is  an  excellent  rule 
for  construction  of  the  king's  letters  patent,  not  only  of 
liberties  but  of  lands,  tenements,  and  other  things  which 
he  may  lawfully  grant ;  that  they  have  no  strict  or  narrow 
interpretation,  for  the  overthrowing  of  them,  sed  secun- 
dum earundem  plenitudinem  judicentur ;  that  is,  to  have 
a  liberal  and  favourable  construction,  for  the  making 
of  them  available  in  law  usque  ad  plenitudinem,  for  the 
honour  of  the  king.''  The  first  case  in  which  the  expres- 
sion "  general  words"  occurs  with  relation  to  grants  by 
the  crown,  is  in  17  Vin.  Abr.  180  (Prerogative  (C.  c.)  ), 
where  it  is  said,  (citing  from  the  Year  Book,  8  H.  4,  f.  2), 
"  the  right  of  the  king  shall  not  pass  by  general  words." 
But,  on  looking  at  the  case  in  the  Year  Book,  it  appears 
that  the  question  was,  whether  the  goods  of  a  prisoner, 
who,  standing  mute,  suffered  the  peine  forte  et  dure,  and 
died  under  it,  were  felon's  goods  within  the  meaning  of  a 
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Bxek.  of  PUoi,  grant  from  the  Crown,  and  not  whether  all  felons'  goods 
did  not  pass  under  such  words.  In  the  note  in  the  same 
page  of  Yin.  Abr.  it  is  said,  ''  what  he  can  grant  only  by 
his  prerogative  can  never  pass  by  general  words,  and  there- 
fore choses  in  action  will  not  pass  without  special  words  :*' 
but  the  reason  of  that,  as  appears  by  the  case  to  which  re- 
ference is  made,  in  12  Rep.  2,  is,  not  that  what  he  pos- 
sesses because  he  happens  to  be  king  shaU  not  pass  by 
general  words,  but  that  that  which  in  the  mouth  of  a  sub- 
ject would  have  passed  shall  be  considered  to  pass,  but  it 
shall  not  comprehend  anything  else :  that  is,  the  words 
shall  not  be  strained  beyond  their  ordinary  meaning.  So, 
where  it  is  said  that  the  grant  of  cognizance  of  pleas  does 
not  give  the  right  to  hold  an  assize,  the  explanation  of 
that  is  also  to  be  found  in  the  Year  Book,  9  H.  6,  27  b ; 
not  that  it  is  too  general,  and  therefore  the  assize,  being 
one  species  of  plea,  shall  not  pass;  but  that  it  is  no  plea 
at  all — "  assize  non  est  placitum,  sed  querela.''  In  Evans  v. 
Ascough  (a)  there  is  this  dictum  of  Jones,  J. — "  K  the  king 
grant  an  ecclesiam,  the  advowson  passes;  for  the  intent, 
and  not  the  predse  words,  are  to  be  observed  in  the  grants 
of  the  Crown"  (b) .  An  authority  may  be  referred  to  on  the 
other  side  in  17  Yin.  Abr.  142,  where  it  is  said,  "  K  the 
king  grants  to  another  to  hold  pleas  before  his  bailiflPs, 
stewards,  or  justices,  if  he  had  no  such  officers  before  the 
grant,  he  cannot  make  them  by  it."  That  also  is  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Year  Book,  7  H.  4,  f.  5  b :  and  it  is  re- 
markable that  Brooke,  in  his  Abridgment,  (Patents,  pi.  9), 
puts  precisely  the  opposite  interpretation  on  the  same 
passage :  but  assuming  the  construction  in  Yin.  Abr.  to 
be  the  right  one,  the  meaning  is,  that  if  the  grantee  has 
no  such  officers,  it  is  a  grant  de  non  existentibus,  and 
therefore  void ;  and  he  cannot  claim  by  implication  the 

(a)  Latch,  248.  the  advowson  of  a  manor  passed 

(b)  See  also  WtustUr't  ease,  10      by  general  words. 
Rep.  65,  where  it  was  held  that 
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right  of  making  «uch  offices.     [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. —  fiw*-  9f  Pieat, 

There  is  another  principle  applicable  to  that  case;  that 

the  grant  to  a  well-known  existing  officer  of  a  judicial 

power  is  good;  but  the  Crown  cannot  grant  the  power  of 

delegating  it  to  a  third  person.]  Accordingly^  in  the  same 

note,  citing  firom  the  2  Hen.  7,  fol.  18^  it  is  laid  down — ''  IS 

the  king  grants  conusance  of  pleas  to  one  N.^  and  does 

not  say  before  whom  it  shall  be  held^  the  grant  is  void; 

for  the   grantee   cannot  make  a  judge;   but  if  he  had 

court  before^  then  the  grant  is  good.''  This  passage  occurs 

in  the  Year  Book  only  incidentally^  in  illustration  of  the 

question^  whether  the  king  could  by  implication  grant  the 

power  to  make  a  corporation,  by  granting  that  which  could 

be  done  only  by  a  corporation.    However,  in  the  lib.  Ass., 

87  Edw.  8,  fol.  217,  there  is  a  case  where  the  bailiff  of  the 

town  of  Beverley  claimed  to  have  cognizance  of  all  manner 

of  pleas,  under  a  charter  whereby  the  king  granted  to  the 

provost  of  the  town  "  curiam  suam,''  and  the  firancluse 

was  allowed;  and  it  was  held  that  the  court  might  be  held 

by  the  provost's  steward  or  bailiffs.    Again,  in  17  Yin. 

Abr.  89,  is  this  passage : — ''  The  king  cannot  dispose  of 

his  crown  by  testament,  though  it  be  under  the  great  seal; 

nor  of  the  ports  of  the  kingdom,  nor  of  the  jewels  of  the 

crown,  nor  of  power  to  pardon  treason  or  felony  within 

this  kingdom,  nor  of  power  to  make  judges,  justices  of  the 

peace,  or  sheriffs,  nor  of  such  which  concern  government  in 

a  high  degree :  of  these  the  king  can  neither  make  a  grant 

nor  a  testament.    He  may  grant  the  lands  which  he  has  in 

jure  coronse  by  his  letters  patent,  or  by  his  will  under  the 

great  seal."    To  which  there  is  a  note,  which  is  cited  firom 

the  Y.  B.  1  Hen.  7,  fol.  16 :— ''  The  king  cannot  grant  a 

power  to  any  to  make  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer,  but  he 

ought  to  constitute  such  justices  himself;  for  it  is  a  high 

prerogative."    But  the  case  itself  does  not  go  so  far;  it  is 

as  follows : — "  Grant  of  the  king  made  to  the  abbot  of  St. 

Albans  to  make  justices  is  not  good,  for  it  is  a  thing  an- 
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Ewek.  of  PiiM,  Bexed  to  the  crown,  and  cannot  be  severed,  aa  grant  to 
^  ,  .  make  denizen  or  to  pardon  felons  is  not  good ;  contrary  of 
steward  in  ket,  or  justice  where  conusance  of  plea  is,  for 
those  are  the  stewards  or  justices  of  the  king;  but  the  grant 
above  to  the  abbot  to  make  jnstidarios  sues  is  not  good,  and 
such  cannot  allow  clergy  to  a  felon,''  ftc  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  the  difSculty  rather  was  on  the  language  of 
the  charter,  in  giving  the  grantee  power  to  make  ki$  aum 
justices,  and  not  the  kmff's.  But  none  of  these  authorities 
are  applicable  to  the  quasi  judicial  ofl&ce  of  a  coroner,  but 
only  to  judges  in  the  higher  and  proper  sense  of  the  word. 
In  C<Nn.  Dig.,  Courts,  (P.  2),  it  is  said — **  So  the  king  may 
grant  conusance  of  pleas,  by  which  the  grantee  shall  have 
conusance  of  all  pleas  commenced  in  other  courts  out  of 
such  precinct,''  ftc. :  then  follows  an  extract  from  1  Roll. 
401 : — "  So  an  ancient  grant  de  curi&  regali,  or  omni 
regift  potestate,  is  sufficient,  if  conusance  upon  it  has  been 
allowed."  *'  So  such  ancient  grant  is  sufficient,  though 
no  judge  be  named,  where  the  bailiff  of  the  grantee  has 
always  used  conusance."  In  Com.  Dig.,  Franchises,  (A.  1), 
the  author  adopts  the  rule  laid  down  by  Lord  Coke  in 
the  2  Inst.  282  (a),  as  a  true  rule  for  the  construction  of 
franchises.  And  again,  in  Com.  Dig.,  Orant|(G.),  where  the 
whole  law  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  of  grants  by 
the  crown  is  collected,  under  the  article  (G.  5) — {"  Grant 
by  the  Crown  in  respect  of  certainty,")  the  rule  laid 
down,  taken  from  the  9  Bep.  47  a,  is — **  So  a  grant  of  the 
king,  which  has  sufficient  certainty  for  shewing  fully  that 
the  king  was  not  deceived,  will  be  good."  And  every  in^- 
stance  there  given,  of  uncertainty  sufficient  to  avoid  such 
a  grant,  has  reference  to  matters  which  belong  to  the 
king  by  right  of  his  prerogative,  which  cannot  pass  by 
mere  general  words;  as  for  instance,  by  the  grant  of  a 
manor,  which  has  come  by  forfeiture  or  otherwise  into  the 

(a)  Cited  ante,  p.  557. 
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liandB  of  the  crown,  with  all  liberties,  priTileges,  be.  there-  ^*^^^/^^* 

with  formerly  held,  felons'  goods  would  not  pass,  ^although     >      y  '   ^ 

they  had  formerly  been  granted  and  held  with  the  manor.       Jbwuon 

Now  the  right  of  appointing  a  coroner  is  not  a  matter  which        Dyson. 

the  crown  has  in  right  of  its  prerogative  j  in  the  absence 

of  any  grant  firom  the  crown,  it  would  have  remained  in 

the  fireeholders  of  the  county,  aocordiug  to  the  stat.  of  8 

Edw.  1.    By  the  grant  of  a  manor,  with  general  words,  an 

advowson  has  been  held  to  pass :  Wkistler^s  ease  (a).    So, 

by  the  grant  of  a  hundred.  Lord  Hale  says  (b)  that  there 

passed  "  not  only  a  liberty  which  had  a  court,  and  also 

commonly  a  leet,  which  is  called  the  leet  of  the  hundred, 

but  there  was  also  an  implied  power  of  making  a  bailiff.'' 

So,  by  the  grant  of  a  forest,  cum  omnibus  inddentibus, 

appendidis,  et  pertinentus,  it  was  held  that  the  grantee 

should  have  courts  of  attachment  and  dwofdmote,  though 

not  a  justice-seat ;  ''  because  that  was  necessary  to  give  any 

validity  to  the  forest  as  a  forest:"  Manwood's  Forest 

Laws,  86.     So  also  here,  if  the  coroner  be  the  proper 

officer  to  make  attachments  of  pteas  of  the  crown,  the 

right  of  appointing  that  officer  as  clearly  passed. 

[They  argued  also,  that  the  words  ''ex  speciali  gratift," 
in  the  grant,  indicated  the  liberality  with  which  the  king 
intended  to  grant,  and  so  favoured  a  liberality  of  construc- 
tion; and  dted  as  to  this  point  Jenkins's  Century,  p.  255, 
pi.  45,  and  p.  209,  pi.  47 ;  Harris  v.  fVinff  {c),  and  The  Case 
of  Mines  [i),'] 

Wiortley,  W.  H.  WdtsoHf  and  Hardy,  in  support  of  the 
rule  (Jan.  27  and  28). — ^The  question  in  tins  case  is, 
not  whether  this  grant  gave  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  the 
power  to  appoint  an  officer  to  attach  pleas  of  the  Crown, 
but  whether  the  terms  of  it,  by  a  necessary  implica- 
tion, gave  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  coroner,  for  all 

(a)  10  Rep.  65.  (c)  3  Leon.  249. 

(6)  1  Ventr.  403.  (d)  Plowd.  330,  b. 
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Bseh.  of  Pieai,  the  puTDoses   incident  to  that  office,  to  the  exdttsion 
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'   -     of  the  coroners  who,  by  the  statute  of  8  Edw.  1,  were 

Jewison  ordained  to  be  elected  by  the  counties:  there  being  no 
Dtsom.  ^^^  obstante  clause,  which,  if  the  crown  had  meant  to 
set  aside  the  operation  of  the  statute,  one  would  have  ex- 
pected to  find  in  the  charter.  K,  therefore,  this  grant  is 
to  take  effect  in  derogation  of  the  general  rights  of  the 
Crown  and  of  the  public,  it  ought  to  be  at  least  by  a  neces- 
sary and  positive  implication,  which  the  Court  cannot 
resist.  But  the  terms  of  the  charter  may  be  satisfied 
without  the  supposition  of  the  existence  of  a  coroner  at  all. 
Now  there  are  several  cases  in  which  a  grant  of  this  nature 
can  have  no  legal  effect  whatever.  K  it  professes  to  grant 
a  part  of  the  king's  prerogative,  it  is  invalid ;  so  also,  if  it 
be  uncertain,  the  grant  is  therefore  invalid ;  for  the  law 
supposes  that  the  king  did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  grant 
he  was  making,  and  it  is  said  that ''  dolus  latet  in  generali- 
bus.''  Again,  if  it  appear  to  have  been  made  under  a 
mistake  of  existing  circumstances,  or  if  it  have  a  double 
intent — ^that  is,  if  professing  to  do  one  thing  it  will  have 
the  effect  of  doing  two, — ^the  grant  is  void  as  against  the 
crown. 

First,  as  to  the  particular  words  used  in  this  grant. 
The  words  ''attachiamentaplacitorum''  appear  to  be  the 
larger  expression,  and  to  include  the  phrase  ''attachia- 
menta  de  placitis  /'  but  there  is  an  observable  difference 
between  them :  nor  is  there  a  single  instance  to  be  found 
of  an  admitted  power  to  appoint  a  coroner,  given  by  words 
like  these.  The  most  obvious  meaning  is,  that  it  is  a  grant 
of  the  return  of  writs,  of  siunmonses,  and  of  attachments 
of  the  Crown  which  partake  of  the  nature  of  writs  and 
summonses,  namely,  attachments  on  writs  at  the  suit  of 
the  Crown.  The  words  "attachiamentaplacitorum  coronsB*' 
can  only  be  construed  "  attachments  of  pleas  of  the  crown ;" 
but  the  words  ''attachiamenta  de  placitis  coronse''  (it  not 
being  said  "  de  omnibus  placitis  coronas '')  mean  rather  at- 
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tachments  of  and  conoerning — ariring  out  q^pleas  of  the  Bmeh.  nfPhn, 


Crown.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— -In  these  old  charters  both 
expressions  seem  to  be  very  often  used  synonjrmously.] 
There  appears  to  be  no  greater  reason  for  supposing  that 
these  words  shoald  convey  the  right  to  make  a  coroner^  than 
that  the  words  '^retoma  breviom''  should  convey  the  right 
to  make  a  sheriff.  Then  as  to  the  non-intromittant  clause^ 
that  does  not  in  terms  exclude  the  county  CGraner,  and  the 
more  express  words  at  the  end  of  the  charterj  which  make 
mention  of  the  coroner  by  name^  rather  imply  that  such  is 
not  its  proper  construction.  But  this  is  in  truth  a  common 
clause^  introduced  into  all  such  ancient  grants^  even  where  a 
coroner  has  existed  before ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  charter  of 
the  Cinque  Ports :  and  the  reasonable  construction  of  it  ap- 
pears to  be^  to  exclude  any  interference  of  the  king's  sherifis, 
bailiffs^  or  other  officers,  who  shall  pretend  to  interfere  with 
any  thing  which  by  the  effect  of  the  charter  has  been  already 
granted.  If  otherwise,  it  would  go  to  exclude  coroners  of 
all  sorts — even  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's 
Bench,  and  the  other  judges  of  that  Court.  The  coroner 
was  at  that  period  an  officer  of  much  greater  rank  and  con- 
sequence than  at  present ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  his 
principal  duty  to  accompany  the  sheriff,  and  to  record  the 
pleas  of  the  Crown.  In  Staunford's  Pleas  of  the  Crown, 
48,  it  is  said — "  Coroner  est  un  ancient  officer  deins  cest 
reahn,  ordains  d'estre  un  principal  conservator  ou  gar- 
dein  de  la  peas,  a  porter  record  des  pleas  del  corona, 
et  de  son  view,  et  de  abjuratione,  et  de  utlagaziis,  &c. ; 
sel  definition  est  done  per  Britton.''  Fitzherbert  gives 
a  definition  to  the  same  effect  (a) ;  and,  in  the  2nd 
Inst.,  31,  Lord  Coke  gives  also  another  from  the  Mir- 
ror : — ''  His  name  is  derived  a  coronft,  so  called  because 
he  is  an  officer  of  the  Crown,  and  hath  conusance  of 
some  pleas  which  are  caUed  '  pladta  coronse.'    For  his 

(a)  Fitz.  N.  B.  163. 
VOL.  IX.  Q  Q  M.  W. 


1842. 
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Exeh.  of  pieoi,  antiquity  see  the  Mirror^  who  (treating  of  articles  esta- 
blished by  the  ancient  kings,  Alfred,  &c.)  saith,  *  Auxi 
ordains  fuer  corononrs  in  chescnn  county,  et  viscounts,  a 
garder  le  peace  quant  les  countis  soy  demisterent  del 
gard,  et  bayliffes  in  lieu  de  centeners :'  that  is,  coroners 
in  every  county,  and  sheriffs,  were  ordained  to  keep  the 
peace  when  the  earls  dismissed  themselves  of  the  custody 
of  the  counties,  and  bailiffs  in  place  of  hundredors.  For 
his  dignity  and  authority,  Britton  saith,  in  the  person  of 
the  king,  'Pur  ceo  que  nous  volons  que  coroners  sont  in  ches- 
cnn county  principals  gardeins  de  nostre  peas,  aporter  record 
de  pleas  de  nostre  corone,  et  de  lour  views  et  abjurations,  et 
de  utlagariis,  volons  que  ily  sont  eslieus  solonque  ceo  que 
est  contein  in  nous  statutes  de  lour  election/  "  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  from  time  immemorial  they  were  high  and 
important  elective  officers,  even  before  the  passing  of  the 
statute  which  ordained  the  mode  of  their  election :  and 
charters  such  as  this  cannot  properly  be  construed  with- 
out reference  to  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  office  at 
the  time  when  they  were  made. 

With  reference  to  this  part  of  the  case,  it  is  important 
to  consider  the  effect  of  the  statute  of  3  Edw.  1,  c.  10; 
because  the  Crown  could  have  no  power  to  create  an  office 
of  this  kind  in  contravention  of  an  act  of  Parliament.  For 
instance,  the  stat.  of  18  Edw.  1,  having  provided  that 
fines  should  be  levied  before  the  justices  of  the  common 
bench,  and  not  elsewhere,  it  was  held  that  the  king  could 
not,  in  the  face  of  those  negative  words,  erect  a  court  for 
the  purpose  of  levying  fines.  Com.  Dig.,  Fine,  (D).  It  is 
true  that  the  words  of  the  3  Edw.  1,  c.  10,  are  not  nega- 
tive, but  their  effect  is  the  same ;  because  it  is  said  that 
the  coroner  shall  in  aU  counties  be  elected  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned;  whereas  this  charter  is  to  be  construed 
as  saying  that  no  coroner  shall  act  within  the  Honour  of 
Pontefract,  comprehending  a  large  portion  of  the  county 
of  York,  who  is  so  elected.     [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.— The 
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statute  also  says  that  it  is  not  to  a£Pect  local  franchises.]  ^^^  of  pum, 

.  1842 

But  the  question  is,  whether  this  franchise  was  created  by 

the  subsequent  grant.  In  most  of  the  grants  which 
avowedly  convey  the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner  {e.  g.  in 
that  already  referred  to,  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Albans  (a)), 
the  power  is  granted  by  express  words, ''  eligere  et  facere 
coronatorem,''  which  might  not  be  in  contravention  of  the 
statute,  inasmuch  as  the  only  effect  of  such  words  would 
appear  to  be,  to  give  to  the  grantee  of  the  franchise  power 
to  issue  his  writ  to  the  sheriff,  or  other  proper  officer,  for 
the  election  of  a  coroner,  therefore  by  no  means  divesting 
the  commonalty  of  the  ancient  right  which  they  had  at 
common  law,  and  under  the  statute,  to  elect  their  own 
coroners.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — Can  it  be  supposed 
that  the  abbot  of  St.  Albans  was  to  issue  a  writ  for  that 
purpose  to  the  sheriff?  Parke^  B. — ^There  may  be  an 
election  by  one,  as  well  as  by  many.]  The  words  are  cer- 
tainly capable  of  that  construction.  But  the  argument 
remains,  that  the  grant  of  the  power  to  appoint  a  coro- 
ner, to  the  exclusion  of  the  county  coroner,  is  contrary 
to  the  statute,  and,  at  aU  events,  ought  not  to  have 
such  an  effect  in  the  absence  of  a  non  obstante  clause : 
and  no  instance  has  been  adduced,  with  the  exception 
of  that  cited  from  the  Pladta  de  Quo  Warranto,  p.  833, 
of  such  a  grant  made  by  words  of  like  generality  with 
these.  But  in  that  case  there  occur  the  words  '' regis 
libertates ;''  and  it  may  be  that  the  Abbey  of  Battle  had 
rights  in  the  nature  of  jura  regalia  by  prescription  before 
the  Conquest,  which  would  entitle  them,  without  charter, 
to  exercise  the  right  of  appointing  a  coroner,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  county  palatine.  The  extraordinary  extent  of  the  pri- 
vileges granted  to  that  abbey  by  William  the  Conqueror 
appears  from  Camden's  Britannia,  Vol.  I.  p.  209. 
It  appears  to  be  clear,  on  aU  the  old  authorities,  that 

(a)  Ante,  669. 
QQ2 
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Bxeh,  mf  pt§a*,  the  coTOiier  was  not  the  only  officer  who  made  attachments 
J^^^  ofwhat  are  termed ''pleas  of  the  Crown/'  The  Statute  of 
Westminster^  8  Edw.  1,  c.  9,  says,  ''  For  as  much  as  the 
peace  of  this  realm  hath  been  evil  observed  heretofore,  for 
lack  of  quick  and  fresh  suit  making  after  felons  in  due 
manner,  and  mainly  because  of  franchises  where  felons 
are  received,  it  is  provided  that  all  generally  be  ready 
and  apparelled  at  the  commandment  and  summons  of 
sheriffs,  and  at  the  cry  of  the  county,  to  sue  and  ar- 
rest felons,  when  any  need  is :  And  if  the  sheriffs,  coro^ 
ners,  or  other  bailiffs,  within  firanchise  or  without,  for  re- 
ward or  for  prayer,  or  for  fear,  or  for  any  manner  of  af- 
finity, conceal,  consent  or  procure  to  conceal,  the  felonies 
done  in  their  bailiwicks,  or  otherwise  will  not  attach  nor 
arrest  such  felons  there  as  they  may,  or  otherwise  neglect 
to  do  their  office  in  any  manner  in  favour  of  such  mis- 
doers,  and  be  attainted  thereof,  they  shall  have  one  year's 
imprisonment,''  &c.  &c.  Then,  when  c.  10  of  the  same 
statute,  speaking  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  coroner, 
refers  to  appeals,  inquests,  attachments,  and  presentments, 
it  would  seem  that  the  word  ''  attachment"  there  means 
no  more  than  an  arrest  in  pursuance  of  the  before-men- 
tioned proceedings.  That  construction  is  confirmed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  same  Statute  of  Westminster  1,  c.  15. 
The  words  of  this  charter  would  therefore  be  fcdly  satisfied 
by  holding  that  the  ''  attachiamenta"  therein  mentioned 
mean  criminal  arrests,  founded  on  previous  proceedings 
taken  before  the  sheriff  or  other  similar  officer.  That  the 
sheriff  had  the  power  of  taking  inquisitions,  and  of  arrest- 
ing and  imprisoning  persons  found  culpable  thereon,  clearly 
appears  also  from  the  Statute  of  Westminster  2,  IS  Edw.  1, 
c.  13.  So  also,  from  the  stats.  1  Edw.  8,  c.  17,  and  26  Edw.  3, 
c.  14,  it  is  plain  that  attachments  were  made,  and  what 
are  technically  termed  pleas  of  the  Crown  were  held,  by 
the  one  as  well  as  by  the  other  officer.  And  the  saving 
clause  of  the  stat.  28  Edw.  8,  c.  6,  which  reserves  **  to  the 
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king  and  other  lords  wliich  ought  to  make  such  coroners^  Egek.  ^f  PUtu^ 
their  seigniories  and  franchises^''  may  receive  full  effect  by 
applying  it  to  immemorial  franchises  of  that  nature;  and 
so,  acoordinglyj  it  was  claimed  in  the  case  of  the  Lord 
Paget^  already  cited  from  Cioke's  Entries^  p.  544  (a)^  the 
party  not  being  satisfied  to  rely  only  on  the  grant  from  the 
Crown  which  he  pleaded,  which,  however,  it  may  be 
observed,  gave  in  express  words  the  right  to  appoint  a 
coroner.  In  the  same  collection,  p.  530.  b,  there  is  the 
case  of  a  qno  warranto  for  exercising  various  franchises, 
not  affecting  the  exercise  of  the  office  of  coroner :  and  the 
plea  claims  under  a  grant  by  the  Crown  to  Queen  Cathe- 
rine of  Arragon,  the  wife  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  to  have  for 
her  life  ''the  return  of  all  writs,  as  well  of  assize,  of  certifi- 
cates, and  attachments^  as  of  all  other  briefs  and  precepts 
of  the  king,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  also  simmoionses, 
extracts,  and  precepts  of  the  Exchequer/'  Here,  there- 
fore, a  grant  of  attachments  is  not  pretended  to  import 
the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner.  Again,  at  p.  537  is  to  be 
found  a  quo  warranto  against  the  inhabitants  of  Denbigh, 
for  having  a  court  before  their  bailiffs,  and  there  precisely 
the  same  words  occur  as  here : — '^  Nee  non  attachiamenta 
tam  de  placitis  coronae  quam  aliis  in  dict&  viU& :"  yet  no 
notion  was  entertained  of  claiming  under  these  words  the 
right  of  appointing  a  coroner.  In  truth,  the  only  pleas  of 
the  Crown  which  the  coroner  was  to  attach,  were  those 
that  appeared  before  him  upon  Ms  cum  view,  either  super 
visum  corporis,  or  when,  in  old  times,  he  had  the  power  of 
taking  inquests  upon  other  felonies.  The  other  side  have 
relied  much  upon  the  authority  of  Bracton,  as  shewing 
that  the  duties  of  the  coroner  generally  terminated  in  an 
attachment  of  the  person.  But  it  is  remarkable  that 
Bracton  nowhere  says,  in  express  words,  that  the  coro9ier 
is  to  attach.  His  words  are  not  ''attachiat  coronatorius,'^ 
but  ^'attachiendus,''  ^'let  him  be  attached."    Indeed,  in 

(a)  Ante,  p.  564. 
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Sxeh.  ofPUat,  ancient  times,  when  tlie  connties  were  first  divided  into 
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tithings,  it  will  be  found  that  the  decennaries  were  the 

parties  responsible  for  the  attaching  of  persons  suspected 
of  homicide  or  other  felonies.  In  the  preface  to  Home's 
Mirror,  the  editor,  speaking  of  the  duties  of  the  decennary^ 
says — ''  This  decennalis  fidejussio,  or  decemyirale  colle- 
gium, by  our  author  is  called  the  decennary,  who  were 
charged  to  bring  forth  the  person  of  every  offender  to 
answer  unto  the  law;  whereof  Mr.  Bracton  speaketh  in 
these  words—'  De  eo  autem  qui  fugam  fecerit  (he  speaketh 
of  one  after  a  felony  committed)  diligenter  erit  inquirendum 
si  fiierit  in  franciplegio  et  decennft,  et  tunc  erit  decenna 
in  misericordi&  coram  justiciariis,  quia  non  habent  ipsum 
malefactorem  ad  rectum/  And,  according  to  that  law, 
if  a  felon,  after  his  flying  or  conviction,  were  possessed 
of  goods,  the  town  or  decennary  was  answerable  for  the 
same:  and  if  the  same  were  embezzled  or  holden  from 
them,  the  decennary  might  seize  those  goods,  in  whose- 
soever possession  they  were  found,  as  appeareth  by  3 
Edw.  3,  in  Fitzherbert's  Abridgement,  title  '  Corona,* 
366/*  The  passage  thus  cited  from  Fitzh.  Abr.  is  as  fol- 
lows : — ''  Nota  quod  vicecomes  et  decennarii  seisire  possunt 
catalla  fugitivorum  in  manus  domini  regis,  et  vicecomes 
catalla  ilia  liberabit  villatse,  ad  respondendum  domini  regis 
in  itinerej  et  si  vicecomes  nee  decennarii  seisierint,  villa 
respondebit  regi  itinere/'  In  another  place  (p.  186),  Ktz- 
herbert,  in  enumerating  the  duties  of  the  coroner,  does  not 
say  that  he  is  to  attach  pleas  of  the  Crown,  but  that  he  is 
to  keqp  the  record  of  his  view,  &c.,  {"  doit  port  son  record 
de  son  view,'*  &c.)  So,  in  Home's  Mirror,  88,  the  author 
says — *^  To  coroners  anciently  were  enjoyned  the  keeping 
of  the  pleas  of  the  Crown,  which  extend  now  but  to  felonies 
and  adventures."  The  same  view  is  borne  out  by  a  curious 
entry  in  the  Parliamentary  Petitions,  in  the  case  of  the 
Abbot  of  Fumess,  (vol.  1,  p.  436),  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  sheriff  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  inquisitions 
super  visum  corporis.    It  is  a  petition  from  the  Abbot  of 
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Fumess,  complaining  of  a  great  mortality  in  the  district^  *»«*•  »/  ^'"w* 
and  reciting  that  divers  inquests  had  been  held  before  the 
sheriffs  and  coroners  of  Lancashire,  ('^devaunt  visconates 
et  coronours  fers  a  Lancastre.")  Again,  in  Dalton,  p.  157, 
in  setting  forth  the  duties  of  sheriffs,  it  is  said—'*  Nota 
quod  pro  transgressione  contra  coronam  regiam  quae  tan- 
git  vitam  et  membrum,  defendens  seu  delinquus  aitachia'- 
tu8  erit  per  corpus,''  &c.  In  Bracton,  p.  137,  there  is  a 
writ  set  out,  directed  to  the  sheriff,  directing  him  that  in 
case  of  the  arrest  of  a  party  for  felony,  "  super  visum 
custodum  pladtorum  coronae  nostras,  et  super  visum  tuum 
et  balUvorum  tuorum  et  legalium  hominum,  apprecien- 
tur  catalla  ipsius  capti,''  &c.  &c.  And  Dalton,  in  the 
chapter  on  bailiffs  of  franchises,  (p.  463),  says — '^  K  any 
felon  or  other  offender  against  the  king's  peace,  &c.,  shall 
be  within  any  liberty  or  franchise,  and  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  &c.,  shall  direct  their  warrant  or  process  to  the 
sheriff  for  the  apprehending  of  such  offender,  the  sheriff  is 
to  enter  such  franchise,  and  to  execute  the  process  or  war- 
rant, and  not  to  write  to  the  bailiff  of  the  franchise,  for  that 
here  the  king  is  a  party.''  These  authorities  appear  to 
shew,  that  the  attachment  of  pleas  of  the  Crown,  although 
principaUy  it  may  have  been  in  the  coroner  since  the  sta- 
tute of  3  £dw.  1,  which  undoubtedly  makes  him  the  party 
to  attach  pleas  upon  inquests  held  before  him,  yet  at  com- 
mon law,  and  down  to  a  later  period  than  is  now  the  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  was  by  no  means  exclusively  the  duty  of 
the  coroner.  If  that  be  so,  the  grant  of  attachments  of 
pleas  of  the  Crown,  with  a  clause  excluding  sheriffs  and 
bailiffs,  may  be  folly  satisfied  by  applying  it  to  those  at- 
tachments which  the  sheriffs  and  other  officers  were  au- 
thorized to  make ;  the  words  being  construed  merely  as  an 
extension  of  the  previous  words  "  retoma  brevium,"  &c., 
and  as  giving  the  power  to  make  arrests  and  attachments 
upon  the  writs  and  simimonses  before  mentioned.  And 
'^  if  the  king's  grant  can  enure  to  two  intents^  it  shall  be 
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Badh.  of  Pleats  taken  to  the  intent  that  makes  most  for  the  king's  be- 
vJ!^:^    nefit:''  Com.  Dig.,  Grant,  (G.  12). 
Jbwisor  Further,  it  is  distinctly  laid  down  that  the  king  cannot 

DrsoN.  grant  away  that  which  is  a  part  of  his  prerogative,  and  that 
the  appointment  o{ judicial  officers  is  a  part  of  his  preroga- 
tive. Now  a  coroner  is  undoubtedly,  to  this  day,  a  judicial 
officer  in  some  sense  of  the  word;  and  he  was  anciently  a 
judge  of  veiy  high  degree.  In  Dalton's  Sheriff,  443,  it  is 
said — "  The  coroners  are  judges  of  the  outlawries,  and  are  to 
tit  with  the  sheriff  at  every  county  court.  They  are  to  give 
judgments  upon  the  outlawries,  and  they  are  to  give  and 
pronounce  the  judgment,  and  to  make  a  short  memoran- 
dum thereof  in  the  book:  but  the  coroners  are  not  to  jnake 
return  of  the  outlawry,  for  the  custody  of  the  record  itself 
does  not  appertain  to  the  coroners,  but  the  sheriff.''  In 
Lord  Coke's  Commentary  on  the  Statute  of  Westminster 
the  First,  (2  Inst.  176),  he  observes  upon  the  passage,  "Que 
les  coroners  loialment  attachent  et  representent  les  pies 
del  coron,"  &;c.  ''By  this  it  appeareth  that  the  coroner 
is  judge  of  the  cause,  and  not  the  sheriff,  and  this  agreeth 
with  our  old  and  latter  books;  only  the  sheriffs  have 
counter-rolls  with  the  coroners  by  force  of  this  act,  and 
therefore  a  certiorari  may  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  and 
coroner,  to  remove  an  appeal  by  bill  before  the  coroner, 
because  the  sheriff  hath  a  counter*roll :  but  if  the  cer- 
tiorari be  directed  to  the  sheriff  only,  in  case  of  appeal  or 
indictment  of  death,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  remove  the 
record,  because  he  is  not  judge  of  the  cause,  but  hath 
only  a  counter-roll."  The  coroner's  is  a  Court  of  Re- 
cord, and  he  may  commit  for  contempt :  Cfamett  v.  Fer- 
rand{a).  It  is  stated  to  be  so  in  the  4  Inst.  271,  and 
Com.  Dig.,  Officer,  (G.  5) :  where  also  it  is  said  that  the 
coroner  has  jurisdiction  to  take  an  appeal  of  robbery  or 
other  felony,  and  that  upon  such  appeal  he  alone  is  judge, 

(a)  6  B.  &  Cr.  611  ;  9  D.  &  R.  657. 
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tbongh  by  the  Statute  of  Westminster  the  sheriff  has  the  &«*•  ^  P^^* 
counter-rolls  of  appeals  and  inquests  with  the  coroner.  - 

Even,  however,  if  the  office  of  coroner  be  not  of  a  Jbwison 
strictly  judicial  nature,  it  was  one  of  great  importance  Dtson. 
and  dignity,  and  a  grant  in  terms  so  vague  and  general 
as  this  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  conveying  it.  The 
question  ought  to  be  construed  as  if  it  had  arisen  at  the 
time  the  grant  was  made :  all  that  the  subsequent  parlia- 
mentary charters  purported  to  do  was,  to  confirm  what 
was  granted  by  the  original  charter  of  Edw.  8.  It  is 
therefore  to  be  construed  like  any  other  grant  to  an  ordin- 
ary subject  of  the  Crown,  and  as  if  the  Duke  of  Lancaster 
were  now  a  party  unconnected  with  the  Crown,  claiming, 
on  the  one  hand,  against  the  Crown^s  prerogative,  and  on 
the  other,  against  the  general  rights  of  the  commonalty, 
as  they  originaUy  existed  at  common  law,  and  were  after- 
wards confirmed  by  statute.  Now  it  is  submitted,  that 
the  true  rule  for  the  construction  of  grants  by  the  Crown 
is,  that  they  are  to  be  construed  strictly,  in  reference  to 
the  question  whether  the  Crown  has  parted  with  any  por- 
tion of  its  prerogative.  When  that  is  made  clear,  then  the 
grant  is  to  be  taken  in  the  most  ample  and  abundant  sense, 
and  to  be  construed  liberally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
that  ascertained  intention  its  fullest  effect.  The  strongest 
words  against  the  Crown,  according  to  the  authorities, 
are,  "  ex  certft  scienti&  /'  the  next  strong,  "  ex  mero 
motu;"  the  third,  those  which  are  found  in  this  case, — 
"  ex  speciali  gratift;''  and  the  weakest  where  it  professes 
to  be  granted  ''  ex  humili  petitione.'^  This  is  not  a  case, 
therefore,  in  which  the  charter  is  to  be  construed  strongly 
against  the  Crown,  but  one  in  which  the  intention  ought 
to  be  certain  upon  the  face  of  it. 

The  finding  of  the  jury  in  this  case  can  be  made  use  of 
only  to  this  extent : — the  jury  find  what  has  been  the  usage, 
and  the  Court  are  to  put  their  construction  upon  the 
charter,  assisted  by  the  finding  of  the  jury.    But  the  con- 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleat,  stmction  of  an  ancient  charter  of  this  kind  is  not  a  matter 
^   ^      ^     in  pais,  and  cannot  be  properly  left  to  the  decision  of  a 
JswiBON      jury.    The  law  is,  that  the  jury  are  to  find  the  usage,  and 
Dysok;        the  Court,  applying  that  usage  to  the  charter,  may,  if  it 
throws  light  upon  the  subject,  assist  itself  by  the  usage  in 
construing  the  terms  of  the  charter :  but  first  the  Court 
are  to  say  whether,  in  point  of  law,  those  terms  are  suffi- 
cient to  convey  anything  with  that  reasonable  degree  of 
certainty  which  the  law  requires. 

Now  it  is  laid  down  as  a  general  position  of  law,  (Yin. 
Abr.,  Prserogative,  (C),  where  the  authorities  are  collected), 
that  general  words  will  not  take  away  the  right  of  the 
Crown.  The  question  is,  what  is  the  meaning  of  "  general 
words  ^'  with  reference  to  this  matter.  It  appears  to  be 
this  —  that  inasmuch  as  ''  dolus  latet  in  generalibus,'' 
under  general  words  the  Court  cannot  see  distinctly  that 
the  Crown  knew  what  it  was  granting.  That  principle  is 
the  foundation  also  of  another  rule  already  referred  to, 
which,  in  other  terms,  means  almost  the  same  thing, — 
that  if  a  charter  of  this  nature  is  capable  of  two  interpre- 
tations, each  of  which  is  equally  favourable  or  unfavourable 
to  the  Crown,  it  is  uncertain  and  void.  Thus,  a  grant  of  ^'all 
mines,  amerciaments,  and  escheats,^'  will  not  pass  mines 
royal  or  escheat  royal:  17  Vin.  Abr.  133.  So, by  a  grant  of 
**  retoma  omnium  brevium,*'  the  grantee  shall  not  have  re- 
turn of  Exchequer  simxmons :  Bro.  Abr.,  Patents,  pi.  32 ; 
17  Vin.  Abr.  132.  In  Parmeter  v.  Attomey-General  (a),  it 
was  held,  that  where  a  part  of  the  sea  coast,  being  the 
property  of  the  Crown,  was  alleged  to  have  been  granted 
to  a  subject,  he  must  shew  a  specific  description  of  the 
particular  place  so  meant  to  be  conveyed,  for  he  could  not 
avail  himself  of  general  words.  In  that  case  occurs  the 
following  observation,  attributed  to  Lord  Eldon : — "  The 
Lord  Chancellor  inquired  what  part  of  the  letters  patent 

(a)  10  Price,  378,  412 ;  1  Dow,  P.  C.  316,  323. 
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had  described  the  appellant's  land ;  because  the  first  diffi-  Bxeh.  of  PUat^ 


1842. 


culty  is^  said  his  Lordship,  whether  it  be  possible,  in  point 

of  law,  that  a  grant  of  the  Crown  in  these  general  terms      Jewison 

can  be  good/'    Now  the  terms  of  the  grant  in  that  case        Dtsoit. 

were, — ^'  All  and  singular  other  his  said  Majesty's  lands 

commonly  called  the  wastes  of  the  sea,  vazes  and  vazey  lands, 

Sec.  &c.,  lying,  being,  and  abutting  in  or  near  Bewley 

Haven,  Porchester  Haven,  the  haven  of  the  town  of 

Lymington,  Hurst  Castle,  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  Thorley^ 

and  Althans,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Yarmouth  Haven, 

Freshwater,  and  Newtonhook  Point/'    The  same  doctrine 

was  recognized  in  Alcock  v.  Cooke  (a),  which  was  a  question 

whether  wreck  passed  by  a  grant  £rom  the  Crown.    It  is 

said,  indeed,  that  these  are  not  general  words  in  this  sense, 

but  that  this  is  a  specific  form  of  words,  to  which,  by  a 

necessary  implication,  is  attached  a  certain  effect,  viz.  that 

the  words  "  attachments  of  pleas  of  the  Crown"  necessarily 

imply  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  coroner.     But  it 

has  already  been  shewn  that  those  words  are  capable  of 

more  than  one  construction^  and  that  being  so,  the  grant 

IB  therefore  either  uncertain  and  void,  or,  if  it  is  to  have 

any  effect,  it  must  enure  to  take  the  least  out  of  the 

Crown^  and  to  grant  only  the  power  to  make  attachments 

on  the  proceedings  previously  mentioned  in  the  charter. 

Cur.  adv.  vult 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^In  the  case  otJewison  v.  Dymm^ 
which  was  argued  at  great  length  on  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  upon  the  construction  of  the  charter  which  is  sup- 
posed to  create  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  we  have  consi** 
dered  the  arguments  that  have  been  offered;  and  although 

(a)  5  Bing.  340;  2  M.  &  P*  625« 
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M*eh.  •/  Pieoi,  I  cannot  think  tlie  question  of  so  much  importance  as  it  itf 

-     represented  by  the  counsel  who  argued  it,  for  it  is  a  mere 

^EwisoN      question  which  of  two  coroners  shall  have  the  fees  for 

PYBoir.       executing  the  duties  of  coroner  in  a  certain  district,  (which 

10  of  comparatively  little  importance  to  the  public) ;  yet 

we  are  of  opinion,  considering  the  whole  of  the  case,  that 

the  charter  has  been  rightly  construed  by  the  Judge  and 

the  jury,  at  least  by  the  jury,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 

disturb  the  verdict. 

The  question  is  this,  whether  or  not  the  words  of  the 
charter  were  sufficient  to  convey  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
the  right  of  appointing  a  coroner  within  the  district  of  the 
Honor  of  Fontefract.  The  words  are  '^  attachiamenta  tarn 
de  placitis  coronse  quam  de  aliis  quibuscumque/'  And  the 
words  are  followed  by  a  declaration,  that  none  of  the  king's 
ministers  or  baili£fs  shall  interfere  with  the  rights  granted 
to  the  duchy.  Then,  at  the conduaion,  "  Our  coroners" 
are  mentioned  amongst  others  who  shall  not  interfere. 

Mr.  Cresswell,  in  the  very  able  ai^ument  which  he 
addressed  to  us  upon  the  subject,  adduced  sufficient  autho- 
rities to  shew  that  the  words  "  attachiamenta  de  placitis 
ooronse,"  and  the  words  "  attachiamenta  placitorum 
coronse/'  are  used  in  contemporaneous  charters  in  the 
same  sense;  and  I  think  they  must  have  been  so  used, 
because  the  preposition  *'de,"  which  is  Norman  French 
idiom,  found  its  way  very  early  into  our  Law  Latin,  and 
is  generally  used  to  express  the  genitive  case.  But  if 
there  be  any  distinction,  the  wt>rd8  "attachiamenta  de 
placitis  coronse''  must  be  construed  in  a  larger  sense  than 
the  words  "attachiamenta  placitorum  coronte,"  because 
the  one  would  be  confined  strictly  to  what  were  pleas  of  the 
Crown,  the  other  would  apply  to  all  matters  of  and  relating 
to  pleas  of  the  Crown;  therefore,  if  there  be  any  dis- 
tinction in  the  words,  those  used  in  the  charter  are  the 
larger.  But  I  think  it  was  clearly  proved  by  the  autho- 
rities adduced  by  Mr.  Cresswell,  to  which  I  need  not  refer 
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more  particularly,  that  these  words  were  sufficient  to  con-  Exeh  of  Pieat, 

1842 
vey^  and  have  been  rightly  construed  to  convey^  a  right  to 

appoint  a  coroner^  or  rather  the  right  to  perform  the 
duties  of  a  coroner.  The  arguments  adduced  by  Mr. 
Cresswell  satisfied  my  mind^  and  I  believe  those  of  my 
learned  Brothers,  that  the  words  of  the  charter  are  suffi- 
cient to  convey  the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner. 

It  was  then  said  that  the  king  could  not  by  these  general 
words  grant  power  to  appoint  a  coroner ;  and  in  order  to 
establish  that,  it  was  contended  that  the  coroner  was  a 
judicial  officer,  and  that  the  Crown  could  not  delegate  the 
right  to  appoint  a  judicial  officer.    But  I  am  surprised 
that  it  was  not  seen  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  discussion, 
that  those  two  arguments  were  inconsistent  with  each 
other;  because,  if  the  king  could  not  delegate  the  power 
to  appoint  a  coroner  at  all,  because  he  was  a  judicial 
officer,  he  could  not  do  it  by  the  most  express  words. 
That  argument,  therefore,  is  really  of  no  weight,  and  the 
question  still  turns  upon  the  point,  whether  these  words 
are  sufficient  to  give  the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner.    If 
the  king  could  not  give  the  right  by  express  words,  what 
is  the  use  of  the  other  argument?    It  is  said  that  the 
coroner  is  a  judicial  officer;  but  that  argument  consists  in 
attributing  two  uses  to  the  word  "judicial;''  using  the 
popular  sense  of  the  word  in  order  to  cover  an  argument 
that  is  derived  firom  the  use  of  the  word  in  a  strictly  legal 
sense.    Many  officers  may  be  called  judicial  to  a  certain 
extent,  who  are  not  judicial  within  the  general  meaning  of 
the  law  which  says  that  the  Crown  cannot  delegate  to 
another  person  its  right  to  appoint  judicial  officers.    Is  it 
to  be  said  that  the  officers  of  this  Court  are  judicial 
officers?  and  yet  they  do  much  more  in  the  character  oi 
judicial  functionaries  than  coroners  do.    There  are  many 
other  officers  who,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  the  popular  sense 
of  the  word,  are  called  *' judicial,'^  and  yet  are  not  judicial 
officers  to  determine  causes  inter  partes;  for  it  is  to  that 
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jUek.  rf  PUas,  that  the  power  of  the  Crown  is  limited,  that  it  miist  not 
1842 

-     delegate  the  right  of  appointing  to  the  administration 

Jewmon      of  justice,  to  be  performed  by  the  delegate,  and  divest 

Dtsow.       itself  of  the  power  of  administering  justice  to  all  its 

subjects. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  coroner's  is  a  court  of  record. 
I  am  very  unwilling  to  enter  into  that  discussion;  but  I 
must  own,  if  it  were  res  integra,  I  think  it  would  be  wise 
to  consider  whether  that  extra-judicial  opinion,  delivered 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  }n  the 
case  that  has  been  cited  (a),  is  a  sufficient  authority  for 
saying  that  the  coroner's  court  is  a  court  of  record.  It 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  in  order  to  decide  that  case,  to 
say  that  every  person  who  administers  a  public  duty  has 
a  right  to  preserve  order  in  the  place  where  it  is  adminis- 
tered, and  to  turn  out  any  person  who  is  found  there  for 
improper  purposes. 

K  the  coroner's  is  a  court  of  record,  because  he  makes  a 
record  to  deliver  to  the  judges  of  assize  (or  the  justices  in 
eyre,  as  was  the  ancient  practice),  why  is  not  the  sheriflF^s 
court  a  court  for  record?  because  he  makes  the  plaint 
into  a  record,  and  transmits  it  to  the  superior  court.  It  is 
not  a  court  of  record  merely  because  the  instrument  upon 
which  he  takes  the  inquisition  is  to  be  reduced  to  parchment, 
and  made  the  record  of  another  court.  If,  however,  there  be 
any  ancient  practice  to  shew  that  there  are  any  functions 
(which  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  there  are  not)  which  the 
coroner  is  entitled  to  perform,  of  a  judicial  nature,  as  weU 
as  others  which  are  not  judicial,  I  see  no  reason  to  think 
that  at  least  the  Crown  may  not  delegate  the  right  to  ap- 
point an  officer,  whether  he  is  called  a  coroner  or  other- 
wise, who  may  do  those  duties  which  are  not  of  a  judicial 
nature.  Now,  I  cannot  think  that  an  inquisition  upon  a 
body,  and  assisting  a  jury  in  taking  that  inquisition,  is  in 

(a)  OameU  v.  Ferrand,  ante,  p.  580. 
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its  nature  a  judicial  duty:  and  the  words  '' attachiamenta  EwK  of  pum, 

1842 
de  placitis  coronse''  appear  emphatically  to  refer  to  the  '  ^ 

province  of  the  coroner's  jury;  because  it  is  when  an  in-  J^whom 
yestigation  is  made  by  a  jury,  which  he  is  to  assemble,  and  Dtson. 
to  which  he  is  to  afford  all  the  assistance  he  can,  that,  if 
they  find  a  verdict  for  murder  or  manslaughter,  he  is  to 
issue  his  warrant,  which  is  the  ^^  attachment/'  I  think 
that  is  the  fair  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  statute  as  to 
the  appointment  of  coroners.  K,  then,  the  words  here  are 
sufficient  to  carry  the  right  to  appoint,  and  if  the  appoint- 
ment is  not  of  a  judicial  officer,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
whole  argument  falls  to  the  ground,  which  is  founded  upon 
those  principles.  It  has  been  said,  again,  that  the  statute 
of  28th  of  Edward  8,  which  regulates  the  appointment 
of  coroners,  declares  that  they  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
freeholders,  from  the  proper  men  in  the  counties :  and 
it  is  contended  by  Mr.  Wortley  that  that  statute  precluded 
the  Crown  from  exercising  the  power  it  had  before,  of 
delegating  the  right  to  appoint  a  coroner,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  power  to  appoint  a  coroner  in  any  other  way 
than  that  which  the  statute  ref.ognizes.  But  there  is  a 
clause  in  that  statute  which  sares  to  the  king,  and  all 
lords  of  franchises  and  seigniories,  the  right  to  appoint  a 
coroner  as  they  have  done  before.  And  according  to  this 
construction,  as  the  charter  in  question  was  granted  before 
the  passing  of  the  28th  of  Edward  3,  the  consequence  is, 
that  if  by  that  charter  this  right  was  granted,  the  statute  of 
28th  Edward  3  is  not  in  opposition  to  it,  but  rather  a  re- 
cognition of  it.  Therefore  that  argument  also  falls  to  the 
ground. 

It  was  alleged  that  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  have  never 
appointed  a  coroner.  Now,  supposing  that  were  so,  and 
supposing  that  the  words  of  the  charter  which  created  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  granted  in  the  same  terms  the  right  to 
appoint  a  coroner,  but  that  the  Duke  of  Cornwall  has 
never  exercised  it,  would  that  be  any  argument  in  this 
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SttA.  of  PUoit  case?  The  mere  omission  to  use  tlie  power  in  the  one 
i.  ^  ^  case  is  not  an  argument  upon  the  construction  of  the 
Jewison  words.  But  let  us  look  at  the  case,  and  see  what  it  is. 
Dyson.  Mr.  Wortley  stated  that  there  had  been  seventeen  Dukes 
of  Cornwall,  but  he  omitted  to  state  how  long  they  con- 
tinued in  each  case.  It  is  well  known,  and  any  one  who 
consults  The  Princes  Case  in  Coke's  Reports  (a)  (one  of  the 
most  learned  and  elaborate  which  is  to  be  found  in  those 
Reports)  will  see,  that  the  question  there  was  as  to  the 
tenure  and  constitution  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall ;  and 
after  a  long  debate  of  all  the  judges,  in  a  judgment  full  of 
learning  and  research,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  could  not  be  created  by  the  king's 
prerogative  at  common  law,  because  it  was  constituting  an 
honor,  and  a  tenure  inconsistent  with  the  common  law, 
and  that  it  could  only  be  legally  done  by  statute.  And 
in  the  same  manner  the  creation  of  the  County  Palatine 
of  Lancaster  was  by  statute,  passed  at  the  requisition  of 
the  king  and  his  lords  in  Parliament. 

The  Duchy  of  Cornwall  is,  indeed,  a  very  peculiar 
tenure.  It  only  exists  when  there  is  the  eldest  son  of  a 
king  bom  after  he  becomes  reigning  king.  He  alone  can 
enjoy  it,  and  the  moment  he  becomes  king  it  ceases,  and 
is  absorbed  in  the  Crown.  What,  then,  is  the  conse- 
quence of  that  ?  The  necessary  consequence  is,  that  in 
the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  whenever  the  duchy  ceases  to 
exist,  being  absorbed  in  the  Crown,  the  appointments  oi 
coroners  are  made  in  the  same  way  as  the  appointments  in 
any  other  county,  by  the  freeholders ;  and  if  afterwards  a 
different  authority  should  intervene  by  the  birth  of  a 
Prince  of  Wales,  he  cannot  interfere  with  such  existing 
appointments ;  he  has  no  power  to  divest  an  existing  of- 
ficer, but  only  to  appoint  to  those  offices  when  they  be- 
come vacant.  Therefore  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
found  any  ai^ument  at  all  upon  that  state  of  things,  be- 

(a)  8  Rep.  1,  a. 


HILABT   TEBM^  6    VICT.  589 

cause  the  fact  may  have  beeiT  that  there  was  no  instance  ^^^  ^  ^^os^ 

1842 
during  the  existence  of  a  Duke  of  Cornwall  in  which  a 

coronership  was  vacant.    Before  the  argument  could  have 
any  weighty  that  fact  ought  to  be  ascertained. 

With  respect  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  I  have  had 
some  opportunity  of  knowing  that,  in  ancient  times,  a 
great  portion  of  the  records  of  the  duchy  were  not  very 
well  kept.  There  is  one  class  of  documents  that  are  very 
well  preserved,  namely,  bills  in  equity  filed  in  the  Duchy 
Court;  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that,  I  believe,  some 
of  them  are  of  more  antiquity  than  any  now  existing 
amongst  the  records  of  the  Court  of  Chancery:  but 
with  respect  to  other  proceedings,  such  as  the  appoint- 
ments of  officers,  and  so  on,  I  believe  that,  till  a  very  recent 
period,  the  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  generally  were  not  kept  in  a  place  of  deposit, 
so  as  to  be  traceable  to  any  great  antiqtdty.  It  was 
so  likewise  in  the  Duchy  of  ComwaU.  In  the  case  of 
the  Duchy  of  ComwaU,  it  is  almost  incredible  how  the 
documents  belonging  to  that  Court  were  scattered  about : 
a  great  many  are  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer — a  great  many 
in  the  Tower  of  London;  and  certainly  till  a  very  recent 
period,  the  accession  of  King  George  the  Fourth,  the 
records  of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  were  never  kept  in  a 
proper  place  and  condition.  I  am  therefore  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  deficiency  of  early  evidence,  as  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  coroner,  and  as  to  his  duties :  it  is  a  matter 
that  one  would  naturally  infer  from  the  state  of  things 
that  existed  anterior  to  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  I 
think,  therefore,  there  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  facts, 
which  have  been  carefully  looked  at  upon  the  learned 
Judge's  notes,  that  can  be  properly  used  to  contravene  the 
arguments  which  have  been  adduced  to  establish  the 
construction  that  has  been  put  upon  this  charter.  It 
is  not  inconsistent  with  ancient  usage.  The  jury  had  a 
right  to  presume  that  that  usage  had  existed  at  a  time 

VOL.  IX.  BR  M.  w. 
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mere  non-existenoe  of  any  record  of  the  coroner  perform- 
ing the  duty  I  consider  as  of  the  less  importance,  on  ac- 
count of  the  circumstance  I  have  stated,  that  the  records 
of  that  period  were  very  imperfectly  kept. 

Under  these  circumstances,  conceiving  that  these  words 
are  sufficient  to  delegate  to  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  the  right 
to  appoint  a  coroner,  and  conceiving  that  such  a  right 
might  exist  in  the  Crown  at  the  time  that  the  charter  was 
granted  ,we  think  that  a  proper  construction  has  been  put 
upon  it  by  the  jury,  that  we  ought  not  to  disturb  the 
verdict,and  that  therefore  the  rule  must  be  discharged. 

Parke,  B. — I  had  not  an  opportunity  erf  hearing  a  great 
part  of  the  argument  in  this  case.  All  that  I  can  say  is, 
that  so  far  as  I  did  hear  it,  I  see  no  reason  to  dissent  from 
the  view  taken  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  that  this  verdict 
ought  not  to  be  disturbed. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  charter  is  capable  of  the  construction  which 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  has  put  upon  it,  and  that  that  con- 
struction, coupled  with  the  evidence,  fully  authorized  the 
jury  to  come  to  the  conclusion  at  which  they  arrived.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  say  whether  by  the  charter  a  power  is 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  to  create  a  coroner  eo 
nomine :  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  under  that  charter,  to  appoint 
an  officer  to  perform  the  duties  which  are  granted  to 
him,  of  "  attachiamenta  de  placitb  coronse ;  ^'  and  the  duty 
that  in  this  case  was  attempted  to  be  performed  by  the 
defendant,  the  coroner  for  the  West  Riding,  interfered 
with  and  was  contrary  to  the  performance  of  that  duty 
under  the  charter.  That  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  judg- 
ment in  this  case.  I£  there  are  any  duties  of  the  coroner 
which  are  properly  of  a  judicial  nature,  it  may  be  that 
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those  fall  within  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr.  Wortley,  upon  Exch.  pf  fum, 
the  authorities  which  he  cited  to  us  yesterday.    But  this 
is  not  a  case  within  that  rule. 

OuBNBT,  B. — ^I  have  heard  the  argument  on  one  side 

only,  and  only  a  portion  of  that;  and  not  having  heard 

the  case  on  the  other  side,  I  cannot  presume  to  give  any 

opinion. 

Rule  discharged. 


VACATION  SITTINGS  AFTER  HILARY 
TERM. 


Harris  v.  Birch,  Bart. 

TFeh.  9. 
ROVER  for  wine. — Pleas,  first,  not  guilty;  secondly,  a  firm  that 

not  possessed ;  on  which  issues  were  joined.    At  the  trial  to*obtain  arf°* 
before  Wighiman.  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool  assizes,  it  ap-  advance  of 

"^  ,       -^  'X-     money  on  their 

peared  that  the  defendant,  the  sheriff  of  Lancashire,  had  bill,  wrote  to 

seized  the  wine  in  question  under  a  fieri  facias  against  lender^^taUng 

Messrs.  Jones,  Windle,  &  Co.  Those  persons  had  previously  deration'^of  Ws 

pledged  the  wine  to  the  plaintiff,  by  virtue  of  the  following  J*^*^!^^?!^  *'^®*' 

letter  : —  handed  him 

therewith  the 
bill  of  lading 

''  To  Rice  Harris,  Esq.,  Birmingham.  T^^fjate'for 

"Liverpool,  12th  January,  1840,       wines  expected 

to  arrive,  which 

''  Dear  Sir, — ^Agreeably  to  the  arrangement  between  the  would  afford 
writer  and  yourself,  we  now  wait  on  you  with  our  draft  for  be^ondThT^ 
£500,  for  which  we  beg  your  acceptance,  with  the  under-  J",°"°*.°^*]*® 
standing  that  we  shall  provide  for  the  same  at  maturity ;  gaging  to  land 
and  in  consideration  of  your  accepting  said  draft,  we  hand  the  wine8,^to'be 
you  herewith  bill  of  lading  and  policy  of  insurance  for  polai'-HeW," 

that  this  docu- 
ment did  not  require  a  mortgage  stamp,  within  the  65  Geo.  8,  c.  184,  sched.,  part  1,  title 
*  Mortgage.' 

R  r2 
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Bxeh.  of  Pleas,  wines  daily  expected  per  '  Jason/  now  discharging  part  of 
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her  cai^o  at  Waterford,  and  particulars  of  other  wines  we 
have  placed  in  your  name.  These  together  will  afford  you 
security  beyond  the  amount  of  the  bill.  With  regard  to 
the  wines  to  arrive^  we  shall  land  and  warehouse  them^  to 
be  held  at  your  disposal.  Assuring  you  it  is  our  wish  to 
place  you  beyond  all  risk,  we  have  thus  readily  complied 
with  your  suggestion. 

"We  remain,  dear  Sir, 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

"  Jones,  Windle,  &  Co." 

With  this  letter  were  transmitted  the  particulars  of  the 
wines,  and  the  bill  of  lading,  indorsed  generally  by  Jones, 
Windle,  &  Co.  The  plaintiff,  after  some  correspondence 
had  taken  place,  acceded  to  the  request  of  Jones,  Windle, 
&  Co.,  and  advanced  them  the  money.  The  letters  were 
produced  in  evidence,  and  bore  an  agreement  stamp.  It 
was  objected  for  the  defendant  that  they  amounted  to  a 
mortgage  of  the  wines,  and  were  not  admissible  without  a 
mortgage  stamp,  under  the  55  Geo.  3,  c.  184,  sched.  1, 
part  1,  tit.  "  Mortgage  (a)."  The  learned  Judge  overruled 
the  objection,  and  received  the  evidence,  and  the  plaintiff 
obtained  a  verdict. 

(a)  The  following  are  the  ma-  ing,  any  conveyance,  disposition, 

terial  clauses  of  the  schedule: —  assignation,  or  tack,  of  any  lands, 

"  Mortgage,  conditional  surrender  estate,    or     property  whaUoever, 

by  way  of  mortgage,  further  charge,  which   shall  be  apparently  abso- 

wadset,  and  heritable  bond,  dispo-  lute,  but  intended  only  as  a  se- 

sition,  assignation,  or  tack  in  secu-  curity."      "  Also  any  agreement, 

rity,  and  eik  to  a  reversion,  of  or  contract,    or   bond,    accompanied 

affecting  any  lands,  estates,  or  pro-  with  a  deposit  of  title-deeds,  for 

perty,  real  or  personal,  heritable  or  making   a   mortgage,  wadset,    or 

moveable  whatsoever."  "  Also  any  any  such  other  security  or  convey- 

defeasance,  letter  of  reversion,  back-  ance  as  aforesaid,  of  any  lands,  et- 

bond,  declaration,  or  other  deed  or  tate,  or  property,  comprised  in  such 

writuig  for  defeating  or  making  re-  title-deeds,  or  for  pledging  or  chaig- 

deemaUe,  or  explaining  or  quidify-  ing  the  same  as  a  security." 
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In  last  Michaelmas  term^  CressweU  obtained  a  rale  nisi  B^ock.  rf  Pleats 


for  a  new  trials  on  the  above  objection. 


1842. 


Hamub 


Baines  and  Martin  now  shewed  canse. — ^The  letters  read  bircb. 
in  evidence  do  not  amount  to  a  mortgage,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Stamp  Act,  but  merely  to  an  agreement 
for  a  plei^e  of  these  wines.  The  distinction  between  a 
mortgage  and  a  pledge  is  well  known  to  the  law,  and  is 
obvious  in  itself.  A  mortgage  conveys  to  the  mortgagee 
the  whole  property  in  the  land  or  chattel,  conditionally,  so 
that  as  soon  as  the  condition  is  broken,  the  property,  at 
law,  remains  absolutely  in  the  mortgagee :  but  in  the  case 
of  a  pledge,  the  pawnee  has  only  a  special  property  in  the 
thing  pledged,  with  power,  indeed,  to  dispose  of  it  in  de- 
fault of  payment,  but  subject  to  the  obligation  of  account- 
ing to  the  pawnor  for  the  surplus.  The  authorities  relating 
to  this  subject  are  all  collected  in  the  notes  to  the  case  of 
Coggs  V.  Bernard,  in  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  vol.  1,  p.  100, 
where  the  legal  distinction  above  referred  to  is  ably  il- 
lustrated. In  Smith  v«  Cator  (a),  a  letter  whose  primary 
object  was,  as  here,  the  obtaining  an  advance  of  money  on 
a  pledge  of  goods  expected  to  arrive,  was  held  nevertheless 
to  require  only  an  agreement  stamp.  [They  dted  also 
Tomkins  v.  Ashby{b);  Sneezum  v.  Marshall  {c);  Jones  v. 
Smith  {d);  RatcliffY.Davies{e);  Walter  v.  Smith  {f);  Bac. 
Abr.,  Bailment,  (B.) ;  Story  on  Bailments,  p.  197] .  But  it 
may  be  said,  that  though  not  strictly  a  mortgage,  this  is  a 
" disposition  "  of  "personal  property,^'  within  the  meaning 
of  those  words  in  the  first  clause  under  the  title  'Mortgage ' 
in  the  Stamp  Act.  But  those  words  refer  only  to  dispositions 
of  property  by  way  of  mortgage  in  Scotland.  This  is  plain 
from  the  former  items  in  the  schedule  under  the  word 
'  Disposition,'  where  express  reference  is  made  to  the  title 

(a)  2  B.  &  AW.  778.  (d)  2  Ves.  jun.  378. 

(b)  6B.&Cr.541;  9D.&R.543.  (e)  Cro.  Jac.  244. 

(c)  7  M.  &  W.  417.  (/)  5  B.  &  Aid.  439. 
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Bxeh.  of  PUat,  'Mortgage:'  as  ''Disposition  in  security^  in  Scotland* — 
See  Mortgage."  "Disposition  of  any  wadset^  heritable 
bond^  &c. — See  Mortgage/' 

Kelly  and  Cromptan,  contra. — ^The  transaction  in  qnes* 
tion  was  in  substance  a  mortgage  of  these  wines^  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Stamp  Act.  A  mortgage  is  a  defivery 
to  another  of  land  or  goods^  as  a  security  for  money,  to  be 
re-delivered  on  repayment  of  the  money.  Suppose  these 
parties  had  entered  into  a  deed  for  the  same  purposes  as 
are  expressed  in  the  letter  of  Jones,  Windle,  &  Co.;  could 
it  have  been  said  that  that  was  not  a  mortgage  security 
for  the  £500,  and  that  a  stamp  accordingly  would  not  have 
been  necessary  ?  It  can  make  no  real  difference  in  the 
nature  of  the  transaction,  that  ordinarily  interest  is  made 
payable,  and  that  the  principal  is  not  to  be  repaid  until 
after  a  certain  time.  But,  at  all  events,  this  is  a  disposi- 
tion of  personal  property  within  the  meaning  of  the  Stamp 
Act.  The  word  disposition  has  reference  to  transfers  of 
personal  property  of  this  kind,  as  the  previous  words  have 
to  conveyances  of  real  property. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  Stamp  Act  is  to  be  construed  strictly, 
and  to  be  extended  to  such  cases  only  as  clearly  £gJ1  within 
its  provisions :  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  case  does  not 
fall  within  any  of  the  clauses  in  question.  A  mortgage 
stamp  is  required  only  where  there  is  a  regular  conveyance 
by  way  of  security  for  money,  and  not  where  there  has 
been  merely  a  deposit  of  goods,  or  of  some  document  re- 
lating to  goods,  as  a  bill  of  lading  or  a  dock-warrant. 
This  transaction,  therefore,  certainly  does  not  amount  to  a 
mortgage,  because  that  can  only  be  by  a  regular  instru- 
ment of  conveyance.  I  was,  however,  at  first  disposed  to 
think  that  it  came  within  the  words  of  the  first  clause  of 
the  schedule  under  the  title  'Mortgage,'  and  might  be 
considered  as  a  "disposition"  of  "personal  properly," 
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within  the  meaning  of  that  clause ;  bat  I  am  now  satisfied  jswA.  tf  Pkm 
that  the  word  "  disposition  "  is  made  use  of  only  as  a  term  .  ^^""l. 
of  the  Scotch  law,  and  that  those  words  have  reference  to 
legal  instruments  used  in  Scotland.  Nor  do  I  think  that 
this  transaction  can  be  considered  to  faQ  within  the  other 
clause  of  the  schedule,  which  comprehends  ''any  agree- 
ment, contract,  or  bond,  accompanied  with  a  deposit  of 
title  deeds,  for  making  a  mortgage,  wadset,  or  any  other 
such  security  or  conveyance  as  aforesaid/^  A  bill  of  lading 
bears  no  resemblance  to  the  instruments  mentioned  in  that 
clause ;  it  is  a  well-known  mercantile  mode  of  transferring 
the  property  in  goods.  Neither  can  the  transaction  be  con- 
sidered as  falling  within  the  terms  of  a  preceding  clause,  as 
a  "  defeasance,''  because  that  applies  to  deeds  or  writings 
'*  for  defeating,  or  making  redeemable,  or  explaining,  or 
qualifying  any  conveyance,  disposition,''  &c.,  which  on  the 
face  of  it  appears  to  be  absolute,  but  in  truth  is  intended  as 
a  security  only.  The  indorsement  on  a  bill  of  lading  does 
not  amount  to  a  conveyance.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
I  think  the  stamp  in  this  case  was  sufficient,  and  that  the 
rule  must  be  discharged. 

Aldebson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  it 
is  clear  that  none  of  the  first  three  clauses  of  the  schedule, 
under  the  title  '  Mortgage,'  have  any  application  to  this 
case.  Then  the  fifth  refers  only  to  the  case  of  agreements, 
contracts,  or  bonds,  to  make  a  mortgage,  accompanied  by 
a  deposit  of  title-deeds.  Here  no  titie-deeds  were  depo- 
sited. Nor  do  I  think  the  preceding  clause  applies,  for  the 
reason  which  has  been  given.  This  transaction  amounted 
to  a  pledge  of  the  goods  merely,  and  is  not  within  the 
terms  of  this  part  of  the  act  at  all. 

OuBNET,  B.,  and  Rolfs,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  discharged. 
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Feb.  9. 
The  pluDtiffs, 


Hardman  and  Others  v.  Bellhouse. 

Assumpsit  for  goods  sold,  money  had  and  received, 
LW^^roo^^^^^  *^^  ^^  ^^  account  stated.  Fleas,  first,  non  assumpsit; 
in  the  habit  of    secondly,  payment:  thirdly,  as  to  £350,  parcel  Sec.,  deli- 

consigniDg  to  .. 

the  defendants,  very  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  acceptance  by  them,  of  a  bill  of 
reai,"oods  on  exchange  for  that  amount,  drawn  by  R.  M'Lellan,  and  in- 
saie  or  return,    ^qj^^  to  him  by  the  plaintiffs,  in  full  satis&ction  and 

and  of  receiving  ^  '^  '  . 

in  payment  bills  discharge  of  the  Said  sum  of  jS350,  parcel  &c. :  on  which 
houses  pur-  pleas  issucs  wcrc  taken  and  joined.  At  the  trial  before 
defendants  wk  WigUmon,  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool  assizes,  the  facts  ap- 
the  proceed^     pearcd  to  be  as  follows : — 

The  plamtiflfe       *^  ,   .  «  -r^    xt     j 

having  desired  The  plaintiffs  wcrc  the  sumvmg  partners  of  E.  Hard- 

undoSbted  bills  man,  and  with  him  had  carried  on  business  as  merchants 

to*them  ^h^*  ^^  Liverpool.     The  defendant  was  the  surviving  partner  of 

defendants  re-  the  late  firm  of  Buddcu  &  Yennor,  merchants  and  com- 

drawn  by  and  missiou  brokcrs  at  Montreal.    Messrs.  Hardman  &  Co. 

8uppo?ed*at  the  l""!  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  goods  to  Budden  & 

time  to  be  in  Vcnnor,  at  Montreal,  for  sale  or  return:  and  with  the 

good  credit  '  '  ^  ' 

The  plaintiffs,  procccds  of  such  Consignments  the  latter  purchased  and 

returned  for  remitted  bills  on  British  houses.    Budden  &  Yennor  had 

haJTbee^nre-*  ^^  ^^  crcdcrc  Commission,  either  as  to  the  sale  of  the 

fused  accept-  g^^^^g  ^  the  purchase  of  the  bills.     On  the  15th  of  Au- 

ance,  and  re-       ^  ^ 

quested  the  de-  gust  1840,  the  plaintiffs  wrotc  to  Budden  &  Yennor, 
what  was  need-  who  had  remitted  to  them  bills  drawn  on  a  certain  person 
s^i^ify  fr^  therein  mentioned,  as  follows:— "We  do  not  wish,  from 
Che  drawer,  and  ^^^t  WO  Icam,  to  have  auv  more  [i.  e.  of  bills  on  that 

to  take  all  legal  ¥  u 

and  necessary  person]  :  and  as  there  must  be  drawers  of  undoubted 
secu'rityVinan  papcT  with  you,  such  as  the  Robertsons  and  others,  we 

action  brought 
by  the  plain- 
tiffs for  money  had  and  received,  to  recover  from  the  defendants  the  proceeds  of  the  consign- 
ment to  which  this  bill  had  reference,  the  defendants  pleaded  the  delivery  to  the  plaintiff^,  and 
acceptance  by  them,  of  the  bill  of  exchange  in  full  satisfaction.  The  Judge  directed  the  jury, 
that  if  the  bill  was  such  a  one  as  by  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  parties  the  plaintiffs 
were  bound  to  take,  that  was  a  taking  in  full  satisfaction : — Heldt  that  this  was  a  misdirection ; 
for  that  acceptance  in  satisfaction  must  be  an  act  of  the  will  in  the  party  receiving. 

QiMere,  whether  money  had  and  received  was  maintainable,  the  proceeds  having  been  applied 
by  the  defendants  to  the  purpose  contemplated  by  the  course  of  dealing  between  the  parties. 
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wish  you  would  take  such^  in  preference  to  mere  second-  ExtA-  of  Pleas, 


rate  people^  as  in  the  present  instance/'  Subsequently  to 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Budden  &  Yennor  remitted  to 
the  plaintiffs  a  bill  for  £350  on  the  house  of  M^ellan, 
which  was  then  supposed  to  be  in  good  credit.  The  plain- 
tiffs acknowledged  the  receipt  thereof  in  the  following 
letter : — ^^  The  draft  on  M'Lellan  has  been  refused  accept- 
ance, and  we  now  inclose  protest,  requesting  you  to  do 
the  needful  with  the  party.  We  do  not  know  the  usage 
of  your  country,  but  possibly  you  may  be  able  to  require 
security  from  the  drawer  of  the  bill,  that  he  will  take  it  up 
on  its  being  finally  returned  for  non-payment.  You  will 
however  take  all  legal  and  necessary  steps  for  our  se- 
curity.'' 

The  only  question  disputed  between  the  parties  at  the  trial 
was^  whether  the  plaintiffs  had  accepted  the  bill  of  exchange 
in  satisfaction  of  the  consignment  to  which  it  related.  It 
was  contended  on  the  one  side  that  the  count  for  goods 
sold,  and  on  the  other  that  the  plea  of  payment,  could  not 
be  supported :  but  no  specific  objection  was  taken  to  the 
count  for  money  had  and  received.  The  learned  Judge,  in 
summing  up,  stated  to  the  jury,  that,  if  the  bill  in  question 
was  such  a  one  as,  by  the  course  of  dealing  between  the 
parties,  the  plaintiffs  were  bound  to  take,  then  it  was  taken 
by  them  in  full  satisfaction,  and  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  a  verdict  on  the  third  issue.  The  jury  having  found 
for  the  defendant  accordingly, 

Knotoles,  in  Michaelmas  Term,  obtained  a  rule  to  shew 
cause  why  a  new  trial  should  not  be  had,  on  the  ground  of 
misdirection :  against  which 

Kelly  and  Atherton  now  shewed  cause. — ^In  the  first 
place,  the  defendant  is  entitled,  on  the  facts  proved  in  the 
case,  and  the  finding  of  the  jury  thereon,  to  a  verdict  on 
the  plea  of  non  assumpsit;  for  money  had  and  received 


1842. 


698  CASKS   IN   THE   EXCHEQUBB, 

jExeh,  qfPUat,  was  Hot  maintainable  in  this  case.  The  defendant's  house 
were  not  del  credere  agents,  and  therefore  were  not  lia- 
ble for  the  insufficiency  of  the  bills  remitted  by  them 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  consignments :  and  besides,  the 
jury  have  found  that  this  was  a  good  bill  according  to  the 
course  of  dealing  between  the  parties,  and  therefore  that 
the  defendant's  house  performed  their  duty  according  to 
their  contract  with  the  plaintiffs.  {^Parke,  B. — ^You  say 
the  brokers  were  never  liable  for  money  had  and  received, 
but  that  this  was  money  entrusted  to  them  for  a  special 
purpose,  and  until  they  had  violated  their  duty  by  applying 
it  to  some  other  purpose,  it  was  not  had  and  received  to 
the  plaintiffs'  use.]  Yes ;  they  never  were  debtors  to  the 
plaintiffs  for  money.  The  action  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived lies  only  where  the  money  of  one  man  is  in  the 
hands  of  another,  under  such  circumstances  as  make  it  the 
duty  of  the  latter  to  pay  it  over  at  once,  and  without  de» 
mand,  to  the  former.  But  the  proceeds  of  these  goods  was 
money  in  the  hands  of  Budden  &  Yennor  for  a  special 
purpose,  that  of  purchasing  good  bills  and  remitting  them 
to  the  plaintiffs ;  which  duty,  as  the  jury  have  found,  they 
have  performed.  The  case  would  have  been  different  if 
the  plaintiffs  had  countermanded  their  previous  order,  and 
required  the  brokers,  instead  of  applying  the  money  to  the 
purchase  of  bills,  to  remit  it  in  cash;  or  if  after  the  lapse 
of  a  reasonable  time  they  had  failed  so  to  apply  it :  but  no 
action  for  money  had  and  received  arises  until  there  has 
been  a  breach  of  duty  in  the  agent.  IParke,  B. — This 
objection  cannot  prevail  now ;  it  ought  to  have  been  made 
at  the  trial,  because  then  the  plaintiffs  would  have  had  the 
opinion  of  the  judge  on  the  point,  and  might  have  tendered 
a  bill  of  exceptions.  If  we  were  now  to  refuse  a  new  trial 
on  this  point,  we  shoidd  be  depriving  them  of  that  right.] 
Secondly,  the  third  issue  was  rightly  found  for  the 
defendant.  As  soon  as  this  bill,  which  the  jury  have 
found  to  be  a  good  one  according  to  the  contract  of  the 
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parties,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  plaintiffs,  it  operated  S»ek.  of  pua», 
in  law  as  a  satisfaction,  and  thej  could  not  afterwards  ^  ^^'  . 
undo  its  operation.  [Alderaon^  B. — ^The  plea  alleges  an  Hardmah 
acceptance  in  satisfaction :  that  is  a  volnntary  act,  and  im-  Bellboube. 
plies  triU,']  K  the  party  agrees  to  take  payment  in  bills 
instead  of  money,  that  payment  operates  as  a  satis£EU^on. 
Such  facts  being  proved)  it  becomes  a  question  of  law ;  and 
the  party  receiving  the  bills  cannot  afterwards  say  it  is  not 
satisfiEkCtion.  The  terms  of  the  plea  may  be  satisfied  by 
proof  either  of  a  delivery  and  acceptance  in  fact,  or  of  a 
detention  of  the  thing  delivered,  under  circumstances  from 
which  satisfaction  is  to  be  implied.  [Alderiony  B. — An 
implied  contract  of  that  kind  ought  to  be  stated  in  the 
plea,  in  order  to  give  the  other  side  an  opportunity  of  de- 
nying it.]  The  cases  in  which  it  has  been  held  that  a  less 
sum  cannot  be  received  in  satis&ction  of  a  larger,  shew 
that  satisfaction  may  be  a  matter  of  legal  inference.  At 
all  events,  the  correspondence  afforded  ample  evidence  for 
the  jury  that  the  bill  was  in  fact  accepted  in  satisfaction. 
[Aldermm,  B. — But  that  was  not  left  to  the  jury;  the 
kamed  Judge  told  them,  that  if  it  was  a  bill  warranted  by 
the  course  of  dealing  between  the  parties,  it  followed  that 
it  was  accepted  in  satisfaction.] 

Knawles  and  Cowling,  in  support  of  the  rule,  were 
stopped  by  the  C!ourt. 

Aldebson,  B.  (a) — Two  questions  have  been  raised  in 
this  case.  The  first  is,  whether  the  action  for  money  had 
and  received  is  maintainable.  With  respect  to  that,  there 
is  great  weight  in  what  has  been  urged  by  Mr.  Kelly;  but 
the  point  was  never  raised  at  the  trial,  when  a  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions might  have  been  tendered  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Judge ;  and  if  we  were  to  determine  it  against  the  plain-> 

(o)  Parke,  B.,  had  left  the  Court  during  the  aigument. 
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Egeh.  of  Pleat,  tiffs  now^  we  should  impliedly  be  taking  away  their  bill  of 
'  '  exoeptiqiLS.  On  that  pointy  then^  we  pronounce  no  jndg- 
Hardman  xnent :  and  the  only  question^  therefore,  for  onr  considera- 
BsjcLHousE.  tion  is,  whether  there  has  been  any  misdirection  on  the 
issue  which  the  learned  Judge  submitted  to  the  jury.  And 
upon  that  the  question  is,  what  is  an  acceptance  in  satis- 
faction ?  To  constitute  an  acceptance,  there  must  be  an 
act  of  the  will.  Every  recent  is  not  an  accq^tance :  but  if 
the  party  accepts  the  thing,  though  but  for  a  moment,  for 
that  for  which  the  other  pays  it,  he  cannot  afterwards,  by 
his  subsequent  dissatisfaction,  get  rid  of  the  effect  of  it. 
And  although  there  was  abundant  evidence  of  such  being 
the  case  here,  still  it  was  not  left  to  the  jury  whether  there 
was  in  fact  an  acceptance :  the  only  direction  to  them  was, 
that  if  the  bill  in  question  was  warranted  by  the  course  of 
dealing  between  the  parties,  and  if  it  was  received  by  the 
plaintiffs  conformably  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  that 
was  necessarily  an  acceptance  whereby  the  plaintiffs  would 
be  bound,  notwithstanding  their  dissent.  In  that  we 
think  the  learned  Judge  was 'mistaken,  and  therefore  the 
rule  must  be  absolute  for  a  new  trial ;  and  both  parties 
may  have  liberty  to  amend  their  pleadings. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 


'^«**  10-  Johnson  and  Another  r.  Macdonald. 

The  defendant,   AsSUMPSIT.— The  declaration  stated,  that  on  the  24th 

•oidnoteftgreed  September,  1840,  by  a  certain  agreement  then  made  be- 
to  sell  the  plmin- 
tiffs  "  100  tons 

of  nitrate  of  soda,  at  18«.  per  cwt.,  to  arrive  ex  Daniel  Grant,  to  be  taken  from  the  quay  at 
landing  weights,"  &c.  {  and  below  the  signature  of  the  brokers  there  was  the  following  memo- 
randum :  *'  Should  the  vessel  be  lost,  this  contract  to  be  yo\d"^^Held,  that  the  contract  did  not 
amount  to  a  warranty  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  that  the  nitrate  of  soda  should  arrive  if  the 
vessel  arrived,  but  to  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  at  a  future  period,  subject  to  the  double 
tondition^  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  with  the  specified  cargo  on  board. 
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tween  the  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant^  it  was  agreed  that  ^ch.  «/  Pietut 
the  plaintiffs  should  buy  of  the  defendant,  and  that  the  '  - 

defendant  should  sell  to  the  plaintiffs,  a  hundred  tons  of  Jobmion 
nitrate  of  soda,  at  the  rate  or  price  of  18».  for  every  hun-  Macdonald. 
dred  weight,  duty  paid,  to  arrive  ex  a  certain  vessel  called 
the  Daniel  (3rant,  to  be  taken  from  the  quay  at  landing 
weights,  with  the  customary  allowances  of  tare  and  draft,  to 
be  paid  for  by  a  bill  of  exchange,  to  be  drawn  by  the  de- 
fendant upon  and  directed  to  the  plaintiffs,  for  the  amount 
of  the  said  purchase-money,  payable  at  four  months  after 
the  date  of  the  delivery  of  the  said  nitrate  of  soda  to  the 
defendant  or  order,  and  to  be  accepted  by  the  plaintiffs ; 
and  that  should  the  said  vessel,  the  Daniel  Grant,  be  lost, 
the  said  contract  should  be  void ;  and  that,  if  the  said  ves- 
sel should  not  be  lost,  the  said  hundred  tons  of  nitrate  of 
soda  should  so  arrive  as  aforesaid  in  the  same  vessel,  when 
the  said  vessel  should  arrive.  It  then  averred  mutual 
promises,  performance  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  ship ;  stating  as  a  breach,  that  the  hundred  tons  of 
nitrate  of  soda  did  not,  nor  did  any  part  of  that  quantity, 
arrive  in  the  said  vessel,  when  she  so  arrived  as  aforesaid ; 
whereby  the  defendant  was  imable  to  sell,  and  did  not  sell, 
the  hundred  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda  to  the  plaintiffs,  or  any 
part  thereof,  &c. — ^Plea,  non  assumpsit. 

At  the  trial  before  fVightman,  J.,  at  the  last  Liverpool 
Assizes,  the  bought  and  sold  note  was  produced,  which 
was  signed  by  Boscow,  Arnold,  &  Leete,  the  defendant's 
brokers,  and  was  as  follows : — 

"  Messrs.  John  &  Thomas  Johnson. 

"  Liverpool,  24th  September,  1840. 

"  Sirs, — ^We  have  this  day  bought  for  your  account,  from 

Messrs.  A.  Macdonald  &  Co.,  a  hundred  tons  of  nitrate  of 

soda,  at  ISs.  per  cwt.,  duty  paid,  to  arrive  ex  '  Daniel 

Grant,'  to  be  taken  from  the  quay  at  landing  weights,  with 
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Mtek.  ^  PUoit  the  customary  aDowances  of  tare  and  draft;  payment,  four 
^^^        months'  acceptance  firom  date  of  defiveiy. 

"  We  are.  Sirs,  yonr  obedient  Servants, 
"  Boscow,  Arnold  &  Leete." 

'<  N.  B.— Should  the  vessel  be  lost,  this  contract  to  be 
void." 

The  Daniel  Grant  arrived  in  doe  time,  without  any  ni- 
trate of  soda  on  board,  but  a  quantity  sufficient  to  enable 
the  defendant  to  complete  the  contract  arrived  subse- 
quently by  two  other  ships  belonging  to  him;  and  the 
present  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  sum  of  iE350, 
the  difference  between  the  price  of  nitrate  of  soda  at 
the  time  of  the  omtract,  and  of  the  vessd's  arrivaL  On 
this  state  of  fiu^ts,  it  was  contended  by  the  defendant's 
counsel,  that  the  contract  was  at  an  end,  it  being  condi- 
tional on  the  arrival  of  the  requisite  quantity  of  nitrate  of 
soda  by  the  Daniel  Grant ;  and  a  verdict  was,  by  consent^ 
taken  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  leare 
to  the  defendant  to  enter  a  nonsuit,  if  the  Court  should  be 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  that  objection.  Wcrtley  having,  in 
Michaelmas  Torm  last,  obtained  a  rule  accordingly, 

Martin  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  true  construction  of  this 
agreement  is,  that  the  defendant  undertook  that  one  hun- 
dred tons  of  nitrate  of  soda  should  arrive,  at  all  events,  by 
the  Daniel  Grant,  imfeff  the  yessel  were  lost — [Porte,  B. 
—All  the  difficulty  that  exists  in  the  case  arises  firam  the 
memorandum  at  the  bottom,  which  is  quite  useless.  If  it 
were  not  for  that  memorandum,  it  is  dear  that  the  con- 
tract means  to  imply  a  condition  of  the  happening  of  the 
double  event,  of  the  arrival  of  the  ship  and  her  caigo. 
We  caressed  that  opinion  in  Siockdale  t.  Dmdop  (a)]. 

(a)  6  M.  &  W.  224. 
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That  case  is  distinguishable.  There  the  words  were  ''  oil  Exdk.  rf  PUtu, 
to  arrive/'  and  it  was  proved  that  that  was  a  mercantile  .  ^^^'  . 
term,  and  that  if  the  oil  did  not  arrive  by  the  vessel,  the  pur-  Jounsoh 
chaser  had  no  right.  Here  there  was  no  such  usage  proved,  macdo'nald. 
[Alderstm,  B. — ^Nothing  is  said  about  usage  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court.  Parke,  B. — Is  it  not  a  condition  rather 
than  a  contract?]  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  in  Lovatt  v. 
Hamilion  {a),  puts  the  case  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a 
contract.  In  Boyd  v.  SiffTcin  {b),  Howes  v.  Humble  {c),  and 
Idle  V.  Thornton  {d),  it  was  impossible  to  put  any  other 
construction  upon  the  agreement  than  was  put  upon  it, 
because  the  parties  had  confined  the  contract  to  goods  on 
arrival.  So,  in  Akwyn  v.  Pryor  (e),  the  words  were  "  on 
arrwal"  But  here  the  words  ''  to  arrive  "  mean  that  the 
seller  warrants  that  it  shall  arrive.  One  general  rule  of 
construction,  laid  down  in  Sheppard's  Touchstone,  87,  is, 
"  that  the  constructicm  be  such  as  the  whole  deed  and 
every  part  of  it  may  take  effect.''  K  this  contract  be  con- 
strued as  is  contended  for  on  the  other  side,  the  effect 
would  be  to  render  the  contract  obligatory  only  on  the 
double  condition  of  the  vessel  not  being  lost,  ofuf  the  cargo 
arriving  in  her;  but  that  inference  is  negatived  by  the 
memorandum  at  the  bottom,  which  shews  that  the  parties 
contemplated  that  the  contract  should  be  put  an  end  to 
upon  the  happening  of  one  condition  only,  namely,  the  loss 
of  the  vesseL  The  rule  is,  to  give  such  a  construction  that 
every  part  of  the  agreement  shall  take  effect;  but  if  the 
defendant's  construction  were  held  to  be  correct,  the  last 
clause  must  be  rejected.  The  party,  by  inserting  the  clause 
as  to  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  means  to  protect  himself  against 
loss  by  the  elements  and  the  perils  of  the  sea: — ^why 
should  the  Court  protect  him  further  than  he  has  thought 
fit  to  protect  himself?    This  is  a  new  question,  which  is 


(a)  6  M.  &  W.  644.        (6)  2  Camp.  326.        (c)  2  Camp.  327,  n. 
(rf)  3  Camp.  274.  {0)  Ry.  &  M.  406. 
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Sxeh.  of  Pleat,  governed  by  none  of  the  decided  cases.  If  a  man  thinks 
proper  so  to  contract,  he  must  bear  the  loss,  if  he  does  not 
perform  his  part  of  it. 

Wortley  and  Cleasby^  in  support  of  the  rule,  were  stopped 
by  the  Court. 

Pabke,  B. — ^This  is  an  action  on  a  contract,  wherein  the 
agreement  between  the  parties  is  alleged  to  be,  that  the 
plaintiffs  should  buy,  and  the  defendant  should  sell  to  the 
plaintiffs,  100  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda,  to  arrive  by  a  certain 
vessel  called  the  Daniel  Grant,  to  be  taken  from  the  quay 
at  landing  weights;  and  the  declaration  then  goes  on  to 
state  that,  in  case  the  said  vessel  should  not  be  lost,  the 
said  100  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda  should  so  arrive  as  afore- 
said in  the  same  vessel,  when  she  should  arrive.  To  this 
the  defendant  has  pleaded  non  assumpsit;  and  the  ques^ 
tion  is,  can  we  import  into  the  contract,  as  given  in  evidence, 
an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  that,  in  case 
the  vessel  should  not  be  lost,  the  100  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda 
should  arrive  in  her  when  she  should  come  into  port?  And 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  no  such  contract  can  be  in- 
ferred from  the  bought  and  sold  note  before  us.  First  of 
all,  suppose  that  the  words  used  in  the  memorandum  at  the 
end  were  not  inserted,  what  would  be  the  nature  of  the 
agreement?  It  would  then  run  thus : — ^'^  We  have  this  day 
bought  for  your  account  from  Messrs.  A.  Macdonald  &  Co., 
100  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda,  at  18«.  per  cwt.,  duty  paid,  to 
arrive  ex  *  Daniel  Orant,'  to  be  taken  from  the  quay  at 
landing  weights,  with  the  customary  allowances  of  tare  and 
draft,  payment  four  months'  acceptance  from  the  date  of 
delivery.''  Now  I  admit  that,  in  the  cases  which  hi^ve 
been  referred  to,  with  the  exception  of  Lovatt  v.  HamiUon, 
and  Stockdale  v.  Dunlqp,  the  words  used  in  the  contract 
entered  into  were  not  simply  the  words  "  to  arrive,"  but 
were,  that  the  contract  was  to  be  completed  ''  on  arrival" 
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of  the  vessel.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the  meaning  Bjteh.  0/  PUat, 
of  both  these  expressions  is  precisely  the  same.  This  is  a  ^  .  ^^'  ^ 
contract  not  passing  any  property  in  any  existing  chattel  Johnbon 
on  board  the  vessel  at  the  time  it  was  entered  into,  bnt  Macdoitald. 
merely  an  agreement  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  a  portion 
of  her  cargo  at  a  future  period,  namely,  when  the  vessel 
should  arrive;  in  short,  that  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered 
at  the  quay  out  of  the  vessel,  if  she  should  arrive ;  in  order 
to  fulfil  which  condition,  a  double  event  must  take  place, 
name]y,  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  with  the  nitrate  of  soda  on 
board.  Such  was  the  meaning  put  by  the  court  on  a 
similar  contract  in  Lovatt  v.  Hamilton ;  and  I  must  own 
that  I,  for  my  own  part,  never  had  the  least  doubt  as  to 
the  meaning  of  these  words.  The  word  '*  to  "  does  not 
mean  that  the  goods ''  shall''  arrive,  but  merely  that  they 
shall  be  sold  on  their  arrival.  I  think,  therefore,  that, 
according  to  its  true  meaning,  the  language  of  this  contract 
renders  the  performance  of  it  conditional  on  a  double  event, 
the  arrival  in  safety  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo.  That 
being  so,  the  short  question  remaining  for  our  consideration 
is  this :  is  that  construction  altered  or  interfered  with  by 
the  short  memorandum  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  bought 
and  sold  note,  namely,  "  should  the  vessel  be  lost,  this  con- 
tract to  be  void  ?''  It  is  a  very  loose  memorandum ;  and 
although  the  parties  might  possibly  have  thought  that  it 
fully  expressed  their  meaning,  I  think  we  cannot  attribute 
to  it  the  efficacy  of  altering  the  original  contract,  and  that 
it  must  be  understood  as  confined  solely  to  this,  that  if  the 
vessel  is  lost,  the  contract  is  to  be  altogether  void.  It  is, 
as  I  have  said  before,  a  loose  memorandum,  and  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  alter  the  meaning  of  a  contract,  which 
clearly  contains  within  itself  a  double  condition  for  its  per- 
formance.   This  rule  must  therefore  be  made  absolute. 

Alderson,  B. — ^The  memorandum  at  the  foot  of  this 
note  is  in  the  affirmative,  not  in  the  negative.   Had  it  been 
VOL.  IX.  8  s  M.  w. 
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Exeh.  of  PUati  the  latter^  it  might  have  made  a  difference  in  the  constrac-. 

^   ^^^'  .     tion  of  this  document.    When  goods  are  to  be  sold  on  a 

Johnson      condition  to  take  effect  at  some  future  time^  I  agree  in 

Macdomald.    thinkings  that  it  is  more  rational  to  construe  the  words 

*'  to  arrive  "  in  the  light  of  a  condition^  than  as  amounting 

to  a  warranty. 

GuENBY,  B.,  and  Rolfe,  B.^  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 


Feb.  10.  Todd  v.  Emlt  and  Another. 

A  Judge  at  Nisi  AsSUMPSIT  for  the  price  of  wine  supplied  to  the  Al- 
to accept  a  plea  liance  Club^  brought  against  the  defendants^  who  were 
continuance,  members  of  the  committee  of  the  Club  at  the  time  the  wine 
even  after  the     ^as  Ordered  (o).    At  the  trial  before  TindaL  C.  J.,  at  the 

jury  are  sworn,  ^  ' 

provided  it  be  last  Surrey  Assizes^  the  plaintiff^  m  support  of  his  case^ 
fonn!'and  ac-"*  Called  a  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  who  stated  on  the  voir  dire, 
Arwuifaffi  *  *^**  ^®  ^^  ^*®  ^  member  of  the  committee  at  the  time 
davit,  that  the     the  wiuc  was  Ordered,  and  that  he  considered  himself  as 

■ubject- matter 

ofit  arose  within  much  liable  as  the  defendants.  Upon  this,  it  was  objected 
the  time^onte  ®^  ^^^  P*^  °^  *^®  defendants,  that  the  witness  was  incom- 
^!s*  ^bT^^h'    P®*®^*  f  whereupon  a  release  was  executed  and  delivered  to 

■uch  affidavit  is   him. 

unnecessary, 

where  the  sub- 

ihe  pTca  wG^  TAewsrcr,  for  the  defendants,  then  applied  to  the  learned 
at  the  trial  in     Judge  for  leave  to  plead  the  release  puis  darrein  continu- 

the  presence  of  °  ,  ^  ^    ^ 

the  Judge.  ance,  inasmuch  as  the  release  of  one  joint  contractor  ope- 
rated as  a  discharge  of  all,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the 
plaintiff's  claim.  The  plaintiff's  counsel  contended,  that  it 
was  not  competent  for  a  defendant  to  plead  such  a  plea 

(a)  See  the  former  discuadons  of  this  case,  7  M.  &  W.  427,  and  8  M. 
&  W.  505. 
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after  the  jury  had  been  sworn.  The  learned  Judge  per-  Bxeh.  rf  Pieat, 
mitted  the  case  to  proceed^  reserving  leave  to  the  defendants 
to  move  to  set  the  verdict  aside^  and  to  plead  the  plea  nunc 
pro  tunc^  dispensing  with  the  usual  affidavit,  that  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  plea  arose  within  eight  days  previously. 
No  formal  tender  of  the  plea  on  paper,  or  of  the  affidavit, 
was  made. 

A  verdict  having  been  found  for  the  plaintiff,  Thesiger,  in 
Michaelmas  term  last,  obtained  a  rule  nisi  pursuant  to  the 
leave  reserved  at  the  trial ;  against  which 

Petersdarff  {Piatt  with  him)  now  shewed  cause. — ^The 
proper  mode  of  pleading  a  plea  puis  darrein  continuance  is 
to  tender  it  on  paper,  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  stating 
that  the  subject-matter  of  the  plea  has  arisen  within  eight 
days.  Neither  of  those  requisites  was  complied  with  in 
this  case;  and  the  Court  will  not  interfere  to  relieve 
the  defendant  from  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the  usual 
course,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  defeat  a  claim  which  the 
jury  have  foimd  to  be  a  just  one.  The  rule  is,  that  the 
Court  will  never  interfere  summarily  with  the  course  of 
proceedings  in  a  cause,  except  there  be  some  irregularity, 
or  where,  in  the  event  of  their  not  doing  so,  some  injustice 
would  ensue. 

TTiesiger,  in  support  of  the  rule,  contended,  that  a  de- 
fendant might  plead  a  plea  puis  darrein  continuance  at  any 
time  before  the  verdict  had  been  delivered ;  and  that  the 
Judge  had  no  discretion  to  reject  the  plea;  citing  Prince  v. 
Nicholson  (a),  Pearce  v.  Perkins  (4). 

Pabke,  B. — The  only  question  in  this  case  is,  whether 
the  point  reserved  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  the  effect 
of  dispensing  with  the  necessity  of  a  formal  tender  of  this 

(5)  5  Taunt.  333.  (6)  Bull.  N.  P.  310. 

8  s2 
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Sti^  of  puatf  plea  on  paper,  accompanied  by  the  proper  affidavit — ^reqni- 
sites  which  are  indispensable  to  the  validity  of  such  a  plea, 
unless  it  is  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Court  or  a  judge.  It 
appears,  from  a  communication  we  have  had  with  him, 
that  Ins  intention  was  to  have  raised  before  us  the  question, 
whether,  after  the  jury  were  sworn,  such  a  plea  was  receiv- 
able; in  which  case,  the  defendant  was  to  be  in  the  same 
position  now,  as  if  he  had  formally  tendered  the  plea  at 
Nisi  Prius.  Now,  as  it  is  quite  clear  that  a  judge  at  Nisi 
Prius  ought  always  to  receive  such  a  plea  as  this,  when 
tendered  in  due  form  with  the  proper  affidavit  annexed, 
it  follows  that  this  rule  must  be  made  absolute. 


Alderson,  B. — ^There  is  one  respect  in  which  we  can- 
not now  be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  the  Judge  at 
Nisi  Prius ;  namely,  that  an  affidavit  cannot  now  be  made, 
that  the  subject-matter  of  the  plea  arose  within  eight  days 
of  this  present  time.  But  then  it  appears  to  me,  that  such 
an  affidavit  was  not  necessary  at  Nisi  Prius  in  the  present 
case,  inasmuch  as  the  subject-matter  of  the  plea  arose  at 
the  trial  in  the  presence  of  the  Judge  himself,  and  thus 
became  a  fact  coming  within  his  own  personal  knowledge. 


OuBNEY,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 


Rule  absolute. 


Feb.  U. 


Davies  t;.  Waters  and  Others. 

XhIS  was  an  action  of  replevin,  tried  before  Erskine, 
J.,  at  the  last  assizes  for  Carmarthenshire.  A  Mr.  Jef- 
fries, the  attorney  of  one  of  the  defendants,  was  called  as  a 
witness  on  their  behalf,  and  on  cross-examination  by  the 


A  party  who  is 

protected  from 

producing  a 

deed  at  Nisi 

Prius,  on  the 

ground  that  he 

holds  it  as  a 

trustee  for  one 

of  the  parties,  is  not  compellable  to  disclose  the  contento  of  it. 

An  attorney  for  a  party  in  a  cause  is  not  bound  to  state  the  contents  of  a  deed,  of  which  he 
first  obtained  a  knowledge  by  having  obtained  and  read  it,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  counsel,  at 
the  consultation  in  the  cause.     (Rol/e,  B.,  dubitante.) 
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plaintiff's  counsel^  was  reqtdred  to  produce  a  certain  deed.  JSfcft.  rf  Piw, 


He  declined  to  produce  it  on  the  ground  of  privilege^  al- 
leging that  he  held  it  as  a  trustee  for  the  defendant^  his 
client^  and  the  learned  Judge  allowed  the  objection.  The 
plaintiff's  counsel  was  thereupon  proceeding  to  examine 
him  as  to  the  contents  of  the  deed^  when  the  defendants' 
counsel  interposed ;  and  in  answer  to  questions  put  by  him, 
the  witness  stated  that  he  had  not  read  the  deed  until  that 
mornings  when^  at  the  suggestion  of  his  counsel  in  con- 
sultation, he  obtained  it  from  the  defendant,  and  in  the 
presence  of  his  counsel^  and  for  their  information,  ascer- 
tained its  contents.  The  learned  Judge  thereupon  ex- 
pressed his  opinion,  that  the  witness's  knowledge  of  the 
contents  of  the  deed  was  acquired  by  him  in  his  professional 
character^  and  rejected  the  evidence ;  and  the  defendants 
had  a  verdict. 

In  Michaelmas  Term^  E.  V.  WiUiams  obtained  a  rule 
nisi  for  a  new  trials  on  the  ground  of  the  rejection  of  this 
evidence;  citing  Marston  v.  Downes  (a). 

Ckitton  and  NichoUnoiw  shewed  cause. — ^The  evidence  was 
rightly  rejected.  It  was  clear  that  the  witness  did  not  acquire 
his  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  this  deed  in  his  character 
of  trustee,  but  as  the  professional  adviser  of  the  defendant, 
his  client ;  and  therefore  he  could  neither  be  compelled  to 
produce  the  deed  itself^  nor  to  state  the  contents  of  it.  The 
rule  is  laid  down  in  Wheatley  v.  WiUiams  {b)^  where  it  was 
held^  that  an  attorney^  when  examined  as  a  witness,  is  not 
bound  to  state  whether  a  document,  which  had  been  shewn 
to  him  by  his  client  in  the  course  of  a  professional  inter- 
view, was  then  in  the  same  state  as  when  it  was  produced 
at  the  trial;  for  instance,  whether  it  was  at  that  time 
stamped  or  not.    Lord  AUnger^  C.  B.,  there  i^pears  to 

(a)  1  Ad.  &  £U.  31 ;  3  Nev.  &  M.  861.  (&)  1  M.  &  W.  533. 
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jSmA.  of  Pleat,  consider  the  rule  on  this  subject  to  have  been  stated  too 
'  ^  broadly  in  Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  p.  284,  where  it  is  said  that 
Davibs  a  professional  witness  is  bound  to  state  a  fact  "  of  his  own 
Watbrs.  knowledge,  and  of  which  he  might  haye  had  knowledge 
without  being  counsel  or  attorney  in  the  cause/'  [Alders 
son,  B. — Perhaps  the  words  ''  might  haye  had ''  were  in- 
tended to  haye  no  larger  meaning  than  the  word  "  had/'] 
Cocks  y.  Nash  (a)  will  probably  be  cited  for  the  plaintiff. 
There  it  was  held,  that  although  a  party  who  held  a  com- 
position deed  as  trustee,  was  not  bound  to  produce  it,  an 
extract  firom  it  which  had  been  furnished  by  himto  the 
defendant's  attorney,  and  was  by  him  proyed  to  be  correct, 
might  be  giyen  in  eyidence.  That  case,  howeyer,  is  distin- 
guishable from  the  present.  Where  a  party  is  not  bound 
to  produce  a  deed  in  eyidence,  he  surely  cannot  be  com- 
pellable to  state  its  contents;  if  he  be,  the  priyilege  of  his 
client  becomes  wholly  nugatory.  Marston  y.  Downes,  also, 
is  distinguishable ;  there  the  witness  was  not  the  attorney 
of  either  of  the  parties  to  the  action.  Here,  moreoyer,  the 
witness  held  the  deed  as  trustee,  and  if  he  had  not  also 
been  attorney  in  the  cause,  might  haye  refused  to  produce 
it.  In  Beard  y.  Ackerman  (i),  it  was  held  that  an  attorney 
was  not  bound  to  speak  as  to  the  particulars  of  a  bill  of 
exchange,  his  knowledge  of  those  particulars  haying  been 
deriyed  from  the  bill  haying  been  entrusted  to  him  by  his 
client.    That  is  a  case  quite  parallel  with  the  present. 

E.  V.  WilUams,  contra. — ^It  is  too  late  for  the  defendants 
now  to  object  that  the  witness  might,  in  his  character  of 
trustee,  refuse  to  state  the  contents  of  the  deed  of  his  cestui 
que  trust ;  the  only  ground  for  the  exclusion  of  the  eyidence 
which  was  taken  at  the  trial  was,  that  the  witness  had  ob- 
tained his  knowledge  of  the  deed  in  his  professional  capacity, 
and  therefore  was  priyileged  firom  disclosing  its  contents. 

(a)  6  C.  &  p.  154.  (6)  5  Etp.  1 19. 
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Where  one  ground  only  of  objection  to  the  admission  of  Etch,  rf  puom, 
evidence  is  relied  on  at  Nisi  Prius,  another  cannot  be 
urged  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial :  see  per  Patteson,  J., 
in  Marsttm  v.  Dotones  (a).  Then  the  present  case  falls 
within  the  exception  stated  in  Boiler's  Nisi  Prius ;  the  facts 
tendered  in  evidence  being  such  as  the  witness  might  have 
had  a  knowledge  of  without  being  attorney  in  the  cause. 
He  was  also  a  trustee,  and  in  that  character  might  have 
insisted  on  having  the  custody  of  the  deed,  and  was  bound 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  its  contents.  [Alderson, 
B. — But  in  this  case  he  did  not  insist  on  receiving  the 
deed  in  his  character  of  trustee,  but  obtained  it  from  his 
client  on  the  ground  of  a  knowledge  of  it  being  necessary 
to  the  client's  defence ;  how  then  can  he  be  permitted  to 
state  its  contents  ?]  In  Griffith  v.  Davies  (i),  a  witness  who 
was  the  attorney  for  the  defendant  was  permitted  to  state 
a  conversation,  in  which  the  defendant  proposed  a  com- 
promise to  the  plaintiff.  [AldersoUy  B. — ^That  was  not 
knowledge  gained  by  the  witness  by  reason  of  its  being  en- 
trusted to  him  in  his  professional  character,  but  merely  by 
his  being  present  at  the  conversation.]  Neither  did  the 
witness  in  this  case  obtain  his  knowledge  from  any  com- 
munication made  to  him,  or  any  consultation  with  him,  in 
his  professional  character,  by  his  client;  but  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  being  thought  necessary  by  the  counsel  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  deed.  That  is  not 
a  confidential  communication  within  the  rule  of  law  on  this 
subject,  extended  as  it  undoubtedly  has  been  of  late  years. 
The  case  of  Maraton  v.  Doumes  is  an  authority  for  holding 
that  the  witness  was  bound  to  state  the  contents  of  the  deed, 
even  if,  on  the  ground  of  privilege,  he  was  not  compellable 
to  produce  the  deed  itself. 

Alberson,  B. — It  seems  to  me  that  this  rule  should  be 
(a)  1  Ad.  &  £11.  3d.  (6)  5  B.  &  Adol  502. 
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Exek.  of  Pieat,  discluu^d,  and  that  the  evidence  was  properly  rejected  at 
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the  trial,  and  properly  rejected  upon  two  grounds:  the  one, 
Davies  that  which  the  learned  Judge  himself  adopted;  and  the  other, 
Watbes.  one  to  which  he  appears  not  to  have  given  so  much  atten- 
tion at  Nisi  Prius.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Jeffiries,  being 
called  upon,  refused  to  produce  the  deed.  The  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  that  is,  that  he  refuses  to  give  any  informa- 
tion of  the  contents  of  the  deed,  by  producing  it  to  be  read 
in  Court.  Now  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
illusory  for  the  law  to  say  that  a  party  is  justified  in  not 
producing  a  deed,  but  that  he  is  compellable  to  give  parol 
evidence  of  its  contents ;  that  would  give  him,  or  rather 
his  client  through  him,  merely  an  illusory  protection,  if  he 
happens  to  know  the  contents  of  the  deed,  and  would  be 
only  a  roundabout  way  of  getting  firom  every  man  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  the  defects  there  may  be  in  the  deeds 
and  titles  of  his  estate.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  therefore, 
that  when  a  party  refuses  to  produce  a  deed,  and  is  justi- 
fied in  so  doing,  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  give 
parol  evidence  of  its  contents.  On  that  ground  the  re- 
jection of  the  evidence  may  well  be  sustained  :  and  on  the 
second  ground  also,  if  the  learned  Judge  had  directed  the 
witness  to  give  parol  evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  deed, 
I  think  he  would  have  done  wrong,  notwithstanding  its 
afterwards  appearing  that  the  only  information  he  had  on 
the  subject  arose  from  his  having  obtained  it  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  counsel,  and  having  read  it  at  the  consulta- 
tion in  the  cause.  I  think  that  gave  his  knowledge  a  pri- 
vileged character.  To  oblige  him  to  give  parol  evidence 
of  .a  deed  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  in  fact 
seeking  to  have  in  evidence  what  occurs  at  consultation 
between  the  parties. 

GuENST,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  attorney 
for  one  of  the  defendants  was  called  as  a  witness,  and 
asked  to  produce  a  deed,  which  he    was  possessed  of 
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as  trustee  for  his  client^  and  therefore  objected  to  its  pro-  SmH.  o/  pieat, 
duction ;  and  the  learned  Judge^  being  appealed  to^  sup- 
ported the  witness  in  his  objection^  and  I  think  supported 
him  rightly.  And  I  agree  with  my  brother  Alderson,  that 
it  would  be  perfectly  illusory  to  entitle  a  witness  to  with- 
hold the  production  of  a  deed^  and  yet  to  compel  him 
to  divulge  its  contents.  The  same  right  that  he  has  to 
withhold  the  one^  I  think  he  has  to  withhold  the  other. 
But  the  objection  here  goes  further;  for  just  an  hour 
before  the  trials  being  possessed  of  the  deed^  and  possessed 
of  it  in  the  character  of  trustee,  he  takes  it  to  the  consult- 
ation, and  there,  in  the  character  of  attorney  for  the  de- 
fendant, and  for  the  express  purpose  of  informing  the 
minds  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  he  reads  the  deed, 
and  by  that  means  acquires  his  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents. Can  it  be  doubted  that  this  is  a  knowledge  ac- 
quired in  the  character  of  professional  adviser  of  the  party? 
If  so,  it  is  fit  and  proper  that  knowledge  so  acquired 
should  be  held  sacred. 

BoLFEy  B. — I  entirely  concur  with  my  learned  Brothers 
in  opinion,  that  this  rule  should  be  discharged.  Although 
Mr.  ffiUiam8*8  ingenuity  may  have  occasioned  some 
doubt,  yet  I  think,  giving  a  reasonable  construction  to 
the  Judge's  note,  it  must  be  taken  that  the  witness 
meant  to  object  from  the  first  to  the  production  of  this 
deed,  which  he  held  as  trustee,  and  to  disclose  nothing  but 
what  he  was  bound  to  disclose.  But  it  is  urged,  that  the  case 
of  Marston  v.  Doumes  is  an  authority  for  the  position,  that 
although  he  was  not  compelled  to  produce  the  deed,  he  yet 
was  compellable  to  state  the  contents  of  it.  If  that  had  been 
so,  I  should  have  acceded  to  that  authority  with  great  re- 
luctance ;  but,  on  looking  at  the  case,  I  do  not  find  it  to 
be  any  authority  for  the  proposition  for  which  it  is  cited. 
That  was  the  case  of  an  action  against  an  executrix,  with  a 
plea  of  plene  administravit,  there  being  evidence  given  of 
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Bteh.  rf  Pleat,  asscts,  and  of  payments  counterbalancing  those  assets. 
The  question  was,  whether  proof  could  be  given  of  further 
assets;  and  the  plaintiff  gave  in  evidence  this  fact,  that  a 
person,  who  was  an  attorney,  had  paid  to  the  defendant  a 
large  sum  of  money,  not  included  in  the  assets,  which  had 
been  raised  on  a  mortgage  made  with  a  client  of  the  witness. 
The  witness  was  then  called  upon  to  produce  the  mort- 
gage deed,  and  refused  to  do  so ;  and  the  learned  Judge 
held  that  he  was  not  bound  to  produce  it.  He  was  then 
questioned  as  to  its  contents;  an  objection  was  taken  to 
the  admission  of  the  secondary  evidence;  but  the  Judge 
overruled  it ;  and  then  the  attorney  appealed  to  the  Judge, 
whether  he  was  bound  to  state  the  contents  of  the  deed. 
The  Judge  said  that  he  thought  he  ought  to  answer. 
On  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  two  questions  arose,  as 
to  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  thus  expresses  himself: — 
''We  are  of  opinion,  first,  that  the  evidence  was  admissible 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  produced ;  and  secondly, 
that  whether  or  not  the  privilege  of  the  mortgagee  extended 
to  protect  him  from  the  attorney's  giving  parol  evidence  of 
the  contents  of  the  deed,  still,  the  evidence  being  actually 
before  the  jury,  the  drfendants  were  not  a  privileged  party; 
and  they,  therefore,  had  no  right  of  objection,  even  on  the 
supposition  that  the  learned  Judge  had  done  wrong.''  Sothat 
when  the  case  is  sifted,  it  is  plain  it  never  could  establish  a 
proposition  so  absurd,  as  that  a  person,  who  is  privileged  from 
producing  a  deed  because  the  party  interested  under  it  is 
his  client,  nevertheless  is  to  be  compelled  to  state  even 
the  whole  contents,  if  he  know  them.  To  put  the  case  in 
another  point  of  view,  could  it  be  contended  that,  if  the 
deed  had  been  written  by  himself,  he  could  be  required  to 
hold  it  open  before  him  in  Court,  and  refresh  his  memory 
with  its  contents?  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the 
learned  Judge  was  quite  right  in  rejecting  the  evidence.  On 
the  other  ground,  of  the  witness  being  privileged  as  attorney 
for  one  of  the  defendants,  I  confess  that,  as  at  present  ad- 
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vised^  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  concaniiig  in  opinion  with  the  Breh.  of  PUat, 
rest  of  the  Court ;  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  whether  the 
witness  was  rightly  rejected  on  two  grounds,  if  one  of  those 
grounds  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Rule  discharged  {a). 

(a)  See  BaU  ▼.  Kimeff,  I  C,  M.  &  R.  38. 


Bettt  Eastwood  t;.  Sayillb.  Feb.  12. 

Assumpsit  on  a  promissory  note,  made  by  the  de-  in  an  action  on 

fendant,  dated  the  6th  of  June  1834,  whereby  he  promised  note^^MtST 

to  pay  the  plaintiflf  on  demand  £35,  with  lawful  interest.  JJJ"  ^f,*"' 

There  was  also  a  count  upon  an  account  stated.     Pleas,  t^e  note,  when 

produced  in 

first,  to  the  first  count,  that  the  defendant  did  not  make  evidence  by  the 

the  note;  secondly,  to  the  second  count,  non  assumpsit;  frid?bwVu^n 

thirdly,  to  the  whole  declaration,  actio  non  accrevit  infira  "'  •"*  indowe- 

^'  mentaafol- 

sex  annos.    Issues  thereon.  lows :— «  4th 

The  particulars  stated,  that  on  the  indebitatus  count  in  RefeUed  ofj. 

his  declaration,  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  £28,  and  TWhoiV^of  " 

interest  firom  the  4th  of  August  1837,  being  the  balance  ***'■  *'*^»  «*- 

,  cept  the  crosty 

due  on  the  promissory  note,  after  giving  the  defendant  was  in  the  band- 

credit  for  the  sum  of  £7  paid  on  account  of  the  note,  and  de"(rn<u^t,^nd 

also  all  interest  due  thereon  up  to  the  said  4th  of  August,  it*^*t^^"„°® 

1837.  no'  •ny  proof 

At  the  trial  before  Hoffe,  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings  in  was  the  mark 

Hilary  Term,  on  the  note  in  question  being  produced  in  pr^V^?  Sll/a5 

evidence  by  the  plaintiff,  it  bore  an  indorsement  as  fol-  of  payment  :— 

•^  ^  Held,  that  the 

lows  :—  indorsement 

te  AiX,    A  A    ioo»v  wasnotevidence 

4th  August,  1837.  of  part  payment, 

"  Received  of  John  Saville  £6.  out  of^the^su!^ 

##  Tfc  X.  T^     M  1   ft  *"*«  of  Limit*- 

''Betty  X  Eastwood. ''  uons. 
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fych.  rf  Pkas,      There  was  no  attestation  to  this  indorsement,  nor  any 

1842 

proof  that  the  cross  was  made  by  the  phuntiff ;  and  the 

whole  of  it,  except  the  cross,  was  proyed  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  defendant.  There  was  no  proof  of  any  pay- 
ment by  the  defendant  on  account  of  the  note ;  but  to  take 
the  case  out  of  the  stat.  9  Geo.  4.  c.  14,  the  plaintiff  relied 
solely  on  the  above  indorsement.  For  the  defendant,  it 
was  contended  that  it  was  an  indorsement  charging  the 
plaintiff  with  the  receipt  of  the  money,  and  not  an  ac- 
knowledgment or  promise  to  charge  the  defendant,  within 
the  meaning  of  Lord  Tenterden's  Act;  and  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  prove  a  payment  of  money  in  fact,  to  take  the 
case  out  of  the  statute.  The  learned  Judge  directed  the 
jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  liberty  to  the 
defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  on  the  third 
issue,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  evidence 
was  not  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute.  In 
Hilary  Term,  W.  H.  Watson  obtained  a  rule  accordingly, 
against  which 

Hoggins  now  shewed  cause. — The  indorsement  on  the 
promissory  note,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  defendant, 
coming  from  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff,  amounted  to 
evidence  of  part  payment.  It  is  admitted  that  a  verbal 
acknowledgment  by  the  debtor,  within  the  six  years,  of  the 
part  payment  of  a  debt,  is  not  sufficient  to  take  the  case 
out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  as  was  decided  in  WUlis  v. 
Newham  (a),  Bayky  v.  Ashton  (4),  and  Maghee  v.  (yNeUl  (c); 
and  that  such  an  acknowledgment  must  be  in  writing,  and 
signed  by  the  defendant ;  but  if  part  payment  be  by  any 
means  shewn,  that  is  enough ;  and  there  was  here  evidence 
to  shew  it.  In  Waters  v.  Tompkins  (d),  it  was  held  that 
the  appropriation  of  part  payment  of  principal,  or  of  pay- 

(a)  3  You.  &  J.  518.  (c)  7  M.  &  W.  531. 

(b)  4  Per.  &  D.  204.  {d)  2  C,  M.  &  R.  722. 
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ment  of  intarest^  to  a  particular  debt,  may  be  shewn  by  any  Btek.  of  PUasy 
medium  of  proof :  that  therefore  it  does  not  require  an  ex-  *   ^ 

press  declaration  of  the  debtor  at  the  time  of  the  payment  Eastwood 
to  establish  it,  but  may  be  proved  by  previous  or  subse-  Savi'llb. 
quent  declarations  made  by  him ;  although  the  fact  of  the 
payment  must  be  proved  by  independent  evidence.  There 
Parke f  B.,  says :  '*  The  act  of  9  Geo.  4,  as  explained  by 
that  case  (a),  does  not  prohibit  or  qualify  the  ordinary 
mode  of  legal  proof  in  any  respect,  save  that  it  requires 
something  more  than  mere  admission"  [Alderson,  B. — ^In 
that  case  the  fact  of  payment  was  proved,  and  the  acknow- 
ledgment was  only  used  to  point  the  payments  to  particular 
debts.  What  is  there  here  to  prove  the  £Etct  of  payment  ?] 
This  is  a  promissory  note^  and  the  plaintiff  is  bound  by  it, 
and  by  what  appears  upon  it ;  and  the  entry  made  by  the  de- 
fendant on  the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  plaintiff,  is 
evidence  against  her.  Upon  its  being  produced  before 
the  jury,  they  would  see  the  indorsements  of  part  payment 
and  payments  of  interest,  and  they  must  find  that  part  of 
the  money  had  been  paid.  The  mere  indorsement  on  the 
note  in  the  handwriting  of  the  defendant,  coming  from  the 
plaintiff's  possession,  is  sufficient  to  shew  part  payment. 

Watson,  contra,  was  not  called  upon. 

Aldbrson,  B. — There  is  here  no  evidence  of  anything, 
but  only  the  production  of  the  document  by  the  plaintiff, 
and  proof  of  the  indorsement  being  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  defendant.  There  is  no  proof  of  its  being  signed  by 
"the,  party  chargeable  thereby.''  Bayley  v.  Ashton  goes 
the  whole  length  of  this  case.  I  dare  say  the  jury  would 
find  what  was  reasonable,  but  the  question  is  whether 
they  are  not  prevented  from  doing  so  by  law.  There  is  no 
distinction  in  principle  between  Bayley  v.  Ashton  and  the 

(a)  WUUi  V.  Newham. 
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B^eh.  of  pieoB,  present  case ;  and  we  must  be  bound  by  the  authorities 

•   ^    until  they  are  overruled  by  a  superior  court.    When  I  re- 

EA8TWOOD      served  the  case  of  Bayley  v.  Ashton  for  the  opinion  of  the 

Savills.       Courts  I  thought  the  decision  would  have  been  the  other 

way;  and  I  confess  that  I  still  think  it  ought  to  have 

been  so. 

Gurnet,  B.^  and  Bolfe,  B.^  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 


^^^'  12.  Peppercorn  v.  Hofman. 

By  a  local  act,  X  RESPASS  for  breaking  and  entering  two  rooms  of  the 
Lu^fthe  'i5th  pl^^tiff,  in  and  parcel  of  a  certain  house  or  premises  situate 
tha?^hc  rates'^'  and  being  No.  15,  Buckingham-street,  &c.,  and  making  a 
directed  by  that  great  uoisc  &c.,  and  Staying  and  continuing  therein  for  a 
should  and  loug  spacc  of  time  &c. ;  and  seizing  and  taking  the  plain- 
might,  on  refu-  tiff's  ffnoda 
sal  or  neglect  to    ""  *  gOOUS. 

pay  the  same  by      Plea— not  guilty,  by  statute. 

any  person  or  w        *  *     * 

persons  liahU 

thereto,  be  recovered  in  such  manner  as  the  rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are  directed  to 
be  recovered ;  and  by  the  17th  section  it  was  provided,  that  any  person,  whether  landlord  or  tenant, 
who  should  let  out  his  or  her  house  in  separate  apartments,  or  ready  furnished  to  a  lodger  or 
lodgers,  should  be  deemed  to  be  the  occupier  thereof,  and  might  be  rated  or  assessed  accord- 
ingly! snd  should  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  sum  so  rated.  And  s.  18  enacted,  that  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  each  and  every  person  renting  or  occupying  any  separate  part  or  apart- 
ment in  such  house  or  building,  or  renting  or  occupying  any  ready-ftimished  house,  or  any 
part  thereof,  ehmUd  be  liable  to  be  dietntined  and  eold  for  the  payment  of  the  said  rates : — HM^ 
first,  that  under  that  act,  the  goods  of  a  lodger  are  liable  to  be  distrained  and  sold  for  rates 
assessed  upon  and  due  from  the  landlord,  under  a  warrant  directing  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  to  take  the  goods  of  the  landlord. 

The  warrant  recited  that  the  rates  were  due  from  D.,  the  landlord ;  that  they  had  been  law- 
fully demanded,  and  refused  to  be  paid ;  and  that  it  had  been  fully  proved  to  the  Justices  on  oath, 
that  D.  had  been  duly  summoned  before  them  to  shew  cause  why  he  had  refused  to  pay  the  rates: 
but  that  he  had  not  shewn  any  sufficient  cause : — Held,  in  an  action  against  the  constable  for 
seising  the  goods,  that  it  was  not  any  objection  that  there  was  no  proof  that  the  landlord  had 
been  duly  summoned. 

Held,  also,  that  the  action  could  not  be  maintained  against  the  consuble  for  anything  done 
under  the  warrant,  without  a  demand  of  a  perusal  and  copy  of  the  warrant,  unless  he  were  guilty 
of  any  excess ;  in  which  case  he  would  be  liable  for  such  excess,  without  such  a  demand. 

The  constable  having  entered  the  house  of  D.  and  there  distrained  the  goods  of  a  lodger, 
placed  a  person  in  possession  of  the  goods  in  the  room  in  which  they  were,  saying  that,  unless 
the  money  were  paid,  he  should  remain  there  five  days;  he  remained  in  possession  eight  hours, 
until  the  lodger  paid  the  amount  to  redeem  the  goods: — Held,  that  this  was  not  an  impounding, 
but  that  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  he  had  remained  an  unreasonable  time  for  the 
removal  of  the  goods  under  the  warrant. 


HILABY    VACATION,   5  VICT.  619 

At  the  trial  before  Rolfe^  B.>  at  the  Middlesex  sittings  in  Exeh.  qf  PUas, 
Hilary  Term,  it  was  proved  by  the  person  who  had  the  - 

care  of  the  house  in  question  as  housekeeper,  that  the  defend-    P«ppEacoRN 
ant  entered  the  house,  the  outer  door  being  open,  to  make  a      Hofman. 
seizure  for  rates  due  from  Duncan,  who  lived  in  Chancery- 
lane,  but  was  the  landlord  of  the  house,  15,  Bucking- 
ham-street, in  which  house  the  plaintiff  was  a  lodger ;  and 
having  entered  the  plaintiff's  room  to  make  the  distress, 
the  plaintiff  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  rates,  as  he 
paid  his  rent  to  Duncan.   The  defendant  said  he  must  seize 
the  goods  for  the  rates,  and  sat  down  and  took  an  inventory 
of  them.  In  an  hour  after,  the  defendant  called  in  an  assist- 
ant, and  told  him  he  should  leave  him  in  charge  of  the  fur- 
niture and  in  possession  of  the  place.  The  plaintiff  said  he 
had  no  right  to  do  so,  and  he  should  seek  his  remedy : — 
that  he  was  going  out  and  must  lock  up  his  room,  and  could 
not  allow  the  man's  staying  there.     The  defendant  said, 
that  if  he  locked  the  door  he  should  break  it  open ;  and  that 
unless  the  money  was  paid,  the  man  must  remain  five  days. 
The  plaintiff  then  said,  if  the  defendant  wanted  to  take  the 
goods  he  must  take  them,  as  he  (the  plaintiff)  wanted  to 
go  out.  The  plaintiff  went  out  and  left  the  man  in  possession, 
but  returned  at  eight  o'clock,  the  entry  having  taken  place  at 
twelve  o'clock.  The  plaintiff  then  said,  if  they  would  not  take 
the  furniture,  he  must  pay  the  money  to  get  rid  of  the 
man;  and  he  accordingly  sent  for  thedefendant,  and  paid  the 
amount.   The  defendant,  in  answer  to  this  case,  proved  that 
he  had  acted  in  execution  of  twowarrants  of  distress  for  levy- 
ing poor's  rates  due  from  Duncan.    The  warrants  were  put 
in,  and  proved  to  be  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  two  jus- 
tices; and  those  warrants  stated,  that  the  rates  were  due  from 
Dimcan;  that  they  had  been  lawfully  demanded,  and  refused 
to  be  paid ;  and  that  it  had  been  fully  proved  to  the  justices 
on  oath,  that  Duncan  had  been  duly  summoned  before  them  to 
shew  cause  why  he  had  refused  to  pay  the  rates,  but  that 
he  had  not  shewed  any  sufficient  cause,  and  therefore  the 
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BxeJu  rf  Pleat,  warrants  required  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  to 
,  *^  ^  make  distress  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Duncan^  and  if, 
Peppercorn  within  the  space  of  five  days  next  after  such  distress,  the 
HoFMAN.  said  rate  or  sum,  together  with  the  reasonable  charges  of 
taking  and  keeping  the  said  distress,  should  not  be  paid, 
that  then  they  should  sell  the  goods  distrained.  No  evi- 
dence waa  given  at  the  trial  to  prove  the  fact  that  Duncan 
had  been  summoned.  The  poor's  rates  were  put  in  and 
proved.  It  was  contended,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant, 
that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  be  nonsuited,  on  the  following 
grounds : —  first,  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  demanded 
a  copy  of  the  warrant,  under  the  stat.  24  Gteo.  2,  c.  44,  s.  6; 
secondly,  that  the  defendant  was  authorized  by  the  local  act 
of  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  10  Geo.  3,  c.  Ixxv.,  to  take  the 
goods  of  the  plaintiff,  he  being  a  lodger  in  the  house.  The 
learned  Judge  nonsuited  the  plaintiff,  giving  him  leave  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  £20,  the  amount  of  damages 
found  by  the  jury,  and  121.  6s,,  the  amount  received  from 
the  plaintiff  under  the  levy.  The  plaintiff  was  also  to  be 
at  liberty  to  move  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence that  the  summonses  had  been  served  on  Duncan. 

Piatt,  in  Hilary  Term,  moved  for  a  rule  on  several 
grounds : — first,  that  the  defendant  had  no  right  to  dis- 
train the  tenant's  goods  for  rates  due  from  the  landlord ; 
secondly,  that  the  warrant  did  not  authorize  the  seizure  of 
the  plaintiff's  goods,  but  only  those  of  Duncan;  thirdly, 
that  there  was  no  proof  that  Duncan  had  been  summoned 
to  pay  the  rates,  which  was  necessary  before  a  distress 
warrant  could  be  issued;  fourthly,  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  prove  any  demand  of  the  warrant;  fifthly,  that 
the  defendant  had  no  right  to  put  a  man  in  possession 
of  goods  to  remain  upon  the  premises,  as  it  was  not  like  a 
distress  for  rent,  but  a  species  of  execution.  The  Court 
having  granted  a  rule, 

Byles  {Kelly  with  him)  now  shewed  cause. — ^First,  it  is 
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clear  that,  under  the  stat.  10  G^eo.  8,  c.  75,  the  church-  Bteeh.  of  PUat, 
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wardens  had  a  right  to  take  the  lodger's  goods  for  rates  ^ 

due  from  the  landlord  of  the  house.  The  local  act,  inti-  p«ff»«icorn 
tuled  **  An  Act  for  building  a  workhouse  in  the  parish  of  St.  Hofman. 
MartinVin-the-Fields''  (10  Geo.  3,  c.  Ixxv),  enacts,  by  s.  15, 
''  that  the  rates  thereby  directed  to  be  made  shall  and  may, 
on  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by  any  person  or 
persons  liable  thereto,  be  recovered  in  such  manner  as  the 
rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are  directed  to  be  re- 
covered by  the  43  Eliz.,  and  17  Geo.  2,  c.  38,  s.  8.''  Then 
the  17th  section  recites,  that  '^  whereas  there  are  divers 
houses  and  buildings  in  the  said  parish,  which  are  let  out 
in  separate  apartments,  or  ready-furnished,  to  lodgers, 
whereby  the  payment  of  the  said  rates  or  assessments  may 
in  such  cases  be  evaded :  for  prevention  whereof  be  it 
further  enacted,  that  any  person,  whether  landlord  or 
tenant,  who  shall  let  out  his  or  her  house  in  separate 
apartments,  or  ready-furnished,  to  a  lodger  or  lodgers, 
shall,  for  the  several  purposes  of  this  act,  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  the  occupier  thereof,  and  may  be  rated  or  as- 
sessed accordingly,  and  shall  be  liable  and  subject  to  the 
payment  of  the  sum  so  rated  or  assessed.''  And  the 
I8th  section  provides,  ''that  the  goods  and  chattels  of  each 
and  eveiy  person  renting  or  occupying  any  separate  part 
or  apartment  in  such  house  or  building,  or  renting  or  oc- 
cupying any  ready-furnished  house,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  and  sold  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  rates  or  assessments;  and  that  each  and  every 
person,  who  shall  pay  such  rates  or  assessments  so  charged 
on  his  or  her  respective  landlord  or  landlords,  or  upon 
whose  goods  or  on  whose  chattels  the  same  shall  be  levied 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  deduct  the  same 
from  and  out  of  the  rent  due  and  payable,  from  time  to  time, 
to  his,  her,  or  their  respective  landlord  or  landlords  so 
letting  out  the  same."  The  owner  is  to  be  considered  as 
the  occupier,  and  the  rate  is  to  be  made  upon  him.     The 

VOL.  IX.  T  T  M.  w. 
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Sgch.  of  Pleat,  goods,  therefore,  of  the  lodgers  are  liable  to  be  seized  for 
^  '    -    the  rates  due  from  the  owner.    The  goods  of  the  landlord, 

Pbppbrcork  where  they  are  in  another  county,  cannot  be  seized.  Then 
HoFMAN.  the  second  question  is,  were  they  liable  to  be  seized  on  this 
warrant,  directing  the  defendants  to  distrain  the  goods  of 
Duncan?  It  is  submitted  that  they  were.  It  is  said  that 
the  magistrate  ought  to  state  in  the  warrant,  that  the 
tenant's  goods  are  to  be  taken ;  but  that  cannot  be,  for 
suppose  there  are  ten  or  twelve  lodgers  in  the  house,  how 
can  ihe  magistrate  ascertain  their  names?  Is  he  to  say,  if 
the  goods  of  one  are  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  rates,  then 
the  goods  of  another  are  to  be  taken?  By  the  15th  section 
of  the  above  act,  the  rates,  on  refusal  or  neglect  to  pay  the 
same  by  any  person  fiable  thereto,  are  to  be  recovered  m 
michmanner  as  the  rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are 
directed  to  be  recovered  by  the  43  Eliz.,  and  17  Geo.  2,  c. 
38.  The  warrant,  therefore,  must  pursue  that  form.  Now, 
by  the  4th  section  of  the  48  Sliz.  c.  2,  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  are  "  to  levy  the  sums  of  money  and  all  arrearages 
of  every  one  that  shall  refuse  to  contribute  according  as  they 
shall  be  assessed,  by  distress  and  sale  afthe  offender^sgoodg;*' 
and  by  17  Geo.  2,  c.  88,  "  the  goods  of  any  person  assessed 
and  refusing  to  pay  may  be  levied  by  warrant  of  distress.'^ 
Therefore,  the  warrant  is  to  seize  the  goods  of  the  person 
refusing  to  pay,  that  is,  Duncan.  Not  only,  therefore,  the 
convenience  of  the  matter,  but  the  very  words  of  the  act, 
require  that  the  warrant  should  be  against  the  goods  of 
Duncan.  Then,  by  the  18th  section  of  the  local  act,  the 
goods  of  the  tenant  are  made  the  goods  of  Duncan  for  the 
purposes  of  the  act. 

Thirdly,  it  was  unnecessary  to  prove  that  Duncan  had 
been  summoned  to  pay  the  rates,  as  it  must  be  assumed 
that  he  was  until  the  contrary  were  shewn,  or  the  warrant 
would  not  have  been  issued.  The  onus  of  shewing  that 
there  was  no  summons  lay  upon  the  other  side.  Fourthly, 
there  ought  to  have  been  a  demand  of  a  perusal  and  copy 
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oftIiewarrant,under24Geo.2,c.44,8.6.  A  churchwarden  Bxeh,  of  Pkag, 
or  person  acting  nnder  him  in  obedience  to  a  warrant,  is  a 
person  within  that  act.  The  6th  section  enacts,  "  that  no 
action  shall  be  brought  against  any  constable,  &c.,  or 
against  any  person  or  persons  acting  by  his  order  and  in 
his  aid,  for  any  tiling  done  in  obedience  to  any  warrant 
nnder  the  hand  or  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  until 
demand  hath  been  made  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  his 
abode  by  the  party  or  parties  intending  to  bring  such  ac- 
tion, or  by  his,  her,  or  their  attorney  or  agent,  in  writing, 
signed  by  the  party  demanding  the  same,  of  the  perusal 
and  copy  of  such  warrant,  and  the  same  hath  been  refused 
or  neglected  for  the  space  of  six  days  after  such  demand; 
and  in  case,  after  such  demand,  and  compliance  there¥rith 
by  shewing  the  said  warrant  to  and  permitting  a  copy  to  be 
taken  thereof  by  the  party  demanding  the  same,  any  action 
shall  be  brought  against  such  constable,  &c.,  or  against 
such  person  or  persons  acting  in  his  aid,  for  any  such  cause 
as  aforesaid,  without  making  the  justice  or  justices  who 
signed  or  sealed  the  said  warrant  defendant  or  defendants, 
then,  on  producing  and  proving  such  warrant  at  the  trial 
of  such  action,  the  jury  shall  give  their  verdict  for  the 
defendant  or  defendants,  notwithstanding  any  defect  of 
jurisdiction  in  such  justice  or  justices/'  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  entry  and  seizure  of  the  goods  was  in 
obedience  to  the  warrant;  but  it  will  be  said  that  the 
defendant  has  done  more  than  he  was  authorized  by  the 
warrant,  and  therefore  he  is  not  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  act;  and  Bell  v.  Oaklet^ {a)  will  be  relied  on. 
There  the  defendants,  in  order  to  levy  a  poor's  rate  under 
a  warrant  of  distress  granted  by  two  magistrates,  broke  and 
entered  the  house,  and  broke  the  windows,  &;c.,  and  it  was 
held  that  they  might  be  sued  in  trespass,  without  a  pre- 
vious demand  of  a  perusal  and  copy  of  the  warrant.    But 

(a)  2  M.  &  Selw.  269. 
T  T  2 
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^xeh.  0/  Pii«f,  that  case  is  distinguishable,  for  there  the  original  entry  and 
y^,^^^^^,^    the  whole  proceeding  were  unlawful ;  but  here  the  entry  waa 

Pbpf«rcorn    perfectly  lawful,  and  the  objection  only  is,  that  the  defend- 
^oFMAK«      ant  stayed  too  long  upon  the  premises.   That  question  was 
not  left  to  the  jury,  and  the  plaintiff  did  not  request  that 
it  should  be  left  to  them;  it  is  therefore  not  open  to  him  to 
make  that  complain^  now.    IRoffe,  B. — This  is  not,  strictly 
speaking,  a  distress :  it  is  in  the  nature  of  an  execution.  J 
It  was  contended  that  the  goods  were  impounded  upon  the 
premises,  but  that  is  not  so;  the  staying  too  long  is  not  an 
impounding.    It  was  necessary  to  stay  some  time  to  com- 
plete the  levy.    Whether  the  party  staid  an  unreasonable 
time  is  not  a  question  now;  the  plaintiff  should  have  re- 
quired it  to  be  left  to  the  jury,  whether  or  not  the  goods 
were  kept  too  long  upon  the  premises.     By  27  Geo.  2,  c. 
20,  s.  I,  it  is  enacted  ^'  that,  in  all  cases  where  any  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace  is  or  are  or  shall  be  required 
or  impowered  by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  now  in 
force,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress for  the  levying  .of  any  penalty  inflicted,  or  any  sum 
of  money  directed  to  be  paid,  by  or  in  consequence  of 
such  act  or  acts,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justice 
or  justices  granting  such  warrant,  therein  to  order  and 
direct  the  goods  and  chattels  to  be  distrained,  to  be  sold 
and  disposed  of  within  a  certain  time  to  be  limited  in   . 
such  warrant,  so  as  such  time  be  not  less  than  four  days 
nor  more  than-  eight  days,  unless  the  penalty  or  sum  of 
money  for  which  such  distress  shall  be  made,  together  with 
the  reasonable  charges  of  taking  and  keeping  such  distress, 
be  sooner  paid.''    And  the  2nd  section  enacts,  "  that  the 
officer  making  such  distress  shall  and  is  hereby  impowered 
to  deduct  the  reasonable  charges  of  taking,  keeping,  and 
selling  such  distress,  out  of  the  money  arising  by  such  sale.'* 
Whether  that  act  allows  the  goods  to  be  kept  upon  the 
premises  may  be  a  matter  of  doubt ;  but  it  may  do  so. 
It  is,  however,  unnecessaiy  to  decide  that  question,  for  if  the 
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party  is  bound  to  remove  them,  he  must  have  a  reasonable  Sgek.  qf  pum, 
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time  to  do  so.    He  might  perhaps  be  justified  in  waiting  till     -      ^  *  - 

the  following  morning :  it  has  not  been  shewn,  at  all  events,  Fwf»»coRK 
that  he  stayed  there  an  unreasonable  time*  He  must  neces-  Hofman. 
sarily  have  a  reasonable  time  to  procure  a  conveyance  to 
remove  the  goods.  If  it  be  shewn  that  the  original  entry  is 
unlawful,  then  the  whole  proceeding  is  bad;  but  where  the 
majority  of  what  is  done  is  good,  then  the  plaintiff  is  not  en- 
titled to  maintain  the  action  without  a  demand  of  a  perusal 
and  copy  of  the  warrant.  Money  v.  Leach  (a),  in  which  it  was 
laid  down  that  where  the  justice  cannot  be  liable,  the  officer 
is  not  within  the  protection  of  the  act,  does  not  apply.  [Al^ 
dergoHyB, — If  no  summons  had  been  issued  against  Duncan, 
it  was  the  fault  of  the  magistrate  in  granting  the  warrant 
without  it,  and  he  would  be  the  person  liable.]  The  magis* 
Irate  had  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  warrant ;  but  suppose 
there  had  been  no  summons,  and  he  ought  not  to  have  issued 
the  warrant;  the  onus  of  shewing  that  lay  upon  the  plaintiff. 
Such  an  objection  might  have  been  made  in  an  action 
against  the  magistrate,  but  not  in  an  action  against  the 
defendant.  It  was  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  shew  that 
the  warrant  was  improperly  issued.  The  presumption  is, 
that  the  magistrate  has  done  everything  to  give  him  juris- 
diction, rather  than  the  contrary:  Rex  v.  Wheeton  {b) ;  Rex 
T.  Witney  {c).  It  may  be  that,  in  the  action  against  this 
magistrate,  who  has  the  means  of  knowing  whether  he  has 
done  all  that  was  necessary  to  give  him  jurisdiction,  the 
onus  is  on  him ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
stable, who  has  no  such  means  of  knowledge.  .  [Alderaon, 
B. — ^If  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  be  no  defence  that  the 
warrant  was  issued.  It  is  enough  to  shew  general  juris- 
diction in  the  magistrate  to  issue  the  warrant.] 


(a)  3  Burr.  1742;  1  W.  Black.       &  M.  65. 
663.  (c)  5  Ad.  &  £U.  191 ;  6  Ner.  & 

(6)  4  Ad.  &  £11.  607;  6  Nev«       M.  552. 
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£ceft.  nf  PiMf,       Fashley  {Piatt  with  him)  in  support  of  the  role. — Fint, 
'  -     it  was  not  necessary  to  prove  any  demand  of  a  copy  of  the 


Psprsaoo»ir  J  warrant.  It  is  said  that  the  warrant  could  not  be  executed 
HoPMAN.  against  Duncan's  goods  in  another  county;  but  the  17 
Qeo.  2j  c.  38,  s.  7,  expressly  enacts,  ''  that  the  goods  of 
any  person  assessed  and  refiising  to  pay  may  be  levied  by 
warrant  of  distress,  not  only  in  the  place  for  which  such 
assessment  was  made,  but  in  any  other  place  within  the 
same  county  or  precinct ;  and  if  sufficient  distress  cannot 
be  found  within  the  said  county  or  precinct,  on  oath  made 
thereof  before  some  justice  of  any  other  county  or  precinct 
(which  oath  shall  be  certified  under  the  hand  of  such  justice 
on  the  said  warrant),  siich  goods  may  be  levied  in  such 
other  county  or  precinct  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  and 
certificate/'  [Alderiony  B. — ^If  there  is  a  sufficient  distress 
within  the  county,  then  they  cannot  seize  goods  in  another 
county.  If  the  plaintiff's  goods  were  seisable  under  this 
warrant,  then  arises  the  question  whether  a  demand  of 
the  warrant  was  necessary.]  If  by  the  18th  section  they 
are  to  take  the  goods  of  any  one  occupying  the  property 
rated,  then  the  goods  of  the  tenants  were  liable  to  be 
taken.  But  at  least  the  tenant  should  have  some  notice 
of  his  liability  before  his  goods  are  taken.  [Alderson,  B. — 
Against  whom  should  the  distress  go,  but  the  landlord  ? 
The  act  does  not  make  the  tenants  liable  to  be  rated  for 
the  premises,  and  therefore  it  could  not  go  against  them.] 
It  is  submitted,  that  as  they  are  made  virtually  liable  by 
the  act,  they  should  have  had  some  notice  of  their  liability* 
lAIderson,  B. — Suppose  you  are  right  in  that,  these  de- 
fendants are  officers  acting  in  obedience  to  a  warrant,  and 
you  must  shew  a  demand  of  the  warrant,  in  order  to  render 
them  liable.  The  only  remaining  question  is,  whether  the 
defendant  was  guilty  of  any  excess.]  He  ought  to  have  gone 
as  soon  as  he  was  required  to  go,  and  taken  the  goods  with 
him.  Whether  this  be  considered  an  impounding,  or  a 
staying  an  unreasonable  time,  the  defendant  was  guUty  of 
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excess,  and  is  therefore  liable.  But  there  clearly  was  an  im-  Eteh.  of  puas, 
pounding, because  the  defendant  said  that,  unless  the  money  "'  ^ 

were  paid,  he  should  stay  there  the  five  days.  The  moment  P«ppE»coaN 
he  exceeded  what  the  warrant  authorisied  him  in  doing,  then  Hofm ak. 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  maintain  his  action,  without 
proving  any  demand  of  the  warrant.  Here  he  is  told  to  take 
the  goods  seized  away,  and  he  refuses  to  do  so,  saying  that 
unless  the  money  is  paid,  he  shall  remain  the  five  days ; 
that  constitutes  an  impounding,  which  was  not  justified  by 
the  warrant.  At  common  law,  the  only  place  where  the 
party  distraining  cannot  stay,  is  the  place  where  the  goods 
are  found.  Bro.  Abr.,  Distress,  30,  translated  in  Vin. 
Abr.,  Distress,  (E.  4) — ''If  lord  or  lessor  distrains,  he  can- 
not make  a  pound  in  the  same  land  for  this  distress.'^ 
Since  the  stat.  11  Geo.  2,  c.  19,  in  the  case  of  rent  in 
arrear,  undoubtedly  the  landlord  may  impound  on  the 
premises;  but  before  it  was  otherwise.  Co.  Litt.  47.  b. 
clearly  shews  that  goods  are  not  to  be  impounded  on  the 
premises — ''  He  that  distrains  anything  that  hath  life  must 
impound  them  in  a  lawful  pound  within  three  miles  in  the 
same  county ; ''  and  again — "  If  the  distress  be  of  utensils 
of  household,  or  such-like  dead  goods,  which  may  take  harm 
by  wet  or  weather,  or  be  stolen  away,  then  he  must  im- 
pound them  in  a  house  or  other  pound  covert,  ¥rithin  three 
miles  in  the  same  county ;  '^  clearly  shewing  that  they  are 
not  to  be  impounded  on  the  premises.  [Atderson^  B. — It  is 
perfectly  clear  he  has  a  right  to  stay  some  time ;  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  he  stayed  an  unreasonable  time.]  [Byles. — 
That  will  not  affect  the  necessity  for  a  demand  of  the  war- 
rant.] lAlder9on,  B. — ^Yes ;  where  the  defendant  has  com- 
mitted an  excess,  he  must  pay  for  that.]  In  fVinterboume 
V.  Morgan  (a),  where  one  who  entered  under  a  warrant  of 
distress  for  rent  in  arrear  continued  in  possession  of  the 
goods  upon  the  premises  for  fifteen  days,  during  the  last 

(a)  11  East,  395. 
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Exeh.  <2f  Pleas,  fouT  of  which  he  was  removing  the  goods,  which  were  after- 

^    ^      ^    wards  sold  under  the  distress ;  it  was  held,  that  at  any  rate 

Pbppercobn    he  was  liable  in  trespass  for  continuing  on  the  premises, 

,  HoFM AN.      and  disturbing  the  plaintiff  in  the  possession  of  his  house, 

after  the  time  allowed  by  law. 

Alderson,  B. — I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  new  trial, 
for  the  purpose  of  submitting  the  point  to  the  jury,  whether 
the  defendant  stayed  an  unreasonable  time  on  the  premises 
or  not.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  he  did,  he  is  liable.  The 
act  of  Parliament  makes  the  rate  leviable  in  the  same 
manner  as  poor-rates  are  leviable  by  the  statute  of  Elizabeth. 
That  applied  to  those  persons  who  are  rated.  By  the  17th 
section,  the  owner  is  liable,  and  he  is  the  person  from  whom, 
by  the  15th  section,  the  rates  are  to  be  recovered.  Th^n 
the  18th  section  says,  that ''  the  goods  and  chattels  of  each 
and  every  person  renting  or  occupying  any  separate  part 
or  apartment  in  such  house  or  building,  or  renting  or 
occupying  any  ready-furnished  house,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  and  sold  for  the  payment  of 
the  said  rates  or  assessments.''  The  goods  of  all  the  lodgers 
are  therefore  liable;  they  are  to  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  the  goods  of  the  person  rated.  Then  the  mere  fact 
for  the  officer  to  ascertain  is,  who  is  the  person  rated;  and 
having  done  so,  he  is  to  go  to  the  house  of  the  person  rated, 
and  if  he  finds  goods  which  belong  to  a  person  renting 
premises  under  the  party  rated,  he  may  take  them  under 
the  warrant,  unless  the  warrant  be  informal.  I  think  this 
is  a'  good  warrant.  But  before  he  can  make  any  objection 
to  it,  the  party  must  first  make  a  demand  of  a  copy  of  the 
warrant.  If  he  relies  on  the  fact  of  the  warrant  having 
been  issued  without  a  previous  summons,  that  objection 
can  only  be  raised  after  a  demand  of  the  warrant,  and  in  no 
ease  against  the  officer.  That  makes  an  end  of  the  case. 

But  then  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  party  can  only  justify 
that  which  he  lawJvUy  did  under  the  warrant.     He  has  a 
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light  to  stay  a  reasonable  time  before  he  removes  the  goods ;  £'cA.  nf  ¥Ua»^ 

but  here  the  ofEicer  said,  tinless  the  money  was  paid,  he  ^  •    ^  '   ^ 

should  stay  the  five  days.    Perhaps  the  excess  of  damage  Peppbrcorn 

is  trifling,  but  the  case  must  now  go  to  the  jury,  to  ascer-  Hofman. 
tain  whether  there  was  any  excess. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  absolute  for  a  new  trial. 


Sfono  v.  Wright. 


Fth.  12. 


UeBT  by  the  drawer  against  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  Debt  on  a  bin 
exchange  for  £20,  payable  to  the  drawer's  own  order  three  plyec^a^fLt  ^ 
months  after  date,  with  coTints  for  money  lent,  and  on  an  JSo^^pf"^ 

account  stated.  fine,  except  as 

Fleas,  first,  except  as  to  10/.  11^.,  parcel  &c.,  a  set-off  cei&caic?"' 
for  board  and  lodging  &c.  with  the  following  averment:—  Jo^^ngTand"* 

"which  said  sum  of  money  so  due  to  the  defendant  as  "to  the  sum 

__  lilt         1  11  ofioiLiu.,  pay- 

aforesaid  exceeds  the  supposed  debt  above  demanded,  ex-  mentofthat 

cept  as  in  the  introductory  part  of  this  plea  mentioned,  JlRcpikation, ' 

and  all  damages  by  the  plaintiff  sustained  by  reason  of  a^ebtsand'iLXt 

the  detention  thereof,  and  out  of  which  said  sum  he  the  of  set-off  did  not 

.  accrue  within 

defendant  is  ready  and  willing  &c.'' — ^Verification.  And  six  years  before 
as  to  the  sum  of  10/.  11*.,  payment  into  Court  of  that  mcnTofthrsuU, 
sum,  and  that  he  the  defendant  never  was  indebted  to  the  concluding  to 

'  the  country: 

plaintiff  to  a  greater  amount  than  the  sum  of  10/.  11*.,  in  to  which  the 

^  °  defendant,  by 

his  rejoinder, 
added  the  similiter.  At  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  hflTing  proved  his  case,  and  the  defendant  his 
set-off,  the  latter  put  in  a  letter  from  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  in  which  the  following 
passages  were  relied  upon,  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute : — "  Before  closing  this,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  in  any  bill  or  what  demand  you  have  to  make  on  me, 
and  if  just,  I  shall  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  going  to  law.  If  you  refer  to  your  books,  you 
will  find  the  latt  payment  1  made  you  was  in  May,  1839;  the  day  I  have  forgot.  I  shall  leave 
town  to-morrow,  but  shall  be  back  in  a  few  days,  for  a  month,  and  if  you  will  briny  my  bill  in 
here  to  me  by  eleven,  I  shall  be  at  your  service:*' — Held,  that  this  was  not  a  sufficient  admission 
to  take  the  case  out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 

Held,  also,  that  the  issue  joined  on  the  replication  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  was  no  proper 
issue,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  a  repleader. 
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B»eh.  9f  Pieoi,  respect  of  the  cause  of  action  in  the  introductory  part  of 
the  plea  mentioned. — ^Verification. 

Beplication  to  the  first  plea,  that  the  seyeral  alleged  debts 
and  causes  of  set-off  in  the  said  first  plea  mentioned  did 
not^  nor  did  any  or  either  of  them,  accrue  to  the  defendant 
vithin  six  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  con- 
cluding to  the  country.  To  the  second  plea  the  plaintiff 
replied,  taking  the  money  out  of  Court  in  satisfaction  of  the 
causes  of  action,  as  to  the  said  sum  of  10/.  ll^. 

The  defendant,  by  his  rejoinder  to  the  first  replication, 
added  the  similiter. 

The  particulars  of  the  plaintiff's  demand  were,  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  the  bill  of  exchange  for  £20,  set  out 
in  the  declaration,  with  interest  thereon,  and  for  money 
lent ;  and  also  £2,  the  amount  of  an  I.  O.  U.  of  the  de- 
fendant, dated  31st  July,  1841,  under  the  account  stated. 

The  particulars  of  set-off  were  for  fifteen  weeks'  board 
and  lodging,  at  16^.  per  week,  £12;  so  that,  with  the  sum 
paid  into  Court,  it  exceeded  the  plaintiff's  demand. 

At  the  trial  before  Rolfs,  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings 
in  Hilary  Term,  the  plaintiff  proved  his  case  by  producing 
and  proving  the  bill  on  which  the  action  was  brought. 
The  defendant,  in  answer,  proved  that,  in  the  year  1835, 
the  plaintiff  resided  and  boarded  and  lodged  with  him,  the 
defendant,  for  nearly  four  months.  The  following  letter, 
written  in  November  last,  from  the  plaintiff  to  the  de- 
fendant, was  given  in  evidence  to  take  the  case  out  of  the 
Statute  of  Limitations : — 

'^  Sir, — ^I  have  this  day  placed  in  my  solicitors'  hands, 
Messrs.  Baker  &  Parsons,  your  bill,  with  the  order  on  my 
banker  for  the  same,  for  which  you  received  twenty  sove- 
reigns, which  my  banker  can  prove;  consequently  I  suppose 
there  will  be  but  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  same  by 
a  course  of  law.  I  have  now  given  you  ample  time  for 
consideration ;  and  you  still  feel  disposed  to  oblige  me  to 
this  course,  my  having  no  other  way  of  obtaining  it.     I 
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hope  you  will  not  have  to  regret  the  step  you  have  taken^  E*eh.  of  puati 

besides  that  of  paying  the  money.    I  need  not  put  yon  in 

mind  of  the  threat  you  held  out  to  me.  I  deny  having  tried 

to  injure  you,  nor  do  I  yet  feel  disposed  to  do  so.  You  have 

my  full  permission  to  carry  your  threats  into  execution, 

which  if  you  can,  you  will,  I  am  sure.    Before  closing  t/de, 

I  have  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  in  any  bill 

or  what  demand  you  have  to  make  on  me;  and  if  just,  I 

shall  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  going  to  law. 

"  If  you  refer  to  your  books,  you  will  find  the  last  pay- 
ment I  made  you  was  in  May,  1839;  the  day  I  have 
forgot,  but  it  is  on  the  stamp  receipt  with  the  bill,  which  I 
left  this  day;  but  I  think  it  was  the  9th  or  29th — no 
matter  the  day.  I  shall  leave  town  to-morrow,  but  shall 
be  back  in  a  few  days,  for  aononth,  and  tf  you  will  bring 
my  bill  in  here  to  me  by  eleven,  I  shall  be  at  your  service, 
after  which  it  will  be  out  of  my  hands  entirely. 

"  Yours  obediently, 

"  G.  A.  Spong.'' 

This  letter  the  defendant  contended  was  sufficient  to 
take  the  case  out  of  the  statute;  the  learned  Judge,  how- 
ever, was  of  a  difierent  opinion ;  and  the  jury,  under  his 
lordship's  direction,  found  a  verdict  f(Mr  the  plaintiff  for 
9/.  16^.,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to  move  to 
enter  a  verdict  for  him,  if  the  Court  should  be  of  opinion  that 
it  was  sufficient.  Montague  Smith  having  obtained  a  rule  ac- 
cordingly, either  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  or  for  a 
repleader,  on  the  ground  that  therewas  no  proper  issue  joined 
on  the  replication  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Wheatley  v.  Williams  (a). 

Creasy  shewed  cause — ^The  letter  was  inrafficient  to 
take  the  case  out  of  the  statute.    In  Starkie  on  Evidence, 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  533. 
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Sxeh,  ofPhoit  vol.  Z,  p.  666  {a),  the  following  is  the  rule  deduced  from  the 
^  ^^^'  ^  recent  cases :  "  From  the  late  decisions  on  the  effect  of  an 
spono  acknowledgment  under  the  provisions  of  the  stat.  21  Jac 
Wright.  ^f  ^'  ^^f  where  all  the  former  cases  were  brought  under 
consideration^  the  result  seems  to  be  that^  to  repel  the 
limiting  power  of  the  statute^  it  must  either  amount  to  an 
eapress  promise^  or  to  so  clear  an  admission  of  a  still  sub- 
sisting liability^  that  a  promise  must  necessarily  be  implied." 
Now  here  there  is  clearly  no  express  promise^  nor  any  clear 
admission  of  a  liability.  The  plaintiff  merely  asks  the  de- 
fendant to  send  him  in  any  bill  or  demand  he  has  to  make 
on  him,  and  ifjuat,  he  will  not  give  him  the  trouble  of  going 
to  law ;  which  is  nothing  like  a  promise  or  admission  of  lia- 
bility. This  rule  was  obtained  on  the  authority  otCoUedge 
V.Ham  (i),  and  Wialkry.  Lacy  (c).  In  CoUedge  v.  Ekmi^  the 
letter  was  this : — ''  I  have  received  yours  respecting  the 
plaintiff's  demand;  it  is  not  a  just  one;  I  am  ready  to  settle 
the  account  whenever  the  plaintiff  thinks  proper  to  meet 
on  the  business;  I  am  not  in  his  debt  £90,  nor  anything 
like  that  sum ;  shall  be  happy  to  settle  the  difference  by  his 
meeting  me.''  There  is  the  important  distinction  that  the 
party  uses  the  terms,  **  shall  be  happy  to  settle  the  differ* 
ence/'  which  admits  something  due;  and  then,  that  parol 
evidence  may  be  given  to  determine  the  amount,  is  not 
disputed.  So  in  JVdUer  v.  Lacy,  the  defendant  having  a 
claim  against  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  wrote  at  the  foot  of 
his  bill  "  By  Mr.  Lacy's  bill, "  leaving  a  blank  for  the 
amount.  He  then  wrote  below :  ''Agreeably  to  your  re- 
quest above  I  send  you  my  bill,  which  I  will  thank  you  to 
peruse,  and  if  correct,  favour  me  with  a  bill  for  the  ba- 
lance." There  the  word  balance  necessarily  implied  that 
something  was  due.  But  here  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort, 
and  no  admission  of  anything  being  due,  as  in  those  cases. 

(a)  3rd  Edition.  (c)  1  Man.  &  G.  54;  1  ScoU, 

.     (6)  3  Bing.  119;  10  Mo.  431.       N.  R.  186. 
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There  is,  indeed,  a  condition,  that  if  the  demand  is  just,  the  Exek,  of  Pkas, 
plaintiff  will  satisfy  it ;  but  that  is  nothing  like  an  admission  ^  ^* 
of  anything  being  due.  He  then  goes  on  to  desire  the  de« 
fendant  to  refer  to  his  books  to  see  what  payments  have 
been  made.  That  may  be  an  admission  that  there  have 
been  dealings  between  them;  butthat  is  not  sufficient;  there 
must  be  an  admission  of  a  subsisting  debt.  Then  there  is 
the  allusion  to  his  leaving  town,  but  that  he  shall  be  back 
in  a  few  days,  for  a  month,  and  if  the  defendant  will  bring 
his  bill  to  him,  he  shall  be  at  his  service.  But  that  carries 
the  case  no  further.  [Alderson,  B. — Have  the  cases  gone 
further  than  this,  that  an  absolute  admission  of  some  debt 
being  due  is  sufficient;  and  that  that  admission  may  be 
coupled  with  evidence  to  prove  the  amount  (a)?  I  had  occa- 
sion to  consider  this  matter  veiy  fully  in  the  case  of  Cheslyn  v. 
Dalhy  (6),  and  I  there  said  that  I  apprehended  it  must  be  con- 
sidered as  fully  established,  that  a  general  promise  in  writing 
to  pay,  not  specifying  any  amount,  but  which  can  be  made 
certain  as  to  the  amoimt  by  extrinsic  evidence,  is  sufficient 
to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  Statute  of  Limi- 
tations. Here,  however,  the  partysays,  tf the  demand  is  a  just 
one  he  will  pay  it.]  In  Marrell  v.  Frith  (c),  the  defendant 
wrote  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  as 
follows : — "  Sir, — Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  in- 
deed for  some  time  previously,  I  have  been  in  almost  daily 
expectation  of  being  enabled  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply  to 
your  first  application  respecting  the  demand  of  Messrs. 
Morrell  against  me.  I  propose  being  in  Oxford  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  I  will  call  on  you  upon  the  matter. — 
W.  C.  Frith :''  and  this  was  held  an  insufficient  acknow- 
ledgment under  the  statute.  He  was  then  stopped  by  the 
Court. 


(a)  He  referred  to  Lechmere  v.      (6)  4  You.  &  Coll.  238. 
Fletcher,  1  C.  &  M.  623.  (c)  3  M.  &  W.  402. 
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Mjtck.  qfPkat,  Montague  Smith,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^Ue  letter  is  an 
*  ^  admission  of  some  bill  being  due  from  the  plaintiff  to  the 
spono  defendant,  and  that  is  sufficient,  coupled  with  proof  of  a 
Wriobt.  demand  being  in  fact  due.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
letter  was  written  in  answer  to  any  application,  but  from  a 
consciousness  that  the  defendant  had  a  demand  against  the 
writer  to  some  amount.  He  says,  ''Before  closing  this,  I 
hare  to  request  you  wiU  be  pleased  to  send  in  any  bill,  or 
what  demand  you  have  to  make  on  me.''  He  then  refers 
to  payments,  which  must  be  payments  on  account  of  some- 
thing due,  and  says,  ''if  you  will  bring  my  bill  to  me  by 
eleven,  I  shaU  be  at  your  service ;"  that  imports  that  there 
was  something  due,  to  be  then  accounted  for,  and  which  the 
plaintiff  was  ready  to  pay.  [Alderson,  B. — He  admits  there 
is  some  demand  upon  him,  but  he  does  not  admit  it  is  a  just 
one.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  any  admission  of  a 
just  demand.]  Then  there  must  be  a  repleader.  In 
Wheatley  v.  fVUUams  (a),  where  there  was  a  plea  of  the 
Statute  of  Limitations,  concluding  to  the  country,  and  the 
similiter  added  to  it,  it  was  expressly  held  that  no  sufficient 
issue  was  joined,  there  being  no  denial  of  the  averment  in 
the  plea : — ^there  was  nothing  for  the  jury  to  try.  Boden- 
ham  y.  Hill  {b)  merely  decided  that  such  a  plea  need  not 
conclude  with  a  yerification:  it  did  not  decide  that  a 
conclusion  to  the  country  would  be  proper,  or  that  a  repli- 
cation was  unnecessary.  That  decision  does  not  affect  the 
mode  of  pleading  on  the  other  side — ^it  was  simply  a  de- 
claration of  what  might  be  dispensed  with  in  point  of  form, 
in  the  cancktaion  of  the  plea  of  the  statute ;  but  did  not  af- 
fect the  substance  of  the  issue.    Here  there  is  no  i»Me. 

Creasy,  contra.— In  Smithy.  Smith  (a),  the  informal  con- 
clusion of  a  plea  was  held  to  be  no  ground  for  arresting  the 

(a)  1  M.  &  W.  533.  (5)  7  M.  &  W.  274. 
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judgment,  or  for  a  repleader,  if  there  has  been  an  issue  to  Sxeh.  o/pieat, 
try ;  for  that  the  objection  could  only  be  taken  advantage  of  '   ^ 

on  special  demurrer.  [Alderson^B. — ^There  there  was  clearly  Spos  o 
an  issue,  and  a  fact  to  be  proved.]  Here  the  plaintiff  has  Wright. 
put  the  issue  on  the  ground  whether  the  set-off  accrued 
within  six  years.  That  cannot  be  immaterial.  It  is  merely 
an  informal  issue,  which  must  be  taken  advantage  of  on  a 
special  demurrer.  Where  the  conclusion  is  to  the  country, 
instead  of  with  a  verification,  it  is  a  ground  of  special  de- 
murrer. In  Chitty  on  Pleading,  559,  it  is  said,  ''  Since  this 
statute  (4  Ann.  c.  16,  s.  1),  a  wrong  or  defective  conclusion, 
either  to  the  country  or  with  a  verification,  can  only  be 
taken  advantage  of  on  special  demurrer.^' 


Alderson,  B. — ^My  Brother  Parke  pointed  out  this  dif- 
ficulty in  Wheatley  v.  WUUamSy  that  there  was  a  negative 
and  no  affirmative;  nothing  on  the  record  equivalent  to  an 
averment  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  within  six  years. 
So  it  is  here.  The  plea  of  set-off  does  not  contain  any 
statement  that  the  matter  arose  within  six  years.  Then 
the  replication  states  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  indebted,  for 
the  causes  of  set-off  did  not  accrue  within  six  years.  If 
you  add  to  that  by  a  rejoinder  that  they  did  accrue  within 
six  years,  then  there  is  a  definite  issue,  but  not  before. 

GuRNEY,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute  for  a  new  trial,  both  parties  to  be  at 
liberty  to  amend. 

(a)  5  Dowl.  P.  C.  84. 
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IN  THE  EXCHEQUER  CHAMBER. 


{In  Error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer). 


Exeh.   Chamb, 
1842. 

Feb.  21. 

Indebitatus  as* 
sumpsit  for, 
stock  sold  and 
caused  to  be 
transferred  by 
the  plaintiff  to 
the  defendant, 
and  by  the  de- 
fendant duly 
accepted. — 
Plea,  that  the 
stock  alleged  to 

be  caused  to  be  ment^  the  following  were  referred  to^  on  behalf  of  the 
•"cauMd  to^'  plaintiff  in  error : — Wilkinson  on  the  Public  Funds^  155 ; 
STa"^  JJrottw  Y.  Turner  (A) ;  Steers  v.  Lashley  (c) ;  Sin^sm  y. 
agreement  with  Bloss{d) ;  Blochford  V.  Preston{e);  Thomson  y.  Thomson (f); 
'    De  Begnis  v.  Armistead  (j) ;  and  Ewing  y.  Osbaldiston  (A). 

For  the  defendant  in   error : — Bullock  y.  Richardson  (i ) ; 

fViffan  Y.  Fowler  (*) ;  Crespigny  y.  ffittenoom  (/) ;  Shales  y. 

Seiffnoret  {m) ;  Shepherd  y.  Johnson  (») ;  Doumes  y.  Back  (o) ; 


M'Callan  v.  Mortimer. 

A,  WRIT  of  error  haYing  been  brought  on  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  this  case  (a),  it  was  argued 
in  this  Court  in  the  Yacations  after  Hilary  and  Michaelmas 
Terms,  1841,  by  Sir  W.  W.  Follett,  Solicitor-General,  for 
the  plaintiff  in  error :  and  by  CressweU,  for  the  defendant 
in  error. 

In  addition  to  the  authorities  cited  on  the  former  argu- 


the  transfer  of 
the  same,  in  con' 
sideration  of 
£^Sl  59.  to 
be  therefore 
paid  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the 


same  s  and  that, 

at  the  time  of  making  such  agreement,  the  plaintiff  iffM  not  actually  pouested  of  or  entitled  to 
the  etock  in  his  own  right,  &c ;  by  means  whereof  the  said  contract  i>ecame  and  was  null  and 
void : — Heldf  on  error  brought  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  the  plea 
was  no  answer  to  the  action,  and  that  the  contract  was  not  within  7  Geo.  2,  c.  8,  s.  8;  affirm- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  Court  below. 


(a)  See  the  pleadings  and  argu- 
ments in  the  Court  below,  ante, 
Vol.  7. 

(b)  7  T.  R.  630. 

(c)  6  T.  R.  61. 

(d)  7  Taunt.  246. 

(e)  8  T.  R.  89. 
if)  7  Vea.  470. 


(g)  losing.  107;  dM.&  Sc.511. 

(A)  2  Myl.  &  Cr.  53. 

(t)  11  Ve8.373. 

(*)  IStark.  N.P.C.  459., 

(0  4T.R.  790. 

(m)  1  Ld.  Raym.  440. 

(n)  2  East,  211. 

(o)  IStark.  N.  P.C.318. 
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RumbaUv.Maddock{a);  Dorriens  y.  Hutchinson  {b) ;  Cope  Bxek.^4imb. 

V.  Bowlands{c);  and  De  Begms  v.  Anmstead: — ^and  by     ^ ^-L^ 

the  Solicitor-General  in  revij^  Mar  chant  v.  Evans  {i);     M'Callak 
WaymoU  v.  Beed  {e) ;  and  Foster  v.  Taylor  (/)•  Moktimek. 

The  Court  took  time  to  consider,  and  now  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  (g)  was  delivered  by — 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — This  is  an  action  of  indebitatus 
assumpsit,  by  which  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  defendant 
was  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  dE5000,  for  certain,  to 
wit,  £5000  interest  in  the  joint  stock  of  three  per  cent, 
annuities,  transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  called  the 
Consolidated  Three  Pounds  per  Cent.  Annuities,  then  sold 
and  caused  to  be  transferred  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defend- 
ant, at  his  special  instance  and  request,  and  by  the  defend- 
ant then,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day  and  year  aforesaid,  duly 
accepted ;  and  also  upon  an  account  stated ;  and  that  the 
defendant,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  then  promised 
the  plaintiff  to  pay.  The  declaration  then  alleges  a  breach 
in  not  paying. 

The  defendant  pleaded,  1st,  that  he  did  not  promise; 
and  2ndly,  to  the  first  count  of  the  declaration,  that  the  said 
interest  or  share  in  the  said  joint  stock  was  so  caused  to 
be  transferred  under  and  by  virtue  of  a  certain  contract 
and  agreement  made  with  the  plaintiff  after  the  Ist  of 
June,  1784,  for  the  transfer  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defend- 
ant of  the  said  sum  of  iE5000  interest  or  share  in  the  said 
joint  stock,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  4551/.  5«. 
to  be  therefore  paid  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  same.  And 
the  defendant  further  says,  that  at  the  time  of  making  such 
contract  and  agreement,  the  plaintiff  was  not  actually 

(a)  8  East,  304.  (/)  5  B.  &  Adol.  887. 

(b)  1  Smith,  420.  {g)  ConnstiDg  of  Lord  Denman, 

(c)  2  M.  &  W.  149.  C.  J.,  rtndal,  C.  J.,  PaUeMon,  J., 

(d)  8  Taunt  142.  WilUams,  J.,    Coltman^  J.,    and 
(0  5  T.  R.  599.  Erskine,  J. 

VOL.  IX.  V  V  M.  W. 
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JBmA.  Chamb.  poasessed  ot  or  entitled  unto  in  his  own  liglit  or  in  his  own 
1842 

naone,  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  trustee  or  trustees 

to  his  use,  of  the  said  interest  or  share  in  the  said  joint 
stock  or  any  part  thereof,  by  means  whereof  the  said  con* 
tract  and  agreement,  and  the  said  promise  in  the  said  de- 
claration mentioned,  so  £Eur  as  the  same  relates  to  the  said 
first  count,  then  became  and  was,  and  from  thence  hitherto 
hath  been  and  still  is,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute 
Slc,  null  and  void :  and  Srdly,  the  defendant  pleaded  that 
he  did  not  accept  the  said  stock. 

Issue  was  taken  on  the  first  and  third  pleas,  and  the 
plaintiff  has  demurred  to  the  second  plea,  and  the  only 
question  which  the  Court  has  to  consider  is,  whether  the 
second  plea  contains  any  valid  answer  to  the  first  count  of 
the  declaration. 

The  declaration  in  this  case  is  on  a  promise  founded  on 
an  executed  consideration.  It  was  contended  in  argument 
by  the  defendants  counsel,  that  on  these  pleadings  it 
must  be  assumed  there  was  no  other  agreement  between 
these  parties  than  the  original  executory  contract ;  but  this 
is,  we  think,  a  misapprehension  of  the  true  efiFect  of  the 
pleadings.  The  declaration  alleges  a  promise,  founded  on 
an  executed  consideration.  The  defendant  by  his  plea 
does  not  deny  this,  but  alleges  a  matter  quite  consistent 
with  it,  that  the  transfer  was  made  by  virtue  of  a  previous 
executory  contract,  which  was  illegal,  because  the  plaintiff 
was  not  possessed  of  the  stock  contracted  for,  by  means 
whereof  the  said  contract  and  agreement,  and  the  said 
promise  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  became  void. 

The  plea,  therefi>re,  expressly  treats  the  promise  in  the 
declaration  as  being  different  firom  the  contract  mentioned 
in  the  plea;  and  the  case,  as  disclosed  by  the  pleadings  on 
both  sides,  appears  to  be,  that  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant contracted  for  the  sale  and  delivery  to  the  defend- 
ant of  certain  stock  of  which  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  was 
not  in  possession,  but  that  fact  not  being  alleged  to  have 
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been  in  the  knowledge  of  the  defendant  at  the  time;  that  -&««*•  Cftom^. 
the  stock  was  afterwards  transferred  by  the  pjtocurement     ^      ^  '  ^ 
of  the  plaintiJBP  to  the  defendant,  and  that,  on  the  occasion     M'Callaw 
of  the  transfer,  the  defendant  promised  to  pay  the  price     MonfiKER. 
which  had  been  stipulated  for;  and  the  question  arising 
hereupon  is,  whether  the  promise  so  made  is  one  which 
the  law  will  not  give  6Sect  to,  and  by  which  the  defendant 
is  not  bound. 

In  considering  the  statute  on  which  this  question  turns, 
it  appears  to  us  that  a  substantial  difference  exists  between 
a  contract  to  sell,  or  to  transfer,  and  an  actual  sale,  or 
actual  transfer.  This  distinction  is  recognised  in  the  case 
of  Hechcher  v.  Gregory  (a),  in  reference  to  one  of  the 
clauses  of  this  statute,  and  rests  on  the  distinction,  quite 
familiar  in  the  law,  between  contracts  executory  and  con- 
tracts executed. 

Now  assuming,  for  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  that 
the  original  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defend* 
ant  was  void,  and  that  it  would  have  been  illegal  for  the 
defendant  to  have  entered  into  it  if  he  had  been  aware 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  possessed  of  the  stock  which  he 
was  contracting  to  transfer;  yet  here  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  aware  of  it ;  and  on  these  pleadings  it  must 
be  taken  that  the  defendant  was  not  aware  of  the  illegality 
of  the  contract  he  was  entering  into,  for  illegality  is  not  to 
be  presumed,  and  the  party  who  seeks  to  avoid  a  contract 
on  the  score  of  any  illegality,  must  shew  whatever  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  out  that  illegality. 

What  then  is  the  situation  in  which  a  party  stands,  who 
has  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  stock  of  which  the 
seller  is  not  possessed,  the  purchaser  not  being  aware  of 
that  fact? 

If  the  stock  is  contracted  to  be  paid  for  at  a  future  day, 
and  it  is  not  transferred  as  agreed,  he  falls  within  the 

(a)  4  East,  607. 
c  u  2 
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Exeh.  Ckamb.  words,  and  is,  we  conceive,  entitled  to  the  remedy  given 
-  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act;  he  is  a  person  who  has 
M'Callak  bought  stock  to  be  accepted  and  paid  for  on  a  future  day, 
MoRTiMEB.  and  which  has  been  neglected  to  be  transferred  in  such 
case ;  he  may  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  the  stock 
from  any  other  person,  and  after  such  purchase  may  re- 
cover the  difference  from  the  person  with  whom  the  con- 
tract was  made. 

If,  instead  of  the  purchaser  going  into  the  market  to 
purchase  ftom  a  third  party,  the  parties  contracting  meet 
together,  and  agree  that  on  transferring  the  stock  to  the 
defendant,  the  defendant  will  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum 
originally  stipulated  for,  such  an  agreement  does  not  fall 
within  the  prohibition  of  the  statute ;  it  is  not  a  contract 
to  sell,  but  an  actual  sale ;  it  is  not  a  contract  to  transfer, 
but  an  actual  transfer;  such  a  contract  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  words,  nor  does  it,  we  think,  fall  within  the  mischief 
of  the  act. 

K  the  contract  were  not  for  stock  to  be  accepted  and 
paid  for  on  a  future  day,  but  on  the  very  day  on  which 
the  contract  is  made,  the  same  reasoning  would  apply, — 
there  would  be  no  illegality  in  the  promise,  founded  on  a 
transfer  then  actually  made,  to  pay  the  agreed  sum  of 
money. 

The  objection  urged  against  this  view  of  the  subject 
was,  that  by  this  means  effect  is  given  to  a  contract  which, 
on  the  part  of  the  seller  at  least,  was  illegal ;  but  to  this 
objection  the  answer  is,  that  it  is  not  the  illegal  contract 
to  which  effect  is  given,  but  the  subsequent  legal  contract 
founded  on  a  new  and  sufficient  consideration. 

It  is  ui^ed  as  being  absurd  and  unreasonable,  when  the 
contract,  originally  made  to  do  a  certain  act,  is  an  illegal 
contract,  that  the  thing  itself,  when  done,  should  be  held 
to  be  legal— that  it  should  be  legal  to  do  what  it  is  illegal 
to  contract  to  do ;  but  this  difficulty  disappears,  if  we  con- 
sider the  object  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  the  provisions  of 
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whicli  are  studiously  framed  with  a  view  to  secure  in  every  -Krc/i.  Chami. 
case  an  actual  transfer  of  all  stock  bargained  to  be  sold ; 
and  it  may  well  be,  that  an  executory  contract  to  transfer 
stock  which  the  party  is  not  possessed  of,  may  be  void  and 
illegal,  and  yet  the  actual  transfer  of  the  stock  by  such 
party,  or  by  his  procurement,  may  be  deemed  not  to  fall 
within  the  mischief,  as  it  certainly  does  not  within  the  ex- 
press prohibitions,  of  the  act. 

On  behalf  of  the  defendant  many  cases  were  cited, 
which  appear  to  us  to  be  distinguishable  from  the  one 
under  consideration. 

Cases  were  dted  to  shew,  that  where  an  act  is  prohibited, 
either  by  the  common  or  statute  law,  the  doing  of  it  cannot 
form  a  consideration  to  raise  any  debt  or  duty  in  favour  of 
the  party  by  whom  it  has  been  done ;  as  in  the  case  of 
victuals  supplied  to  an  elector  at  the  expense  of  a  candidate  ; 
Ribbons  v.  Crickett  (a) :  books  printed  without  the  name  of 
the  printer ;  Bensley  v.  Bignold  [b) ;  coals  sent  in  for  sale 
without  a  vendor's  ticket,  signed  by  the  meter;  Little  y. 
Poole  (c) :  bricks  sold  of  a  less  size  than  by  law  required ; 
Law  V.  Hodgson  {d) :  paying  differences  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  7  Geo.  2,  c.  8 ;  Broumv.  Turner  {e) ;  Steers  v. 
Lashley  (/) :  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase 
of  the  command  of  a  ship  in  the  service  of  the  East  India 
Company;  Blmhfordy,  Preston [g).  These  cases  are  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  case  now  in  judgment,  there  being 
in  this  case  a  consideration,  namely,  the  actual  transfer,  not 
prohibited  by  statute,  nor  tainted  by  any  illegality  at 
common  law. 

Another  class  of  cases  was  cited,  resting  on  similar  prin- 
ciples, where  money  had  been  paid  or  received  in  the  pro- 
secution of  some  illegal  adventure,  out  of  which  payments 

(a)  1  Bos.  &  P.  264.  {e)  7  T.  R.  630. 

\h)  5  B.  &  Aid.  335.  (/)  ^  T.  R.  61. 

(c)  9  B.  &  C.  192.  {g)  8  T.  R.  89. 
\d)  U  East,  300. 
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jBarcA.  c^amk,  or  receipts  it  has  been  held  that  no  debt  or  duty  could 
^  '  ^  arise;  as  in  the  case  of  De  Begnis  v.  Armistead {a),  where 
M'Callak  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  having  engaged  in  a  joint  ad« 
MoBTiMEa.  Tcnture^  to  bring  out  Italian  operas  at  a  theatre  not  duly 
licensed,  the  plaintiff,  at  the  request  of  the  defendant,  paid 
various  sums  of  money  for  dresses  for  the  dancers,  and  for 
the  es^nse  of  sending  the  dancers  down :  and  it  was  held, 
that  the  amount  could  not  be  recovered  from  the  defend- 
ant. So,  where  parties  have  engaged  as  partners  in  the 
business  of  marine  insurance,  and,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
adventure,  one  of  the  parties  has  paid  more  than  his  share 
of  the  losses,  as  in  the  cases  oi  Mitchell  v.  Cockbum{b); 
Aubert  v.  Maze  (c) ;  or  if  one  of  the  partners  has  received 
the  whole,  or  more  than  his  share,  of  the  profits,  as  in  the 
cases  of  Booth  v.  Hodgdon  (d) ;  Ex  parte  Bell  (e) ;  no  claim 
arises  to  the  other  partner  capable  of  being  enforced  at 
law. 

The  case  last  cited,  of  Eop  parte  BeU,  was  mainly  reUed 
on  as  supplying  an  analogy  for  the  decision  of  the  case 
of  Shiymn  v.  JKoss  (/).  In  that  case  an  illegal  wager 
had  been  laid,  in  which  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant 
were  jointly  interested;  the  money  was  to  be  paid  by 
the  loser  on  a  future  day;  before  that  day  arrived,  the 
sum  which  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  receive  as 
his  share  of  the  profits  of  the  bet,  was  paid  over  to 
him  by  the  plaintiff,  in  anticipation  of  the  expected  pay- 
ment of  the  bet,  an  expectation  which,  in  the  result, 
was  not  realized.  This  was,  in  fact,  a  partnership  in  the 
profits  of  an  illegal  adventure; — ^if  the  plaintiff  had  received 
the  whole,  the  defendant  could  not  have  recovered  his 
share ;  the  defendant  did  receive  a  sum  of  money  as  his 
share  of  the  profits,  but  it  turned  out  that  there  were  no 
profits :  the  law  will  not  lend  its  assistance  to  adjust  the 

(a)  10  Bing.  107.  (rf)  6  T.  R.  405. 

(ft)  2  H.  Bl.  379.  (0  1  M.  &  Selw.  751. 

(c)  2  Bos.  &  Pul.  371.  (/  )  7  Taunt,  246, 
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profits  of  such  a  partnership,  or  to  settle  the  claims  of  the  -S^A.  Chamh. 
parties  engaged  in  it.  *  ^ 

But  the  cases  cited  differ  from  the  case  now  in  jndg-  M'Callan 
ment  in  a  material  point ;  for  in  those  cases  the  transac-  Moitimer. 
tions  in  which  the  parties  were  engaged  at  the  time  when 
the  money  was  paid/  and  the  consideration  arose,  and  in- 
deed firom  first  to  last,  were  illegal ;  in  the  present  case  it 
is  not  so ;  for  although  the  original  contract  of  sale  should 
be  deemed  to  be  illegal  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  yet  the 
transfer  is  a  legal  act,  and  for  a  legal  purpose.  There  is 
here,  therefore,  a  dividing  point;  the  transaction,  if  illegal 
in  its  inception,  had  ceased  to  be  so :  a  promise  to  pay,  in 
consideration  of  a  transfer  actually  made,  is  neither  pro- 
hibited by  the  words,  nor  is  it,  as  we  think,  within  the 
intent  of  the  statute.  At  the  time  when  the  considera- 
tion arose  on  which  the  promise  rests,  the  act  out  of  which 
it  arose  was  legal,  and  the  parties  were  engaged  in  carry- 
ing into  effect  a  lawful  agreement. 

On  these  grounds,  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  ought  to 
be  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


TuRNiR  V.  Dob  d.  Bennett.  jf^j.  21. 

JLn  this  case,  a  new  trial  having  been  granted  on  the  A.,  in  I817, 

ground  of  misdirection  (a),  the  cause  was  tried  again  before  gewion"©^  a^" 

Gumey,  B.,  at  the  Gloucestershire  Spring  Assizes,  1841.  ^^'^j "  J^„"/?^ 

The  facts  proved  were  substantially  the  same  as  on  the  I827,  A.  en- 

«  •!  Ill  -i-ri.  1  .11        tcred  upon  the 

first  tnal;  and  the  learned  Judge,  in  accordance  with  the  land  without 

B.'s  consent, 
and  cut  and 

carriad  away  stone  tberefrom : — Heldt  on  error  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  that  this  entry 

amounted  to  a  determination  of  the  esUte  at  will. 

In  182ft,  B.,  beiog  one  of  the  assessors  for  the  land-tax  In  the  parish,  tigned  an  assessment, 

in  which  he  was  named  as  the  occupier  of  the  farm,  and  A.  as  the  proprietor  : — Held^  that  thjs 

was  evidence  whence  the  Jury  might  infer  that  a  new  tenancy  at  will  had  been  created  between 

the  parties. 

(a>  See  the  ease  reported,  7  M.  &  W.  226. 
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iZrcA.  c^mb.  law  laid  down  by  the  Court  of  Exchequer^  stated  to  the 
jury^  in  summing  up^  that  the  acts  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff  amounted  to  a  determination  of  the  defendant's 
original  tenancy  at  will^  and  that  it  was  for  them  to  con* 
sider  whether  a  new  tenancy  at  will  had  been  created  by 
the  parties ;  and  that  if  they  thought  it  had^  they  must 
find  for  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff^  because  such  tenancy  at 
will  would  not  be  determined,  under  any  construction  of 
the  Stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  ss.  2  &  7,  until  1821,  and 
this  ejectment,  having  been  commenced  in  Easter  Term, 
1840,  would  be  within  twenty  years  of  the  determnation 
of  such  tenancy.  To  this  direction  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel tendered  a  bill  of  exceptions :  and  a  verdict  having  been 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  a  writ  of  error  was  brought,  which 
was  argued  in  this  Court  in  last  Michaelmas  vacation  (a), 
by  Kelly f  for  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  by  the  SolkUor^ 
General,  for  the  defendant  in  error.  The  arguments  were 
in  substance  the  same  as  those  urged  in  the  Court  below. 


Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^In  this  case  it  appeared  in  evi- 
dence that  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  being  seised  in  fee  of 
the  farm  in  question  imder  the  will  of  his  uncle,  let  the 
defendant  into  possession  as  tenant  at  will  in  the  year 
1817,  the  defendant  having  married  the  sister  of  the  lessor 
of  the  plaintiff,  and  being  entitled  in  her  right  to  an  annuity 
under  the  same  will.  The  defendant  remained  in  possession 
till  the  time  of  this  action,  but  never  paid  any  rent.  In 
1820,  the  parish  authorities  wished  to  cut  a  drain  through 
the  farm,  and  applied  to  the  defendant  for  leave,  who  was 


(a)  Dec.  14th,  before  Lord  Den^ 
man,  C.  J.,  Ttndal,  C.  J.,  PatU- 


Mtm^  J,f  WUUamst  J.,  Coleridge,  J., 
CoUman,  J.,  and  MauU,  J. 
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not  willing  that  it  should  be  done :  they  then  applied  to  JEwA.  Ckam». 

the  lessor  of  the  plaintiJQP  for  leave,  which  he  gave,  and  it  - 

was  done.    In  the  subsequent  years  of  1823,  1825,  and 

1827,  stones  were  dug  at  a  quarry  on  the  farm  by  the 

order  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  trees  planted  by 

him  on  the  farm  at  different  times.    In  the  year  1829,  the 

defendant,  being  one  of  the  assessors  for  the  land-tax  in 

the  parish,  signed  an  assessment  in  which  he  was  named  as 

the  occupier  of  the  farm  in  question,  and  the  lessor  of  the 

plaintiff  was  named  as  the  proprietor. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  learned  Judge  directed 
the  jury  that  the  acts  of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  amounted 
to  a  determination  of  the  tenancy  at  wiU,  and  that  it  was 
for  them  to  consider  whether  a  new  tenancy  at  will  had 
been  created  by  the  parties ;  and  that  if  they  thought  it 
had,  they  must  find  for  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff,  because 
such  tenancy  at  will  would  not  be  determined,  under  any 
construction  of  the  stat.  S  &;  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  ss.  2  &;  7, 
before  1821,  and  this  ejectment  being  brought  in  Easter 
Term,  1840,  would  be  within  twenty  years. '  A  bill  of 
exceptions  was  tendered,  and  it  has  been  argued  before  us 
that  this  direction  was  wrong,  for  that  the  learned  Judge 
should  have  put  a  question  to  the  jury,  whether  the  acts 
of  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  were  done  with  intention  to 
determine  the  will,  in  which  case  only  they  would  so 
operate ;  and  also  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  new 
tenancy  at  will,  but  the  possession  of  the  defendant  after 
those  acts,  if  the  will  was  determined,  amounted  to  a 
tenancy  by  sufferance  only;  and  in  either  case,  the  time 
of  the  right  of  entry  first  accruing,  according  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  was  at  the  end  of 
one  year  firom  the  original  taking  in  1817. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  determine  what  is  the 
true  construction  of  that  statute,  inasmuch  as  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  direction  of  the  learned  Judge  was  quite 
correct,  and  as  the  jury  found  that  a  new  tenancy  at  will 
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jUeh.  CMttmL  was  created  after  1830,  this  ejectmeBt  uras  brought  in 
-     proper  time,  whatever  may  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
statute. 

The  intent  of  an  entry  is  undoubtedly  in  many  cases 
important,  but  in  the  case  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  whatever  be 
the  intent  of  the  landlord,  if  he  do  any  act  upon  the  land, 
for  which  he  would  otherwise  be  liable  to  an  action  of  tres- 
pass at  the  suit  of  the  tenant,  such  act  is  a  determination  of 
the  will,  for  so  only  can  it  be  a  lawful  and  not  a  wrongful  act. 
This  appears  to  be  clear  from  the  passages  cited  in  argument 
from  Co.  Litt.  65  b,  57  b,  and  245  b,  and  none  of  the 
cases  cited  on  the  other  side  lead  to  a  contrary  conclusion. 
See  also  the  judgment  in  7  M.  &  W.  232,  after  the  first 
trial  of  this  cause.  Now  it  is  clear  in  this  case,  that  an 
action  of  trespass  would  have  lain  against  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff  at  the  suit  of  the  defendant,  for  the  cutting  of  the 
drain  in  1820,  which  was  done  by  his  permission  and 
authority,  after  the  defendant  had  refused  to  aUow  it, 
unless  that  act  be  referred  to  the  right  of  the  lessor  of  the 
plaintiff  to  enter  and  determine  the  will  at  any  time.  The 
act  must  therefore  be  referred  to  such  right,  and  the 
tenancy  at  will  was  clearly  determined.  When  it  had 
been  so  detennined,  the  defendant  either  became  a  mere 
trespass^,  or  a  tenant  by  sufferance,  and  for  our  present 
purpose  it  is  immaterial  to  decide  which.  If  however 
nothing  had  been  done  after  that  cutting  of  the  drain  to 
constitute  a  new  tenancy,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
construe  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  whether  the  de^ 
fendant  continued  a  mere  trespasser,  or  might  be  treated 
as  a  tenant  by  sufferance.  But  we  find  that  in  1829  the 
defendant  si^s  an  assessment  in  a  form  which  can  hardly 
be  reconciled  to  any  state  of  things  except  a  rightful 
tenancy  of  some  sort,  and  none  other  appearing,  and  no 
rent  being  paid,  there  must  be  a  tenancy  at  will.  At  aU 
events,  that  document  was  evidence  to  go  to  a  jury  as 
to  .the  creation  of  a  new  tenancy,  which  is  sufficient  to 
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shew  that  the  learned  Judge  was  right  in  so  leaving  it  to  Msek.  CAamk. 

them.  ^ 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  below  must  therefore  be       Tubhm 

affirmed.  Dob 

Judgment  affirmed.         ^    ^' 


Hatfield  and  Another  v.  Phillips  and  Others.  Feb.  21. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money  had  and  p.  &  Co.  own- 
received,  tried  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London  tobacco,  waUic 
Sittings  after  Trinity  Term,  1840.     The  pleadings  and  ^^/^'J  pf,*^^^^ 
the  facts  of  the  case  were  in  substance  the  same  as  in  the  the  biu  of  lad- 

-r««  •**•  T»-     »  /  \         mi       T       1    ^1  •    /»  -n  •      ing,  indorsed  in 

case  of  PkiUtps  v.  Huth  (a).  The  Lord  Chief  Baron,  in  blank,  in  the 
summing  up,  stated,  that  in  order  to  entitle  the  defendants  fheir*&ctor  for" 
below  to  a  verdict,  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  prove  J^^  ^'  ®"-^^ 
that  Messrs.  Warwick  &  Clagett,  from  whom  they  received  at  the  Custom- 
certain  dock- warrants  for  a  cargo  of  tobacco  belonging  to  own  name,  and, 
the  plaintiffs  below,  by  way  of  pledge  for  advances  of  Jowwldghed, 
money,  were  not  only  possessed  of  the  dock-warrants,  but  f  "^  without  the 

'f    *^  ^  '  knowledge  of 

intrusted  with  them  by  the  plaintiffs  below,  the  real  owners:  P.  &  Co..  ob- 
and  that  whether  they  were  so  intrusted  was  a  question  of  warrant  foHt' 
fact  for  them  to  determine  upon  the  evidence.    To  this  *"  ^"  °^? ,  . 

^  name,  which  he 

direction  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  tendered  on  the  part  of  pledged  with 
the  defendants  below;  and  a  writ  of  error  having  been  security  for 
brought  thereon,  the  case  was  argued  in  this  Court  in  last  ^"by^thcm*to 
Michaelmas  vacation  (A),  by  Kelly  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  ^*™  -Sfid, 

^  "     •'  ^  -^  on  error  in  the 

and  by  the  Solicitor^  General  for  the  defendants  in  error.  Exchequer 
It  was  contended  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  that  the  factors,  w.^was  not,^ 

under  the  cir- 
cumstances,  by 
reason  of  his  being  intrusted  with  the  bill  of  lading,  necessarily  and  impliedly  intrusted  with  the 
dock-warrant,  &c,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factors*  Act,  6  Geo.  4,  c.  94,  s.  2;  but  that  whether 
he  was  so  intrusted  or  not  was  a  question  of  fact  for  the  determination  of  the  jury. 

Held  also,  that  the  Judge  was  not  bound  to  state  to  the  jury  what  was  an  intrusting  in  point 
of  law. 

(a)  Dec.  13  &  14,  before  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  Tmdal^  C.  J.,  Patteson, 
J.,  WiUiami,  J.,  Coieridge,  J.,  CoUman,  J.,  and  Mauley  J. 
(6)  0  M.  &  W.  572. 
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being  intrusted  with  the  bills  of  lading,  were  necessarily 
and  impliedly,  in  the  absence  of  any  prohibition  on  the 
taking  out  of  dock- warrants,  or  of  any  specific  instructions 
Phillips.  |^  j-q  |.jje  mode  of  eflfecting  a  sale,  intrusted  also  with  the 
dock-warrants^  and  with  all  other  documents  which  the 
possession  of  the  bills  of  lading  enabled  them  to  obtain  in 
the  course  of  business,  with  a  view  to  a  sale ;  or  at  all 
events,  that  the  learned  judge  ought  to  have  stated  to  the 
jury  what  was  an  intrusting  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Factors'  Act,  6  Geo.  4,  c.  94,  s.  2. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 

The  judgment  of  the  Court  was  now  delivered  by 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J. — ^This  case  turns  entirely  upon  the 
second  section  of  the  6  Greo.  4,  c.  94.  Lord  Abinger,  in 
his  charge  to  the  jiiry,  laid  it  down,  that  in  order  to  entitle 
the  defendants  to  a  verdict,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
shew  that  Messrs.  Warwick  &  Clagett,  the  factors  for  sale, 
from  whom  they  received  the  dock-warrants  for  the  to- 
bacco in  question,  by  way  of  pledge  for  advances  of  money, 
were  not  ov\j  possessed  of  ihe  dock- warrants,  but  intrusted 
with  them  by  the  plaintiffs,  the  real  owners.  He  also  told 
the  jury,  that  whether  they  were  so  intrusted  was  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  for  them  to  determine  upon  the  evidence  laid 
before  them.  To  this  charge  a  bill  of  exceptions  was  ten- 
dered, on  the  ground  that  the  question  was  one  of  law  and 
not  of  fact ;  and  that  the  factors,  being  intrusted  with  the 
bills  of  lading,  were  necessarily  and  impliedly  intrusted 
with  the  dock-warrants ;  or,  at  all  events,  that  the  judge 
should  have  told  the  jury  what  was  an  intrusting  in  point 
of  law. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants  did  not  contend  that  the 
mere  possession  of  a  dock-warrant  was  sufficient  to  bring  a 
party  within  the  second  section  of  the  statute  in  question; 
the  words  of  the  section,  '^  any  person  intrusted  with  and 
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in  possession  of  any  bill  of  ladings  dock-warrant,  &c./'  are  -Ere*.  Ckamb. 
too  plain  to  admit  of  such  contention.  Bnt  he  insisted 
that  where  a  factor  for  sale  is  intrusted  with  a  bill  of 
lading,  and  authorized  to  deposit  the  goods  in  the  dock 
warehouse  in  his  own  name,  he  is  necessanlj  intrusted  in 
point  of  law  to  take  out  a  dock-warrant  in  his  name :  and 
this,  although  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  a  dock-warrant 
is  not  only  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  but  is 
even  inconvenient.  We  think  that  the  answer  given  by 
Lord  Abinger  in  his  charge  is  perfectly  correct :  viz.,  that 
the  intrusting  a  factor  with  the  bill  of  lading  cannot  have 
any  such  effect ;  the  bill  of  lading  is  functus  officio  as  soon 
as  the  goods  are  landed  and  warehoused  in  the^name  of  the 
holder ;  that  holder  then  becomes  possessed  of  the  goods 
themselves  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  any  power  he  may 
have  over  them  arises  not  from  the  bill  of  lading,  but  from 
such  possession.  If  they  are  received  into  his  own  ware- 
house, it  is  clear  that  neither  by  the  common  law  nor  by 
the  statute  in  question  can  he  pledge  the  goods,  nor  will 
there  be  any  document  indicative  of  title  which  can  bring 
him  within  the  second  section  of  the  statute.  If  they 
remain  in  the  dock  warehouse,  and  are  only  in  his  con- 
structive possession,  he  will  be  authorized  to  do  such  acts 
and  to  procure  such  documents  as  are  necessary  and  pro* 
per  to  enable  him  to  sell  the  goods.  To  this  extent,  and 
no  further,  is  he  intrusted,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific 
instructions  and  authority.  Whether  a  dock-warrant  be 
such  a  document,  and  the  taking  it  out  in  his  own  name 
be  such  an  act,  as  is  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  him  to 
sell,  must  depend  upon  the  practice  of  each  particular 
trade,  and  frequently  upon  the  circumstances  attending 
each  particular  transaction,  and  therefore  cannot  be  a 
question  of  law,  but  of  fact,  and  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
a  jury.  Neither  is  it  possible  to  say  what  is  an  intrusting 
in  law,  inasmuch  as  there  may  be  an  express  intrusting  by 
delivering  of  a  document  by  the  owner  to  the  factor,  or  by 
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Bxch.  Chamb.  desiring  him  expressly  to  procure  such  document,  or  there 
'  ^  may  be  an  implied  intrusting,  from  the  usual  course  of 
dealing  or  other  circumstances,  which  intrusting,  either 
express  or  implied,  is  manifestly  matter  of  evidence.  This 
point  was  determined,  and  we  think  quite  rightly,  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the  case  of  Pkillips  v.  Huth,  in 
which  case  the  second  section  of  the  statute  in  question 
was  much  considered,  and  the  necessity  of  a  factor  being 
intrusted  with,  as  well  as  possessed  of,  the  document 
pledged  was  fully  shewn.  The  legislature  has  enabled  the 
factor  to  pledge  goods,  not  when  he  has  the  possession  only 
of  the  goods,  because  the  owner  cannot  earmark  them,  and 
so  give  the  pawnee  notice  that  they  are  not  the  property 
of  the  factor,  but  where  he  has  a  document  shewing  the 
title  to  the  goods,  which  may  be  so  marked  as  to  shew 
whose  the  goods  are;  therefore,  if  the  owner  does  so  mark 
the  document,  the  factor  cannot  pledge ;  if  the  owner  does 
not  so  mark  it,  he  holds  the  factor  out  to  the  world  as 
owner,  and  must  take  the  consequence.  But  he  cannot 
be  justly  said  to  hold  the  factor  out  to  the  world  as  owner 
by  such  document,  unless  he  has  intrusted  him  with  the 
document ;  and  hence  the  legislature  has  made  such  in- 
trusting a  necessary  circumstance  to  bring  the  case  within 
the  operation  of  the  statute  in  question.  The  existence  or 
not  of  that  circumstance  must  in  all  cases  be  a  question  of 
fact,  and  was  properly  left  as  such  in  this  case  to  the  jury. 
We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  direction  and 
charge  of  the  learned  judge  was  perfectly  correct,  that  the 
judgment  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed  (a). 


(a)  After  this  decision,  the  stat. 
5  &  6  Vict.  c.  39  was  passed,  inti^ 
tuled  "An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  re- 
lating to  Advances  honk  fide  made 
to  Agents  intrusted  with  Goods;"  hy 
the  first  section  of  which  it  is  enact- 


ed, **  That  any  agent  who  shall  there- 
after be  intrusted  with  the  possea* 
sion  of  goods,  or  of  the  documents 
of  title  to  goods,  shall  be  deemed 
end  taken  to  be  owner  of  such 
goods  and  documents,  so  far  as  to 
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give  validity  to  any  contract  or 
agreement  by  way  of  pledge,  lien, 
or  security  bona  fide  made  by  any 
person  with  such  ifgent  so  intrusted 
as  aforesaid,  as  well  for  any  ori- 
ginal loan,  advance,  or  payment 
made  upon  the  security  of  such 
goods  or  documents,  as  also  for 
any  further  or  continuing  advance 
in  respect  thereof ;  and  that  such 
contract  shall  be  binding  upon  and 
against  the  owner  of  such  goods, 
and  all  other  persons  interested 
therein,  notwithstanding  the  per- 
son claiming  such  pledge  or  lien 
may  have  had  notice  that  the  per- 
son with  whom  such  contract  or 
agreement  is  made,  is  only  an 
agent"  And  the  4th  section  enacts, 
**  That  any  bill  of  lading,  India 
warrant,  warehouse-keeper's  cer- 
tificate, warrant,  or  order  for  the 
delivery  of  goods,  or  any  other  do- 
cument used  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  as  proof  of  the  pos- 
session or  control  of  goods,  or  au- 
thorizing or  purporting  to  autho- 
rize, either  by  indorsement  or  by 
deUvery,  the  possessor  of  such  do- 


cument to  transfer  or  receive  goods  Exek.  Ckamb, 


thereby  represented,  shall  be  deem- 
ed and  taken  to  be  a  document  of 
title  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act:  and  any  agent  intrusted  as 
aforesaid,  and  possessed  of  any 
such  document  of  title,  whether  de- 
rived immediately  from  the  owner 
of  such  goods,  or  obtained  by  rea- 
son of  such  agent's  having  been 
intrusted  with  the  possession  of  the 
goods,  or  of  any  other  document 
of  title  thereto,  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  have  been  intrusted 
with  the  possession  of  the  goods 
represented  by  such  document  of 
tide  as  aforesaid ;  and  all  contracts 
pledging  or  giving  a  lien  upon 
such  document  of  title  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
respectively  pledges  of,  and  liens 
upon,  the  goods  to  which  the  same 
relates,  &c.  &c. ;  and  an  agent 
in  possession  as  aforesaid  of  such 
goods  or  documents,  shall  be  taken, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  to 
have  been  intrusted  therewith  by 
the  owner  thereof,  unless  the  con- 
trary can  be  shewn  in  evidence." 
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MEMORANDUM. 

Mr.  Justice  Bosanquet  having  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
Conrt  of  Common  Pleasj  he  was  succeeded^  in  this  Y^ca- 
tion^  by  Cresswell  Cressivell,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Esq.^ 
one  of  her  Majesty^s  Counsel ;  who  was  first  called  to  the 
degree  of  Serjeant-at-law^  and  gave  rings  with  the  motto 
Leges  Juraque :  and,  shortly  afterwards,  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 
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^prt/  16.  BOADKNIOHT  V.  GbEEN. 

The  fut  4  ft  5  -L  HIS  was  an  action  for  assault  and  batterjj  which  was 
Tp^et'^iiliii'  *™^  a*  *^«  Spring  Assizes,  1837,  when  the  pUintiff  re- 
^^jT^'ffVd*  covered  a  verdict,  damages  1*.,  and  the  judge  refused  to 
only  obuined  certify  under  the  stat.  22  &  23  Car.  2,  c.  9,  s.  136,  to  give 
bad  figned*^  the  plaintiff  costs.  On  the  3rd  July,  1840,  the  stat.  3  & 
iHiK  cMu,  ^  V^^-  ^-  24  was  passed,  which  repealed  so  much  of  the 
before  the  put'  gtat.  22  &  23  Car.  2,  c.  9,  as  related  to  costs  in  personal 

log  of  that  act  -*  ^    , 

actions.  On  the  20th  January,  1841,  the  plaintiff  signed 
judgment;  on  the  23rd  January,  the  costs  were  taxed 
in  fiiU,  the  defendant's  attorney  attending  the  taxation ; 
and  on  the  same  day  execution  was  issued.  On  the  28th 
January,  a  rule  was  obtained,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to 
shew  cause  why  the  taxation  should  not  be  reviewed,  which 
was  argued  in  Easter  Term,  1841.  The  Court  postponed 
their  judgment,  but  appeared  to  be  of  opinion  that  the 
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plaintiff  was  entitled  to  full  costs  (a),  there  being  no  statute  fiw*-  of  PUa*, 
in  operation  which  could  deprive  him  of  that  right  at  the  - 

time  when  the  judgment  was  signed.  On  the  21st  June^ 
1841,  the  Stat.  4  &  5  Vict,  c,  28,  intituled  "  An  Act  to 
prevent  plaintiffs  in  certain  frivolous  actions  from  obtain- 
ing their  full  costs  of  suit,''  was  passed  (&)•  And  in  last 
Hilary  Term,  a  rule  was  obtained  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant, calling  upon  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  pro- 
ceedings should  not  be  stayed,  pursuant  to  the  second 
section  of  that  statute,  on  such  terms  as  the  Court  should 
direct.    Against  which  rule 


Humfrey  now  shewed  cause. — The  right  of  the  plaintiff, 
who  has  obtained  judgment  and  execution,  is  a  vested  right, 
and  is  not  affected  by  the  stat.  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  28.    It  may 


(a)  The  following  cases  were 
cited  on  the  alignment : — Morgan 
V.  Thomey  7  M.  &  W.  310 ;  Char^ 
rington  v.  Meatheringham,  2  M.  & 
W.  228;  Reg,  v.  Inhabitanta  of 
Mawgany  8  Ad.  &  £11.  496,  3  N. 
&  P.  502;  Wame  v.  Beretford^ 
6  Dowl.  P.  C.  157. 

{h)  Sect.  1  of  this  act,  after  re- 
citing that  it  is  expedient  to  re- 
move all  douhte  whether  plaintiffs 
in  actions  commenced,  and  where- 
in verdicts  had  heen  returned,  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  3  &  4  Vict, 
c.  24,  for  less  than  40«.,  may  not 
be  entitled  to  their  full  costs,  con- 
traxy  to  the  manifest  intention  of 
ihe  same ;  repeals  the  3  &  4  Vict. 
c.  24,  so  far  as  the  same  repeals  or 
may  be  deemed  to  repeal  the  43 
Eliz.  c.  2,  s.  6,  or  the  22  &  23  Car. 
2,  c.  9,  s.  136}  in  respect  to  actions 
wherein  verdicts  had  been  returned 
before  the  passing  of  the  3  &  4  Vict 
C.24. 

Sect    2    enacts    and    declares, 

VOL.  IX.  X  X 


"  That  no  plaintiflT  who  had,  before 
the  passing  of  the  said  act  of  the 
last  session,  obtained  a  verdict  for 
a  less  amoimt  of  damages  than  40«. 
shall  now  be  entitled  to  full  costs, 
unless  he  was  so  entitled  immedi- 
ately before  the  passing  of  the  said 
act  of  the  last  session:  provided 
nevertheless,  thatif  any  such  plain- 
tiff shall  have  proceeded,  since  the 
passing  of  the  said  last-mentioned 
act,  and  before  the  3rd  day  of  May, 
1841,  to  tax  his  full  costs  on  any 
such  verdict  so  obtained  for  less 
than  40#.,  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  deprive  such  plaintiff 
of  any  remedy  thereon  which  he 
may  now  have  for  the  recovery 
thereof:  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  Court  or  Judge,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  any  defendant  in  such 
action,  to  stay  all  the  proceedings 
on  such  application,  upon  payment 
of  such  costs  as  such  Court  or  Judge 
shall  think  fit 


M.  W. 
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£m^  «/  Pleas,  qqw  be  assumed  that,  but  for  the  delay  of  the  Court,  he 
-     would  have  had  judgment  in  his  favour  before  the  passing 

RoADKNiGHT  q{  f}^Q  get.  At  the  poHod  of  his  signing  judgment,  there 
Grbin.  was  no  law  in  force  to  prevent  his  recovering  his  full  costs. 
The  last  branch  of  the  second  section  supposes  a  case  where 
the  plaintiff  had  not  yet  taxed  his  costs,  but  must  make 
some  appUcatUm  to  the  Court  or  its  officer  for  that  purpose. 
In  Merrick  y.  Wakley  (a),  there  had  been  no  taxation  of 
costs ;  and  the  present  is  the  only  case  in  which  this  ques- 
tion has  arisen,  where  judgment  has  been  signed  and 
execution  issued.  The  statute  cannot  be  retrospective 
upon  a  judgment,  except  by  express  words ;  but  it  speaks 
only  of  persons  who  had,  before  the  passing  of  the  former 
act,  obtained  a  verdict  for  less  than  40».  The  plaintiff  is 
now  entitled  to  that  judgment  which  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced in  his  favour  in  Easter  Term,  1841,  had  the  Court 
then  delivered  judgment. 

Arnold,  contrii,  was  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Parks,  B.— The  meaning  of  this  act  of  Parliament 
appears  to  me  to  be  perfectly  dear.  But  for  the  proviso 
in  the  second  section,  the  plaintiff  would  not  have  been 
entitled  to  proceed  at  all;  if  he  had,  the  defendant  would 
have  been  entitled  to  relief  on  audit&  querela,  or  by  an 
application  to  the  Court.  Then  the  effect  of  that  proviso 
is,  that  when  he  has  incurred  the  expense  of  the  taxation, 
the  act  allows  him  to  go  on,  and  throws  it  upon  the  de- 
fendant to  make  an  application  to  stay  the  proceedings, 
he  being  compelled  to  do  justice  by  paying  the  plaintiff  the 
costs  he  has  incurred  in  the  taxation.  There  is  a  little 
redundancy  of  expression;  but  the  meaning  clearly  is, 
that  the  Court  shall  stay  all  the  proceedings  of  the  plaintiff 
on  such  application  of  the  defendant.    The  clause  appears 

(a)  Q.  B.,  not  reported. 
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to  have  been  framed  to  meet  this  yerj  case.    K  tlie  exe-  Exeh.  cf  PUm, 
cution  had  been  actaally  levied,  there  might  have  been     .   ^      ^ 
some  question;  but  it  is  not  so;  the  writ  is  only  in  the    Roadkniort 
hands  of  the  sheriff.    The  defendant  is  therefore  entitled       Orbiv. 
to  apply  to  stay  the  execution ;  and  the  question  is,  on 
what  terms  he  is  entitled  to  our  interference.    It  certainly 
should  be  on  the  terms  of  the  plaintiff's  being  fully  in* 
demnified  the  costs  of  the  taxation,  of  signing  judgment, 
and  issuing  execution,  and  also  the  costs  of  resisting  the 
application  for  a  review  of  the  taxation,  and  of  the  present 
rule. 

Aldbrsok,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  Mr.  Humfrey  was  right  on  the  question  in- 
volved  in  the  first  rule,  and  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
sign  judgment  and  tax  his  costs;  but  that  the  defendant 
is  equally  entitled,  under  the  second  act,  to  apply  for  a 
stay  of  the  proceedings  on  the  execution,  on  the  terms  of 
his  paying  all  the  costs  which  the  plaintiff  has  incurred, 
trusting  that  the  law  would  remain  the  same. 

EoLPX,  B.,  omcuned. 

Bule  absofaite  accordingly. 


The  above  costs  having  been  taxed  at  the  sum  of 
29/.  \\b.  4d.,  a  rule  was  obtained,  calling  upon  the  plaintiff 
to  shew  cause  why  the  sum  of  9/.  lis.  4^/.,  being  the 
amount  of  costs  of  the  day  for  not  proceeding  to  trial  in 
the  year  1837,  should  not  be  set  off  against  the  above 
sum.  It  appeared  that  these  costs  had  never  been  de- 
manded, and  that  all  the  proceedings  subsequent  to  the 
verdict  had  been  taken  by  the  plaintiff's  attorney  at  his 
own  expense,  in  order  to  recover  his  costs. 

Humfrey  shewed  cause. — ^These  costs  of  the  day,  which  May  9. 
xx2 
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Bxch.  of  PUas,  have  never  been  demanded  until  the  present  time,  cannot 
^  *   ^    be  set  off  against  the  costs  upon  this  rule.    They  ought 
RoADKHiGHT    to  havc  bccn  set  off  against  the  costs  of  the  trial. 

OilBXN. 

W.  H.  WaUoUf  contra. — ^These  are  interlocutoiy  costs, 
which  may  be  set  off  either  against  final  or  against  other 
interlocutory  costs.  The  attorney,  who  came  to  the  Court 
on  mere  speculation,  is  not  entitled  to  any  extraordinary 
favour. 

Per  Curiam. — ^This  rule  must  be  discharged  with  costs. 
The  attorney  has  a  lien  to  the  amount  of  the  costs  allowed 
on  this  rule,  and  is  entitled  to  retain  it  for  that  amount, 
and  ought  not  to  have  that  sum  reduced  by  the  costs  of 
the  day.  These  were  costs  specially  given  under  an  act 
of  Parliament :  the  rule  was  discharged  on  equitable 
grounds,  and  the  object  of  the  Court  was,  to  prevent  the 
attorney  from  sustaining  any  loss ;  we  should,  therefore, 
have  disallowed  this  claim  of  set-off,  had  we  been  apprised 
of  it.  As  the  law  stood  at  the  passing  of  the  8  &  4  Vict, 
c.  24,  he  was  clearly  entitled  to  go  on  and  recover  his  full 
costs;  and  even  under  the  second  act,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  proceed,  and  would  have  obtained  his  full  costs,  unless 
the  defendant  had  interposed  by  applying  to  the  Court. 
He  is  therefore  entitled  to  be  indemnified. 

Rule  discharged,  with  costs. 
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Eieh.  <if  Pleas, 
1842. 

LOOSEMORE  V.  BaDFOBD.  ^fyrUlB^ 

UOYENANT.— The  declaration  stated,  that  whereas  the  The  plaintiff 
defendant,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  b«ing  joint  '^^ 
indenture  hereinafter  mentioned,  was  indebted  to  H.  D.  "Jl^(^^* 
and  O.  B.  in  the  sum  of  dE400,  secured  to  them  by  a  pro-  note,  the  de- 

t<i        11A1  11      41        i../«  fondant  Mprin- 

missory  note  made  by  the  defendant,  and  by  the  plaintiff  cipai  and  the 
as  the  defendant's  surety,  and  in  95/.  5*.  9rf.  for  interest  Simyf  the*d^ 
thereon ;  and  thereupon,  by  a  certain  indorsement  bearing  nwu*d\^.^*^ 
date  &c.,  made  between  the  defendant  of  the  one  part,  plaintiff  to  pay 
and  the  plaintiff  of  the  other  part,  the  defendant  cove-  the  payee  of 
nanted  with  the  plaintiff,  that  he  the  defendant  would  well  ^Jcn'^dly^bnt 
and  truly  pay  to  the  said  H.  D.  and  G.  B.  the  sum  of  made  default: 

^  .  ^Heldf  in  an 

iE400,  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  on  the   18th  day  of  action  on  this 
August  then  next.    Breach,  that  the  defendant  did  not  the  ^plaintiff 
pay  to  the  said  H.  D.  and  G.  B.,  or  either  of  them,  the  t'^^^h^hfi^ 
said  snm  of  £400  and  interest,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  the  »ot  paid  the 

.,__,-,  ^  .  ,  ^  ^.        ^.  note,  to  reco?er 

said  13th  day  of  August,  or  at  any  other  time.  the  fuii  amount 

The  defendant  pleaded  payment  into  Conrt  of  1^.  and  Sli^^^'^''^ 
no  damages  ultra,  which  latter  averment  was  traversed  by 
the'replication. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  Middle* 
sex  Sittings  after  Hilary  Term,  it  appeared  that  the  de- 
fendant being  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  the  payees 
had  informed  the  plaintiff  that  they  should  hold  him  liable  . 
upon  the  note,  whereupon  he  obtained  from  the  defendant 
the  deed  mentioned  in  the  declaration.  The  note  was  still 
unpaid  at  the  time  of  the  trial :  and  it  was  objected  that 
the  plaintiff  was  therefore  entitled  to  recover  nominal 
damages  only.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  overruled  the  ob- 
jection, and  under  his  direction  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict, 
damages  £500. 

Erie  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
direction.— ^The  plaintiff,  not  having  actuaUy   paid  any 
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Ejtek.  nf  Piioi,  money  on  the  note,  lias  suffered  no  substantial  injuiy,  and 
is  entitled  to  nominal  damages  only.  The  money  might 
have  been  paid  by  the  defendant  after  the  day  of  payment 
mentioned  in  the  covenant.  The  action  is  prematurely 
brought.  In  Hambleton  y.  Veere  (a),  where  the  plaintiff 
declared  for  an  injury  in  procuring  his  apprentice  to  de- 
part from  his  service,  and  for  the  loss  of  his  service  for  the 
whole  residue  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship,  and  the  jury 
assessed  the  damages  generally,  the  judgment  was  arrested 
on  the  ground  that  the  term  had  not  expired  when  the 
action  was  brought.  Here  the  plaintiff  had  no  substantial 
cause  of  action  until  after  payment  of  the  note  by  him. 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  payees  of  the  note  from 
suing  the  defendant,  in  which  case  he  will  have  to  pay  the 
money  twice  over. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  think  there  ought  to  be  no  rule.  This  is 
an  absolute  and  positive  covenant  by  the  defendant  to  pay 
a  sum  of  money  on  a  day  certain.  The  money  was  not 
paid  on  that  day,  nor  has  it  been  paid  since.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  think  the  jury  were  warranted  in 
giving  the  plaintiff  the  full  amount  of  the  money  due  upon 
the  covenant.  If  any  money  had  been  paid  in  respect  of 
the  note  since  the  day  fixed  for  the  payment,  that  would 
relieve  the  plaintiff  pro  tanto  from  his  responsibility.  The 
defendant  may  perhaps  have  an  equity'  that  the  money  he 
may  pay  to  the  plaintiff  shall  be  appUed  in  discharge  of 
his  debt :  but  at  law  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  be  placed 
in  the  same  situation  under  this  agreement,  as  if  he  had 
paid  the  money  to  the  payees  of  the  bill. 

Alderson,  B. — ^The  question  is,  to  what  extent  has  the 
plaintiff  been  injured  by  the  defendant's  default?  Certainly 
to  the  amount  of  the  money  that  the  defendant  ought  to 

(a)  2  Saund.  169. 
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have  paid  according  to  Us  coyenant.    The  case  resembles  Bx€k.  ^  Pkas, 
that  of  an  action  of  trover  for  title-deeds^  where  the     ^ 
jury  may  give  the  full  value  of  the  estate  to  which  they 
belong  by  way  of  damages,  although  they  are  generally 
reduced  to  409.  on  the  deeds  being  given  up. 

Gurnet,  B.j  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 


Elkinoton  v.  Holland.  ^^^  ^^ 

1  HIS  was  an  action  for  work  and  labour  as  an  attorney.  A  warrant  of 

_-       -li.,  1^-1,  •■.  attorney  waa 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general  issue.  attested  in  the 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B.,  at  the  last  ffsS^/''™' 
Assizes  for  the  county  of  Warwick,  it  appeared  that  the  J^^^^^J""^" 
plaintiff,  having  been  applied  to  by  the  defendant  to  advise  in  my  presence, 
him  as  to  the  best  mode  of  securing  a  debt  due  to  the  myself  as  attor- 
defendant  from  one  Ankers,  recommended  that  a  warrant  J*  A.?exprc8dy 
of  attorney  should  be  given  by  Ankers,  and  drew  up  a  form  "■»«*  by  him 
for  it,  together  with  the  attestation;  which  latter  was  in  ecution  of  these 
the  following  words: — "Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  SJSTbyi/- 
the  said  Joseph  Ankers  in  my  presence,  and  I  subscribe  bfhJlIli'fflcVeliM 
myself  as  attorney  for  the  said  Joseph  Ankers,  expressly  ^«^*».  B.,  du- 
named  by  him  to  attest  his  execution  of  these  presents.^'      But,  assum- 
The  warrant  of  attorney  was  signed  by  Ankers,  and  at-  udon^to  be**" 
tested  by  his  attorney,  who  subscribed  himself  as  "  John  f'i'gj*^;**^^ 
M.  Underbill,  attorney.  No.  110,  New-street,  Birming-  gross  negU- 
ham.''     By  an  order  of  Alderson,  B.,  this  warrant  of  dade  the  attor- 
attorney  was  set  aside,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  defective  JftorVom  re!" 
in  not  containing  an  express  declaration  by  the  attesting  <»vcring  his 
witness  of  his  being  the  attorney  for  the  defendant,  ac-  spectofthe 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  9 :  and  tomey,ithaving 
the  defendant,  who  had  seized  in  execution  and  sold  the  ^*J[*efccUve.** 
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Ejech.  of  Pleas,  goods  of  Aukers  Under  a  judgment  entered  up  on  tlie  Wftr-» 
rant  of  attorney,  was  compelled  to  refund  the  amount  to 
the  assignees  of  Ankers,  who  had  become  bankrupt  It 
was  contended  at  the  trial  of  this  cause,  that  the  plaintiff 
was  not  entitled  to  recover  the  costs  of  preparing  the 
warrant  of  attorney,  on  the  ground  that  the  instrument 
had  been  so  improperly  and  negligently  drawn  that  it 
became  altogether  useless  to  the  defendant.  The  learned 
Judge  thought  the  plaintiff  entitled  to  recover,  as  it  was 
not  a  case  of  gross  negligence;  and  he  accordingly  directed 
the  jury  to  find  for  the  plaintiff,  giving  leave  to  the  plaintiff 
to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit.  A  verdict  having  been  found 
for  the  plaintiff, 

HiU  now  moved  accordingly. — ^The  plaintiff  is  not  en- 
titled to  recover  the  charge  for  preparing  the  warrant  of 
attorney;  for  either  the  attestation  was  good,  in  which 
case  he  ought  to  have  moved  to  set  aside  the  Judge's 
order;  or  if  it  was  defective,  the  instrument  having  been 
prepared  by  himself,  and  turning  out  to  be  utterly  value- 
less from  his  own  gross  negligence,  he  cannot  recover  any 
charge  for  preparing  it.  The  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  9, 
enacts  ''  that  no  warrant  of  attorney  to  confess  judgment 
in  any  personal  action,  or  cognovit  actionem  given  by  any 
person,  shall  be  of  any  force,  unless  there  shall  be  present 
some  attorney  of  one  of  the  superior  courts  on  behalf  of 
such  person,  eapressly  named  by  him,  and  attending  at  his 
request,  to  inform  him  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  such 
warrant  or  cognovit,  before  the  same  is  executed,  which 
attorney  shall  subscribe  his  name  as  a  witness  to  the  due 
execution  thereof,  and  thereby  declare  himseff  to  be  attor- 
ney for  the  person  executing  the  same,  and  state  that  he 
subscribes  as  such  attorney.''  The  meaning  of  that  is,  that 
he  shall  state  in  precise  and  positive  terms  in  the  attesta- 
tion, that  he  is  the  attorney  of  the  party  executing  the  in- 
strument.  But  that  was  not  done  in  the  present  case.    In 
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Potter  V.  Nicholson  (a),  it  was  held  that  a  witness  to  a  cog-  fi'c**  of  PUas, 

1842 
novit  must  not  only  declare  himself  in  the  attestation  to  be  '  ^ 

the  attorney  for  the  party,  but  also  that  he  subscribes  his     Elkinqton 

name  as  such.     This  is  such  a  disregard  of  the  express      Holland. 

words  of  an  act  of  Parliament  as  amounts  to  gross  negli- 

^nce  in  an  attorney,  and  will  preclude  him  from  recovering 

for  the  work  so  done.  He  is  required  by  the  act  to  do  two 

things;   first,  to  make  the  subscribing  attorney  declare, 

in  positive  terms,  that  he  was  the  defendant's  attorney ; 

secondly,  that  he  subscribed  as  such  attorney :  and  he  takes 

upon  himself  to  omit  one  of  these  requisites. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  doubt  much  whether  the  attestation  is 
not  sufficient.  The  act  of  Parliament  does  not  state  the 
precise  terms  that  are  to  be  used,  but  merely  the  sub- 
stance. Two  of  the  requisites  of  the  act  have  been  com- 
plied with;  the  defendant's  attorney  has  subscribed  his 
name  as  a  witness,  and  has  stated  that  he  subscribes 
as  such  attorney.  Does  he  not,  by  the  act  of  subscrip- 
tion, declare  that  he  is  the  attorney,  or  must  he  make 
that  statement  in  positive  terms?  My  Brother  Alderson 
adheres  to  his  former  opinion,  and  thinks  that  a  positive 
statement  is  necessary,  and  I  am  far  from  saying  that 
he  is  wrong.  But  at  all  events,  this  is  not  a  case  in  which 
the  attorney  has  been  guilty  of  that  crassa  negligentia 
which  disentitles  him  to  recover.  It  woidd  be  hard  on  so 
doubtful  a  point  as  this  to  deprive  him  of  his  remuneration. 
He  has  not  infringed  any  plain  rule  of  law  or  point  of 
practice ;  the  utmost  that  can  be  said  is,  that  he  has  mis- 
construed a  doubtful  act  of  Parliament. 

Alderson,  B. — I  agree  in  thinking  that  this  rule  ought 
to  be  refused,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  most  unfair  * 

if  an  attorney  were  to  be  precluded  from  recovering  his 
fair  remuneration,  merely  because  he  has  made  a  mistake 

(a)  8M.&W.294. 
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Exeh.  ef  PUat.  in  constrning  a  donbtfiil  act  of  Parliament.    Before  I  set 
1842  . 

aside  this  warrant  of  attorney,  I  consulted  several  of  the 

Judges,  which  shews  that  I  entertained  a  doubt  about  it; 

and  they  concurred  in  my  view  of  the  case.    I  still  adhere 

to  the  opinion  I  then  entertidned,  and  think  that  he  ought 

to  state  in  positive  terms  that  he  is  the  attorney  of  the  party. 

Every  attorney  who  witnesses  an  instrument  of  this  nature 

should  declare  in  the  attestation,  not  only  that  he  is  the 

attorney  attending  on  behalf  of  the  party  executing  the 

instrument,  but  that  he  subscribes  his  name  thereto  as 

such  attorney. 


BoLTE,  B.,  concurred. 


Rule  refused. 


JprU  18. 


Where  a  lessee 
of  lands  demit- 
ed to  him,  his 
heirs  and  as- 
signs, for  lives, 
devised  the 
premises  for  the 
residue  of  the 
term  to  W.  J.  L. 
and  his  assigns, 
who  died  intes- 
tate i^Held, 
that  the  pre- 
mises did  not 
go  to  the  heir 
of  W.  J.  L.,  but 
to  his  personal 
representative, 
under  the  Stat 
of  Frauds,  29 
Car.  2,  c  3, 
S.12. 


Doe  d.  Sophia  Lewis,  Administratrix  of  W.  J.  Lewis,  v. 
William  Lewis. 

JCiJECTMENT.— The  cause  was  tried  before  iHovfe,  J., 
at  the  last  Assizes  at  Carmarthen,  when  a  verdict  was  taken 
for  the  plaintiff  by  consent,  with  liberty  to  the  defendant 
to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  or  a  nonsuit,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  which  were 
as  follows : — ^William  Lewis,  the  grandfather  of  the  defend- 
ant^ being  possessed  of  a  lease  granted  to  him  by  one 
Nathaniel  Morgan,  to  hold  to  him  the  said  William  Lewis, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  the  lives  of  three  persons  named 
in  the  lease,  one  of  whom  was  still  living,  by  his  will,  dated 
the  25th  of  March,  1817,  devised  the  premises  in  question 
to  his  son  W.  J.  Lewis,  and  his  assigns,  during  the  residue 
of  the  lease,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  rent  and  the 
performance  of  the  covenants.  W.  J.  Lewis,  the  son, 
having  died  intestate  in  possession  of  the  premises,  the 
defendant  took  possession  of  them  as  his  nephew  and 
heir-at-law.    This  ejectment  was  brought  by  the  admini- 


EA8TBE  TEEM^  5   VICT.  663 

itratrix  of  W.  J.  Lewis,  and  the  question  was  whether  the  Bxeh.  of  piea$, 

1842 

leasehold  premises  belonged  to  the  personal  respresentative 
or  to  the  heir. 

John  Wilson  now  moved  accordingly. — This  case  raises  a 
question  about  which  much  doubt  exists  in  the  profession. 
The  original  lease  to  Wm.  Lewis^  the  grandfather,  having 
created  a  real  estate  pur  autre  vie  in  him  and  his  heirs^ 
the  right  of  the  heirs  to  take  as  special  occupants  could 
not  be  taken  away  without  the  use  of  technical  language 
in  the  will  sujfficient  for  that  purpose;  but  this  will,  so  far 
from  containing  any  words  of  that  description,  devises  the 
premises  to  Wm.  Lewis  and  his  assigns, — a  word  which 
is  construed  to  mean  heir  or  executor  according  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  devise  j  where  it  is  real  estate  it  goes 
to  the  heir,  where  personal,  to  the  executor  or  admini- 
strator. This  was  an  estate  of  freehold,  and  the  defendant, 
being  the  heir,  would  be  considered  the  assignee  in  law : 
WiUiams  v.  Jekyl  (a).  Where  the  designation  is  equivocal, 
it  has  been  held  that  the  titie  of  the  heir  is  preferable  to 
that  of  the  executor :  Atkinson  v.  Baker  (6). 

Parke,  B. — It  has  been  said  that  much  doubt  exists  in 
the  profession  as  to  the  question  which  has  been  raised  in 
this  case ;  but  I  do  not  see  why  such  doubt  should  have 
existed.  Originally  there  was  a  special  occupant  desig- 
nated in  the  lease  to  William  Lewis,  the  grandfather,  his 
heirs  and  assigns ;  but  when  the  grandfather  devised  the 
premises  to  W.  J.  Lewis,  the  son,  and  his  assigns,  he 
thereby  defeated  the  titie  of  his  heirs  as  special  occupants, 
and  the  devisee  continued  to  hold  the  property  to  himself 
and  his  assigns  for  the  residue  of  the  term.  The  utmost 
that  could  be  said  is,  that  if  W.  J.  Lewis  the  son  had 
made  an  assignment  of  the  lease,  perhaps  his  assignee 

(a)  2  Yes.  sen.  681.  (6)  4  T.  R.  229. 
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Esek,o/PieM,  would  be  entitled  to  Iiold  the  estate  as  special  occupant ; 
*  ^  but  where,  as  is  the  case  here,  he  makes  no  assignment  at 
^^*  all,  it  falls  within  the  express  words  of  the  Statute  of 
Lewis  Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  s.  12,  which  provides  that,  in  case 
Lewis.  there  shall  be  no  special  occupant  of  an  estate  held  pur 
autre  vie,  it  shall  go  to  the  executors  or  administrators  of 
the  party  that  had  the  estate  thereof.  Now  here  there  is 
no  special  occupant,  the  title  of  the  first  lessee  having  been 
put  an  end  to  by  the  will;  the  land  has  been  held  under  a 
tenancy  pur  autre  vie  to  W.  J.  Lewis  the  son,  and  his 
assigns ;  and  as  he  died  without  creating  any  assigns,  the 
property  goes  to  his  personal  representative.  It  is  said,, 
however,  that  although  there  was  here  no  express  assign* 
ment  by  W.  J.  Lewis  the  son,  the  property  may  go  to 
his  heir,  as  being  the  assign  in  law ;  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  is  a  devise  under  the  stat.  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,. 
not  under  the  Statute  of  Wills,  relating  to  an  estate  in  fee- 
simple;  and  I  do  not  think  that  ''assigns''  can  be  con- 
sidered as  comprised  under  the  words  ''heirs,  executors, 
or  administrators,''  used  in  that  statute.  The  word  "  as- 
sign "  does  not  mean  "  heir ;"  it  means  a  person  substituted 
for  another  by  an  act  of  some  kind  or  other;  and  as 
the  devisee  has  not  done  any  act  to  appoint  any  assign,  the 
property  must  go  to  his  administratrix. 

Aldebbon,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 
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Exeh.  cf  PUaty 
1842. 

Norton  v.  Scholefield.  AptU  19  ^ 

UaSE  for  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  reyersionary  in-  lo  case  for 

terest. — ^The  declaration  alleged,  that  before  and  at  the  ^  Mar^a^*"' 

time  of  committing  the  grievance,  &c.,  the  premises  were  ^y  conui^.*"' 

in  the  possession  of  one  A.,  as  tenant  thereof  to  the  plain-  nating  the  water 

.«.     ,  .  ,  n  ,5  -        .         of  the  well,  the 

tiff,  the  reversion  thereof  expectant  on  the  determination  piea  of  not 
of  the  said  tenancy  belonging  to  the  plaintiff.    It  then  Suc^bSS'the 
stated  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  tenants  to  a  certain  ^^  ^J^«  «|^; 
well  and  pump :  that  the  defendant  was  possessed  of  pre-  pool,  and  that 
mises  adjoining  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he,  in-  thereby  con. 
tending  to  injure  the  plaintiff,  &c.,  erected  a  cesspool  so  near  ^»™^°***** 
the  well  and  pump,  that  the  water  was  contaminated  and 
rendered  useless  by  the  oozing  out  of  the  soil  and  filth 
from  the  cesspool.    The  defendant  had  applied  to  Lord 
Defwum,  C.  J.,  at  chambers,  for  leave  to  plead  the  follow- 
ing pleas: — first,  not  guilty;  secondly,  a  traverse  of  the 
right  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  tenants  to  the  use  of  the  well 
and  pump ;  thirdly,  a  traverse  of  the  plaintiff's  reversionary 
interest  in  the  premises ;  and  lastiy,  a  special  plea,  denying 
that  the  water  in  the  well  had  been  contaminated  by  the 
erection  of  the  cesspool.    Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  reAised  to 
allow  the  last  plea,  on  the  ground  that  the  subject-matter 
of  that  defence  might  be  given  in  evidence  under  the  plea 
of  not  guilty. 

Waddingtm  now  applied  to  the  Court  for  leave  to  plead 
the  above  four  pleas,  and  submitted  that  the  plea  of  not 
guilty  put  in  issue  only  the  fiict  of  the  erection  of  the  cess- 
pool. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  think  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  was  right  in 
disallowing  the  last  plea;  not  guilty  puts  in  issue  both  the 
act  complained  of  and  its  consequences.    In  actions  for 
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Bjxk.  of  PUoi,  negligence^  a  defendant  is  never  allowed  to  plead  that  the 
injury  was  caused  by  the  plaintiff's  own  negligence. 

Alberson,  B. — By  the  general  issue  the  defendant  says^ 
''  I  am  not  guilty  of  erecting  a  building  which  is  a  nuis- 
ance/' 


Norton 

V. 
SCHOLBFXU.ll. 


RoLFE^  B.,  concurred. 


Motion  refused. 


April  19. 

Trespass  for 
breaking  and 
entering  the 
dwelling-house 
of  the  plaintiff, 
and  taking 
away  certain 
goods  therein, 
not  alleging 
them  to  be  the 
plaintiff's 
goods.    Plea, 
not  guilty  by 
sutute.    The 
learned  judge 
at  the  trial 
having  directed 
the  jury  to  find 
a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff, 
with  nominal 
damages,  for 
the  trespass  to 
the  house : — 
Heid,  that  the 
plaintiff  was 
not  entitled  to 
damages  also 
for  the  value  of 
the  goods,  as 
they  were  not 
alleged  to  be 
the  property  of 
plaintiff. 


Pritchard  v.  Long. 

IRESPASS  for  breaking  and  entering  the  dwelling- 
house  of  the  plaintiff^  and  taking  and  carrying  away  certain 
goods  and  chattels  therein^  and  converting  and  disposing 
of  the  same  to  his  own  use. 

Plea^  not  guilty  by  statute. 

At  the  trial  before  Cresiwett,  J.,  at  the  last  Spring 
Assizes  at  Oxford^  the  trespass  to  the  dwelling-house^  and 
the  taking  the  goods  and  selling  them  by  auction^  having 
been  proved,  it  was  objected  by  the  defendant's  counsel, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  damages  only  for 
the  trespass  to  the  house,  as  the  declaration  did  not  aver 
that  the  goods  were  the  plaintiff's ;  and  the  learned  Judge 
being  of  that  opinion,  directed  the  jury  to  find  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  nominal  damages;  but  gave  the  plaintiff 
liberty  to  move  to  increase  the  damages  by  the  amount 
which  the  goods  produced  on  the  sale. 

Ludhw^  Serjt.,  now  moved  accordingly. — ^The  gist  of 
the  action  was  the  trespass  to  the  dwelling-house,  and  the 
taking  away  the  goods  was  matter  of  aggravation,  which 
the  jmy  ought  to  have  been  directed  to  take  into  their 
consideration,  although  the  goods  were  not  alleged  to  be 
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the  property  of  the  plaintiff.  In  the  note  to  Taylor  v.  Exeh.  of  PUas, 
Wells  {a)f  Mr,  Serjeant  Williams  lays  down  the  rule  thus : 
— "  K  the  declaration  were  for  breaking  the  close  as  well  as 
for  taking  the  fish^  without  specifying  their  number  or 
kind^  it  seems  it  would  be  good^  even  upon  a  special  de- 
murrer; because  breaking  the  dose  is  considered  as  the 
principal  ground  and  foundation  of  the  action,  and  taking 
the  fish  as  matter  *of  aggravation  only :" — citing  Chambers 
V.  Greenfield  {b).  [Alderson,  B. — In  that  case  the  fish 
were  alleged  to  be  the  property  of  the  plaintiff.]  In  this 
case  the  goods  were  stated  to  be  in  the  dwelling-house, 
and  must  therefore  be  presumed  to  be  the  property  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Parks,  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  not 
entitled  to  a  rule  to  increase  the  damages.  He  could  not 
maintain  an  action  for  taking  the  goods,  without  proving 
that  they  were  his  property;  but  here  there  is  no  allega- 
tion that  they  belonged  to  him,  nor  any  admission  to  that 
effect  on  the  record.  Taking  the  goods  is  not  mere  matter 
of  aggravation,  but  of  substance.  If  the  case  had  gone 
generally  to  the  jury,  and  they  had  found  joint  damages 
for  the  trespass  to  the  house  and  for  taking  the  goods, 
there  would  be  no  error  on  the  face  of  the  record;  but  if 
there  had  been  a  special  plea  that  the  goods  were  not  the 
plaintiff's,  and  general  damages  had  been  assessed,  the 
judgment  would  be  arrested,  according  to  the  case  of 
Granoel  v.  Robotham  (c).  As  the  record  now  stands,  you 
have  no  right  to  damages  for  the  goods  separately. 

Aldebson,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred, 

Rule  discharged, 
(a)  2  Saund.  74.  (b)  3  Wils.  292.  (c)  Cro.  Jac.  865. 
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f  jEcft.  of  PUa$, 
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Apnl  20. 
The.  tenn 


ElDDELL  V.  BUBNAKB. 

Assumpsit  to  recover  damages  for  the  breach  of  a 
w^n^' of  a*    warranty  of  the  soundness  of  three  bullocks. 
Mtoai*'im*"        ^®  defendant  pleaded  two  pleas,  traversing  the  war- 
piiet  the  ah-      ranty  and  the  unsoundness. 

du«ue  or  ueds  At  the  trial  heloTeErskine,  J.,  at  the  last  Spring  Assizes  for 
th/wSma/ at  ^^^  county  of  Somerset,  it  appeared  that  the  bullocks  in  ques- 
the  time,  which  tion  had  been  sold,  with  a  warranty  of  soundness,  by  the  de- 

actnally  dimi-  '  .         "^  .      ^« . 

nithet  or  in  fcudant  to  the  plaintiff  at  a  fair,  and  that  the  plaintiff  imme- 

wiif  dlmfnUh  diatcly  put  them  into  a  drove,  and  sent  them  on  a  journey 

a«wS!J2\n  ^^  considerable  length.     It  was  proved  that  after  the  bul- 

the  work  to  locks  had  been  bought  they  appeared  very  weak,  and  ex- 

which  he  would   ,.,  .      ,  ^^  *^    ,  .  .  ., 

properly  and  hibitcd  appearances  of  unsoundness,  in  scourmg  more  than 
appUed!  ^  usual,  which  was  confirmed  during  the  journey,  as  one  of 
them  died,  and  the  other  two  were  afterwards  sold  by  the 
plaintiff  at  a  much  less  price  than  he  had  paid  for  them. 
The  learned  Judge  told  the  jury,  that  in  order  to  entitle 
the  plaintiff  to  recover,  he  must  shew  that  at  the  time 
of  the  sale  the  beasts  had  some  disease,  or  the  seeds  of 
some  disease,  in  them,  which  would  render  them  unfit,  or 
in  some  degree  less  fit  for  the  ordinary  use  to  which  they 
would  be  applied.  The  jury  having  imder  the  above 
direction  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  iE25 
damages, 

Crowder  now  moved  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of 
misdirection. — The  learned  Judge  was  not  correct  in  the 
mode  in  which  he  left  the  case  to  the  jury.  If  it  were  held 
to  be  correct,  any  slight  injury  or  disorder,  which  required 
only  a  little  attention,  and  could  be  easily  cured,  would 
coQstitute  an  unsoundness.  In  Garment  v.  Barrs  (a),  it 
was  laid  down  by  Eyre,  C.  J.,  that  a  horse  labouring 

(a)  2  Esp.  673. 
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Bxek.  of  PUat, 
1842. 

Jones  v.  Tarleton.  jpnl  22. 

1  ROVER  for  pigs. — Pleas;  first,  not  guilty;  secondly,  in  trover 
not  possessed ;  on  whicli  issues  were  joined.     At  the  trial  ^^""whcre'the 
before  Coliman,  J.,  at  the  last  assizes  for  Anglesey,  it  ap-  ^'^"'J""  T" 
peared  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  pig-drover  in  Anglesey,  and  goods  were 
the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  a  steam-vessel,  plying  uinedbythe 
between  the  Menai  Bridge  and  Liverpool.    The  plaintiff  ^t^rfM^n  of  a 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  shipping  pigs  by  the  defendants  generaiuen:— 

rr     o  r-  o        j  ^eW,  that  parol 

vessel  for  Liverpool ;  and  on  the  30th  January,  1841,  he  evideoce  could 
sent  by  it  a  number  of  pigs,  of  which,  on  their  arrival  at  "he  content*  of 
Liverpool,  the  defendant's  agent  there  detained  three,  to  f.  P/*JJ,^„**  ^ 
satisfy  an  alleged  lien  in  respect  of  a  balance  which  he  in  the  defend- 
claimed  to  be  due  from  the  plaintiff  on  the  freight  of  Mining  a  sute- 
former  shipments.  On  the  19th  February,  the  plaintiff  ^^^^'S 
shipped  another  cargo,  the  whole  of  which  the  defendant,  *>y  ^^^  defend- 

,      ,.  ,       .       ,  ,  ,       r«,  ant  were  to  be 

by  his  agent,  detained  on  the  same  ground.     There  was  lubject  to  luch 
conflicting  evidence  as  to  whether  the  plaintiff  had  made  but  oTatthe'no- 
any  offer  of  payment  of  the  freight  of  these  two  cargoes ;  ^^^  JoducSu** 
but  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  for  the     ^eW,  aiao, 
plaintiff,  he  had,  on  each  occasion,  produced  a  purse  of  of  bills  delivered 
sovereigns,  and  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  pay  the  freight  cOTtoln?ng  a"^* 
for  that  cargo,  but  the  defendant's  agent  claimed  a  further  MmiUr  ttate- 

°  °  ment,  could  not 

sum  of  about  £5,  in  respect  of  the  old  balance,  which  the  be  received 
plaintiff  refused  to  pay,  denying  that  it  was  due.     No  Jce  to  produce 
precise  amount  was,  however,  actually  tendered  by  the  ^***n*JrovCTby 
plaintiff.     In  order  to  bring  home  to  the  plaintiff  know-  the  owner  of 

goodi  against 

ledge  of  a  usage  of  the  defendant's  trade,  that  all  goods  a  carrier  who 
coming  by  his  vessels  were  to  be  subject  to  his  general  lien,  Jhe  goodsunder 
it  was  proposed  to  shew,  that  in  the  defendant's  oflSce  at  f  ^'■^"  of  lien, 

It  it  not  neces* 

Liverpool,  where  the  plaintiff  had  repeatedly  been,  a  printed  •anri  jn  order 
notice  to  that  effect  was  hung  up.  It  appeared  that  this  plaintiff  to  re- 
notice  was  of  small  size,  and  was  pasted  on  a  piece  of  card-  ^ouVd^prove* 

an  actual  tender 
of  the  carriage  money,  if  it  appear  that  he  was  ready  to  pay  it,  but  that  the  defendant  refused  to 
deliver  the  goods  except  on  payment  of  an  alleged  old  balance,  which  the  jury  find  not  to  have 
been  really  due. 

VOL.  IX.  2  Z  M.  W. 
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****if^  ^''^'  ^^^^^f  ^^^  suspended  on  a  nail  in  the  office.  It  was  ob- 
N«...^^..L>  jected  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the  notice  itself  ought  to  be 
JoMBB  produced ;  and  the  learned  Judge  being  of  that  opinion, 
Tarlbton.  rejected  the  evidence.  It  was  then  proposed  to  shew,  that 
bills  containing  a  notice  to  the  same  effect  had  been  de- 
livered to  the  plaintiff.  This  evidence  was  objected  to,  on 
the  ground  that  no  notice  to  produce  the  bills  had  been 
given  to  the  plaintiff,  and  was  accordingly  rejected.  The 
learned  Judge,  in  summing  up,  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say, 
first,  whether  any  old  balance  was  in  fact  due  firom  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendant ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  de- 
fendant had  established  that  he  had  the  general  lien  daimed 
by  him,  and  that  it  was  known  to  the  plaintiff;  and  he 
told  them,  that  if  they  thought  the  plaintiff  was  ready  to 
pay  all  that  was  really  due  from  him,  but  did  not  pay  it 
because  the  defendant  demanded  something  more,  that 
was  sufficient,  without  tender  or  payment  of  the  specific 
sum.    The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  damages,  £100. 

Biggs  Andrews  now  moved  for  a  new  trial. — ^First,  the 
evidence  as  to  the  notice  was  wrongly  rejected.  In  Rex  v. 
Hunt  (a),  evidence  was  held  to  be  receivable  of  inscriptions 
on  banners,  carried  by  the  mob  at  the  unlawful  meeting 
at  which  the  defendant  was  charged  with  being  present, 
without  producing  the  banners  themselves.  {^Parke,  B. — 
That  was  on  a  different  ground :  there  the  evidence  was 
received  as  part  of  the  res  gestae.]  Here,  this  being  a 
notice  which  the  defendant  must  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  have  seen  and  read,  evidence  of  its  contents  was  a4- 
missible.  Secondly,  no  notice  to  produce  the  bills  was 
necessary.  It  is  like  the  case  of  a  notice  to  quit,  or  a 
notice  of  action  delivered  to  a  party,  no  notice  to  produce 
which  is  necessary.  [Parke,  B. — ^This  is  different  from 
those  cases :  this  notice  is  an  intimation  of  terms  on  which 

(a)  3  B.&Ald.S66. 


ti»epsvtie8  deal,  as  the  basia  of  their  oontrnct ;  yon  cannot  ^^m*.  ^Piimf» 
give  evidence  (^  auch  a  documeBt  mthont  a  uotiee  to  pror  f 

dnee«]     Thirdly,  there  ought  to  have  been  proof  of  a  tender       ^^^^ 
of  the  amonnt  really  due  to  the  defendant,  in  order  to     Tamm^p^. 
entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover :  Scairfe  v.  Morgan  (a). 

Vaxkm,  B. — ^I  think  no  ground  has  been  laid  for  this 
rale.  With  respect  to  the  notice,  it  ^ipears  to  have  been 
a  mere  portable  notice,  which  night  have  been  taken  off 
the  nail  and  produced  at  the  trial :  and,  being  a  document 
which  was  put  forward  as  the  basis  of  the  e^mtract  between 
the  parties,  it  ought  itself  to  have  been  produced.  It  is 
different  where  the  thing  is  a  fixture,  or  where  it  cannot 
be  produced  on  account  of  the  public  convenienee.  As  to 
the  notice  ta  produce,,  this  was  not  a  document  with  re- 
spect to  which  no  notice  to  produce  is  necessary,,  like  a 
notice  to  quit,  but  was  an  intimation  of  the  terms  of  the 
contract  between  the  parties,  which  cannot  be  proved 
unless  a  notice  has  been  given  to  produce  it,,  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  Then,  as  ta  the  tender,  the  direction  of  the 
learned  Judge  amounts  to  this,  that  if  the  defendant  re^ 
fused  to  deliver  the  pig»  until  payment  of  the  old  account, 
which  he  had  no  right  to<demfflid,  ihat  was  a  waiver  of  an 
express  tender.  I  think  it  was  a  perfieetly  correct  direction. 

Aldsrson,  B*^— I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  Widi  re- 
spect to  the  question  aa  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  tender,  I 
think  if  the  defendant  absolute^  refiised  to  deliver  the 
pigs  when  they  were  d^nanded,  imtil  payment  by  tibe 
plaintiff,  not  only  o£  the  freight  for  that  particular  cargo, 
but  also  of  the  fireight  due  on  a  former  account,  and  which, 
as  now  appears  by  the  finding  of  the  jury,  the  defendant 
was  not  entitled  to  demand,  that  must  be  considered  as  a 
waiver  of  any  tender  of  the  precise  sum  really  due,  and 

(a)  4M.&W.270. 
z  z2 
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£xeh,  of  PUai,  which  the  plaintiff  was  ready  to  pay :  it  was  eqmTalent  to 
-  ^  '  -  saying  to  the  plaintiff,  "  Do  what  yon  will,  tender  what 
you  will,  it  is  of  no  nse,  I  will  not  receive  it  nnless  you 
pay  the  old  account  also/'  It  would  have  heen  different 
if  the  defendant  had  merely  demanded  too  lai^  a  sum  in 
respect  of  the  same  subject-matter;  in  that  case,  the 
plaintiff  would  perhaps  have  been  bound  to  tender  a  rea- 
sonable sum,  before  he  could  have  been  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  goods  demanded. 


RoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 


(a)  See  Searfe  v.  HaU/ax,  7  M.  &  W. 
2  G.  &  D.  217. 


Rule  refused  (a). 

I ;  Athmole  ▼.  WamwriglUf 


April  22. 


Horner  tr.  Flintoff. 


ThcpUintiff      Assumpsit  to  recover  the  sum  of  je200,  being  the 


entered  "ntoan  alleged  vsluc  of  tenant-right  due  to  the  plaintiff  on  his 
^eementfor  relinquishing  certain  premises  to  the  defendant;  with 
by  the  defend-  couuts  for  goods  sold,  and  ou  an  account  stated.  The  de- 
fendant pleaded,  amongst  other  things,  a  set-off  for  goods 
sold,  and  ako  for  the  sum  of  jClOO,  agreed  to  be  paid  by 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  as  liquidated  damages  for 
the  non-performance  by  the  plaintiff  of  a  certain  agree- 
ment made  between  them. — ^At  the  trial  before  Parke,  B., 
at  the  last  York  Assizes,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant 
had  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  the  plaintiff 


plaintiff's  good- 
will, stock, 
tenant-right, 
&c. :  it  was 
stipulated  by 
the  agreement 
that  the  plain- 
tiff should  give 
possession  on  a 
certain  day, 
and  in  the 

dbotud  pay  the   ^o'  the  purchase  of  the  good-will,  stock,  and  tenant-right 

rates  and 
taxes,  and  keep 

the  defendant  indemnified  therefrom :  and  the  defendant  agreed  to  pay  £100  for  the  tenant- 
right,  and  take  the  fixtures  at  a  valuation,  and  pay  all  rents,  rates,  taxes,  &c.,  and  to  in- 
demnify the  plaintiff  from  the  same  ;  and  lastly,  the  parties  "  mutuaUy  bound  themselves  the 
one  to  the  other  in  the  sum  of  £100  as  settled  and  liquidated  damages,  to  be  paid  and  forfeited 
without  any  deduction,  by  such  of  them  as  should  make  default  in  the  premises,  unto  the  other 
of  them  requiring  the  same:" — Held,  that  the  sum  of  £100  was  a  penalty  only,  and  not  recover- 
able aa  liquidated  damages  for  the  breach  of  any  of  the  stipulatioDs. 
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of  the  plaintiff,  who  waa  an  innkeeper  and  farmer.     It  was  Exeh.  of  Pkat, 
stipulated  by  the  agreement^  that  the  plaintiff  should  give  - 

the  def(Midant  possession  of  certain  premises,  together  with  Hornee 
the  furniture,  farming-stock,  &c.  thereon,  on  a  certain  Flivtoff. 
day ;  and  that  in  the  meantime  he,  the  plaintiff,  should 
pay  all  rates,  taxes,  &c.,  in  respect  of  the  premises,  and 
should  keep  the  defendant  indemnified  from  all  costs 
and  expenses  by  reason  of  the  non-payment  thereof.  The 
defendant  on  his  part  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  £100  for 
the  tenant-right,  to  take  the  furniture,  plate,  &c.,  and  to 
pay  the  amount  of  a  valuation  to  be  made  thereof,  and  all 
rents,  rates,  and  taxes,  and  to  indemnify  the  plaintiff  from 
the  same.  The  agreement  contained  also  the  following 
clause : — "  And  lastly,  the  said  parties  do  hereby,  for  the 
more  effectually  carrying  all  the  said  matters  and  things 
above  mentioned  into  execution,  and  for  the  full  observance 
and  performance  of  all  the  covenants,  clauses,  and  agree- 
ments hereinbefore  contained,  mutually  bind  themselves 
the  one  to  the  other  of  them  in  the  sum  of  j£100,  as 
liquidated  and  settled  damages,  to  be  paid  and  forfeited 
without  any  deduction,  by  such  of  them  as  shall  make  de- 
£Eiult  in  the  premises,  unto  the  other  of  them  requiring  the 
same/'  The  learned  Judge  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  above  clause,  the  sum  to 
be  paid  on  bi:each  of  the  agreement  was  to  be  considered  as 
a  penalty  only,  and  not  as  liquidated  damages,  according  to 
the  authority  of  Kemble  v.  Farrm  (a).  The  plea  of  set-off 
therefore  failed,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered  a  verdict, 
damages  86/.  19«.  8ef.,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defend- 
ant to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit,  or  a  verdict  for  him,  if 
the  Court  should  think  that  the  iSlOO  were  to  be  considered 
as  liquidated  damages. 

Wortley  now  moved  accordingly. — ^This  is  a  stronger 
case  than  that  of  Kemble  v.  Farren.    There  the  parties 

(a)  6  Bing.  141 ;  3  Moo.  &  P.  425. 
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Erck.  of  Phai,  irete  undcrtaldng  to  Bgtee  to  construe  the  Iaw,  and  intro- 
daced  the  words  *'  not  a  penalty  or  penal  sum/*  They 
had  no  right  to  construe  the  law  for  themselves.  But  here 
they  stipulate  that  the  damages  to  be  paid  for  breach  of 
the  agreement  (which  in  their  nature  are  wholly  imoertaSn) 
shall  be  the  sum  of  £100^  to  be  paid  as  liquidated  and 
settled  damages,  and  taUhota  any  dedaciicm.  All  the 
clauses  in  this  agreement  sound  in  uncertain  damaged; 
and  therefore,  there  was  nothing  unreasonable  in  the  par- 
ties thus  ascertaining  the  amount,  in  order  to  avoid  ex- 
pense and  litigation. 

Paeke,  B.-^I  think  We  are  bound  by  th^  authority  of 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Common  VleeA  in  Kemik  v. 
Ftnren.  Where  parties  say  that  the  same  ascertained  sum 
«ha]l  be  paid  for  the  breadi  of  every  article  of  an  agree- 
ment, however  minute  and  unimportant,  they  must  be  con- 
«idared  as  not  meaning  exactly  what  they  say,  and  a  con- 
trary intention  may  be  collected  from  the  other  parts  of 
the  agreement.  The  rule  laid  down  in  Kemhle  v.  Earren, 
was,  that  where  &n  agreement  contains  several  stipulations 
of  various  degrees  of  importance  and  value,  a  sum  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  way  of  damages  for  the  breach  of  any  of  them 
Hihkn  be  Construed  aa  a  penalty,  and  not  as  liquidated 
•damages,  even  though  the  partis  have  in  exptess  terms 
stated  the  contrary.  And  this  case  is  rather  stronger  than 
that  of  Kemble  v.  Fatnn^  because  the  word  ^  forfeited  •*  is 
used,  which  points  to  a  penalty.  The  words  "  liquidated 
and  settled  damages  "  must  therefore  be  rejected,  as  being 
inconsistent  with  the  legal  effiect  of  the  instrument.  If  the 
parties  intend  it  to  be  construed  otherwise,  they  must  con- 
tract, in  clear  and  express  terms,  that  for  the  breach  of  each 
•and  every  stipulation  contained  in  the  agreement  a  sum 
certain  is  to  be  ptdd ;  and  in  that  casei,  although  the  stipu- 
lations are  of  various  degrees  of  importance,  they  must  be 
held  to  their  contract.    But  here  I  tUnk  the  dBlOO  must 
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be  taken  as  a  penalty ;  and  as  a  penalty  cannot  be  set  off,  ^ch.  rf  puom, 
the  verdict  is  right,  and  there  will  be  no  rule, 

AxnsRSON,  B. — ^X  think  the  case  of  Kem^ley.  Farren  is  de- 
cisiye  of  the  present.  The  correct  principle  appears  to  have 
been  laid  down  also  by  Bayley,  J.,  in  Davies  y .  Penton  (a) : — 
^  Where  the  sum  which  is  to  be  a  security  for  the  per- 
formance of  an  agreement  to  do  several  acts,  will,  in  case 
of  breaches  of  the  agreement,  be,  in  some  instances,  too 
large  and  in  others  too  small  a  compensation  for  the  injury 
thereby  occasioned,  that  sum  is  to  be  considered  a  penalty.''' 
Where,  therefore,  the  parties  do  not  specifically  annex  the 
penalty  to  each  and  ev^y  of  the  stipulations  in  the  agree- 
ment, it  must  be  taken  that,  in  the  case  of  stipulations  of 
various  degrees  of  importance,  it  is  a  penalty  only,  and  not 
liquidated  damages. 

EotFE,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)  6  B.  &  Cr.  216;  9  D.  &  R.  369. 

Perey  and  Others  v.  Smith.  ^p„7  22. 

Assumpsit  to  recover  the  amount  of  the  purchase-  Where,  upon 

money  of  certain  copyhold  premises  sold  by  the  plaintiffs  to  esuite.^he  tame 

the  defendant,  which,  by  the  conditions  of  sole,  were  to  be  *^**™*  J/'" 

paid  for  on  or  before  the  27th  of  June,  1841.    The  dedarr  the  vendor  and 

ation  averred,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  ready  and  willing  chaser,  a  com- 

to  surrender  or  cause  to  be  suxrendered  the  said  hereditsr  j^^  the^pur. 

ments  and  premises,  fcc.,  and  alleged  as  a  breach,  that  the  chaser  to  the 

*^  11-r  attorney,  asking 

defendant  did  not,  on  the  said  27th  of  June,  or  at  any  for  time  to  pay 
other  time,  pay  the  said  purchase-money.  Pleas,  first,  non  LoneyrwaT' 
assumpsit ;  secondly,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  ready  and  ^^ri^iw^d?  ^ 
willing  to  surrender  or  cause  to  be  surrendered  the  said 
hereditaments  and  premises,  &;c.,  modo  et  formft :  on  which 
issues  were  joined. 
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Bxeh.  of  Pkoi,      At  the  trial  before  Pattemm,  J.,  at  the  last  Stafford 

1842 
^  *  '    Assizes^  the  plaintiffs  called  as  a  witnetui  a  Mr.  Stevenson, 

perrt  yff\iQ  ixad  acted,  in  the  matter  of  the  purchase,  as  attorney 
-  Smitb.  for  both  parties;  and  who  stated,  that  the  defendant,  on 
being  applied  to  by  him,  on  the  25th  of  June,  about  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase-money,  said  that  he  could  not  be 
ready  with  it  on  the  27th,  and  wished  the  payment  to  be 
postponed  to  the  last  Thursday  in  July;  that  in  conse- 
quence the  witness  did  not  prepare  the  surrender,  but  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  this  delay  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
the  plaintiffs  would  have  surrendered  the  premises.  It 
was  objected  for  the  defendant,  that  these  communications, 
having  been  made  by  him  to  his  own  attorney,  were  privi- 
leged, and  ought  not  to  be  received  in  evidence.  The 
learned  Judge,  however,  admitted  the  evidence,  on  the 
ground  that  the  communication  was  made  to  the  witness  in 
his  character  of  attorney  for  the  vendors :  and  the  plaintiffs 
had  a  verdict,  leave  being  reserved  to  the  defendant  to 
move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  on  the  second  issue. 

W.  J.  Alexander  now  moved  to  enter  the  verdict  accord- 
ingly, or  for  a  new  trial. — ^This  communication  was  made 
to  the  witness,  being  the  attorney  of  the  defendant  in  this 
transaction;  and  ought  not,  therefore,  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted in  evidence.  Doe  d.  Shellard  v.  Homer  (a).  Doe  d. 
Peter  v.  Wdtkins  {b).  In  the  latter  case,  a  party  who,  being 
attorney  both  for  the  borrower  and  the  lender  of  money 
on  mortgage,  perused  the  borrower's  title-deeds  on  behalf 
of  the  lender,  was  not  permitted  to  give  evidence  of  their 
contents.  It  can  make  no  difference  in  the  application  of 
the  principle  of  law,  that  this  is  the  case,  not  of  borrower 
and  lender,  but  of  vendor  and  purchaser.  [Parkej  B. — In 
Doe  V.  JVaikinSj  the  Court  thought  the  communication  was 
made  by  the  party  to  the  witness  in  the  character  of  his 

(a)  5  C.  &  P.  592.  (6)  3  Bing.  N.  C.  421 ;  4  Scott,  155. 
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own  attomejr,  not  as  the  attorney  of  the  mortgagee.    If  BtKh.</PiHu, 


the  party  be  consulting  him  as  his  own  attorney,  then  the 
bond  of  secrecy  is  imposed  upon  him;  if  the  communica-  pbret 
tion  be  made  to  him  in  the  character  of  the  adverse  attor-  Smith. 
ney,  it  is  not:  and  here  there  is  no  doubt  whatever^  that 
the  communication  was  made  to  the  witness  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  adverse  attorney;  the  defendant  was  asking  for 
time.]  The  defendant  may  well  be  considered  to  have 
communicated  to  him  as  his  own  attorney,  that  he  wished 
him  to  obtain  time  for  payment. — ^He  cited  also  Moore  v. 
TerreU{a),  and  Clark  v.  Clark{b). 

Pabkb,  B. — I  have  not  the  least  doubt  in  this  case.  If 
the  party  employs  an  attorney  who  is  also  employed  on  the 
other  side,  the  privilege  is  confined  to  such  communications 
asare  clearly  made  to  him  in  the  character  of  his  own  at- 
torney. It  is  plain  this  was  not,  but  in  his  adverse  cha- 
racter of  attorney  for  the  vendors.  The  attorney,  therefore, 
stood  in  the  character  of  an  ordinary  witness,  and  the  evi- 
dence was  properly  received. 

Albebson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  is  clear 
that  the  communication  made  to  this  witness  was  made  to 
him  in  his  character  of  attorney  for  the  vendors,  on  whose 
part  he  was  applying  for  payment.  K  Mr.  Alexandev^s 
argument  were  right,  the  e£Pect  would  be,  that  wherever  an 
attorney  is  employed  by  both  parties,  no  communications 
made  to  him  could  be  admitted  in  evidence,  because  they 
must  all  be  made  through  the  common  attorney.  The 
point  was  expressly  ruled  in  Bough  v.  Cradocke  (c),  that 
where  one  attorney  only  is  employed,  a  communication 
made  to  him  in  his  character  of  attorney  for  both  parties 
may  be  used  against  one  of  them. 

BoLFB,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 

(a)  4  a  ft  Adol.  870.    (ft)  1  M.  &  Rob.  3.     (c)  1  M.  ft  Rob.  182. 
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£«dl.  9f  PUat, 
1842. 

April  26i 

Where  there 
are  issues  both 
in  fact  and  in 
lavr  in  an  ac« 
tion,  although 
the  plaintiff  has 
an  option  to  try 
either  first,  that 
is  subject  to  ^e 
discretion  «f  the 
Court;  and  they 
will,  in  general, 
direct  the  issues 
in  law  to  be  de- 
termined first, 
since  the 'Cause 
may  be  decided 
thereby,  and 
the  trial  be-* 
come  unneces- 
sary ;  and  also 
because  after 
verdict  there 
can  be  no 
amendment  on 
the  demurrer. 


C&uc&NELL  V.  T&UEMAN  aiid  Another. 

JlLrLE  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  a  demxirf  er 
to  one  of  the  pleas  in  this  cause^  (a  plea  going  to  the  whole 
cause  of  action),  set  down  for  argument  by  the  defendants, 
should  not  be  struck  out  of  the  paper,  on  the  ground  that 
there  were  also  issues  in  fact  joined ;  and  that  the  plaintiff 
had  the  option  to  try  them  first.  The  venue  was  in  London. 
He  cited  2  Saund.  800,  n.  (3),  Birdv.  Hiffginsm  (a).  \Parke, 
B. — The  general  rule  is,  that  the  plaintiff  has  the  option ; 
but  the  Court  has  nevertheless  a  discretion:  Burdett  v. 
CQlman[b),'\ 

TV.  H.  Watson  for  one  of  the  defendants,  and  Peacock 
for  the  other,  shewed  cause  in  the  first  instance;  and  con- 
tended that  either  party  had  a  right  to  set  down  the  de- 
murrer for  argument,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Ckiurt, 
if  it  be  against  convenience  to  have  it  argued  first.  [Parke, 
B. — ^If  it  be  a  plea  to  the  whole  declaration,  and  held  to  be 
good,  there  is  no  use  in  a  trial.  Alderson,  B. — ^Aiter  trial 
the  Court  cannot  amend  on  the  demurrer.  The  case  of 
Mortimer  v.  M^Callan  (c)  went  to  a  Court  of  error,  simply 
because  the  demurrer  was  argued  after  verdict;  for  the  de- 
claration was  clearly  amendable.]  The  dicta  relied  on  by 
the  plaintiff  are  no  longer  of  any  weighty  »nce  the  rule  of 
H.  T,4WiU.4,8,6. 


Erie. — The  plaintiff  would  «trictly  have  a  rifiht  to  go 
down  to  trial^  even  though  the  judgment  might  be  for  the 
defendants  on  the  demurrer.  There  are  material  costs  de- 
pending besides  those  on  the  demurrer.  But,  if  it  be  the 
general  rule  that  the  plaintiff  has  the  option,  the  defendant 


(a)  5  Ad.  &  £.  83.  (&)  13  East,  27. 

(c)  7  M.  &  W.  29;  9  M.  &  W.  636. 
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oQglit  to  shew  that  the  coarse  proposed  by  him  inll  be  at-  Eteh.  ^  Phdt, 
tended  with  some  great  inconvenience.     [JParke^  B. — ^It    ^   18^« 
does  seem  to  be  very  convenient  in  general,  first  to  dispose 
of  the  issue  in  tack;  but  as  the  venue  is  in  London^  both 
xsMy  go  on  pari  passu.] 

It  was  then  agreed  that  both  proceedings  ahould  go  on, 
the  defendants  undertaking,  if  judgment  were  .first  given 
for  them  on  the  d^nuxrer,  and  the  phiintiff  would  under- 
take to  bring  no  writ  of  error,  to  withdraw  their  other 
pleaa,  and  pay  the  costs  «f  the  issues  thereon. 

Bule  aceardingly" 


Gbb  4?.  SwANN.  Apnl'23. 

In  this  case,  which  was  tried  before  Pdrke,  B^  at  the  last  The  Court  r«- 
fork  Assises,  it  was  discovered  during  the  trial,  and  ob-  tion,  ^  seT^* 
jected  for  the  defendant  before  the  verdict  was  returned,  "J^^^pSniiff, 
that  no  distrinsras  iuratores  had  been  returned  by  the  sheriff  <>"  the  ground 

r*%  ,  ,    ;  T  that  no  dUtrin- 

before  the  trial.     The  trial  however  pvooeeded,  and  a  ver-  gas  juratores 
diet  was  found  for  the  plaintiff.  turned  before 

the  trial;  al- 
though the  oh- 

Pttshhy  now  moved  fer  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  jcction  had 

-.        ,,_  _  .-  -  .•111  T       hetvk  taken  be- 

terdtct  should  not  be  set  aside  and^a  new  trial  had,  or  why  fore  ▼erdiet. 
a  venire  focias  de  novo  should  not  be  awarded.-*-<Tfais  was 
a  mis-trial.  Jxl Rogers  v.  8mith{a),  the  C!ourt  of  Queen^s 
Bench  reversed  the  judgment  on  error  coram  nobis,  on  the 
'  ground  of  the  want  of  a  return  of  a  distingas  juratores, 
and  of  the  jury  paneL  The  want  of  such  a  return  is 
ground  of  error,  and  is  not  cured  by  the  statutes  of  jeofails ; 
and  a  venire  de  novo  is  grantable  in  such  a  case.  In  Tidd^s 
Pr.  922,  it  is  stated,  that  ''  a  venire  facias  de  novo  is 
grantable  in  the  following  cases : — ^first,  when  the  jury  are 

(«)  1  Ai  &    IL  772l;  3  Nev.  &  M.  760. 
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Sxch.  •/  Phot,  improperly  chosen,  or  there  is  any  irregularity  in  return- 
ing them/'  The  grant  of  a  venire  de  novo  is  not  confined 
to  cases  of  a  defect  which  appears  on  the  record:  for 
instance,  it  is  grantable  if  the  jury  improperly  eat  or 
drink  before  they  deliver  their  verdict:  Bro.  Abr.,  Verdict, 
pi.  17, 18;  Process,  pi.  72;  Venire  facias,  pL  15, 16.  In 
Dovey  v.  Hobson  (a),  the  Court  awarded  a  venire  de  novo 
where  a  juryman  was  sworn  by  mistake  who  had  not  been 
summoned.  [Parke,  B. — There  there  would  be  an  entry 
on  the  record  according  to  the  fact.]  In  ArundePs  case  (A), 
a  venire  de  novo  was  awarded  where  the  jury  had  been 
summoned  from  a  wrong  county.  In  TheobaUe  v.  New- 
ton  (c),  where  the  distingas  juratores  bore  date  on  a  Sun- 
day, and  out  of  term,  a  venire  de  novo  was  awarded.  In 
the  cases  of  Lewis  v.  Wiiham  {d)  and  Comer  v.  Shew  (e),  a 
venire  de  novo  was  certainly  revised  for  matter  not  ap- 
parent on  the  record.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  only  cases  against 
that  are  those  of  the  jury's  eating  and  drinking  before  the 
verdict;  and  we  must  assume  that  something  appeared 
on  the  record  to  shew  the  fact,  or  else  that  the  term  'venire 
de  novo'  is  used  instead  of  a  new  trial.] 

Peb  Cubiah. — The  defendant  need  hot  move  in  the 
matter.  If  the  plaintiff  chooses  to  proceed,  the  defendant 
will  have  his  writ  of  error.  In  Rogers  v.  Smith,  the  Court 
had  first  refused  to  interfere  on  motion. 

Bule  refused. 

(a)  6  Taunt.  460.  (d)  2    tr.  1185;  1  Wils.  55. 

(6)  6  Rep.  14  a.  (e)  4  M.  &  W.  163. 

(c)  Styles,  307. 
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Goody  v.  Pbnmt.  "^   t,^^  " 

X  HIS  was  an  action  of  debt^  brought  by  the  plaintiff  as  Where,  by  a 
clerk  to  the  commissioners  under  a  local  act,  51  GFeo.  8,  ^^nntn^' 
c.  xliii,  "for  improving  the  Navigation  from  the  Hythe  at  *'***  <*"*»«« 
Colchester  to  Wivenhoe,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  for  on  coals,  &c^ 
better  paving,  lighting,  watching,  and  cleaning  the  town  of  a  certain  dis." 
Colchester,*'  to  recover  the  sum  of  £30  for  rates  and  duties  ^fi'}^  ^ 

'  paid  to  com- 

payable  to  the  commissioners  for  coal,  culm,  &c.  by  the  de-  miMioners 
fendant  landed  at  Wivenhoe  and  the  Hythe,  and  other  and  the  com- 
places  between  the  same.    The  second  count  was  on  an  ^powe^red'to" 
account  stated.  •"•  *»  ^}\  , 

name  of  their 

Pleas,  first,  nunquam  indebitatus:  secondly,  payment  clerk  for  the 
into  Court  of  12/.  109.,  and  that  the  defendant  was  not  «  any  penalty 
indebted  to  a  greater  amount ;  which  was  denied  by  the  ney^e^or"p«y. 

replication  (a) .  •We  by  virtue 

*^  ^  '  of  the  act  :"^ 

Held,  that  an 
action  of  debt  might  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the  derk  for  arrean  of  rates  and  duties ;  al- 
though, by  another  clause,  a  power  was  given  of  detaining  and  selling  the  vessel  and  goods  in 
case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  rates  and  duties. 

The  act  directed,  that  any  surplus  of  rates  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  commissionen 
should  be  annually  invested  in  the  funds  until  it  should  amount  to  d^3000,  and  that  after  that 
sum  should  be  invested  they  should  reduce  the  rates,  so  as  they  should  not,  together  with  the 
dividends  of  the  j^SOOO,  exceed  the  charges  annually  expended  in  carrying  the  act  into  execu- 
tion : — Held,  that  the  commissioners  had  impliedly  a  power,  after  so  reducing  the  rates,  also  to 
raise  them  again  in  case  of  necessity. 

Held,  also,  that  after  the  paasing  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act,  6  ft  6  WilL  4,  c.  63, 
the  commissioners  had  power  to  levy  the  rates  by  the  ton  (they  having  been  previously  levied  by 
the  chaldron),  without  first  applying  to  the  sessions  for  an  inquisition  under  the  14th  section  of 
that  act. 

(a)  The  following  sections  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the  rates 

statute  ore  material  to  the  case : —  or  duties  to   the  person  entitled 

Sect.  17  enacts,  that  there  shall  or  employed  by  the  commission- 
1>«  paid  to  the  commissioners  by  ers  to  collect  or  receive  the  said 
the  owneiB  or  masters  having  the  rates  or  duties,  to  seize  and  de- 
command  of  vessels,  who  shall  land  tain  the  ship,  &c,  or  any  goods* 
any  coal,  culm,  or  cinders  at  &c.,  wherewith  the  same  shall  be 
Wivenhoe  or  at  the  Hythe,  or  in  laden;  and,  if  within  fourteen  days 
any  place  between,  the  sum  of  1«.  the  rates  shall  not  be  paid,  to  sell 
per  chaldron  for  every  chaldron  so  such  ship,  &c.,  or  so  much  thereof 
landed.  as  shall  be  sufficient  for  raising  and 

Sect  22  gives  a  power,  on  any  paying  such  rates,  &c. 
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^— V ' 

OOOOY 

V. 
PlllNT. 


At  the  trial  before  Gumey,  B.^  at  the  last  Assises  for 
EsseXj  it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  tlie 
sum  of  25L  19s,,  alleged  arrears  of  duties  payable  by  the  de- 
fendant for  coals  landed  out  of  his  vessel,  the  Isabella,  at 
Wivenhoe  and  the  Hythe.  It  was  shewn  that,  from  the 
passing  cf  the  local  act,  in  the  year  1811,  the  duty  of  Is,  per 
chaldron  on  coal,  culm,  &c.,  landed  within  the  district  men- 
tioned in  the  act,  was  levied  by  the  commissioners,  pursuant 
to  the  1 7th  section*  In  1833,  the  accumulations  in  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  amounted  to  iSSOOO;  that  sum 
was  invested  by  them  in  the  funds,  according  to  the  direc* 


Sect.  26  directs,  that  if  any  sur- 
plus of  the  rates  and  duties  should 
accrue  or  remain  in  die  hands  of 
the  commissioners  at  the  time  of 
their  settling  their  annual  accounts, 
the  same  shall  he  invested  in  the 
puhlic  funds,  in  the  names  of  the 
eommissionerB  or  any  five  of  them, 
vntil  the  same  shall  amount  to  the 
sum  of  £3000,  to  he  thence  drawn 
when  necessaryy  for  the  purpose  of 
answering  any  emergency  through 
accidents,  &c,;  and  that  the  di- 
vidends and  interest  thereof  shall 
from  time  to  time  he  received  hy 
the  commissioners,  and  applied  to 
the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  s.  27 
requires,  that  after  the  said  sum  of 
£3000  shall  he  so  raised  and  in- 
vested, the  commissioners  shall  re- 
duce the  rates  and  duties,  so  as  the 
same  shall  not,  with  the  dividends 
arising  from  the  sud  sum  of  £3000, 
exceed  the  costs  and  charges  which 
they  shall  yearly  expend  in  exe- 
cuting the  several  matters  which 
hy  this  act  they  are  authorized  and 
required  to  do. 

Sect..  72  provides,  that  the  rates 
and  assessments  hy  the  act  directed 
to  he  sMessed  on  houses,  &e.,  shall 


he  applied  in  paving,  lighting,  &c., 
the  streets,  &c.,  in  the  town  of  Col- 
chester ;  and  requires  the  commis- 
sioners, after  the  effecting  of  eertaia 
improvements  therein  mentioned, 
to  reduce  the  rate  of  assessment 
so  as  that  it  shall  net  exceed  Is. 
in  the  pound  in  a  year ;  but  pro- 
vides also,  thai  in  case  it  shall  faero^ 
after  happen  that  the  annual  charges 
of  paving,  lighting,  &c.,  shall  from 
any  cause  exceed  the  sum  which 
the  reduced  rate  is  intended  fa  de- 
fray, it  shall  he  lawful  for  thec<MBr 
missioners  so  to  increase-  the  rate 
as  that  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fray such  annual  chaiges,  and  all- 
other  incidental,  expenses,  aot  ex- 
ceeding 1<.  3d,  in  Uie  pound. 

Sect.  87  enacts,  that  the  com- 
missioners may  sue  and  be  sued  in 
the  name  of  their  clerk  for  the  tim« 
being ;.  and  that  all  actions  ijt  euils 
that  may  be  nec.«««««y  or  expedient 
to  be  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
any  penalty  or  sum  of  money  due 
or  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or 
for  or  in  respect  of  any  other  mat- 
ter or  thing  relating  to  this  act, 
may  be  brought  in  the  name  of 
the  said  derk. 
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tions  of  s.  26. ;  and,  in  the  following  year,  the  duties  were  Badh.  rf  pu^ 
reduced  to  4rf.  per  chaldron.    In  the  year  1885  the  Weights  ' 

andMeasniesAct,6&6Will.4,c.63,wa8pa8sed.  In  1841, 
the  commiBsioners  raised  the  rates  to  9d.  per  ton  (which,  it 
was  admitted,  was  less  than  1$.  per  chaldron)  without 
having  made  any  application  to  the  justices  in  sessions  to 
adjust  the  amount  of  toll  payable  with  reference  to  the 
jMToportion  between  a  chaldron  and  a  ton.  Upon  these 
h^dts,  it  was  objected  for  the  defendant,  first,  that  the  com- 
missioners were  not  empowered,  under  the  87th  section  of 
the  local  act,  to  sue  for  arrears  of  rates  and  duties  in  the 
name  of  their  clerk;  secondly,  that,  having  once  reduced 
the  rates  in  question,  they  had  no  power  to  raise  them 
again ;  thirdly,  that,  not  having  applied  to  the  justices,  pur- 
suant to  the  14th  section  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act, 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  68,  to  regulate  by  inquisition  the  difference 
of  toll  as  between  a  ton  and  a  chaldron,  they  could  not 
charge  the  duties  on  the  ton.  The  learned  Judge  reserved 
the  points,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  leave  being  given 
to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit. 

C/unmeU,  Seijt.,  now  moved  accordingly. — First,  the 
commissioners  had  no  power  in  this  case  to  sue  by  their 
clerk.  The  87th  section  entitles  the  clerk  to  sue  only 
where,  but  for  that  provision,  the  commissioners  them- 
aelves  must  and  miffht  have  sued:  it  makes  him  the  statut- 
able representative  of  the  commissioners.  But  no  power 
is  given  by  the  act  to  the  commissioners  to  sue  for  those 
i!ates,  but  only  a  power,  by  s.  22,  of  distress  or  detention 
^f  tbiD  vessel  in  case  of  nonpayment.  [Parke,  B. — ^To 
whom  are  the  rales  wid  duties  to  be  paid  by  the  act  ?]  Un- 
doubtedly to  the  commissioners.  [Parke,  B.— Then  they 
have  a  parliamentary  right  of  action,  by  the  statutory  ob- 
ligation to  pay  the  rates  to  them.  It  is  clear  the  clerk  has 
a  right  to  sue  for  some  ''sums  of  money  "  not  penalties ; 
and  no  sums  of  money  appear  to  be  receivable  under  the 
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EMch.  ef  PUoif  act.  except  the  rates  and  duties:  therefore  he  is  within  the 
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proyision  of  the  87th  section.] 

Secondly^  the  commissioners  had  no  authority,  after 
they  had  reduced  these  tolls,  to  raise  them  again.  After 
realizing  the  sum  of  £3000,  they  are  to  go  on  reducing 
the  rates,  so  that,  together  with  the  interest  on  that  sum, 
they  shall  not  exceed  the  annual  charges ;  but  no  express 
power -is  given  to  raise  them  again.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  have,  by  express  words,  a  power  to  raise  the  rates 
on  houses,  &c.,  for  watching  and  lighting  the  town,  after 
a  prerious  reduction  of  them.  [Alderson,  B. — ^The  com- 
missioners have  to  raise  a  sum  which  in  one  year  may  be 
lower  and  in  another  higher.  What  an  absurdity  would 
it  be,  then,  if  they  have  power  only  to  reduce  the  rates  t 
Supposing,  in  one  year,  the  charges  did  not  exceed  the  in- 
terest of  the  £3000,  then  they  are  to  raise  nothing ;  but, 
if  in  the  next  year  the  charges  amounted  to  £500,  accord- 
ing to  your  argument,  they  could  raise  nothing  towards  it.] 
Thirdly,  there  ought  to  have  been  an  inquisition  at  the 
sessions,  under  the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  63,  s.  14,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  proportions  to  be  charged  by  the  ton.  [Parke, 
B. — ^That  is  only  in  the  case  of  an  immemorial  toll ;  but 
where  commissioners  have  power  from  time  to  time  to 
vary  the  tolls,  the  act  does  not  apply.  Alderstm,  B. — 
Besides,  this  was  a  rate  made  after  the  passing  of  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Act,  and  therefore  was  lawfully 
made  by  the  ton.  The  14th  section  applies  to  then  exist- 
ing contracts,  by  immemorial  usage  or  otherwise.] 

Parke,  B. — ^I  think  there  is  no  foundation  for  any  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  taken.  The  first  is,  that  the 
derk  of  the  commissioners  has  no  authority  to  bring  this 
action.  But  on  looking  at  the  act  of  Parliament,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  clerk  has  authority  to  sue  for  "any  penalty 
or  sum  of  money  due  and  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act.'* 
The  rates  and  duties  are  clearly  within  this  description ; 
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under  a  temporary  injury;  which  is  capable  of  being  speedily  Btek,  nf  Pim, 

cnred  or  removed,  is  not  an  nnsonnd  horse.    The  mle 

was  thus  laid  down  by  Colenigt^  J.,  in  Boldm  y*  Broff' 

dm  {a),  that  a  disease  which  was  not  calcolated  perma* 

nently  to  render  the  horse  unfit  for  use,  or  permanently  to 

diminish  his  usefulness,  but  whidi  with  ordinaiy  care 

would  soon  be  cured,  did  not  amount  to  an  unsoundness 

so  as  to  constitute  a  breach  of  a  warranty,    lliat  ruling 

would  support  tiie  defendant's  ease.    On  the  other  hand, 

Parke,  B.,  in  CMrfes  y.  Stevem  {b),  lays  the  rule  down  thu»-^ 

''that  if  at  the  time  of  the  sale  the  horse  has  any  disease, 

which  either  actually  does  diminish  the  natural  usefulness 

of  the  animal,  so  as  to  make  him  less  capable  of  work  of 

any  description,  or  which  in  its  ordinary  progress  will 

diminish  the  natural  usefulness  of  the  animal,^'  such  a 

horse  is  unsound.     [Parke,  B. — ^If  that  is  not  the  rule, 

where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  between  temporary  and  per* 

manent  illness  or  disease?]    Kthat  rule  be  correct,  ahorse 

which  is  laid  up  by  illness  of  ever  so  short  a  duration  is 

not  sound.   But  the  learned  Judge  here  laid  down^the  law 

more  strongly  even  than  that,  in  saying  if  there  were  any 

seeds  of  disease,  the  animal  was  unsound.   [Parke,  B. — He 

said,  if  there  were  any  seeds  of  disease  which  would  render 

him  unfit  for  use.  .^l/der^on,  B.---^That  temporaryjunsound-* 

ness  may  be  the  commencement  of  permanent  disease.] 

Pakkb,  B. — ^I  think  there  ought  to  be  no  rule  in  this 
case.  l%e  mle  I  laid  down  in  Coaiei  t.  Stevene  is  cor« 
rectly  reported ;  and  I  am  there  stated  to  have  said,  ''  I 
h»ve  always  considered  that  a  man  who  buys  a  horse  war- 
ranted sound,  must  be  taken  as  buying  him  [for  imme- 
diate use,  and  has  a  right  to  expect  one  capable  of  that 
use,  and  of  being  immediately  put  to  any  fair  work  the 
owner  chooses.    The  mle  as  to  unsoundness  is,  that  if  at 

(•)  2  M.  &  Rob.  n3.  (b)  Id.  137. 

▼OL.  IX.  T  Y  M.  W. 
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actaally  does  diminish  the  natural  nsef olness  of  the  animal^ 

so  as  to  make  him  less  capable  of  work  of  any  description, 
or  which  in  its  ordinary  progress  will  diminiali  the  natural 
usefulness  of  the  animal;  or  if  the  horse  has,  either  lErom 
disease  or  accident,  imdei^ne  any  alteration  of  structure, 
that  either  actually  does  at  the  time,  or  in  its  ordinary 
effects  will  diminish  the  natural  usefulness  of  the  horse, 
such  horse  is  unsound.    If  the  cough  actually  existed  at 
the  time  of  the  sale  as  a  disease,  so  as  actually  to  diminish 
the  natural  usefulness  of  the  horse  at  that  time,  and  to 
make  him  then  less  capable  of  immediate  work,  he  was 
then  unsound;  or  if  you  think  the  cough,  which  in  £»ct 
did  afterwards  diminish  the  usefulness  of  the  horse,  existed 
at  all  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  you  will  find  for  the  plaintiff. 
I  am  not  now  delivering  an  opinion  formed  on  the  moment 
on  a  new  subject :  it  is  the  result  of  a  full  previous  consi' 
deration/'    That  is  the  rule' I  have  always  adopted  and 
acted  on  in  cases  of  unsoundness :  although,  in  so  doing,  I 
differ  from  the  contrary  doctrine  laid  down  by  my  brother 
Coleridge,  in^the  case  of  Bolden  v.  Brogden,  which  has  been 
referred  to.    I  think  the  word  ''  sound''  means  what  it 
expresses,  namely,  that  the  animal  is  sotmd  and  free  from 
disease  at  the  time  he  is  warranted  to  be  sound.    If,  in- 
deed, the  disease  were  not  of  a  nature  to  impede  the 
natural  usefulness  of  the  animal  for  the  purpose  for  which 
he  is  used,  as  for  instance,  if  a  horse  had  a  slight  pimple 
on  his  skin,  it  would  not  amount  to  an  unsoundness :  but 
even  if  such  a  thing  as  a  pimple  were  on  some  part  of  the 
body  where  it  might  have  that  effect,  as  for  instance,  on  a 
part  which  would  prevent  the  putting  a  saddle  or  bridle  on 
the. animal,  it  would  be  different.    An  argument  has, 
however,  been  adduced  from  the  sUghtness  of  the  disease 
and.  facility  of  cure ;  but  if  we  once  let  in  considerationa 
of  that  kind,  where  are  we  to  draw  the  line  ?    A  horse  may 
have  a  cold,  which  may  be  cured  in  a  day ;  or  a  fever, 
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which  may  be  cored  in  a  week  or  month :  and  it  would  be  fi«?*-  V  i*fc«. 

1842 
difficult  to  say  where  to  stop.    Of  course^  if  the  disease  be 

slight,  the  unsoundness  is  proportionably  so,  and  so  also 
ought  to  be  the  damages :  and  if  they  were  very  incon- 
siderable, the  Judge  might  still  certify  under  the  statute 
of  Elizabeth  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  costs.  But  on  the 
question  of  law,  I  think  the  direction  of  the  Judge  in  this 
case  was  perfectly  correct,  and  that  this  verdict  ought  not 
to  be  disturbed.  Were  this  matter  presented  to  us  now 
for  the  first  time,  we  might  deem  it  proper  to  grant  a  rule, 
but  the  matter  has  been,  we  think,  settled  by  previous 
cases :  and  the  opinion  which  we  now  express  is  the  result 
of  deliberate  consideration. 

Aldbrson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  word 
''sound''  means  90undf  and  the  only  qualification  of  which 
it  is  susceptible,  arises  lErom  the  purpose  for  which  the 
warranty  is  given.  K,  for  instance,  a  horse  is  purchased 
to  be  used  in  a  given  way,  the  word  ''  sound''  means  that 
.the  animal  is  useful  for  that  purpose;  and  ''unsound" 
means  that  he  at  the  time  is  affected  with  something  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  impieding  that  use.  K  the  disease 
be  one  easily  cured,  that  will  only  go  in  mitigation  of 
damages.  It  is,  however,  right  to  make  to  the  definition 
of  unsoundness  the  addition  my  brother  Parke  has  made, 
namely,  that  the  disqualification  for  work  may  arise  either 
from  disease  or  accident :  and  the  doctrine  laid  down  by 
him  on  this  subject,  both  to-day,  and  in  the  case  of  Coates 
V.  Stevens,  is  not  new  law;  it  is  .to  be  found  recognised 
by  Lord  EUenboraugh  and  other  Judges  in  a  series  of 


Gurnet,  B.,  and  ^Rolfs,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused.  . . 
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Exeh.  <f  Pleat, 
1842. 

April  21.  Wild  and  Two  Others  t;.  Holt. 

intrnpaufor  XBESFASS  for  breaking  and  entering  a  mine  in  the 

enterin/the  possession  of  the  plaintiffs  and  one  Edward  Stelfox^  in  the 

allduSn"'"*  lifetime  of  Stelfox,  and  taking  coals  therefrom.  Pleas,  first, 

coals,  evidence  not  guilty ;  sccondlj,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  possessed 

the  plaintiff  in  of  the  mine  in  the  declaration  ma:itioned :  on  which  issnea 

thetame^ne,  ^^^  joined.    At  the  trial  before  Ro^e,  B.,  at  the  last 

yai^'^onhP^  liveipool  Assizcs,  the  plaintiffs  claimed  to  be  possessed  as 

place  of  the  the  suTYiving  assignccs  of  certain  leases  of  the  mine  in 

alleged  trespasSy 

coupled  with  qucstion,  granted  by  Lord  SufSield,  bat  failed  to  derive  a 
Uiedefendan^  title  under  thoso  leases.  The  plaintifis  then  proved,  that 
Aa^c^L^Md*^'  at  the  time  of  the  allied  trespass  they  were  working  the 
was  wiUing  to  coals  within  about  80  yards  of  the  spot  where  the  trespass 
mount  as  should  was  Committed ;  and  that  the  defendant  had  admitted  that 
arbhradon^  was  ^®  ^^  S^^  ^^®  ^^f  '^^  ^^  exprcssod  lus  wiUiiigiiess  to 
held  to  be  evi-    ^^y  g^^  amount  as  should  be  settled  by  arbitration.    It 

denceofthe         ^  *'  ^ 

plaintiff's  being  was  provcd  that  the  espense  of  getting  each  quarter  of 

the'^piace  where  ooals  amounted  to  Am.  M.,  which  inchided  a  payment  to 

S^ittJS!"'"  ^'^  Suffidd  of  2*.  6rf.,  under  the  name  of  quarterage. 

In  trespass  ^e  valuc  of  the  coals  taken  by  the  defendant  was  esti** 

for  taking  coals 

from  the  plain-  mated  at  £748,  being  calculated  at  £1  per  quarter.  For 
whera^e^e-  ^®  defendant,  it  was  contended  that  there  was  no  sufficient 
fendant  is  a       evidence  of  tiic  joint  possession  of  the  mine  by  the  plain* 

mere  wrong-  i»  x-  a  t 

doer,  the  mea-  tiffs,  and  that  they  ought  therefore  to  be  nonsuited ;  or,  at 
is  the  TaiurST  aU  evcuts,  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  deduct  the 
time'^erth'ey  ^9.  6dL  per  quarter,  the  expense  of  getting  the  coals.  The 
^h^  *lI"1!!^^  learned  jndge  thought  there  was  evidence  to  go  to  the 
defendsjit  u  not  jury  of  the  plaintiffs*  possession,  and  directed  them,  if  they 
deduction  for^  "^^^  satisfied  of  that  fact,  to  return  a  verdict  for  £748. 
^tt?n^hJ^!*or  "^"^  J'^  thereupon  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  that  sum, 
for  a  rent  pay.    and  the  learned  judge  reserved  leave  to  the  defendant  to 

able  to  the 

mine-owner  on  movc  to  enter  a  uousuit,  or  to  reduce  the  damages  to  1«., 
Se^mSe.^"     or  to  reducc  them  by  deducting  the  4».  6rf.  per  quarter. 


SA8TBK  TSRM;  5   VICT.  678 

KnowleB  now  moTed  accordingly. — No  title  having  been  ^Zso^*  ¥  ^f^* 
proTcd  by  the  plaintiffs  nnder  the  leases  granted  by  Lord 
Snffield^  their  case  mnst  stand  on  the  proof  of  their  qp* 
parent  possession  of  the  mine,  and  on  the  supposed  admis- 
sion of  the  defendant.  Bnt  that  statement  did  not  admit 
a  joint  possession  in  the  four  parties  in  whose  right  the 
plaintiffs  claimed.  And  the  working  on  a  part  of  the  land 
so  far  distant  from  the  place  of  the  alleged  trespass  is  no 
proof  of  their  title  to  the  land  trespassed  on,  bnt  only 
shews  a  possession  of  the  part  in  whidi  tiiey  actually 
worked.  It  would  have  been  diflRsxent  if  there  had  been 
proof  of  a  lease  giving  them  the  whole  mine,  and  defining 
its  limits,  as  in  the  ease  of  Taylor  v.  Parrg  (a).  It  may 
be  that  the  lessees  had  granted  them  a  license  to  work  a 
particular  part  of  the  mine  only. 

At  all  events,  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  deduct  the 
expense  of  getting  the  coal,  including  the  quarterage  rent, 
or  at  least  the  latter.  [Parke,  B. — ^The  case  of  MarHn  t* 
Porter  (6)  establishes  that,  as  against  a  wrong*doer,  no 
such  abatement  ought  to  be  made,  but  that  the  jury  are  at 
liberty  to  give  as  damages  the  full  value  of  the  coals  when 
they  first  ezirt  as  chattels,  in  consequence  of  the  trespassu 
Where  there  is  a  real  disputed  title,  it  is  different.]  Lord 
Suffidd  may  come  upon  the  defendant  again  for  the  quar- 
terage, notwithstanding  this  Yerdict.  IParie,  B. — ^No; 
the  payment  under  it  will  be  good  evidence  as  against 
him,  or  any  body  claiming  under  his  lease.]  But  the 
plaintifis  were  only  bound  to  pay  the  quarterage  on  the 
coal  thejf  got;  the  verdict,  therefore,  gives  them  more 
than  its  full  value.  [Boffe,  B« — ^When  they  have  recovered 
the  value  from  you,  they  will  have  got  it,  and  wiU  be  liable 
to  the  quarterage  on  it.] 

Paeke,  B. — ^I  think  that,  coupling  the  evidence  of  the 
(a)  1  Man.  &  Gr.  605  ;  1  Scott,  N.  R.  576. 
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Exch.  0/  piMt,  plaintiflB'  working  in  different  parts  of  the  mine  with  the 
N      y  *   ^     defendant's  admissions^  there  clearly  was  evidence  for  the 

Wild        j^yy.  ^f  ^^^  plaintiffs  being  in  possession  of  the  whole  mine. 

Holt.  Then  as  to  the  damages^  the  jniy  are  at  liberty  to  give  the 
full  valne  of  the  ooals^  calcnlated  at  the  time  when  they 
first  exist  as  chattels,  withoat  deducting  the  expense  of 
getting  them,  according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  case 
of  Martin  v.  Porter ,  which  is  a  very  salutary  one,  because 
the  parties  must  know— at  least  ihqr  may  know  by  proper 
dialling — ^that  they  are.  trespassing  on  tiieir  neighbours' 
property.  And  the  defendant  is  not  entitled  to  any  de- 
duction in  respect  of  the  rent  payable  to  Lord  Snffield, 
because  he  will  be  entitled  to  quarterage  on  the  coals  when 
their  value  has  been  recovered  by  the  plaintiflb. 

Aldbrson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  ^th  re- 
spect to  the  evidence,  in  the  first  place,  the  statement  of 
the  defendant  is  an  admission  that  the  place  where  he  got 
the  coals  belongs  to  the  mine  which  the  plaintiffs  are 
working.  And  I  think  the  act  of  ownership  exercised  in 
one  part  of  the  mine  is  evidence  of  the  plaintiffs  being  in 
possession  of  the  other  part.  The  effect  of  that  act  cannot 
be  confined  to  the  very  spot  firom  which  the  party  is  ex- 
hausting the  mineral.  It  might  as  well  be  said,  that  when 
a  man  stands  on  the  surface  of  a  field,  he  is  eseroising  an 
act  of  ownership  upon  that  part  only  on  whadi  his  foot 
rests.  C!oupling  these  two  fiiicts  together,  I  think  there 
was  quite  sufficient  evidence  for  the  jury  of  tiie  pfadntiffB 
being  in  possession  of  the  spot  trespassed  on.  As  to  the 
amount  of  damages,  I  quite  concur  with  my  brother  Parke. 

GuRNBY,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  refused. 
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indeed,  there  are  no  other  soms  of  money  for  which  the  'Sve*.  pf  pimj, 

1842 
oommiBuoners  could  sue  by  yirtue  of  the  act.    Then  will  - 

an  action  of  debt  lie  in  tiiis  case  ?  Now  it  ia  laid  down  in  Goodt 
Comyns's  Digest,  Dett,  (A.  1),  that ''  debt  lies  upon  every  Pbmmy. 
contract  in  deed  or  in  law ;''  and  one  instance  given  is 
this, — ''Upon  the  stat.  28  Eliz.  c  \  which  says,  the 
sheriff  shall  take  for  his  fees  no  more  than  \U.  for  every 
20».  under  £100,  and  6J.  for  every  20».  above  £100,  the 
sheriff  shall  have  debt  for  his  fees.'^  The  duties,  there- 
fore, being  under  this  act  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioners, 
an  action  of  debt  lies  by  them  or  their  clerk.  Secondly,  it  is 
objected  that,  as  the  commissioners  have  once  lowered  the 
tolls,  they  cannot  afterwards  raise  them  again.  But  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  quite  an  erroneous  construction  of  the 
act.  It  must  be  implied  that,  in  cases  of  exigency,  the 
rates  may  be  varied,  the  charges  for  which  the  commis- 
sioners have  to  provide  being  of  an  uncertain  nature ;  and 
what  reason  can  there  be,  because  the  rates  have  been  once 
lowered,  that,  in  a  case  of  necessity,  they  cannot  be  raised 
again?  Thirdly,  I  do  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  apply 
to  the  justices  to  apportion  the  rates.  The  stat.  5  &  6 
Will.  4,  c.  63,  s.  14,  applies  only  to  cases  of  fixed  con- 
tracts or  payments,  which  cannot  be  varied  by  the  parties, 
and  to  tolls  or  rates  payable  according  to  the  weights  and 
measures  previously  in  use.  In  such  cases,  the  proportions 
are  to  be  adjusted  by  the  isesdons.  But  the  act  does  not 
apply  to  such  a  case  as  this,  where  the  commissioners  have 
power  to  vary  the  tolls,  and  where  they  have  actually  fixed 
the  amount  since  the  passing  of  the  act. 

Alderson,  B.,  Gubnet>  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,.  concurred. 

Bule  refused. 
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April  20. 

In  an  action  on 
the  case,  for  pi- 
rating an  en- 
graving.brought 
under  the  stat 
17  Geo.  S, 
c.  67»  which 
gives  a  right  of 
action  against 
any  one  who 
shall  copy  any 
print  **  in  the 
whole  or  in 
part,  by  vary- 
ing, adding  to, 
or  diminishing 
from,  the  main 
design,"  the 
Judge  directed 
the  jury  to  con- 
sider whether 
the  defendant's 
engraving  was 
substantially  a 
copy  of  the 
plaintilTs:^ 
Held,  that  this 
direction  was 
correct. 


MooBE  V.  Clarke. 

1  HIS  was  a  special  action  on  the  case^  under  the  stat.  17 
Geo.  3^  c.  57,  for  pirating  an  engraving  of  the  plaintiff's. 
It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  publisher  and  pro* 
prietor  of  an  engraving  of  the  portrait  of  a  celebrated  mare 
caUed  "  Bee's-Wing,"  and  the  defendant  was  the  printer 
and  publisher  of  a  work  called  **  Tom  Spring's  Life  in  Lon- 
don." The  alleged  piracy  was  by  a  woodcut  in  the  defend* 
anfs  publication,  professing  to  be  a  *'  portrait  of '  Corona- 
tion/ winner  of  the  Derby,  1841,*'  which  bore  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  plaintiff's  engraving,  and  was  alleged  to 
be  a  copy  of  it,  varying  only  in  the  direction  in  which  the 
animal  was  proceeding,  and  a  slight  alteration  in  the  dress 
of  the  jockey.  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  directed  the  jury  to 
consider  whether  the  main  design  of  the  plaintiff's  en- 
graving had  been  copied,  and  whether  the  defendant's  en- 
graving was  substantially  a  copy  of  the  plaintiff's;  and 
secondly,  whether  the  plaintiff  had  sustained  any  damage. 
The  jury  found  that  the  defendant's  engraving  was  not  a 
copy  of  the  plaintiff's,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  sus- 
tained any  damage ;  and  thereupon  returned  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant. 


Knowks  now  movcki  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  of  mis- 
direction. It  was  not  necessary,  to  bring  the  case  within 
the  act  of  Parliament,  that  the  defendant's  print  should  be 
an  exact  copy  of  the  plaintiff's.  The  17  Geo.  8,  c.  57,  enacts, 
*'  That  if  any  engraver,  etcher,  printseller,  or  other  person, 
shall,  within  the  time  limited  by  the  recited  acts  of  the  8 
Greo.  2,  and  7  Geo.  8,  or  either  of  them,  engrave,  etch,  or 
work,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  engraved,  etched,  or 
worked,  in  mezzotinto,  or  chiaro  oscuro,  or  otherwise,  or 
in  any  other  manner  copy  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  hyvary- 
'*vg,  adding  to,  or  diminishing  from  the  main  dengn,  or  shall 
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print,  repriflity  or  import  for  sate^  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  Back,  qf  Pk9». 
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printed,  reprinted,  or  imported  for  sale,  or  shall  publish, 
sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  pub-  Moots 
lished,  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  o4  any  copy  or  copies  of  Glaus. 
any  histmcal  print  or  prints,  or  any  print  or  prints  of  any 
portrait,  conversatioD,  landscape,  or  architecture,  map, 
chart,  or  plan,  or  any  print  or  prints  whatsoeyer,  which 
hath  or  have  been,  or  shall  be  engraved,  etched,  dnuvn,  or 
designed,  in  any  part  of  Oieat  Britain,  without  the  express 
oonsent  of  the  proprietor  or  proprietors  thereof  first  had 
and  obtained  in  writing,  signed  by  him,  her,  or  them  re- 
qpeetivdy,  with  his,  her,  or  their  own  hand  or  hands,  in  the 
presence  of  and  attested  by  two  or  more  credible  witnesses, 
thai  eveiy  sucb  proprietor  or  proprietors  shall  and  may, 
by  and  in  a  special  action  upon  the  case,  to  be  brought 
against  the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  recover  such 
damages  as  a  jury  on  the  trial  of  such  action,  or  on  the 
execution  of  a  writ  of  inquiry  thereon,  shall  give  or  assess, 
tc^ether  with  double  costs  of  suit/'  Now  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  the  piracy  should  be  an  exact  copy  in  eveiy  re- 
spect, because  the  act  says  in  ike  whok  or  in  part ;  and  al- 
though the  jury  found  that  the  plaintiff  had  sustained  no 
damage,  that  did  not  affect  his  titie  to  sue.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  whole  design  should 
be  copied,  to  bring  the  case  within  the  act.  [Parke^  B. — 
The  act  only  gives  a  remedy  by  action  for  such  damages  as 
the  plaintiff  has  sustained.]  The  plea  is  not  guilty,  and 
the  defendant  has  not  pleaded  to  the  damage ;  and  it  is  a 
question  well  worth  considering,  whether  he  ought  not  to 
have  done  so,  to  entitle  himself  to  take  the'objection  that  the 
plaintiff  has  not  sustained  any  damage.  [Parke,  B. — We 
will  look  into  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  consider  the  case.] 
On  the  following  day  (April  21}  tiie  judgment  of  the 
Court  was  delivered  by 

Paeks,  B. — In  this  case  the  objection  to  the  Lord  Chief 
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Exeh.  nf  PiMif  Baron*8  direction  was,  that  he  told  the  jury  to  consider  whe- 
^  '  -     ther  the  defendant's  print  was  substantially  a  copy  of  the 
MooRB        plaintiff's.  We  think  that  direction  correct,  and  in  accord-- 
Clarkb.       ance  with  the  act  of  Parliament.    Whether  the  print  be  an 
exact  copy,  and  whether  the  variations  are  altogether  im- 
material, is  not  for  us  to  consider ;  that  was  a  question  for 
the  jury,  and  one  which  they  have  determined,  and  the 
motion  is  not  made  on  the  ground  of  the  verdict  being 
against  the  evidence.  That  being  the  case,  the  other  point, 
as  to  the  plaintiff's  right  of  maintaining  an  action  where 
he  has  sustained  no  actual  damage,  does  not  arise.    Per- 
haps, if  the  piracy  were  established,  the  law  would  imply 
damage;  but  that  point  does  not  arise  here,  and  therefore 
it  is  unnecessary  to  deliver  an  opinion  upon  it.     There  will 

be  no  rule. 

Rule  refused* 


Joshua  Field  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife,  Executrix  of  Johk 
Stockdale,  deceased,  i;.  Allen  (a). 

To  tn  action  of  xJeBT,  in  the  sum  of  £115,  for  money  had  and  received 
band  and  wife,  ^7  ^^  defendant  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  Joshua  and 
In  right  of  the    }^^  ^mSe.  as  exccutrix,  and  on  an  account  stated  between 

wife  as  exectt* 

trix,  for  money   them. 

ceiTed,  the  de-  Plcas, — ^as  to  the  scvcral  sums  of  money  in  the  declaration 
^^\o£U,  mentioned,  &c.,  except  as  to  £80  parcel  thereof,  nunquam 
that  that  sum     indebitatus;  on  which  issue  was  joined.    And  as  to  the 

was  part  of  the  '  "* 

prices  receiTed   said  sum  of  £80,  payment  into  Court  of  that  sum,  which 

by  him  upon 
the  sales  of  two 

horses  of  the  testator,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  pl^tiA  to  ht  administered,  and  which, 
under  an  authority  giTen  by  them  to  the  defendant,  were  sold  by  him  in  his  own  name,  aud 
warranted  sound  to  the  respective  purchasers  [uaming  four  persons] ;  that  at  the  time  of  the 
sales  the  horses  respectively  were  unsound ;  that  the  defendant,  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of 
the  money  until  he  paid  the  same  as  after  mentioned,  was  indebted  to  the  plidntiA  in  the  sum 
of  £96,  payable  on  request,  for  the  said  money  so  received  by  him  for  their  use,  and  always  was 
ready  and  willing  to  pay  it  to  them ;  and  that  after  he  so  became  indebted,  and  before  the 
commencement  of  the  suit,  he  was,  by  reason  of  the  breaches  of  the  warranties  as  to  the  said 
horses,  compelled  by  the  said  persons  who  so  purchased  them,  without  any  fault  on  his  part,  to 
repay,  and  did  necessarily  repay,  to  them  the  said  sum  o(£Z6,  and  the  residue  of  the  prices* 
whereby  the  said  debt  of  £36  waa  discharged : — Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the  plea  was  no 
answer  to  the  action. 

(0)  Thii  case  waa  decided  in  HUaiy  Term,  Jon.  17. 
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was  taken  out  by  the  plaintiffs.    And  as  to  the  snm  of  Xteh  tf  PUtu, 
£86,  parcel  of  the  money  in  the  first  connt  mentioned,  ' 

and  other  than  and  distinct  lErom  the  said  som  of  dE80, 
that  the  said  sum  of  £86  was  part  of  the  prices  by  him 
the  defendant  received  for  and  upon  the  sales  hereafter 
mentioned  of  certain,  to  wit,  two  horses,  which  were  of  the 
said  John  Stockdale  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  which, 
at  the  respectiye  times  of  the  giving  of  the  authority  and 
making  of  the  sales  hereinafter  mentioned,  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  as  execu- 
trix as  aforesaid,  to  be  administered,  and  which  said  horses, 
under  and  by  virtue  of  an  authority  before  then,  to  wit, 
on  the  day  and  year  in  the  first  count  mentioned,  to  him 
the  defendant  in  that  behalf  by  the  said  Joshua  and  Eliz- 
abeth  his  wife,  as  executrix  as  aforesaid,  given,  were  by  the 
defendant,  before  then  also,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  respectively 
sold  in  his  the  defendant's  own  name  as  the  seller  thereof, 
and,  upon  those  sales,  and  by  the  terms  thereof  respect- 
ively, warranted  to  the  respective  purchasers  thereof,  to 
wit,  [naming  four  persons]  to  be  sound  at  the  respective 
times  of  the  said  sales  thereof  respectively.  And  the  de- 
fendant further  says,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  said  sales  re- 
spectively, the  said  horses  respectively  were  not  sound, 
but  on  the  contrary  thereof,  were  then  respectively  un- 
sound. And  the  defendant  further  says,  that  he  the  de- 
fendant was,  from  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  said  sum  of 
£36  until  he  paid  the  same  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  in- 
debted to  the  said  Joshua  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  as 
executrix  as  aforesaid,  in  the  said  sum  of  £86,  payable  on 
request,  for  the  said  money  so  received,  and  which  was  so 
as  aforesaid  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  said  Joshua 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  as  executrix  as  aforesaid*  And  the 
defendant  further  says,  that  at  and  from  the  time  when  he 
the  defendant  so  as  aforesaid  became  and  was  indebted 
to  the  said  Joshua  and  Elizabeth,  as  executrix  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  said  sum  of  £86,  until  he  paid  the  same  as  herein- 
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rf  PUm,  titer  mentioned^  he  the  defendant  always  constantly  was 
^      ^     ready  and  willing  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  £85  to  the  said 
FisLD        Joshna  and  Elisabeth^  as  executrix  as  aforesaid;  and  that^ 
Alun.       after  he  so  became  indebted  as  last  aforesaid,  and  before 
the  commencement  of  this  suit,  and  after  the  said  sales,  to 
witj  on  &c.,  he  the  defendant  was,  by  reason  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  said  breaches  of  the  said  respective  war- 
ranties as  to  the  said  horses  respectiyely,  compelled  by 
the  said  persons  who  so  purchased  the  said  horses  respec- 
tively, without  any  fault  or  impropriety  on  the  behalf  of 
him  the  defendant,  to  repay,  and  then  did  necessarily 
and  unavoidably  repay  to  them  the  said  purchasers,  as  well 
the  said  sum  of  £85,  part  of  the  said  prices  as  aforesaid,  as 
also  the  residue  of  the  said  prices,  whereby  the  said  debt 
of  £85  was  discharged. — ^Verification. 

To  the  last  plea  the  plaintifih  demurred  specially,  as- 
signing for  causes  (inter  alia),  that  the  defendant  has 
thereby  confessed  that  he  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  sum  of  £85,  and  yet  has  not  shewn  any  sufficient 
matter  of  discharge  or  excuse  for  the  non-payment  of  the 
aame :  that  the  plea  neither  travenes,  nor  confesses  and 
•voids,  the  matter  in  the  declaration  alleged  as  to  the  said 
£85.  That  it  does  not  distinctly  appear  from  the  plea 
that  the  drfendant  had  any  authority  from  the  plaintiffs  to 
warrant  the  horses  therein  mentioned  to  be  sound;  that, 
although  it  is  averred  that  the  horses  were  sold  in  the 
same  ^the  defendant  by  the  an^ority  of  the  plaintiffs,  it 
is  not  stated  that  they  were  warranted  sound  by  their  au- 
thority, «r  with  their  knowledge.  That  the  plea  is  uncer- 
iMun,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  set  ferfh  with  sufficient  clear- 
ness to  whom  each  of  the  said  horses  was  sold;  but  whereas 
it  appears  from  the  plea  that  they  were  sold  at  different 
times,  and  under  different  contracts,  it  does  not  appear 
whether  they  were  sold  to  the  same  persons,  or  to  different 
persons,  or  to  which  cf  the  said  persons  one  of  the  said 
horses  was  sold,  and  to  which  the  other ;  and  the  plaintiffs 
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cannot  safehr  take  issue  as  ta  the  sale  of  the  said  horses  or  Mxeh,  rf  PUtu, 

1R49 

either  of  them,  as  averred  in  the  plea ;  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  whom  the  several  warranties^  as  set  forth  in  the 
plea,  were  given,  or  who  the  parties  were,  whether  jointly 
or  separately,  who  were  entitled  to  enforce  or  sue  upon 
the  said  warranty :  and  whereas  the  sale  of  each  horse, 
and  the  warranty  of  each  horse,  and  the  unsoundness  and 
return  of  each  horse,  involved  an  entirely  distinct  issue,  the 
defendant  has  confounded  the  sale,  warranty,  unsoundness, 
and  return  of  the  two  horses  together,  so  as  to  make  it 
iinsafe  for  the  plaintiff  to  take  issue  upon  any  of  those 
points,  with  respect  to  either  horse  singly,  &c.  &c.  That 
it  does  not  appear  by  the  plea  that  the  money  therein 
mentioned  was  repaid  at  the  request  or  by  the  desire  or 
consent  of  the  plaintiffs,  or  that  the  defendant  was  under 
any  legal  compulsion  to  refund  tiie  prices  of  the  said 
horses,  &c.  That  the  plea  amounts  to  the  general  issue, 
&c.  &c. — Joinder  in  demurrer. 

(yMaUejfj  in  support  of  the  demurrer. — ^The  plea  is  bad. 
It  does  not  distinguish  between  the  sale  of  one  horse  and 
of  the  other,  and  gives  no  accurate  description  of  the  con- 
tract as  to  either :  it  does  not  state  the  price  of  each,  or 
the  parties  to  whom  each  was  sold ;  so  that  the  plaintiff 
cannot  take  a  distinct  issue  as  to  the  sale  or  warranty  of 
the  one  horse  for  which  the  £35  was  paid.  [Lord  Abinger, 
C.  B. — It  does  not  appear  which  horse  was  unsound,  or  to 
which  purchaser  the  money  was  returned.]  No;  the  plea 
says  only  that  the  money  was  returned  "  to  the  respective 
purchasers  thereof,"  not  distinguishing  to  which.  Where 
a  party  proposes  to  set  out  in  pleading,  as  a  defence  to  an 
action,  a  contract  to  which  he  was  one  of  the  parties,  he 
ought  to  state  the  nature  and  terms  of  it  with  full  particu- 
larity. Here  the  plea  siets  forth  two  contracts  and  four 
persons,  and  does  not  shew  whether  either  was  made  with 
the  whole,  or  with  which  of  those  persons.    [Lord  Jbmgery 
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EjKh.  o/  PUoi.  C.  B.— Is  that  material?    Suppose  the  plea  proved  as  it 
^     ^  '  ^    is,  is  it  not  an  answer  to  tiie  action?]     If  a  party  seeks 


FisLD  to  dischai^  himself  by  a  contract,  he  ought  to  set  it  out 
Allin.  fiilly.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Yes,  if  it  be  a  contract 
with  the  plaintiff,  because  then  his  right  is  founded  on 
the  contract;  but  that  is  not  so  here.  But  the  plea  does 
not  state  that  tiie  horses  were  returned ;  and  if  so,  the 
defendant  was  not  bound  to  return  the  price.]  For  aught 
that  appears,  it  may  have  been  repaid  voluntarily :  the 
plea,  therefore,  does  not  shew  such  a  state  of  things  as 
'  4;hat  the  defendant  was  bound  to  return  the  money,  the 
contract  being  rescinded.  Street  v.  Blay  (a).  And  even 
if  it  had,  it  would  have  amounted  only  to  an  informal  plea 
t)f  set-off;  because  the  plaintiffs'  right  of  action  accrued 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  money  to  their  use.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  it  be  matter  of  dischacge,  it  amounts  to  nunquam 
indebitatus,  as  diewing  that  the  defendant  received  the 
money,  not  to  be  paid  over  absolutely  to  the  pUdntiflb  on 
request,  but  to  be  held  for  a  reasonable  time,  until  it  were 
ascertained  whether  the  horses  would  be  returned,  and  then 
to  be  paid  over. — ^The  Court  here  called  on 

Addison,  contra. — ^The  plea  does  not  amount  to  nunquam 
indebitatus,  because  it  admits  a  time  when  the  defendant 
was  indebted  to  the  plaintiffs  in  right  of  the  wife,  namely, 
during  the  interval  when  the  money  was  in  his  hands. 
Nor  is  it  strictly  a  plea  of  set-off.  It  resembles  the 
case  of  WaddUove  v.  Bamett  {b),  where  it  was  held,  that  in 
answer  to  a  count  for  use  and  occupation,  the  defendant 
might  give  in  evidence,  under  non  assumpsit,  that  the 
plaintiff  had  mortgaged  the  premises  before  the  defendant 
came  into  occupation ;  and  that  the  mortgagee  had  given 
notice  to  the  defendant  not  to  pay  the  plaintiff  any  sub- 
sequent rent.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^The  Court  do  not 
say  that  the  defence  might  have  been  pleaded  specially.] 

(a)  2  R  &  Adol.  4d6.  (6)  2  Bing.  N.  C.  538 ;  2  Scott,  763. 
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This  matter  oonld  not  be  pleaded  by  way  of  iti'^ff  to  the  &»*.  rf  Pkat, 
action  by  these  plaintiffs^  one  of  them  being  a  married 
woman,  who  could  not  contract  a  debt.  The  defendant 
conld  not  sue  them  jointly  on  any  cause  of  action  which 
has  accrued  since  the  coverture,  the  wife  being  incapable 
of  binding  herself.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Your  argument 
comes  to  this,  that  as  against  these  plaintiffs,  the  defend- 
ant could  not  discharge  himself  at  all.]  This  is  money 
which  under  the  circumstances  the  plaintiffs  never  had  a 
right  to  receive.  It  is  not  stated  that  the  horses  were  ever 
delivered  to  the  purchaser;  but  it  is  alleged  that  they  were 
sold  under  a  warranty  authorized  by  the  plaintiffs.  [AU 
derson,  B. — ^Does  that  sufficiently  appear  ?  (His  Lordship 
read  the  terms  of  the  plea.)]  It  states  that  the  horses 
were  sold  under  their  authority ;  but  if  one  of  the  terms  of 
such  sales  were  a  warranty  not  authorised  by  the  plaintiffs, 
the  sales  would  not  have  been  made  under  their  authority. 
All  the  terms  of  the  sales  must  have  been  taken  to  be  au- 
thorized by  the  plaintiffs :  and  this  action  is  an  adoption  of 
those  contracts  of  sale,  whatever  they  were.  [Lord  Abin^ 
geTy  C.  B. — Suppose  the  money  had  all  been  paid  over  to 
the  plaintiffs,  and  the  defendant  were  afterwards  sued  by 
the  purchaser  on  the  warranty,  and  obliged  to  repay  it; 
could  he  have  recovered  it  back  firom  the  plaintiffs?] 
Perhaps  not ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  he  cannot  dis« 
chaige  himself  in  order  to  avoid  circuity  of  action,  by  set- 
ting forth  drcums^ces  which  shew  that  they  had  no  right 
of  action  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit.  [Lord  Ahmr- 
ger,  C.  B. — How  can  he  destroy  their  vested  right  of 
action  by  applying  the  money  otherwise,  unless  he  have  a 
counter-right  of  action?  If  their  right  of  action  did  not 
subsist  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  it  is  only  because 
the  defendant  has  acquired  a  cross  right  by  payment  of  the 
money  on  their  account  and  for  their  benefit.  Aldersan,  B« 
— ^The  husband,  if  anybody,  is  liable  personally  to  the  defend- 
ant ;  how  them  can  he  set  off  the  claim  against  money  due 
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E*eh.  9f  PkQi,  from  him  to  the  husband  and  wife  in  anter  droit?]     K 
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'  ^     this  had  been  money  had  and  received  to  the  use  of  the 

FisLD        testator,  the  defendant  might  certainly  have  discharged 

Allim.       himself  by  such  a  plea;  and  it  is  |tn  action  brought  in 

right  of  the  testator. 

Lord  Abinosr,  C.  B. — ^The  very  principle  which  Mr. 
Addison  lays  down  shews  that  the  defendant  cannot  sue 
the  plaintift  for  this  claim ;  neither  can  he  set  it  off  to  an 
action  by  them.    The  plea  is  therefore  bad. 

Alderson,  B. — ^The  defendant  says  this  has  ceased  to 
be  money  had  and  received  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiffs,  be- 
cause he  has  subsequently  applied  it  to  the  payment  of  a 
sum  for  which  he  was  liable  for  a  breach  of  his  contract. 
That  is  no  answer  to  this  action. 

Gurnet,  B.j  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


c 
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Bxeh.  tf  PUatt 
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Bain,  registered  public  officer  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
England,  v.  CoorBE  and  Bbassinoton. 

jiprU  26,  28. 

OVENANT  on  a  guarantee  given  to  the  Commercial  To  an  mcUon  of 
Bank  of  England.    The  declaration  set  forth  a  guarantee  jdnuitock^  * 
signed  and  sealed  by  the  defendants,  whereby,  after  re-  ^[J^amhip"  on 
citing  that  S.  Mayer,  J.  Mawdesley,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  ^gvarmntee 

ffiv6n  by  tli6 

carrying  on  business  under  the  name  of  S.  Mayer  &  Co.,  defendant  tow- 
were  about  to  open  an  account  with  the  said  banking  co-  made^y^?* 
partnership,  the  defendants  covenanted  to  guarantee  the  JJ^Snd^B* **' 
copartnership  firom  all  loss  or  damage  thereby,  and  from  carrying  on  bu- 
all  sums  due  or  to  become  due  firom  Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  the  name  of 
copartnership.    The  declaration  then  averred  that  the  sum  JJ^n^jSnt  ^^ 
of  £2000  became  and  was  due  firom  Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  P>«»dcd,  that 

''  ^  by  indenture 

copartnership,  and  that  Mayer  &  Co.  did  not  pay  the  between  M., 

same;  and  alleged  as  a  breach  the  non-payment  by  the  oftbeftntpart, 

defendants  of  £1500,  part  thereof-    The  defendant  Cooper  ^Vhe  ^Sn^" 

pleaded  (inter  alia),  sixthly,  that  after  the  making  of  the  P^t  *°^  ^^e 

-t      f.        \  't  i.  Ti  tcveral  peraona 

said  deed-poll,  and  after  the  said  sum  of  money  had  be-  or  partnership 
come  due  firom  Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  copartnership  as  in  sbmi'drexecute 
the  declaration  mentioned,  by  an  indenture  made  between  ?**  •wd  inden- 

'  toref  being 

the  said  Samuel  Mayer,  the  said  Joseph  Mawdesley,  Ralph  creditora  of  m., 

JUaa    ^Joft   ADCl 

Lees,  and  the  said  Jesse  Bridgwood  of  the  first  part,  Hugh  b.,  of  the  third 
Henshall  Williamson,  Richard  Howard  Haywood,  and  Tm^iSer  «d* 
William  Malpass  of  the  second  part,  and  the  seyeral  per-  ^^^^  l?,**** 

co-partnership, 
released  M.,  Mm  L.,  and  B.Yflroin  all  actions,  debu,  frc  The  defendant,  in  support  of  his  plea,  gave 
in  evidence  a  conpoaitlon  deed,  made  between  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  of  the  first  part,  W.,  H., 
and  0.,  of  the  second  part,  and  the  several  persons  or  partnership  firms,  being  creditors  of  M., 
M.,  L.,  and  B^,  who  should  have  eieeuted  or  who  should  execute  the  aoid  composition  deed, 
of  the  third  part  The  deed,  after  reciting  that  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  were  indebted  to  W.,  H., 
Mid  0.,  and  to  the  several  parties  to  the  deed  of  the  third  part,  and  being  unable  to  pay  the 
aaid  debts,  had  conveyed  all  their  property  and  effecu  to  W.,  H.,  and  O.,  in  trust  for  payment 
of  their  debts,  stated,  that  in  consideration  thereof,  each  of  the  said  creditors,  parties  to  the 
aaid  deed  of  the  second  and  third  parta,  did  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  executors,  frc.,  and 
partners,  release  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  from  all  actions,  debu,  demands,  frc.  At  the  date  of  this 
release,  a  separate  debt  of  21,  15s,  waa  due  from  M.  to  H.,  and  H.,  at  the  date  of  the  release, 
was  a  shareholder  in  the  joint-stock  banking  co-partnership.  H.  executed  the  deed  in  his 
own  name: — Heldt  that  the  plea  was  not  proved,  the  release  from  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  not 
including  the  debt  due  from  M.  &  Co.  to  the  joint-stock  banking  company,  but  applying  only 
to  debts  due  to  such  partnership  firms  as  should  execute  the  deed  of  the  third  part. 
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^  Pira»»  sons  or  partnership  firms  who  should  execate  the  said  in- 

1842 

denture^  being  creditors  of  the  said  S.  Mayer,  J.  Maw- 

desley,  B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  of  the  third  part,  the 
said  B.  H.  Haywood,  then  being  a  member  of  and  a  part- 
ner in  the  said  banking  copartnership,  and  a  holder  of 
1000  shares  in  the  said  eopartnership,  and  then  being  also 
duly  authorized  by  the  said  copartnership,  for  himself,  and 
for  the  said  copartnership  and  his  partners,  did  acquit,  re- 
lease, and  for  ever  discharge  the  said  S.  Mayer,  J.  Maw- 
desley,  B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  from  all  actions,  claims, 
and  demands  whatsoever,  which  the  said  B.  H.  Haywood, 
the  said  copartnership  and  his  partners,  then  had  or  might 
have,  by  reason  of  the  said  debts  then  due  from  the  said  S. 
Mayer,  J.  Mawdesley,  B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  or  any 
of  them,  to  the  said  copartnership :  And  the  defendant 
says,  that  the  said  indenture  was  made  by  the  said  B.  H. 
Haywood,  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  him  the  said 
defendant,  by  means  whereof  he  became  and  was  wholly 
discharged  of  and  from  all  liability  in  respect  of  the  said 
guarantee  or  agreement,  in  respect  of  the  said  debt  or  sum 
of  money  alleged  to  be  so  due  and  owing  from  the  said  S. 
Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  said  copaitnership  as  aforesaid  — 
Verification. 

Beplication,  that  the  said  B.  H.  Haywood,  for  himself 
and  for  the  said  copartnership,  and  for  his  partners,  did 
not  acquit,  release,  or  discharge  the  said  S.  Mayer,  J. 
Mawdesley,  B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  or  any  of  them, 
in  manner  and  form,  &c. : — on  which  issue  was  joined. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger^  C.  B.,  at  the  London 
sittings  after  last  Michaelmas  term,  the  defendant  put  in, 
in  support  of  the  above  plea,  a  deed  of  composition,  dated 
7th  March,  1840,  made  between  Samuel  Mayer,  Joseph 
Mawdesley,  Balph  Lees,  and  Jesse  Bridgwood  of  the  first 
part,  Hugh  Henshall  Williamson,  B.  H.  Haywood,  and 
William  Malpass  of  the  second  part,  and  ''the  several 
other  persons  or  partnership  firms,  who  by  themselves  or 
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their  respectiYe  attomies  or  agents,  have  exeeated  or  shall  Batek.qfPkaif 

1842 
execute  these  presents^  being  creditors  of  the  said  S.  Mayer^ 

J.  Mawdesley^  B.  Lees^  and  J.  Bridgwood/^  of  the  third 
part.  This  deed^  after  reciting  that  S.  Mayer,  J.  Mawdesleji 
B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  had  carried  on  business  in  co* 
partnership  under  the  firm  of  Samuel  Mayer  &  Co.j  and 
being  indebted  to  the  said  H.  H.  Williamson,  B.  H.  Hay- 
wood, and  W.  Malpass,  and  to  the  several  parties  thereto 
of  the  third  part,  in  considerable  sums  of  money,  which 
they  were  unable  to  pay,  had  agreed  to  convey  the  whole 
of  their  property,  except  Sec.,  to  Williamson,  Haywood, 
and  Malpass,  in  trust  to  sell  the  same,  and  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds in  payment  of  the  several  sums  due  from  Mayer, 
Mawdesley,  Lees,  and  Bridgwood,  to  Williamson,  Hay- 
wood, and  Malpass,  and  the  several  other  persons  or  firms, 
parties  thereto  of  the  third  part,  and  after  proceeding  to 
convey  the  property  accordingly,  contained  the  following 
clause : — ''  In  consideration  whereof,  each  of  these  the 
said  creditors,  parties  hereto  of  the  second  and  thhrd  parts, 
doth  for  himself  and  herself,  his  and  her  heirs,  executors 
and  administrators,  and  partner  or  partners  respeetiyely, 
acquit,  release,  and  for  ever  discharge  the  said  S.  Mayer, 
J.  Mawdesley,  B.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  and  each  and 
every  of  them,  all  and  all  manner  of  action  and  actions, 
suit  and  suits,  cause  and  causes  of  action  and  suit,  claims 
and  demands  whatsoever,  which  they  the  said  creditors, 
and  their  partner  or  partners  respectively,  now  have,  or 
which  th^  or  any  of  them,  or  their  respective  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, or  administrators  respectively,  hereafter  may,  can, 
or  might  have,  chum,  diallenge,  or  demand,  for,  upon,  or 
by  reason  of  the  several  and  respective  debts  of  them  re- 
spectively, due  and  owing  from  the  said  S.  Mayer,  J.  Maw- 
desley, J.  Lees,  and  J.  Bridgwood,  or  any  of  them,  or  in 
•any  reUtion  thereto,  or  in  any  manner  howsoever."  This 
deed  purported  to  contain  also  an  assignment  by  Lees  of 
his  personal  estate,  by  ^ay  of  security  for  the  debts  of  the 
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Bxek.  qf  PiiMf  firm;  but  it  appeared  that  Lees  had  not  eiecuted  it.    At 
^^^'  ,    tiie  date  of  the  deed^  a  separate  debt  of  2L  l&i.  was  due 
Bain         fi^om  Mayer  to  Haywood^  and  the  snm  of  iElSOO  was 
GoopBs.       owing  from  Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  banking  company^  in 
which  Haywood  was  a  shareholder.    It  was  contended  for 
the  defendant;  that  the  deed  operated  as  a  release  of  the 
partnership  debt.    The  Lord  Chief  Baron^  however^  was  of 
opinion  that  the  plea  was  not  proved,  and  under  his  direc- 
tion a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  liberty  to 
the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for  him  upon  the 
sixth  issae. 

Ketty  having  obtained  a  rule  accordingly, 

Erie  and  Crwnplon  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  deed  pro- 
duced in  evidence  did  not  prove  a  release  of  the  debt  due 
from  Mayer  &  Co.  to  the  banking  copartnership,  as  alleged 
in  the  plea.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  nothing  to  satisfy 
the  Court  that  the  other  parties  did  not  intend  to  withhold 
the  operation  of  it  until  Ijees's  personal  property  had  been 
assigned  by  him.  [Parke,  B. — ^Then  it  should  have  been 
delivered  as  an  escrow.]  Until  all  parties  have  executed  it, 
where  the  act  of  any  one  farms  a  part  of  the  consideration 
for  the  execution  by  the  opposite  party,  it  is  no  valid  deed. 
Soprani  v.  Skurro  (a) ;  Com.  Dig.  Covenant,  (F.).  [Pftrie, 
B. — But  here  an  interest  passed  by  the  execution  by  the 
other  three].  On  this  point  Bo$e  v.  PauUon  {b),  Johnmm 
V.  Baker  (c),  and  DutUm  v.  Morrison  {d),  ware  ako  re* 
ferred  to. 

Secondly,  this  is  pleaded  as  a  release  to  the  tkree  persona 
mentioned  in  the  declaration,  of  the  debts  due  from  them ; 
whereas  the  deed  shews  that  thore  were  four  persona  in 
partnership,  and  that  the  debts  were  due  from  iliem.  The 
recitals  of  the  deed  clearly  confine  it  to  debts  from  the  firor 

(a)  Yelv.  18.  {e)  4  B.  &  Aid.  440. 

(5)  2  B.  &  Adol.  822.  (li)  17  Yes.  193;  1  Rase,  213. 
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jointly;  and  the  recital  ia  to  be  looked  to,  to  explain  and  B*cK  ^  PUoi, 
control  the  language  of  the  release  itsel£  Simom  v.  Jolm^ 
9Qn  (a) ;  Paykr  v.  Homersham  (i).  Again,  the  recital  8he¥rs 
that  the  debts  intended  to  be  released  were  the  debts 
owing  from  the  firm  to  Williamson,  Haywoodi  and  Ma^pmss 
in  their  private  capacity,  not  as  members  of  any  joint- 
stock  banking  company.  And  Haywood  executes  the  deed 
in  his  character  of  trustee — ^not  as  releasing  any  debt.  It 
does  not  even  extend  in  terms  to  debts  owing  to  them- 
selves and  others.  Who  are  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the 
composition?  The  three  parties  named,  and  "  the  several 
other  persons  or  partnership  firms,  who  by  themselves  or 
their  respective  attomies  have  executed  or  shall  execute 
these  presents  of  the  third  part,  being  creditors  ci  Mayer, 
tccJ*  Under  no  words  of  this  trust  could  the  bankiog 
company  be  entitled  to  receive  anything.  A  banking  co- 
partnership acts  by  its  jmblic  officer,  and  it  cannot  be 
presumed  that  a  private  member  of  the  company  intended 
to  release  a  debt  due  to  the  copartnership.  The  plea  alleges, 
indeed,  that  Haywood  had  the  authority  of  the  bank  to 
release  the  debt ;  but  there  was  no  proof  of  that  &ct, 

Ketty,  and  fF.  H.  fFation,  contri. — ^The  question  is  not 
whether  this  debt  was  released  in  point  of  law,  but  whether 
the  plea  was  proved  in  fact.  The  plea  follows  precisely 
the  words  of  the  releasing  part  of  the  deed.  JX  does  not 
say  that  the  release  was  of  the  debt  for  which  this  action 
is  brought,  but  applies  the  release  to  all  the  debts  due 
to  the  banking  copartnership.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  it 
is  a  clear  proposition  of  law,  that  if  one  of  several  partners 
execute  a  release  of  a  debt,  that  prevents  any  of  his  co- 
partners from  afterwards  suing  for  it*  Ruddoel^s  ca$e  (c). 
And  here  it  is  distinctly  alleged  in  the  plea,  that  Haywood 


(a)  3  B.  &  Adoi;i75.  (b)  4  M.  &  Sel.  423. 

(c)  6  lUp.  26. 
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£jreft.  4  Pleat,  had  aatbority  from  the  copartnership  to  release  their  debt» 
'  ^     which  is  not  denied  in  the  replication. 


Bain  It  ia  said^  indeed,  that  the  release  is  confined  to  the 

CoopBK.  separate  debt  due  to  Haywood,  and  that  the  general  terms 
of  the  operative  part  of  the  deed  are  to  be  controlled  by 
the  recital,  according  to  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  Payler 
y.  Homersham,  and  Simons  v.  Johnson.  The  principle  es- 
tablished by  those  cases  is  not  disputed.  But  the  question 
here  is,  whether,  taking  the  whole  instrument  together, 
there  is  anything  in  the  recitals  to  control  the  release  in 
this 'particular.  Haywood  executes  the  deed  oace  only: 
and  it  is  said  for  the  plaintiff,  that  that  must  be  taken  to 
have  been  in  his  character  of  party  of  the  second  part,  that 
is,  as  trustee  and  not  as  creditor :  but  there  is  no  authority 
for  that ;  if  it  were  so,  it  must  follow  that  a  party  under 
such  circumstances  must  execute  the  deed  twice  over. 
His  one  act  of  execution  binds  him  in  every  character  in 
which  he  is  described  in  the  deed ;  he  thereby  adopts  and 
binds  himself  by  the  whole  instrument.  It  is  urged,  that 
the  recital  excludes  the  supposition  of  the  release  applying 
to  debts  due  to  Haywood  jointly  with  others.  But  it  was 
not  necessary  to  name  him  specially  as  a  joint  creditor; 
his  release  operates  as  well  as  party  of  the  third  as  of  flie 
second  part ;  and  the  deed  is  very  general  in  its  terms,  and 
conveys  the  whole  joint  and  separate  property  of  the  four 
debtors.  How  can  it  be  said  they  are  not  to  have,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  absolute  and  general  release  from  the 
parties  who  thus  divest  them  of  all  their  property  ?  They 
could  never  intend  to  get  rid  of  a  debt  of  2/.  15^.,  but 
remain  liable  to  a  demand  of  £1600.  It  is  the  same 
as  if  Haywood  had  in  terms  said,  "I,  being  a  party  of  the 
second,  and  a  party  of  the  third  part,  do  for  myself  and  my 
partners  release."  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Those  only  who 
execute  for  themselves  and  their  partners,  release  for  their 
partners.  Besides,  a  man  does  not  usually  call  himself  a 
/Mir/fifT  in  a  banking  company.   Parke,  B. — ^The  only  pro- 
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vision  in  the  deed  is  for  the  satisfaction  of  persons  who^  or  Exeh,  of  Pleas, 
whose  firms,  have  executed  or  shall  afterwards  execute  .  ^^  '  . 
the  deed;  the  only  firm  which  can  take  a  provision  for  Bain 
the  payment  of  its  debts,  is  one  that  is  a  party  thereto  Cooper. 
of  the  third  part ;  therefore,  it  is  in  consideration  of  the 
provision  to  be  made  for  payment  of  the  firms  parties 
thereto  of  the  third  part,  that  the  three  parties  of  the  second 
part  release.  Each  releases  his  own  separate  debt,  and 
those  who  afterwards  execute  as  partners,  release  for  all  as 
partners :  but  the  payment  oi  firms  applies  only  to  those  who 
execute  of  the  third  part.]  If  a  person,  being  a  member 
of  a  partnership  firm,  executes  for  himself  and  his  partners, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  describe  him  as  a  partner,  and  as  exe- 
cuting for  them :  if  it  were  so,  then,  if  the  firm  were  mis- 
named, the  trustees  would  have  no  power  to  pay  that  par- 
ticular debt.  \Parke,  B. — It  must  be  taken  that  the  word 
''  partners  *'  means  such  partners  as  take  a  benefit  under 
the  deed ;  ».  e.  partners  of  such  firms  as  shall  subscribe  it  of 
the  third  part.]  The  Court  will  not  act  on  any  distinction 
between  a  joint-stock  and  any  other  partnership,  in  con- 
struing a  deed ;  they  are  equally  partners  in  law,  and  a 
release  is  equally  operative  in  either  case:  Brooks  v.  Stu* 
art  (a).  The  release  ought  to  be  construed  liberally,  inas- 
much as  the  debtors  part  with  all  their  property  in  con- 
sideration of  it. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  making  this  rule  absolute.  I  cannot  accede  to 
much  of  the  argument  which  has  been  urged  in  support 
of  it.  K  there  had  been  an  execution  of  the  deed  by  one 
person  who  was  a  partner  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word,  of  the  third  part,  and  it  had  appeared  that  there 
was  a  debt  due  to  him  individually,  and  also  to  the  firm  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  I  should  have  thought  that  it  im- 
ported a  release  only  of  his  individual  debt.    I  think  it 

(a)  9  Ad.  &  Ell.  854  ;  1  P.  &  D.  615. 
VOL.  IX.  B  B  B  M.  W. 
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Bxek.  of  Pleat,  was  meant  that  where  parties  released  for  firms,  they 

1842 

should  sign  for  their  firms^  and  where  for  themselves,  that 

they  should  sign  as  for  themselves  only.  But  this  case  is 
far  stronger;  because  the  recitals  of  the  deed,  and  all  the 
other  terms  of  it,  import  that  Haywood  was  a  party  to  it 
only  as  an  individual  creditor.  There  is  no  mention  of 
firms  introduced  until  the  deed  is  speaking  of  the  parties 
of  the  third  part.  But  to  suppose  that  he  signed  as  re- 
leasing for  the  joint-stock  banking  company  is  absolutely 
absurd.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  knew  a  word  about 
the  debt  owing  to  them:  and  even  if,  in  the  case  of  an  or- 
dinary partnership,  his  release  might  operate  on  behalf  of 
the  firm,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  would  extend  to  the 
case  of  a  joint-stock  company.  The  members  of  such  a  com- 
pany are  not  in  ordinary  parlance  partners;  and  why  should 
we  construe  a  deed  as  implying  by  that  term  the  members 
of  a  joint-stock  bank,  when  we  should  not  ordinarily  so  apply 
it  ?  The  words  of  a  deed  are  to  be  construed  like  those  of 
any  other  writing,  according  to  the  ordinary  use  and  ap- 
plication of  them.  The  members  of  such  a  company  are 
shareholders^  acting  by  means  of  directors,  and  having  no 
power  of  disposition  over  the  funds,  as  in  the  case  of  an 
ordinary  partnership.  Therefore,  in  order  to  wrest  this 
into  a  release  of  the  debt  of  the  banking  company,  we 
must  violate  entirely  the  ordinary  interpretation  of  words^ 
and  all  the  inferences  of  intention  arising  firom  the  recitals 
of  the  deed.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  plea 
has  not  been  proved,  and  that  this  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  also  clearly  of  opinion  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  discharged.  This  is  an  action  on  a  guarantee 
under  seal,  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  three  per- 
sons alleged  to  be  carrying  on  business  under  the  firm  of 
Mayer  &  Co.,  to  the  Commercial  Bank  of  England :  and 
the  question  is,  whether  the  release  given  by  Mr.  Haywood^ 
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who  was  a  member  of  the  banking  company^  to  Mayer  &  Ejceh.  rf  PUas, 
Co.  has  released  the  debt  due  from  them  to  the  com-  - 

pany.  The  question  arises  on  the  sixth  plea.  [His  Lord-  ^^^^ 
ship  stated  the  terms  of  the  plea.]  And  the  point  is^  Coofbr. 
whether  that  plea  was  supported  by  evidence  at  the  trial. 
Several  objections  have  been  taken  on  behalf  of  the  plain- 
tiff, but  I  think  it  sufficient  to  refer  to  one.  The  question 
is,  did  the  release  operate  as  a  discharge  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  banking  company  ?  That  depends  on  the  recitals  of 
the  deed,  and  on  the  language  of  the  whole  instrument 
taken  together.  [His  Lordship  read  the  recitals.]  Per- 
haps, according  to  the  strict  grammatical  construction, 
those  words  apply  only  to  joint  debts  due  from  Mayer  & 
Co.;  but  taking  them  to  include  the  separate  debts  of  each 
of  the  debtors,  they  then  proceed  to  convey  all  their  pro- 
perty to  trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  such  of  their  creditors, 
whether  individuals  or  partnership  firms,  as  have  executed 
or  shall  execute  the  deed  of  the  third  part ;  and  then  follows 
the  release,  on  the  terms  of  which  the  present  question 
arises.  That  is  in  these  words.  [His  Lordship  read  it.] 
Now,  even  supposing  the  word  "  partners  "  to  be  understood 
as  applying  not  merely  to  ordinary  commercial  partnership, 
but  also  to  joint-stock  companies, — which  I  quite  agree 
it  ought  not, — ^at  all  events  it  is  only  to  be  construed  as  ap- 
plying to  those  firms,  some  partner  of  which  should  exe- 
cute the  deed  of  the  third  part,  and  so  derive  a  benefit 
under  the  instrument.  The  execution  by  Haywood,  there- 
fore, is  not  a  release  of  any  partnership  debt,  but  only  of 
the  debt  due  to  him  individually.  But  I  agree  that,  even 
if  it  were  made  out  that  he  expressly  executed  for  his 
partners,  we  ought  to  construe  that  term  according  to  the 
ordinary  meaning  of  language ;  and  unless  there  be  some 
context  to  explain  it  otherwise,  or  there  be  no  other  joint 
debt,  it  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  include  a  joint-stock 
banking  company,  which  is  not  in  ordinary  parlance  a 
partnership,  although  certainly  the  members  are  in  law 

B  B  B  2 
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Exek,ofj>iea9,  partners.  However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  decide  that 
point,  although  I  quite  agree  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
in  his  view  of  it:  but,  on  the  other  ground  I  have  referred 
to,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  rule  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

Aldebson,  B.,  concurred. 

RoLFE,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  I  think  this 
case  may  be  disposed  of  on  this  short  ground, — ^that  there 
is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  deed  to  shew  that  the  par- 
ties meant  to  discharge  any  debts,  except  those  for  the 
payment  of  which  provision  was  made  by  the  deed.  If 
they  had  so  said  in  express  terms,  the  release  clearly  could 
apply  to  no  other ;  and  I  think  it  so  appears  by  necessary 
implication.  It  is  clear  that  they  never  intended  it  to 
apply  to  a  case  where  one  of  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
was  a  partner,  whether  of  an  ordinary  partnership  or  of  a 

joint-stock  company. 

Rule  discharged. 


AprU  2S.  RaPSON  V  CUBITT. 

The  defendant,  QaSE.     The  declaration  stated,  that  before  and  at  the 

a  builder,  waa  ' 

employed  by  time  of  the  Committing  of  the  grievances,  &c.,  the  plaintiff 

of  a  club  to  had  been  and  was  the  butler,  and  his  wife  the  housekeeper, 

aittradonrlf "  ^f  a  Certain  club,  called  the  Clarence  Club ;  that  the  de- 

the  club-house,  fendaut  had  been  and  was  retained  and  employed  to  exe- 

including  the  ^                     ^                      ^                            *^    / 

preparation  cutc  Certain  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  club- 

-fittings?  house,  and,  as  part  thereof,  to  make  certain  alterations  and 


improvements  in  the  gas-apparatus  and  gas-lights  therein : 


He  made  a  sub- 
contract with 

B.,  a  gas-fitter,  a^d  that  the  defendant  made  the  said  last-mentioned  altera- 

to  execute  this      .  .  ,  ,  ,.  ,  ,  i        v 

part  of  the  tious  With  such  gross  negligence  and  carelessness,  that  by 
omrse  of  "doing  means  thereof  the  gas  escaped  and  exploded  with  such  force 
it,  through  B.'s  ^j^^  violence  as  greatly  to  bum,  wound,  and  otherwise  injure 

negligence,  the  jo  ^  >  f  j 

gas  exploded,     the  plaintiff  and  his  wife.  Pleas,  first,  not  guilty ;  secondly, 

and  injured  the 

plaintiff: — 

Held,  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable  in  case  for  this  injury. 
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that  the  defendant  was  not  retained  and  employed  to  execute  Bxek.  q^PiMt» 

1842. 
the  said  alterations  and  improvements,  and,  as  part  there- 
of, to  make  the  said  alterations  in  the  gas-apparatus  and 
gas-lights,  in  manner  and  form,  &;c. :  on  which  issues  were 
joined. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  at  the  London 
sittings  after  the  last  Michaelmas  term,  it  appeared  that 
the  defendant,  a  builder,  had  contracted  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Clarence  Club  to  make  extensive  alterations 
and  improvements  in  the  club-house ;  and,  amongst  the 
rest,  to  prepare  and  fix  the  necessary  gas-fittings.  The 
defendant  made  a  sub-contract  with  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Bland,  a  gas-fitter,  to  execute  this  latter  portion  of  the 
work,  and  it  was  accordingly  performed  by  Bland.  Li 
consequence  of  the  omission  of  Bland,  or  some  of  his  ser- 
vants, to  turn  off  the  gas  from  a  pipe  on  the  staircase,  a 
large  quantity  of  it  escaped  therefrom  and  exploded,  very 
seriously  injuring  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife.  It  was  ob- 
jected for  the  defendant  (amongst  other  things)  that  he 
was  not  liable,  in  an  action  of  tort,  for  the  negligent  acts 
of  the  sub-contractor.  Bland.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  in- 
clined to  this  opinion,  but  declined  to  nonsuit;  and  in 
summing  up,  directed  the  jury  to  consider  whether  the 
injury  occurred  through  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
or  of  any  person  employed  by  him ;  and  the  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  £500,  leave  being  re- 
served to  the  defendant  to  move  to  enter  a  nonsuit. 

Biggs  Andrews  having  obtained  a  rule  nisi  accord*- 
ingly  (a),  citing  Stone  v.  CartwrigJU  {p),  and  Bush  v. 
Steinman  (c), 

(a)  He  obtained  a  rule  also  for  tion ;  but  on  this  point  the  Court 

arresting  the  judgment,    on    the  gave  no  judgment.   Langridge  v. 

ground  that  the  plaintiff,  not  being  Levy,  2  M.  &  W.  519,  was  refer- 

a  member  of  the  club  with  whom  red  to. 

the  defendant  had  contracted,  and  (6)  6  T.  R.  411. 

no  public  duty  being  imposed  upon  (0  ^  ^^^  &  P*  ^^* 
the  defendant,  had  no  right  of  ac- 
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Rceh.  ef  Pleat,      Piatt,  Soufiders,  and  Sir  /.  Bayley  now  shewed  cause. — 


1842. 


The  defendant  is  responsible  for  the  negligence  of  Bland^ 
who  was  employed  by  him.  The  case  falls  within  the  prin- 
ciple of  Witte  V.  Hague  (a),  where  an  engineer,  who  was 
employed  to  construct  a  steam-engine  boiler,  was  held 
liable  for  the  consequences  of  an  explosion  produced  by 
the  insufficiency  of  the  materials,  the  boiler  being  under 
the  management  of  his  servants.  [Aldersony  B. — ^There 
the  engine  was  worked  by  the  man  who  had  misconstructed 
it.  Parke,  B.,  referred  to  Quarman  v.  Burnett  (4).]  In 
Randleson  v.  Murray  (c),  the  defendants,  who  were  ware- 
housemen, engaged  a  master  porter  to  lower  a  barrel  of 
flour  from  their  warehouse;  and  during  the  process  of 
lowering  it,  the  barrel  fell  and  injured  the  plainti£F,  owing 
to  the  defectiveness  of  a  rope  furnished  by  the  master 
porter :  the  defendants  were  held  to  be  liable  for  the  in- 
jury. That  was,  equally  with  the  present,  the  case  of  a 
contract ;  and  shews  that  the  servant,  for  whose  acts  the 
employer  is  liable,  does  not  mean  a  menial  servant,  but 
any  one  who  is  performing  a  service  for  another  by  whom  he 
is  employed.  So,  in  Bush  v.  Steinman,  the  owner  of  a 
house,  who  had  contracted  with  a  workman  for  the  repair 
of  it,  was  held  to  be  responsible  for  an  injury  occasioned 
by  the  negligence  of  a  sub-contractor.  Heath,  J.,  there 
says, — "  I  found  my  opinion  on  this  single  point,  that 
all  the  sub-contracting  parties  were  in  the  employ  of  the 
defendant."  So  also,  in  Matthews  v.  The  West  London 
Waterworks  Company  (rf),  it  was  held  that  an  action  might 
be  maintained  against  the  company  by  a  person  who,  in 
passing  along  the  street,  had  been  injured  by  reason  of  the 
negligence  of  workmen  employed  by  persons  who  had  con- 
tracted with  the  company  to  lay  down  water-pipes.  [Lord 
Abinger,  C.  B. — ^There  the  defendants  caused  their  sub* 

(o)  2  Dowl.  «r  R.  33.  P.  239. 

(6)  6  M.  &  W.  499.  (d)  3  Carapb.  403. 

(e)  8  Ad.  &  £.  109;   3  N.  & 
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contractor  to  commit  a  public  nuisance.]     In  Bates  v«  ^^  ^^\^n^^* 

ling  (a),  the  general  principle  was  recognized,  that  any  one  ^ 

who  employs  another  to  do  an  act,  in  the  course  of  which  Rapsow 

he  commits  a  trespass,  is  equaUy  liable  with  him.  Cdbitt. 

B.  Andrews  and  J,  Henderson,  contra,  were  stopped  by 
the  Court. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — The  rule  must  be  absolute  to 
enter  a  nonsuit.  The  injury  was  occasioned  by  the  negli- 
gence of  Bland,  who  did  not  stand  in  the  relation  of  ser- 
vant to  the  defendant,  but  was  merely  a  sub-contractor 
with  him ;  and  to  him  the  plaintiff  must  look  for  redress. 
I  think  the  true  principle  of  law,  consistent  with  common 
sense,  was  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Quarman  y.  Burnett,  in 
which  all  the  previous  cases  on  this  subject  were  cited  and 
considered,  and  some  distinguished  and  some  overruled. 
I  have  always  been  of  the  same  opinion,  and  therefore  see 
no  reason  for  departing  from  that  decision. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  plaintiff  has 
his  remedy  against  Bland,  whose  negligence  was  the  cause 
of  the  injury;  if  he  attempts  to  go  further,  and  to  fix  the 
defendant,  it  can  only  be  on  the  ground  of  Bland's  being 
the  servant  of  the  defendant :  but  then  the  obvious  answer 
is,  that  Bland  was  only  a  sub-contractor  to  do  certain  of 
the  works,  and  that  the  relation  of  master  and  servant  did 
not  subsist  between  him  and  the  defendant.  The  true 
rule  on  this  subject  was  laid  down  by  this  Court  in  the 
case  of  Q^arman  v.  Burnett,  which  is  directly  in  point,  and 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  present  case.  The  Court 
there  said, — "  The  liability  by  virtue  of  the  principle  of 
relation  of  master  and  servant  must  cease  when  the  rela- 
tion itself  ceases  to  exist;  and  no  other  person  than  the 
master  of  such  servant  can  be  liable,  on  the  simple  ground 

(a).  6  B.  &  Cr.  38;  9  D.  &  R.  44. 


r^ 
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Bxeh.  rf  Pkatt  that  the  servant  is  the  servant  of  another,  and  his  act  the 
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act  of  another ;  consequently,  a  third  person  entering  into 
a  contract  with  the  master,  which  does  not  raise  the  rela- 
tion of  master  and  servant  at  all,  is  not  thereby  rendered 
liable/*    And  again, — "  It  is  true  that  there  are  cases — 
for  instance,  that  otBush  v.  Sieinmariy  Sly  v.  Edgeley  (a), 
and  others — and  perhaps  amongst  them  may  be  classed 
the  recent  ca&e  of  Randleson  v.  Murray — ^in  which  the 
occupiers  of  land  or  buildings  have  been  held  responsible 
for  acts  of  others  than  their  servants,  done  upon,  or  near, 
or  in  respect  of  their  property.    But  those  cases  are  well 
distinguished  by  my  brother  Liitkdale,  in  his  very  able 
judgment  in  Laugher  v.  Pointer  {b).    In  that  case  he  says, 
— '  The  rule  of  law  may  be,  that  in  all  cases  where  a  man 
is  in  possession  of  fixed  property,  he  must  take  care  that 
his  property  is  so  used  and  managed  that  other  persons  are 
not  injured ;  and  that,  whether  his  property  be  managed 
by  his  own  immediate  servants,  or  by  contractors  or  their 
servants.    The  injuries  done  upon  land  or  buildings  are 
in  the  nature  of  nuisances,  for  which  the  occupier  ought  to 
be  chargeable,  when  occasioned  by  any  acts  of  persons 
whom  he  brings  upon  the  premises.    The  use  of  the  pre- 
mises is  confined  by  the  law  to  himself,  and  he  should  take 
care  not  to  bring  persons  there  who  do  any  mischief  to 
others.' "    The  case  of  Quarman  v.  Burnett  has  been  ap- 
proved of,  in  its  main  principles,  by  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  in  the  case  of  MUligan  v.   Wedge  [c).    There  a 
butcher  had  employed  a  licensed  drover  to  drive  home  a 
bullock  he  had  bought  at  Smithfield  market,  and  the 
drover's  boy,  by  his  negligent  driving,  had  allowed  the 
bullock  to  run  into  the  plaintiff's  show-room,  where  it  did 
considerable  damage ;  it  was  held  that  the  owner  of  the 
bullock  was  not  liable  for  the  damage;  and  Lord  Denman 

(a)  6  Esp.  6.  (()  5  B.  &  Cr.  547 ;  8  D.  &  lU  559. 

(c)  12  Ad.  &  EU.  787;  4  P.  &  D.  714, 
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there  sfiid, — ''  In  Randleson  v.  Murray,  the  work  to  be  ^«*- «/  ^'m*. 

1842 
done  was  necessary  work  done  on  the  premises ;  the  owner 

would  have  been  liable  if  he  had  used  his  own  servants  and 
his  own  tackle;  by  hiring  a  porter  and  his  tackle  for  a 
day,  he  could  not  exempt  himself  from  that  liability/' 
Lord  Denman  there  seems  to  adopt  the  distinction  which 
this  Court,  in  Quarman  v.  Burnett,  said  ought  to  be  taken. 
K  a  man  has  anything  to  be  done  on  his  own  premises,  he 
must  take  care  to  injure  no  man  in  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  work.  Whether  he  injures  a  passenger  in  the  street, 
or  a  servant  employed  about  his  work,  seems  to  make  no 
difference.  I  think,  therefore,  that  as  Bland  was  a  sub- 
contractor, and  not  the  servant  of  the  defendant,  the  latter 
is  not  liable,  and  the  rule  for  a  nonsuit  must  be  made 
absolute. 

Aldebson,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 
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(In  Error  from  the  Court  of  Exchequer), 

Bjeeh.Chamber, 

1842,  ""^ 

April  26.  Sir  John  Tobin,  Knt.  v.  Crawford  and  Others. 

Goods  were  A  WBIT  of  ciTor  having  been  brought  on  the  judgment 

Borobay^>n  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  this  case  {a),  the  case  was 

thTpU*inJiff.  t^  argued  in  this  Court  in  the  vacation  after  Trinity  Term, 

shipowner  in  1841,  bv  Sir  F.  JPollock  for  the  plaintiflF,  and  by  Erie  for 

Liverpool,  •«*.,,-,. 

by  the  bill  of     the  defendants. 

bf  ddivereV°        ^hc  Court  took  time  to  consider,  and  now  the  judgment 

"unto  order, or  ^^f  ^^^  (jourt  was  delivered  by 

to  his  and  their  •^ 

assigns, on  pay- 

the  same."  °  TiNDAL,  C.  J. — This  WEB  an  action  of  indebitatus  as- 
iadhiff  wM  in-  ^umpsit  for  freight.  The  defendants  pleaded  three  pleas ; 
dorsed  by  the     igt,  nou  assumpscruut ;  2nd,  a  special  plea,  shewing  that 

shipper,  and 

forwarded  to  the  bills  of  lading  of  the  goods  had  been  indorsed  to 

EasUndia'  Couplaud  &  Duncau,  that  Coupland  &  Duncan  received 

d5n"whoiV^""  *^®  S<>od8  from  the  plaintiff,  (the  ship-owner),  under  those 

dorsed  it  in  bills  of  ladiuff,  and  that  the  plaintiff  debited  them  in  ac- 

blanktoC.  &  ,.        ,^    .,->,.   , 

Co.,  their  fac-  couut  for  the  freight ;  Srd,  a  special  custom  at  Liverpool, 
^l"  On^the    ^^^ch  being  negatived  by  the  jury,  that  plea  is  out  of  the 

arrival  of  the       case, 
goods  at  Liver- 
pool, c.  &  Co.       To  the  2nd  plea  the  plaintiff  replied,  that  the  defend- 

b[lI'oflading^o  ^^^^  ^^^^  the  Consignees  of  one  of  the  bills  of  lading  and  the 

and  re"ei"^      first  indorsees  of  the  rest,  and  were  the  owners  of  all  the 

the  goods;  the 
plaintiff  debit- 
ing C.  &  Co.  with  the  freight  Afterwards  C.  &  Co.  became  bankrupt  without  having  paid 
the  freight  whereupon  the  defendants  claimed  the  goods  from  them,  and  took  possession  of 
them: — Heldj  on  error  brought  upon  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  the  defend- 
ants were  not  liable  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  unpaid  freight ;  affirming  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below. 

(a)  See  the  case  reportedi  antk,  vol.  5,  p.  235. 
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goods;  that  tlie  defendants  indorsed  the  bills  of  lading  to  Bxeh.^€mber, 

Coupland  &  Duncan,  without  consideration,  as  their  agents     > ^II-^ 

only;  that  the  plaintiff,  when  he  delivered  the  goods  to  Tobin 
Coupland  &  Duncan,  was  ignorant  that  they  were  agents  c»awford. 
only,  and  had  never  received  the  freight.  The  defendants 
rejoined,  admitting  that,  at  the  time  of  the  indorsement 
and  delivery  of  the  bills  of  lading,  they  were  the  owners  of 
the  goods,  but  that  they  indorsed  the  bills  of  lading  to 
Coupland  &  Duncan  as  their  agents  for  sale,  but  without 
so  describing  them,  and  for  the  purpose  of  vesting  the 
legal  ownership  in  them,  without  this,  that  they  the  de- 
fendants, at  the  time  when  the  goods  were  delivered  by 
the  plaintiff  to  Coupland  &  Duncan,  were  the  owners  of 
the  goods  in  manner  and  form,  &;c. 

The  plaintiff  demurred  specially.     Upon  this  demurrer 
the  plaintiff  had  judgment  in  the  Court  below. 

The  cause  went  to  trial  upon  the  issues  in  fact.  And 
upon  the  first  issue  of  non  assumpserunt,  the  jury  found  a 
special  verdict,  stating  in  substance  that  the  defendants 
were  owners  of  the  goods ;  that  they  had  indorsed  the  bills 
of  lading  to  Coupland  &  Duncan  in  blank,  without  con- 
sideration, and  as  their  agents;  that  Coupland  &  Duncan 
obtained  the  goods  as  indorsees  of  the  bills  of  lading ;  that 
the  plaintiff  debited  them  in  account  for  the  freight,  but 
did  not  know  that  they  were  agents  only ;  that  Coupland 
&  Duncan  became  bankrupts  in  about  two  months;  and 
that  the  plaintiff  had  received  no  freight.  Upon  this  spe- 
cial verdict  the  Court  below  has  given  judgment  for  the 
defendants.  On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  it  is  now  con- 
tended, that  as  Coupland  &  Duncan  were  mere  agents  for 
the  defendants,  their  receipt  of  the  goods  under  the  bills  of 
lading  is  in  law  a  receipt  by  the  defendants,  and  that  an 
implied  promise  by  the  defendants  to  pay  the  freight  arises ' 
from  that  receipt,  and  that  although  the  plaintiff  debited 
Coupland  &  Duncan  for  the  freight  at  first,  in  ignorance 
of  their  being  agents,  yet  that  when  he  discovered  that 
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Bxeh^CkamUTf  they  were  so,  he  was,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  agencies,  at 
-  liberty  to  proceed  against  their  principals,  the  defendants, 
ToBiM  it  jjQt  being  shewn  by  the  special  verdict,  that  their  situ- 
Crawford,  ation  or  right  as  against  Coupland  &  Duncan  had  been  in 
any  way  affected,  or  that  they  had  furnished  Coupland  Sc 
Duncan  with  money  to  pay  the  freight.  The  defendants, 
on  the  other  hand,  contend  that  as  the  bills  of  lading  made 
the  goods  deliverable  to  order  or  assigns  on  paying  freight 
for  the  same,  the  plaintiff  should  have  required  the  payment 
before  he  delivered  the  goods,  and  that  not  having  so  done, 
he  must  be  taken  to  have  given  credit  to  Coupland  &  Dun- 
can only,  they  being  the  only  actual  indorsees  and  holders- 
of  the  bills  of  lading,  from  whom  only  the  law  would  imply 
a  promise  to  pay  the  freight  arising  from  the  receipt  of  the 
goods  under  the  bills  of  lading,  unless  it  had  been  shewn 
by  the  special  verdict  that  Coupland  &  Duncan  had  express 
authority  frt>m  the  defendants  to  pledge  their  credit  for  the 
freight.  This  was  the  view  of  the  case  adopted  by  the 
Court  below  in  giving  their  judgment,  and  we  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  the  correct  view.  None  of  the  cases  dted  on  the 
argument  are  directly  in  point — ^for  in  all  of  them  the 
agent  had  authority  to  pledge  his  prindpaVs  credit.  A 
master  who  sends  his  servant  to  buy  goods,  and  gives  him 
no  money  to  pay,  doubtless  authorizes  him  to  .pledge  his 
credit.  A  person  who  employs  an  agent  to  purchase  goods 
on  the  usual  terms  of  any  particular  trade  doubtless  gives 
the  like  authority,  and  so  in  other  instances.  But  it  is  by 
no  means  a  matter  of  course  that  credit  should  be  given 
for  freight  under  bills  of  lading,  which  make  the  goods  de- 
liverable on  paying  freight ;  and  it  is  plain  that  where  such 
credit  is  given,  it  is  on  the  responsibility  of  the  individuals 
actually  receiving  the  goods,  or  in  consequence  of  the  usual 
course  of  dealing  between  them  and  the  ship-owner.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  special  verdict  finds  here  that  the  plaintiff 
debited  Coupland  &  Duncan  in  account  with  the  freight, 
shewing  that  there  were  transactions  between  them  of 
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which  the  defendants  are  not  found  to  have  any  knowledge.  ExeKChambtr, 
And  as  to  the  argument,  which  was  so  much  pressed  on  the    ^      J^'  . 
part  of  the  plaintiff,  of  the  great  injustice  that  the  defen-        Tobim 
dants  should  receive  their  goods  without  the  payment  of    Crawford. 
any  freight,  if  the  fact  is  so,  the  answer  is  that  it  is  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  plaintiff,  who  chose  to  give  credit  to 
Coupland  &  Duncan,  the  owners  of  the  goods  on  the  face 
of  the  bill  of  lading;  but  the  fact  that  the  goods  came  to 
the  defendants'  hands  without  payment  of  freight  by  no 
means  appears  upon  the  special  verdict.     If  the  plaintiff 
was  indebted  to  the  bankrupts  to  the  amount  of  the  freight, 
the  freight  will  be  set  off  against  the  debt,  and  then  the 
assignees  might  recover  the  full  amount  of  the  freight 
against  the  defendants,  subject  to  any  cross  demand.    But 
however  this   may  be,   we  think  the  plaintiff's  demand 
against  the  defendants  is  completely  answered  at  law,  by 
the  fact  that  the  bankrupts  were  not  the  agents  of  the  de- 
fendants in  procuring  the  delivery  of  the  goods  on  credit 
for  the  freight. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  below  ought  to  be  affirmed. 

Nothing  was  said  on  either  side  upon  the  argument,  as 
to  the  grounds  on  which  judgment  was  given  for  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  second  plea,  and  the  rejoinder  arising  out  of  it ; 
nor  was  any  objection  made  to  that  judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to 
consider  that  question. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Exeh.qf  PUoi, 
1842. 

April  SO. 


Di 


Lewin  V,  Edwards. 


Where  the  JLlEBT  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  the  defendant  on 

indorses  it  in  C.  H.  W.,  and  alleged  to  have  been  indorsed  by  him  to  the 

Hvers'it  to  a!"  P^ai^itiflF;  with  counts  for  money  paid,  and  on  an  account 

who  passes  it  stated.  The  defendant  pleaded  to  the  first  count  of  the  de- 

without  a  fresh  ,  t        ,       -..-.  .     ,  ■      i  •»  ^i 

indorsement  to  claration,  first,  that  he  did  not  indorse  the  bill ;  secondly, 

maintain  an^ac-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^7  Presented  for  payment ;  thirdly,  that  he 

it°"  °fn^t**h^°  *^®  defendant  had  not  due  notice  of  the  presentment  and 

drawer.  disjionour;  and  fourthly,  that  after  the  making  of  the  bill, 

Adeclaration     ,        ,-,  .    -,  <.         iii.  i.-iii 

in  debt  con-  the  defendant  mdorsed  and  delivered  it  m  blank  to  one 
ll^^^a'bin^f'eV-  Whitehead,  who  afterwards  delivered  it,  with  the  defend- 
change  by  in-    ^uf  s  Said  indorsement  thereon,  to  the  plaintiff,  without 

dorsee  against  ^  ^  ^         '  ^  '  ^ 

drawer,  and  valuc  or  consideration,  which  is  the  same  supposed  in- 
money^aid,  ^'  dorscmeut  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  first  count 
*°^°°"5*^'     of  the  declaration  mentioned:  and  that  there  never  was 

count  stated.  ' 

It  appeared       any  valuc  or  consideration  passing  from  the  plaintiff  to  the 

from  one  of  the  . 

pleas  to  the  first  defendant  in  respect  of  the  said  bill.  Verification. — Plea  to 

pti^nUffand  de-  ^^^  sccond  and  third  counts,  non  assumpsit.  To  the  fourth 

llloUmmTdi'rte  P^®*  *^®  plaintiff  replied,  that  Whitehead  did  not  deliver  the 

parties  to  the  bill  to  him  the  plaintiff  without  value  or  consideration. 

bill,  and  the 

held  that  the  At  the  trial  before  Roffe,  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings 
Sot  rew^r  on  ^^  ^*  ^^W  Term,  the  cause  was  taken  as  undefended, 
thatcount :  and  and  a  general  verdict  was  found  for  the  plaintiff  for  51/.  1*., 

the  plaintiff  °  .      .  . 

having  at  the     the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interest  on  the  bill. 

trial  obtained 
a  verdict  for  the 

amount  of  the  In  the  same  term,   TF,  H,  Watson  obtained  a  rule  to 

rai  damage^"^*  shcw  causc  why  the  judgment  should  not  be  arrested,  on 

aw*a^ed'a  *^®  ground  that  an  action  of  debt  could  not  be  maintained 

Tenire  denovo,  l)y  the  sccoud  indorsee  of  a  bill  of  exchange  against  the 

but  refused  to       /  ,  .   .         ^  ,  , 

arrest  the  drawer,  there  being  no  pnvity  of  contract  between  them. 

Judgment. 

Ogle  now  shewed  cause. — ^First,  inasmuch  as  the  plain- 
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tiff  has  a  riglit  at  all  events  to  retain  his  verdict  on  the  iarcA.o/P/««», 
common  counts  of  the  declaration^  the  judgment  ought 
not  to  be  arrested^  but  the  verdict  should  have  been  dis- 
tributed by  an  application  to  a  Judge  at  chambers.  The 
defect  resembles  that  of  a  misjoinder  of  counts^  where 
the  verdict  may  be  amended  by  the  Judge's  notes.  Tidd's 
Pr.  919^  (9th  ed.)  In  Leach  v.  Thomas  (a)^  that  course 
might  have  been  adopted^  but  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
say  on  which  breach  he  was  entitled  to  recover^  and  on 
that  ground  a  venire  de  novo  was  awarded.  Secondly,  the 
action  is  maintainable.  The  principle  to  be  derived  from 
the  cases  of  Bishop  v.  Young  (A),  Stratton  v.  HUl  (c),  Priddtf 
V.  Henbrey  (rf),  and  H'atkins  v.  Wake  {e),  is,  that  debt  will 
lie  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  wherever  privity  exists  between 
the  parties  to  the  action.  Such  privity  exists  in  this 
case,  by  reason  of  the  law  merchant.  The  defendant's  in- 
dorsement being  in  blank,  and  there  being  no  interme- 
diate names  upon  the  bill,  the  plaintiff  had  no  remedy  on 
it  against  Whitehead,  and  the  first  party  against  whom  he 
could  recover  is  the  present  defendant.  Why  is  it  that 
the  plaintiff  is  allowed  to  recover  upon  the  count  for  money 
paid,  but  that  a  privity  of  contract  exists  between  him 
and  the  defendant  by  reason  of  the  indorsement?  In 
Bay  ley  on  Bills,  (5th  edit.),  it  is  laid  down  that  ''a  bill 
is  primft  fade  evidence  of  money  lent  by  the  payee  to  the 
drawer,  and  consequently  of  money  had  and  received  by 
the  drawer  to  the  use  of  the  holder,  and  of  money  paid  by 
the  holder  to  the  use  of  the  drawer.''  The  plaintiff  and 
defendant  are  in  effect  immediate  parties  to  the  bill. 
[Parke,  B. — Supposing  for  the  present  that  you  cannot 
recover  on  the  first  count,  how  can  you  get  rid  of  the  diffi- 
culty arising  from  the  nominal  damages  being  assessed 
generally?    You  cannot  get  your  costs  without  the  da- 

(a)  2  M.  &  W.  427.  (d)  1  B.  &  C.  674 ;  3  D.  &  R. 

(h)  2  Bos.  &  P.  78.  165. 

(c)  3  Price,  263.  (e)  7  M.  &  W.  488. 
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Bxek,  of  Pleat,  mages^  wUcIl  are  general ;  and  if  you  release  the  damages^ 
you  lose  your  costs^  by  the  Statute  of  Oloucester.  Lord 
Abmger,,  C.  B. — ^There  is  in  this  case  no  evidence  but  the 
biU;  therefore^  if  the  verdict  were  set  right  by  the  Judge's 
notes^  it  would  be  for  the  plaintiff  only  on  the  count  upon 
the  bill ;  and  if  that  be  bad,  must  not  the  judgment  be  ar- 
rested? K  the  plaintiff  had  gone  down  to  trial  upon  the 
count  for  money  paid  only,  he  would  have  been  nonsuited ; 
the  bill  would  be  no  evidence  on  that  count,  as  between 
these  parties.]  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  lays  it  down  generally 
that  the  bill  is  evidence  of  money  paid  by  the  holder  to 
the  use  of  the  drawer.  \Parhe,  B. — ^That  must  surely  mean 
where  the  bill  has  been  dishonoured  and  taken  up  by  the 
plaintiff.  But  at  all  events,  if  the  bill  be  evidence  on  the 
count  for  money  paid,  the  plaintiff  must  sue  on  that  count 
and  no  other ;  not  upon  the  bill,  except  against  an  im- 
mediate party;  and  here,  although  prim&  facie  the  declar- 
ation presents  a  good  cause  of  action,  yet  the  plea  shews 
that  the  defendant  was  not  an  immediate  party.] 

W.  H.  Watson,  contril. — ^Assuming  that  the  plaintiff  is 
not  entitled  to  recover  upon  the  biU,  the  motion  is  pro- 
perly made  for  an  arrest  of  judgment.  Upon  this  record, 
the  plaintiff  recovers  the  entirety  of  his  debt,  and  also 
damages  for  the  detention  of  that  whole  debt ;  that  the 
damages  are  nominal  can  make  no  difference  in  the  consi- 
deration of  the  pleadings.  They  are  not  always  so  in  debt ; 
as  in  debt  on  a  mortgage  deed,  where  interest  after  the 
day  of  payment  is  recoverable  as  damages.  Then  the 
damages  being  general,  and  one  of  the  three  counts  of  the 
declaration  being  answered,  the  judgment  must  be  ar- 
rested.— [Parke,  B. — ^The  question  is,  whether  a  venire  de 
novo  ought  not  to  be  awarded.  In  case  of  a  defective 
count  or  breach,  the  course  is  to  award  a  venire  de  novo ; 
Leach  v.  Thomas;  is  there  any  difference  where  one  count 
is  answered?]     The  last  case  on  this  subject  is  that  of 
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Comer  v.  Shew  (a),  where  there  was  a  mi^'oinder  of  counts,  -B«e».  qfPUas, 

the  Court  arrested  the  judgment ;  and  this,  looking  at  the 

whole  record,  is  substantially  the  same  case ;  for  the  plea 

shews  that  these  counts  have  been  miqoined.    This  is  not 

a  case  for  a  venire  de  novo,  there  having  been  no  fault  in 

the  jury :  and  if  it  were  awarded,  the  issues  on  the  first 

count  must  be  tried  again,  as  well  as  on  the  other  counts. 

— [Parke,  B.     On  a  new  trial,  the  plaintiff  may  sever  the 

damages,  and  assess  them  separately  on  the  2nd  and  8rd 

counts] .     But  the  jury  must  also  find  the  debt,  because 

there  are  express  issues  upon  it. — On  the  other  point,  -m 

to  the  maintenance  of  the  action,  he  was  stopped  by  the 

Court. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — i  think  the  judgment  in  this 
case  cannot  be  sustained.  Here  is  a  general  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  for  the  debt,  and  also  for  the  damages  arising 
fix>m  the  detention  of  the  debt.  Then  the  first  coimt  is 
answered  on  the  record,  because  the  contract  transferred 
by  the  delivery  of  the  hSL  to  the  plaintiff,  being  only  tho 
contract  on  the  bill,  he  cannot  sue  this  defendant,  with 
whom  he  has  no  privity  of  contract,  in  an  action  of  debt ; 
and  therefore  on  that  count  no  judgment  can  be  entered. 
The  rule  wiU  be  absolute  for  a  venire  de  novo. 

Pabke,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  On  the  face  of 
the  declaration  there  appean  a  good  cause  of  action  in 
debt,  because  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  appear  'to  be 
immediate  parties  to  the  bill ;  but  when  the  whole  of  the 
case  is  disdosed  on  the  record,  no  such  contract  appears  as 
that  which  is  set  forth  in  the  declaration,  because  the  bill 
having  been  indorsed  in  blank  by  the  defendant,  and  trans- 
ferred by  delivery  to  a  third  person,  and  by  him  handed 
over  to  the  plaintiff,  no  pririty  of  contract  exists  between 

(a)  3  M.  &  W.  350. 
•    VOL.  IX.  C  C  C  M.  W. 
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Bxeh. of Pieat,  the  pluntiff  and  the  defendant;  therefore,  unless  the 
*  holder  of  a  banker's  cheque  can  sue  the  maker  of  it  in  debt, 
the  present  plaintiff  cannot  recover;  but  for  that  there  is 
no  anthoriiy.  In  this  case,  as  in  that,  there  is  no  privity 
of  contract,  and  therefore  an  action  of  debt  cannot  be 
maintained.  That  being  so,  and  there  having  been  a 
general  assessment  of  damages  on  the  whole  declaration^ 
the  question  is,  can  we  deal  with  the  case  otherwise  than 
by  arresting  the  judgment?  Now  the  plaintiff  is  not 
entitled  to  costs  otherwise  than  by  virtue  of  the  damages ; 
and  we  cannot  take  notice,  with  rrference  to  this  question, 
that  they  are  merely  nominal.  The  judgment,  therefore, 
cannot  stand ;  and  the  only  remaining  question  is,  whe- 
ther we  ought  to  arrest  the  judgment,  or  to  award  a  venire 
de  novo.  And  I  think  the  case  is  not  distinguishable 
from  that  of  an  ordinaiy  assessn^ent  of  damages  on  a  bad 
and  also  on  a  good  count  or  breach,  and  therefore  that, 
according  to  the  authority  of  Leach  v.  Thomas,  which  has 
be^i  confirmed  hj  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Gould 
V.  Oliver  (a),  a  venire  de  novo  ought  to  be  awarded. 

Alderson,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Venire  de  novo  awarded. 

(«)  2  Scott,  N.  R.  241 ;  2  Man.  &  Gr.  208. 
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Bxck.  Iff  Pleatt 
1842. 

Howard  v,  Williams.  ^— v-— ^ 

T\  May  3. 

x/EBT  for  goods  sold^  and  on  an  account  stated.    Plea,  a  notice  to  pro- 

nunquam  indebitatus.    The  particulars  of  demand  were  ©n  rtir"efci^!* 
for  goods  supplied  by  the  plaintiff,  who  was  an  innkeeper,  *"J'«  •"'jro«y 

-       -  -  ,  At  hit  rcBidencCf 

to  the  defendant,  in  the  year  1836.    At  the  trial  of  the  twenty  miles 
cause,  atMonmouth,  before  the  under-sheriff  of  Monmouth-  on"iai,*af  eight 
shire,  it  was  proved  that  in  the  year  1886  a  bill  had  been  S^i^fore  the 
delivered  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant's  wife,  by  whom  *"*'•    The  de- 

^-       _  _  ^  ^    -       __     .  _  ,  .    ,  .„  fondant  redded 

the  debt  was  contracted.    Notice  to  produce  this  bill  was  in  the  tame 

given  to  the  defendant's  attorney  at  Newport,  (twenty  lSJ!^ry,\u^* 

miles    from  Monmouth),   where  both  he  and  the    de-  ^001"  wi'that 

fendant  lived,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  day  evening  until 

,^^,      ,.-_,  ^  _,  ^_         __  twelve  o'clook: 

before  the  tnal.  The  attorney  had  to  set  off  from  Newport  H$id,  too  late. 
to  Monmouth  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  in  order  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  cause.  It  was 
objected  for  the  defendant,  that  this  notice  was  not  given 
in  sufficient  time  to  let  in  secondary  evidence  of  the  ac- 
count. The  under-sheriff  overruled  the  objection,  and  the 
plaintiff's  books,  from  which  the  account  had  been  made 
out,  were  produced  in  evidence,  and  the  plaintiff  had  a  ver- 
dict for  7L  8s. ;  the  jury  stating  their  opinion  that  the  de- 
fendant had  no  knowledge  of  the  debt  having  been  con- 
tracted. 

In  the  present  term.  Gray  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  a  new 
trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  evidence  had  been  improperly 
admitted;  and  produced  affidavits,  stating  that  the  at- 
torney never  had  the  account,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the 
service  of  the  notice,  the  defendant  was  not  at  home,  and 
did  not  come  home  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  He  cited 
Byrne  v.  Harvey  (a). 

WJuUeley  now  shewed  cause.— ^The  notice  to  produce  was 

(a)  2  M.  &  Rob.  89. 
c  c  c  2 
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B*eh.  ef  PUatf  sufficient  in  this  case.    If  the  account  was  in  existence, 
^         '   ^    it  might  have  then,  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  diligence, 
Howard      been  found  and  produced  on  the  trial.     Here  the  defend- 
WiLLiAMs.     ant  and  his  attorney  were  both  living  near  each  other  in 
the  same  town,  and  there  was  ample  time,  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  notice,  for  the  latter  to  have  communicated 
with  his  client,  and  obtained  the  document.     There  is  no 
general  rule  of  law  which  limits  any  particular  ^tm^for  the 
service  of  a  notice  to  produce;  the  only  question  in  each 
case  is,  whether  the  party  had,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  reasonable  notice,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
■duce  the  document  at  the  trial. 

Gray,  contra,  was  not  called  on. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — ^The  sole  question  is,  whether 
the  service  of  this  notice  to  produce  was  sufficient ;  and  we 
think  it  was  not.  It  was  served  upon  the  attorney,  at 
eight  o'clock  at  night,  he  having  to  leave  at  an  early  hour 
the  next  morning,  in  order  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  cause. 
A  party  is  not  bound  to  abstain  from  his  necessary  busi- 
ness, and  always  to  be  at  home  ready  to  receive  notices  : 
and  if  he  were,  he  is  not  bound  at  such  a  time  of  the  night 
to  make  a  search  for  papers.  It  is  not  necessary  to  lay  down 
any  general  rule,  but  we  think  that  in  the  circumstances 
of  this  case  the  notice  was  insufficient.  It  follows  that  no 
evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  document  was  admissible ; 
and  the  rule  for  a  new  trial  must  therefore  be  made  abso- 
lute. 

Parke,  B.,  Aldebson,  B.,  and  Bolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  absolute. 
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Bnk.  <^  Pleat, 
1842. 

TuRQXTAND  and  Another,  Assignees,  &;c.,  v.  Hawtrey  and 

Another. 
rn  May  3. 

1 BOVEB  by  the  assignees  of  one  Taylor,  a  bankrupt,  a  rule  to  ttnke 

Lord  Denman,  C.  J.,  had  aUowed  the  defendant  to  plead  fowid*^  a' 

the  following  amongst  other  pleas :  first,  a  traverse  of  the  W^  at  cham- 

*  ben  will  not  be 

plaintiflf's  property  as  assignees :  secondly,  that,  after  Tay-  enteruined  by 
lor  became  bankrupt,  and  before  the  issuing  of  the  fiat^  rule  thouid  be 
the  plaintifiFs,  as  his  assignees,  by  reason  of  the  relation  of  Jud!l  "otder!* 
their  title  to  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  although  not      To  an  action 

1  .,.  ,  «.,.,,®^  trover  by  aa- 

then  appointed  assignees,  were  the  owners  of  and  entitled  tigneet  of  a 
to  the  possession  of  the  goods ;  that  Taylor,,  subject  only  to  defendant 
the  said  title  of  the  plainti£fs  as  assignees,  was  possessed  of  ^^^^y^^^^f' 
the  goods,  and  that  the  defendants  took  the  goods  under  the  pUintirt 
an  execution  bon&  fide  executed  and  levied  against  him,  tignees;  te- 
without  notice  of  any  prior  act  of  bankruptcy*  ter"?he  i^nk  *^' 

ruptcy,  and  be- 

Erle  having  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  one  or  ^^^^  the  fiat, 

the  plaint!^ 

the  other  of  these  pleas  should  not  be  struck  out,  as  aasigneet,  by 

reason  of  the 

Uiesiffer  now  shewed  cause. — There  is  a  preliminary  ob-  utie^to°the  rime 

jection  which  is  &tal  to  this  application :  namely,  that  no  ®J*«  ***j*^- 

motion  has  been  made  to  set  aside  the  judge's  order  allow,  though  not  then 

ing  the  pleas.    Hawen  v.  Carr  (a)  is  precisely  in  point  to  thi^wnen^o?^ 

shew  that  that  ought  to  have  the  form  of  the  application  fhe^p^^^lLlon  of 

to  the  Court.     There  an  order  to  plead  several  matters  the  goods;  that 

the  bankrupti 

had  been  obtained,  and  consented  to  by  the  plaintiff:  and  subject  only  to 
it  was  held  by  this  Court,  on  a  motion  to  strike  out  one  of  as^aulgnees, ' 
the  pleas,  that  the  plaintiff  was  concluded  by  the  consent,  ^f"hr***  d**^ 
and  that  the  application  should  have  been  to  set  aside  the  '^^^  t>>at  the 

defendants 

order.    In  fFright  v.  ElUot  (6),  where  a  judge  at  chambers  took  them  un- 
der an  execu- 
tion bonA  fide  executed  and  levied  against  him  without  any  notice  of  any  prior  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    Semble,  per  Parkt,  B,,  that  the  latter  plea  amounted  only  to  an  argumentative  tra- 
verse of  the  possession  of  the  plaintiiTs  assignees,  and  therefore  that  the  two  pleas  could  not 
be  pleaded  together. 

(a)  6  Dowl.  P.  C.  d06.  (6)  5  Ad.  &  Ell  818. 
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Bteh,  of  Pleas,  had  refused  to  discharge  a  defendant  on  the  ground  of  an 
-  irregularity  in  the  affidavit  of  debt,  and  an  application  for 
TuRQUAND  the  same  purpose  was  afterwards  made  to  the  CJourt,  Lord 
Hawtebt.  Denman,  C.  J.,  appears  to  have  thought  that  the  motion 
ought,  in  point  of  form,  to  be  to  discharge  the  judge's 
order.  And  in  the  case  of  The  South  Eastern  RaUway 
Company  v.  Sprot  {a),  it  was  expressly  laid  down  by  the 
Court,  that  where  a  motion  is  made  to  strike  out  pleas 
pleaded  by  a  judge's  order  or  rule  of  Court,  the  motion 
ought  to  be  to  rescind  the  rule  or  order,  and  not  to  strike 
out  the  pleas.  [Barke,  B. — ^There  has  been  a  recent  deci- 
sion on  this  subject,  after  conference  among  the  judges  (&)] . 
That  was  as  to  the  form  of  a  rule  to  add  pleas  to  those  al- 
ready pleaded,  in  which  case  it  was  held  not  to  be  neces- 
sary that  the  rule  should  refer  to  the  judge's  order  to 
plead  several  matters. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  thought  at  first  that  the  Court 
had  the  power  of  striking  out  pleas,  and  that  the  new  rules 
made  no  difference  except  in  giving  the  same  power  to  a 
judge;  but  it  appears  from  the  decision  in  this  Courtj 
which  has  been  cited,  that  we  have  no  such  original  power. 
The  rule  must  be  amended  and  re-served. 

Parke,  B. — The  case  of  &nUh  v.  Golds/worthy  (&)  has 
established  that  a  rule  to  add  pleas  need  not  refer  to  the 
judge's  order;  but  the  Masters  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  to  whom  I  have  sent  for  information  on  the  point, 
do  not  think  that  rule  applies  to  a  motion  to  strike  out 
pleas  which  have  been  allowed  by  a  judge.  The  party 
must  first  go  before  a  judge,  and  then  the  motion  comes 
by  way  of  appeal  firom  his  order. 

Thesiger  then  waived  this  objection,  and  contended  that 

(a)  U  Ad.  &  £U.  167;  3  P.  &  (6)  SmUk  v.  Goldtwarthy,  2  G. 

D.  no.  8t  D.  189. 
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the  two  ideas  contained  distinct  matters  of  defence.  The  B*ek.ofPUaM, 
latter  plea  raises  the  question^  what  is  the  effect  of  the 
Stat.  2  &;  3  Vict  c.  29^  on  the  title  of  the  assignees  by  re- 
lation to  the  act  of  bankruptcy?  The  question  is,  whether 
the  effect  of  the  statute  is  altogether  to  destroy  the  title  by 
relation  in  the  cases  to  which  it  applies,  or  to  leave  it  as 
before^  but  to  render  valid  all  intermediate  executions,  Sec., 
without  notice  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  [Parker  B. — I  do 
not  well  see  how  the  execution  can  be  rendered  valid,  ex- 
cept by  defeating  the  relation  in  cases  of  bon&  fide  execu- 
tions without  notice.  If  that  be  so,  the  latter  of  these 
pleas  is  only  an  argumentative  traverse  of  the  plaintiff's 
possession.  Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^That  is  probably  the 
true  construction  of  the  act,  but  we  shall  not  decide  the 
point  on  motion.] 

Per  Curiam. — ^The  plaintiff  may  demur  specially  to 
the  plea,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  only  an  argumentative 
traverse  of  the  possession,  and  so  may  have  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  upon  the  point,  and  if  necessary,  that  of  a  Court 
of  error  also.  This  rule  must,  however,  be  discharged,  and 
with  costs,  as  it  is  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  judge. 

Rule  dischai^ed,  with  costs. 


Bristowb  v.  Needham. 

-p^  May  3. 

UEBT  for  money  lent,  and  on  an  account  stated.     Plea,  Money  ad- 
nunquam  indebitatus.    At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinger,  ^nt7ict"to  " 
C.  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  sittings  after  Hilary  Term,  it  ap-  ^/^J^^^f^- 

peared  that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  trustee  for  the  defen-  execute  a  mort- 
gage, may, 
after  refusal  to 
execute  a  mortgage,  be  recovered  back  under  a  count  for  money  lentt 
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BjKh.  of  PUat,  dant  under  his  father's  will,  had  at  four  di£ferent  timas 
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-    advanced  to  him  sums  out  of  the  trust-monies^  amounting 

BRI8T0WB      in  the  whole  to  £22,350,  and  had  received  from  him  the 

Nbboham.      following  memorandum : — 

«  London,  Nov.  28,  1841. 

''  Memorandum,  that  I  have,  at  three  sundry  times,  to 

this  day,  received  of  Samuel  Ellis  Bristowe,  Esq.,  the  sole 

trustee  of  my  fortune  under  my  late  father's  will,  the  sum 

of  jE15,000,  which  I  promise,  on  demand,  to  repay,  or  to 

execute  a  mortgage  on  my  houses,  Nos.  70  and  71,  Jermyn- 

street,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  completed,  with  sudi  further 

security  as  may  be  necessary. 

«  F.  H.  W.  Needham." 

The  defendant  having  refused,  on  demand  made,  to  exe- 
cute the  mortgage,  this  action  was  brought.  It  was  con- 
tended for  the  defendant,  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
on  the  count  for  money  lent,  but  ought  to  have  declared 
specially  upon  the  memorandum,  as  upon  an  alternative 
contract.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  overruled  the  objection, 
and  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  {daintiff. 

In  the  present  term,  PUUt  obtained  a  rule  nisi  for  a  new 
trial,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection,  against  which 

Keliy  and  fFkUehurst  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  count  for 
money  lent  is  maintainable.  The  option  in  this  casfe  lay 
with  the  plaintiff,  not  with  the  defendant :  and  as  soon  as 
the  defendant  made  default  in  executing  the  mortgage,  the 
right  of  action  for  money  lent  accrued.  But  even  suppos- 
ing the  option  to  repay  the  money,  or  secure  it  by  mort- 
gage, was  with  the  defendant,  still,  as  he  has  refused  to 
exercise  that  option,  his  right  of  election  is  now  gone.  In 
Com.  Dig.,  Election,  (A.  2),  it  is  said,  ''A  man  by  his 
wrong  or  default  may  lose  his  election,  and  give  it  to  the 
feoffee,  &c.  As  if  a  man  grants  so  much  wood,  to  be 
taken  by  assignment,,  if  the  grantor  does  not  assign  at  the 
day^  the  grantee  may  take  it  in  what  part  of  the  wood  he 
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pleases,  without  assignment :''  citing  1  Boll.  72S,  b.  80.  Exek.  ^f  Pie^, 

Therefore,  at  the  time  of  action  brought,  the  defendant  was  '  ^ 

indebted  absolutely  to  the  plaintiflf  in  so  much  money  to  be  Beibtowb 

paid  on  request,  and  the  count  for  money  lent  is  sufficient.  Nbbdbam. 

Plait  and  Bramwell,  contrd. — The  defendant  had,  by  the 
terms  of  the  memorandum,  the  option  of  paying  the  money 
or  executing  a  mortgage.  The  doctrine  is,  that  the  party 
who  is  to  do  the  first  act  has  the  election.  The  law  is 
stated  thus  in  Com.  Dig.,  Election,  (A.  2) :—''  If  a  man 
grants  a  rent  or  a  robe,  at  such  a  feast,  and  does  not  de« 
liver  it  at  the  day,  the  grantee  may  demand  which  he 
pleases:  Co.  Litt.  145. a.''  The  general  form  ol  action 
deprives  the  defendant  of  this  election.  But  in  whom« 
soever  the  option  was,  this  is  an  alternative  contract,  and 
ought  to  have  been  specially  declared  upon  as  such :  Penny 
V.  Porter  (a),  Tate  v.  WelUngs  (A).  If  the  option  was  in  the 
plaintiflf,  he  exercised  it  by  requiring  the  execution  of  a  mort- 
gage; and  after  the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time,  he  might 
have  declared  on  the  contract  as  an  alternative  one,  and 
claimed  damages  for  the  non-execution  of  the  mortgage ; 
but  he  could  not  at  the  same  time  have  also  a  right  of 
action  for  money  to  be  paid  on  request;  otherwise  he 
might  bring  one  action  declaring  his  option  to  have  been 
exercised  by  the  demand  of  a  mortgage,  and  another  for 
the  money,  and  the  judgment  in  the  one  could  not  be 
pleaded  in  answer  to  the  other.  If  a  party  claims  under  a 
contract,  he  must  state  it  according  to  its  terms. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  think  the  rule  must  be  dis- 
charged. It  appears  to  me  that  this  i»  not  an  alternative 
contract,  but  that  it  is  substantially  the  case  of  money  lent, 
to  be  secured  by  a  mortgage,,  or  to  be  repaid  on  demand, 
unless  a  mortgage  were  giveur    It  is  a  contract  subject  ta 

(a)  2  East,  2.  (6)  3  T.  R.  53K 
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£m*.  pf  Pieasp  a  Condition  to  execnte  a  mortgage;  and  when  the  condition 
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is  not  complied  with  by  the  party  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
Beibtowb  introduced^  it  becomes  an  absolute  contract  to  rqmy  the 
NBBDBAiff.  money  on  demand.  It  is  like  a  contract  for  the  sale  of 
goods,  to  be  paid  for  in  a  particular  manner,  as  by  a  bill  of 
exchange  in  three  months ;  if  the  bill  be  not  given  within 
that  time,  an  implied  assumpsit  arises  to  pay  for  them  on 
request,  and  the  seQer  may  declare  for  goods  sold,  and 
need  not  state  that  condition  of  the  contract.  So  here, 
this  is  in  the  nature  of  a  condition,  to  execute  a  mortgage, 
which  not  being  fulfilled,  it  becomes  a  debt  payable  on  de- 
mand. The  plaintiff  in  effect  declares  to  the  defendant, 
that  if  a  mortgage  be  executed,  he  will  not  ask  for  the 
money  inatanter. 

Alberson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  whole 
fidlacy  consists  in  treating  this  as  an  altematiTe  contract : 
it  is  not  an  alternative  contract,  but  a  contract  to  pay  on 
demand,  unless  the  defendant  satisfies  the  plaintiff  by 
giving  a  mortgage :  when  he  fails  to  do  so,  he  must  pay  on 
demand. 

BoLFE,  B. — ^I  entirely  concur.  It  clearly  must  be  so, 
from  the  very  nature  of  a  mortgage.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  defendant  intends  to  hold  himself  liable  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  at  any  period  of  time,  unless  he  per^ 
forms  the  condition  of  giving  security  by  mortgage. 

Rule  discharged. 
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Alexander  v.  Strong.  May  3. 

Assumpsit  for  money  had  and  received,  and  on  an  ac-  The  plaintiff, 
count  stated.  Plea,  non  assumpsit.   At  the  trial  before  Lord  «  uu  of  ex-  ^ 
Abinger,  C.B.,  at  the  Middlesex  Sittings  after  Hilary  Term,  d«5"if  feiiVue* 
it  appeared  that  the  action  was  brought  under  the  follow-  wnt  a  person  to 

.      *^*^.  °  the  defendant, 

ing  circumstances.  The  plaintiff  was  the  acceptor  of  a  who  held  it,  to 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  upon  him  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  the  bii/uid" 
of  Butler;  and  on  the  day  when  the  bill  fell  due,  he  sent  xheVefi^t 
his  son  to  the  defendant,  who  represented  himself  to  be  i^ecei^ed  the 

money  and 

the  holder  of  the  bill,  with  directions  to  pay  the  defendant  gave  a  receipt 
the  amount,  and  bring  back  the  bill  The  son  accordingly  he' could  not 
paid  the  amount  of  the  bill  to  the  defendant,  who  gave  fJe^Uintiff"' 
him  a  receipt  for  the  money,  but  said  he  could  not  give  up  heing  informed 
the  bin.  The  son  went  back  to  the  plaintiff  and  informed  again  to  the  de- 
him  of  this,  and  the  plaintiff  sent  him  again  to  the  defend-  mand"thebm or 
ant,  to  brine  back  the  bill  or  the  money :  but  he  returned  J^e  money,  but 

.  he  did  not  give 

without  either.    Afterwards,  on  the  same  day,  the  defend-  up  either.   Af- 
ant  sent  to  the  plaintiff  a  paper  in  the  following  terms : —   thTMme  day, 
*'  I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Strong  of  ^J't^^'^Sf  "* 
£17,  for  a  bill  drawn  by  Butler  on  Mr.  Alexander,  which  pi»intiffa  pa. 

_______  ,  per  signed  by 

I  believe  to  have  been  lost  at  my  house.  oneG.,acknow- 

«  L.  M.  Goddard,  surgeon,      '.^l"^:!;*^':- 
«  June  16, 1841.  St.  John's  Road.      Aefcnd«ii  of 

'  the  amount  of 

''  Further,  I  undertake  to  bear  Mr.  Alexander  harmless  the  biu,  and 
for  the  above  amount,  should  the  bill  be  again  presented,     bear  the  pifint 

"  June  16, 1841.  L.  M.  G.»      Z^^^^'^ 

The  plaintiff  retained  this  guarantee,  but  brought  the  pre-  ^^^  bin,  which 

he  stated  to 

sent  action.    It  was  contended  for  the  defendant,  that  the  have  been  loit, 

should  be  pre« 
sented.     The 
plaintiff  kept  this  guarantee,  but  nevertheless  sued  the  defendant  for  money  had  and  re- 
ceived I'—Htidf  that  his  right  of  action  vested  on  the  defendant's  refusal  to  repay  the  money  or 
give  up  the  bill ;  and  therefore  that  the  receipt  by  the  plaintiff  of  G.'s  guarantee  was  in  the  na- 
ture of  accord  and  satisfaction,  and  was  no  defeace  to  the  action,  unless  specially  pleaded. 
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E«cA.  «/  Pleas,  receipt  of  the  guarantee  by  the  plaintiff  disentitled  him 

,   ^     ^    fipom  recovering  as  for  money  had  and  received,  and  that 

albzakdbr   this  defence  was  open  under  the  plea  of  non  assumpsit ;  and 

Strono.      the  Lord  Chief  Baron  being  of  that  opinion,  directed  a 

nonsuit,  reserving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  move  to  enter  a 

verdict  for  £17. 

JervU  having  obtained  a  rule  accordingly, 

Plait  and  Btuby  now  shewed  cause. — ^The  receipt  of 
Goddard's  guarantee  by  the  plaintiff  was  not,  as  will  be 
contended  on  the  other  side,  in  the  nature  of  an  accord 
and  satisfaction,  but  was  evidence  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  payment  which  had  been  made  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
to  shew  that  no  right  of  action  arose  out  of  it.  The  plain- 
tiff^ by  his.  agent,  pays  the  money  in  satisfaction  of  the 
bill,  and  that  act  of  the  agent  is  adopted  by  the  plaintiff 
by  the  receipt  of  the  guarantee.  Suppose  the  parties  had 
all  met,  and  immediately  after  the  son  had  paid  the  money 
and  taken  the  receipt,  Gk>ddard  had  handed  over  this  docn« 
ment  to  him,  and  he  had  given  it  to  the  plaintiff;  could 
this  action  have  been  afterwards  maintained?  This  is 
substantially  the  same  case;  it  was  all  one  continuing 
transaction,  which  was  not  completed  until  the  receipt  of 
the  guarantee  by  the  plaintiff. — ^They  referred  to  Hansard 
V.  Robinson  (a),  and  Wilson  v.  Ray  (6). 

Jervis  (C.  Jones  with  him),  contra. — This  defence  clearly 
ought,  if  available  at  all,  to  have  been  specially  pleaded. 
It  is  in  effect  admitted  on  the  other  side,  that  a  right  of 
action  had  vested  in  the  plaintiff,  on  the  re-demand  of  the 
money  by  him;  but  it  is  said  that  that  vested  right  of 
action  was  got  rid  of  by  the  subsequent  giving  of  an  in- 

(a)  7  B.  &  Cr.  90 ;  9  D.  &  R.  860. 

(b)  10  A.  &  £.  82;  2  P.  &  D.  253. 
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demnity.    If  that  be  so.  it  is  a  defence  in  the  nature  of  iE^c*-  rf  Pi^f* 

1842 
accord  and  satisfSEUstion,  and  should  have  been  specially 

pleaded.    It  is  clear  that  the  act  of  the  son,  in  taking  the 

receipt  instead  of  having  the  bill  delivered  up,  was  wholly 

unauthorized,  and  it  was  immediately  repudiated  by  the 

plaintiff,  who  sent  him  back  to  demand  the  money. — He 

was  then  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  now 
satisfied  the  nonsuit  was  wrong.  The  right  of  action 
having  vested  in  the  plaintiff,  he  afterwards  takes  QoA- 
dard's  indemnity :  that  was  in  the  nature  of  accord  and 
satisfaction  for  his  claim  upon  the  defendant  for  not  re- 
paying the  money  or  delivering  up  the  bill.  It  ought 
therefore  to  have  been  specially  pleaded. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  plain- 
tiff  paid  this  money  on  the  supposition  that  he  was  to  have 
back  the  bill;  then  the  son  takes  the  receipt  without  any 
authority;  he  is  then  sent  back  for  the  money  or  the  bill, 
and  the  defendant  refuses  to  give  him  either.  At  that 
time  a  right  of  action  vested  in  the  plaintiff.  The  |»lain- 
tiff  then  agrees,  in  effect,  that  he  will  .^ve  up  that 
right  of  action  on  receiving  an  indemnity  from  Qoddard, 
and  the  indemnity  is  accordingly  given.  That  is  in  the 
nature  of  accord  and  satisfaction,  and  ought  to  have  been 
specially  pleaded. 

BiOLFE,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 
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Eseh,  of  PUat, 
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Jones  v.  Gooday. 
4^27.     rn 
By  a  local  act     XBESPASS  for  breaking  and  entering  tlie  plaintiff's 

^^rt^hitommu '  ^^^»  ^^^  digging  up  and  carrying  away  his  soil.  Plear- 
er*wewrto  Not  guilty  (by  statute).  The  cause  was  tried  before  Tliidai; 
cause  any  <*pre-  C.  J.^  at  the  Suffolk  Spring  Assizes  for  1841,  when  a  ver- 
iewen,  ditches,  ^ict  was  fouud  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  £6,  subject  to  the 
bTiPnedj  en-  opinio»  of  ^hc  Court  on  the  following  case. 
Urged,  altered,       r£\^  plaintiff  was  the  owucr  and  occupier  of  Friar's 

or  cleansed  i 

and  it  was  Mcadow,  situate  in  the  borough  of  Sudbury,  and  the 
eaM  anya<^on''  trespass  Complained  of  was  a  taking  by  the  defendant  of 
brought*!  Inst  P"^  ^^  ^^^  plaintiff's  land,  for  the  purpose  rf  widening  a 
any  person  for  ditch  and  drain  adjoining  Friar's  Meadow.  An  act  d 
fn  pursuance  of  Parliament  (local  and  personal)  passed  in  the  6th  Greo.  4, 
wfation  w  Ihe  (<5-  ^^)f  ^^^  paving,  clcausing,  improving,  &c.  the  borough 
matters  therein  ^f  Sudburv,  Under  which  the  defendant  and  plaintiff  were 

contained,  the  ""  t      a       ., 

plaintiff  should  and  still  are  commissioners.  In  April,  1840,  at  a  meeting 
anysucTaction,  of  the  Commissioners,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  certain 
amendrshouid  pc''*<>^*  ^  *  Committee,  to  inspect  the  ditch  in  question, 
have  been  made  ^ith  a  view  to  widcu  and  deepen  it,  and  to  report  to  the 

tohim,&c  .     .  ^.  i^/u  .     . 

or  his  attor.  Commissioners.  At  a  meeting  of  the  commisnoDers,  at 
behalf  ofThe*^    which  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  present,  the  commit- 

defendant,  Arc. 
before  such  ac« 

tion  brought ;  and  in  ease  no  such  tender  ahonld  be  made,  that  it  shonld  be  lawfiil  for  the  de- 
fendant, by  leave  of  the  Court,  to  pay  money  into  Court ;  and  if  the  matter  should  appear  to 
have  been  done  in  pursuance  and  under  the  authority  of  the  act,  or  after  sufficient  satisihctlon 
made  or  tendered  as  aforesaid,  then  that  the  jury  should  find  for  the  defendant 

The  commissioners,  of  whom  the  defendant  was  one,  appointed  a  committee  to  inspect  a  cer- 
tain ditch,  with  a  view  to  widening  the  same,  and  to  report  thereon.  The  committee  hariog 
reported  thereon  in  favour  of  widening  the  ditch,  the  commissioners  appointed  a  second  com- 
mittee, of  whom  the  defendant  was  one,  to  confer  with  a  surveyor  respecting  the  wock,  with 
power  to  two  of  them  to  act.  The  defendant  being  afterwards  told  by  the  clerk  to  the  commis- 
sioners that  he  might  proceed  without  ftirther  instructions  from  the  commissioners,  took  the 
plaintiff's  land  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  drain,  without  having  given  him  notice  or  ob- 
tained his  consent.  The  land  was  taken  for  the  bonA  fide  purpose  of  widening  the  drain.  The 
defendant,  before  action,  tendered  £10  as  amends,  which  the  plaintiff  refused  to  accept ;  bat 
no  tender  was  pleaded,  nor  was  the  amount  paid  into  Court.  The  jury  found  the  trespass,  and 
that  the  damage  amounted  to  £6  : — Held,  first,  that  although  neither  the  defendant  nor  the 
commissioners  were  authoriied  to  take  plaintiflTs  land  without  his  consent  in  writing,  yet  the 
defendant  was  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  act. 

Secondly,  that  the  defendant  was  not  bound  to  plead  the  tender,  or  pay  the  amount  tendered 
into  Court 
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tee  recommended  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  ditch.  Bsck^PUtu, 
The  commissioners  thereupon  ordered  an  estimate  to  be  ob- 
tainedj  and  a  committee  of  four  to  be  appointed^  of  whom 
the  defendant  was  one^  to  confer  with  the  snr^eyor,  and 
that  two  of  them  should  be  empowered  to  act.  No  farther 
authority  was  given  by  the  commissioners  in  respect  of  the 
work ;  no  application  was  made  by  the  commissioners  to  the 
plaintiff  to  treat  for  his  land,  and  no  notice  given  to  him 
that  his  land  would  be  required.  The  plaintiff's  land  was 
not  within  the  schedule  of  the  act  of  Parliament.  A  report 
having  been  made  to  the  commissioners,  the  clerk  told  the 
defendant  and  the  other  commissioner  that  they  might 
proceed  without  further  instructions  from  the  commis- 
sioners. The  defendant  accordingly  caused  the  ditch  in 
question  to  be  deepened  and  widened,  and  in  so  doing  cut 
into  and  carried  away  part  of  the  plaintiff's  soil.  The 
defendant,  after  notice  of  action,  tendered  as  amends  the 
sum  of  £10,  which  was  refused  by  the  plaintiff,  but  the 
tender  was  not  pleaded,  nor  was  the  amount  paid  into 
Court.  The  jury  found  specially  that  a  trespass  had  been 
committed  by  the  defendant,  and  that  the  damages  done 
to  the  plaintiff's  land  amounted  to  £5 ;  that  the  alteration 
was  necessary  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  off  the  water 
and  filth  from  the  highways  of  the  borough;  and  that 
such  alteration  was  really  and  bonft  fide  made  for  that 
purpose. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  were,  first, 
whether  the  defendant  or  the  commissioners  had  any  right 
to  take  the  plaintiff's  land  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the 
ditch  in  question  without  his  consent,  in  writing ;  second- 
ly, whether  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  act ;  thirdly,  whether  the  defendant  could  avail  him- 
self of  the  tender  of  £10,  not  having  pleaded  the  same, 
or  paid  the  amount  into  Court.  The  act  of  Parliament, 
6  Qeo.  4,  c.  Ixz,  was  to  be  taken  as  forming  part  of  the 
case,  and  the  Court  was  to  determine  for  which  party  the 
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Sxeh.  rf  Pita$,  verdict  was  to  be  entered ;  and  if  for  the  plaintiff^  then  for 
^^^'         what  sum  {a). 

Kelly f  for  the  plaintiff. — ^No  doubt  the  commissioners 
had  power,  under  the  20th  section,  to  widen  the  drains  in 
question,  and  to  go  upon  the  adjoining  land  for  that  pur- 


y 

Jl>ME8 

V. 

GOODAT. 


(a)  The  sections  of  the  act  ma- 
terial to  the  case  are  as  follows :~ 
By  section  20,  the  commissioners, 
of  whom  five  were  to  be  present  at 
each  meeting,  were  actthorized  to 
"cause  any  of  the  present  or  future 
sewers,  gutters,  or  watercourses  to 
be  stepped  up,  or  otherwise  qpened, 
enlarged,  altered,  or  cleansed,  or 
the  form  or  course  thereof  to  be  al- 
tered, turned,  varied,  changed,  or 
diverted." 

By  another  section  of  Ihe  act,  the 
commissioners  were  authorized  to 
take  certain  scheduled  lands  within 
fne  years  after  the  passing  of  the 
act;  after  which  they  could  take 
the  land  only  with  the  consent  of 
the  owners. 

By  section  113,  it  was  enacted, 
'*  that  no  plaintiff  shall  recover 
in  any'  action  to  l>e  commenced 
against  any  person 'for  any  Aung 
done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  un- 
less notice  in  writing  shall  be  given 
to  the  defendant  or  defendants, 
twenty-eight  days  before  such  ac- 
tion diall  be  commenced,  &e.  &c. 
Nor  shall  the  plaintiff  or  plaintifb 
recover  in  any  such  action,  if  tender 
of  amends  shall  have  been  made  to 
him,  her,  or  them,  or  to  his,  her, 
or  their  attorney,  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  defendant  or  defendants,  be- 
fore such  action  brought ,-  and  in 
ease  no  eueh  tender  ehall  be  made^ 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  defendant 


or  defendants,  in  any  such  action, 
by  leave  of  the  Court,  at  any  time 
-before  issue  joined,  to  pay  into 
Court  such  sum  of  money  as  he, 
she,  or  they  shall  think  proper, 
whereupon  such  proceedings,  order, 
and. Judgment  shall  be  made  and 
given  in  and  by  such  Court,  as  in 
other  actions  where  the  defendant  is 
allowed  to  pay  money  into  Court." 
By  section  114,  it  was  enacted, 
that  "no  action  or  suit  shall  be 
l>rought  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons for  any  thing  done  in  pur- 
luance  of  this  act,  or  in  relation  to 
the  matters  therein  contained,  after 
three  calendar  months  from  the  fact 
committed;  and  the  defendant  or 
defendants  in  every  such  action  or 
suit  shall  <and  may  at  his  or  their 
election  plead  specially,  or  the  ge- 
neral issue,  and  give  thb  act,  or  the 
special  matter,  in  evidence  at  any 
trial,  and  that  the  same  was  done 
in  pursuance  of  and  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  act ;  and  if  the  same 
shall  appear  to  have  been  so  done, 
or  if  such  action  or  suit  shall  hava 
been  brought  before  the  expiration 
of  twenty-eight  days  next  after  such 
notice  shall  have  been  given  ai 
aforesaid,  or  after  sufficient  satia- 
factioo  made  or  tendered  as  afbre- 
said,  or,  &c,  then  and  in  any  of 
iSie  said  cases,  the  jury  shall  find  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants." 
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pose,  but  they  had  no  power  to  take  the  plaintiff's  or  any  Rxck.  of  Pha*, 
other  person's  lands  for  that  purpose,  without  giving  notice, 
and  obtaining  his  consent.  They  had  no  authority  under 
the  act  to  deprive  him  of  the  possession  of  it  without  such 
notice ;  and  the  plaintiff  might  have  maintained  ejectment 
against  them  to  recover  possession  of  the  land  they  so 
took.  If  the  commissioners  thought  proper  to  take  the 
plaintiff's  land  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  drains, 
they  should  have  given  him  notice  in  writing,  and  asked 
him  to  give  his  consent,  and  if  he  refused,  they  should 
have  resorted  to  the  compulsory  proceedings  under  the  act. 
Secondly,  the  defendant  is  not  within  the  protection 
of  the  act.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  case  if  this 
act  had  been  done  by  the  commissioners,  the  defendant, 
who  in  doing  it  was  not  acting  as  a  commissioner, 
had  no  authority  to  widen  the  ditch;  he  was  a  mere 
stranger,  not  authorized  to  do  any  act  at  all.  Wh^re  a 
person  is  authorized  to  do  the  act,  but  in  doing  it  goes 
beyond  his  authority,  he  is  within  the  protection  of  sudi 
a  clause  as  this;  but  where  he  has  no  authority  to  do  the 
act  at  all,  he  is  not  protected.  Thus,  where  a  magistrate, 
who  has  an  authority  to  commit,  under  a  summary  juris* 
diction,  for  six  months,  commits  for  twelve  montiis,  he  is 
within  the  protection,  because  he  has  merely  exceeded  his 
jurisdiction.  There  are  several  cases  to  shew  that  the  party's 
bon&  fide  believing  himself  to  have  authority  to  do  the  act, 
and  acting  on  that  belief,  ia  not  sufficient  to  bring  him 
within  the  protection  of  an  act  of  Parliament.  In  Cook 
V.  Leonard  (a),  the  protection  to  which  a  party  was  en- 
titled, under  an  act  of  this  description,  was  held  not  to 
depend  upon  bona  fides,  but  upon  the  question  whether 
he  had  reasonable  ground  for  supposing  that  the  thing 
done  by  him  was  done  in  execution  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act.  Bayley^  J.,  there  says :  ''  Where  a 
statute  gives  protection  to  persons  acting  in  execution  or 

(a)  6  B.  &  C.  351;  9  D.  &  R.  339. 
VOL.  IX.  D  D  D  M.  W. 
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Sxck,  of  PUa$t  in  pursaftnce  of  it,  aU  persons  acting  under  its  proviaions 
-  are  entitled  to  that  protection,  although  the^  exceed  their 
J0MB8  authority  by  so  doing.  There  must,  however,  be  some 
GooDAT.  limits  to  that  rule,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  there  are  cases 
which  warrant  this  distinction.  If  an  officer  does  any  act, 
part  of  which  is,  and  part  of  which  is  not,  authoriaed  by  the 
statute;  or  if  a  magistrate  act  in  a  case  which  his  general 
character  authorises  him  to  do,  the  mere  excess  of  autho- 
rity in  either  case  does  not  deprive  the  officer  or  magis- 
trate of  that  protection  which  is  oonfCTred  upon  those  who 
act  in  execution  of  it ;  but  where  there  is  a  total  absence 
of  authority  to  do  any  part  of  that  which  has  been  done, 
the  party  doing  the  act  is  not  entitled  to  that  protection/' 
The  same  principle  was  recognised  in  HopkhiM  v.  Crowe  (a). 
Here  the  defendant  did  an  act  which  no  one  authorized 
him  to  do;  and  although  he  was  in  fact  a  commissioner,  it 
was  not  an  act  done  under  the  authority  of  the  commis- 
sioners, but  altogether  without  authority,  even  for  the  pur- 
pose of  entering  upon  the  lands,  and  he  is  therefore  not 
within  the  protection  of  the  statute. 

Thirdly,  altiiough  the  defendant  tendered  the  sum  of 
£10  before  action  brought,  he  has  not  pleaded  it,  nor 
brought  it  into  Court,  which  he  ought  to  have  done.  It 
was  essentially  necessary,  if  he  had  pleaded  it,  to  have 
brought  the  money  into  Court,  in  order  to  give  the  plaintiff 
an  opportunity  of  taking  it  out  if  he  chose  to  do  so.  The 
114th  section  may  relieve  the  defiradant  from  the  necessity 
of  pleading  it  specially,  but  he  must  pay  the  money  into 
Court  under  the  general  issue.  If  he  is  not  bound  to  do 
so,  the  plaintiff  may  altogether  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  tendered,  whatever  be  the  result  of  the  action.  If 
it  were  not  for  that  clause,  the  defendant  must  have 
pleaded  it,  and  he  ought  therefore  to  have  paid  the  money 
into  Court,  because  the  legislature  only  intended  to  relieve 
him  from  the  necessity  of  pleading  it. 

(a)  4  Ad.  &  £11.  774. 
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Byles,  oontri.  was  stopped  by  the  Court.  ^B«*.  •/  Pt^t 

1842. 


Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  this  case  Jok^s 
is  clearly  within  the  provisions  of  this  act  of  Parliament,  Goooat. 
and  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the  verdict.  There 
are  two  points  of  view  in  which  cases  of  this  class  may  be 
looked  at;  one,  as  against  a  party  who  has  been  authorized 
to  proceed,  and  the  other,  as  in  the  case  of  an  act  done 
which  was  not  authorized  by  the  act  of  Parliament  at  all. 
Those  are  two  very  different  cases,  and  should  not  be  con- 
founded together.  Suppose  the  case  of  an  act  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Parliament  to  be  done,  but  that  the  party  who 
performs  the  act  is  not  invested  with  the  exact  authority  in 
the  form  which  the  act  of  Parliament  prescribes ;  for  exam- 
ple, suppose  the  commissioners  were  bound  to  make  all 
their  orders  in  writing,  but  instead  of  doing  so  they  make 
an  order  verbally,  and  direct  their  derk  to  communicate 
it  to  the  defendant^  who  is  one.  of  their  own  body,  and  to 
authorize  him  to  proceed ; — that  would  be  a  case,  according 
to  Mr.  KeUj^s  argument,  in  which  the  action  would  have 
been  maintainable;  and  so  doubtless  it  would  be,  strictly 
speaking,  because  he  was  not  authorized  modo  et  form&  as 
the  act  required;  but  Mr.  KeUy  must  go  the  length  of  saying, 
that  though  proceeding  strictly  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  in 
performing  the  act  authorized  to  be  done,  yet  because  he 
was  not  the  person  authorized  to  do  it,  he  would  be  without 
protection,  even  if  he  entertained  a  bonft  fide  supposition 
that  he  was  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Parliament, 
and  that  he  had  due  authority.  Another  point  of  view  is, 
supposing  the  act  of  Parliament  itself  in  no  respect  autho- 
rized the  doing  of  the  act, — as  if  it  were  the  proceeding  to 
make  a  bridge,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  act  at  all: — ^in 
such  case,  a  party  has  no  authority  to  do  the  act  himself,  or 
to  authorize  others  to  do  it ;  nevertheless,  if  there  were  a  case 
where  the  commissioners,  acting  bon&  fide  on  a  doubt  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  act  of  Parliament, 

D  D  D  2 
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£rcA.  «/  PUus,  did  such  an  BCt,  I  am  far  from  supposing  tliat  they  might 
'  '  not  have  a  defence  under  this  clause.  Now  here  is  a 
J0MB8  ease  where  it  is  admitted  that  the  commissioners  are  au- 
GooDAT.  thorized  under  the  act  of  Parliament,  only  they  have  not 
used  their  authority  modo  et  formft;  they  are  authorized 
by  the  clause  which  has  been  read,  "  to  enlarge,  alter, 
and  cleanse  the  sewers,  drains,  &c/'  Can  it  be  said 
that  those  are  words  that  are  not  affected  by,  or  that 
these  powers  have  no  relation  to,  the  clause  ''that  no  ac- 
tion or  suit  shall  be  brought  against  any  person  or  per- 
sons for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  in 
relation  to  the  matters  herein  contained?"  Who  can 
doubt  that  widening  of  sewers  is  a  thing  relating  to  the 
matters  therein  contained?  This  is  an  action  for  doing  a 
*  thing  in  respect  of  the  matters  therein  contained,  though 
not  executed  modo  et  form&,  and  therefore  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled,  strictly  speaking,  to  an  action  of  trespass,  which 
can  be  maintained  against  the  doer  of  the  act,  unless  a 
tender  is  made  before  the  action  is  brought.  Here  the 
jury  have  found  that  satisfaction  was  tendered  before  the 
action  was  brought;  and  the  commissioners,  and  the  de- 
fendant, were  acting  under  the  bon&  fide  supposition,  and 
no  other,  that  the  latter  was  performing  an  act  in  relation 
to  the  matters  therein  contained.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, that  in  any  view  of  the  case  this  clause  affords  a  com- 
plete protection,  the  jury  having  found  the  satis&ction 
and  tender  to  have  been  made.  I  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  consider  whether  an  ejectment  could  be  main- 
tained by  the  plaintiff;  it  will  be  time  enough  to  determine 
that  question  when  such  an  action  is  brought.  Here  the 
plaintiff  has  brought  an  action  of  trespass  for  that  which, 
although  authorized  to  be  done,  has  not  been  done  in  the 
exact  form  which  it  ought  to  have  been,  but  that  trespass 
has  been  compensated  by  the  tender  of  amends. 

The  last  point  is  this,  whether  the  tender  of  amends 
should  have  been  pleaded,  or  the  money  paid  into  Court. 
I  think  not.    Here  tender  of  amends  was  made,  but  the 
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plaintiff  chooses  to  renounce  it,  and  prefers  the  chance  of  E*ch.  of  PUat, 
what  he  may  gain  by  a  verdict ;  it  turns  out  that  he  has     v   ^^'  . 
reoeiyed  a  sufficient  tender  of  amends,  and  the  verdict  is        Jonbs 
against  him.     It  is  not  the  case,  therefore,  where  a  party      Goodat. 
is  required  to  pay  money  into  Court,  or  to  plead  a  tender. 

Parks,  B. — In  this  case  several  questions  are  submitted 
for  the  opinion  of  the  Court.  I  am  of  opinion  that  these 
questions  are  all  to  be  answered  so  as  to  entitle  the  de- 
fendant to  our  judgment. 

The  first  question  is,  whether  the  commissioners  have 
any  right  to  take  this  land  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner  in  writing.  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  the  de- 
fendant nor  the  commissioners  had  any  power  to  take  or 
use  the  land  without  the  owner's  consent  in  writing,  be- 
cause it  is  land  not  mentioned  in  the  schedule,  and  all 
other  land  is  not  to  be  taken  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner.  The  next  question  is,  whether  the  defendant  is 
entitled  to  protection  for  this  act  that  he  has  done;  and 
I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  is.  In  the  first  place,  he 
is  a  person  within  the  meaning  of  the  protecting  clause, 
which  extends  to  all  the  commissioners,  and  all  those  who 
have  the  authority  of  the  commissioners  for  acting  :  now 
he  was  a  commissioner  himself.  And  it  is  clear  that  he  bon& 
fide  supposed  he  was  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  and 
that  he  had  the  authority  of  the  commissioners,  as  he  ap- 
pealed to  their  clerk,  and  the  clerk  said  he  was  to  go  on. 
It  is  very  true  that  even  five  of  the  commissioners  had  no 
power  to  take  land  under  these  circumstances ;  but  if  they 
acted  upon  the  bon&  fide  supposition  that  they  had  autiio- 
rity  to  do  so,  they  would  be  protected  under  the  clause  in 
question.  If  the  rule  laid  down  in  Cook  v.  Leonard  were 
strictly  interpreted  and  acted  upon,  it  might  be  the  occa- 
sion of  much  mischief.  Clauses  of  this  nature  were 
meant  for  the  protection  of  honest  persons,  who  bon&  fide 
meant  to  discharge  their  duty.  The  case  is  distinguishable 
from  Hopkins  v.  Crowe,  for  there  two  persons  only  were 
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Bxek.  of  PUm$,  anthorised  to  act,  or  to  do  any  thing  under  the  act  of 
Parliament,  the  constable,  and  the  owner  of  the  animal^ 
and  the  defendant  there  was  neither  the  one  nor   the 
other.    In  this  case  the  clause  was  cleaily  intended    to 
benefit  the  commissioners,  who  act  nnder  a  bon&  fide 
belief  that  they  have  authority  for  what  they  are  doin^^. 
The  next  question  it  is  not  strict^  necessary  to  give  an 
opinion  upon,  because  I  think  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
our  judgment  on  these  two  grounds.    That  question,  as  to 
the  tender,  depends  on  the  wording  of  that  clause  of  the  act 
of  Parliament  which  gives  the  power  of  pleading  the  gene- 
ral issue.    The  words  are — "  and  the  defendant  or  defend* 
ants  in  every  such  action  or  suit  shall  or  may,  at  his  or 
their  election,  plead  specially  or  the  general  issue,  and 
give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence  at  any 
trial,  and  that  the  same  was  done  in  pursuance  of  and 
under  tiie  authority  of  this  act.''    If  the  clause  had  stopped 
there,  and  had  not  proceeded  to  allow  the  tender  of  amends^ 
there  might  have  been  a  question ;  but  it  goes  on — "  and 
if  the  same  shall  appear  to  have  been  so  done,  or  if  such 
action  or  suit  shall  have  been  brought  before  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty-eight  days  next  after  such  notice  shall  have 
been  given  as  aforesaid,  or  after  sufficient  satisfaction  made 
and  tendered  as  aforesaid,  or  after  the  time  limited  for 
bringing  the  same,  or  shall  be  brought  in  any  other  county 
or  place  than  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  any  of  the  said 
cases  the  jury  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  de- 
fendants.''   What  does  that  mean  ?    It  clearly  means  that 
they  shall  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  upon  thai  plea, 
whether  it  be  a  special  plea  or  the  general  issue.  It  is  said 
this  is  a  great  hardship  upon  the  plaintiff,  because  in  that 
case  he  loses  the  sum  of  monqr  tendered  as  amends ;  but 
the  sum  tendered  is  not  a  debt;  it  is  a  sort  of  defence 
which  the  law  gives  to  a  man  for  doing  inadvertently  an 
improper  act :  the  law  allows  him  to  do  justice  by  tendering 
amends,  and  if  the  plaintiff  refuses  the  sum  offered  at  the 
time  it  is  tendered,  he  has  no  claim  to  call  upon  the  de- 
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fendant  to  pay  it  into  court.    There  is  a  case  referred  to  ^»eh.  af  PUat^ 


1842. 


in  Bacon's  Abridgment^  tit. ''  Tender/'  pi.  6,  oi  Lawrence  v. 

CoXf  where  it  was  held  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  a  party        Jonbs 


V. 


who  pleads  a  tender  of  amends,  to  pay  the  money  into  court.  Goodat. 
That  is  a  precedent  for  pursuing  the  course  the  defendant 
has  taken  here;  indeed^  it  goes  beyond  the  present  case, 
because  it  is  an  authority  that  eyen  on  a  plea  of  tender  it 
was  unnecessary  to  pay  the  money  into  court.  The  sum 
tendered  is  not  a  debt,  but  the  tender  is  a  matter  collateral 
to  the  defenpe,  and  I  think  it  imposed  no  obligation  on  the 
defendant  to  pay  the  money  into  court.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  there  is  a  good  bar  to  the  action^  and  that 
the  verdict  must  be  entered  for  the  defendant. 

Aldebson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  a  party  is  acting  bon&  fide  in  what  he  con- 
siders to  be  the  execution  of  the  authority  vested  in  him, 
he  is  entitled  to  notice  of  action,  and  to  tender  amends, 
and  then  the  only  question  is,  has  he  tendered  sufficient 
amends?  If  the  law,  as  laid  down  in  the  case  cited  by 
Mr.  Ketty,  were  to  be  strictly  acted  upon,  I  concur  entirely 
with  my  brother  Parke  in  thinking  it  would  take  away  the 
protection  the  legislature  intended  to  give  to  officers  acting 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  because  it  would  impose  on 
third  persons  the  task  of  deciding,  in  every  case,  whether 
they  had  acted  reasonably  or  not.  If  the  act  done  was  such 
that  no  reasonble  man  could,  in  doing  it,  be  supposed  to 
have  acted  bon&  fide,  that  would  be  another  question.  In  the 
case  of  Cook  v.  Leonard,  the  Court  must  have  considered  that 
no  reasonable  man  could  have  aeted  as  the  defendant  did; 
that  it  was  not  merely  gross  ignorance  on  his  part,  but 
amounted  to  mala  fides.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  well  laid 
down  by  Lord  EUefUnnvuffh,  and  Bayley,  J.,  in  Hieobald  v. 
Crichmuire  (a).  There  it  appeared  the  defendant  acted  in 
ignorance;  but  what  does  Lord  Ettenboro/ugh  say?  that  the 

(a)  1  B.&A1d.227. 


746  CASES    IN   THE    BXCHEQUEBy 

Bjceh.  rf  Pleats  solequestionwas^iiot  whether  he  acted  illegally^  btttwhether^ 


1843. 


in  so  acting,  he  did  it  with  a  bon&  fide  intention  of  canying 
out  the  act  of  Parliament :  and  Bayley,  J.,  at  the  ooncluflion 
of  his  judgment,  says,  ''It  appears  to  me  that  the  officer  acted 
illegally,  but  in  the  supposed  bon&  fide  execution  of  his 
duty,  and  that  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  statute/^    So  here,  I  should  say  this  defendant  acted 
illegally,  but  in  the  supposed  bon&  fide  execution  of  his 
duty,  as  one  of  the  commissioners,  carrying  into  effect  tlie 
act  of  all  the  commissioners,  under  the  authority  of  this  act 
of  Parliament,  and  he  is  therefore  within  the  protection  of 
the  statute.    Then  has  he  tendered  sufficient  amends  for 
what  he  has  done  ?  The  jury  have  found  that  he  has.    But 
then  it  is  said,  that  he  ought  to  have  brought  the  money 
into  court ;  I  do  not  think  so.    Suppose  this  case,  that  be- 
fore the  act  was  done,  it  had  been  required  that  he  should 
make  an  offer  to  pay  so  much  to  the  other  party ;  he  does 
make  the  offer,  and  does  the  act.    In  that  case  he  is  au- 
thorized, and  it  could  not  be  necessary  to  bring  the  money 
into  court :  here  he  has  done  the  act  without  authority, 
but  he  tenders  the  amount  before  the  action  is  brought. 
It  is  said  that  infficts  great  hardship,  and  that  if  a  party 
were  to  tender  £10,000  for  amends,  the  plaintiff  may 
lose  it  all,  because  a  jury  might  happen  to  say  that  j69,999 
was  sufficient.     I  do  not  think  that  follows  at  all :  a  party  to 
whom  amends  are  tendered  may  take  it,  and  yet  say,  ''This 
is  not  sufficient,^'  and  may  go  on  notwithstanding.    I  am 
putting  the  case  where  one  party  thinks  the  sum  tendered 
is  sufficient,  and  the  other  party  alleges  that  it  is  not 
enough;  but  if  the  latter  chooses  to  go  on,  according  to 
the  words  in  the  clause,  "  after  sufficient  satisfaction  made 
or  tendered,''  there  is  no  hardship  in  his  being  deprived  of 
it  altogether. 

RoLVB,  B. — ^I  entirely  concur,  and  the  only  observation 
I  shall  make  is  this,  that  this  statute  is  merely  a  local  one, 
and  thore  is  no  reason  for  supposing  there  ever  will  be  a 


KA8TEB   TSBlf,  5  YICT.  747 

case  like  the  extreme  one  that  has  been  put ;  it  is  not  like  ^^\^2^^'* 
a  provision  applying  generally  to  all  times  and  all  places ; 
and  the  only  injury  a  party  can  sustain  in  trifling  matters 
of  this  sort  will  be,  that  if  sufficient  amends  have  been 
tendered,  then  he  cannot  maintain  his  action. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


HuTCHiNOs  V.  Beeves  and  Boxall.  Mays. 

Trespass  for  breaking  and  entering  the  plaintiff's  ^"5*^^^'  ""^ 
shop,  and  taking  and  carrying  away  three  pewter  pots.  measureB,  ap. 
Plea,  not  guilty  (by  statute).    At  the  trial  before  Gtir-  mJIods  under 
ney,  B.,  at  the  Middlesex  Sittings  after  Hikry  Term,  it  'i^JellYr^ 
appeared  that  the  defendant  Beeves,  in  his  capacity  of  in-  ^^^  having  a 

-,  _  -I  m  -^m-'  1 1%       general  warrant 

spector  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  county  of  Middle-  from  a  magis- 
sex,  appointed  by  the  justices  in  sessions,  under  the  stat.  1^28*  toa^tat 
6  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  63,  s.  17,  on  the  80th  August,  1841,  en-  J"^^j?^'^;  ^' 
tered  the  premises  of  the  plaintiff,  who  kept  a  beershop,  may*  by  Tirtue 
and  proceeded  to  try  by  the  imperial  standard  the  beer  ment  and  war." 
measures  he  found  there;  and  the  three  pots  in  question  I[hop,ftc"w*th- 
being  in  his  judgment  deficient  in  measure,  he  seized  them,  '"  *;}•  district, 

®  •*      ®  '  .    '   atallteaaonable 

and  gave  them  to  the  other  defendant,  who  accompanied  times,  to  cza- 
him  with  a  basket  for  that  purpose,  and  carried  them  away,  filue  weights'^ 
The  warrant  under  which  the  defendant  Reeves  acted,  dated  ^^  "^""n^ 
2nd  December,  1840,  was  put  in  and  read.    It  recited  that  bavc  a  spedai 

.    ,     _    _  _    .  _  t.       .  %      warrant  from  a 

it  had  been  granted  m  pursuance  of  an  application  made  justice  in  each 
by  him  for  that  purpose  to  the  magistrate  by  whom  it  was  ^  ''^ 
signed,  and  empowered  him,  at  all  seasonable  times,  to 
enter  all  shops,  houses,  &c.,  whatsoever  '^  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion,''  wherein  goods  should  be  exposed  or  kept  for  sale,  &c., 
and  to  require  the  production  of  all  weights,  measures, 
steelyards,  &c.,  and  to  compare  and  try  the  same  with 
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Exek.  of  Pleat,  the  imperial  standard  weights  and  measures^  &c.    Upon 
this  evidence^  it  was  objected  for  the  plaintiff^  firsts  that 
this  warranty  being  in  general  terms^  and  not  containing 
any  authority  to  enter  and  search  the  premises  of  the 
plaintiff  by  name^  was  insufficient,  and  afforded  no  justifi- 
cation to  the  defendants:  and  secondly,  that  the  defendant 
Boxall,  who  had  no  warrant  or  appointment  under  the 
statute,  but  merely  accompanied  Beeves  as  his  servant,  was 
not  entitled  to  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  the  special 
matter  in  evidence,  under  the  89th  section  of  the  act^ 
which  enacts  that  ''in  all  actions  brought  against  any 
person  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  or  in 
the  execution  of  the  powers  or  authorities  thereof,  the  de- 
fendant or  defendants  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  eridence,  at  any 
trial  to  be  had  thereon,  and  that  the  acts  were  done  in 
pursuance  or  by  the  authority  of  the  act(a)/'  The  learned 
Judge  reserved  the  points  for  the  opinion  of  the  Courts 
and  the  plaintiff  had  a  verdict,  damages  2/.  fit.,  leave  being 
reserved  to  the  defendants  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict  for 
them  or  either  of  them* 

In  this  Term,  R.  V.  Richards  obtained  a  rule  accord- 
ingly, against  which 

Flait  and  BoviU  now  shewed  cause. — It  is  dear  that  the 
inspector  of  weights  and  measures  has  not  the  power  con- 
tended for  in  this  case, — ^to  enter  any  shop  and  seize  the 
measures  which  he  may  deem  deficient  in  weight,  under  a 
general  warrant  such  as  this, — unless  it  be  given  him  by 
the  28th  section  of  the  stat.  5  &  6  Will  4,  c.  68.  The 
17th  section,  which  relates  to  the  original  appointment  of 
inspectors  by  the  justices  in  sessions,  certainly  gives  no 
such  authority.  It  merely  enacts,  that  in  England,  at  the 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  the  justices  shall 

(a)  The  latter  objection  was  abandoned  on  the  aigument  of  the  rule. 
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detennine  the  number  of  copies  of  the  imperial  standard  Breh.  ^f  Pkat, 
weights  and  measures,  which  they  shall  deem  requisite  for 
the  comparison  of  all  weights  and  measures  in  use  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  and  shall  direct  that  such 
oqiies,  verified  and  stamped  at  the  Exchequer,  shall  be 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  same,  and  shall  fix  the  places 
at  which  such  copies  shall  be  deposited,  and  shall  appmit 
a  sufficient  number  of  mspectors  of  weights  and  measures 
for  the  safe  custody  of  sudi  copies,  and  for  the  discharge 
of  the  other  duties  thereinafter  mentioned ;  and  shall 
allot  to  eadi  inspector  a  separate  district.  The  question, 
therefore,  turns  altogether  upon  the  28th  section,  by 
which  it  is  enacted,  "  that  in  England  and  Ireland  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  every  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  ftc., 
and  in  Scothmd  for  every  sheriff,  &c.,  or  for  any  inspector 
authorized  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  any  justice  of  the 
peace  &c.,  at  all  seasonable  times,  to  enter  any  shop  ftc. 
whatever  '  within  his  jurisdiction,'  wherein  goods  shall  be 
exposed  or  kept  for  sale,&c.,and  there  to  examine  all  weights, 
measures,  steelyards,  or  other  weighing  machines,  and  to 
compare  and  try  the  same  with  the  copies  of  the  imperial 
standard  weights  and  measures  required  or  authorized  to 
be  provided  under  this  act;  and  if  upon  such  examination 
it  shall  appear  that  the  said  weights  or  measures  are  light 
or  otherwise  unjust,  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized 
and  forfeited,  ftc.  ftc/'  And  if  the  defendant  did  not 
well  justify  his  entry  under  this  section,  he  did  not  bring 
himself  within  the  protection  of  the  89th  section.  Now  the 
warrant  put  in  evidence  gave  the  defendant  no  specific 
authority  to  enter  the  plaintiff's  shop.  The  statute  re- 
quires that  the  inspector  shall  be  armed  with  the  warrant 
of  a  magistrate,  authorizing  the  act  which  would  otherwise 
be  a  trespass.  The  appointment  and  the  warrant  are  two 
entirely  different  things;  the  former  iz  a  general  nomina- 
tion of  the  party  to  the  office,  to  be  made  by  the  ses- 
sions ;  the  latter  is  a  particular  authority,  to  be  given  by 
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Bxek.  0f  Pleat,  one  magistrate,  to  enter  and  seixe  if  necessarjr.    It  will  be 


1842. 


said  that  this  oonstmction  will  tend  to  defeat  the  olgect  of 
HuTCHnroa    the  statute,  because^  in  that  case,  there  mnst  be  a  previous 


9, 


Rbsym.  summons,  which  will  give  the  party  notice  to  remove  all 
evidence  of  the  firaud:  but  that  is  not  so;  this  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  search-warrant,  and  therefore  no  previous  summons 
would  be  necessary;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be 
granted  upon  reasonable  information  given  to  the  magistrate 
with  reference  to  the  specific  shop  or  place.  There  can  be 
no  difference  in  principle  as  to  the  insufficiency  of  a  general 
warrant,  whether  granted  against  the  person  or  the  goods. 
Now  it  is  laid  down  distinctly  in  4  Bl.  Comm.  291,  that ''  a 
general  warrant  to  apprehend  all  persons  suspected,  with- 
out naming  or  particularly  describing  any  person  in  special, 
is  illegal  and  void  for  its  uncertainty ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  magistrate,  and  ought  not  to  be  left  to  the  officer,  to 
judge  of  the  ground  of  suspicion/'  If  it  had  been  in- 
tended that  such  a  general  warrant  should  be  an  authority, 
the  act  would  have  said  in  express  terms,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  inspector  so  appoinied  a$  afaregaid,  at  all 
seasonable  times,  to  enter  &c ;  but  the  words  used  in 
sect.  28  shew  that  he  is  not  considered  by  the  l^slature 
as  an  officer  of  sufficient  dignity  to  exercise  the  discretion 
himself,  although  the  justice  or  sheriff  is.  He  ought, 
therefore,  to  have  their  special  authority  for  the  particular 
act.  [Lord  AUnffer,  C.  B. — ^If  that  be  so,  what  becomes 
of  the  words  ''  at  all  seasonable  times  ?''  The  inspector  is 
already  appointed,  and  is  a  known  officer ;  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether,  if  a  justice  or  sheriff  give  him  such  au- 
thority in  writing,  he  is  not  thereby  put  in  the  same 
position  with  them.]  So  also  is  a  constable  a  known  officer; 
yet  no  such  general  authority  is  vested  in  him.  There  can 
be  no  inconvenience  in  having  the  authority  of  a  justice 
before  the  inspector  enters  the  premises,  while  much  dan- 
ger to  the  rights  of  the  subject  must  necessarily  arise  finom 
reposing  the  discretion  in  an  inferior  officer  such  as  this. 
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But,  further,  upon  the  true  construction  of  the  28tli  ««?*•  ^  '*»•. 

1842 
section,  this  power  is  only  given  to  the  inspector  within 

his  jurisdiction,  that  is,  within  the  district  to  which  he  is 
assigned  by  the  sessions,  under  the  17th  section ;  and  it 
could  not  have  been  intended  that  the  justice  should  have 
power  to  enlarge  the  inspector's  jurisdiction  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  his  own.  The  power  of  entering,  &c.,  is  wiJMn  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  justice  ^ihe  words  **  within  his  Jurisdic^ 
tion"  mean  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice,  and  the  warrant 
here  is  made  out  in  the  same  terms ;  but  the  inspector  has 
no  authority,  by  the  statute,  to  act  out  of  his  own  limits ; 
he  cannot  know  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice 
who  signs  the  warrant.  If  this  general  warrant,  co-exten- 
sive with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice,  be  valid,  every  jus- 
tice might  authorize  every  inspector,  though  with  a  limited 
jurisdiction,  to  enter  every  house  throughout  the  whole 
county.  The  true  construction  of  the  28th  section  is,  that 
the  justice  within  his  jurisdiction  must  exercise  his  own 
discretion,  and  from  time  to  time,  and  in  each  particular 
instance,  authorize  the  inspector  acting  within  the  limits 
of  his  appointment,  to  enter,  &c.,  and  that  the  justice  has 
no  power  to  delegate  the  whole  of  his  discretion,  through- 
out the  whole  of  his  own  extended  jurisdiction,  to  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  who  is  to  act  only  within  certain  limits  and 
under  his  authority. 

jR.  V.  Richards  and  TFhitehurst,  in  support  of  the  rule. 
— The  inspector,  when  authorized  by  the  justice  in  writing, 
has  thereafter  the  same  power  that  by  the  act  is  given  to 
the  justice  himself;  that  is,  ai  all  seasonable  times  to  enter 
any  shop,  &c.  If  there  be  any  restriction  upon  the  in- 
spector, when  BO  authorized,  so  is  there  also  upon  the  jus- 
tice. It  is  said  this  is  a  large  power  to  be  conferred  on  such 
an  officer;  but  it  is  less  extensive  than  that  of  the  leet  jury 
(for  whom  the  inspector  is  substituted  by  this  act),  who  had 
anthorityj  though  altogether  unknown  to  the  party,  to 
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Bxeh.  0/  PitM,  enter  into  any  shop  and  seize  measures  they  deemed  de- 
ficient. The  object  of  the  act  was  to  give  additional  re- 
medies for  the  prevention  of  frauds  of  this  kind.  It  is 
admitted  that  this  power  is  given  to  the  justice  or  sheriff; 
and  it  is  dear  that  the  inspector,  when  authorized  by  their 
warrant,  is  to  all  intexits  their  deputy  for  these  purposes. 
There  is  good  reason  for  the  warrant  being  required,  be- 
cause the  inspector  has  no  appointment  except  by  the 
resolution  of  the  sessions,  filed  at  the  sessions ;  and  it  was 
expedient  that,  before  he  entered  any  house,  he  should 
have  an  instrumait  to  produce,  shewing  his  authority  and 
character.  And  it  is  very  possible  that  the  legislature 
might  not  think  it  fit  that  every  inspector  should  be  in- 
trusted with  this  power,  but  only  isuch  as  from  time  to 
time  were  deemed  by  a  magistrate  proper  persons  to  ex- 
ecute it.  This  is  no  question  as  to  the  validity  of  general 
warrants,  but  merely  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  legislature  in 
this  particular  case.  If  it  were  necessary  first  to  obtain  a 
search-warrant  in  each  case,  there  must,  for  that  purpose, 
be  an  infonnation  on  oath.  Then  how  is  such  information 
to  be  obtained?  not  by  entry  of  the  officer  on  the  pre- 
mises, because  the  argument  supposes  that  the  entry  for 
such  a  purpose  renders  him  liable  to  an  action ;  and  if  it 
is  to  be  given  on  the  oath  of  a  third  party,  the  tradesman 
would  thereby  be  subjected  to  a  particular  and  perhaps 
wholly  unjust  suspicion;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  an 
opportunity  would  be  given  to  finaudulent  persons  to  re- 
move all  their  defective  measures.  The  justice  clearly 
might  grant  several  warrants,  applicable  to  every  hoose  in 
the  district ;  why  may  he  not  then  do  the  same  thing  by 
one  general  warrant  ? 

Lord  Abinobr,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion,  upon  the  main 
point  which  has  been  discussed,  that  this  was  a  good  warrant. 
It  is  very  true  that  general  warrants  are  considered  bad 
by  the  common  law ;  but  if  an  act  of  Parliament  chooses  to 
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give  a  justice  the  power  of  making  a  general  warranty  then  Bxek,  rf  PUat, 
the  act  of  Parliament  so  far  repeals  the  common  law.  The 
question  therefore  turns  on  the  construction  of  this  parti- 
cular clause;  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  clause  is,  that  the  legislature  intended  to  give  to 
the  inspector,  acting  under  the  general  authority  deriyed 
from  the  quarter  sessions,  and  under  the  particular  autho- 
rity of  the  justice  who  gives  him  the  authority  in  writing, 
the  same  power  exactiy  as  it  gives  to  the  justice.  It  is  given 
in  the  same  words,  and  there  is  no  distinction  pointed  out 
between  the  one  and  the  other — each  is  to  enter  at  all 
seasonable  times  into  any  shop.  Sec  The  warrant  must 
contain  those  words;  and  whether  the  justice  puts  a  num- 
ber of  particular  persons  into  the  same  warrant,  or  gives  a 
general  warrant  such  as  this  is,  it  is  the  same  in  effect.  I 
think,  therefore,  the  dear  construction  of  the  clause  is, 
that  when  the  justice  chooses,  within  the  jurisdiction  in 
which  he  acts,  to  depute  to  the  inspector  the  power  of 
entering  at  seasonable  times  into  any  house,  he  may  do  so 
by  the  sort  of  warrant  which  has  been  read,  and  that  such 
authority  is  sufficient,  although  it  be  in  general  terms. 
The  inspector  is  appointed  at  the  quarter  sessions  of  the 
county,  by  the  authority  of  all  the  justices  there  assembled; 
the  district  is  limited  within  which  he  is  to  act ;  then  the 
magistrate,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  do  what  the  magis- 
trate himself  may  do,  is  to  give  him  an  authority  in  writing, 
and  that  authority  is  to  enable  him  to  enter  at  all  season- 
able times.  Those  very  words  imply  that  the  power  is  not 
limited  to  any  particular  time ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  it 
should  be  limited  to  any  particular  house.  It  was  intend- 
ed to  give  him  the  same  authority  and  supervision  that  the 
leet  jury  had  before:  and  they  did  not  require  any  spedfic 
authority  to  enter  into  any  particular  house,  but  entered 
into  all  housea  at  all  seasonable  times. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  this  warrant  was  suffi- 
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Exch.  o/  Pigat,  cient  to  justify  the  act  done  by  the  defendants,  and  that 
'  .    this  rule  must  be  made  absolute. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  In  this  case 
the  only  point  which  we  have  now  to  dispose  of  is,  whether 
the  authority  which  was  given  in  this  general  form  to  the 
inspector,  to  enter  any  house,  and  to  search  and  examine 
the  weights  and  measures  there  found,  is  an  authority 
within  the  meaning  of  the  28th  section.  If  it  was  an  an- 
thority  warranted  by  the  28th  section,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  need  not  in  terms  go  on  to  authorise  the  officer  to 
carry  away  the  measures  that  he  found  defective:  the  act  of 
Parliament  itself  justifies  that.  The  act  gives  the  power  to 
any  person  authorized  under  that  section,  that  is,  autho- 
rized to  enter  the  house  and  to  examine  the  weights  and 
measures  therein,  to  carry  them  away  if  they  are  found  to 
be  light  or  otherwise  unjust. 

The  question,  therefore,  to  which  I  shall  confine  my 
attention,  is  this;  whether  under  the 28th  section,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  construction  of  it,  the  general  authority 
given  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex 
to  an  inspector,  appointed  to  act  for  a  particular  district 
within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  within  which  district  the 
shop  lies,  is  sufficient  to  justify  his  entering,  at  any  season- 
able time,  into  any  shop,  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  weights 
and  measures  he  may  find  to  be  deficient.  I  think  the  true 
construction,  and  that  which  alone  is  consistent  with  the  or- 
dinary meaning  of  the  language  of  this  clause,  is,  that  such 
general  authority  was  sufficient.  There  is  some  obscurity, 
no  doubt,  with  respect  to  the  meaning  of  the  terms  "  within 
his  jurisdiction/'  whether  that  applies  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  justice,  or  whether  it  applies  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
inspector  appointed  by  the  justice;  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  determine  the  precise  meaning  of  that  term  in  the 
present  case,  because  we  learn  from  the  evidence,  that  the 
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jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ^ch.  ef  puom, 
inspector,  both  coincide;  and  the  only  question  would  be,  - 

whether  any  weight  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  ingenious  Hutchih«» 
argument  of  Mr.  Bovill  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  not  hkely  Rbbtbs. 
the  legislative  would  have  contemplated  a  general  autho** 
rity  to  be  given,  because  the  person  who  was  to  act  under 
the  authority  might  be  presumed  not  to  know  the  extent 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice.  That  argument,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  entitled  to  much 
'  weight,  when  brought  into  contrast  with  the  other  words 
of  the  section,  and  the  extreme  inconTcnience  there  is 
in  adopting  any  other  construction  than  that  which  my 
Lord  has  put  upon  it,  and  in  which  I  entirely  concur. 
The  words  are — ^''It  shall  be  lawful  for  eyery  sheriff,  jus- 
tice, or  magistrate  of  any  borough  or  town,  or  for  any  in- 
spector authorized  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  any  justice 
of  the  peace  in  England  and  Ireland,  or  of  any  sheriff, 
justice,  or  magistrate  in  Scotland,  at  all  seasonable  times 
to  enter  any  shop,  store,  warehouse,  stall,  yard,  or  place 
whatsoever  within  his  jurisdiction"  *Now  I  apprehend 
that  the  term  "  within  his  jurisdiction '^  is  to  be  re- 
ferred to  all  the  persons  previously  mentioned:  that  is, 
the  sheriff  may  enter  within  his  jurisdiction,  the  justice 
may  enter  within  his  jurisdiction,  the  magistrate  for  the 
borough  or  town  may  enter  within  his  jurisdiction,  and 
persons  authorized  in  writing  by  the  justice,  &c.,  (although 
the  use  of  the  term  jurisdiction  is  not  very  proper  with 
reference  to  an  inspector,  who  does  not  act  judicially,  and 
who  has  not,  properly  speaking,  jurisdiction),  have  thereby 
a  genera]  authority  at  all  seasonable  times  to  enter  into  all 
shops,  &c.,  within  the  limits  of  the  authority  so  given  to 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  weights 
and  measures  are  correct. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  whatever  authority  the 
justice  has,  a  person  authorized  by  him  in  writing  must 
have;  and  that  being  a  general  authority  to  enter  at  all 
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EmH,  tf  puat,  seasonable  times,  it  follows  that  he  may  in  a  general  form 

'  ^  transfer  the  same  authority  to  the  inspector* 
HirrcBtNes  Let  ns  look  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  question,  and 
RsKTBt.  consider  what  inconvenience  there  would  be  in  putting' 
upon  the  act  the  construction  contended  for  by  Mr.  Plait, 
According  to  that  construction,  there  must  be  a  sum- 
mons— ^the  shopkeeper  must  be  called  before  a  magis- 
trate, to  shew  cause  why  there  should  not  be  an  entry  into 
his  shop,  and  seiziu^  of  false  weights  in  the  shop,  which 
would  certainly  be  a  signal  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice^ 
because  it  is  quite  clear  no  false  weights  would  then  be 
found  there : — ^Mr.  Piatt  does  not,  however,  press  the  mat- 
ter so  far  as  that;  but  he  says  there  ought  to  be  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  search-warrant.  But  in  order  to  obtain 
a  search-warrant,  there  must  be  an  affidavit  of  some  person 
who  will  make  oath  that  he  believes  that  the  party  has 
false  weights,  the  same  as  there  must  be  to  authorise 
a  search  in  a  dwelling-house  where  stolen  goods  are  al^ 
leged  to  be; — a  species  of  evidence  which  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  obtain  in  cases  within  the  mischief  of  the  act; 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  it  could  in  general  be  procured, 
unless  the  inspector  went  first  into  the  shop  to  buy  some 
article^  to  ascertain  whether  the  weights  were  false;  for  of 
course  he  would  not  be  able  to  make  the  oath  on  the  mere 
statement  ofa  third  party.  The  probability  therefore  is,  that 
if  it  were  required  that  there  should  be  a  special  authority 
in  each  case,  the  act  of  Parliament  would  almost  become  a 
dead  letter,  and  no  search  would  be  made  in  the  diffnent 
shops.  Hie  object  no  doubt  is,  that  these  examinations  shall 
take  place  at  a  time  when  the  shopkeeper  does  not  expect 
such  an  inquiry,  so  that  he  may  be  likely  to  be  detected,  if  he 
be  in  the  habit  of  making  use  of  false  weights  and  measures. 
According,  therefore,  to  the  ordinary  construction  of  the 
terms  of  the  28th  section,  and  the  reason  and  convenience  of 
the  case,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  was  not  intended  there 
should  be  a  particular  warrant  on  each  occasion,  but  that 
every  inspector  who  has  been  appointed  at  the  quarter  ses- 
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aions,  and  leho  is  thouglit  a  trustworthy  person^  may  be  Erek.  of  Piem^, 
authorized  by  any  justice^  within  the  limits  of  his  juris- 
diction, to  make  a  search  wheueFer^  at  seasonable  times,  he 
thinks  the  interest  of  the  public  requires  such  search  should 
be  made.  I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  this  is  a  proper 
warrant  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  Parliament^  and 
that  the  rule  ought  to  be  made  absolute. 

Albbrson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  It  seems  to 
me  quite  dear  that  the  power  to  be  given  to  the  inspector 
was  to  be  a  general  power,  and  that  the  legislature  intended 
to  intrust  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  inspector,  authorized 
in  writing  under  the  hand  of  any  justice  of  the  peace.  I 
apprehend  that  it  is  a  mere  description  of  the  indiridual 
who  was  to  be  substituted  by  warrant  for  the  justice,  and 
was  to  have  authority  to  do  the  same  thing  as  the  justice 
was  empowered  to  do.  That  power  is,  to  enter  at  all  sea- 
sonable times  into  any  shop  within  his  jurisdiction,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  the  measures  and  weights :  so  an  in- 
spector, appointed  by  the  sessions,  and  being  also  authorized 
in  writing  by  the  justices,  was  to  have  a  power  precisely 
similar.  And  when  we  look  at  the  older  act  of  Parliament 
on  this  subject  (the  statute  of  the  35  Geo.  3,  c.  1 02),  it  seems 
to  me  to  throw  a  considerable  light  upon  the  construc- 
tion which  the  Court  ought  to  put  on  this  section.  By 
that  act,  inspectors  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  quarter 
sessions,  who  were  first  to  take  an  oath,  which  was  to  be 
administered  to  them  by  the  justices  of  the  peace;  and  they 
were  then  at  certain  periods,  that  is  to  say,  once  in  every 
month  at  the  least,  (but  not  at  any  fixed  time,  so  that  the 
party  would  know  when  they  were  coming),  to  enter  into 
shops  and  stalls,  and  examine  and  seize  all  false  weights  and 
measures.  Is  it  likely,  therefore,  that  an  act  of  Parliament 
subsequently  passed  would  require  a  specific  warrant  on 
every  particular  occasion,  when  the  state  of  the  law,  as  it 
exiited  before,  empowered  that  same  class  of  persons,  on  an 
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Sxeh.  of  Pitas,  oath  nvhich  they  took  to  execute  their  duties  properly,  to 
'    enter  once  a  month  at  least  without  giving  notice,  and  with* 
HuTCRiicat     out  any  information  laid  before  any  magistrate  whateyer, 
RsBTBs.      into  premises  of  this  nature  ?    The  two  acts  are  in  pari 
materifty  and  each  proceeds  upon  the  same  ground,  that  of 
the  examination  being  made  without  any  previous  notice 
given  to  the  individual  whose  weights  are  supposed  to  be 
fraudulent,  or  whose  weights  it  is  desirable  to  examine  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  they  be  just  or  not.     It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  these  two  acts  of  Parliament 
throw  great  light  on  each  other,  and  that  inasmuch  as  the 
old  inspector  was  to  enter  at  least  once  a  month,  but  oftener 
if  he  should  think  fit,  in  the  day-time,  so  here  the  justices 
of  the  peace  give  him  an  authority  to  do  the  like ;  namely, 
to  enter  at  all  seasonable  times,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  same  inspection.    It  does  not  require,  as  it  seems  to 
me — ^it  would  be  a  monstrous  proposition  if  it  did — that 
the  magistrate  should  only  grant  power  to  enter  when  he 
has  had  information  upon  oath ;  that  would  be  to  require 
what  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  he  could  never  have. 

On  these  grounds,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  general 
warrant  was  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  present  de* 
fendant,  and  that  he  was  authorised  under  it  to  enter  and 
examine,  and  to  carry  away,  the  measures  in  question. 

RoLrE,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion;  and  I  fully  con- 
cur in  the  force  of  the  observations  just  made  by  my  Bro- 
ther Alderson,  as  to  the  light  thrown  on  this  case  by  the 
prior  act  of  the  35th  of  Geo.  8,  c.  102.  The  2nd  section 
enacts,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  examiners,  (as  they 
were  then  called),  and  they  are  thereby  required,  once  in 
every  month  at  the  least,  in  the  day-time,  to  enter  into 
shops  or  other  premises  of  every  person  whose  sales  be 
material,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  weights  and 
measures :  so  that  under  that  act  they  had  no  discretion, 
but  were  bound  to  enter  into  every  shop  for  that  purpose. 
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Then  by  a  subseqaent  act,  intennediate  between  that  and  B4feh,qfPieti9, 
the  present  statute,  (the  5  Geo.  4,  c.  74),  that  provision 
was  mitigated,  I  suppose  by  reason  of  its  being  found 
too  inconvenient  to  the  public  and  to  the  parties  that  this 
process  shoUd  take  place  once  in  every  month;  and  there- 
fore it  was  cut  down  to  this  extent,  that  it  should  only  be 
done  at  such  times  periodically  as  the  justices  should 
direct.  The  doctrine  of  general  warrants,  on  which  so  much 
^x)mment  has  been  made,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  pre- 
sent question;  and  to  require  a  special  one,  in  cases  like 
the  present,  would  be  to  render  the  statute  a  mere  dead 
letter,  which  could  never  be  acted  on  at  alL 

There  was  one  observation  which  struck  me  in  the 
course  of  the  argument,  which  however,  on  consideration, 
«eems  to  be  capable  of  an  obvious  explanation.  It  was 
contended  by  Mr.  Piatt,  If  you  do  not  require  a  specific 
authority  for  each  case,  why  require  any  warrant  from  the 
magistrate  in  writing  at  all? — the  inspector  has  already 
been  appointed  by  the  magistrates,  and  therefore  any  sub- 
sequent appointment  is  altogether  redundant.  The  force 
of  that  observation  is  entirely  removed  by  considering  what 
it  is  that  the  body  of  justices  in  sessions  do  when  they  ap- 
point, and  what  it  is  the  magistrate  afterwards  does.  The 
justices  in  sessions,  under  the  17th  section,  appoint  an  in- 
spector :  but  that  appointment  does  not  give  him  a  title, 
qua  inspector,  to  enter  into  shops.  An  inspector  has  many 
duties  to  perform :  amongst  other  things,  I  see,  by  section 
24,  in  England  the  justices,  and  in  Scotland  the  justices 
at  a  meeting  called  by  the  sheriff,  and  in  Ireland  the  grand 
jury  of  each  county,  county  of  a  dty,  or  county  of  a  town, 
are  to  determine  on  what  day  or  days  each  and  every  such 
inspector  shall  attend  with  the  stamps  and  copies  of  the 
imperial  standard  weights  and  measures  in  his  custody,  at 
each  of  the  several  market  towns,  to  have  the  originals  and 
copies  compared,  and  to  take  charge  of  them.  There  are  other 
duties  also  to  be  performed ;  and  it  would  be  very  fit  that 
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Ewoh.  ^  PfMff,  tiie  magistrates  at  sessions  should  make  the  appointment, 
^^^'        and  still  that  something  further  should  be  reqnixed  before 
the  party  could  be  considered  as  authorized  ta  enter  and 
search:  and  if  that  is  necessary  in  England,  it  is  still  more 
necessary  when  we  come  to  see  by  whom  the  original  ap- 
pointment is  made  in  Ireland,  namely,  by  the  grand  jnry,  an 
irresponsible  body,  and  a  body  that  has  no  existence  afker 
they  are  once  dischaiged:  it  was  therefore  very  fit,  that 
before  the  party  should  be  authorized  to  enter  into  an- 
other's house,  and  seize  his  weights  and  measnzesj  he 
shoold  have  the  sanction  of  some  magistrate,  or  aome  re- 
sponsible person,  who  should,  as  it  were,  vouch  for  the  re- 
spectability of  the  officer.    I  see  very  good  reason  for  re- 
quiring this :  at  all  events  this,  and  no  more,  is  required, 
and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  ita  lex  scripta  est;  the  l^is- 
lature  has  given  the  power,  and  we  are  bound  to  uphold  it. 
The  rule  must  therefore  be  absolute  to  enter  the  verdict  for 
the  defmdants. 

Bule  absKduibe. 


May  5. 
In  an  informa- 
tion at  the  suit 
of  the  Crown, 
notice  of  trial 
waB  given  in 
Trinity  Term 
1 838,  bttt  after- 
wards counter- 
manded.   The 
Court  discharg- 
ed a  rule  ob- 
tained by  the 
defendants  in 
Hilary  Term 
1842,  to  set 
down  the  cause 
for  trial  at  the 
sittings  after 
Easter  Term. 


Reoina  V.  Bay  and  Others. 

1  HIS  was  an  information  at  the  suit  of  the  Crown,  filed 
in  Easter  Term  1838,  against  the  defendants,  as  executors 
of  one  Bay,  deceased,  for  breaches  of  covenants  contained 
in  a  lease  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  testator,  which  ex- 
pired in  1836.  The  defendants  pleaded  in  the  same  tenoi 
and  in  the  following  Trinity  Term  issue  was  joined,  and 
notice  of  trial  giren,  which  was  afterwards  countermanded. 
No  farther  proceedings  were  taken  until  July  1841,  when 
a  bill  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  taking  the 
deposition,  de  bene  esse,  of  a  witness  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown;  and  his  evidence  was  accordingly  taken,  but  he 
was  not  cross-examined  by  the  defendants. 
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In  last  Hilary  Tenn,  Swmn  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  .&p*.  V  ^^^f 
cause  why  the  information  should  not  be  dismissed  for 
want  of  prosecution,  or  why  judgment  of  a  nonsuit  should 
not  be  entered.  The  Court  refused  that  application^  but 
granted  a  rule  to  Affw  cause  why  the  defendants  should 
not  be  at  liberty  to  set  down  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  sit- 
tings  after  the  presmt  term. 

The  AUomey^General  now  shewed  cause^  and  contended 
that  the  rule  must  be  discharged,  as  the  Crown  had  the 
power  of  withdrawing  the  record  at  any  pmod,  even  after 
the  commencement  of  the  trial.  He  offered,  however,  to 
proceed  to  trial,  if  the  defnidants  would  consent  to  the 
reading  of  the  deposition  in  evidence;  but  this  was  ob^- 
jected  to. 

Pbb  Cvmau. — ^We  cannot  supersede  the  prerogatiFC  of 
the  Crown.    The  rule  must  therefore  be  discharged. 

Hule  discharged. 


Bird  v.  Holman.  ,^    ^ 

IHIS  was  an  action  of  debt  for  non-payment  of  money  Totdeciartrion 

-I  .  111.  ^.  in  debt  for  non- 

pursuant  to  a  covenant  contained  in  a  deed  of  apprentice-  payment  of 

ship.    The  declaration  described  the  instrument  through-  ™**a  wenanT* 
out  as  a  "  deed/'  and  "  deed  of  apprenticeship."    The  ^^  \^^t  °' 
defendant  pleaded,  that  "  the  said  indenture  of  apprentice-  ship/'  (so  de- 
ship  in  the  declaration  mentioned  is  not  his  deed/'    The  instrument^ 
plaintiff  having  demurred  specially  to  this  plea,  on  the  *^^^jf"n  ** 
ground  that  no  indenture  of  apprenticeship  was  mentioned  the  defendant 
in  the  declaration,  by  an  order  of  Lord  Denman,  C.  J.^  at  the  taid'tnitoi- 
chambers,  the  demurrer  was  set  aside  as  frivolous.  d!^L«tion 

mentioned  it 
not  his  deed." 

On  special  demurrer  to  the  plea,  the  Court  refused  to  set  aside  the  den^urrer  ■•  (HyoIousi  and 

intimated  their  opinion  that  the  plea  was  had. 
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Bgck.  of  PUatp      Bere  having  obtained  a  role  to  shew  cause  why  this 


1842. 


order  should  not  be  rescinded^ 

fVarren  now  shewed  cause.  This  instrument  is  suffici- 
ently shewn  on  the  teuce  of  the  declaration  to  be  an  indent 
iure,  because  it  appears  that  it  contains  covenants  on  both 
sides :  for  the  plaintiff  avers^  in  the  usual  form,  perform- 
ance of  the  covenants  on  his  part.  Further,  this  is  a  deed 
of  apprenticeship,  to  which  there  must  be  three  parties. 
The  defendant  in  effect  says,  by  his  plea,  "  Whatever 
you  (the  plaintiff)  call  the  instrument,  I  did  not  execute 
it.'^  Bisdale  v.  Kelly  (a)  is  a  case  like  the  present.  There 
the  declaration,  in  debt,  demanded  £60,  and  contained  six 
counts,  each  of  which  was  for  £10,  parcel,  &c. ;  the  defend- 
ant pleaded  that  he  did  not  owe  the  said  sum  of  dSlO  above 
demanded ;  and  the  plaintiff  having  treated  the  plea  as  a 
nttlUty,  and  signed  judgment,  the  Court  set  the  judgment 
aside,  holding  that  the  words  ''of  £10,'^  being  inapplicable 
to  the  declaration,  might  be  rejected.  So  here,  the  plea 
may  be  read  as  if  it  had  been  ''the  said  instrument'^  or 
"  writing'^  in  the  declaration  mentioned,  &c. — He  cited 
ako  Ifines  v.  Colquhon  (6). 

Bere,  contra,  was  not  called  upon. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.  B. — I  think  the  rule  must  be  made 
absolute.  Is  it  a  proper  description  of  a  deed  to  call  it  an 
indenture  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  bad  plea,  that  the  promis- 
sory note  in  the  declaration  mentioned  was  not  the  defend- 
ant's deed  ? 

Parke,  B. — I  also  think  this  order  must  be  set  aside. 
The  plaintiff  in  his  declaration  does  not  aver  that  the  in- 
strument is  an  indenture,  but  the  plea  calls  it  so :  so  that 

(a)  1C.&J.410;  lTyrw.337.    (h)  7  Biog.  265 ;  5  M.  &  P.  63. 
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there  is  no  negative  in  the  plea  of  any  affirmative  proposi-  Bsek.  t^pieat, 

tion  contained  in  the  dechration.    A  deed-poll  may  con-  *  - 

tain  many  conditions  precedent  to  be  performed  by  the         Bi^<> 

t'- 
other party.  Holm  an. 

Aldekson,  B. — ^The  plea  does  not  contain  any  negative 
of  a  given  affirmative.  It  should  be  a  very  clear  propo- 
sition indeed,  that  is  to  give  the  Court  a  right  to  take 
away  the  subject^s  writ  of  error. 

Bule  absolute  without  costs,  with  liberty 
to  the  defendant  to  amend  his  plea. 


Bltth  and  Another  v.  Shepherd  and  Another. 

AMoy  5. 
SSUMPSIT  on  a  policy  of  insurance  against  the  de-  Two  connu  on 
fendants,  as  directors  of  the  Marine  Insurance  Company.  onn«innce/^^ 
The  declaration  contained  two  counts ;  the  first  alleging  a  jl^  bi^JJjriig^of 
loss  by  perils  of  the  sea.  the  second  a  loss  by  barratry  of  *}»«  •«»»  "n^ 

«i.  ,  -,        -i  ^  the  other  a  loM 

the  master.    /co(^,  B.,  having  made  an  order  that  one  of  hy  barratry, 
these  counts  should  be  struck  out,  on  the  ground  that  ^^ded  to- 
they  did  not  establish  a  distinct  subject-matter  of  com-  ««*«»^- 
plaint  within  the  meaning  of  the  rule  of  H.  T.,  4  Will.  4, 

R,  V.  Richards  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the 
order  should  not  be  set  aside,  on  affidavits  which  stated, 
that  the  settlement  of  the  loss  was  resisted  on  the  alleged 
ground  that  the  ship  had  been  wilfully  lost  (off  the  island 
of  Borneo)  by  arrangement  and  conspiracy  between  the 
master  and  the  supercargo;  that  owing  to  the  absence  of 
witnesses  abroad,  the  plaintiffs  were  unable  to  ascertain 
whether  such  was  the  case  or  not ;  and  that,  if  they  were 
limited  to  one  count,  they  might  be  nonsuited  by  proof 
either  of  barratry,  or  of  loss  by  perils  of  the  seas,  as  the  case 
might  be. 
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£i»A.  pf  Bku,      £uti,  who  appeared  to  shew  csQBe^  objected  that  the  rule 
'  -     waa  not  drawn  np  on  reading  the  dedaration,  without 
Blyth        which  the  Court  could  not  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 


N. 


V. 


Shbphbbd.  order;  and  cited  South  Eastern  Railway  Company  y. 
Sprot  (a).  He  contended  also^  that  the.  two  counts  were 
pleaded  together  in  express  violation  of  the  rule^  which 
prohibited  two  counts  on  the  same  policjr. 

The  Court  called  upon 

22.  V.  Bichardif  contra. — ^It  cannot  be  necessary  to  draw 
up  the  rule  on  reading  a  long  declaration^  if  it  appear  by 
affidavit^  as  it  does  here^  what  the  two  counts  are.  And 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  unless  both  counts 
are  allowed,  or  the  plaintiffs  are  at  liberty,  under  the  count 
for  a  loss  by  perils  of  the  sea,  to  prove  barratry,  or  the 
defendants  are  precluded  from  insisting  on  barratry  as  a 
defence,  the  plaintiffs  will  be  under  great  hardship^  be- 
cause they  cannot  fully  know  the  facts  until  they  have 
sent  out  a  commission  to  examine  witnesses  at  Borneo,  and 
after  it  has  been  returned,  they  cannot  amend  their  decla- 
ration^ because  the  witnesses  are  examined  to  the  particu- 
lar issue  joined.  The  case  of  Guest  v.  Eboes  (6)  is  an  ex- 
emplification of  the  difficulty  a  plaintiff  may  be  liable  to 
by  the  strict  application  of  this  rule.  It  can  hardly  be  held 
to  apply  strictly  to  a  case  of  foreign  loss,  where  there  are 
no  means  of  ascertaining  the  facts  in  the  first  instance. 

Lord  Abinoeb,C.B. — ^I  think  the  perils  of  the  sea  would 
be  properly  alleged  as  the  cause  of  the  loss,  although  there 
were  previous  barratry,  and  therefore  that  there  will  be  no 
prejudice  to  the  plaintiffs  by  this  rule  being  discharged ;  but 
even  if  there  is,  it  is  clear  that  the  rule  of  Court  applies  in 
terms  to  the  case. 


(a)  11  Ad.  &  E.  167;  3  P.  &  (5)  5  Ad.  &  £.118;  2  N.&P. 

D.llO.  230. 
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Pabke.  B. — ^The  mle  mast  be  diseharsed  with  costs.  Mnh.  rf  pimw, 
Tlie  declaration  is  firamed  in  open  Tiolation  of  the  neir 
mles :  and  as  to  the  alleged  hardship  of  not  allowing  two 
counts  in  a  case  like  the  present — which,  howerer^I  beliere 
to  be  really  imaginary,  because  the  plaintiffs  may  describe 
the  loss  as  caused  by  perils  of  the  sea,  notwithstanding  pre- 
Tious  barratry — yet  if  there  be  any,  it  is  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  evil  of  allowing  a  multitude  of  counts  on  the  same 
policy.  The  plainti£5i  must  deli^  commencing  their  action 
until  they  obtain  information  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
state  the  facts  correcdy. 

Aldebson,  B. — Heyman  v.  Pariah  (a)  is  an  authority  to 
shew  that,  if  the  declaration  allege  a  loss  by  perils  of  the 
sea,  the  plaintiff  may  recover  on  proof  that  the  ship  was 
wrecked,  although  that  was  occasioned  by  the  barratry  of 
the  crew  {b), 

RoLFE^  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged,  with  costs. 


Tbott  r.  Smith,  Executor. 
^Y\  May  5. 

X  HIS  was  an  action  of  covenant  against  the  defendant  Obuimng  time 

as  executor,  on  a  covenant  contained  in  a  mortgage  deed  l^ver^f  w 
made  by  his  testator,  to  pay  the  mortgage  money  to  W.  jJ^^^f^V**'* 
J.  W.,  for  whcMu  tiie  plaintiff  was  by  the  deed  named  a  an  itsuabie  one, 
trustee :  bveadi,  nKm^payment  tiierectf  to  the  plaintiff  or  having  been" 
to  W,  J.  W,    The  defiEmdant,  being  nndcr  terms  of  plead.  "^^^1)1^^. 
ing  issnably,  pleaded,  first,  non  est  factum,  and  secondly, 
a  plea  setting  forth  the  bankruptcy  of  the  plaintiff  before 
the  commencement  of  the  suit.    The  plaintiff,  after  having 
obtained  time  to  reply,  signed  judgment  as  for  want  of  a 
plea.    A  mle  having  been  obtained  to  set  aside  this  judg- 
ment, and  the  subsequent  proceedings  thereon,  for  irre- 
gularity, 

(a)  2  Campb.  149.        {li)  See  also  WaXker  y.  MaUland,  5  R  &  Aid.  17 1 . 
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Strek.  qfPieoi,      Ogle  now  shewed  cause,  and  contended  that  the  second 
1842 

-    plea  was  not  an  issuable  one^  inasmnch  as  assignees  of  a 

Trott  bankrupt  take  only  property  wherein  he  is  beneficially  in- 
Smith.  terested^  not  that  in  which  he  has  an  interest  only  as  a 
trustee.  {Parke,  B. — Have  you  not  waived  the  objection 
by  obtaining  time  to  areply^  thereby  admitting  that  there 
is  something  to  reply  to?]  GHie  question  is,  whether  the 
party  can  waive  a  nullity,  though  he  may  a  mere  irregu- 
larity. It  has  been  held  that  a  plea  in  abatement,  de- 
livered without  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  verification,  is  such 
an  absolute  nullity  that  the  defect  cannot  be  waived: 
Garrett  v.  Hooper  {a).  So,  where  a  defendant  is  charged 
in  custody  on  a  writ  of  execution  which  is  a  nullity,  the 
lapse  of  time  does  not  waive  his  right  to  apply  for  his  dis- 
charge :  Mortimer  v.  Piggott  (ft). 

Lord  Abinobb,  C.  B. — ^The  rule  must  be  absolute.  In 
the  case  of  a  plea  in  abatement,  the  act  of  Parliament  ex- 
pressly requires  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a  suffi- 
cient affidavit  of  verification.  Here  the  plea  is  voidable 
by  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  but  not  absolutely  void 
on  the  face  of  it.  The  plaintiff  might  at  once  treat  it  as  a 
nullity;  but  surely  he  could  not  do  so  at  the  moment  be- 
fore trial,  after  he  had  replied,  and  issue  was  joined. 

.  Parke,  B. — ^If  the  plaintiff  had  replied  to  this  plea,  he 
certainly  could  not  afterwards  have  signed  judgment:  then 
does  he  not,  by  applying  for  time  to  ireply,  admit  that  there 
is  something  to  reply  to  ? — ^whereas  his  case  now  is,  that 
the  plea  ought  not  to  be  upon  the  file  at  all,  by  reason  of 
the  non-compliance  with  the  judge's  order. 

Aldebson^  B.,  and  Eolfe,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute,  with  costs;  no  action 
to  be  brought. 

(«)  1  Dowl.  P.  C»  28.  {h)  2  Dowl.  P.  C.  615. 
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EjkH.  of  Pieawf 
1842. 

Matchett  v.  Farkes. 

IJIfoy  5. 
N  this  case  the  defendant  had  employed  Messrs.  J.  K.  On  taxation  of 

Beswick  and  George  Beswick  as  his  attorneys,  to  condact  bin,  the  Muter 
for  him  certain  prosecutions  for  perjury,  as  well  as  on  other  ^JJi"  o^diMilow 
business.    It  appeared  that  between  the  28th  of  May,  item^onthe 

ground  that  in 

1838,  and  the  15th  of  November,  1839,  (within  which  respect  of  the 

period  a  great  part  of  the  business  was  done),  Greorge  which  They 

Beswick  was  not  an  attorney,  but  his  name  had  been  per-  ^^^^'*J^  '" **" 

mitted,  before  his  actual  admission,  to  appear  as  the  part-  of  negligence. 

ner  of  his  brother,  J.  K.  Beswick,  at  the  desire  of  their  b.  delivered  a 

friends.      The   indictments  for  perjury  were  ultimately  j^dint  names  for 

quashed.  Messrs.  Beswick  delivered  a  bill  to  the  defendant  business  done 

/  as  attorneys, 

in  the  names  of  both  of  them,  amounting  to  694^  Os.  9d.,  and  the  Master, 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Master  for  taxation.    The  de-  disaiiowedTpart 

fendant  objected,  before  the  Master,  that  the  sum  of  ^^^*^*  ^und'that 

474/.  Os.  8d.  should  be  struck  out  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  B.  was  not  a 

that  it  consisted  of  items  for  business  done  while  George  attorney  during 

Beswick  was  not  certificated  as  an  attorney ;  and  that  the  Ji^'to^JthUih'* 

sum  of  167/.  ISs.  lOd.  should  also  be  disallowed,  on  the  the wu  referred, 

the  Court,  on 

ground  that  it  was  incurred  in  respect  of  the  indictmepts,  affidavit  that 
which,  by  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  attorneys  in  pre-  ug'ed  at  the  re- 
paring  them,  had  been  wholly  useless  to  the  defendant.  2""4a7he  wtl 
The  attorneys  denied  the  negligence,  and  produced  affi-  ^^^7  no* » 

,  <i.i.  Ill  111        partner  with 

davits  to  shew  that  the  indictments  had  been  quashed  by  a.,  allowed  A. 
arrangement  with  the  defendant  The  Master,  however,  ^^^^  {j^i^'i*  ^i^ 
disallowed  both  the  above  sums,  and  thereby,  after  giving  ©^n  name  only 

'         ^  -^ '  "^         o    for  the  items  so 

the  defendant  credit  for  sums  received  on  his  account,  a  disallowed. 
balance  was  found  to  be  due  to  him  from  Messrs.  Beswick. 

Webby  had  obtained  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  the  taxa- 
tion should  not  be  reviewed,  and  why  Mr.  I.  K.  Beswick 
should  not  be  at  liberty  to^  deliver  a  fresh  bill  of  costs  in 
his  own  name  only,  in  respect  of  the  sum  of  474/.  Os.  3d. ; 
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Bxek.  of  PkaM,  and  cited  Jones  v.  Roberts  {a),  as  an  authority  to  shew  that 
the  Master  had  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  the  question  of 
negligence. 

Peiersdorffnow  shewed  cause^  and  contended  that  the 
Master  had  jurisdiction  to  enter  into  the  matters  brought 
before  him  by  the  parties;  that  the  attorney's  services 
having  been^  as  to  the  indictments^  altogether  useless^  he 
had  no  right  to  charge  anything  for  them;  HiB  y.  Feather- 
stonhaugh  {b) ;  and  that^  as  to  the  o;;her  business  done 
while  the  brothers  were  in  partnership^  it  was  clear  one  of 
them  only  could  have  no  right  to  recover. 

fFebby,  contni,  was  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — ^The  rule  must  be  made  absolute  ; 
the  Master  has  clearly  exceeded  his  jurisdiction* 

Fabke^  B. — ^The  Master  had  certainly  no  authority  to 
entertain  the  question  of  negligence ;  that  is  a  matter  for 
the  consideration  of  a  jury.  Then^  as  to  the  other  pointy 
the  object  of  the  attorney  who  makes  this  application  is  to 
shew  that  he  alone  was  the  real  party  with  whom  the  con- 
tract was  made,  and  for  that  purpose  he  wishes  to  deliver 
a  bill  in  his  own  name,  so  as  to  be  in  a  situation  to  esta- 
blish that  fact  before  a  jury.  K  the  brothers  were  really 
partners,  and  the  contract  was  made  with  both  of  them, 
the  defendant  may  avail  himself  of  that  as  a  defence. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  Master 
has  exceeded  his  authority  in  this  case.  His  duty  is  to 
moderate  the  charges  of  attomies,  not  to  determine  the 
question  of  negligence.  He  has  no  power  to  subpoena 
witnesses,  or  to  compel  the  production  of  affidavits.  On 
the  other  point,  also,  I  concur  with  the  rest  of  the  Court. 

Bule  absolute. 

(a)  4  lyw.  310 ;  2  Dowl.  P.  C.  666.      (b)  7  Bing.  669 ;  6  M.  &  P.  641. 
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Eieeh,  of  PleaSf 
1842. 

Bailt  v.  Bakee.  " 

N  this  cascj  the  defendant^  having  obtained  an  order  to  A  defendant 
plead  several  matters,  pleaded  a  plea  to  the  whole  declara-  an  order  to  "^ 
tion,  and  also  delivered  a  demnrrer  to  one  count.    No  mSten^^icad- 
mention  was  made  of  the  intended  demnrrer  at  the  time  «*  »  pi«»  *<>  ^^ 

whole  declara- 

of  obtaining  the  order.    The  plaintiff  signed  judgment  as  tion,  and  deii- 
for  want  of  a  plea,  and  Ro^e,  B.,  made  an  order  for  setting  demurreTto 
the  judgment  «ide.  Xr^S.*. 

On  a  former  day  in  this  term,  fV.  H.  Watson  obtained  a  plaintiff  aigned 

,  judffnient  as  for 

role  to  shew  cause  whj  this  order  should  not  be  rescinded,  want  of  a  plea. 

The  Court  re- 
fused to  set 

Bere  now  shewed  cause.— The  judgment  was  irregular^  "eSl'exM  ^" 
A  party  need  not  obtain  the  leave  of  a  judge  in  order  to  on  the  terms  of 
demur;  the  defendant,  therefore,  when  obtaining  the  order  striking  out  the 
to  plead  several  matters,  was  not  bound  to  inform  the  judge  pajing  the*°^ 

that  he  intended  also  to  demur.    Even  if  the  pleas  are  ;««*?  ^^^^  de- 
fective pleading* 
irregular,  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  treat  them  as  a  nul- 
lity and  sign  judgment;  he  ought  to  have  applied  to  set 
the  demurrer  aside. 


Waison,  contri,  was  stopped  by  the  Court. 

Pabkb,  B.— I  think  the  defendant  ought,  on  obtaining 
a  rule  to  plead  several  matters,  to  inform  the  judge  what 
he  purposes  doing  in  respect  to  the  whole  declaration ;  and 
that  the  intended  demurrer,  as  well  as  the  pleas,  ought  to 
be  before  the  judge,  that  he  may  determine  in  what  man- 
ner his  discretion  ought  to  be  exercised.  The  judgment 
may  be  set  aside  on  the  defendant's  striking  out  the  de- 
murrer, and  paying  all  the  costs  occasioned  by  his  defective 
pleading,  except  the  costs  of  this  application. 

The  other  Barons  concurred. 

Rule  accordingly. 
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M.  Turner^  H.  J.  Turner,  and  Latton  v.  Hardey. 


£*eh.  of  Pleas, 
1842. 


Assumpsit  for  use  and  occupation.    Fleas,  first,  non 


AprU  30. 
To  an  action  for 

pation,  for^r*  Rssumpsit ;  Secondly,  that  the  plaintiffs  were  by  this  action 

f  ""'^T'd  "d  *  c^*^^g  ^  recover  the  amount  of  al  quarterns  rent,  due 

to  Midsummer  from  the  25th  day  of  March  to  Midsummer-Day,  1841,  by 

fendant  plead-  virtue  of  a  Certain  memorandum  of  agreement  made  be- 

Seement^  *"  *^®®^  *^®  plaintiffs,  ejfecuifix  and  executors  of  H.  H.  Tur- 

made  between  ncr,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  defendant  of  the 

the  plaintiffb,  ^ 

ezecntors  of  T.,  Other  part,  whcrcby  the  said  plaintiffs  agreed  to  let  to  the 

ant,  the  defend-  defendant,  and  the  defendant  agreed  to  take  of  the  plain* 

take*of^**  ^°  *^^^'  eiFtfcw/ria?  and  executors  as  ajbresaid,  the  premises  in 

plaintiffs,  ex-  the  declaration  mentioned;  that  it  was  afterwards,  to  wit, 

aforesaid,  the  ou  &c.,  agreed  by  and  between  the  plaintiffs,  the  defendant^ 

5ueTrion/"that  ^^  ouc  W.  Wasbrough,  that  the  said  W.  Wasbrough 

it  was  after-  should  hold  and  occupy  the  said  premises  as  tenant  thereof 

between  them  to  the  plaintiffs,  from  the  25th  day  of  March,  1841,  and 

and  W    that  ^  *  * 

w.  should  be-  ^^^^  the  defendant  should  be  discharged  from  all  liability 
ArputS*"*  to  pay  any  rent  accruing  subsequently  to  the  said  25th 
from  Lady-day  day  of  March,  1841.    The  plea  then  averred,  that  the  de- 

ISil,  and  that     ^   ^^  '        ,  ,  ,.  ,  >  ^     ^ 

the  defendant  feudaut,  OU  that  day,  delivered  up  possession  of  the  pre- 

charged  ^oin'  niiscs  to  Wasbrough,  who  held  and  occupied  them  until 

slVs'^'uenV'*  the  Midsummer-Day  following,  on  the  terms  of  the  said 

rent;  that  the  agreement,  and  that  the  plaintiffs  accepted  Wasbrough  as 

cordingiy  gave  their  tenant,  and  in  discharge  of  the  liability  of  the  de^ 

towTi^'^the  fei^dant  to  the  said  rent,  &c.    Verification. — Replication, 

plaintiffs  ac-         dc  injuria, 
cepted  him  as  *' 

tenant:— /fe/tf,  At  the  trial  bcforc  Lord  Abinger,  C.B.,  at  the  Middlesex 

was  not'pnnred  sittiugs  after  Hilary  Term,  the  plaintiffs  gave  in  evidence 

tha*  WW  "o?  *  memorandum  of  agreement  made  between  the  plaintiffs, 

the  plaintiffs  ''  exccutrix  and  executors''  of  H.  H. Turner,  deceased,  of 

bad  so  agreed 

to  accept  w.  as  the  oue  part,  and  the  defendant  of  the  other  part,  whereby 

SfthVde-***"     "  the  said  executrix  and  executors"  agreed  to  let  to  the 

fendant.  defendant  the  premises  in  question,  and  the  defendant 

agreed  '*  with  the  said  executrix  and  executors ''  to  pay 
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them  rent  for  the  same.    The  defendant  called  a  witness  BxcH,  of  pieat, 
to  prove,  that  in  September  1840,  Wasbrough  applied  to    ^  ^^^'  . 
one  of  the  plaintiffs,  H.  J.  Turner,  to  be  allowed  to  become      Tn«NE& 
tenant  of  the  premises  for  a  year  from  the  25th  March,      Hardbt. 
1841,  and  that  the  latter  accepted  him  as  such  tenant. 
The  jury,  upon  this  evidence,  found  a  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant on  the  second  issue. 

In  the  present  term,  TTiesiger  obtained  a  rule  to  shew 
cause  why  this  verdict  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  a  ver- 
dict entered  for  the  plaintiffs,  pursuant  to  leave  reserved 
at  the  trial,  or  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  plea 
was  not  proved. 

Hurbtone  (with  whom  was  Crowder)  now  shewed  cause. 
— ^This  was  a  demise  by  the  plaintiffs  in  their  character  of 
executors,  and  therefore  they  cannot  allege  that  one  of 
them  had  no  authority  to  bind  the  other  by  his  acceptance 
of  Wasbrough  as  the  tenant.  The  release  of  a  debt,  or  the 
grant  of  a  term,  by  one  executor,  is  valid,  and  binds  the 
rest :  "Williams  on  Executors,  780.  Gore  v.  Wright  {a)  is 
in  point.  There  the  defendant  pleaded,  to  debt  for  rent 
due  under  a  demise,  that  before  the  rent  became  due,  it 
was  agreed  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  that  in 
consideration  of  his  giving  up  possession,  he  should  be  dis- 
charged from  any  further  rent,  and  that  he  had  given  up 
possession  accordingly,  and  the  tenancy  was  thereby  sur- 
rendered :  and  it  was  held  that  the  plea,  although  it  did 
not  shew  a  surrender  properly  so  called,  afforded  a  valid 
excuse  for  non-payment  of  the  rent,  by  shewing  the  agree- 
ment, and  the  giving  up  of  possession  pursuant  to  it.  So 
here,  one  of  the  parties  who  demised  has  excused  the  debt 
of  the  defendant,  and  that  operates  as  a  discharge  as  against 
all :  Wallace  v.  Kehatt  {b).  And  it  is  properly  so  pleaded. 
Where  an  instrument  operates  differently  from  its  lan- 

(a)  8  Ad.  &  Ell.  118  ;  3  N.  &  P.  243.       (b)  7  M.  &  W.  264. 
VOL.  IX.  P  F  P  M.  W. 


772  CASKS    IN    THE    EXCHEQUER^ 

Exeh.  of  PUoM,  gitage^  it  ouglit  to  be  pleaded  accarding  to  its  legal  of&n^ 
tion,  not  according  to  its  strict  terms :  Stephen  on  Plead- 
ing, 419.  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — ^Pleading  a  deed  aoc(»4- 
ing  to  its  legal  effect y  does  not  mean  according  to  its  legal 
comequences,  as  derived  firom  extrinsic  facts;  the  l^al 
effed  must  be  collected  firom  the  deed  itself].  A  ooutrsct 
or  debt  of  one  of  several  partners  might  be  stated  as 
the  contract  or  debt  of  all.  If  therefore  this  agreement 
operates  by  way  of  discharge  as  agfdnst  all  the  execntors, 
it  is  correctly  so  pleaded. — He  cited  also  Sheppard's 
Touchstone,  484,  2  Sannd.  97,  and  Thoma»  v.  Cwik  {a). 

Ogle  (with  whom  was  TTiesiger),  contra. — This  action  is 
brought  by  the  plaintiffs  in  their  individual  capacity,  and 
not  as  executors;  and  if  it  had  not  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  agreement  put  in  evidence  that  they  were  execu- 
tors, it  would  have  been  impossible  to  contend  that  the 
plea  was  proved ;  because  in  the  case  of  several  ordinary 
persons,  it  is  clear  that  such  an  agreement  by  one  of  them 
would  not  bind  the  rest.  Now,  first,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  demised  as  executors :  all  that  i^ppears  from  the 
agreement  is  that  they  toere  execotors,  and  there  is  no- 
thing to  shew  that  the  defendant  contracted  with  them  as 
such.  It  is  not  stated  either  in  the  plea  or  in  the  agreement 
that  they  were  parties  to  it  a«  executors.  They  might  have 
assented  to  the  vesting  of  the  estate  in  them  as  trustees,  and 
so  they  would  become  joint  lessors,  and  as  such  could  demise 
each  in  his  individual  capacity.  But  even  if  they  did  demise 
in  their  representative  capacity,  the  agreement  of  one  of 
them  to  excuse  the  defendant  from  the  rent  is  not  pro- 
perly pleaded  as  a  discharge  by  all.  It  is  not  like  the  case 
of  a  release  by  deed.  The  plea  alleges  a  dischai^  by  the 
three  executors,  and  the  proof  is  of  a  discharge  by  one  only. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — I  think  the  plea  is  not  sustained. 
It  is  alleged  that  the  three  plaintiffs  agreed  to  accept  an- 

(a)  2B.  J^Ald.  119. 
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other  person  as  tenant  in  the  place  of  the  defendant^  and  ***^^'*'^' 
discharged  him  from  the  rent;  bnt  that  allegation  is  not     %      ^  '  ^ 
proved  by  such  an  agreement  with  one  of  the  plaintiflb.       Tuhnh» 
Even  i£  the  legal  consequence  were  that  it  should  bind  the      Hahobt. 
three^  it  is  not  property  stated.    But  I  think  there  is  no 
pvetence  for  saying  that  the  plaintiff  Turner^  by  a  contract 
made  with  himself  only^  could  bind  the  other  two.   Where 
executors  join  in  a  personal  contract,  they  are  bound  in  the 
same  way  as  other  persons  in  whom  the  property  is  vested; 
and  though  one  may  dispose  of  the  assets  so  as  to  bind  the 
others,  they  cannot  severally  make  a  new  contract  so  as  to 
bind  each  other.   The  issue,  therefore,  was  not  proved,  and 
the  rule  must  be  absolute  for  a  new  trial. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  plea  in 
this  case  was  not  proved.  Though  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  distinct  evidence  of  that  fact,  yet  from  the 
agreement  with  the  defendant  having  bdfen  in  the  names 
of  the  plaintiffs,  describing  them  to  be  executors,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  testator  was  entitled  to  a  term,  which  de- 
volved on  them  as  executors,  and  that  they  made  an  tin- 
derlease  to  the  defendant.  If  so,  the  reversion  on  tins 
demise  belonged  to  the  executors  as  such,  and  was  assets 
(although  the  right  to  sue  on  the  contract  for  rent  may 
have  belonged  to  them  in  their  individual  character),  and 
the  reversion  might  have  been  sold,  or  a  new  interest  in  it 
created,  by  one  of  the  executors;  and  if  one  demised  to 
Wasbrough  with  the  consent  of  the  defendant,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  there  might  not  have  been  a  de- 
fence to  this  action,  on  a  proper  plea,  on  the  ground  that 
such  a  transaction  between  Turner,  one  of  the  plaintiffs, 
Wasbrough,  and  the  defendant,  amounted  to  a  surrender 
by  operation  of  law,  on  the  principle  laid  down  in  the 
case  of  Thomas  v.  CooA,  and  within  which  this  case  is  at* 
tempted  to  be  brought.  But  the  present  plea  is  not 
supported  by  the  evidence;  for  1%  is  founded  on  an 
F  p  p2 
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Exeh.  ofPUat,  alleged  agreement  of  dU  the  plaintiffs  with  the  defend- 
ant and  Wasbrough^  and  there  is  no  proof  of  snch  an 
agreement^  as  Turner  alone  agreed  in  point  of  fact^  and 
one  executor  is  not  the  agent  of  another^  to  bind  him  by 
contract.  The  agreement,  therefore,  which  is  alleged  in  the 
plea  was  not  proved.  For  this  reason,  I  think  the  rule 
must  be  absolute. 

Alderson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.    The  plea 
sets  up  one  contract,  and  the  proof  is  of  a  different  one. 


RoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 


Rule  absolute  for  a  new  trial. 


May!. 

Where,  the 
▼enue  being  in 
Surrey,  finii 
Judgment  wm 
signed  on  the 
2nd  April  1840, 
and  a  testa- 
tum ca.  sa.  of 
the  same  date 
issued  into 
Yorlcshire,  on 
which  the  de- 
fendant was 
arrested;  an 
original  ca.  sa. 
into  Surrey, 
also  dated  the 
2nd  April  1840, 
with  a  general 
return  of  non  est 
inventus 
thereon,  was 
held  sufficient 
to  warrant  the 
testatum. 

A  writ  of 
ca.  sa.  may  be 
executed  more 
than  a  year 
afler  its  date. 


Oreenshields  V,  Harris. 

J.N  this  case,  the  venue  being  in  Surrey,  final  judgment 
was  signed  on  tiie  2nd  April,  1840,  and  a  testatum  ca.  sa. 
of  the  same  date  was  issued  to  the  sheriff  of  Oxfordshire, 
under  which  the  defendant  was  taken  into  custody  on  the 
19th  June,  1841.  Pigoit  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  on 
the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause  why  the  defendant  should  not 
be  discharged  out  of  custody,  on  two  grounds ;  first,  on  an 
afiidayit  stating  that,  on  search  in  the  office,  there  ap* 
peared  to  be  no  original  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued  into  Surrey 
on  which  to  found  the  testatum  ca.  sa.  into  Oxford- 
shire ;  and  although  this  might  have  been  amended  under 
the  old  practice,  when  writs  of  execution  were  made 
returnable  as  of  the  term,  this  was  otherwise  since  the 
statute  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  67,  whereby  they  were  made  re- 
turnable immediately  on  execution ;  for  which  TowevB  v. 
Newton  (a)  was  cited  as  an  authority :  and  secondly,  that 
the  testatum  ca.  sa.  had  lost  its  force  at  the  time  of  the 
arrest,  not  having  been  executed  within  a  year  from  the 
day  on  which  it  bore  date. 

(a)  1  Ad.  &  £.  (ir.  b.)  319;  4  P.  &  D.  625. 
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Barsiow  (with  whom  was  Byks)  now  shewed  cause  on  Sxeh.  of  PUas, 
an  affidaTit^  verifying  an  original  writ  of  ca.  sa.  issued  into  ^  '  ^ 

Surrey,  tested  the  same  day  as  the  testatum  ca.  sa.,  and  QaBENSHULDs 
returned  generally  ^'non  est  inventus/'  without  any  date.  Harris. 
This,  he  contended,  clearly  distinguished  the  present  case 
fipom  Towers  v.  Newton,  where  there  was  no  writ  into  the 
original  county ;  and  the  circumstance  of  the  two  writs 
bearing  date  the  same  day  could  make  no  difference.  He 
cited  also  Newnham  v.  Law  (a),  as  an  authority  that  the 
Court  would,  if  necessary,  allow  the  plaintiff  to  amend  by 
suing  out  an  original  ca.  sa.  to  support  a  testatum ;  and 
urged  that  the  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  writ  intro- 
duced by  the  stat.  8  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  67,  made  no  difference 
in  the  practice  in  this  respect.  As  to  the  other  point,  he 
referred  to  Simpson  v.  Heath  {b)  as  a  conclusive  authority 
against  the  application. — The  Court  called  on 

Piffott,  contra. — ^This  being  a  judgment  obtained  in 
Surrey,  the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  have  his  execution  into 
that  county  in  the  first  instance;  and  there  can  be  no  tes- 
tatum into  another  county,  until  the  first  writ  has  been 
returned  non  est  inventus,  and  filed.  Under  the  old  prac- 
tice, indeed,  where  the  writs  were  dated  as  of  the  term,  no 
irregularity  would  appear  on  the  roll,  and  on  this  principle 
it  was  that  an  amendment  was  permitted :  but  now  that 
writs  of  execution  are  tested  on  the  day  when  they  are 
issued,  the  irregularity  cannot  be  cured  by  bringing  in 
a  writ  returned  after  the  testatum  issued.  [Lord  Abin» 
ffer,  C.  B. — Here  both  are  dated  on  the  same  day,  and 
non  constat  that  the  ca.  sa.  was  not  tested  before  the 
issuing  of  the  testatum.]  In  Shaw  v.  Maxwell  (c),  where 
the  Court  allowed  a  testatum  ca.  sa.  to  be  amended 
agreeably  to  the  judgment,  and  an  original  ca.  sa.  to 
be  sealed  to  warrant  it,  it  was  on  the  ground  that  no  irre- 
gularity would  appear  upon  the  roll  when  produced  in 

(a)  5  T.  R.  577.        {h)  5  M.  &  W.  631.        (c)  6  T.  R.  450. 
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Sgek.  nf  Phot,  Court  [Lord  Abinger^  C.  B. — So  a  regaUur  roll  may  now 
^   ^     ^    be  produced  here.]     As  to  the  othor  poiut^  where  siore 

Obkekshibldv  than  a  year  has  elapsed  after  the  last  aet  of  record^  a  pre^ 
Habkis.  sumplioa  of  law  arises  in  favour  of  the  ddfendaat,  that  the 
plaintiff  ^s  claim  has  been  satisfied  or  otherwise  put  an  end 
to^  and  it  can  only  be  revived  by  scire  fSMsias :  Bac  Abr., 
JBxecution(H.);  Sir  W.  Watter^s  ca»e(a).  In  iSimpfon  y. 
ffeathj  according  to  the  r^iort,  the  defendant  was  arrested 
within  a  year  after  the  issuing  of  the  oa.  sa.  [^Parie,  B. — 
No ;  the  date  1838  is  u  mistake  f<Hr  1839.  The  Court  fully 
intended  to  decide  that  the  party  might  be  arrested  after 
the  expiration  of  the  year.] 

Farke^  B. — The  rale  must  be  discharged.  With  respect 
to  the  first  point  which  has  been  made^  that  the  testatum 
ca.  sa.  is  void  for  want  of  an  original  ca.  sa.  to  support  it,  we 
ought  not  to  interpose  difficulties  to  invalidate  writs  of  this 
nature^  but  should  endeavour  to  assimilate  the  new  prac- 
tice as  lar  as  possible  to  the  old ;  and  here  we  can  hold  this 
writ  to  be  ^ood  without  doing  violence  to  any  principle, 
inasmuclh  as  we  have  produced  before  us  an  original  writ 
of  ca.  sa.  issued  into  the  proper  county,  bearing  date  the 
same  day  with  the  judgment  and  testatum,  to  which  thaie 
is  a  gen^ml  return  of  non  eM;  inventus,  which  we  may 
thereftflre  presume  to  have  been  made  on  Hie  same  day : 
and  therefore  the  plaintiff  has  now  the  materials  for  making 
up  the  roll  in  the  most  regular  manner,  by  stating  the 
issuing  elf  «  ca.  sa.  into  Surreyi  the  return  of  non  est 
inventus  to  that  writ,  and  the  subsequent  award  of  the  tes- 
tatum into  Oxfordshire^  all  of  which  is  perfectly  possible. 
In  Towers  v.  Newton  this  coviA  not  be  done,  because  there 
the  teittatum  bore  date  on  an  eariier  day  than  the  original 
vrrit  on  which  it  professed  to  be  founded^  With  regard  to 
the  other  pointy  I  have  referred  to  my  own  note  of  the  case 

(a)  2  Leon.  t7 ;  3  Leon.  259 ;  4  Leon.  44. 
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of  Sknpsan  v.  Heath,  and  find  that  the  point  was  expressly  -E«*.  ef  Phot, 
decided  iu  that  case.    A  writ  of  ca.  sa.^  unlike  those  writs    ^  ,        '  ^ 
the  duration  of  which  is  limited  by  the  legislature^  runs  Gribmshiw-ds 
until  it  is  executed ;  and  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that  if      Ham»« 
it  be  not  executed  within  twelve  months,  the  law  makes  any 
presumption  in  favour  of  the  defendant.    Where,  indeed, 
the  plaintiff  has  neglected  to  take  a  step  in  the  cause  for 
twelve  months,  it  is  otherwise;  but  wh^re  he  has  done 
everything  necessary  to  the  issuing  of  a  valid  writ  of  execu- 
tion, the  only  inference  if  any,  from  the  writ's  not  being 
returned,  is,  that  the  sheriff  has  been  unable  to  find  the 
defendant  in  <Hrder  to  make  the  arrest. 

Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.,  and  Roi«f£,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  discharged,  without  costs. 


D 


Dakins,  Clerk,  v.  Seaman,  Clerk.  AprU 27. 

EBT. — The  declaration  stated,  that  whereas,  after  the  where  a  curate 


death  of  John  Dakins,  clerk,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  the%ecia1  Be> 

was  incumbent  of  the  parsonage  and  parish  church  of  St.  ^^^Sm^oT 

James,  Colchester,  the  same  being  a  benefice  and  spiritual  ***•  diocese,  to 

,  wire  the  cure 

promotion,  with  cure  of  souls,  within  the  diocese  of  Lon-  of  a  benefice 

don,  to  wit,  &c.,  the  said  spiritual  promotion  being  then  caUo?betwMii 

vacant,  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  said  J.  Dakins,  *«  itlt  Md^he 

and  from  thence  during  such  vacation,  and  until  the  de-  appointment  of 

.  i      -   ,       the  next  incum- 

fendant  was  instituted  parson  of  and  into  the  parish  of  the  bent,  he  may, 
said  spiritual  promotion,  the  plaintiff,  being  a  clerk  in  holy  u<^nsed  by^the 
orders  and  ordained  by  the  Archbishop  of  York,  did  dur-  ^1,'^^]?^*^^. 
ing  all  that  time  duly  serve  and  keep  the  cure  of  the  said  ing  the  Btat 
spiritual  promotion,  at  the  request  of  O.  R.  and  O.  H.  C,  e.  106,  recover 

hiB  reasonable 
stipend  In  an 

action  of  debt  under  28  Hen.  8,  c.  11,  from  the  next  incumbent ;  the  tithes  which  accrued  during 

the  Inienral  not  being  tui&cient  to  pay  him  a  reaionable  stipend. 
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BxeK  of  Pleat,  being  special  sequestrators^  ordained  and  appointed  by  the 

'  '     Bishop  of  London  to  ask  for  and  sequester  all  the  tithes^  &c.^ 

Dakims        and  to  cause  the  said  cure  of  the  said  spiritual  promotion 

Sbaman.       to  be  served;  and  whereas  the  tithes,  &c.,  growing  and 

arising  during  the  said  vacation,  were  not  sufficient  to  pay 

the  said  plaintiff  a  reasonable  stipend  for  keeping  the  said 

cure;  and  whereas  the  defendant  was  the  next  incumbent; 

and  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  8, 

it  was  provided,  that  if  the  firuits,  &c.,  of  the  vacation  of 

the  spiritual  promotions  were  not  sufficient  to  pay  the 

curate's  stipend  for  serving  the  cure  during  such  vacation, 

the  same  were  to  be  borne  by  the  next  incumbent,  within 

fourteen  days  next  after  he  had  possession  of  any  of  the 

promotions  spiritual;   whereupon,  and  by  reason  of  the 

premises,  the  defendant  has  become  liable,  &c. 

To  this  declaration  the  defendant  pleaded,  4ithly,  That 
the  death  of  J.  Dakins,  and  the  vacation  of  the  said  spirit- 
ual promotion,  and  the  serving  and  keeping  of  the  same, 
took  place  after  the  passing  of  the  1  &  2  Yict.  c.  106,  &c. 
Verification. 

The  fifth  plea  was.  That  the  plaintiff,  during  the  said 
vacation,  was  curate  of  the  said  spiritual  promotion, 
and  was  not  duly  licensed  by  the  Bishop  or  Ordinary  of 
London. 

Seventh  plea. — That  the  death  of  John  Dakins,  and  the 
vacation  of  the  said  spiritual  promotion,  happened  after 
the  passing  of  the  statute  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106,  and  that  the 
Bishop  of  London  alone  had  jurisdiction  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  the  plaintiff's  stipend,  by  monition  and  seques- 
tration of  the  profits  of  the  said  spiritual  promotion. 

Demurrer  to  the  fourth  plea,  assigning  for  cause  that 
that  plea  did  not  shew  with  sufficient  certainty  how  the 
statute  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106,  prevented  the  plaintiff  fifom 
having  his  said  action. 

Demurrer  to  the  fifth  plea : — the  cause  assigned,  among 
others,  being,  that  the  plea  did  not  shew,  with  sufficient  oer- 
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tainty  how  a  license  from  the  Bishop  or  Ordinary  was  re-  s*ch,  of  Pietu, 

quisite  or  material. — To  the  7th  plea  also  there  was  a  de- 

murrer^  the  principal  cause  beings  that  it  did  not  appear 

with  sufficient  certainty  why  the  Bishop  of  London  alone 

had  jurisdiction  to  enforce  by  monition  and  sequestration 

the  said  payment  in  that  plea  mentioned. 

The  following  were  the  defendant's  points : — 

That  the  payment  of  a  curate  performing  the  ecclesias- 
tical duties  of  any  benefice^  during  the  vacancy  of  such 
benefice  upon  the  avoidance  of  the  same  by  deaths  being 
expressly  provided  for  and  regulated  by  the  stat.  1  &  2 
Vict.  c.  106,  ss.  100, 101,  (and  other  sections),  no  action 
is  now  mainlainable  on  the  stat.  28  Hen.  8,  c.  11 : 

That  the  stat.  28  Hen.  8,  c.  11,  admitting  it  to  be  stiQ 
in  force,  so  far  as  its  provisions  extend,  provides  no  form 
of  remedy,  and  that  from  the  nature  of  the  demand,  and 
otherwise,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  provision,  the  re- 
medy is  not  by  action  at  law : 

That  the  eflfect  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106,  is  that  no 
curate  since  the  passing  of  that  statute  can  have  any  legal 
claim  or  demand  for  or  in  respect  of  the  performance  of 
the  ecclesiastical  duties  of  a  benefice  during  the  vacancy 
thereof  by  death,  except  he  be  appointed  by  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  and  have  a  stipend  assigned  to  him  under  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act : 

That  the  right  set  up  by  the  declaration  is  stated  therein 
to  be  founded  upon  the  plaintiff  having  served  as  curate  at 
the  request  of  the  sequestrators,  but  the  authority  given  to 
the  sequestrators  is  also  set  out  in  thedeclaration,  and  from 
that  it  appears  that  they  had  no  authority  in  this  respect, 
except  to  cause  the  cure  to  be  served  out  of  the  profits 
of  the  benefice  collected,  sequestrated,  and  recovered  by 
them  and  their  authority :  being  so  expressly  limited,  it 
follows  that  they  are  not  shewn  to  have  had  the  power,  by 
employing  a  curate,  to  charge  the  succeeding  incumbent, 
or  to  employ  the  said  curate  otherwise  than  on  the  credit 
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E*eh.  vf  PUat,  of  the  profits  80  to  be  collected  and  received  hy  them- 
i?^    selves: 

That  the  declaration  expressly  states  that  the  plaintiff 
was  ordained  by  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  the  benefice 
in  question  not  being  averred  to  be  in  the  diocese  or  eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction  of  the  said  Archbishop,  or  even  in  the 
province  of  York,  but,  on  the  contrary  thereof,  being  ex- 
pressly averred  to  be  in  the  diocese  of  London,  and  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  it  the  more  plainly  appears  that  the 
plaintiff's  orders  of  priesthood,  although  they  may  have 
put  him  in  a  capacity  to  be  licensed,  did  not  of  themselves 
dispense  with  a  license  from  the  bidiop  of  the  diocese,  un- 
der the  d6th  &  37th  canons  of  the  year  160S ; 

That  the  declaration  is  bad,  for  stating  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion to  be  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  stipend  and  wages 
for  the  entire  period  of  the  vacancy,  wiftiiout  negativing 
the  receipt  by  the  defendant  of  any  part  of  such  amount 
out  of  the  profits  of  the  benefice  during  such  vacancy,  or 
from  any  other  source,  so  that,  aeo(Mrding  to  the  said  de- 
claration, if  the  fruits  of  the  vacation  are  insufficient,  by 
however  small  an  amount,  and  notwithstanding  (except  as 
to  such  amount)  they  may  have  been  actually  received  by 
the  curate,  or  even  though  such  curate  may  have  been 
otherwise  paid  in  full,  nevertheless  such  curate  has  a  right 
of  action  against  the  succeeding  incumbent  for  the  stipend 
and  wages  of  the  entire  vacation,  including  what  he  may 
have  already  received;  whereas  the  defendant  will  contend 
that  the  right  of  action  of  the  plaintiff  against  the  de- 
fendant (if  it  exists  at  all)  is  only  as  to  so  much,  and  no 
more,  as  the  fruits  of  the  vacation  may  have  been  deficient 
in  amount,  and  that  the  amount  of  such  deficiency 
ought  to  have  been  shewn,  and  the  action  limited  to  that 
amount : 

That  tiie  declaration  is  bad,  and  shews  no  title  in  the 
plaintiff  to  maintain  the  present  action,  it  not  being  stated 
or  shewn  that  the  plaintiff  was  appointed  or  admitted  by 


EASTER  TEEM^   5  VICT.  781 

the  Bishop  and  Ordinary  of  the  diocese  to  serve  and  keep  Btteh-iffPien, 
the  cure  in  the  declaration  mentioned.  ^ 


CowKng,  in  support  of  the  demnrrer. — ^The  pleas  are  bad 
in  substance,  as  well  as  for  the  reasons  asrigned.  The  ac» 
tion  is  founded  on  the  stat.  28  Hen.  S,  c%  11,  s.  10,  which 
enacts,  ''that  if  the  fruits  of  the  Tacation  of  the  said  spi* 
ritual  promotions  be  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  curate's  sti« 
pend  and  wages  for  serring  the  cure  the  vacation  time,  that 
then  the  sam^  be  borne  and  paid  by  the  next  iucumbenti 
within  fourteen  days  next  after  that  he  hath  possession  of 
any  of  the  said  promotions  spiritaal/'  The  fourth  and 
seventh  pleas  are  pleaded  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that 
the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106,  either  impliedly  repeals  that 
section,  or  takes  away  the  jurisdiction  of  the  common  law 
courts.  Before  this  last*mentioned  statute,  it  is  clear,  not- 
withstanding the  doubt  in  2  Gibs.  Cod.  tit.  82,  c.  2,  note  (t), 
that  the  only  remedy  upon  s.  10  was  by  action  in  the  courts 
of  law :  Com.  Dig.  Prohibition,  (F.  5) ;  Birch  v.  Wood  (a). 
Now,  though  the  90th  section  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c. 
106,  provides  that  where  any  benefice  shall  be  under  se» 
questration,  ''it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  bishop,  and  he  is 
herehjreqnireA^if  the  incumbent  shattf^t  perform  the  duties 
of  the  said  benefice,  to  appoint  and  license  a  curate  thereto, 
and  to  assign  to  him  a  stipend  not  exceeding  ftc.,''  it  would 
seem,  from  referring  to  the  title  ot  the  act  and  some  prior 
passages,  that  the  language  was  intended  to  be  confined  to 
cases  where  there  was  an  incumbent  in  existence,  who,  for 
some  reason,  did  not  dischai^ge  the  duties  of  his  benefice. 
At  all  events  it  would  not  repeal  the  stat.  %  Hen.  8,  nor  the 
power  which  sequestrators  always  previously  had  of  appoint- 
ing dergymen  to  serve  the  cure;  for  the  language  of  s.  99  is 
in  the  affirmative,  without  any  negative  ^ther  express  or  im* 
plied:  7Bac.Abr.tit.Statute,(G.);i2eA^v.i%ifi€y(6).  Hence 

ia)  2  Salk.  506.  (A)  2  B.  &  Cr.  322. 
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Bjpeh.qfPiea9,  sequestrators  may  appoint  as  formerly,  at  least  until  the 
bishop  exercises  his  power  of  appointing :  and  indeed,  if  it 
were  otherwise,  the  mischief  might  arise  that,  in  case  from 
any  accident  the  bishop  omitted  to  appoint  a  curate,  the 
parish  might  be  altogether  without  Divine  service.  As  to  the 
objection  that  the  plaintiflF  is  either,  by  virtue  of  s.  100,  re- 
stricted to  the  profits  which  the  sequestrators  may  receive, 
or,  if  they  are  not  sufficient,  the  bishop,  under  s.  101,  is  to 
enforce  payment  from  the  succeeding  incumbent,  it  is  an 
answer,  that  those  sections  are  confined  to  c^es  of  curates 
appointed  by  the  bishop.  A  similar  answer  may  be  given 
to  the  objection,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  taken 
away  by  s.  109,  which  enacts  that,  "  in  every  case  in  which 
jarisdiction  is  given  to  the  bishop,  &c.,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  and  for  the  purposes  thereof,  and  the  en- 
forcing the  due  execution  of  the  provisions  thereof,  all  other 
and  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  respect  thereof  shall,  except 
as  herein  otherwise  provided,  wholly  cease,''  8cc ;  for  this 
refers  to  s.  83,  and  relates  only  to  '^  licenses  granted  and 
salaries  assigned  in  some  way  in  conformity  to  the  act,''  as 
was  decided  in  Re^c  v.The  Bishop  of  Peterborough  (a),  upon 
a  similar  clause  in  the  stat.  57  Geo.  3,  c.  99.  The  legisla- 
ture merely  meant  that,  where  the  bishop  appointed  the 
curate  and  fixed  his  stipend,  he  should  have  the  whole 
jurisdiction  over  any  disputes  relating  to  it.  In  West  v. 
Turner  (A),  where  the  plaintiff  was  barred,  the  bishop  had 
appointed  under  the  statute.  As  to  the  fifth  plea,  which 
alleges  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  duly  licensed ;  a  license  is 
not  requisite  for  a  priest,  but  only  for  deacons,  and  preachers 
or  lecturers.  Previously  to  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  13  Car,  2, 
c.  4,  perhaps  a  license  might  have  been  required  for  priests, 
for  in  ancient  times  preaching  formed  no  part  of  the  ordinary 
celebration  of  Divine  service;  and  the  form  used  in  ordain- 
ing a  priest  was,  "  Take  thou  power  to  read  the  Gospel  in 

(a)  3  B.  &  C.  47.  {h)  6  Ad.  &  EM.  614. 
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the  Church  of  Ood,  as  well  for  the  living  as  the  dead.  In  Bspch.  o/PUm, 
the  name  of  the  Father/'  &c. :  Nelson's  Rights  of  the  ^  ^^^' 
Clergy^  p.  431,  2nd  ed.  But  the  form  in  the  Rubric  since 
that  statute  has  been,  "  Take  thou  authority  to  preach 
the  word  of  Ood,  and  to  minister  the  holy  sacraments  in 
the  congregation  where  thou  shalt  be  lawfully  appointed 
thereunto:''  whilst  that  of  a  deacon  is,  "  Take  thou  authority 
to  read  the  Gospel  in  the  Church  of  God,  and  to  preach 
the  same,  if  thou  be  thereto  licensed  by  the  bishop  himself." 
So  that  a  priest  is  at  once  qualified  to  discharge  everything 
requisite  for  the  service  of  the  cure.  This  objection  was 
made,  but  abandoned,  in  Powell  v.  Milbum  (a),  De  Grey^ 
C.  J.,  saying,  that  '^  no  such  license  is  required,  or  neces- 
sary to  be  had,  but  only  for  lecturers."  Perhaps  the  48th 
canon  of  the  canons  of  1608  wiU  be  referred  to,  but  that 
does  not  require  a  '' license."  The  36th  and  87th  canons 
are  referred  to  by  the  defendant's  points ;  but,  though  the 
plea  would  seem  to  have  reference  to  one  of  them,  they  are 
subject  to  several  exceptions  enumerated  in  them,  which  are 
not  negatived  in  the  plea ;  and  therefore  it  is  bad,  even  if 
they  are  not  only  valid  rules  of  law,  but  cognizable  by  a 
court  of  law  as  a  defence  to  the  action.  But  they  are  in 
fact  not  noticeable  here,  not  being  binding  on  the  laity, 
Middleton  v.  Croft  {b) ;  and  cannot  affect  the  plaintiff,  who 
was  licensed  by  the  Archbishop  of  York,  whilst  the  canons 
purport  to  have  been  passed  only  by  a  convocation  of  the 
province  of  Canterbury,  and  it  is  not  clear  that  they 
are  all  binding  even  in  that  province.  Even  if  noticeable 
here,  the  punishment  for  a  breach  of  them  ought  not  to  be 
the  forfeiture  of  the  plaintiff's  salary.  Indeed,  the  plea 
admits  that  there  was  a  license,  but  denies  that  it  was  a 
due  license,  and  the  validity  of  it  must  at  all  events  be 
for  the  decision  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and  cannot 
be  investigated  here :  McUingley  v.  Martyn  (c) ;  Martyn  v. 

(a)  3  Wile.  355, 361.  (e)  Sir  W.  Jones,  259,  2nd  and 

(6)  2  Stnu  1057.  3rd  Resolutiont. 
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Dakinb 

V. 
SfiAMAM. 


Bjpek.qfPiea»,  Hind  (a).    In  addition,  this  plea  is  bad  in  form,  because  it 
1842.  '  r  f 

'     does  not  state  in  what  respects  the  plaintiff  was  not  duly 

licensed :  Hume  v.  lAverndge  [b). 

E.  V.  WiUiams,  contra. — The  declaration  is  bad^  and  the 
pleas  are  good.  The  fifth  plea  is  a  good  answer  to  the  ac- 
tion ;  {ix  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  unless  he  is  licensed 
by  the  bishop.  In  Watson's  Clergynian's  Law^  which  is  a 
book  of  great  authority,  it  w  said  (c) :  "  A  priest,  by  his 
ordination,  receives  authority  to  preach  the  word,  and  ad- 
minister the  holy  Sacraments  in  the  congregation  where 
he  shall  be  lawfully  appointed  thereunto :  Ruhr.,  Stat.  I 
Mar.  c.  3.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  he  may  not  preach  with- 
out the  license  either  of  the  King,  or  his  respective  arch- 
bishop, bishop,  or  other  lawful  ordinary,  or  on#  of  the  uni- 
versities of  Oxford  or  Cambridge :  Stat.  1  Mar.  c.  8 ;  14  Car. 
2,  c.  4 ;  18  Elis.  c.  12.  But  a  license  by  the  bishop  of  any 
diocese  is  sufficient,  although  it  be  only  to  preach  within 
his  diocese,  the  statute  not  requiring  any  license  by  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  where  the  church  is :  Pasch.,  15  Car.  2, 
B.  R. :  Bimen  v.  Spence^  1  Keble,  503.  But  this  is  only  to 
be  intended  so  as  to  satisfy  the  words  of  the  statutes,  as 
not  to  be  punished  by  them  for  want  of  a  license  to  preach ; 
for  I  take  it,  a  preacher  by  the  canons  is  obliged  to  pro- 
cure a  license  from  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  in  which  his 
church  is,  notwithstanding  any  former  license  obtained  by 
him  from  another  bishop."  It  is  said  that  the  canons  do 
not  bind  the  laity ;  but  in  investigating  an  ecclesiastical 
matter,  it  is  the  constant  practice  to  cite  the  canons.  Thus 
the  canons  were  recognized  in  Creswick  v.  Rooksiy  (d). 
So  Lord  Mansfield,  C.  J.,  in  Mariyn  v.  Hind{€),  says, 
"  The  second  objection  is,  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  licensed 
by  the  incumbent.    Within  the  true  intent  and  meaning 


(a)  2Cowp.437. 

(6)  1  Cr.  &  M.  332. 

(c)  Vol,  1,  p.  260,  2nd  cd. 


(d)  2  Bulstr.  47. 

(e)  2  Cowp.  443. 
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of  the  canon  law  he  is  licensed  by  the  bishop ;  for  he  has  or-  Mxek.  tffPieoi, 


dained  him  on  his  title ;  ^'  thereby  recognizing  that  law^  but 
getting  rid  of  the  objection  by  saying  that  the  clerk  was  pro- 
perly licensed.  A  person  is  not  a  curate  unless  he  is  ad- 
mitted according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  In  Gates  t.  Cham^ 
hers  (a)y  Sir  JoAii  NichoU,  after  stating  the  48th  canon^ 
that  '^  no  curate  or  minister  shall  be  permitted  to  serve  in 
any  place  without  examination  and  admission  of  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese^'  &c.,  says^ ''  and  the  canon  is  headed^ '  None 
to  be  curates>  but  allowed  by  the  bishop/  Now  the  object 
of  this  canon  seems  at  least  to  be>  that  curates  who  are  en- 
gaged to  take  charge  of  parishes,  either  altogether  or  in 
part,  for  a  continued  time,  shall  be  examined  and  admitted 
by  the  diocesan/'  The  plaintiff  would  not  be  legally  in 
the  office,  unless  he  were  admitted  and  appointed  by 
the  ordinary.  In  Watson's  Clergyman's  Law(i),  it  is 
likewise  said,  ''  Also  if  such  person  as  did  attend  the 
cure  was  only  appointed  by  the  churchwardens  or  other 
person,  and  not  duly  licensed  and  admitted  thereunto  by 
the  ordinary,  or  did  not  duly  qualify  himself  according  to 
the  statute  14  Car.  2,  c.  4, 1  conceive  neither  the  ordinary 
nor  his  minister  may  detain  any  part  of  the  profits  in  re- 
spect thereof,  for  that  his  license  (he  not  being  duly  quali- 
fied) is  void;  stat.  13  Eliz.  c.  12,  and  stat.  14  Car.  2,  c.  4; 
and  his  serving  the  cure  an  unlawful  act.  And  if  the 
bishop's  commission  doth  employ  some  neighbouring  mi- 
nisters that  have  cures  of  their  own,  to  serve  such  cure  for 
the  time,  without  admission  as  aforesaid  by  the  ordinary, 
I  suppose  that  their  case  is  the  same,  although  that  they 
performed  the  legal  acts  aforesaid  to  settle  them  in  their 
own  churches."  And  in  Bum's  Eccles.  Law,  tit.  Yaca- 
tion  (c),  it  is  said,  ''  And  Dr.  Gibson  says,  such  curate 
ought  to  be  duly  licensed  by  the  ordinary  for  serving  of  the 

(a)  2  Addams's   Eccles.    Rep.  (c)  Vol.  4,  p.  4,  last  edition,  by 

189,  191 .  Dr.  R.  Phillimore. 

(h)  Vol.  2,  p.  768. 
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Bxek.  (^PieoM,  cure ;  otherwise,  if  he  proceeds  without  such  license^  he  can 

1842  *  '  r 

have  no  title  to  any  stipend  or  salary^  nor  can  any  be  legally 
reserved  and  deducted  for  him;''  citing  Gibson's  Codex, 750. 
The  plaintiff  should  therefore  have  shewn,  on  the  £bu» 
of  his  declaratioD,  as  part  of  his  title,  that  he  was  appointed 
by  the  bishop.  Then  as  to  the  new  act,  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  106, 
the  99th  section  was  intended  to  apply  to  all  cases  of  se- 
questered benefices;  it  contemplates  every  case  where  a 
benefice  is  under  sequestration.  The  first  case  it  applies  to 
is,  where  the  incumbent  is  alive,  and  shall  not  perform  the 
duties  himself;  the  second,  where  there  is  a  sequestration 
in  consequence  of  death  or  resignation.  The  statute  assumes 
(as  all  the  authorities  cited  demonstrate),  that  the  curate  will 
be  appointed  and  licensed  by  the  bishop.  It  then  provides 
that  the  sequestrators  are  to  pay  such  stipend  as  the  bishop 
shall  order  to  be  paid,  and  that  alone.  Then  the  101st 
section  provides  for  what  is  to  be  done  if  the  proceeds  are 
not  sufficient,  and  gives  a  remedy  by  monition.  This 
statute  provides  for  and  regulates  this  very  case,  and  no 
action  is  maintainable  on  the  former  statute.  By  section 
109,  in  every  case  where  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  bishop, 
all  other  jurisdictions  are  to  cease.  By  sections  100  and 
101,  he  has  power  conferred  on  him  to  name  the  stipend 
and  compel  its  payment;  therefore,  as  neither  this  nor  any 
other  Court  or  person  has  jurisdiction  to  say  what  is  a  rea- 
sonable stipend,  or  to  compel  the  payment  of  it,  it  is  a  case 
within  the  mischief  which  the  act  intended  to  provide  against^ 
and  the  remedy  given  by  it.  The  sequestrators  are  merely 
the  bishop's  bailiffs,  and  have  no  power  to  appoint.  Even  if 
authority  were  given  to  them  by  the  bishop  to  appoint,  it 
would  be  void,  because  he  had  no  right  to  delegate  his  au- 
thority. But  he  does  not  do  so.  The  object  of  the  act  was, 
that  the  bishop  should  have  authority  to  assign  the  amount 
of  the  salary,  and  to  enforce  payment  by  monition ;  and  the 
common-law  courts  are  ousted  of  their  jurisdiction.  The  fifth 
plea  is  therefore  good,  inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  had  no  an- 
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thority  to  perform  the  office  of  curate ;  and  the  other  pleas  Esek.  of  Pleat, 
are  good,  because  no  other  person  had  authority  to  appoint 
a  curate  but  the  bishop.  With  respect  to  the  technical 
objection  to  the  fifth  plea,  that  it  is  a  negative  pregnant,  if 
if  there  be  anything  in  that  objection,  perhaps  the  Court 
will  allow  the  defendant  to  amend.  If  the  issue  went 
down  to  be  tried,  it  would  be  just  the  same,  whether  the 
word  duly  was  there  or  not. 

Then  the  declaration  is  bad,  for  stating  the  cause  of 
action  to  be  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  stipend  and 
wages  for  the  entire  period  of  the  vacancy.  The  statute 
did  not  mean  that  if  one  shilling  short  of  a  reasonable 
stipend  were  unpaid,  an  action  was  to  be  had  for  the  whole 
amount.  The  plaintiff  should  have  negatived  the  receipt 
of  any  portion  of  the  profits,  or  stated  what  the  amount 
received  was,  and  averred  further,  that  the  action  was 
merely  to  compel  a  reasonable  stipend.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  follow  the  exact  words  of  a  statute,  where  it  is  clear  that 
by  reasonable  intendment  a  larger  sense  must  be  given  to 
them  than  the  exact  words  express.  The  true  meaning  of 
the  statute  is,  that  the  deficiency  may  be  claimed. 

Cowling,  in  reply. — ^With  regard  to  the  objection  to  the 
declaration,  that  it  ought  to  have  stated  what  the  plaintiff 
had  received,  and  that  he  was  going  for  the  balance,  that 
is  matter  of  defence.  The  plaintiff  could  only  recover  what 
he  was  entitled  to,  after  deducting  what  he  had  received. 
The  extracts  respecting  the  necessity  of  a  license,  which 
have  been  dted,  appear  all  to  have  been  based  on  the  one 
first  cited  from  Watson's  Clergyman's  Law,  and  that  would 
seem  to  have  been  hastUy  written,  without  considering  the 
alteration  produced  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  coupled  with 
the  Bubric.  As  to  the  power  of  the  sequestrators,  it  has 
always  been  taken  as  clear  that  they  had  power,  and  also 
that  it  was  the  most  important  part  of  their  duty,  by  virtue 

VOL.  IX.  GOG  M.  w. 
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Bjrek.  ofPien,  of  the  writ  firom  the  bishop  i^pointiiig  them^  to  provide  for 

^  ^^^'  ^    the  serving  of  the  core.    Whmfield  v.  JVaikiM  (a) ;  Httbbard 

DAKiTts       y.  Beckford{b).  Gates  v.  Chambers  (c)  shews  that  even  in  the 

SsAif  AN.      ecclesiastical  court  a  license  is  not  necessazy  for  the  tem- 

poraiy  supplying  a  cure;  and  such  may  have  been  the  case 

here :  indeed,  firom  the  apprehension  of  a  lapse  taking 

placCj  it  is  very  unlikely  that  the  services  of  a  person  in  the 

situation  of  the  plaintiff  would  be  wanted  for  a  long  space 

of  time. 

Lord  Abinoe&j  C.B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff 
is  entitled  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  say  how  far  the  canons  are  obligatory  upon  the 
dergyj  but  it  is  clear  that  modem  canons  do  not  bind  the 
laity.  Nor  need  we,  in  the  present  casCi  determine  whe- 
ther a  license  firom  the  bishop  is  requisite  or  not.  Without 
doubt,  sequestrators  cannot  appoint  a  curate  permanently, 
but  they  may  appoint  him  firom  week  to  week,  and  he  will 
have  a  claim  upon  the  incumbent  for  his  stipend,  fourteen 
days  after  the  latter  has  been  inducted ;  and  I  think  this 
appointment  was  one  of  the  latter  description.  The  sta- 
tute of  Hen.  8  is  not  affected,  in  this  respect,  by  the  act 
of  Victoria,  which  does  not  contain  negative  words ;  and  as 
there  is  no  inconsistency  in  the  two  acts,  they  may  well 
stand  together.  The  plaintiff  was  duly  appointed  by  the 
sequestrators,  who  derived  their  authority  firom  the  bishop. 
It  does  not  appear  for  what  time  the  appointment  was  made, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  it  was  of 
a  permanent  character.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  recover.  I  have  looked  into  the  case  of 
Middkion  v.  Croft,  as  it  is  reported  in  Gas.  temp.  Hardw. 
326 ;  it  was  a  case  of  prohibition,  argued  by  eminent  civi- 
lians, and  involved  an  elaborate  discussion  upon  the  autho- 

(a)  2  PWHim.  1.  (6)  Id.  5,  note.  (c)  2  Addams,  177. 
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rity  of  the  canons.  Lord  Hardwicke  there  says,  ''  Sub-  «J«*-  »/  ^'«««» 
qnent  acts  of  Parliament  in  the  afiSrmatiye  only,  although 
giving  new  penalties,  are  never  taken  to  be  a  repeal  of 
former  acts,  unless  there  be  negative  words,  or  a  plain  con- 
trariety between  the  two  acts,  so  as  there  is  a  plain  indi- 
cation in  the  latter  of  an  intention  to  repeal  the  former.'' 
In  the  present  case,  I  can  see  no  intention  that  the  late 
act  should  repeal  the  former,  and  therefore,  on  this  and 
other  grounds,  our  judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion,  and  think  the 
plaintiff  may  maintain  an  action  for  his  stipend.  The 
main  question  is,  whether  the  statute  of  Hen.  8  is  re- 
pealed by  the  statute  of  Victoria,  and  whether  the  curate 
can  recover  in  a  court  of  common  law.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  as  the  words  of  the  latter  act  are  affirmative, 
both  statutes  are  compatible,  and  may  well  staud  together. 
The  language  of  the  statute  of  Victoria  affords  strong 
ground  for  the  ailment,  that  as  the  courts  of  common 
law  cannot  determine  what  salary  the  curate  is  to  receive, 
so  neither  can  they  assist  him  in  recovering  it ;  and  un- 
doubtedly that  argument  applies,  where  the  curate  is  ap- 
pointed under  that  act ;  but  if  the  curate  is  not  appointed 
by  the  bishop,  the  statute  of  Hen.  8  remains  in  full  force 
and  effect.  It  is  said  that  the  canon  law  requires  the 
curate  to  be  licensed,  but  I  should  have  great  difficulty  in 
determining  that  the  effect  of  the  statute  of  Hen.  8  is  taken 
away  by  the  canons  of  1603;  that  question,  however,  need 
not  be  considered  here;  for  I  am  not  satisfied  that  the 
plaintiff  need  be  licensed  under  the  48th  canon.  A  li- 
cense applies  to  the  case  where  the  appointment  is  per- 
manent, but  here  the  plaintiff  is  employed  by  the  seques- 
trators, and  is  not  appointed  for  any  specified  time.  The 
sequestrators  are  to  see  that  the  duties  of  the  parish  are 
performed  by  somebody,  and  accordingly  they  .appoint  the 
o  G  o  2 
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Bjfeh.of  Pleat,  plaintiflF  for  a  short  period ;  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  neces- 

^  sary  for  them  to  provide  for  more  than  two  Sundays.   Un- 

Dakims  der  the  circumstances  of  the  present  case,  I  think  the 

Seaman.  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  our  judgment. 

Aldbkson,  B.,  and  Ouknkt,  B.,  concurred. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


^^^3^  Chahberlatne  r.  Obeen. 

The  plaintiff,  JlLuMFREY  had  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plain** 

finai^udgmimt  ^^  ^  ^^^^  cause  why  the  ca.  sa.  issued  against  the  de- 

Court  of^Ex-*"*  f«^<ia»*  should  not  be  set  aside,  and  the  defendant  dis- 

chequer,  after-  charged  out  of  custody.     It  appeared  from  the  affidavits^ 

wards  proceed- 

ed  for  the  same  that  the  plaintiff,  after  having  obtained  judgment  against 
hy^oreignat^  ^^^  defendant  in  this  Court,  proceeded  against  him  by 
tachmentin  the  foreign  attachment  in  London.     On  the  14th  of  March, 

Lord  Mayor's  °  ^  ' 

Court  in  Lon-  the  defendant  surrendered  himself  into  custody,  in  dis* 

defendant's  charge  of  the  attachment.     On  the  15th,  this  ca.  sa.  was 

fcnSnt'sur^*'  *^®^  ^^*  agaiust  him,  by  virtue  of  which  the  defendant 

rendered  him-  was  detained  iu  custody.     On  the  19th  of  March,  judg- 

in  discbarge  of  mcut  of  noupros  for  uot  declaring  was  signed  in  the 

ment ;  uid  on  Mayor*s  Court :  it  being  stated  that  the  mode  of  aban- 

Siy^whihi^he  ^^^^^S  proceedings  in  the  Mayor's  Court  was  not  to  dis- 

was  so  in  cus-  continue  the  action,  but  to  allow  the  defendant  to  sign 

tody,  the  plain-   .    _  _  _  -      i     i         • 

tiff  issued  a      judgment  of  nonpros  for  want  of  a  declaration. 

ca.  sa.,  under 
which  the 

dcto?^^-^"  W^.  H.  Watson  shewed  cause.— The  ca.  sa.  is  not  irregu- 
Hiid,  that  the  lar,  and  as  the  judgment  is  unsatisfied,  there  is  nothing  to 
Irregular ;  and    prevent  the  plaintiff  from  issuing  execution.     [Parke,  B. — 

that,  the  plain- 
tiff having 

abandoned  his  proceedings  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  and  the  defendant  having  in  const* 
qnence  obtained  judgment  of  nonpros  thereon,  there  was  no  ground  for  his  discharge  under  the 
equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  Court. 
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Mr.  Hun^eg,  on  moving  fop  the  rule,  relied  upon  Burdus  ^ck.  o/PUma, 
V.  SatckweU  (a)^  as  an  authority  to  shew  that,  there  being  ^ 

an  action  pending  in  the  Mayor's  Court,  which  had  not  Chambbrlaynb 
been  discontinued,  it  was  irregular  to  issue  a  ca.  sa.  in  this  Grbbm. 
court.]  The  case  of  Burdus  v.  Satchwettj  if  it  can  be  sup- 
ported at  all,  is  distinguishable.  There,  after  a  writ  of 
error,  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  on  the  judgment; 
afterwards  the  writ  of  error  was  nonprossed  for  want  of 
transcribing  the  record,  and  the  plaintiff,  without  discon- 
tinuing his  action  on  the  judgment,  took  the  defendant's 
goods  in  execution  by  testatum  fieri  facias,  which  was  held 
irregular.  But  there  both  proceedings  were  in  the  same 
Court,  and  that  Court  had  jurisdiction  over  both.  [Alder- 
son,  B. — ^And  both  proceedings  were  being  continued  at 
the  same  time.]  Here,  notwithstanding  the  proceeding 
in  the  Mayor's  Court,  the  judgment  is  unsatisfied.  That 
was  a  proceeding  against  the  goods  of  the  defendant,  and 
the  defendant  has  voluntarily  surrendered  himself  to  release 
his  goods  from  the  attachment.  One  of  the  proceedings 
has  been  put  an  end  to  by  .the  judgment  of  nonpros ;  but 
in  Burdus  v.  Satchwell  they  were  both  continuing.  In 
Wood  V.  Thompson  (6),  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held, 
on  the  authority  of  Bromley  v.  Peck  (c),  that  a  defendant 
may  be  arrested  in  an  action  in  a  Court  at  Westminster, 
after  having  surrendered  in  discharge  of  a  foreign  at- 
tachment in  the  Mayor's  Court  of  London,  for  the  same 
cause. 

Humfrey,  in  support  of  the  rule. — ^The  ca.  sa.  was  clearly 
irregular.  The  plaintiff  having  obtained  his  judgment  in 
this  Court,  pursued  another  remedy  by  attachment  in  the 
Mayor's  Court,  on  which  the  defendant  surrendered;  and 
then  the  plaintiff  proceeds  by  ca.  sa.  on  the  judgment  in  this 

(a)  Barnes,  208.  {h)  5  Taunt.  851.         (c)  Ibid.  852,  n. 
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Bteh,  of  Pleat,  Court.  on  which  the  defendant  is  detained ;  he  is  therefore 
1842 

^    twice  detained  in  prison  for  the  same  cause  of  action.  Bur* 

Chambbrlatnbi^ii^  v.  Saichwdl  is  an  authority  in  fayour  of  the  defendant^ 

grbbm.       and  it  makes  no  difference  that  there  the  proceedings  were 

in  the  same  Court ;  it  is  equally  irregular  whether  they  be 

in  the  same  C!ourt  or  another.    [Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B. — We 

have  no  jurisdiction  where  the  proceeding  is  in  another 

Court.]      Burdus  v.  Saichwell  went  upon  the  general 

principle^  that  two  writs  of  execution  against  the  per* 

son  cannot  issue  at  the  same  time  for  the  same  cause  of 

action. 

Parke,  B. — ^It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  irregularity 
in  this  case,  but  that  the  circumstances  merely  afford 
ground  for  an  application  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to 
relieve  the  defendant  firom  the  consequences  of  two  reme- 
dies for  the  same  debt  being  pursued  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  analogous  to  the  case  of  a  person  bringing  two  actions 
for  the  same  debt,  where  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Court  to 
relieve  the  di^fendant  on  motion,  instead  of  leaving  him 
to  plead  the  pendency  of  the  former  action.  This  ca.  sa. 
cannot  be  said  to  be  irregular,  inasmuch  as  the  judgment 
is  regular,  and  all  proper  steps  have  been  taken  in  respect 
of  the  execution  founded  on  that  judgment.  The  objec- 
tion that  another  proceeding  is  taken  at  the  same  time  is 
merely  a  collateral  matter,  and  does  not  make  the  ca..  sa. 
irregular.  Whether  the  case  in  Barnes  was  rightly 
decided  or  not,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss;  it  may  have 
been  an  application  to  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court,  and  the  word  "  irregular ''  may  have  slipt  into  the 
report  by  accident.  But  admitting  it  to  be  irregular  to 
commence  a  second  proceeding  on  the  same  judgment  in 
the  same  Court,  here  the  proceeding  is  in  a  different  Court, 
and  that  does  not  constitute  an  irregularity,  whatever 
ground  it  may  afford  for  the  exercise  of  the  equitable  ju- 
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risdiction  of  the  Court.    In  the  present  case  that  is  imne-  Bxch.  qf  Pieas, 
cessary^  as  the  proceeding  in  the  Mayor's  Court  has  been  "'  ^ 

put  an  end  to  by  a  nonpros.  CHAMBKaLAYNB 

Vm 

Grsbm. 
Alderson^  B. — ^I  agree  in  thinking  that  this  is  properly 
the  subject  of  an  application  to  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court.  In  the  case  in  Barnes,  both  proceedings  were 
pending  at  the  same  time,  and  that  was  one  ground  for 
setting  aside  the  execution. 

RoLFE,  B.g  concurred. 

Rule  discharged. 


Ford  v.  Nassau.  April  29, 

yjm  C.  JONES  moved  (April  IB)  for  a  writ  of  habeas  The  Court 
corpus,  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Middlesex,  com-  ^^JbX^' 
manding  him  to  bring  up  the  body  of  the  plaintiff,  in  5"*a^Jfrt°fn 
order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  move  in  person  to  set  custody  under 
aside  two  writs  of  attachment  for  non-payment  of  costs,  to  enable  him 
under  which  he  was  in  custody.  The  affidavit  of  the  plain-  l^n"^  wtT'" 
tiff  stated,  that  he  had  been  informed  and  believed  that  he  ^>^^* 
had  good  ground,  upon  the  merits,  for  his  application  to 
the  Court  to  set  aside  the  attachments. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  precedent  for  such 
an  application.  In  the  Attomey-Oeneral  v.  Hunt  (a),  this 
Court  refused  to  grant  a  habeas  corpus  to  enable  a  defend- 
ant in  an  information,  who  was  confined  in  a  county  gaol 
under  sentence  of  another  Court  for  libel,  to  attend  in 
Court  at  Westminster,  and  conduct  his  defence  in  person ; 
and  in  Rex  v.  Parkyns  (6),  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  re- 
fused a  similar  application,  where  the  object  was  to  shew 

(a)  9  Price,  147.  (6)  3  B.  &  Aid.  679. 
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Exeh,  of  PUat,  cause  against  a  role  for  a  criminal  information.    You  had 
1842 

better  look  into  the  authorities,  and  apply  again. 

Jones  now  renewed  his  application,  and  said  the  only  au- 
thority he  could  find  was  the  case  of  the  Aiiomey-General 
V.  Cleave  {a),  where  this  Court  granted  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  bring  the  defendant  into  Court,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  to  defend  an  information  filed  agidnst  him 
for  selling  unstamped  papers. 

Parke,  B. — ^The  difficulty  is  to  see  in  what  form  the 
writ  is  to  be.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  issued  for  some 
specified  purpose,  either  ad  testificandum,  or  ad  respon- 
dendum, as  the  case  may  be.  There  is  no  general  form 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  and  as  there  is  no  authority 
for  doing  this,  we  cannot  grant  the  application. 

The  rest  of  the  Court  concurred. 

Bule  refused. 


(a)  2  Oowl.  P.  C.  668. 
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Sjfeh.  qf  Pleat, . 

Lawton  V.  Sutton  and  Others.  n— .^^J-^ 

L/OVENANT.    The  declaration  stated^  that  by  a  certain  in  covenant, the 
indenture^  William  Lawton  demised  to  the  defendants  cer-  atotc"i*thit  it 
tain  mines  of  coal,  cannel,  and  slack ;  that  the  defendants  "^  coveninted 
covenanted  with  Lawton  and  the  parties  who,  for  the  time  between  the 
being,  shonld  be  entitled  to  the  mines,  that  he  and  the  .or,  and  the^ 
parties  entitled  shonld,  when  they  should  think  fit,  employ  f^^^^ll'J^, 
a  proper  person  at  each  machine,  set  up  for  weighing  coals,  ^^  ^^  ™^n««» 
&c.,  to  weigh  the  same  and  keep  the  accounts,  the  person  tiffshouid^when 
so  weighing  and  keeping  the  accounts  to  be  paid  by  the  empioyafitand 
defendants;  but  in  case  such  person  shonld  not  duly  attend  JJeach  machine 
at  the  same  machine,  and  duly  keep  the  necessary  accounts,  for  weighing 
the  defendants  were  authorized  to  discharge  such  person,  should  weigh 
The  declaration  then  stated,  that  the  plaintiff,  being  the  keep^e  m1^ 
person  entitled  to  the  mine,  employed  one  John  Hargreaves  JJJ^*"^;^* 
at  a  machine  in  the  mine,  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  thouid  be  paid 
coals,  &:;c.,  and  of  keeping  the  accounts  thereof.    Breach,  ants;  but^that' 
that  although  Hargreaves  had  done  the  usual  work  at  the  p^^j^ouid 
machine,  and  had  duly  attended  thereto,  and  had  regularly  not  duly  attend 
kept  the  necessary  accoimts,  yet  the  defendants  had  refused  and  duly  keep ' 
to  pay  him  any  wages,  whereby  the  plaintiff  had  been  acoounu,*^T 
compelled  to  pay  him  the  necessary  wages,  amounting  to  d«fend«ntewere 
a  large  sum,  to  wit,  &c.    Plea,  that  the  said  John  Har-  discharge  him. 
greaves  was  not  a  fit  and  proper  person;  that  he  had  not  that  the  plaintiff 
done  the  usual  work  at  the  machine,  nor  had  duly  attended  bclng"a*fit'and' 
thereto,  nor  had  duly  kept  the  necessary  accounts  r—on  proper  person, 

-^         ^  -^  and  alleged  as 

which  issue  was  taken.  a  breach,  that 

At  the  trial  before  CoUman,  J.,  at  the  last  Chester  As-  refiued^to  pay 
sizes,  it  appeared  that  Hargreaves  had  been  appointed  by  ^^^  defen^u 
the  plaintiff,  and  had  been  in  attendance  at  the  machine  pleaded,  that 
for  three  months;  that  the  defendants  had  then  dismissed  a  fit  and  proper 

person,  that  he 
had  not  duly 
attended  to  the  machine,  and  had  not  duly  kept  the  necessary  accounts.  At  the  trial,  it  was 
proved  that  J.  H.  had  been  appointed,  and  had  attended  for  three  months,  after  which  period  he  was 
dismissed  as  incompetent  by  the  defendants : — Held,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  judg- 
ment non  obstante  veredicto :  the  appointment  of  a  fit  and  proper  person  being  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  defendants'  liability  to  pay  wages. 


796  CA8E8   IN    THS   SXCHBQUKK, 

Bseh.  qfPUat,  him  without  notioe^  on  the  ground  of  incompetency,  and 


1842. 


refused  to  pay  him  any  wages.  The  jury  found  that  Har- 
lawton  greaves  was  not  a  proper  or  competent  person,  and  returned 
Sutton.      a  Tcrdict  in  favour  of  the  defendants. 

On  a  former  day  in  this  term  (April  18), 

Jervis  moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  there  should  not 
be  a  new  trial,  or  why  there  should  not  be  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  non  obstante  veredicto. — Hargreaves  never  having 
been  properly  dismissed,  and  no  notice  having  been  given, 
he  was  entitled  to  be  paid  wages  for  the  time  he  was  ac- 
tually employed.  The  plaintiff  is  to  appoint  a  proper  per- 
son to  weigh  coals  and  keep  the  accoimts ;  if  he  does  not 
duly  attend  and  duly  keep  the  accounts,  then  the  defend- 
ants may  discharge  him ;  but  until  they  do  so  they  are 
bound  to  pay  him.  All  that  the  plaintiff  is  to  do,  is  to 
select  a  proper  person.  The  learned  Judge  treated  it  as 
a  dry  question  of  law,  and  ruled  that  the  conduct  of  the 
plaintiff,  in  not  appointing  a  proper  person,  was  an  answer 
to  the  action,  as  that  was  a  condition  precedent.  But  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  lessees  are  bound  to  pay  him 
until  they  dismiss  him,  and  the  plaintiff  would  presume 
that  he  was  capable,  unless  they  gave  him  notice  to  the 
contrary.  Secondly,  this  is  not  a  plea  which  is  severable, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  establish  the  whole  of  it.  The 
plea  is,  that  Hargreaves  was  not  a  fit  and  proper  person, 
that  he  had  not  done  the  usual  work  at  the  machine,  nor 
had  duly  attended  thereto,  nor  duly  kept  the  necessary  ac- 
counts. Now  it  was  not  pretended  that  Hai^eaves  had 
not  attended  every  day,  and  kept  the  accounts  until  he  was 
dismissed.  Suppose  that  he  was  a  fit  and  proper  person, 
but  that  he  did  not  properly  keep  the  accounts ;  the  de- 
fendants are  bound  to  pay  him  unless  they  dismiss  him, 
and  give  the  plaintiff  notice  of  it.  The  plaintiff  is  not  sup- 
posed to  be  upon  the  premises,  but  the  defendants  are. 
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Consistently  with  this  plea^  the  jury  may  have  found  that  Exeh.  of  PUat, 

he  was  a  fit  and  proper  person,  but  that  he  did  not  pro-  ^ 

perly  keep  the  accounts.     [Parke,  B. — ^We  will  consult  my  X-awtow 

Brother  CoUmanJ]  Suttok. 

Cur.  adv.  vult. 
On  this  day, 

Pak&b,  B.,  said : — In  this  case  Mr.  Jervit  moved  for  a 
new  trial,  and  also  for  judgment  for  the  plainti£P  non  ob- 
stante veredicto.  By  the  covenant  made  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  defendants,  the  former  was  to  employ  a 
fit  and  proper  person  to  attend  the  machine  and  keep  the 
accounts,  the  defendants  covenanting  to  pay  his  wages. 
The  declaration  averred,  that  the  plaintiff  did  appoint  a 
person^  and  that  such  person  was  a  fit  and  prop»  person, 
and  that  he  attended  at  the  machine,  did  the  usual  work, 
and  kept  the  necessary  accounts.  Whether  this  was  the 
case  or  not,  was  a  question  for  the  jury.  They  had  ground 
for  thinking  that  Hargreaves  was  not  a  fit  and  proper  per- 
son, and  we  cannot  say  that  their  verdict  was  wrong.  Nor 
do  we  see  any  ground  for  entering  judgment  for  the  plaintiff 
non  obstante  veredicto.  The  appointment  of  a  fit  and  pro- 
per person  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  defendants'  lia- 
bility to  pay  such  person  his  wages.  It  is  argued,  that 
the  defendants  had  the  use  of  his  services ;  that  they  had 
the  power  of  dismissing  him  in  case  ol  incompetency, 
but  that  if  they  did  not  dispiiss  him,  they  were  bound  to 
pay  him  his  wages.  We  do  not,  however,  think  that  the 
power  of  dismissal  qualifies  the  rest  of  the  covenants  to 
this  extent.  If  the  person  appointed  was  incompetent,  the 
defendants  were  not  bound  to  pay  Ids  wages,  although  they 
had  also  in  their  hands  the  other  remedy  of  dismissal. 
There  will  therefore  be  no  rule. 

Rule  refused. 
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April  29.  Smith  and  Another  v.  William  Hendkrson. 

An  acdon  i^  AS£  against  the  defendant^  for  negligence  in  navigating 

against  wii-  a  vessel  on  the  Biver  Thames,  whereby  she  ran  fonl  of  and 
iSTfS  nj.''     damaged  a  vessel  of  the  plaintiffs. 

"*dn?a^r-'  ^^  *^®  *™^  *^®^^'®  ^^^'  ^"^  **  *^®  Middlesex  sittings 
sei,  and  the  dr-  in  Hilary  Term  last,  it  appeared  that  the  action  was 
under  which  brought  against  the  defendant  as  the  pilot  having  the 
trok  pSce*"  management  and  direction  of  the  vessel  in  question.  The 
having  been       plaintiffs  having  given  evidence  to  shew  that  the  circum- 

proved,  it  was      '^  °  ^ 

objected  that  stauccs  undcT  which  the  collision  and  the  negligence  im- 

had  been  given  putcd  took  place,  it  was  objected  that  no  evidence  had 

MViwthe*"^'  been  given  that  the  defendant  was  the  pilot  who  had  the 

pilot  in  charge  charge  of  the  vessel  at  the  time  the  accident  occurred : 
whereupon  the  '  whereupou  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  called  out  "  Mr.  Hen- 

sef^MUedo^t"'  dersou!"  intending  to  call  the  defendant's  son  as  a  wit- 

"  *^f;  ^®"^*'"  ness  to  prove  that  fact.    A  person  in  Court  answered 

son  I    upon  ^  * 

which  a  person  "  here,"  and,  coming  forward,  said,  "  I  am  the  pilot." 
^"hercr'and  He  was  not  swom;  but  one  of  the  plaintiffs'  witnesses, 
Ae^piiot."™  It  ^^^  ^*^  S^^®  ^^  board  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  proved 
was  proved  by    that  he  had  seen  this  person  then  acting  as  pilot.    The 

one  of  the  wit-  »         * 

nesses  who  had  learned  Judge  being  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence 
STvesseUuhc  ^^^  *^.®  J^'J  ^^  ^^^  identity  of  the  defendant,  directed  a 
*^*  ®^  *^'  ^"  nonsuit  to  be  entered,  giving  leave  to  the  plaintiffs  to  move 
had  seen  that  to  set  that  nonsuit  aside,  and  to  enter  a  verdict  for  the 
i^^pUo't.^'  s^a  of  20/.  14*.,  the  amount  of  the  damage  found  by  the 

^eM,  that  this    • 
was  sufficient      J     J^  * 
evidence  of  the 
identity  of  the 

defendant  with       Martin  having,  in  Hilary  Term  last,  obtamed  a  rule  ac- 

the  pilot.  J,.      1 

*^  cordmgly, 

Montagu  Chambers  now  shewed  cause. — ^Assuming  that 
the  negligence  was  proved,  the  identity  of  the  defendant 
was  not  made  out  by  proper  evidence.  The  defendant 
ought  not  to  be  bound  by  the  statement  of  a  party  not 
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upon  oath.    The  question  is,  whether  the  pilot  is  the  EokM.  qf  Pieas, 
present  defendant ;   and  there  ought  to  be  evidence  on  '  ^ 

oath  to  the  person  of  the  defendant;  a  person's  merely  Smith 
answering  to  the  name  of  Henderson  amounts  to  nothing,  Henderson. 
unless  it  be  shewn  that  he  is  William  Henderson  the  de- 
fendant. In  actions  on  bonds  and  profnissory  notes, 
it  is  not  enough  to  shew  that  they  bear  the  signature  of  a 
person  of  the  same  name,  but  the  plaintiff  must  iden- 
tify the  defendant  with  that  person.  Thus,  in  Whiiehcke 
v.  Musffrove  (a),  it  was  held,  that  in  an  action  upon  an  in- 
strument, the  subscribing  witness  to  which  is  dead  or  re- 
sides abroad,  it  is  necessary,  besides  proving  the  hand- 
writing of  the  subscribing  witness,  to  give  some  evidence 
of  the  identity  of  the  party  sued  with  the  party  who  ap- 
pears to  have  executed  the  instrument.  So  here,  there  ought 
to  have  been  something  besides  the  name  to  connect  the  de- 
fendant with  the  pilot.  IParke,  B . — Similarity  of  name  and 
residence,  or  similarity  of  name  and  trade,  will  do.  This  is 
an  action  against  William  Henderson,  who  is  a  pilot;  then 
a  man  gets  up  in  court,  who  is  a  pilot,  and  answers  to  the 
name  of  Henderson.]  The  answer  given  by  the  man  is 
not  upon  oath.  A  statement  or  admission  of  a  stranger 
cannot  be  used  to  affect  the  defendant.  K  at  the  time  he 
was  at  the  helm  he  had  been  asked  his  name,  and  he  had 
said  "  William  Henderson,^'  that  declaration  might  have 
been  admissible,  as  it  would  have  been  part  of  the  res  gestse. 
In  Middieton  v.  8andfard{b),  where  issue  was  joined  on  non 
est  fiictum,  it  was  held  that  some  evidence  must  be  given 
of  the  identity  of  the  party  executing  the  deed,  which  was 
not  to  be  presumed  from  its  having  been  executed  by  a 
person  in  his  name,  in  the  presence  of  the  attesting  wit- 
ness, who  was  unacquainted  with  him.  Dampier,  J.,  there 
held  that  some  evidence  of  identity  was  indispensably 

(a)  1  Cr.  &  M.  511.  (b)  4  Camp.  34. 
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BxehiofPUtu,  necessary;  and  he  said,  '^  Even  presuming  that  the  name 

'  V    of  the  person  who  executed  the  bond  was  Thomas  Sand- 

Smith       iorA.^  how  did  it  appear  that  this  was  the  Thomas  Sandford 

Hensersok.  sued  in  the  present  action  V*  So  here,  there  is  nothing  but 
the  similarity  of  name.  Again,  in  Parkins  y.  Hawkshaw  (a), 
it  was  held  hj*Holroyd^  J.,  that  on  non  est  factum  pleaded 
to  a  bond,  it  was  not  sufficient  to  prove  the  execution  by  a 
person  who  executed  in  the  name  of  the  defendant,  with- 
out proof  of  identity.  A  person's  appearing  in  court,  and 
bearing  the  name  of  Henderson,  and  sworn  to  be  the  pilot, 
was  not  enough;  his  identity  with  the  defendant  ought  to 
have  been  shewn.  Hennell  v.  Lyon  {b)  may  perhaps  be 
relied  upon  on  the  other  side,  but  that  case  is  distingnish- 
able,  because  there  the  identity  of  the  defendant  was  made 
out  by  character  and  description,  as  well  as  by  name. 

Martin,  in  support  of  the  rule,  was  stopped  by  the 
Court. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — ^It  appears  to  me  that  this  rule 
ought  to  be  made  absolute.  The  action  was  brought 
against  William  Henderson,  a  pilot,  and  a  person  in  court 
answers  to  the  name  of  Henderson,  and  is  proved  to  be  a 
pilot,  and  to  have  been  the  pilot  on  board  the  vessel  in  ques- 
tion. That  is  evidence  from  which  the  jury  might  assume 
him  to  be  the  defendant.  But  then  Mr.  Chambers  objects 
that  the  statement  is  not  made  upon  oath.  As  to  that, 
there  are  many  things  which  are  incapable  of  strict  legal 
proof.  A  man's  name  is  a  mere  matter  of  reputation;  that 
which  is  termed  in  Scotch  law  the  status  of  a  man,  is  matter 
of  reputation :  and  if  precise  evidence  of  the  relationship  of 
one  man  to  another,  or  other  matters  of  that  nature,  were 
always  required,  no  fact  of  that  kind  could  ever  be  proved 
in  practice.     Here,  there  was  evidence  of  the  identity 

(•)  2  Stark.  N.  P.  C.  289.  {b)  1  B.  &  Aid.  182. 
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of  the  defendant,  although  it  was  not  proved  directly  that  S*eh.o/PUa$, 
the  name  of  the  party  who  answered  in  court  was  "Wil-  '  ^ 

liam."    There  was  evidence  that  he  was  a  pilot ;  that  he        Smith 
was  the  pilot  on  board  the  vessel;  and  he  answered  to  the    Henderson, 
name  of  Henderson.    I  think  that  is  sufficient. 


Parks,  B. — ^I  think  there  was  some  evidence  of  iden- 
tity. The  defendant  is  sued  on  the  face  of  the  declaration 
as  William  Henderson,  a  pilot.  A  man  in  court  answers 
to  the  name  of  Henderson,  is  a  pilot,  and  was  proved  to 
be  the  pilot  acting  on  board  the  vessel.  He  therefore  ful- 
fils the  description  in  the  declaration  in  two  respects,  at 
least,  that  his  name  and  calling  resemble  those  of  the  al- 
leged defendant. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  If  the  very 
strict  proof  required  by  Mr.  Chambers  were  necessary,  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  to  try  any  cause  whatever. 

BoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 

Rule  absolute. 
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on  an 


Exch,  of  PUai, 
1842. 

April  29. 

Assumpsit  for 
goods  sold  and 
delivered.    It 
appeared  at  the 
trial  that  a 
broker,  em- 
ployed by  the 

piaintifib  to  sell   sittings  after  last  Michaelmas  Term,  it  appeared  that  the 

tallow,  sold  50    action  was  brought  for  the  price  of  50  casks  of  tallow,  al- 
to tbe  defend- 
ant, and  tbe 
remainder  to 
two  other  par- 
ties, to  be  de- 
livered some 
months  subse- 
quently to  the 
sale.     In  the 


Thornton  and  Ajiother  v.  Charles. 

Assumpsit  for  goods  sold  and  dehvered,  and 
account  stated. 

Plea,  non  assumpsit. 

At  the  trial  before  Lord  Abinffer,  C.  B.,  at  the  London 


leged  to  have  been  sold  and  delivered  by  the  plaintiffs  to 
the  defendant.    On  the  20th  of  February  1841,  the  plain- 
tiffs instructed  their  brokers,  Messrs.  Smith  &  Marshall, 
to  sell  for  them  200  casks  of  tallow,  to  be  delivered  be- 
tween the  1st  of  September  and  the  81st  of  December 
bought  note  he   following,  and  ou  the  same  day  received  from  the  brokers 
'^    *     *     a  sold  note,  in  the  following  terms : — *'  London,  20th  Feb. 
1841.— Sold  for  Messrs.  B.  &  R.  Thornton  &  West,  to  our 
principals,  200*  casks  of  St.Petersburgh  first  sort  of  yellow 
The  bought  note  was  in  the 


same 


transaction  as 
a  purchase  of 
50  casks  for 
''his  prin- 
cipals," i.  e. 
the  buyers;  and  Caudlo  talloW,''  &C. 

uasak  of  200*  tcrms,  cxccpt  that  it  stated  the  purchase  to  be  of  50  casks, 
hS^  ri^d  lis.     "  ^^^  ^™  principals."    The  entry  in  the  brokers'  book  was 

In  his  book  he 
stated  the  de- 
fendant as  the 
purchaser  of 
60  casks,  and 
the  two  other 
parties  as  pur- 
chasers of  the 
remainder. 
There  was  no 

disclosure  of  the  principals  on  either  side.  About  tbe  time  appointed  for  the  delivery,  the  broker 
urged  the  defendant  to  buy  100  other  casks  of  a  third  person,  and  on  the  latter  objecting  to  do  so, 
on  the  ground  that  the  50  casks  already  contracted  for  by  him  would  soon  be  delivered,  offered  to 
"  put  off"  those  casks.  The  50  casks  were  never  actually  delivered  to  the  defendant.  It  was  ob- 
jected, on  this  evidence,  that  the  plaintiff  ought  to  be  nonsuited,  on  two  grounds :  first,  that  inas- 
much as  there  was  a  variance  between  the  bouglit  and  sold  notes,  the  broker's  book  not  being  evi- 
dence of  the  contract,  there  was  no  valid  contract ;  secondly,  that  there  was  nothing  to  shew 
any  delivery  of  the  50  casks  to  the  defendant  The  learned  Judge  being  of  that  opinion,  oon- 
suited  the  plaintiffs : — Held,  that  the  nonsuit  was  wrong  on  the  second  ground,  it  being  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury,  whether  the  words  "  put  off"  meant  a  sale  of  the  goods  to  a  third  person  by 
the  broker  on  account  of  the  defendant,  or  a  postponement  of  the  delivery  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  the  plainti£&. 

Quart,  whether  the  memorandum  of  a  sale  in  the  broker's  book,  signnd  by  him,  is  admissi- 
ble as  evidence  of  the  contract,  to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  other 
written  contract,  or  where  the  bought  and  sold  notes  disagree. 


as  follows :— ''London,  20th  Feb.  1841.— Sold  for  Messrs. 
R.  Thornton  &  West,  (Messrs.  Paton&Charles,60;  Mr.  John 
Smith,  50;  Messrs.  Cattley  &  Stephenson,  100),  200  of  St. 
Petersburgh  first  sort  of  yellow  candle  tallow,'^  &c.  All 
the  above  documents  were  put  in  evidence  at  the  trial. 
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The  names  of  the  principals  on  either  side  were  not  dis-  Bsek.qf  Pleat, 

1842 
closed.    On  the  14th  September^  the  plaintiffs  delivered  to 

the  brokers^  in  fulfilment  of  their  contract,  75  casks  of  tal- 
low, and  on  the  23nd  of  the  same  month,  the  remaining 
125  casks.  On  the  14th  September,  the  broker  Marshall 
applied  to  the  defendant  to  buy  100  casks  of  tallow  from 
another  party,  and  on  the  defendant's  objecting,  on  the 
ground  that  the  50  casks  already  contracted  for  by  him 
would  be  delivered  between  September  and  December, 
stated  that  he  would  undertake  to  "  put  off''  the  50  casks. 
It  did  not  appear  clearly  whether  the  words  "  put  off'' 
meant  a  sale  of  the  50  casks  to  a  third  party  by  the  broker, 
on  account  of  the  defendant,  or  whether  it  meant  a  post- 
ponement of  the  delivery,  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
the  plaintiffs.  No  actual  delivery  of  the  50  casks  ever 
took  place.  At  the  trial,  it  was  objected  for  the  defend- 
ant that  the  plaintiffs  ought  to  be  nonsuited,  on  two 
grounds :  first,  that  there  being  a  varianga  between  the 
bought  and  sold  notes,  and  the  entry  in  the  broker's  book 
not  being  admissible,  no  valid  contract  had  been  proved ; 
and  secondly,  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  shew  the  d€» 
livery  of  the  50  casks  to  the  defendant.  The  learned  Judge 
being  of  that  opinion,  nonsuited  the  plaintiffs,  giving  them 
leave  to  move  to  enter  a  verdict,  if  the  Court  should  be  of 
a  contrary  opinion. 

K  V.  Richards,  in  Hilary  Term  last,  obtained  a  rule 
accordingly,  or  for  a  new  trial. 

Crowder  and  C.  A.  ffhodnow  shewed  cause. — ^First,  there 
was  no  legal  contract  entered  into  with  the  plaintiffs,  inas- 
much as  there  was  a  variance  between  the  bought  and  sold 
notes  with  respect  to  the  number  of  the  casks.  The  bought 
and  sold  notes  are  the  only  legal  evidence  of  the  contract: 
TTiamton  v.  Kemp$ter  (a).  It  is  clear,  from  Hawea  v.  For^ 
ster  {b),  that  the  bought  and  sold  notes  constitute  the  con- 

(a)  5  Taunt.  786.  (b)  1  M.  &  Rob.  368. 

▼OL.  IZ.  H  H  H  U.  W. 
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s»ck,qfPieai,  tract^  and  therefore  the  broker's  book  is  not  admissible  to 
'  prove  it.  [Parke,  B. — ^I  always  thought  it  was,  because  the 
broker  is  the  agent  of  both  parties;  he  is  sworn  to  do  his  duty^ 
and  boond  by  his  bond  to  enter  the  terms  properly.  May  not 
the  entry  in  his  book,  therefore,  be  evidence  of  the  contract 
between  the  parties?]  In  Thornton  v.  Meux  (a),  Abbott,  C.  J., 
says,  "  I  used  to  think,  at  one  time,  that  the  broker's  book 
was  the  proper  evidence  of  the  contract;  but  I  afterwards 
changed  my  opinion,  and  held,  conformably  to  the  opinion 
of  the  rest  of  the  Court,  that  the  copies  delivered  to  the 
parties  were  evidence  of  the  contract  they  entered  into, 
still  feeling  it  to  be  a  duty  in  the  broker  to  take  care  that 
the  copies  should  correspond.''  And  in  Howes  v.  Forster  it 
was  held,  that  where  a  contract  is  made  through  a  broker, 
the  bought  and  sold  notes  delivered  to  the  parties  consti- 
tute the  contract;  not  the  entry  made  by  the  broker  in 
his  book.  That  case,  it  is  submitted,  settled  the  law  on  this 
subject.  IParke,  B. — This  is  not  a  case  like  Howes  y.  Far^ 
ster ;  here  the  bought  and  sold  notes  do  not  agree,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  contract  on  the  face  of  them.  The 
case  oi  Howes  v.  Forster  is  not  an  authority  against  the  re- 
ception of  such  evidence ;  it  only  shews,  that  although  there 
be  a  contract  in  the  broker's  book,  the  parties  may  by 
their  own  act  constitute  the  bought  and  sold  notes  the  con- 
tract. The  difficulty  with  me  is,  why  is  a  broker  called 
upon  to  sign  his  books,  and  obliged  by  his  bond  to  do  so, 
if  they  are  not  to  have  a  binding  effect?]  In  Thornton  v. 
Meux,  the  notes  did  not  agree :  so  ako  in  TTunrUon  v. 
Kempster.  Secondly,  tiiere  has  been  no  delivery  of  the  60 
casks.  There  was  no  contract  between  these  plaintiffs  and 
this  defendant  at  all, — ^neither  a  sale  nor  delivery ;  but  as- 
suming that  there  was  a  contract,  there  was,  at  all  events, 
nothing  like  a  delivery.  What  took  place  between  the  de- 
fendant and  the  broker  was  nothing  but  a  postponement 
of  the  delivery  to  a  future  period. 

(a)  Moo.  &  Malk.  44. 
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R.  V.  Bichards  Kni  Martin,  contra. — The  real  contract  Exeh.fff  pimm, 
between  the  parties  is  that  which  takes  place  verbally ;  but  ' 

the  statute  requires  that  the  contract  should  be  in  writing, 
and  if  any  memorandum  of  that  contract  is  in  writing,  it  is 
sufficient.  The  bought  and  sold  notes  may  constitute  such 
memorandum ;  but  if  there  be  none,  or  none  which  are 
valid,  then  the  contract  in  the  broker's  book  is  the  real  evi- 
dence of  the  contract ;  that  being  an  entry  signed  by  an 
agent  for  both  parties,  lawfully  authorized  so  to  do.  What 
was  said  by  Abbott,  C.  J.,  in  Thornton  v.  Meux,  has  been 
misunderstood.  In  Heyman  v.  Neale  (a).  Lord  EUenborough 
says,  '^  After  the  broker  has  entered  the  contract  in  his 
book,  I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  party  can  recede  firom 
it  The  bo^bt  and  sold  note  is  not  sent  on  approbation, 
nor  does  it  constitute  the  contract.  The  entry  made  and 
signed  by  the  broker,  who  is  the  agent  of  both  parties,  is 
alone  the  binding  contract.  What  is  called  the  bought  and 
sold  note  is  only  a  copy  of  the  other,  which  would  be  valid 
and  binding,  although  no  bought  or  sold  note  was  ever  sent 
to  the  vendor  or  purchaser.'^  [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B.  —That 
was  a  case  where  the  bought  and  sold  notes  agreed ;  but 
I  have  this  experience,  that  when  they  differed.  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  nonsuited  the  plaintiff.  If  the  notes  differ,  it  shews 
there  is  no  contract  at  all.  Parke,  B. — Goom  v»  Aflalo  {b) 
was  the  first  case  in  which  it  was  held  that  the  bought  and 
sold  notes  were  sufficient  evidence  of  the  contract.]  In 
Grant  v.  Fletcher  {c),  the  broker's  note  was  held  not  to  be 
binding,  because  it  was  not  signed ;  but  there  Abbott,  C.  J., 
says,  "  The  broker  is  the  agent  of  both  parties,  and,  as 
such,  may  bind  them,  by  signing  the  same  contract  on  be- 
half of  buyer  and  seller.  But  if  he  does  not  sign  the  same 
contract  for  both  parties,  neither  will  be  bound.  The  en- 
try in  the  broker's  book  is,  properly  speaking,  the  original, 
and  ought  to  be  signed  by  him.    The  bought  and  sold 

(a)  2  Camp.  337.  (c)  5  B.  &  C.  436  ;  8  D.  &  R. 

(6)  6B.&C.117;9D.&R.148.     50. 
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Exch.  if  Pleat,  notes  delivered  to  the  parties  ought  to  be  copies  of  it.      A. 
'   ^    valid  contract  may  probably  be  made,  by  perfect  notes 
Thornton     signed  by  the  broker,  and  delivered  to  the  parties,  althoug^li 
Charles,      the  book  be  not  signed;  but  if  the  notes  are  imperfect^  as 
in  the  present  case,  an  unsigned  entry  in  the  book  will  not 
supply  the  defect/^    Does  it  not  follow  from  what  he  there 
says,  that  if  the  book  had  been  signed,  it  would  have  been 
in  his  opinion  sufficient?   It  does  not  appear  from  the  report 
of  Thornton  v.  Meux,  whether  the  broker's  entry  in  that  case 
was  signed  or  not.    In  Goom  v.  AflalOy  Abbott^  C.  J.,  says — 
'^  The  entry  in  the  book  has  been  called  the  original,  and  the 
notes  copies,  but  there  is  not  any  actual  decision  that  a  valid 
contract  would  not  be  made  by  notes  duly  signed,if  the  entry 
in  the  book  be  unriffned.^'    That  case  does  not  decide  that  if 
the  book  were  signed  it  would  not  be  good  evidence  of  the 
contract,  but  rather  the  contrary.    In  Henderson  v.  Bame- 
wall  {a),  Htdhck,  B.,  says — ''  Bought  and  sale  notes  are  not 
essential  to  the  validity  of  the  contract ;  the  entry  signed  by 
the  broker  is  alone  the  binding  contract,  said  Lord  Ellen- 
borough,  in  the  case  of  Heyman  v.  Neaie,  which  doctrine  is 
confirmed  by  the  decision  in  Grant  v.  Fletcher.'* 

Secondly,  the  plaintiBPs  ought  not  to  have  been  nonsuited, 
for  it  was  a  question  for  the  jury  whether  the  &cts  proved  did 
not  amount  to  a  delivery  to  the  defendant.  The  agreement 
that  the  broker  should  '^  put  off''  the  goods,  was  an  agree- 
ment that  he  should  receive  them  for  the  defendant,  and 
sell  them  to  a  third  party  on  his  behalf;  it  meant,  not  that 
he  should  postpone  the  delivery,  but  that  he  should  dispose 
of  the  goods.  If  that  was  the  true  construction  of  the 
transaction,  then  the  delivery  of  the  goods  by  the  plain- 
tiffs to  the  broker  was  a  delivery  on  behalf  of  the  defend- 
ant. Here  the  principals  being  unknown,  the  plaintiffs 
had  no  other  means  of  delivering  the  goods  to  the  defend- 
ant than  through  the  medium  of  the  broker;  and  the  effect 

(a)  1  Y.&J.387. 
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of  the  transaction  was  the  same  as  if  the  tallow  had  ac-  B*^.cf  pieasf 
tually  been  delivered  to  and  received  by  the  defendant. 

Lord  Abingeb,  C.  B. — As  there  appears  to  be  some 
doubt  about  the  meaning  of  the  term  ''  put  off/'  although 
I  thought  all  parties  understood  it  in  the  same  sense 
at  the  trial,  and  as  some  questions  may  arise  respecting 
liie  arrangement  between  the  broker  and  the  defendant, 
the  rule  for  a  new  trial  had  better  be  made  absolute, 

Parke,  B. — It  appears  to  me  that,  after  all,  this  is  a 
question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by  the  juiy.  Whether 
enough  has  been  done  to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  is 
a  point  that  we  need  not  discuss  at  present.  But  I  ap- 
prehend it  has  never  been  decided,  that  the  note  entered 
by  the  broker  in  his  book,  and  signed  by  him,  would  not 
be  good  evidence  of  the  contract  so  as  to  satisfy  the  Sta- 
tute of  Frauds,  there  being  no  other.  The  case  of  Hawes 
v.  Forster  underwent  much  discussion  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  when  I  was  a  member  of  that  Court,  and 
there  was  some  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  Judges ; 
but  ultimately  it  went  down  to  a  new  trial,  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  there  was  any  usage  or  custom  of  trade 
which  makes  the  broker's  note  evidence  of  the  contract. 
In  that  case  there  was  a  signed  entry  in  the  book,  which 
incorporated  the  terms  of  making  the  contract  void  in  the 
event  of  the  non-arrival  of  the  goods  within  a  certain  time. 
The  bought  and  sold  notes,  which  were  delivered  to  the 
parties,  omitted  that  clause.  Certainly  it  was  the  impres- 
sion of  part  of  the  Court,  that  the  contract  entered  in  the 
book  was  the  original  contract,  and  that  the  bought  and 
sold  notes  did  not  constitute  the  contract.  The  jury  found 
that  the  bought  and  sold  notes  were  evidence  of  the  con- 
tract, but  on  the  ground  that  those  documents,  having  been 
delivered  to  each  of  the  parties  after  signing  the  entry  in 
the  book,  constituted  evidence  of  a  new  contract  made  be- 
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^^\m2^'°^  tween  the  parties,  on  the  footing  of  those  notes.     That 
case  may  he  perfectly  correct ;  hut  it  does  not  decide^  that 
if  the  bought  and  sold  notes  disagree,  or  there  he  a  me- 
morandum in  the  hook  made  according  to  the  intentiozx 
of  the  parties,  that  memorandum,  signed  hy  the  broker, 
would  not  be  good  evidence  to  satisfy  the  Statute   of 
Frauds.     However,  it  is  not  necessary  to  pronounce  a  de* 
cided  opinion  on  that  part  of  the  case,  because  I  thinks  if 
there  has  been  a  delivery,  it  is  clear  it  was  a  delivery  ia 
pursuance  of  the  contract  of  the  broker,  and  then  it  would 
bind  the  parties  within  the  statute.   Then  comes  the  ques- 
tion, whether  there  was  a  delivery  or  not  ?    That  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  pure  question  of  fact,  to  be  decided  by  the 
jury,  and  it  turns  upon  the  meaning  of  the  arrangement 
made  between  the  broker  and  the  defendant,  as  to  putting 
off  the  tallow.     K  the  meaning  of  the  term  *'  put  off'*  be, 
that  it  was  to  be  put  off  on  the  defendants  account,  that 
is,  that  a  new  customer  was  to  be  obtained,  then  the  mo- 
ment the  tallow  was  received  by  the  broker,  it  was  received 
by  him  as  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  and  the  defendant 
was  liable  on  the  contract  as  for  goods  sold  and  delivered. 
But  if  it  merely  means  that  the  broker  was  to  postpone 
the  delivery,  then  there  would  be  this  further  question, 
whether  it  means  that  he  should  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  unknown  principal  to  postpone  it,  and  not  consider  it 
as  a  delivery;  and  if  that  be  sO,  then  the  plaintiffs  must 
fail,  because  there  has  been  no  delivery.    If  it  means,  that 
the  broker,  without  consulting  his  principal,  although  the 
broker  had  received  the  goods  to  deliver  to  the  defendant, 
was  to  postpone  them  contrary  to  his  duty  to  his  principal, 
I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  that  would 
amount  to  a  dealing  with  the  goods  so  as  to  make  it  a  de- 
livery, and  render  the  defendant  liable  for  them  as  goods 
sold  and  delivered.    All  these  are  questions  of  fact,  which, 
from  a  misunderstanding  at  the  trial,  appear  not  to  have 
been  submitted  to  the  jury.    The  case  is  one  of  consider- 
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able  importance  to  the  parties,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  *«*•  •/  Pfe«*# 
right  that  the  matter  should  undergo  further  inyestiga-  - 

tion,  when  those  points  will  be  presented  for  the  consi-     thoiktow 
deration  of  the  jury;  for,  after  all,  this  is  a  pure  question     Charles. 
of  fact. 

Alderson,  B. — ^I  also  think  there  ought  to  be  a  new  trial. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  question  of  fact ;  but,  as  at 
present  advised,  I  do  not  entertain  much  doubt  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words  ''  put  off/'  Another  point  which 
presses  on  my  mind  is,  whether  an  arrangement  to  post- 
pone the  delivery  of  the  goods,  without  consulting  the  in- 
terest of  the  plaintiffs,  can  be  considered  a  deliveiy  to  the 
defendant.    On  that  point  I  entertain  great  doubt. 

BoLVB,  B. — I  concur  in  thinking  there  ought  to  be  a  new 
trial.  I  must  confess,  if  I  were  a  juryman,  I  should  have 
little  doubt  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  term  ''  put  off/' 
Judging  firom  the  context,  the  meaning  appears  to  be,  that 
the  delivery  firom  Thornton  should  be  postponed.  At  the 
same  time,  I  think  it  is  a  question  of  fact,  and  there- 
fore there  cannot  properly  be  a  nonsuit  I  inferred  firom 
the  notes  of  the  trial,  that  all  the  parties  proceeded  on  the 
ground  of  this  being  the  true  construction  of  it,  but  that 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case,  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, there  should  be  a  new  trial. 

Lord  Abinoer,  C.B. — I  have  purposely  avoided  giving 
any  opinion  about  the  question  of  the  bought  and  sold 
notes,  but  I  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  I  adhere  to 
the  opinion  given  by  me,  that  when  the  bought  and  sold 
notes  differ  materially  from  each  other,  there  is  no  con- 
tract, unless  it  be  shewn  that  the  broker's  book  was  known 
to  the  parties.  With  respect  to  the  other  point,  I  did  not 
imagine  that  any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  witness's  expla- 
nation of  the  phrase  ''  put  off,"  after  I  had  pointed  out  to 
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^xcA.  of  Pfeas,  him  the  distinction  between  the  delivery  of  the  goods  by 
the  broker^  or  the  holding  of  them  by  him  as  the  ageixt.  o£ 
the  defendant,  and  the  undertaking  not  to  deliver  them,  ^o 
the  defendant.    I  thought  nobody  doubted  that  the  ^vrit- 
ness's  explanation  was  that  which  I  put  upon  it,  namely;, 
that  the  broker  undertook  not  to  deliver  the  goods.       X 
thought  that  as  he  was  the  agent  to  deliver,  and  was  deal- 
ing with  unknown  principals  on  both  sides,  he  had    a 
discretion  as  to  when  or  whether  he  would  deliver  the 
goods;  that  if  he  delivered  them  to  other  persons,  ex- 
pecting to  get  the  price  for  them,  then  he  complied  with 
the  undertaking  not  to  deliver  them  to  the  defendant. 
I  thought  the  point  intended  to  be  raised  was,  whether, 
when  he,  being  the  middleman,  and  the  agent  of  both 
parties,  received  the  whole  of  the  200  casks,  which  in- 
cluded the  50  bought  by  the  defendant,  his  mere  reception 
of  them  was  the  reception  of  the  defendant.    I  think  that 
the  delivery  of  the  bill  of  parcels  was  a  delivery  to  him  as 
agent  of  the  plaintiffs,  which  he  might  deliver  to  the  buyer. 
The  rule  for  a  new  trial  will  however  be  made  absolute. 


Bule  absolute. 


Mayl. 

Ad  action  of 
EMumpsit  or 
debt  may  be 
maintained 
against  a  de- 
fendant resident 
in  this  country, 
for  costs  award- 
ed against  him, 
after  appear- 
ance, by  a  de- 
creet of  the 
Court  of  Session 
in  Scotland,  in 
a  suit  for  a 
divorce. 


Russell  and  Wife  t^.  Smyth. 

Assumpsit  to  recover  the  sum  of  98/.  5*.  8rf.,  for  costs 
due  to  the  plaintiffs  by  virtue  of  a  decreet  made  by  the 
Lords  of  Council  and  Session  in  Edinburgh,  whereby  they 
divorced  the  plaintiff,  EliKabeth,  from  the  defendant,  and 
found  the  defendant  liable  to  the  said  Elizabeth  in  the 
costs  and  expenses.  The  defendant  pleaded,  first,  non  as- 
sumpsit ;  secondly,  that  the  defendant  was  not  in  Scotland 
at  the  time  of  the  summons  and  action  or  proceedings,  or 
at  the  time  of  pronouncing  the  decreet,  within  the  jurisdic- 
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tion  of  the  said  Court ;  that  he  had  not  been  summoned  to  Exeh.  of  Pleas, 
appear^  and  had  not  any  heritable  property  in  Scotland. 
This  plea  was  struck  out^  on  the  understanding  that  the 
defendant  should  be  at  liberty  to  give  the  facts  stated 
therein  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue.  The  cause 
came  on  for  trial  at  the  Liverpool  Summer  Assizes,  1840, 
before  Ro^e,  B.,  when  a  verdict  was  found  for  the  plain- 
tiffs, damages  93/.  5«.  Sd.,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  on  the  following  case: — Examined  copies  of  the 
summons,  proceedings,  and  decreet,  in  an  action  of  divorce 
in  the  Scotch  courts,  prosecuted  by  the  female  plaintiff,  by 
her  then  name  of  E.  N.,  against  William  Gray  Smith,  or 
Smyth,  were  proved  at  the  trial,  and  copies  thereof  are 
contained  in  the  appendix  to  this  case,  and  may  be  referred 
to  by  either  party  as  part  thereof. 

At  the  trial,  the  plaintiffs  proved,  by  the  evidence  of  an 
advocate  at  the  Scotch  bar,  that  the  practice  of  the  Scotch 
courts  as  to  entering  appearances  is  as  follows :  The  process 
being  in  the  custody  of  the  derk  of  the  court,  the  procurator 
or  agent  of  the  defendant  appHes  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  in 
the  name  of  an  advocate,  to  borrow  the  process  out  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  it  to  the  advocate's  chambers,  to  examine 
it  on  the  part  of  the  defender,  in  order  to  see  whether  any 
defence  can  be  made.  The  clerk  on  this  sends  the  process 
to  the  party  so  applying,  and  at  the  time  of  so  doing, 
makes  a  marking  in  the  margin  according  to  the  following 
form,  ''  alt.  Thomson,  to  see,''  which  he  signs  by  his,  the 
clerk's,  initials,  Bobt.  Welsh.  It  appears  by  the  appendix, 
that  the  examined  copy  of  the  summons  proved  in  the  evi- 
dence was  so  marked,  and  the  witness  explained  the  mean- 
ing of  such  marking  to  be,  that  Bobert  Welsh,  as  agent  of 
the  other  side  or  defender,  had,  in  the  name  of  Thomson, 
an  advocate,  obtained  the  process,  to  see  it  on  behalf  of 
the  defender.  The  word  ''act."  immediately  preceding,  in 
the  margin,  means  actor  (the  pursuer),  and  "  alt."  means 
olter,  i.  e.,  the  party  who  is  to  appear  on  the  other  side. 
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Bxeh.  «f  PkoMt  The  agent  then  takes  the  process  to  the  advocate's  cham* 
1842. 

-     bers^  to  consult  whether  it  is  a  case  to  be  defended  or  x^ot;. 

RussBLi.      This  is  a  regular  method  of  entering  appearances  accord* 
Smyti!.        ing  to  the  practice  of  the  Scotch  courts.    It  would  no^ 
be  consistent  with  the  duty  of  tlie  derk  of  the  court   to 
make  such  a  marking  on  the  margin^  unless  Welsh  had  in 
fact  applied  as  agent  of  the  defender^  and  unless  in  pursix- 
ance  of  such  application  the  clerk  in  court  had  in  fact  lent 
him  the  process,  in  order  to  its  being  taken  to  Thomson  as 
the  advocate,  to  consider;  and  if  by  any  mistake  an  erro- 
neous marking  were  made,  it  would  be  the  duly  of  the 
clerk  in  court  to  amend  it ;  and  such  marking,  according^ 
to  the  practice  of  the  Scotch  courts,  shews  that  an  appear- 
ance has  been  entered.    If  the  advocate  does  not  think  it 
a  case  in  which  a  defence  should  be  made,  the  case  is  not 
defended,  and  the  process  is  returned  to  the  clerk.    The 
inquiry  then  proceeds,  not  in  respect  to  the  defendant's 
absence,  but  in  respect  that  no  defences  are  given  in.    The 
marking  on  the  margin  of  the  said  proceedings  in  the 
Scotch  court  at  the  suit  of  Elizabeth  Smith  against  Wil* 
liam  Gray  Smith,  indicates  that  an  appearance  was  entered 
for  the  defender,  but  that  no  defence  was  made  in  the 
above  action,  and  the  proofs  were  taken  and  lent,  and  the 
decreet  in  question  made,  as  in  a  case  in  which  there  were 
no  defences,  and  not  in  absence  or  for  want  of  appearance; 
and  the  said  proceedings  and  decreet  produced  appeared 
to  be  perfectly  regular  according  to  the  Scotch  law.    The 
same  witness  (the  Scotch  advocate)  proved  that  there  is  no 
rule  of  Court  which  would  prevent  an  advocate  who  hap- 
pened to  know  that  proceedings  had  been  instituted  against 
a  friend  absent  from  the  kingdom,  from  applying  to  the 
clerk  in  court  to  see  the  summons,  even  though  he  (the 
advocate)  had  no  authority  to  appear  for  the  absent  party; 
but  the  clerk  in  court  would  not  be  warranted  in  lending 
the  summons  for  any  purpose  except  that  of  enabling  the 
party  applying  for  it  to  appear  in  regular  form;  and  if. 
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after  it  is  retamed^  the  clerk  should  discover  that  it  had  Exek.  of  PUa», 
been  obtained  not  in  the  ordinary  course^  it  wonld  be  his  ^  ^  '  ^ 
duty  to  make  an  entry  in  the  margin  accordingly,  so  as  to  Russell 
correct  the  mistake.  No  proof  was  given  to  shew  that  the  suyth. 
person  who  lent  the  process,  and  made  the  marking,  was 
a  clerk  authorized  to  enter  appearances;  or  that  either 
Thomson  or  Welsh  had  any  authority  from  William  Gray 
Smith  or  Smyth  to  appear  for  him;  but  it  was  proved  that 
there  was,  at  the  time  of  the  proceedings  in  question,  a 
writer  to  the  signet  of  the  name  of  Welsh.  It  was  proved 
by  the  same  Scotch  advocate,  that  by  the  Scotch  law  a  wife 
may  institute  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Session,  called  a 
summons  and  action  of  divorce,  against  her  husband,  to 
obtain  a  divorce,  and,  on  proof  of  his  adultery,  may  obtain 
a  divorce  a  vinculo  matrimonii  from  her  husband,  and  may 
lawfully  many  again;  that  if  the  husband  be  a  Scotchman, 
and  have  left  the  realm  of  Scotland,  the  wife  may  lawfully 
institute  such  proceedings  in  the  absence  of  the  husband, 
although  the  husband  be  not  personally  served  with  notice 
of  such  proceedings,  and  have  no  property  within  the  realm 
of  Scotland;  and  the  wife  may  in  such  case  proceed,  and  on 
competent  proof  of  the  husband's  adultery,  obtain  a  divorce 
from  her  husband,  in  the  absence  of  the  said  husband; 
but  the  husband  may,  if  he  so  please,  appear  by  his  procu- 
rator in  the  manner  before  stated,  and  may,  if  he  so  please, 
defend  the  action  by  his  procurator,  though  personally 
absent. 

It  was  proved  at  the  trial  that  the  plaintiff,  Elizabeth 
Russell,  was  formerly  the  wife  of  William  Gray  Smyth, 
the  defender  in  the  said  action  of  divorce,  and  it  was 
also  proved  that  he  had  lived  at  Dumfries,  where  his  pa- 
rents and  the  family  resided,  that  he  was  a  medical  man, 
and  reputed  to  have  obtained  his  diploma  as  a  surgeon, 
but  that  he  never  practised  his  profession  at  Dumfries,  and 
that  he  is  now  about  thirty-six  years  of  age.  The  plaintiffs, 
in  order  to  identify  him  with  the  defendant  in  this  action. 
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Rrch.  of  Pieoi,  called  Henry  Jenneret,  the  clerk  to  the  defendant's  attor- 

,. ^^    ney,  and  proved  by  him  that  he  had  known  William  Grajr 

Russell  Smyth,  the  defendant  in  the  present  action,  three  or  foixr 
Smyth.  years  in  London;  that  the  witness  did  not  know  of  his  oirzx 
knowledge  that  the  now  defendant  was  a  Scotchman,  nor 
had  he  heard  it  from  him,  but  that  the  defendant  had  told 
him  that  he  had  been  in  Scotland,  and  had  lived  at  Dum- 
fries ;  that  the  defendant  is  now  a  medical  man,  apparently 
forty  years  of  age. 

The  questions  for  the  opinion  of  the  Court  are — ^first^ 
whether  the  present  action  is  maintainable  against  the 
defendant  on  the  said  decreet ;  and  secondly,  whether  there 
was  evidence  from  which  the  jury  ought  to  have  inferred 
that  the  defendant  in  this  action  is  the  same  person  as 
the  defender  in  the  action  in  the  Court  of  Session ;  the 
Court  to  be  at  liberty  to  draw  any  inference  which  a  jury 
might  have  drawn.  If  the  Court  are  of  opinion  in  the 
affirmative,  the  verdict  is  to  stand,  otherwise  a  nonsuit  is 
to  be  entered. 

The  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Session 
contained  the  summons,  with  the  above  marginal  mark- 
ing; the  return  of  the  summoning  officer,  that  he  had 
summoned  the  defendant;  the  appointment  to  the  pur- 
suer of  fourteen  days  to  appear  and  remit  her  oath  of 
calumny;  her  appearance  and  deposition;  the  allowance 
of  proof  to  the  pursuer ;  a  petition  by  the  pursuer  for  a 
commission  to  examine  a  witness,  ''alt.  not  compear- 
ing or  objecting;^'  the  grant  of  the  commission;  the 
appointment  for  the  proof  to  proceed ;  the  following 
entry: — 

''  9th  March,  1833. 
''  Lo.  Mackenzie.     Act.  Pyper.     Alt.  absent.     Advi- 
sandum.     With  the  proof  adduced,  and  whole  process. 

"J.H.Mackenzie." 
"  And  lastly,  the  judgment  finding  the  defendant  guilty 
of  adultery,  and  liable  to  the  pursuer  in  expenses." 
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Cranston  for  the  plaintiflfs. — ^An  action  is  maintainable  E^eh.  of  pua§, 
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in  the  Courts  of  this  country,  for  costs  awarded  by  a 
Scotch  Court.  It  appears,  in  this  case,  that  a  regular  Ru88«ll 
appearance  was  entered  on  the  roll,  and  that  no  defences  Smyth. 
were  made  to  the  suit.  The  defendant  appears  to  have 
allowed  a  judgment  similar  to  that  of  nil  dicit  to  be 
signed  against  him.  It  is  suggested  in  the  case  that  there 
might  have  been  some  deception,  but  credence  must  be 
given  to  the  judgment-roll  in  this  respect,  there  being  no- 
thing on  the  face  of  it,  or  anything  stated  in  the  case,  to 
shew  that  it  was  not  regular.  The  proceedings  were 
therefore  valid.  In  Cowan  v.  Braidwood  (a),  all  these  ques^ 
tions  were  very  much  discussed,  and  there  it  was  held  that 
it  must  be  shewn  that  there  was  something  wrong  in  the 
mode  of  proceeding.  Mtttde,  J.,  there  says, — '^  The  Courts 
of  Westminster,  in  sustaining  decrees  of  foreign  courts 
against  absent  persons,  have  decided  that,  in  their  judg- 
ment, a  decree  may  not  be  contrary  to  natural  justice,  al- 
though made  against  a  party  who  is  absent,  for  absence 
alone  is  not  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  proceedings. — He 
also  referred  to  Douglas  v.  Forrest  {b),  and  Becquet  v. 
McCarthy  (c)." — Secondly,  it  was  thrown  out  on  the  trial, 
that  an  action  could  not  lie  on  a  decreet  of  this  kind,  and 
Carpenter  v.  Thornton  (d)  will  be  relied  upon.  It  was 
there  held,  that  an  action  at  law  is  not  maintainable  upon 
a  decree  of  a  court  of  equity  for  a  specific  sum  of  money, 
founded  on  equitable  considerations  only :  but  the  argu- 
ment to  be  deduced  from  that  case  is  answered  by  that  of 
Henley  v.  Sqper  {e) .  It  was  there  held,  that  debt  lies  on  the 
decree  of  a  colonial  Court,  made  for  payment  of  a  balance 
due  on  a  partnership  account.  And  Lord  Tenterden  says, — 
''There  is  a  great  difference  between  a  decree  of  a  colonial 
court,  and  of  a  court  of  equity  in  this  country.  The  colonial 

(a)  1  Man.  &  Gr.  882;  2  Scott,         (e)  2  B.  &  Adol.  951. 
N.  R.  138.  (d)  3  B.  &  Aid.  52. 

{b)  4  Bing.  686  ;  1  M.  &  P.  (e)  8  B.  &  Cr.  16;  2Man.  &  R. 

663.  153. 


1842. 


816  CASES   IN   THE    EXCHEQUER^ 

Bxek,  of  PUat,  cofoit  cannot  enforce  its  decrees  here — ^a  court  of  equity  in 
this  country  may;  and  therefore^  in  the  latter  case,  there 
is  no  occasion  for  the  interference  of  a  court  of  law ;  in  Hie 
former  there  is,  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice.''  Thirdly^ 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  present 
defendant,  and  of  the  party  named  in  the  proceedings  in 
the  Court  of  Session.  There  is  not  only  the  double  name, 
but  the  profession,  and  the  place  of  residence. — On  this 
point  he  cited  Simpson  v.  Dismore  (a). 

JF,  H,  Watson f  contra. — ^This  Court  will  not  give  effect  to 
this  decreet,  on  the  ground  that  all  the  proceedings  took 
place  in  the  absence  of  the  defendant, — ^as  appears  from  the 
entries,  ''alt.  not  compearing  or  objecting/'  ''alt.  absent;" 
— and  are,  therefore,  contrary  to  natural  justice.  It  might 
be  different  if  it  had  appeared  that  the  defendant  had  pro- 
perty in  Scotland,  or  resided  there,  so  as  to  be  within  its 
jurisdiction.  It  is  clear,  according  to  a  variety  of  autho- 
rities, that  the  Courts  of  this  country  will  not  give  effect 
to  judgments  obtained  in  the  absence  of  the  party  : 
ObuAni  v.  BUgh  (i) ;  Houlditch  v.  Marquis  of  Donegal  (c) ; 
Buchanan  v.  Bucket  {d) ;  Ferguson  v.  Mahon  (e) ;  Smith  v. 
Nicholls  (/).  The  case  of  Douglas  v.  Forrest  is  distinguish- 
able, for  that  case  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  the  defendant 
being  a  Scotchman  born,  having  heritable  property  in  Scot- 
land. Here  it  appears,  very  indistinctly  indeed,  that  the 
defendant  was  a  Scotchman  bom,  but  he  has  no  domicile 
or  property  there.  Cowan  v.  Braidwood  does  not  affect  this 
ai^ument  at  all,  because  in  that  case  it  did  not  appear  on  the 
plea  that  the  defendant  was  not  accessible  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court;  he  might  have  been  a  Scotchman  bom,  and 
possessed  of  heritable  property  in  that  country.  Secondly, 
no  action  can  be  maintained  in  this  country  for  costs  awarded 

(a)  Ant^,  47.  (d)  lCamp.63;  S.C.9Ea8t,192. 

(6)  BBing.  335;lM.&Soott,  (e)  11  Ad.  &  Ell.  179;  3  P.  &D. 

477.  143. 

(c)  8  BMgh,  N.  S.  301.  (/)  5Buig.N.C.208;  7Scott,l47. 
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by  a  foreign  Court.    Costo  are  accessary  to  a  judgment^  Bxek.  of  PUa», 
and  although  an  action  might  be  brought  for  them  in  Scot-  '    ^ 

land^  it  does  not  follow  that  it  can  be  maintained  in  this  Russbll 
conntry.  Costs  are  awarded  against  a  party  by  way  of  smttb. 
punishment^  for  having  made  a  false  charge;  and  there  is 
no  implied  promise  that  a  party  residing  in  England  will 
pay  such  as  have  been  awarded  by  a  foreign  Court. — He 
also  contended  that  the  suit  being  for  a  divorce,  which  was 
matter  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance,  this  Court  could  not  en- 
tertain it;  and  that,  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings,  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  valid  judgment  of  divorce.  As  to 
these  points,  he  cited  Carpenter  v.  Thornton^  Henley  y. 
Scper,  Sadler  v.  Robins  (a),  11  Geo.  4  &  1  Will.  4,  c.  69, 
s.  81,  Warrender  v.  Warrender  {b),  Coot  v.  Lynch  {c),  Bac. 
Abr.  "  Prohibition,''  (L.)  5,  Fitz.  N.  B.  62,  Emerson  v. 
Lashky  (rf).  Fry  v.  Malcolm  {e). 

Orompionf  in  reply,  was  stopped  by  the  Court, 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  cannot  assent  to  the  argument 
of  Mr.  Watson,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction, and  that  therefore  we  are  precluded  from  enter- 
taining it.  The  question  arises  in  Scotland,  and  the  de- 
cree of  the  Court  of  Session  creates  a  duty  in  the  party  to 
pay  a  debt,  and  does  not  give  rise  to  the  question  of  juris- 
diction. It  is  plain  that  this  is  not  a  decree  of  an  eccle- 
siastical Court,  but  of  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction 
awarding  costs,  and  not  having  the  power  by  its  own  pro- 
cess of  enforcing  the  payment  of  them  in  this  country. 
An  action  of  assumpsit,  or  debt,  therefore,  lies  for  the  re- 
covery of  them.  I  think  we  must  assume  the  process  and 
decree  to  have  been  perfectly  regular ;  the  examiuation  of 
the  advocate  shews  them  to  be  so,  and  the  decree  is  made, 
not  against  a  party  who  does  not  appear,  but  against  one 

(a)  1  Campb.  253.  {d)  2  H.  Bl.  248. 

(6)  9  Bligh,  89.  le)  4  Taunt.  705. 

(c)  5  Mod.  421. 
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Exek.  0/  PUoi,  who  does  appear,  and  afterwards  abandons  his  defence. 
1842 

The  defendant  might  have  offered  some  defence^  but  lie 

quits  Scothind,  so  that  the  plaintiffs  had  no  remedy  against 
him  in  that  country.    The  action  may  be  sustained  on  tlie 
ground  of  morality  and  justice.    The  maxim  of  the  En- 
glish law  is  to  amplify  its  remedies,  and,  without  usurping 
jurisdiction,  to  apply  its  rules  to  the  advancement  of  sub- 
stantial justice.    Foreign  judgments  are  enforced  in  these 
Courts,  because  the  parties  liable  are  bound  in  duty  to 
satisfy  them.    The  principles  relating  to  this  subject  are 
well  laid  down  by  Lord  Mansfield,  in  his  judgment  in  Ro^ 
bhuan  v.  Bland  (a).    Mr.  fVatson  urges,  that  no  action  for 
costs  has  ever  been  brought  on  a  foreign  judgment.     I 
cannot  quite  assent  to  that;  but  supposing  it  were  so,  I 
must  own  I  should  be  disposed  to  set  an  example  of  such 
an  action.     Suppose  litigation  arises  in  France  relating 
to  real  property,  and  costs  are  given  against  a  party  who 
comes  to  this  country : — ^if  the  English  law  gives  no  re* 
medy,  the  debt  would  be  lost.    In  such  a  case,  I  should 
be  disposed  to  say  that  an  action  for  those  costs  may  be 
maintained  in  this  country.   I  assume  this  decree  to  be  re- 
gular in  all  its  parts ;  and  I  do  not  enter  upon  the  question, 
how  far  judgment  may  be  pronounced  against  a  party  in 
his  absence,  so  as  to  give  another  the  right  of  enforcing  it 
against  him  in  this  country.    As  to  the  main  question  in 
this  case  I  entertain  no  doubt,  and  think  that  it  is  go- 
verned by  the  principles  that  were  laid  down  in  Emerson  v. 
iMsUey.    As  to  the  question  of  identity,  there  is  ample 
evidence  on  which  the  jury  would  have  found  that  point 
against  the  defendant.    The  name,  residence,  and  profes- 
sion were  the  same,  and  the  party  defending  the  action 
must  have  known  that  his  identity  would  be  disputed, 
and  yet  he  called  no  witnesses  to  shew  that  he  was  not  the 
party  who  was  alleged  to  have  married  the  female  plaintiff. 
Our  judgment  will  therefore  be  ibr  the  plaintiffs. 

(a)  2  Burr.  1077. 
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pABKBy  B. — ^I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  There  appears  Exeh.  0/  pua$^ 
to  me  to  be  ample  evidence  of  identity.  The  defendant  in  ^^^' 
the  present  action  bore  the  same  Christian  and  snmame 
with  the  defendant  in  the  Scotch  suit :  both  had  resided  at 
Dumfries ;  and  there  was  a  correspondence  in  their  ages 
and  professions.  As  to  the  second  pointy  it  is  unnecessary 
to  deliver  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  a  judgment  upon 
a  party  who  is  absent,  and  has  no  property  in  the  coun*- 
try  where  the  judgment  is  pronounced.  Here  we  must 
assume  that  the  defendant  entered  an  appearance,  and 
that  the  agent  who  took  that  step  for  him  had  autho- 
rity for  that  purpose.  If  this  had  not  been  the  case,  the 
appearance  might  have  been  set  aside  in  Scotland,  and  the 
party  would  have  had  a  remedy  against  his  attorney.  But 
then  it  is  said,  that  divorce  is  matter  of  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction, and  that  the  Courts  of  this  country  will  not  enforce 
a  decree  made  by  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland  in  such 
a  matter.  This  was  a  Scotch  marriage ;  and  assuming,  as 
we  must,  that  this  decree  was  regular,  I  agree  with  Lord 
Abinger  in  thinking  that  an  action  will  lie  for  the  recovery  of 
costs  awarded  by  a  foreign  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction. ' 
Where  the  Court  of  a  foreign  country  imposes  a  duty  to 
pay  a  sum  certain,  there  arises  an  obligation  to  pay,  which 
may  be  enforced  in  this  country.  The  case  of  Carpenter  r. 
Thornton  is  distinguishable,  because  Courts  of  equity  have 
the  power  of  enforcing  their  decrees  by  a  process  of  their 
own.  Whether  the  decree  be  final  or  not,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  determine ;  nor  need  we  say  how  far  the  judgment 
of  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  absence  of  all 
fraud,  is  conclusive  upon  the  parties.  It  is  enough  to  de- 
termine that  the  present  action  may  be  maintained,  and 
that  our  judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiffs. 

ANDERSON,  B. — I  think  there  was  ample  evidence  of  iden- 
tity, founded  upon  the  resemblance  between  the  names,  pro- 
fessions, places  of  abode,  and  ages  of  the  parties.     Secondly, 

VOL.  IX.  Ill  M.  w. 
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fych.qfPiea$t  this  was  not  a  decree  made  in  the  absence  of  the  defender, 
^   ^^'  ^    but  a  judgment  by  default,  and  I  think  an  action  can  be 
Russell      maintained  upon  it  in  this  country,  on  the  grounds  stated  in 
Smyth.       the  case  of  Emerson  v.  Lashky.   The  defendant  was  bound, 
by  the  decision  of  a  Court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  paj 
a  sum  of  money,  and  therefore  an  action  will  lie  to  recoTer 
it.    In  Carpenter  v.  Thornton  the  decree  was  founded  on 
equitable  considerations  only,  and  might  haTc  been  en- 
forced by  process  out  of  Chancery. 

RoLFE,  B. — The  doubt  created  in  my  mind  by  Mr.  Wat* 
son's  argument  was,  how  far  an  action  for  the  same  subject 
matter  might  be  maintained  in  Scotland ;  but  that  is  out 
of  the  question  when  the  defendant  is  in  this  country. 
Here  there  is  an  obligation  to  pay  the  costs,  which  may  be 
made  the  foundation  of  an  action. 

Verdict  to  be  entered  for  the  plaintiffs. 


May  4.  De   MeDINA  V.  NoBMAN. 

The  declaration  X  HE  declaration  Stated,  that  whereas  the  plaintiff,  be- 
piaindff,  before  ^^'®  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^®  making  of  the  agreement  as 
and  at  the  time  thereinafter  mentioned,  was  lawfully  possessed,  for  the  resi- 

of  the  agree- 
ment  therein- 
after mentioned,  was  lawfully  possessed  for  the  residue  of  a  term,  whereof  twenty-one  years  from 
the  2(th  June,  1841,  were  then  unexpired,  of  a  certain  dwelling-house ;  and  thereupon,  on  the 
2lst  March,  1841,  by  an  agreement  made  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  plaintiff  should,  on  or  before  the  24th  June,  1841,  let  the  same  to  the  defendant,  by  a  lease 
to  be  granted  to  the  defendant  for  twenty-one  years,  the  said  tenn  to  commence  from  the  24th 
June,  1841.  The  declaration  then  stated  general  performance  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  let  the  house  to  the  defendant,  and  to  grant  and  execute  a  lease;  yet  that  the 
defendant  did  not  nor  would  not  become  his  tenant,  or  accept  the  lease.  Pleas,  first,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  lawfully  possessed  of  the  house,  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term,  modo  et  fonn&: 
secondly,  that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  agreement,  had  not  a  good  title  to,  and  could  not,  on 
the  24th  June,  legally  let  the  house  to  the  defendant,  or  grant  a  lease  for  the  said  term  :— 
Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the  first  plea  was  bad,  as  containing  an  immaterial  traverse ; 
and  that  the  traverse  in  the  second  plea  was  too  large,  as  it  included  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  at 
the  time  of  the  contract,  at  well  as  at  the  time  when  the  lease  was  to  be  granted.  HM,  also,  that 
on  general  demurrer,  the  averment  of  the  plaintiff's  readiness  and  willingness  to  grant  the  lease 
was  equivalent  to  an  aveiment  of  his  having  a  title  to  grant  it. 
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due  of  a  term  of  years,  whereof  21  years  and  upwards  from  «*<?*.  ofPien, 
the  24th  of  June,  1841,  were  then  to  come  and  unexpired, 
of  a  certain  dwelling-house  and  premises;  and  thereupon,  to 
wit,  on  the  81st  of  March,  1841,  by  a  certain  agreement 
made  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  plaintiff  should,  on  or  before  the  24th  of 
June,  184],  let  to  the  defendant,  and  that  the  defendant 
should  become  tenant  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant 
then  agreed  to  become  tenant  to  the  plaintiff,  of  the  said 
house  and  premises,  upon  the  following  terms ;  viz.  that 
the  letting  should  be  by  a  lease  to  be  executed  and  grant- 
ed by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  for  21  years,  the  said 
term  to  commence  firom  the  24th  of  June,  1841,  when  the 
plaintiff  was  to  execute  such  lease.  The  declaration  then 
stated,  that  idthough  the  plaintiff  had  performed  and  fid" 
filled  all  thinjfg  in  the  agreement  contained  on  his  part  to 
be  performed,  and  although  he  was  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  making  of  the  said  agreement,  and  on  the 
24th  June,  1841,  ready  and  willing  to  let  to  the  defendant 
the  said  house  and  premises,  and  to  grant  and  execute  to 
the  defendant  the  said  lease,  yet  the  defendant  did  not 
nor  would,  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  24th  June,  1841, 
become  tenant  to  the  said  plaintiff  of  the  said  house  and 
premises  upon  the  terms  aforesaid,  or  otherwise,  and  on 
the  day  and  year  last  aforesaid  wholly  refused  to  become 
such  tenant,  or  to  accept  such  lease.  To  this  declaration 
the  defendant  pleaded,  secondly,  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  lawfully  possessed  for  the  residue  of  the  said  term 
of  years  of  the  said  dwelling-house  and  premises  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  modo  et  formft.  Thirdly,  that 
the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the  agreement,  had  not  a 
good  title  to,  and  could  not,  nor  could  he  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1841,  legally  let  to  the  defendant,  or  grant  and  exe- 
cute to  her  a  lease  of  the  dwelling-house  for  the  said  term 
of  twenty-one  years. 

Special  demurrer.    The  causes  of  demurrer  to  the  se- 
I  1 12 
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Bseh,(^Piea9,  cond  plea  were,  that  the  trayerse  was  immaterial,  as  it 
merely  denied  that  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  the  term 
before  and  at  the  time  of  the  agreement,  whereas  it  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  plaintiff  to  shew  that  he  was  possessed 
of  the  term  on  or  before  the  24th  of  June,  so  as  to  be  able 
on  that  day  to  complete  the  agreement;  and  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  that  allegation,  that  the  plaintiff  was 
possessed  of  the  residue  of  the  said  term  on  or  bdbre  the 
24th  of  June. 

The  causes  of  demurrer  to  the  third  plea  were,  that  it 
either  introduces  new  matter,  in  which  it  should  have  con- 
cluded with  a  verification,  or  it  is  an  informal  traverse  of 
the  plaintiff's  averment  of  his  readiness  and  willingness  to 
let  the  house  and  execute  the  lease;  and  that  it  put  ia 
issue  more  than  was  alleged  in  the  averment,  to  wit,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  agreement  the  plaintiff 
had  not  a  good  title  to  let  the  dwelling-house,  or  execute 
the  lease,  kc. 

The  following  points  were  marked  for  argument  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant: — ^That  the  declaration  itself  is  in- 
sufficient, for  that  if  the  title  set  out  in  the  declaration  is 
to  be  considered  as  mere  inducement  to  the  action,  the  de- 
claration is  bad,  for  not  alleging  that  the  plaintiff  had  a 
legal  title  to  the  premises  on  the  24th  of  June  1841,  but 
merely  that  he  was  on  that  day  ready  and  willing  to  let 
the  premises  to  the  defendant. 

Martin,  in  support  of  the  demurrer.  The  objection  to 
the  declaration  is,  that  it  is  bad  for  not  aUeging  that  the 
plaintiff  had  a  legal  title  to  the  premises  on  the  24th  of 
June ;  but  when  he  states  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to 
perform  the  contract,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  on  and  shew 
that  he  had  title,  as  it  must  be  assumed  that  he  had  capa- 
city to  do  so.  The  defendant  contends  that  the  plaintiff 
ought  to  have  averred  that  he  was  able  to  do  so ;  but  that 
was  not  necessary,  nor  is  there  any  precedent  for  such  an 
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averment.    It  ia  only  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  aver  Sxeh.  qfPUat, 
that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  execute  the  lease. 

Then  as  to  the  pleas.  The  second  is  bad^  as  it  is  a  tra- 
verse of  immaterial  matter,  for  it  is  sufficient  if  the  plain- 
tiff, on  the  24th  of  June,  was  in  a  condition  to  grant  a 
lease,  or  if  he  had  had  a  power  in  him  to  grant  a 
lease.  The  third  plea  is  also  bad,  for  the  reasons  as- 
signed. It  is  true  it  was  held  in  Souter  v.  Drake  {a),  that 
in  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  an  existing  lease,  there  is  an 
implied  undertaking  by  the  seller  to  make  out  the  lessor's 
title  to  demise ;  but  in  George  Y.Pritchard{b),  Abbott,  C.  J., 
expressed  a  different  opinion.  He  there  says, — ''  On  look- 
ing to  the  agreement,  I  do  not  find  a  syllable  to  warrant 
the  averment  in  the  declaration,  that  the  defendant  under- 
took to  make  out  a  good  title  to  the  lease.  Without  such 
a  stipulation,  a  party  selling  a  lease  is  not  bound  to  pro- 
duce his  landlord's  title,  a  thing  which  in  most  cases  would 
be  utterly  impossible.''  [Parke,  B. — M.j  doubt  is,  whether 
the  averment  of  readiness  and  willingness  is  sufficient.  In 
Martin  v%  Smith  (c),  there  was  a  general  allegation  of  title 
in  the  plaintiff,  as  well  as  the  averment  of  readiness  and 
willingness.  He  must  have  a  good  title  to  convey.  If, 
however,  he  has  a  good  title  when  he  is  called  upon  to  per- 
form his  agreement,  it  is  enough.  Where  it  is  necessary 
for  a  party  to  make  out  a  title,  it  is  necessary  to  state  on 
the  pleadings  that  he  did  make  out  such  title.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  averment  of  the  plaintiff's  readiness  and 
willingness  is  sufficient,  without  an  averment  of  his  ability 
to  make  such  title.]  On  general  demurrer,  the  allegation 
amounts  to  an  averment  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  a  situation 
to  do  that  which  he  contracted  to  do.  If  not,  the  ques- 
tion mentioned  in  Sugden  on  Vendors,  pp.  225,  226,  never 
could  have  arisen.     It  is  there  said, — "  To  entitle  a  vendor 


(a)  5  B.  &  Ad.  092;  3   Ncv.        (h)  1  Ry.  &  M.  417. 
&M.40.  (r)  6  East,  555. 
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Bxch,  qfpieaa,  to  Sustain  an  action  for  breach  of  contract,  it  has  been  said 
->  that  he  mnst  shew  what  title  he  has ;  it  not  being  sufficient 
Db  Mbdina  ^q  plead  that  he  has  been  always  ready  and  willing,  and 
Norman.  frequently  offered  to  make  a  title  to  the  estate  (a).  In  a 
late  case  {b),  however,  where  a  vendor  averred  that  he  was 
seised  in  fee,  and  made  a  good  and  saiisfactcry  title  to  the 
purchaser  of  the  estate,  by  the  time  specified  in  the  condi- 
tions of  sale,  it  was  held  sufficient,  and  that  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  shew  how  he  deduced  his  title  to  the 
fee.  And  the  Court  seemed  of  opinion,  in  opposition  to 
the  prior  cases,  that  a  vendor  need  not  display  his  whole 
title  on  the  record/'  If  it  were  a  material  averment  to 
shew  that  he  had  a  title  to  grant  the  lease,  it  would  be 
traversed  in  every  case.  At  all  events,  this  aUegation  is 
sufficient  on  general  demurrer.  If  it  be  sufficient  that 
he  has  a  good  title  when  called  upon,  according  to  the 
contract,  to  execute  the  lease,  that  shews  that  the  third 
plea  is  bad,  because  it  states  that  the  plaintiff  at  the  time 
of  the  agreement  had  not  a  good  title  to  grant  the  lease. 
The  traverse  is  too  large;  it  puts  in  issue  that  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  prove,  which  it  ought  not  to  do.  In 
BegU  V.  OTeen{e\  Parke,  B.,  says, — "The  plaintiff  has 
no  right  to  include  several  matters  in  his  replication,  so 
as  to  embarrass  the  trial."  It  is  also  bad,  for  saying 
that  the  plaintiff  could  not  legally  let  to  the  defendant; 
that  might  be  because  the  defendant  was  incapable  of 
accepting  a  lease,  he  being  an  alien. — He  cited  also  Jeoens 
V.  Harridge  (rf). 

G.  T.  White,  contra.— The  declaration  is  bad.  It  was 
incumbent  on  the  plaintiff,  in  suing  on  an  agreement  for 
the  sale  of  the  lease,  to  aver  that  he  had  title  to  sell.    The 


(a)  Phillipt  V.  Fielding,  2  H.      555  ;  2  Smith,  543. 
Black.  123.  (e)  1  M.  &  W.  332. 

(6)  Martin  v.  SmUh,   6  East,  (d)  1  Saund.  1. 
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case  of  Sauier  v.  Drake  goes  even  ftirther  than  this.  Lord  Exch.  qfPieag, 
Denman,  C.  J.^  in  delivering  the  judgment  of  the  Courts  says^ 
'^  For  the  reasons  above  given,  we  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  unless  there  be  a  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  there  is, 
in  every  contract  for  the  sale  of  a  lease,  an  implied  under- 
taking to  make  out  the  lessor's  title  to  demise,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  vendor  to  the  lease  itself,  which  implied  under- 
taking is  available  at  law  as  well  as  in  equity ;  and  we  can- 
not adopt  the  distinction  acted  upon  in  George  y.Priichard/^ 
In  Luxton  v.  Robinson  (a),  it  was  held  that  the  party  who 
sues  for  a  forfeiture  on  an  agreement  by  him  to  deliver  up 
possession,  must  shew  in  his  declaration  a  possessory  title 
in  himself.  BuUer,  J.,  there  says,  ^'  The  plaintiff  was  to 
deliver  possession,  and  therefore  he  ought  to  have  shewn 
that  he  had  a  right  so  to  do.''  In  this  case  he  is  to  grant 
a  lease,  and  he  ought  therefore  to  shew  his  right  to  do  so. 
That  cannot  be  collected  from  this  declaration.  In  Lay- 
thoarp  V.  Bryant  {b),  which  was  an  action  for  not  complet- 
ing a  piurchase  of  a  lease,  it  was  held  that  the  plaintiff,  who 
had  alleged  his  possession  of  the  lease,  was  bound  to  prove 
the  execution  of  the  original  lease,  and  of  the  mesne  as- 
signments to  him.  The  authorities  shew  that  the  induce- 
ment may  be  traversed  :  Com.  Dig.  Pleader  (G),  14;  JiTi- 
mersly  v.  Cooper  (c) ;  Carvick  v.  Blagrave  (d).  The  case  of 
PooU  V.  HiU{e)  is  not  an  authority  for  the  plaintiff,  because 
although  it  is  the  purchaser's  duty  to  prepare  the  convey- 
ance, the  lessor  is  to  prepare  the  lease.  Besides,  the  plain- 
tiff ought  to  have  averred  that  he  offered  to  execute  a  lease. 
Jones  V.  Barkley  (/). 

Martin  in  reply. — ^The  declaration  is  good.    The  plain- 
tiff was  bound  to  aver  the  performance  of  all  conditions 

(a)  2  Dougl.  620.  (J)  1  Brod.  &  B.  ."^Sl. 

(6)  1  Bing.  N.  C.  421 ;  1  Scott,        (e)  6  M.  &  W.  835. 
327.  (/)  2  Doug.  684. 

(c)  Cro.  £liz.  168. 
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Esch,qf  Pleat,  precedent,  or  that  he  has  been  ready  and  willing  to  per- 
^  '  ^  form  them.  Here  he  has  averred  that  he  has  performed  all 
Db  Medina  things  on  his  part  to  be  performed,  and  that  he  was  on  the 
NoEMAN.  24th  June  ready  and  willing  to  let,  and  to  grant  and  exe- 
cute the  said  lease.  A  traverse  of  the  readiness  and  will- 
ingness would  have  put  the  title  in  issue.  A  person  can- 
not be  said  to  be  ready  to  do  a  thing  if  he  is  not  in  a 
condition  to  do  it.  In  Lawrence  v.  Knowles  {a),  which  was 
an  action  by  the  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  against  the  de- 
fendant, for  not  delivering  railway  shares  pursuant  to  a 
contract  made  with  the  bankrupt,  the  plaintiffs  having  in 
their  declaration  averred  that  the  bankrupt  before  his 
bankruptcy,  and  the  plaintiffs  as  his  assignees  since,  were 
always  ready  and  willing  to  accept  and  to  pay  for  the  shares, 
and  the  defendant  having  taken  issue  upon  that  averment, 
it  was  held  that  the  plea  was  sustained  by  proof  that  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  performance  of  the  contract,  the 
bankrupt  was  in  a  state  of  total  incapacity  to  pay  the  price 
agreed  on,  and  that  his  effects  produced  no  assets  to  the 
assignees.  Bosanquet,  J.,  there  says,  ''The  party  must  not 
only  be  willing,  but  he  must  be  ready  also ;  and  when  he 
is  shewn  to  be  utterly  incapable,  he  is  shewn  to  be  not 
ready  to  do  that  which  he  has  engaged  to  do.''  This  aver- 
ment necessarily  involves  in  it  the  condition  that  he  has 
power  to  do  what  he  contracts  to  do.  [Rolfe,  B. — Et  hoc 
paratus  est  verificare,  means  that  he  is  in  a  condition  to 
verify  it.]  Jtmes  v.  Barkley  has  to  some  extent  been  over- 
ruled by  Poole  v.  Hill. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — ^I  am  of  opinion  that  the  second 
plea  is  bad,  as  containing  an  immaterial  traverse  of  the 
plaintiff's  title.  It  may  be  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  pos- 
sessed of  the  term  on  the  day  of  the  agreement  being  en- 
tered into,  but  that  is  unimportant,  if  he  was  possessed  of 

(a)  5  Bing.  N  C.  399 ;  7  Scott,  381 . 
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it  on  the  day  when  he  was  to  execute  the  lease  to  the  de-  £jtch.  of  pieat, 
fendant.    The  defendant  then  objects  to  the  declaration,  *  ^ 

that  it  does  not  state  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  at  the  ^^  Medina 
time  to  grant  the  lease  in  question.  The  contract,  how-  Norhan. 
ever,  will  bind  the  defendant,  if  the  plaintiff  was  ready  and 
willing  to  grant  the  lease  before  the  24th  June.  The  de- 
claration is  not  bad  on  general  demurrer  for  want  of  this 
statement.  If  the  defendant  had  traversed  the  averment 
of  the  plaintiff's  readiness  and  willingness  to  perform  the 
contract,  he  would  have  put  in  issue  his  ability  to  perform 
it ;  for  the  words  "  ready  and  willing  "  imply  not  only  the 
disposition,  but  the  capacity  to  do  the  act.  The  defendant, 
therefore,  ought  to  have  traversed  the  readiness  and  will- 
ingness. The  plaintiff  is  consequently  entitled  to  our  judg- 
ment. 

Parke,  B. — ^I  think  the  second  plea  is  bad,  as  contain- 
ing an  immfiteorial  traverse.  The  averment  in  the  declara- 
tion is,  that  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  the  term  at  the 
time  of  his  agreement  with  the  defendant,  not  that  he  con- 
tracted that  he  had  the  term  on  the  24th  of  June.  The 
traverse  of  that  averment  is  immaterial.  I  doubted  at 
first  whether  it  did  not  mean  that  the  plaintiff  was  pos- 
sessed of  the  term  at  the  completion  of  the  contract,  in 
which  case  the  traverse  would  have  been  good.  The  third 
plea  is  also  bad,  as  being  too  large,  since  it  includes  the 
title  of  the  plaintiff  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  and  also  at 
the  time  of  the  demise.  The  next  question  is,  whether  the 
declaration  is  good  ?  The  meaning  of  a  contract  to  de- 
mise is,  not  only  that  a  certain  form  of  words  shall  be  put 
on  paper,  but  that  the  party  assuming  to  demise  shall  have 
title  to  demise.  The  lessee  bargains  for  a  good  lease,  and 
the  lessor  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  him^  unless 
he  had  power  to  make  a  lease.  It  is,  therefore,  essential 
to  aver  in  such  a  case  that  the  landlord  had  authority  to 
make  a  good  lease.     But  then  the  objection  to  this  decla- 
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Sxck.  qfPieoM,  ration  must  be  considered  as  taken  on  general  demurrer. 


1842. 


That  being  so,  it  is  substantially  averred  that  the  plaintiff 
had  title  to  demise.  The  declaration  states,  for  instance, 
that  the  plaintiff  had  performed  all  things  on  his  part  to  be 
performed ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  there  is  a  case  in  Car- 
thew's  Reports  (a)  which  decides  that  that  averment  would 
be  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose.  But  supposing  that 
averment  to  be  insufficient,  still  the  aUegation  of  the  plain- 
tiff's readiness  and  willingness  to  let  the  premises  is  equi- 
valent, on  general  demurrer,  to  an  averment  of  his  being 
able  to  execute  such  lease;  for  on  the  issue  of  readiness 
and  willingness,  the  plaintiff  might  have  proved  that  he 
was  in  a  condition  to  make  a  valid  demise.  This  was  the 
opinion  of  Tindal,  C.  J.,  and  the  other  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  in  Lawrence  v.  Knowles,  and  this  Court 
laid  down  the  same  doctrine  in  HibblewMtey.  M^ Murine  {b). 
— [His  Lordship  here  stated  the  facts  and  pleadings  in  that 
case.] — ^We  there  thought  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  shares 
arose  ''  on  the  traverse  of  the  readiness  to  convey,  which 
must  involve  the  capacity  to  do  so.''  I  think,  therefore^ 
that  the  declaration  is  good  on  general  demurrer,  and  that 
our  judgment  must  be  for  the  plaintiff. 

ANDERSON,  B.— I  am  of  opinion  that  the  pleas  are  bad. 
The  second  plea  takes  issue  on  an  immaterial  averment. 
The  declaration  states,  that  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement,  the  plaintiff  was  legally  possessed  for  the  re- 
sidue of  a  term  of  a  certain  dwelling-house;  now  it  is 
clearly  immaterial  to  the  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  recover, 
that  he  should  prove  that  he  had  a  title  to  the  lease  before 
the  demise  to  the  defendant.  The  term  might  be  merged 
in  the  fee,  and  so  he  might  not  be  possessed  of  it,  but  stiU 
he  would  be  able  to  grant  a  lease.  There  are  many  other 
suppositions  in  which  the  same  result  would  arise.    The 

(a)  Qiuere,    Knight  \.   Ketch,        (h)  6  M.  &  W.  200. 
Carth.  271. 
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averment  in  the  declaration  is  therefore  immaterial^  and  Bxek.  qf  Pitas, 
the  traverse  insufficient.   The  third  plea  is  also  bad.  Then,     vJlf^fl^ 
is  the  declaration  good?    I  think  it  is.    The  averment  of    i>b  Medina 
readiness  and  willingness  to  let  to  the  defendant  includes      Nobman. 
the  capacity  to  do  so. 

BoLFE,  B. — ^Whether  the  plaintiff  be  bound  or  not  to 
aver  that  he  had  a  title  to  demise,  or  that  he  tendered  a 
lease,  still  the  declaration  is  good  on  general  demurrer. 
The  allegation  of  readiness  and  willingness  is  in  substance 
an  allegation  that  he  had  done  all  that  was  necessary,  and 
that  he  had  the  power  to  grant  a  lease  to  the  defendant. 

Judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 


Thomas  v.  Evans.  ^    ^^ 

A.  RULE  had  been  obtained  to  rescind  an  order  of  Lord  An  liBdaTit  in 
Denman,  C.  J.,  at  chambers,  made  on  the  11th  March,  for  rafJTrrLdnd 
staying  the  proceedings  in  this  action.    An  application  J^^nl^'not" 
had  been  made  to  his  Lordship  at  chambers,  on  the  14th  take  notice  of 
of  March,  to  rescind  the  order,  which  he  had  refused.     Li  pUcation  for  the 
the  affidavit  in  support  of  the  present  rule,  no  mention  was  ^e  at  dlra- 
made  of  that  application.  J*"*  ***^  r«- 

*^''  nued;  unless 

.      it  be  necessary 

Bovill^  who  shewed  cause,  objected  that  the  application  der  to  account 
so  made  at  chambers  should  have  been  disclosed  on  the  teice  dda*y  In  mSlins 
of  the  affidavit,  and  cited  Garen  v.  Tute  (a).  tiie  appiieaUon 

to  the  Court. 

Lord  Abingsb,  C.  B. — ^The  plaintiff  has  brought  before 
the  Court  the  only  order  that  has  been  made :  no  altera- 
tion took  place  in  the  state  of  facts  on  the  second  hearing  at 


(a)  7  M.  &  W.  142. 
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SjKk.  qfPieat,  chambers.    What  the  Judge  has  done  most  be  bronght  be- 
fore the  Court,  but  surely  not  what  he  has  omitted  to  do. 

Pakke,  B. — In  Goren  v.  I\iie,  it  was  necessaiy  to  state 
the  previous  proceedings  at  chambers,  in  order  to  aooount 
for  the  delay  in  making  the  application  to  the  Court. 

The  rule  was  then  dismissed  on  the  merits. 


May  4. 


Patrick  v.  Stvbbs. 


An  owner  pur  OaSE  for  disturbance  of  common.      The  declaration 

common  may  Stated,  that  whercas  the  plaintiff  was  possessed  of  a  certain 

thT  rtItate/20  ^C9>iiAge,  and  by  reason  thereof  was  entitled  to  common 

H.  3,  c.  4,  and  13  of  pasture  in  a  certain  place  or  common,  called  Richard's 

46.    '      '  '  Castle  Woods,  yet  the  defendant  erected  two  cottages 

acommonmay  thereon,  and  kept  them  so  erected,  so  that  the  plaintiff 

erect  thereon  a  cqqU[  not  eujoy  his  rifi^ht  of  commou  in  as  ample  a  manner 

hoiue  necetiary  . 

lor  the  babiu-  as  he  Otherwise  would  have  enjoyed  it. 
keepers,  for  the      The  defendant  pleaded,  thirdly,  that  Richard's  Castle 

aiyhimteTf '  Woods  was  a  waste;   that  E.  Salwey  was  seised  in  fee  of 

and  the  other  p|^  of  it ;  that  the  Bishop  of  Worcester,  being  seised  in 

right!  of  com-  fee  of  the  remainder,  enfeoffed  E.  Salwey  of  the  remainder, 

he  may  erect  a  during  the  lives  of  three  persons,  still  living  j  that  the  said 

for*the"habitft^  ^^  parts  were  planted  with  woods  and  underwood ;  that 

tion  of  a  wood-  other  pcrsous  than  the  plaintiff  had  right  of  common  over 

ward  to  protect  .---• 

the  mooL  and    the  said  Richard's  Castle  Woods,  for  their  cattle  to  browse 
^e^^on.^*^   the  underwoods ;  that  because  the  underwood  was  destroyed 

A  plea  JnstU 
fying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  house  for  inch  beast-keepcrs  need  not  state  the  names  of  the  other  commoners,  nor  that 
they  assented  to  the  appointment  of  beast-keepers. 

To  an  action  on  the  case  for  a  continuing  disturbance  of  common,  the  defendant  pleaded  an 
approTcment  of  the  locus  in  quo,  "  leaving  sufiicient  common  of  pasture  for  the  said  plaintiff 
and  all  other  persons  entitled  thereto,  together  with  sufficient  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the 
same,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute,  &c:" — Held,  that  the  plea  sufficiently  shewed  that 
enough  of  common  was  left  at  the  time  of  the  approvement,  and  in  the  pUce  wliere  the  plalntilT 
was  entitled  to  enjoy  it 


SASTER   TSRM^   5  VICT.  881 

by  trespassers^  and  could  not  be  preserved  withont  wood-  Bxek.  0/  Pfe«, 
wards  resident  on  the  common^  the  defendant^  as  servant 
of  E.  Salwey^  built  the  said  cottages  on  the  first  mentioned 
part  of  the  said  common,  for  the  habitation  of  two  wood- 
wards  of  E.  Salwey,  who  were  appointed  by  him  to  preserve 
the  woods,  and  were  necessary  for  that  purpose.  The 
fourth  plea  was  similar  to  the  foregoing,  except  that  it 
justified  the  erection  of  the  cottages  as  habitations  for 
beast-keepers,  who  were  necessary  for  the  safe  custody  of 
the  cattle  of  the  plaintiff,  of  E.  Salwey,  and  of  the  other 
parties  who  were  entitled  to  the  rights  of  common.  The 
fifth  plea  stated,  that  the  said  place  on  which  the  defendant 
so  erected  and  continued  the  said  cottages,  as  in  the  decla- 
ration mentioned,  was  part  and  parcel  of  a  certain  waste 
situate  in  the  manor  of  Richard's  Castle,  of  which  said 
waste  E.  Salwey  was,  at  &c.,  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of 
fee;  that  the  defendant,  as  the  servant  of  E.  Salwey,  and 
by  his  command,  erected  the  said  cottages,  and  inclosed 
the  same  from  the  residue  of  the  said  waste,  and  approved 
the  same,  and  kept  and  continued  them  so  erected  as  in 
the  declaration  mentioned,  leaving  sufficient  common  of 
pasture  for  the  said  plaintiff,  and  all  other  persons  entitled 
thereto,  together  with  sufficient  ingress  and  egress  to  and 
from  the  same,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute  &c.,  as 
he  lawfully  might  &c.  Verification. 

To  these  pleas  there  were  special  demurrers,  the  grounds 
of  which  appear  by  the  argument. 

Joinder  in  demurrer. 

WUIeSy  in  support  of  the  demurrers. — ^The  third  and 
fourth  pleas  contain  no  allegation  that  sufficient  common 
was  left  for  the  commoners,  and  therefore  are  not  founded 
on  the  statute  of  Merton,  20  Hen.  3,  c.  4,  which  requires 
that  when  any  improvements  are  made  by  the  lord,  sufficient 
common  shall  be  left  for  the  commoners.  Those  pleas 
therefore  must  stand  upon  the  clause  of  the  statute  of 
Westminster  2nd,  13  Edw.  1,  st.  l,c.  46,  which  enacts,  that 
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Bxeh.  ef  Pha$,  "  by  oocasion  of  a  windmill,  sheepcote,  cowhouse,  enlarging 
of  a  court  necessary,  or  curtilage,  firom  henceforth  no  man 
shall  be  grieyed  by  assuse  of  novel  disseisin  for  common  of 
pasture/'  Upon  this  statute  Lord  Coke  observes,  8  Inst. 
476,  ''here  be  five  kinds  of  improvements  expressed,  that 
both  between  lord  and  tenant,  and  neighbour  and  neigh- 
bour, may  be  done,  without  leaving  su£Scient  common  to 
them  that  have  it,  (anything  either  herein,  or  in  the  sta- 
tute of  Merton,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding),  and 
these  five  are  put  but  for  examples;  for  the  lord  may 
erect  a  house  for  the  dwelling  of  a  beast-keeper,  for  the 
safe  custody  of  the  beasts,  as  well  of  the  lord  as  the 
commoners,  depasturing  them  in  that  soil ;  and  yet  it  is 
not  within  the  letter  of  this  law/'  The  third  plea  is  bad, 
for  a  woodward  does  not  resemble  a  beast-keeper,  nor 
does  he  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  clause  of  the  sta- 
tute Westminster  2nd,  which  was  intended  only  to  promote 
buildings  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  for  the  habitation 
of  the  lord.  82  lib.  Ass.  p.  1 95,  pi.  5.  In  NevUi  v.  Hancer- 
ten  (a),  which  was  an  action  wherein  the  plaintiff  declared 
that  he  had  common  in  three  acres,  and  the  defendant  had 
inclosed  two  of  them,  the  defendant  pleaded  that  he  had 
a  house  there,  and  he  made  the  inclosure  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  curtilage :  and  upon  demurrer,  the  plea  was 
held  ill,  because  it  was  not  said  that  the  messuage  was  for 
his  own  habitation,  or  of  his  shepherd ;  for  he  might  per- 
haps build  a  great  messuage  to  lease  to  a  nobleman,  which 
might  require  a  greater  curtilage  than  the  lord  himself,  or 
his  herdsman.  So,  where  a  man  justifies,  as  in  the  fourth 
plea,  the  erection  of  houses  for  beast-keepers,  he  must 
shew  that  they  were  necessary  for  his  own  beasts,  and  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  shew  that  they  were  necessary  for  the 
beasts  of  other  people.  The  fourth  plea  is  bad  for  another 
reason,  because  the  statute  of  Westminster  2nd  does  not 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  house  for  a  beast-keeper,  and 

(a)  1  Lev.  02 ;  Sid.  70,  nom.  Nevell  v.  Hamerlon. 
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the  authority  in  the  Year  Book,  7  Hen.  4,  p.  88,  pi.  9,  Exch.  of  Phas, 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  third  Institute,  as  the  authority  - 

for  the  position  already  mentioned,  does  not  support  the  Patrick 
dictum  of  Lord  Coke.  That  was  an  action  against  a  com«  Stdbbs. 
moner  for  pulling  down  a  house  built  by  the  lord  upon 
the  common,  and  the  defendant  justified  on  the  ground 
that  the  house  was  built  in  disturbance  of  his  common. 
The  plaintiff  replied  that  the  house  was  built  for  a  beast- 
keeper.  No  judgment  was  given,  but  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel being  asked  by  the  Court  whether  he  would  demur,  says, 
"  Nous  yoillomus  emparler,  &c.'' ;  this  case  is  mentioned 
in  Bro.  Abr.  *  Commoner,'  pi.  19,  and  the  compiler,  after 
saying  that,  by  the  judgment  of  Hull,  J.,  the  case  might 
be  within  the  equity  of  the  statute,  adds  a  ''quaere.'' 
At  all  events,  that  case  is  not  an  authority  that  a  man 
may  appoint  beast-keepers  for  the  cattle  of  others ;  there  is 
no  mention  of  any  such  power  in  the  report,  and  such  an 
appointment,  if  good  at  all,  ought  to  be  made  in  the  court 
of  the  manor,  where  the  commoners  may  be  presumed  to 
have  had  a  voice  in  the  appointment.  Without  their  con- 
currence, it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  lord  could  have 
the  power  of  appointing  a  herdsman  for  their  cattle. 
Nevill  V.  Hancertan  shews  that  an  approvement  for  the  be- 
nefit of  a  stranger  would  be  unjustifiable.  Besides,  the 
commoners  for  whom  the  appointment  was  made  ought  to 
have  been  named.  Again,  a  party  cannot  approve  unless 
he  is  seised  in  fee,  or  is  lord  of  the  manor :  Glover  v. 
Lane  (a) :  but  here  the  approver  was  merely  tenant  pur 
autre  vie  of  part  of  the  common.  The  fifth  plea  is  also 
bad;  it  is  founded  partly  upon  the  statute  of  Merton,  and 
partly  on  that  of  Westminster  2nd ;  but  it  is  consistent 
with  this  plea,  that  the  ''waste"  therein  mentioned  is 
larger  than  the  place  mentioned  in  the  declaration,  and  as 
the  defendant  has  not  stated,  according  to  the  precedents 
in  Bast.  Entr. '  Trespass,'  626  b,  and  9  Wentw.  206,  that 

(a)  3  T.  R,  445. 
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Bx9h,  of  PUas,  he  left  a  soflBciency  of  eommon  in  the  residue  of  the  com- 
1842 

mon,  it  is  consistent  with  the  plea  that  the  common  left 

by  him  was  left  in  lands  where  the  plaintiff  had  no  rig^ht 

of  common.    The  plea  is  also  bad,  for  omitting  to  state 

the  time  at  which  the  common  was  left.    The  suffideney 

must  be  left  at  the  time  of  the  approvement :  Yin.  Abr. 

'  Common.^     It  is  uncertain  to  what  time  the  expression 

'leaving  ^*  refers.      [Lord  Abinger,  C.  B. — It  sufficientljr 

appears*  that  the  common  was  left  at  the  time  when  the 

inclosure  took  place.] 

W.  H.  Wiatsan,  contr^ — ^The  third  and  fourth  pleas  are 
good,  and  are  founded  upon  the  statute  of  Westminster 
2nd.  That  statute  refers  to  the  statute  of  Merton.  Lord 
Coke  says,  that  the  statute  in  terms  mentions  five  speciea 
of  building  only,  but  he  observes,  that  those  buildings  are 
merely  put  by  way  of  example :  for  that  the  lord  may 
erect  a  house  for  the  dwelling  of  a  beast-keeper,  for  the 
safe  custody  of  the  beasts,  as  well  of  the  lord  as  of  the 
commoners,  depasturing  there.  That  construction  of  the 
statute  has  never  yet  been  objected  to.  In  Striker  v. 
Hutchinson  (a),  Ilndal,  C.  J.,  alluding  to  Lord  Coke's  com- 
mentary on  this  statute,  says,  *' we  must  look,  however, 
not  only  to  the  statute,  but  to  the  commentary  of  Lord 
Coke,  which  has  been  uncontradicted  to  the  present  day." 
But  the  authority  of  Lord  Coke  is  supported  by  the  case 
in  the  Year  Book,  for  there  the  counsel,  by  refusing  to  raise 
the  question  on  demurrer,  in  fact  assented  to  the  law  as 
laid  down  by  the  judge  in  that  case.  And  this  construc- 
tion of  the  statute  is  conformable  to  reason,  for  in  the 
})resent  case  a  woodward  and  beast-keeper  stand  in  the 
same  situation,  being  both  necessary  to  preserve  that  which 
is  the  subject-matter  of  the  common.  The  case  of  Nevill 
V.  Hancerton  is  not  in  point,  the  question  having  been  there 
decided  on  the  want  of  an  averment  that  the  house  was 

(a)  4  Bing.  N.  C.  83;  5  Scott,  346. 
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built  for  the  habitation  of  the  lord,  or  his  shepherd.    Se-  -Kf cA.  tf  PUiu, 
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condlj,  a  man  may  erect  the  necessary  buildings  on  a 
common,  without  being  seised  in  fee.  The  statutes  of  Patrick 
Merton  and  Westminster  2nd  do  not  mention  the  in-  Stubm. 
terest  that  the  party  making  such  erections  must  have; 
and  it  was  held  in  Glover  y.  Lane,  that  the  owner  of  the 
fee,  as  well  as  the  lord  of  the  manor,  might  approve  the 
common.  In  principle  there  can  be  no  distinction  between 
the  owner  of  the  fee,  and  a  tenant  pur  autre  yie,  or  for  a 
long  term  of  years.  Besides,  E.  Salwey  was  a  tenant  in  fee 
of  the  spot  where  the  buildings  were  erected.  The  last 
plea  is  also  good,  and  is  founded  upon  the  statute  of  Mer- 
ton. It  is  sufficiently  ayerred  therein  that  enough  com- 
mon was  left  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  place  where  he  was 
entitled  to  common.  In  Arlett  v.  EUis  (a),  it  was  held 
that  a  custom  to  inclose  parcels  of  the  waste,  leaving  a 
sufficiency  of  common,  was  good.  The  last  objection  is, 
that  the  defendant  ought  to  have  set  out  the  names  of  the 
parties  entitled  to  common  of  pasture ;  but  that  is  not 
necessary,  and  would  lead  to  endless  prolixity;  the  defend- 
ant is  not  bound  to  know  their  names ;  it  is  a  matter  which 
lies  in  the  equal  knowledge  of  both  parties.  Indeed,  the 
plaintiff  himself  has  a  direct  interest  to  know  who  the  par- 
ties are  who  use  the  common.  [As  to  this  point  he  was 
stopped  by  the  court]. 

fViilee,  in  reply. — Arlett  v.  ElSs  has  no  bearing  upon  the 
^;ase,  except  so  far  as  it  supports  the  general  principle  that 
sufficient  common  must  be  left  in  the  place  from  which  the 
indosnre  is  made.  No  precedent  has  been  referred  to  in 
which  the  loose  mode  of  statement,  adopted  in  the  fifth 
plea,  has  been  upheld.  Lord  Coke,  in  the  8rd  Inst.,  does 
not  intimate  that  the  concurrence  of  the  commoners  to 
the  appointment  of  a  beast-keeper  for  their  cattle,  as  well 

(a)  7  B.  &  Cr.  346. 
VOL.  IX.  K  K  K  M.  W. 
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Sxeh.  •/  Pieoip  as  of  the  owner  of  the  soil,  is  unnecessary.   Without  their 
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concurrence  such  an  appointment  would  be  idle^  because 
it  cannot  be  contended  that  a  beast-keeper  appointed  by 
A.  B.  could  meddle  with  C.  D.'s  cattle  without  his  con- 
sent. This  is  material,  because  the  erections  complained 
of  may  be  reasonable  for  the  habitation  of  beast-keepers 
for  all  the  cattle,  but  unreasonably  large  for  the  beast* 
keepers  of  the  lord  only. 

Lord  Abikosr,  C.  B. — I  am  of  opinion  that  all  the  pleas 
are  good.  With  respect  to  the  last  plea,  the  fair  meaning 
of  it  is,  that  sufElcient  common  of  pasture  was  left  where 
the  plaintiff  has  the  right  of  common ;  and  although  a  labo- 
rious argument  has  been  founded  on  the  strict  grammatical 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  plea,  the  clear  meaning  is,  that 
the  plaintiff's  rights  have  not  been  abridged,  and  that 
enough  common  has  been  left  him  in  the  spot  where  he 
claims  his  right.  We  may  conceive  cases  of  inclosure  by 
one  lord  of  a  manor,  by  which  the  rights  of  an  adjoining 
lord  may  be  affected ;  but  if  enough  common  is  left  for  the 
tenants  of  the  manor,  they  at  least  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain. I  also  think  that  the  third  and  fourth  pleas  are 
good.  They  depend  upon  the  statute  of  Westminster 
2nd.  I  never  doubted  that  Lord  Coke  was  right  where  he 
says,  that  the  five  buildings  enumerated  are  put  by  way  of 
example;  and  his  observations  apply  to  several  ancient 
statutes,  the  firamers  of  which  were  not  so  prolific  in  words 
as  the  authors  of  modem  acts  of  Parliament.  In  the  pre- 
sent day,  in  framing  a  statute,  the  course  is  to  employ  all 
the  rhetoric  of  conveyancers  and  special  pleaders,  and  to 
provide  for  every  case  that  suggests  itself  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  person  who  draws  the  act.  Formerly  it  was 
otherwise,  and  courts  of  law  were  left  to  interpret  the 
meaning  of  the  legislature.  And  the  case  in  the  Year 
Book  is  far  from  impeaching  the  authority  of  Lord  Coke ; 
for,  as  Mr.  Watson  has  suggested,  the  counsel  for  the 
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defendant  being  invited  bj  the  Judge  to  demur^  and  thus  Exeh.  of  Pieo», 
raise  the  question  as  to  the  lord^s  right  to  build  a  house  for    ^   ^      ^ 
a  beast-keeper,  declines  to  do  so,  saying  that  he  would  rather      Patrick 
imparl.    The  object  of  this  part  of  the  statute  of  West-       StuiIbs* 
minster  2nd  is  the  benefit  of  the  commoners.  The  erection 
of  a  cowhouse  is  within  the  very  terms  of  the  act ;  and  I 
think  that  a  house,  erected  by  the  owner  of  the  soil  for  his 
own  advantage  and  that  of  the  other  commoners,  falls 
within  the  principle  of  the  statute.    Our  judgment  must 
therefore  be  for  the  defendant. 

Parke,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  The  justification 
in  the  first  two  pleas  is,  that  the  defendant,  being  owner  in 
fee  of  part  of  the  soil,  and  tenant  pur  autre  vie  of  the  re- 
mainder, built  the  cottages  in  question  to  protect  the  woods 
and  pasture  in  which  he  and  others  had  a  right  of  common; 
and  the  question  is,  whether  that  is  a  case  falling  within  the 
Statute  of  Westminster  2nd.  The  act  in  terms  mentions 
only  wind-mills,  sheep-houses,  cow-houses,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  necessary  court  or  curtilage.  But  then  Lord 
Coke,  in  his  Commentary,  says  those  instances  are  put 
merely  by  way  of  example.  The  principle  that  governs  the 
former  of  those  cases  is  the  joint  benefit  to  all  the  com- 
moners firom  the  erections,  and  therefore  the  building  of  a 
cottage  for  a  woodward  or  a  beast-keeper  faUs  within  the 
same  principle.  Indeed,  the  building  of  a  house  for  a  beast- 
keeper  is  expressly  said  by  Lord  Coke  to  be  within  the  spirit 
of  the  act.  With  respect  to  inclosing  common  for  a  curti- 
lage, that  means  that  the  lord  has  a  right  of  inclosing  so 
much  common  only  as  is  necessary  for  his  own  mansion- 
house,  and  that  explains  the  case  of  Nevitt  v.  Hancerton,  re- 
ported in  1  Lev.  62,  and  Sid.  79.  Windham,  J.,  there  says, 
it  is  necessary  to  aver  that  sufficient  common  was  left  "  only 
where  the  inclosure  is  for  the  improvement  of  the  land,  not 
where  it  is  for  the  enlargement  of  the  curtilage.^' 

With  regard  to  the  defendant  not  being  owner  in  fee  of 
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Sxeh.  rf  pum^  all  the  land^  I  think  that  makes  no  difference  in  this  case^ 
'  ^  as  the  bishop,  who  is  seised  in  fee  of  part  of  the  common  in 
question,  had  granted  him  his  rights  over  the  common.  I 
have  entertained  some  doubts  as  to  the  last  plea,  whether 
''  leaving  sufficient  common  of  pasture''  means  leaving  it 
in  that  place  where  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  enjoy  it  ; 
but  as  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  our  judgment  on  the 
other  pleas,  which  dispose  of  the  substantial  questions  in 
the  case,  our  judgment  as  to  this  plea  is  not  of  so  great  con- 
sequence;  and  I  concur  with  the  rest  of  the  Court,  that  on 
the  whole  record  our  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendant. 


BoLPE,  B. — The  Statute  of  Merton  says  nothing  as  to 
the  nature  or  extent  of  the  interest  that  the  lord  is  to  have 
in  the  soil ;  and  it  must  be  quite  indifferent  to  the  com- 
moner, if  enough  common  of  pasture  is  left  to  him,  whe- 
ther the  lord  of  the  manor  incloses  in  his  own  right,  or  as 
the  grantee  of  another. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


Maye. 

A  plea  of  the 
Statute  of  Li- 
mitations, 
though  it  need 
not  conclude 
with  a  verifica- 
tion, mutt  ne- 
vertheleu  be 
signed  by  coun- 
sel. 


Roberts  v,  Howard. 

Xo  an  action  of  assumpsit  the  defendant  pleaded,  first, 
non  assumpsit ;  secondly,  that  he  "  the  defendant  did  not 
at  any  time  within  six  years  next  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  suit,  promise  in  manner  and  form  &c.,  whereof 
the  defendant  prays  judgment,^'  &c.  The  plea  not  being 
signed  by  counsel,  the  plaintiff  signed  judgment.  Knowles, 
on  a  former  day,  obtained  a  rule  calling  upon  the  plaintiff 
to  shew  cause  why  that  judgment  should  not  be  set  aside 
for  irregularity. 


E.  V.  WUliama  shewed  cause. — ^A  plea  of  the  Statute  of 
Limitations,  being  a  special  plea,  requires  to  be  signed  by 
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counsel.  That  was  never  doubted  until  the  case  of  Boden-  Sxeh.  of  puoi, 

1842 
ham  y.  HiU  (a),  which  decided  that  such  a  plea^  being  in  '  ^ 

the  negative^  required  no  yerification.  But  that  case  has  RoBBETt 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question ;  a  plea  is  equally  special,  Howard. 
although  in  the  negative;  and  although  it  need  not  be 
averred,  it  is  nevertheless  a  special  plea.  In  MUlner  v. 
CrowdaU  {b),  which  was  an  action  on  an  attorney's  bill,  it 
was  held  that  a  plea,  under  the  stat.  1  Jac.  1,  c.  7,  s.  1, 
that  no  bin  was  delivered  under  his  hand;  need  not  be 
averred,  as  it  was  needless,  it  being  a  negative  plea;  but 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  a  plea  requires  counsel's 
signature.  By  a  rule  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  E. 
T.  18  Car.  2,  aU  special  pleas  were  required  to  be  signed 
by  counsel  before  they  could  be  filed.  In  Vin.  Abr., 
Plea  and  Pleading  (E.)  1,  it  is  said,  "  If  there  be  a  special 
plea,  replication,  rejoinder,  or  demurrer,  there  must  be 
counsel's  hand  to  it,  because  it  is  supposed  to  be  advised 
by  counsel,  who  is  to  maintain  it  to  be  good  if  it  be  dis- 
puted." In  Macher  v.  Billing  (c)  this  Court  expressly  held 
that  a  plea  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  required  counsel's 
signature;  and  the  decision  in  Bodenham  v.  HUl  has  no« 
thing  to  do  with  it. 

Knowles^  contra. — It  is  not  true  that  every  special  plea 
requires  counsel's  signature,  for  there  are  many  which  do 
not;  as,  for  instance,  the  plea  of  plene  administravit  and 
riens  per  discent.  Until  the  argument  of  Mr.  Serjt.  Man* 
ning  in  Bodenham  v.  HiU,  it  had  been  usual  to  conclude  a 
plea  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations  with  a  verification ;  and 
that  was  the  ground  on  which  it  was  thought  it  required 
counsel's  signature.  [Parke,  B. — What  is  the  reason  why 
a  plea  of  son  assault  demesne  or  solvit  ad  diem  require  to 
be  signed,  which  they  do?  It  is  a  mere  arbitrary  matter.] 
It  is  submitted  that  Bodenham  v.  HUl  having  decided  that 

(a)  7  M.  &  W.  274.  (6)  1  Show.  33S. 

(c)  1  C,  M.  &  R.  577. 
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Sxch.qfPkaa,  this  plea  need  not  conclude  with  it  vwfication,  it  does  not 
require  counsels  signature. 

Pabke^  B. — The  general  rule  is,  that  all  special  pleas 
must  be  signed  by  counsel,  although  pndoubtedly  there 
are  many  exceptions  that  have  been  arbitrarily  introduced 
into  practice.  This  very  point  was  decided  in  Macher  v. 
BUlinffi  that  such  a  plea  as  this  did  require  oounseF^  sig- 
nature ;  and  that  was  not  on  the  ground  that  the  plea  was 
averred.  The  rule  for  setting  aside  the  judgment  must 
therefore  be  discharged. 


The  other  Barons  concurred. 


Rule  discharged. 


A  party  end- 
tied  to  costs  un- 
der an  inter- 
pleader order, 
is  not  bound  to 
take  out  exe- 
cution under 
the  Interplead- 
er Act,  1  ft  2 
Will.  4,  c  68, 
8.  7,  but  may 
make  the  order 
a  rule  of  Court, 
and  take  out 
execution  un- 
der 1  &  2  Vict 
c  110,  s.  18. 


Cetti  v.  Babtlett, 

X  HIS  was  a  rule  calling  on  the  plaintiff  to  shew  cause 
why  a  ca.  sa.  issued  against  one  Johnson  should  not  be 
set  aside^  and  why  he  should  not  be  discharged  out  of  cus* 
tody.  It  appeared  from  the  affidavits,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
issued  a  fieri  facias  against  the  goods  of  the  defendant 
Bartlettj  and  that  upon  the  sheriff  proceeding  to  levy, 
Johnson  claimed  the  same ;  an  application  was  in  conse- 
quence made  to  a  Judge  at  Chambers  under  the  Inter- 
pleader Act,  when  Johnson  appeared  upon  the  summons, 
and  an  order  was  made  that,  upon  his  giving  security  for 
21/.  0«.  ^,  and  for  such  further  sums  for  costs  as  the 
Master  should  think  reasonable,  an  issue  should  be  tried 
to  ascertain  the  property  in  the  goods.  Johnson  being 
unable  to  give  the  required  security,  an  order  was  made 
discharging  the  former  order  with  costs.  This  latter  order 
having  been  made  a  rule  of  Court,  and  the  costs  taxed  at 
14/.  28.  2d.,  a  ca.  sa.  was  issued  upon  it,  in  pursuance  of 
the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18.  The  present  rule  was  ob- 
tained on  the  ground  that  the  execution  ought  to  have 
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been  issued  under  the  Interpleader  Act,  1  &  2  Will.  4,  £««*•  »/  ^'m*, 
c.  58,  s.  7,  by  which  orders  may  be  entered  of  record,  and 
execution  issued  for  the  costs  within  fifteen  days  after 
notice  of  taxation. 

Jervis  shewed  cause. — ^The  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18, 
which  gives  to  rules  of  Court  the  effect  of  judgments,  ap- 
plies to  all  rules.  The  plaintiff  was  not  compelled  to  pro- 
ceed under  the  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  58,  but  might  pursue  the 
other  remedy.  The  words  of  that  act  are  not  compulsory; 
they  are,  "  that  rules  and  orders  may  be  entered  of  re- 
cord;'^ there  is  nothing  to  restrict  a  party  to  that  course. 

Huntfreyj  in  support  of  the  rule. — The  Court  will,  if 
possible,  give  effect  to  both  the  acts  of  Parliament.  As 
the  proceedings  were  commenced  imder  the  Interpleader 
Act,  the  execution  should  have  been  in  accordance  with  its 
provisions,  and  the  order  entered  of  record. 

Lord  Abinoeb,  C.  B. — I  think  the  rule  ought  to 
be  discharged.  Where  a  party  entitled  to  costs  under 
the  Interpleader  Act  chooses  to  proceed  for  their  reco- 
very under  that  act,  he  must,  doubtiess,  pursue  the 
course  there  prescribed,  and  enter  the  order  of  record. 
But  if  he  chooses  to  proceed  under  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110, 
s.  18,  he  may  make  the  order  a  rule  of  Court,  and  issue 
execution  upon  it. 

Pabke,  B. — ^I  also  think  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
obliged  to  proceed  under  the  Interpleader  Act.  Although 
the  order  was  made  under  that  act,  it  has  been  made  a 
rule  of  Court,  and  that  entitles  the  plaintiff  to  have  execu- 
tion upon  it  under  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18. 

Aldebson,  B. — I  am  of  the  same  opinion.  An  order 
under  the  Interpleader  Act,  when  entered  of  record,  may 
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Etch,  rf  Pleas,  be  made  the  foundation  of  judgment  and  execution ;  but 
^^^'  .     if  the  party  proceeds  under  the  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18, 
there  is  no  occasion  to  enter  the  rule  of  record.     If  it 
were  otherwise,  it  would  be  in  effect  repealing  the  hitter 
act,  by  engrafting  upon  it  the  provisions  of  the  former. 

RoLFE,  B.,  concurred. 

Bule  dischai^d. 


MEMORANDA. 


The  following  rule,  as  to  the  taxation  of  the  costs  of 
witnesses  on  several  issues,  has  been  promulgated  by  the 
Judges : — 

"In  case  of  several  issues  on  the  record,  some  found  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  others  for  the  defendant,  the  Master  is 
to  allow  the  costs,  on  the  issues  found  for  the  plaintiff,  of 
such  witnesses  as  were  bon&  fide  subpoenaed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  such  issues,  and  would  have  been  so  sub- 
poenaed if  the  issues  found  for  the  defendant  had  not  been 
on  the  record,  and  vice  versft. 

"  He  is  to  allow  the  defendant,  on  the  issues  found  for 
him,  the  costs  of  such  witnesses  as  were  bon&  fide  sub- 
poenaed for  the  purpose  of  proving  those  issues,  and  would 
have  been  so  subpoenaed  if  the  issues  found  for  the  plain- 
tiff were  not  on  the  record." 


In  the  Vacation  before  this  Term,  Firancis  Stack  Murphy, 
of  linoolnVInn,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  degree  of  the 
coif,  and  gave  rings  with  the  motto  Incidere  Ludum. 


AN 

INDEX 

TO  THS 

PRINCIPAL.    MATTERS. 


ACCORD  AND  SATISFACTION. 
1 .  What  amounts  to. 

The  plaintiff,  the  acceptor  of  a  bill 
of  exchange,  on  the  day  it  fell  due, 
sent  a  person  to  the  defendant,  who 
held  it,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bill 
and  bring  it  back.  The  defendant 
received  the  money  and  gave  a  receipt 
for  it,  but  said  he  could  not  give  up 
the  bill.  The  plaintiff  being  informed 
of  this,  sent  again  to  the  defendant  to 
demand  the  bUl  or  the  money,  but  he 
did  not  give  up  either.  Afterwards, 
on  the  same  day,  the  defendant  sent 
to  the  plaintiff  a  pAper  signed  by  one 
6.,  acknowledging  the  receipt  from 
the  defendant  of  the  amount  of  the 
bill,  and  undertaking  to  bear  the 
plaintiff  harmless  for  the  amount,  if 
the  bill,  which  he  stated  to  have  been 
lost,  should  be  presented.  The  plain- 
tiff kept  this  guarantee,  but  neverthe- 
less sued  the  defendant  for  money 
had  and  received: — Held,  that  his 
right  of  action  vested  on  the  defend- 
ant's refusal  to  repay  the  money  or 
give  up  the  bill;  and  therefore  that 
the  receipt  by  the  plaintiff  of  G.'s 
guarantee  was  in  the  nature  of  accord 
and  satisfaction,  and  was  no  defence 
to  the  action,  unless  specially  pleaded. 
Alexander  v.  Strong,  733 


2.  Acceptance  in  Satisfaction,  what  is. 

The  plaintiffs,  merchants  at  Liver- 
pool, were  in  the  habit  of  consigning 
to  the  defendants,  brokers  at  Mont- 
real, goods  on  sale  or  return,  and  of 
receiving  in  payment  bills  on  British 
houses  purchased  by  the  defendants 
with  the  proceeds.  The  plaintiffs 
having  desired  that  none  but  un- 
doubted bills  should  be  sent  to  them, 
the  defendants  remitted  a  bill  drawn 
by  and  upon  parties  supposed  at  the 
time  to  be  in  good  credit.  The  plain- 
tiffs, on  receiving  it,  returned  for  an- 
swer that  it  had  been  refused  accept- 
ance, and  requested  the  defendants  to 
do  what  was  needful  to  procure  secu- 
rity from  the  drawer,  and  to  take  all 
legal  and  necessary  steps  for  their  se- 
curity. In  an  action  brought  by  the 
plaintiffs  for  money  had  and  received, 
to  recover  from  the  defendants  the 
proceeds  of  the  consignment  to  which 
this  bill  had  reference,  the  defendants 
pleaded  the  delivery  to  the  plaintiffs, 
and  acceptance  by  them,  of  the  bill 
of  exchange  in  full  satisfaction.  The 
Judge  directed  the  jury,  that  if  the 
bill  was  such  a  one  as  by  the  course 
of  dealing  between  the  parties  the 
plaintiffs  were  bound  to  take,  that  was 
a  taking  in  fiill  satisfaction:— 'iTe/d^ 
that  this  was  a  misdirection;  for  that 


844 


AFFIDAVIT. 


APPROPRIATION  OF  PAYMENTS. 


acceptance  in  satisfaction  mnst  be 
an  act  of  the  will  in  the  party  re- 
ceiving. 

Qu€eref  whether  money  had  and  re- 
ceived was  maintainable,  the  proceeds 
having  been  applied  by  the  defendants 
to  the  purpose  contemplated  by  the 
course  of  dealing  between  the  parties. 
Hardman  v.  Bellhouse,  596 


ACTION  ON  THE  CASE. 

When  maintainable, — Evidence  of 
Malice. 

Where,  in  a  suit  in  equity,  an  or- 
der was  made  that  one  6.  should  pay 
into  the  name  of  the  Accountant-Ge- 
nera], in  trust  in  the  cause,  a  certain 
sum  admitted  by  his  answer  to  have 
been  the  amount  of  the  sale  of  a  trust 
fund;  and  the  solicitor  for  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  suit  registered  it  under  I  & 
2  Vict.  c.  110,  8.  19,  and  G.  was  in 
consequence  prevented  from  disposing 
of  his  lands: — Held,  that  the  regis- 
tering of  the  order  was  not  of  itself  a 
wrongful  act,  and  that  no  action  could 
be  maintained  for  it  without  proof  of 
malice. 

Semble,  that  such  an  order  is  within 
the  equity  of  the  stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c. 
1 1 0«  8. 1 9.     Gibbe  V.  Pike,  35 1 


AFFIDAVIT. 

See  Lancaster  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

(1).  Title. 

An  affidavit  on  which  a  rule  for 
judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit  was 
founded,  was  intitled  ''Between  J.  S., 
plaintiff,  and  6.  J.,  defendant."  The 
affidavit  in  answer  to  the  rule  stated, 
that  there  were  two  G.  J.'s,  and  that 
all  former  proceedings  in  the  cause 
were  intitled  ''J.  S.  v.  G.  J.  the 
elder:** — Held,  that  the  affidavit  was  , 
sufficient.    Singleton  v.  Johnson,    67 


(2).  Jurat. 
An  affidavit,  intitled  in  the  proper 
Court,  and  purporting  to  be  sworn 
before  A.  B ,  "a  commissioner,  &c.," 
is  sufficient:  the  jurat  need  not  state 
that  he  is  a  commissioner  for  taking 
affidavits  in  that  Court.  Burdekin 
V.  Potter.  13 

(3).  Filed  on  former  Rule,  right  of 
ueing. 

A  party  shewing  cause  against  a 
rule  has  a  right  to  read  aii  affidavit  of 
his  filed  in  Court,  which  was  made  in 
support  of  a  former  application  for  a 
rule  involving  the  same  question,  and 
of  which  the  other  side  took  an  office 
copy.     Ryan  v.  Smith,  223 

(4).  To  hold  to  bail,  when  sujicientfy 
etatee  a  Debt, 

An  affidavit  to  hold  to  bail,  stating 
the  defendant  to  be  indebted  to  the 
plaintiff  in  £22  *'  on  the  balance  of 
an  account  for  goods  sold  and  deli- 
vered by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defend- 
ant : " — JETe^sufficient,  without  stating 
that  it  was  an  account  stated  between 
the  parties.    Kenrick  v,  Batiee,       22 

AMENDMENT. 

Of  Pleadings,  Time  for. 

An  q>plication  to  the  Court  to 
amend  pleadings  does  not  fall  within 
the  rule  respectbg  the  setting  aside 
proceedings  for  irregularity,  with  re- 
gard to  the  promptness  of  Uie  appli- 
cation.    Welsh  v.  Hall,  14 


APPROVEMENT. 
See  Common. 

APPROPRIATION    OF    PAY- 
MENTS. 

See  Money  had  and  receiyeo,  (1). 


ARBITRATION. 


ARBITRATION- 
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ARBITRATION. 
See  Costs,  (4). 

(1).  Authority  of  Arbitrator  to  exO' 
mine  Parties, 
Where  a  cause  is  referred  to  arbi- 
tration,  with  power  to  the  arbitrator 
to  settle  all  matters  in  difference  be- 
tween the  parties,  the  submission 
providing  also  that  the  parties  re- 
spectively are  to  be  examined  on  oatb, 
if  thought  necessary  by  him,  it  is  in 
the  discretion  of  tbe  arbitrator  to  exa- 
mine the  parties,  each  in  support  of 
his  own  case,  if  he  think  fit.  JFelU 
V.  Benskin,  45 

(2).  Award. 
1.   When  final. 

1.  A  cause  and  all  matters  in  dif- 
ference between  the  parties  (there 
being  no  matters  in  difference  ex- 
cept in  the  cause)  were  referred  bv 
order  of  Nisi  Prius  to  the  award, 
order,  arbitrament,  final  end,  and 
determination  of  A.  B.;  the  order 
providing,  that  the  verdict  should  be 
entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  da- 
mages in  the  declaration,  subject  to 
be  reduced  or  vacated,  or  instead 
thereof  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  or 
a  nonsuit  entered  according  to  his 
award.  The  arbitrator,  by  his  award, 
directed  that  the  verdict  entered  for 
the  plaintiff  should  be  vacated,  and  a 
nonsuit  entered: — Held^  ( Parke,  B., 
dissentiente),that  the  award  was  bad, 
as  not  finally  determining  the  matters 
in  difference  in  the  cause.  JFild  v. 
Holt,  161 

2.  A  declaration  on  an  agreement 
to  supply  timber  and  slates  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the  building  of  a  house, 
alleged  as  a  breach  the  non-supply 
of  the  timber  only.  The  defendant 
pleaded — 1st,  non  assumpsit;  2nd, 
that  he  did  supply  timber;  3rd,  part 
payment.  The  cause  and  all  matters 
in  difference  were  referred,  and  the 
arbitrator,  by  his  award,  after  recitmg 


that  he  had  heard  the  evidence  pro* 
doced  "  touching  the  matters  in  dif- 
ference,'* stated  that  he  made  his 
award  "  of  and  concerning  the  pre- 
mises,*' and  then  proceeded  to  find 
specially  on  each  of  the  issues  in  the 
action: — Held,  that  the  award  was 
suf&cient,  although  it  appeared  that 
there  was  a  matter  in  difference  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitrator  as  to  the  non- 
supply  of  elates.    Dunn  v.  WarUere, 
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2.  When  final — Ascertainment  of 

Costs  of  Reference. 
By  the  terms  of  an  order  of  refer- 
ence at  Nisi  Prius,  the  costs  of  the 
cause  were  to  abide  the  event,  ^*  the 
costs  of  the  reference  and  award  to 
be  in  the  arbitrator,  who  shall  aseer" 
tain  the  same:** — Held,  that  the  arbi- 
trator was  bound  to  ascertain  and  de- 
termine the  costs  of  the  reference  and 
award.     Morgan  v.  Smith,  427 

3.  When  uncertain  Or  inconsistent. 

Assumpsit  on  an  agreement  to 
build  a  house  according  to  certain 
drawings,  plans,  and  specifications, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  with  the  best  materials:  alleging 
as  breaches  that  the  defendant  did 
not  build  the  house  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  plaintiff;  and  that  he  did  not 
perform  the  work  with  the  best  ma- 
terials. Pleas,  1st,  non  assumpsit; 
2ndly,  that  the  defendant  did  the 
works  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  plain- 
tiff; 3rd,  that  before  the  breach  the 
contract  was  rescinded;  4th,  leave 
and  license;  5th,  that  the  defendant 
deviated  from  the  drawings  by  the 
direction  of  the  plaintiff's  arcmtect; 
6th,  a  plea  stating  an  agreement  be- 
tween plaintiff  and  defendant  to  build 
a  stone  wall  in  lieu  of  the  wall  men- 
tioned in  the  original  agreement;  7th, 
that  the  defendant,  by  command  of 
the  plaintiff,  erected  a  stone  wall  in- 
stead of  a  brick  wall.    The  plaintiff 
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ASSUMPSIT. 


ATTORNEY. 


took  issne  on  the  two  first  pleas,  tra- 
versed the  3rd,  6th,  and  7th,  replied 
de  injuria  to  the  4th,  and  demurred 
to  the  5th.  The  cause  was  at  the  as- 
sizes referred  to  an  arbitrator,  the 
costs  of  the  cause  and  reference  to 
abide  the  eyent;  and  he  awarded  a 
general  verdict  to  be  entered  for  the 
defendant. 

Held^  that  the  award  was  not  un- 
certain, inconsistent,  or  repugnant; 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
arbitrator  to  assess  contingent  da- 
mages on  the  demurrer,  neither  party 
having  requested  him  to  do  so,  but 
acted  as  if  the  matter  had  not  been 
Submitted  to  him. 

Heldj  also,  that  the  5th  plea  was 
bad  on  general  demurrer,  the  archi- 
tect not  bebg  shewn  to  be  the  plain- 
tiff's agent  to  bind  him  by  any  de- 
viation from  the  drawings.  Cooper 
V.  Langdon,  60 

4.  Setting  (uide. — Statement  of  Oh- 
jections  in  Bute, 

In  a  rule  nisi  for  setting  aside  an 
award,  an  objection  "  that  the  arbi« 
trator  has  not  awarded  on  a  matter  in 
difference  submitted  to  him  "  is  sufii- 
ciently  specific.     Dunn  v.  Warlters, 
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ARUEST. 

See  Insoltemt  Debtors'  Act. 
Process. 


ASSUMPSIT. 

Consideration, 

The  reputed  father  of  an  illegiti- 
mate child  promised  to  pay  the  mother 
an  annuity  if  she  would  maintain  the 
child,  and  keep  secret  their  connec- 
tion:— Held,  that  the  maintenance  of 
the  child  was  a  sufficient  considera- 
rion  to  sustain  assumpsit.  Jennings 
V.  Brown,  496 


ATTACHMENT. 

See  Sheriff. 
For  Non*payment  of  Money  pursuant 

to  Allocatur, 

How  waived. 
An  arbitrator  having  by  his  award 
ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  to  the 
plaintiff  a  sum  of  money,  the  plaintiff 
filed  an  affidavit  of  debt  in  the  Court 
of  Bankruptcy,  under  stat.  1  &  2  Vict, 
c.  110,  and  the  defendant  gave  a 
bond,  with  sureties,  conditioned  for 
payment  of  the  money,  but  omitting 
the  alternative  in  the  statute,  of  ren- 
dering himself  to  custody: — Held, 
that  the  plaintiff's  having  adopted 
this  proceeding  did  not  preclude  him 
from  applying  for  an  attachment  for 
non-performance  of  the  award  and 
rule  of  Court  thereon.  Mendell  v. 
TgrreU,  217 

ATTORNEY. 
See  Tithe  Commutation  Act,  (2). 
(1).  Communication  to,  when  privi^ 
leged. 
Where,  upon  the  sale  of  an  estate, 
the  same  attorney  was  employed  by 
the  vendor  and  by  the  purchaser,  a 
communication  from  the  purchaser  to 
the  attorney,  asking  for  time  to  pay 
the  purchase-money,  was  held  not  to 
be  privOeged.     Perry  v.  Smith,    681 

(2).  When  privileged  from  disclosing 
Clienfs  Deed, 

A  party  who  is  protected  from  pro- 
ducing a  deed  at  Nisi  Prius,  on  the 
ground  that  he  holds  it  as  a  trustee 
for  one  of  tbe  parties,  is  not  compel- 
lable to  disclose  the  contents  of  it. 

An  attorney  for  a  party  in  a  causa 
is  not  bound  to  state  the  contents  of 
a  deed,  of  which  he  first  obtained  a 
knowledge  by  having  obtained  and 
read  it,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  coun- 
sel, at  the  consultation  in  the  cause. 
{Bolfe,  B.,  dubitante.)  Davies  v. 
Waters,  608 


BANKRUPTCY. 


BEER  ACTS. 
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(3).  Taxation  of  Bill. 

Jurisdiction  of  Master  as  to  Negli- 
gence. 

On  taxation  of  an  attorney's  bill 
tbe  Master  has  no  jurisdiction  to  dis- 
allow items  on  the  ground  that  in  re- 
spect of  the  business  to  which  they 
refer,  the  attorney  was  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence. 

Where  A.  and  B.  delivered  a  bill 
in  their  joint  names  for  business  done 
as  attornies,  and  the  Master  on  tax- 
ation disallowed  part  of  the  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  B.  was  not  a  certifi- 
cated attorney  during  a  portion  of 
the  time  to  which  the  bill  referred, 
the  Court,  on  affidavit  that  B.'sname 
was  used  at  the  request  of  friends, 
but  that  he  was  really  not  a  partner 
with  A.,  allowed  A.  to  deliver  a  fresh 
bill  in  his  own  name  only  for  the 
items  so  disallowed.  Matchett  t. 
Parkes,  7^7 

BAIL. 

Exception  to,  how  waived, 

A  plaintiff  does  not  waive  his  right 
of  exception  to  bail  put  in  under  the 
Stat.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  4,  by  de- 
livering a  declaration  in  chief,  and 
consenting  to  further  time  to  plead. 
Reginay.  The  Sherif  of  Montgomery- 
shire,  448 

BANKRUPTCY. 

(1).  Operation  o/2  ^  3  Fid.  e.  29. 

To  an  action  of  trover  by  assignees 
of  a  bankrupt,  the  defendant  pleaded, 
first,  a  traverse  of  the  plaintiffs'  pro- 
perty as.  assignees;  secondly,  that 
after  the  bankruptcy,  and  before  the 
fiat,  the  plaintiffs,  as  assignees,  by 
reason  of  the  relation  of  their  title  to 
the  time  of  the  bankruptcy,  although 
not  then  appointed,  were  the  owners 
of  and  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
the  goods;  that  the  bankrupt,  subject 
only  to  their  said  title  as  assignees, 


was  possessed  of  the  goods,  and  that 
the  defendants  took  them  under  an 
execution  bon&  fide  executed  and  levied 
against  him  without  any  notice  of  any 
prior  act  of  bankruptcy.  Semble,  per 
Parke,  B.,  that  the  latter  plea  amount- 
ed only  to  an  argumentative  traverse 
of  the  possession  of  the  plaintiffs'  as- 
signees, and  therefore  that  the  two 
pleas  could  not  be  pleaded  together. 
Tur^and  v.  Hawtrey,  727 

(2).  Efect  of  Certificate  on  Land- 
lord's right  of  Distress. 

Alandlord  distrained  the  goods  of  A. 
on  his  tenant's  premises,  for  rent;  the 
tenant  afterwards  became  bankrupt, 
and  obtained  his  certificate: — Held, 
that  the  certificate  did  not  operate  as 
a  release  of  the  rent,  and  therefore 
that  the  landlord  had  a  right,  in  re- 
plevin at  the  suit  of  A.,  to  avow  for 
a  return  of  the  goods.  Newton  v. 
Scott,  434 

(3).  Right  of  Bankrupt  to  set  aside 
Verdict. 

A  defendant  who  has  become  bank- 
rupt and  obtained  his  certificate  after 
trial  and  verdict  against  him,  has  a 
right  to  set  it  aside  for  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  notice  of  trial,  although  his 
estate  is  insolvent,  and  his  assignees 
are  no  parties  to  the  application. 
Shepherd  y,  Thompson,  110 

BEAST-KEEPER. 
See  Common. 

BEER  ACTS. 

Penalties  on  Retailers  of  Beer. 

The  keeper  of  a  beer-shop,  licensed 
«nder  1  Will.  4,  c.  64,  and  4  &  .5  Will. 
4,  c.  84,  is  liable  to  the  penalties  im- 
posed by  56  Geo.  3,  c.  58,  s.  2,  for 
having  in  his  possession  any  of  the 
prohibited  articles  therein  specified,  or 
any  other  article  or  preparation  to  be 
used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  or  hops. 


848        BILLS  AND  NOTES. 

In  order  to  render  such  a  person 
liable  to  those  penalties,  for  having 
in  his  possession  any  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  56  Geo.  3,  c.  58, 
a.  2,  it  is  unnecessary  to  aver  or 
prove,  either  that  the  party  had  them 
in  his  possession  to  be  used  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  malt  or  hops,  or  that  he 
had  them  in  his  possession  with  any 
criminal  intention.  But  where  the 
information  is,  for  having  in  his  pos- 
session any  article  not  designated  by 
name  in  that  section,  it  is  necessary 
to  shew  that  it  was  intended  to  be 
used  as  a  substitute  for  malt  and 
hpps  in  the  making  of  beer.  The  At- 
tomey-General  v.  Loekwood,        378 

BENEFICE. 
{See  Curate. 

Dilapidations. 

BILLS  AND  NOTES. 

jSe^LiMiTATiONS,  Statute  of,  (1). 
Pleading,  III.  (2),  (10);  IV. 

I.  Pramiaeory  Note  payable  on  de* 
mand^  Negotiability  of, 

A  promissory  note,  payable  on  de< 
mand,  cannot  be  treated  as  over-due, 
so  as  to  affect  an  indorsee  with  any 
equities  against  the  indorser,  merely 
because  it  is  indorsed  a  number  of 
Tears  afler  its  date,  and  no  interest 
had  been  paid  on  it  for  several  years 
before  $uch  indorsement.  Brooke  v. 
Mitchell,  15 

II.  Acceptance  by  Partner,  when  it 
binds  the  Firm. 

A  partner  has  no  implied  authority 
by  law  to  bind  his  co- partners  by  his 
acceptance  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  ex- 
cept by  an  acceptance  in  the  true  style 
of  the  partnership. 

Therefore,  where  a  firm  consisted 
of  J.  B.  &  C.  H.,  the  partnership 
name  being  "  J.  B."  only,  and  C.  H. 
accepted  a  bill  in  the  name  of  "  J.  B. 
&  Co.,"  it  was  h»ld  that  J.  B.  was 
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not  bound  thereby.     Kirk  r.  Blur- 
ton,  284 

III.  Right  of  Action  against  Drawer 
on  Non-acceptance, 
The  holder  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  on 
non-acceptance,  and  protest  and  notice 
thereon,  has  an  immediate  right  of 
action  against  the  drawer,  and  does 
not  acquire  a  fresh  right  of  action  on 
the  non-payment  of  the  bill  when  due. 
The  Statute  of  Limitations,  therefore, 
runs  against  him  from  the  former  and 
not  from  the  latter  period.  fFkite- 
headv.  Walker,  506 

lY.  Actions  on, 

(1).  Debt,  when  maintainable  on  Bill 
of  Exchange, 

"Where  the  drawer  of  a  bill  indorses 
it  in  blank,  and  delivers  it  to  A.,  who 
passes  it  without  a  fresh  indorsement 
to  B.,  B.  cannot  maintain  an  action  of 
debt  on  it  against  the  drawer.  Leunn 
V.  Edwards,  720 

(2).  Pleadings. 

1.  Allegation  of  Promise  to  pay. 

In  an  action  by  the  indorsee  against 
the  drawer  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  the 
omission  of  a  promise  by  the  drawer 
to  pay  is  at  most  merely  matter  of 
form,  which  can  only  be  taken  advan- 
tage of  on  special  demurrer. 

And  semble,  the  allegation  of  a  pro- 
mise is  in  such  a  case  altogether  un- 
necessary.    Stericker  v.  Barker,  321 

2.  Statement  of  Bill  drawn  by  Firm. 
1.  Declaration  by  indorsee  against 
acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  stated  it 
to  be  drawn  by  ^*  certain  persons  using 
the  name,  style,  and  firm  of  M.  & 
Co.,"  and  that  "  the  said  M.  &  Co." 
indorsed  it.  Semble,  that  this  was  not 
a  sufficient  description,  as  it  did  not 
shew  that  M.  &  Co.  drew  or  indorsed 
the  bill  in  that  name.  Ball  v.  Cror" 
don,  345 

2.  Declaration  by  indorsee  against 


BOND. 


CHEQUE. 
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acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  stated 
it  to  be  drawn  "  by  certain  persons,  by 
and  under  the  name,  style,  and  firm 
of  G.  &  Son,''  and  that  « the  said  per- 
sons, by  and  under  the  said  name, 
-  "^tyle,  and  firm  of  G.&  Son,"  indorsed 
it: — Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that 
this  was  a  sufficient  description  of  the 
drawers  and  indorsers.  IHgar  v.  Chr- 
don,  347 

(3).  When  Plaint^  bound  to  prove 
Consideration. 

Where  a  material  fact  alleged  in 
pleading  is  not  traversed  by  the  sub- 
sequent pleading,  it  is  not  therefore 
admitted  as  a  fact,  so  as  to  dispense 
with  proof  of  it  before  the  jury. 

To  a  declaration  in  assumpsit  by 
indorsee  against  maker  of  a  promis- 
sory note,  the  defendant  pleaded,  that 
the  note  was  indorsed  and  delivered 
to  the  plaintiff  by  his  indorser,  in 
violation  of  good  faith,  and  in  fhiud 
and  contempt  of  an  order  for  referring 
the  claim  of  that  indorser  to  arbitra- 
tion; and  that  the  plaintiff  took  the 
note  with  full  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
mises. The  plaintiff  replied  that  he 
had  not,  when  he  took  the  note,  any 
knowledge  of  the  premises  in  the  plea 
mentioned.  Issue  thereon: — Held, 
that  upon  these  pleadings  the  defend- 
ant was  bound  to  begin  at  the  trial, 
and  to  prove  the  plaintiff's  knowledge 
of  the  fraud;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was 
not  bound  in  the  first  instance  to 
prove  consideration  given  for  the  in- 
dorsement to  him.     Smitk  v.  Martin, 

304 

BOND. 

See  Principal  and  Surety,  (2). 

(1).  Construction  of  Condition. 

The  condition  of  a  bond,  after  re- 
citing that  one  A.  B.  had  filed  a  bfll 
in  Chancery  against  several  persons 
(naming  them)  and  the  now  defend- 
ant,as  defendants,  was,  that  the  now 


defendant  should  pay  all  such  costs  as 
the  Court  of  Chancery  should  award 
to  all  the  said  defendants: — Held, 
that  the  construction  of  this  condition 
was,  that  the  defendant  should  pay 
the  costs  awarded  to  all  or  any  of  the 
defendants  except  himself.  Vesey  v. 
ManteU,  323 

(2).  Payment  into  Court  in  Action 
on,  not  pleadable. 

Payment  of  money  into  Court,  un- 
der the  4  &  5  Anne,  c.  16,  s.  13,  in 
discharge  of  principal  and  interest  on 
a  bond,  and  costs,  cannot  be  pleaded 
to  an  action  on  the  bond.  England 
V.  Watson,  333 

(3).  Liability  of  Devisee  on  Bond  of 
Testator, 

Where  the  obligor  of  a  bond,  having 
devised  his  land,  died  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Stat.  1  Will.  4,  c.  47:— 
Held^  that  the  specialty  creditor  could 
not  maintain  an  action  against  the 
devisee  alone,  there  being  no  heir, 
under  3  W.  &  M.  c.  14,  s.  3,  Hunt- 
ing V.  Sheldrake,  256 

CARRIER. 
See  Stoppagb  in  Transitu. 

TflNDER. 


CHARTER. 
See  Coroner. 

CHEQUE. 

Post-dated,  Admissibility  of 

A  post-dated  cheque  is  altogether 
void,  and  cannot  be  received  in  evi- 
dence for  any  purpose.  Therefore, 
the  plaintiff  cannot,  in  an  action  on 
such  an  instrument,  resort  to  the 
count  for  money  paid,  because  he  can- 
not prove  it  without  producing  the 
cheque.    Serle  v.  Norton,  309 
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COMMON. 

Approvement. —  Erection  of  Houses 
for  Beast-keeper  and  Woodward. 

An  owner  pur  autre  vie  of  a  com- 
mon Diaj  approve  under  the  statutes 
20  H.3,  c.  4,  and  13  Ed.  I,  st.  1,  c. 46. 

The  owner  of  a  common  may  erect 
thereon  a  house  necessary  for  the  ha- 
bitation of  beast-keepers  for  the  care 
of  the  cattle,  of  himself  and  the  other 
persons  having  rights  of  common 
there.  So  he  may  erect  a  house  ne- 
cessary for  the  habitation  of  a  wood- 
ward, to  protect  the  woods  and  the 
underwoods  on  the  common. 

A  plea  justifying  the  erection  of  a 
house  for  such  beast-keepers  need  not 
state  the  names  of  the  other  common- 
ers, nor  that  they  assented  to  the 
appointment  of  beast-keepers. 

To  an  action  on  the  case  for  a  con- 
tinuing disturbance  of  common,  the 
defendant  pleaded  an  apportionment 
of  the  locus  in  quo,  "  leaving  sufficient 
common  of  pasture  for  the  said  plain* 
tiff  and  all  other  persons  entitled 
thereto,  together  with  sufficient  ingress 
and  egress  to  and  from  the  same,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  the  statute, 
&c. : " — Heldy  thatthe  plea  sufficiently 
shewed  that  enough  of  common  was 
left  at  the  time  of  the  approvement, 
and  in  the  place  where  the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  enjoy  it.  Patrick  v. 
Stubbs,  830 

COMPOSITION  DEED. 
See  Debtor  and  Crsditor. 

CONTRACT  OF  SALE. 

See  Frauds,  Statute  of,  (1). 
Pleading,  III.,  (9). 

(1).  Of  Goods. 

1 .  Right  of  Purchaser  to  shew  Defects 
in  Quality  of 
The  plaintiffs  agreed  with  the  de- 
fendants to  manufacture  for  them  cer- 
tain locomotive  engines,  under  the 


following  contract:  "Each  engine  and 
tender  to  be  subject  to  a  performance 
of  a  distance  of  1,000  miles,  with  pro- 
per loads;  during  which  trial  Messrs. 
S.  &  Co.  (the  plaintiffs)  are  to  be 
liable  to  any  breakage  which  may 
occur,  if  arising  from  defective  mate- 
rials or  workmanship;  but  they  are 
not  to  be  responsible  for  nor  liable  to 
the  repair  of  any  breakage  or  damage, 
whether  resulting  from  collision,  neg- 
lect, or  mismanagement  of  any  of  the 
company's  servants,  or  any  other  cir- 
cumstances, save  and  except  defective 
materials  or  workmanship.  The  per- 
formance to  which  each  engine  is  to  be 
subjected,  to  take  place  within  one 
month  from  the  day  on  which  the 
engine  is  reported  ready  to  start;  in 
default  of  which,  Messrs.  S.  &  Co.  shall 
forthwith  be  released  from  any  respon- 
sibility in  respect  of  the  said  engine; 
the  balance  to  be  paid  on  the  satis- 
factory completion  of  the  trial,  and 
release  of  Messrs.  S.  &  Co.  from  fur- 
ther responsibility  in  respect  of  such 
engine."  It  was  also  agreed,  that  the 
fire-boxes  should  be  made  of  copper, 
of  the  thickness  of  7-1 6ths  of  an  inch 
(and  they  were  accordinglv  so  made); 
and  that  the  best  materials  and  work- 
manship were  to  be  used.  The  engines 
were  accordingly  delivered  to  the  de- 
fendants, and  performed  the  distance 
of  1,000  miles  within  the  month  of 
trial,  but  nine  months  afterwards  the 
fire-box  of  one  of  them  burst,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  the  copper  had 
been  considerably  reduced  in  thick- 
ness:— Held,  in  an  action  against  the 
defendants  for  the  balance  due  from 
them,  that  they  could  not  give  evi- 
dence of  an  inherent  defect  in  the 
copper  (no  fraud  being  alleged),  since, 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
month's  trial,  if  satisfactory,  was  to 
release  the  plaintiffs  from  all  respon- 
sibility in  respect  of  bad  materials  and 
bad  workmanship.  Sharp  v.  The 
Great  Western  Railway  Con^ny,  7 
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2.  **  To  arrive,*'  Canttrueium  of. 

The  defendant^  by  a  boaght  and 
sold  note,  agreed  to  sell  the  plaintiffs 
'« 100  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda,  at  18«. 
per  cwt.,  to  arrive  ex  Daniel  Grant, 
to  be  taken  from  the  quay  at  landing 
weights,"  &c. ;  and  below  the  signa^ 
ture  of  the  brokers  there  was  the  fol- 
lowing memorandum:  *' Should  the 
vessel  be  lost,  this  contract  to  be  void:" 
— Held,  that  the  contract  did  not 
amount  to  a  warranty  on  the  part  of 
Che  seller,  that  the  nitrate  of  soda 
should  arriye  if  the  vessel  arrivei,  but 
to  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  at 
A  fiiture  period,  subject  to  the  double 
condition,  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessel, 
with  the  specified  cargo  on  board. 
Johtuon  V.  Maedonald,  600 

3.  Memorandum  in  Broket^e  Book, 
when  Evidence  of. 

Assumpsit  for  goods  sold  and  de- 
livered. It  appeared  at  the  trial  that 
a  broker,  employed  by  the  plaintiffs  to 
sell  200  casks  of  tallow,  sold  50  to 
the  defendant,  and  the  remainder  to 
two  other  parties  to  be  delivered  some 
months  subsequently  to  the  sale.  In 
the  bought  note  he  described  the 
transaction  as  a  purchase  of  50  casks 
for  "his  principals,"  i.  e.  the  buyers; 
and  in  the  sold  note,  as  a  sale  of  200 
casks  sold  to  his  principals.  In  his 
book  he  stated  the  defendant  as  the 
purchaser  of  50  casks,  and  the  two 
other  parties  as  purchasers  of  the  rc- 
mainder.  There  was  no  disclosure  of 
the  principals  on  either  side.  About 
the  time  appointed  for  the  delivery, 
the  broker  urged  the  defendant  to  buy 
1 00  other  casks  of  a  third  person,  and 
on  the  latter  objecting  to  do  so,  on  the 
ground  that  the  50  casks  already  con- 
tracted for  by  hiin  would  soon  be  de- 
livered, offered  to  ''put.  off"  those 
casks.  The  50  casks  were  never 
actually  delivered  to  the  defendant. 

VOL.  IX. 


It  was  objected,  on  this  evidence,  that 
the  plaintiffs  ought  to  be  nonsuited  on 
two  grounds:  first,  that  inasmuch  as 
there  was  a  variance  between  the 
bought  and  sold  notes,  the  broker's 
book  not  being  evidence  of  the  con- 
tract, there  was  no  valid  contract;  se- 
condly, that  there  was  nothing  to 
shew  any  delivery  of  the  50  casks  to 
the  defendant.  The  learned  Judge 
being  of  that  opinion  nonsuited  the 
plaintiffs: — Held,  that  the  nonsuit 
was  wrong  on  the  second  ground,  it 
being  a  question  for  the  jury,  whether 
the  words  "put  off"  meant  a  sale  of 
the  goods  to  a  third  person  by  the 
broker  on  account  of  tne  defendant, 
or  a  postponement  of  the  delivery 
with  or  without  the  consent  of  the 
plaintiff. 

Quare,  whether  the  memorandum 
of  a  sde  in  the  broker's  book,  signed 
by  him,  b  admissible  as  evidence  of 
the  contract,  to  satisfy  the  Statute  of 
Frauds,  in  cases  where  there  is  no 
other  contract,  or  where  the  bought 
and  sold  notes  disagree.  Thornton  v. 
Charlee,  802 

COPYRIGHT. 

0/  Engraving, 

In  an  action  on  the  case,  for  pirat- 
ing an  engraving,  brought  under  the 
Stat.  17  Geo.  3,  c.  57,  which  gives  a 
right  of  action  against  any  one  who 
shall  copy  any  print  "  in  the  whole  or 
in  part,  by  varying,  adding  to,  or  di- 
minishing from,  the  main  design," 
the  judge  directed  the  jury  to  consi- 
der whether  the  defendant's  engraving 
was  substantiallv  a  copy  of  the  plain- 
tiff's:—i/eW,  that  this  direction  was 
correct.     Moore  v.  Clarke,  692 

CORONER. 

OJice  of,  hy  what  Worde  granted^ 
Construetion  of  Charter  ^Evidence. 

By  charter  of  the  23  Edw.  3,  the 
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CORONER. 


COSTS. 


Ring  granted  to  the  Earl  (afterwards 
Duke)  of  Lancaster  (inter  alia),  that 
he  might  have  the  retarn  of  all  writs 
of  the  King  and  his  heirs^  and  sum- 
mons of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  aU 
taehment  as  well  ofpleaa  of  the  Crown 
[attachiamenta  de  placitis  coronae]  as 
of  other  pleas  whatsoever,  in  all  his 
lands  and  fees,  so  that  no  sheriff  or 
other  bailiff  or  minister  of  the  King, 
or  his  heirs,  might  enter  those  lands 
or  fees  to  execute  the  same  writs  and 
summons,  or  to  make  attachment  of 
pleas  of  the  Crown,  or  other  pleas 
aforesaid,  or  to  do  any  other  office 
there,  unless  in  default  of  the  same 
Earl  and  his  bailiffs  and  ministers  in 
his  lands  and  fees  aforesaid: — Held, 
that  thereby  the  right  to  appoint 
coroners  within  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster was  granted,  and  that  such 
right  was  an  exclusive  one :  that, 
therefore,  notwithstanding  modem 
usage  to  the  contrary,  the  county 
coroner  had  no  authority  to  exercise 
the  office  within  any  of  the  posses- 
sions of  the  duchy,  concurrently  with 
the  duchy  coroners,  nor  unless  in 
default  of  their  performance  of  the 
office. 

Upon  a  question  whether  the  Crown, 
in  right  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
had  the  exclusive  right,  under  the 
above  grant,  of  appointing  a  coroner 
within  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  evi- 
dence of  appointments  of  coroners, 
and  of  their  acting,  in  other  parts  of 
the  duchy,  out  of  the  honour  of  Pon- 
tefract, was  held  admissible. 

By  an  order  made  in  1 670,  by  the 
Chancellor  and  Council  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster,  after  reciting  that  the 
Court  was  informed  that  the  coroner 
within  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  par* 
eel  of  the  duchy,  had  usually  returned 
their  inquests  to  the  Crown  Office, 
without  taking  notice  therein  that 
they  arose  within  the  liberties  of  the 
duchy,  it  was  ordered  that  the  coroners 
should  thenceforward  specify  in  their 


returns  when  and  where  the  inquests 
were  held: — Held  admissible  in  evi- 
dence, although  no  proof  was  given  of 
any  thing  done  under  it.  Jeinson  v. 
Dyson,  540 

COSTS. 

See  Arbitration,  (2),  3. 
Foreign  Judgment. 
Interpleader  Acts. 

(1).  0/ several  Issues. 

1 .  Where  several  pleas  are  pleaded, 
and  6ne  of  them,  which  amounts  to 
an  answer  to  the  whole  cause  of  ac- 
tion, is  found  for  the  defendant,  and 
others  for  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  is 
entitled  to  the  costs  of  the  issues 
found  for  him,  including  a  portion  of 
the  briefs  and  counsel's  fees.  Hazle- 
wood  V.  Back,  1 

2.  Memorandum,  842 

(2).  Of  Proof  of  Document. 

A  party  who  proposes  to  adduce  in 
evidence  a  document  at  the  trial,  is 
bound  in  every  case,  in  order  to  en- 
title himself  to  the  costs  of  proving  it» 
to  give  a  notice  to  admit,  under  R.  20 
of  IL  T.  4  Will.  4,  to  afford  the  other 
party  an  opportunity  of  admitting  it, 
notwithstanding  the  document  is  put 
in  issue  on  the  pleadings,  and  al- 
though, on  application  to  the  attor- 
ney .on  the  other  side,  he  had  refused 
to  make  the  admission  on  the  ground 
that  the  document  was  a  forgery. 
Spencer  v.  Barough,  425 

(3).  Double  Costs  under  II  Geo.  2, 
c.  19. 

Where  a  defendant  pays  money  in- 
to Court,  in  an  action  for  an  illegal 
distress,  and  the  plaintiff  replies  da- 
mages ultra,  on  which  issue  the  de- 
fendant succeeds,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
double  costs  under  stat.  1 1  Greo.  2, 
c.  10,  s.  21.      Handcock  v.  Foulkes, 
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COSTS. 


COVENANT. 
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(4).  On  Reference,  after  new  Trial 
granted* 
After  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  obtained  a  rule  for  a  new 
trial,  which  was  made  absolnte,  no 
mention  being  made  of  costs.  The 
parties  then  agreed  to  a  reference,  and 
the  order  of  reference  stipulated  that 
the  costs  were  to  abide  the  event. 
The  arbitrator  having  decided  the 
cause  in  favour  of  the  defendant: — 
Held,  that  the  defendant  was  not  en- 
titled to  the  costs  of  the  trial.  Thomaa 
V.  HaxokeBj  53 

(5).  In  Treepass, 

Operation  o/4  f  5  Fid.  c.  28. 

The  Stat.  4  &  5  Vict.  c.  28,  s.  2, 
applies  to  cases  in  which  the  plaintiff 
had  not  only  obtained  a  verdict,  but 
had  signed  judgment  and  taxed  his 
costs,  before  the  passing  of  that  act. 
Roadknight  v.  Green,  652 

(6).  When  taxable  on  higher  Scale. 

In  an  action  of  debt,  in  which  the 
writ  of  summons  was  indorsed  for  £57, 
the  defendant  pleaded,  as  to  all  but 
£19,  payment;  as  to  the  £19,  pay- 
ment into  Court.  At  the  trial  he 
proved  payment  to  the  plaintiff  of  all 
the  debt  beyond  the  £19;  but  it  ap- 
peared that  a  sum  of  £13  was  paid 
after  action  brought.  The  verdict 
was  thereupon  entered  for  £13,  the 
plaintiff  undertaking  to  sue  out  exe- 
cution for  the  costs  only: — Held, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  costs 
to  be  taxed  on  the  scale  applicable  to 
a  recovery  of  a  sum  above  £20.  Few- 
ster  V.  Boggett,  20 

(7).  Under  Court  of  Requests'  Act, 
Where  an  action  was  brought  for  a 
sum  of  5/.  12«.,  and  the  defendant 
paid  into  Court  the  sum  of  4/.  ISs.^d,, 
which  the  plaintiff  took  out  in  full 
satisfaction  of  his  demand,  and  en- 
tered a  nolle  prosequi  as  to  the  resi- 


due:— Held,  that  the  acceptance  by 
the  plaintiff  of  the  smaller  sum  was 
not  of  itself  sufficient  evidence  that 
no  more  was  due,  so  as  to  entitle  the 
defendant  to  enter  a  suggestion  under 
a  Court  of  Requests*  Act,  giving  juris- 
diction over  debts  to  the  amount  of 
£5. 

The  form  of  the  plea  of  payment  of 
money  into  Court  does  not  preclude  a 
defendant  from  applying  to  enter  a 
sug^stion  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of 
costs.     Jorden  v.  Berwick,  3 

COURT  OF  REQUESTS. 

See  Costs,  (7). 

Municipal  Corporation  Act. 

The  sheriff  or  other  inferior  judge 
to  whom  a  writ  of  trial  is  directed 
out  of  a  superior  court  has  no  au- 
thority to  certify,  under  the  Tower 
Hamlets  Court  of  Requests'  Act,  23 
Geo.  2,  c.  30,  s.  8,  that  there  was  a 
probable  and  reasonable  cause  of  ac- 
tion for  AQs,  or  more. 

A  party  who  sues  in  a  superior 
court  a  defendant  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Tower  Hamlets 
Court  of  Requests*  Act,  for  a  debt 
being  the  balance  of  account  on  a  de- 
mand originally  exceeding  £5,  but  re- 
duced below  that  amount  by  payments 
before  action  brought,  is  not  liable  to 
costs,  though  he  recover  less  than 
40«.     EUley  v.  Kirby,  536 

COVENANT, 

Construction  of —  Condition — Prece- 
dent, 

In  covenant,  the  declaration  stated, 
that  it  was  covenanted  and  agreed  be- 
tween the  plaintiff  as  lessor,  and  the 
defendants  as  lessees,  of  certain  coal 
mines,  that  the  plaintiff  should,  when 
he  thought  fit,  employ  a  fit  and  pro- 
per person  at  each  machine  for  weigh- 
ing the  coals,  who  should  weigh  the 
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same  and  keep  the  acccmiitSy  and  that 
hia  wages  should  be  paid  by  the  de- 
fendants ;  bat  that  in  case  soeh  per- 
son should  not  dulj  attend  at  the  ma- 
chine, and  duly  keep  the  necessaiy 
aooountSy  the  defendants  were  antho- 
rized  to  discharge  him.  It  then  ayer- 
led  that  the  plaintiff  appointed  J.  H., 
being  a  fit  and  proper  person,  and  al- 
lied as  a  breach,  that  the  ddendants 
refused  to  pay  him  his  wages.  The 
defendants  pleaded,  that  J.  H.  was 
not  a  fit  and  proper  person,  that  he 
had  not  didy  attended  to  the  machme, 
and  had  not  dnly  kept  the  necessary 
acdounts.  At  the  trial,  it  was  proved 
that  J.  H.  had  been  appointed,  and 
had  attended  for  three  months,  after 
which  period  he  was  dismissed  as  in- 
competent by  the  defendants : — Held, 
that  the  pliuntiff  was  not  entitled  to 
judgment  non  obstante  veredicto:  the 
appointment  of  a  fit  and  proper  per- 
son being  a  condition  precedent  to  the 
defendants'  liabiUty  to  pay  wages. 
Lawton  ▼.  Sutton,  795 

COVENANT  TO  REPAIR. 

Liability  ofOeaqner  under  Agreement 
fir  LeoMe. 

By  agreement,  dated  20th  October, 
1S24,  reciting  a  former  agreement  in 
1819,  for  the  grant  of  a  lease  of  copy- 
hold premises  to  A.  B.  for  twenty-one 
years,  from  the  25  th  of  March,  1820, 
and  that  A.  B.  had  reauested,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  agreed,  tnatthe  defend- 
ant should  be  accepted  as  tenant,  and 
a  lease  should  be  granted  to  him  in- 
stead of  to  A.  B.,  on  the  same  terms; 
and  that  the  plaintiff  was  desirous  to 
let  the  premises  to  the  defendant  so 
soon  as  a  good  license  for  that  pur- 
nose  should  be  granted  to  him  by  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  but  not  before : 
the  plaintiff,  in  consideration  of  the 
Gpyenants  and  agreements  thereinafter 
contained  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 


covenanted  that  he  would,  so  sooo  as 
a  good  license  for  that  purpose  should 
have  been  procured  by  him  from  the 
lord,  at  the  defendant's  expense,  lease 
the  premises  to  the  defendant  for  all 
the  residue  then  unexpired  of  the  term 
of  twenty-one  years  from  the  25th  of 
March,  1820,  &c.:  and  the  defendant 
thereby  covenanted,  from  thenceforth 
yearly  during  the  remainder  to  come 
of  the  said  term,  to  pay  the  plaintiff 
the  rent,  and  also  that  he  woidd /tom 
time  to  time  during  the  term  to  be 
granted  as  a/oreiaid,  keep  the  pre- 
mises in  repair,  &c.  &c.  The  agree- 
ment contained  also  a  covenant  by  the 
plaintiff  for  quiet  enjoyment  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  and  performance  of 
the  covenants.  The  defendant  entered 
upon  the  premises,  and  occupied  them 
until  the  expiration  of  twenty-oneyears 
from  the  25th  of  March,  1820  :— 
Held,  that  he  was  liable  on  the  cove- 
nant foV  repair,  althou£^  no  lease  had 
ever  been  made  to  him  pursuant  to 
the  agreement,  nor  any  license  ob- 
tained from  the  lord  for  that  purpose. 
Pittar  V.  Cater,  315 

CURATE. 

Appointed  during  Faeancy  ofBene/ee, 
Payment  of. 

Where  a  curate  is  appointed  by  the 
special  sequestrators  of  the  bishop  of 
the  diocese,  to  serve  the  cure  of  a  be- 
nefice during  the  vacation  between  the 
death  of  the  last  and  the  appointment 
of  the  next  incumbent,  he  may,  al- 
though not  licensed  by  the  bishop,  and 
notwithstanding  the  stat.  1  &  2  Yict. 
c.  106,  recover  his  reasonable  stipend 
in  an  action  of  debt  under  28  Hen.  8, 
ell,  from  the  next  incumbent;  the 
tithes  which  accrued  during  the  in- 
terval not  being  sufficient  to  pay  him 
a  reasonable  stipend.    Bakint  v.  8ea^ 
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DAMAGES. 

See  Principal  and  Surety,  (I). 
Trespass,  (2),  (3). 

DEBTOR  AND  CREDITOR. 

Liability  of  favoured  Creditor  under 
Composition  Deed, 

The  plaintiff,  being  insolvent,  pro- 
posed to  his  creditors  to  pay  them  a 
composition  of  10«.  in  the  pound,  to 
be  secured  bj  his  acceptances.  All 
the  creditors  agreed  to  the  arrange- 
ment except  the  defendant,  who  re- 
fused to  execute  the  agreement  unless 
he  were  paid  the  additional  sum  of  2«. 
in  the  pound  on  his  debt.  A  cheque 
for  that  amount  was  accordingly  given 
him  by  a  relation  of  the  plaintiff,  with- 
out the  plaintiff's  knowledge,  and  he 
then  signed  the  agreement,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  plaintiff  his  accept- 
ances for  the  10«.  composition.  Sem^ 
hie,  that,  under  these  circimistances, 
the  plaintiff,  if  he  were  compelled  to 
pay  the  bills  at  maturity  to  bon4  fide 
indorsees,  to.  whom  they  had  been 
transferred  by  the  defendant  for  value, 
might  recover  back  from  the  defen- 
dant the  excess  received  by  him  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  composition. 
Bradshaw  v.  Bradehaw,  29 

DEED. 
CoMtruetion  of  Release  in. 

To  an  action  of  covenant  by  a  joint- 
stock  banking  copartnership,  on  a 
guarantee  given  by  the  defendant  to 
secure  advances  made  by  the  company 
to  M.,  M.,  and  B.,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness under  the  name  of  M.  &  Co., 
the  defendant  pleaded,  that,  by  in- 
denture between  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B., 
of  the  first  part,  W.,  H.,  and  O.,  of 
the  second  part,  and  the  several  per- 
sons or  partnership  firms  who  should 
execute  the  said  indenture,  being  cre- 
ditors of  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  of 
the  third  part,  H.  being  a  member 


and  partner  in 'the  said  banking  co- 
partnership, released  M.,  M.,  L.,  and 
B.,  from  sll  actions,  debts,  &c.  The 
defendant,  in  support  of  his  plea,  gave 
in  evidence  a  composition  deed,  made 
between  M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  of  the 
first  part,  W.,  H.,  and  O.,  of  the  se- 
cond part,  and  the  several  persons  or 
partnership  firms,  being  creditors  of 
M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  who  should  have 
executed  or  who  should  execute  the 
said  composition  deed,  of  the  third 
part.  The  deed,  afler  reciting  that 
M.,  M.,  L.,  and  B.,  were  indebted  to 
W.,  H.,  and  O.,  and  to  the  several 
parties  to  the  deed  of  the  third  part, 
and  being  unable  to  pay  the  said 
debts,  had  conveyed  all  their  property 
and  effects  to  W.,  H.,  and  O.,  in  trust 
for  payment  of  their  debts,  stated, 
that  in  consideration  thereof,  each  of 
the  said  creditors,  parties  to  the  said 
deed  of  the  second  and  third  parts, 
did  for  themselves,  their  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, &c.,  and  partners,  release  M., 
M.,  L.,  and  B.,  from  all  actions,  debts, 
demands,  &c.  At  the  date  of  this 
release,  a  separate  debt  of  21. 15«.  was 
due  from  M.  to  H.,  and  H.,  at  the 
date  of  the  release,  was  a  shareholder 
in  the  joint-stock  banking  copartner- 
ship. H.  executed  the  deed  in  his 
own  name: — Held,  that  the  plea  was 
not  proved,  the  release  from  M.,  M., 
L.,  and  B.,  not  including  the  debt  due 
from  M.  &  Co.  to  the  ioint-stock 
banking  company,  but  applying  only 
to  debts  due  to  such  partnership  firms 
as  should  execute  the  deed  of  the  third 
part.     Bain  v.  Cooper,  701 

DETINUE. 
See  Pleading,  III.,  7. 

DEVISE. 

(1).  Estate  in  Fee  by  Implication, 

A  testator,  being  possessed  of  es- 
tates in  the  counties  of  L.  and  H.,  be- 
queathed oertainlegacies  and  annuities 
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to  his  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
The  will  then  proceeded  thus:  "  That 
my  wife,  M.  C,  may  he  left  in  as 
comfortable  a  situation  as  possible,  I 
bequeath  to  her  for  her  natural  life« 
the  possession  of  my  house  in  Stanley- 
place,  Chester,  together  with  the  use 
of  the  plate,  linen,  &c.,  and  all  the 
joint  property  in  houses  in  Liverpool, 
and  likewise  of  interest  of  money  as 
often  as  due,  arising  from  the  £3  and 
£4  per  cents.,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  during  her  natural  Ufe,  save 
and  except  the  clauses  in  favour  of 
my  daughters,  as  already  mentioned; 
at  her  decease,  it  is  my  will  and  plea- 
sure that  M.  N.,  and  C.  C,  (his 
daughters),  shall  divide  equally  be- 
tween them,  as  residuary  legateeB^ 
whatever  I  may  die  possessed  of,  ex- 
except  what  is  already  mentioned  in 
favour  of  others."  The  will^  after 
giving  the  executors  the  power  of 
selling  certain  leasehold  houses  in 
Liverpool,  concluded  thus  :  ••  But 
the  house  in  Chester  must  not  be  sold 
as  long  as  my  wife  lives:** — Held^ 
that  the  residuary  legatees  took  the 
estates  in  L.  and  U.  for  an  estate  in 
fee-simple,  commencing  at  the  death 
of  the  wife,  and  that  they  took  the 
Stanley-place  house  in  fee-simple  in 
remainder,  expectant  on  the  death  of 
the  wife.  Held,  also,  that  the  wife 
did  not  take  any  interest  for  life  by 
implication,  in  the  estates  in  L.  and 
H.     Davenport  v.  Coltman,  481 

(2).  0/ Estate  pur  autre  Fie. 

Where  a  lessee  of  lands  demised  to 
him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  lives, 
devised  the  premises  for  the  residue 
of  the  term  to  W.  J.  L.  and  his  as- 
signs, who  died  intestate: — Held, 
that  the  premises  did  not  go  to  the 
heir  of  W.  J.  L.,  but  to  his  personal 
representative,  under  the  Statute  of 
Frauds,  29  Car.  2,  c.  3,  s.  12.  Doe 
d.  Lewis  v.  Lewis,  662 


DILAPIDATIONS. 

On  Exchange  of  Livings,  Liability  far. 

Two  clergymen  being  possessed  of 
livings,  agreed  to  exchange  the  one 
for  the  other,  with  the  consent  of 
their  respective  patrons,  and  the  liv- 
ings were  accordingly  resigned  into 
the  hands  of  the  bishop,  and  each 
party  respectively  was  inducted  into 
the  other  of  them.  There  was  no 
specific  agreement  entered  into  upon 
the  subject  of  dilapidations,  but  it 
was  foimd  that  neither  party  at  the 
time  contemplated  any  claim  for  di- 
lapidations:— Held,  in  an  action  by 
one  of  the  incumbents  against  the 
other,  as  his  successor,  for  dilapida- 
tions, that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  recover.     Downes  v.  Craig,      166 

DISTRESS. 

See  Bankruptcy,  (2). 
Costs,  (3). 

DUCHY  OF  LANCASTER. 
See  Coroner. 

EJECTMENT. 

Judgment  against  Casual  Ejector. 

It  is  not  too  late  to  move  for  judg- 
ment against  the  casual  ejector,  in 
the  term  following  that  in  which  the 
tenants  have  had  notice  to  appear; 
whether  the  cause  be  a  town  or  coun- 
try cause.     Doe  d.  Walker  v.  Roe, 

426 

ESTATE  AT  WILL. 
See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  (1). 

ESTATE  PUR  AUTRE  VIE. 
See  Devise,  (2). 

EVIDENCE. 

See  Attorney,  (1),  (2). 
Coroner. 
Witness. 


EVIDENCE. 


EVIDENCE. 
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(1).  Secondary  Evidence — Notice  to 
produce, 

1.  In  trover  against  a  carrier,  where 
the  question  was  whether  the  goods 
were  rightfully  detained  hj  the  de- 
fendant in  satisfaction  of  a  general 
lien :  —  Held,  that  parol  evidence 
could  not  he  given  of  the  contents  of 
a  portable  notice,  hung  up  in  the  de- 
fendant's office,  containing  a  state« 
ment  that  all  goods  carried  by  the 
defendant  were  to  be  subject  to  such 
general  lien»  but  that  the  notice  itself 
must  be  produced. 

Held,  also,  that  evidence  of  bills 
delivered  to  the  plaintiff,  containing 
a  similar  statement,  could  not  be  re- 
ceived without  a  notice  to  produce  the 
bills.     Jones  v.  Tarleton,  675 

2.  A  notice  to  produce  was  served 
on  the  defendant's  attorney  at  his  re- 
sidence, twenty  miles  from  the  place 

■  of  trial,  at  eight  p.  m.  on  the  night 
before  the  trial.  The  defendant  re- 
sided in  the  same  town  with  the  at- 
torney, but  was  not  at  home  on  that 
evening  untO  twelve  o'clock: — Held, 
too  late.     Howard  v.  Williams,    725 

(2).  Refection  of  at  Nisi  Prius. 

Where  evidence  is  rejected  by  a 
jud^  at  Nisi  Prius,  the  counsel  pro* 
posmg  it  ought  to  make  a  formal  ten- 
der of  it  to  the  judge,  and  request 
him  to  take  a  note  of  it,  or  he  will 
not  be  allowed  to  raise  before  the 
Court  any  questions  arising  out  of 
such  evidence,  if  the  judge's  note  does 
not  shew  the  point  to  have  been  raised 
at  the  trial.     Gibbs  v.  Pike,         35 1 

(3).  Erasure — Subscribing  Witness. 

The  defendant  became  tenant  to  the 
plaintiff  of  a  farm  from  year  to  year, 
by  parol,  but  afterwards  signed  an 
agreement  containing  certain  stipula- 
tions as  to  the  mode  of  tillage.  In 
an  action  by  the  landlord  for  breaches 
of  these  stipulations,  the  agreement, 


on  bemg  produced,  contained  an  era- 
sure  in  the  term  of  years  mentioned 
in  the  habendum,  which  was  altered 
from  seven  to  fourteen: — Held,  that 
in  this  action  the  agreement  might  be 
received  in  evidence  without  any  ex- 
planation of  the  erasure,  the  term  of 
years  being  immaterial  to  the  parol 
contract  between  the  parties,  to  hold 
from  year  to  year,  subject  only  to  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  as  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  land. 

The  agreement  was  attested  by  the 
landlord's  steward,  who,  after  having 
been  apprehended  for  embezzlement, 
had  absconded,  ancl  could  not  be  found 
after  search  at  his  house,  and  at  the 
inns  he  was  in  the  habit  of  frequent- 
ing:—  Held,  that  evidence  of  his 
handwriting  was  properly  received. 
The  Earl  of  Falnwuthy, Roberts,  469 

(4).  Judgment  injbrmer  Action. 

A  judgment  obtained  by  A.  in  an 
action  of  use  and  occupation,  against 
B.  and  C,  is  no  evidence  to  charge 
B.  in  a  subsequent  action  brought  by 
A.  against  him  alone,  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  same  premises  for  a 
subsequent  period.  Christy  v.  Tan- 
cred,  438 

(5).  0/ Identity  of  Party  to  Suit. 

1.  In  an  action  for  medicine  and 
attendances  by  the  plaintiff  as  an 
apothecanr,  the  plaintiff  put  in  evi- 
dence a  ucense  from  the  Apotheca- 
ries' Company  to  practise  as  such, 
granted  to  a  person  bearing  the  same 
christian  and  sxxruAmei^-Held,  that 
this  was  sufficient  primd  fade  evi- 
dence to  shew-  the  identity  of  the 
plaintiff  with  the  person  named  in  the 
license.     Simpson  v.  Dismore,         47 

2.  In  an  action  by  indorsee  against 
maker  of  a  promissory  note,  the  de- 
fendant pleaded,  first,  that  he  did  not 
make  the  note;  secondly,  that  he  made 
it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  plain- 
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tiff.  There  was  an  attesting  witness 
to  tbe  note,  who,  on  being  called  at 
the  trial,  stated  that  he  saw  the  sig- 
nature (Hugh  Jones)  to  the  note 
written  by  a  party  whose  occupation 
and  residence  he  described,  but  that 
he  had  had  no  communication  with 
him  since,  and  that  this  was  a  com- 
mon name  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  the  note  was  made: — Held, 
there  was  no  eyidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  of  the  identity  of  the  defendant 
with  the  maker  of  the  note,  and  that 
the  second  plea  could  not  be  called  in 
aid  for  that  purpose.  Thomas  Janes 
V.  Hugh  Jones,  75 

3.  In  an  action  by  indorsee  against 
acceptor  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  bill  was  directed  to 
••  Charles  Banner  Crawford,  East  In- 
dia House,"  and  accepted  *'  C.  B. 
Crawford."  It  was  proved  that  this 
signatiure  was  the  handwriting  of  a 
gentleman  of  that  name,  formerly  a 
clerk  in  the  East  India  House,  who 
had  left  it  five  years  ago: — Held,  that 
this  was  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
identity  of  the  defendant  with  the 
person  whose  handwriting  was  proved. 
Greenshields  r,  Crawford,  314 

4.  An  action  having  been  brought 
against  William  Henderson  for  negli- 
gently navigating  a  vessel,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  colli- 
sion took  place  having  been  proved, 
it  was  objected  that  no  evidence  had 
been  given  that  the  defendant  was  the 
pilot  in  charge  of  the  vessel,  where- 
upon the  plaintiff's  counsel  called  out, 
*'  Mr.  Henderson!"  upon  which  a 
person  in  Court  answered  "here;" 
and  said,  "  I  am  the  pilot."  It  was 
proved  by  one  of  the  witnesses  who 
had  gone  on  board  the  vessel  at  the 
time  of  the  accident,  that  he  had  seen 
that  person  then  acting  as  pilot: — 
Held,  that  this  was  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  identity  of  the  defendant  with 

•  the  pilot.     Smith  v.  Henderson,   798 


EXCISE  ACTS. 

See  Beer  Acts. 

Permit,  in  whose  Name  to  be  made 
out. 

Where  G.  the  licensed  keeper  of  a 
public-house,  sold  the  lease  of  it  to 
N.,  who  entered  into  the  occupation 
of  it,  the  license  still  remaining  in 
the  name  of  G.;  and  a  quantity  of 
spirits,  which  required  a  permit  for 
its  removal  under  2  Will.  4,  c.  1 6, 
was  supplied  by  a  dist^er  on  the 
order  of  N.,  and  delivered  on  the 
premises  in  question: — Held,  that  a 
permit  made  out  in  the  name  of  G. 
was  a  valid  permit  under  the  statute. 
NichoUon  v.  Hood,  365 

EXECirrioN. 

( 1 ) .  Capias  ad  satisfaciendum, 

1,  Duration  of, 

A  writ  of  ca.  sa.  may  be  executed 
more  than  a  year  after  its  date.  Green- 
shields  ▼.  Harris,  774 

2.   When  irregular  for  pendency  of 
other  Process, 

The  plaintiff  having  obtamed  final 
judgment  in  a  cause  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  afterwards  proceeded  for 
the  same  cause  of  action,  by  foreign 
attachment  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court 
in  London,  against  the  defendant's 
goods;  the  defendant  surrendered  him- 
self into  custody  in  discharge  of  the 
attachment;  and  on  the  following  day, 
whilst  he  was  so  in  custody,  the 
plaintiff  issued  a  ca.  sa„  under  which 
the  defendant  was  detained: — Held, 
that  the  ca.  sa.  was  not  irregular; 
and  that,  the  plaintiff  having  aban- 
doned his  proceedings  in  the  Lord 
Mayor's  Court,  and  the  defendant 
having  in  consequence  obtained  judg- 
ment of  nonpros  thereon,  there  was 
no  ground  for  his  discharge  under  the 
equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  Court. 
Chamberlayne  v.  Green,  790 


EXECUTOR,  &c. 


EXECUTOR,  &c. 
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3.   Testatum^  token  warranted  by 
original  Writ. 

Where,  the  venae  being  in  Sorrej, 
final  judgment  was  signed  on  the  2nd 
April,  \M0,  and  a  teatatum  ca.  sa.  of 
the  same  date  Issued  into  Yorkshire, 
on  which  the  defendant  was  arrested; 
an  original  ca.  sa.  into  Snrrej,  also 
dated  the  2nd  April,  1840,  with  a 
general  return  of  non  est  inventus 
thereon,  was  held  sufficient  to  war- 
rant the  testattmi.  Greenehielde  r. 
Harris,  774 

(2).  Fieri  faeiae. 

1.   Against  Btfendant  discharged 
under  Insolvent  Debtor^  Act. 

Where  one  of  several  defendants, 
having  been  arrested  on  a  ca.  sa.,  has 
been  discharged  under  the  Insolvent 
Debtors'  Act,  his  goods  cannot  be 
afterwards  seized  under  a  fi.  fa.  issued 
against  him  and  the  other  defendants. 
Raynes  v.  Jones,  104 

2.  Assignment  of  Term  under. 

Where  the  sheriff  sells  a  term  taken 
in  execution  under  a  fi.  fa.  to  the  ex- 
ecution creditor,  but  executes  no  as- 
signment in  writing  of  the  term,  the 
estate  remains  in  the  debtor,  and  the 
execution  creditor  has  no  defence  to 
an  ejectment  at  his  suit.  Boe  d. 
Hughes  v.  Jones,  372 

3.  Expenses  o/ Execution,  what  are. 

The  costs  of  an  interpleader  rule 
obtained  bj  a  sheriff  or  other  similar 
officer,  cannot  be  considered  as  "ex- 
penses of  the  execution,"  which  may 
be  levied  under  the  stat.  43  Geo,  3, 
c.  46,  8. 5.    Hammond  v.  Nairn,  221 

EXECUTOR  AND  ADMINISTRA- 
TOR. 

(I).  Assent  to  Legacy,  how  proved. 

A  testator  bequeathed  to  his  two 
sons  his  two  carriage  manufactories, 


with  all  fixtures,  implements,  tools, 
stock,  job-carriages,  harness,  and  every 
thing  appertaining  to  his  trade  in  the 
said  manufactories.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  a  carriage  was  in  one  of  the 
manufactories,  unfinished,  which  was 
being  built  to  the  order  of  a  pur- 
chaser. A  question  arose  between 
the  executors  and  the  sons,  whether 
this  carriage  fell  within  the  above  be- 
quest; and  the  executors  paid  the 
legacy  duty  on  the  whole^  but  an- 
nexed the  following  memorandum  to 
the  legacy  receipt: — *'A  disagreement 
arising  between  the  sons  of  S.  and  T. 
and  the  executors,  as  to  whether  the 
whole  of  this  item  belongs  to  the  said 
sons,  or  part  to  the  residue,  the  exe- 
cutors desire  to  pay  the  duty  on  the 
whole,  leaving  it  for  them  to  settle 
with  the  legatees  the  proportion  of 
duty,  when  the  matter  in  dispute 
shall  be  determined."  The  sons  re- 
tained possession  of  and  finished  the 
carriage,  delivered  it  to  the  purchaser, 
and  received  the  price.  In  an  action 
by  the  executors  against  them  for 
money  had  and  received,  commenced 
two  years  afterwards: — Held,  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  of  assent  by  the  executors  to  the 
legacy  of  the  carriage  to  the  defend- 
ants.    Elliott  V.  Elliott,  23 

(2).  Authority  to  bind  Ckhexeeutor  by 
Contract, 

To  an  action  for  use  and  occupa- 
tion, for  a  quarter's  rent  from  Lady- 
day  to  Midsummer  1841,  the  defend* 
ant  pleaded,  that  by  an  agreement 
made  between  the  plaintifib,  executors 
of  T.,  and  the  defendant,  the  defend- 
ant agreed  to  take  of  the  plaintiffs, 
executors  as  aforesaid,  the  premises 
in  question;  that  it  was  afterwards 
agreed  between  them  and  W.,  that 
W.  should  become  tenant  to  the 
plaintiffs  from  Lady-day  1841,  and 
that  the  defendant  should  be  dis- 
chai^ed  from  all  liability  to  snbse- 
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quent  rent;  that  the  defendant  ac- 
cordinglj  gaye  up  .possession  to  W., 
and  the  plaintiffs  accepted  him  as 
tenant: — Held,  that  this  plea  was  not 
proved  by  evidence  that  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  had  so  agreed  to  accept  W. 
as  tenant  in  lieu  of  the  defendant. 
Turner  v.  Hardey,  770 

EXTENT. 

Inqumtum  to  find  Debts,  Evidence  on. 

In  the  case  of  an  immediate  extent, 
on  an  inquisition  to  find  debts,  the 
jury  may  find  the  fact  of  a  debt  being 
due  to  the  Crown,  on  the  sole  evi- 
dence of  an  affidavit  that  the  debt  is 
due.     Begina  v.  Ryle,  227 

FACTORS'  ACT. 

P.  &  Co.,  owners  of  a  cargo  of  to- 
bacco, on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel, 
placed  the  bill  of  lading,  indorsed  in 
blank,  in  the  hands  of  W.,  as  their 
factor  for  sale.  W.  entered  the  goods 
at  the  Custom -House  in  his  own 
name,  and,  before  the  cargo  was 
weighed,  and  without  the  knowledge 
of  P.  &  Co.,  obtained  a  dock  warrant 
for  it  in  his  own  name,  which  he 
pledged  with  H.  &  Co.  as  a  security 
for  money  advanced  by  them  to  him: 
'^-Held,  on  error  in  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  that  W.  was  not,  under  the 
circumstances,  by  reason  of  his  being 
intrusted  with  the  bill  of  lading,  ne- 
cessarily and  impliedly  intrusted  with 
the  dock-warrant,  &c.,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Factors'  Act,  6  Geo. 
4,  c  94,  8.  2;  but  that  whether  he 
was  so  intrusted  or  not  was  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  for  the  determination  of 
the  jury. 

Held  also,  that  the  judge  was  not 
bound  to  state  to  the  jury  what  was 
an  intrusting  in  point  of  law.  Hat- 
field y .  Phillips,  647 

FEIGNED  ISSUE. 
See  Navigation  Act,  2. 


FOREIGN  JUDGMENT. 

Costs  ujpon,  Action  for. 

An  action  of  assumpsit  or  debt  may 
be  maintAined  against  a  defendant  re- 
sident in  this  country,  for  costs  award- 
ed against  him.  after  appearance,  by 
a  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Session  in 
Scotland,  in  a  suit  for  a  divorce.  i2i»- 
sell  Y.Smyth,  810 

FRAUDS,  STATUTE  OF. 

See  Contract  or  Sale,  3. 

(1).  Sale  of  Interest  in  Land. 

An  agreement  for  the  sale  of  grow- 
ing fruit  is  an  agreement  for  the  sale 
of  an  interest  in  land,  and  if  of  the 
value  of  £20  requires  a  stamp.     Rod-  - 
well  y.  Phillips,  501 

(2).  Delivery  and  Acceptance, 

Memorandum  in  Writing,  when  to  be 
made. 

The  defendant  ordered  goods  of  H., 
the  del  credere  agent  of  Uie  plaintiff, 
at  a  stipulated  price,  to  be  paid  for  on 
delivery;  and  on  receiving  notice  that 
the  goods  had  arrived  at  H.'s  ware- 
house, went  there,  and  directed  a  boy 
whom  he  saw  there  to  put  a  certain 
mark  on  the  goods.  On  the  defend- 
ant's refusal  to  receive  the  goods  by 
reason  of  a  dispute  about  the  price, 
an  action  was  commenced  against  him 
by  the  plaintiff;  after  which,  at  H.'s 
request,  the  defendant  vrrote  in  H.'s 
ledger,  at  the  bottom  of  a  page,  con- 
taming  the  statement  of  the  goods  in 
question,  and  headed  with  the  plain- 
tiff's name,  the  words  "  Received  the 
above,"  which  he  signed: — Held,  that 
there  was  no  evidence  to  go  to  the 
jury  of  a  delivery  and  acceptance,  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 

A  memorandum  in  writing  of  a  con- 
tract, to  satisfy  the  Statute  of  Frauds, 
must  have  been  made  before  action 
brought.     Bill  v.  BimenU  36 


ILLEGAL  CONTRACT. 


INTERPLEADER  ACTS.   861 


FREIGHT. 

Goods  were  shipped  at  Bombay  on 
board  a  ship  of  the  plaintiff,  a  ship- 
owner in  Liverpool,  and  by  the  bill  of 
lading  were  to  be  delivered  "  unto  or- 
der, or  to  his  and  their  assigns,  on 
paying  freight  for  the  same."  The 
bill  of  lading  was  indorsed  by  the 
shipper,  and  forwarded  to  defendants. 
East  India  agents  in  London,  who  in- 
dorsed it  in  blank  to  C.  &  Co.,  their 
factors  in  Liverpool.  On  the  arrival 
of  the  goods  at  Liverpool,  C.  &  Co. 
presented  the  bill  of  lading  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  received  the  goods;  the 
plaintiff  debiting  C.  &  Co.  with  the 
freight.  Aflerwards  C.  &  Co.  became 
bankrupt  without  having  paid  the 
freight,  whereupon  the  defendants 
claimed  the  goods  from  them,  and 
took  possession  of  them: — Heldy  on 
error  brought  upon  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  that  the  de- 
fendants were  not  liable  to  the  plain- 
tid  for  the  unpaid  freight;  affirming 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  below. 
Tobin  V.  Crawford,  7 1 6 

GOODS  SOLD  &  DELIVERED. 
See  Frauds,  Statute  of,  2. 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

For  what  Purpose  grantahle. 
The  Court  will  not  grant  a  habeas 
corpus  to  bring  up  a  party  in  custody 
under  an  attachment,  to  enable  him 
to  move  in  person  to  set  it  aside. 
Ford  V.  NoMaUy  793 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 
See  Pleading,  II.  (I). 
Practice,  (8),  1. 

IDENTITY  OF  DEFENDANT. 
See  Evidence,  (5). 

ILLEGAL  CONTRACT. 
See  Stockjobbing  Act. 


INFERIOR  COURT. 

See  Writ  of  Trial,  (1). 

INFORMATION. 

Bight  of  Crown  to  delay  Proceedings 
in. 

In  an  information  at  the  suit  of 
the  Crown,  notice  of  trial  was  given 
in  Trinity  Term,  1838,  but  after- 
wards countermanded.  The  Court 
discharged  a  rule  obtained  by  the  de- 
fendants in  Hilary  Term,  1842,  to 
set  down  the  cause  for  trial  at  the 
sittings  after  Easter  Term.  Regina 
V.  Ray,  760 

INSOLVENT  DEBTORS'  ACT. 

See  Execution,  (2),  1. 
Pleading,  III.  (8),  2. 

Arrest  of  remanded  Insolvent, 

Where  a  defendant  has  been  con- 
ditionally discharged  under  the  In- 
solvent Debtors'  Act,  1  &  2  Vict.  c. 
110,  s.  84,  and  is  again  arrested  un- 
der Vi/int  of  capias,  issued  pursuant 
to  the  85th  sect,  of  the  same  act,  it 
is  "iiot  necessary  that  a  judge's  order 
should  have  been  taken  out  for  the 
defendant's  arrest  under  the  3rd  sec- 
tion of  the  act.   Bilton  v.  Clapperton, 

473 

INSURANCE. 
See  Pleading,  I.  (1),  2. 

INTERPLEADER  ACTS. 
See  Execution,  (2),  3. 

(I).  Costs. 
1 .  Jurisdiction  as  to. 
Where  an  application  for  an  inter- 
pleader rule  is  made  to  a  judge  at 
chambers,  pursuant  to  the  stat.  1  & 
2  Vict.  c.  45,  s.  2,  a  judge  at  cham- 
bers only,  and  not  the  Court,  has  au- 
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JUDGMENT. 


LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 


thority  as  to  the  costs  of  the  proceed- 
ings.    Burgh  Y.Scholefield,  478 

2.  Execution  for. 

A  party  entitled  to  costs  under  an 
interpleader  order  is  not  bound  to 
take  out  execution  under  the  Inter- 

g leader  Act,  1  &  2  Will.  4,  c.  58,  s.  7. 
ut  may  make  the  order  a  rule  of 
Court  and  take  out  execution  under 
1  &  2  Vict.  c.  110,  s.  18.  Cetti  y. 
Bartlett,  840 

JOINT  STOCK  BANKING  COM- 
PANY. 

(I).  Action  by. 

Description  of  Co-partnership  in  De- 
claration. 

A  declaration  described  the  plain- 
tiff as  *'  one  of  the  present  public  offi- 
cers of  certun  persons  united  in  co- 
partnership for  the  purpose  ofcsxTj- 
ing  on  the  trade  and  business  of  bank- 
ing in  England,  according  to  the  stat. 
7  Geo.  4,  c.  46 :'*^Held  bad  on  spe- 
cial demurrer,  for  not  stating  that  the 
co-partnership  was  carrying  on  the 
trade  and  business  of  bankers,  or  had 
carried  on  such  trade.  Fletcher  y. 
Crosbie,  252 

JUDGMENT. 

Jurisdiction  under  1  ^  2  Viet.  c.  1 10, 
s.  14. 

A  judge  at  chambera  only,  and 
not  the  Court,  has  authority,  under 
the  sUt.  1  &  2  Vict.  c.  1 10,  s.  14,  to 
make  an  order  to  charge  a  fund  with 
the  payment  of  money  reeoyered  by  a 
judgment:  if  he  makes  an  absolute 
order,  the  Court  has  jurisdiction  to 
set  it  aside  if  wrongly  made;  but  if 
he  only  makes  an  order  nisi,  the  Court 
has  no  authority  to  entertain  the 
question,  although  the  judge  ex- 
presses his  desire  to  refer  it  to  the 
Court.    Brown  y.  Bamford^  42 


JUDGMENT  AS  IN  CASE  OF 
NONSUIT. 

See  Practics,  (8). 

JURY. 
See  Writ  of  Triai^  (1). 

Defective  Jury  Process^  effect  of 

The  Court  refused,  on  motion,  to 
set  aside  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  on 
the  ground  that  no  distringas  jura- 
tores  had  been  returned  before  the 
trial,  although  the  objection  had  been 
taken  before  verdict.     Gee  y.  Swawn^ 
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LANCASTER  COURT  OF  COM- 
MON PLEAS. 

Executions  on  Judgment  in — Forws  ^f 
Affidavits. 

On  an  application  under  the  stat. 
4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  62,  s.  31,  for  leaye 
to  issue  execution  on  a  iudgment  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Lan- 
caster, the  affidavit  must  state  dis- 
tinctly that  the  defendant  was  a  resi- 
dent within  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
Court  at  the  time  of  the  judgment  or 
of  action  brought,  and  then  had  goods 
and  chattels  there,  which  he  has  since 
removed  out  of  the  jurisdiction.  It 
is  not  sufficient  to  state  that  he  is  not 
now  a  resident  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, and  has  not  any  goods  or 
chattels  within  the  jurisdiction;  or* 
that  he  is  not  now  a  resident  there, 
and  has  removed  all  his  goods  and 
chattels  out  of  the  jurisdiction  since 
the  judgment. 

Tlie  affidavit  must  be  intitled  in 
the  superior  Court.    Wigden  v.  Birt, 

50 


LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 
See  Co^ns,  (3). 

COYSNANT  TO  RSPAIR. 


LEGACY. 


LIMITATIONS,  STATUTE  OF.   863 


(I).  Tenancy  at  Will,  haw  determmid, 

A.,  in  181 7>  let  B.  into  posses- 
sion of  a  farm  as  tenant  at  will,  and 
in  1827»  A.  entered  upon  the  land 
without  B.'s  consent,  and  cut  and 
carried  awaj  stone  therefrom :  — Held, 
on  error  in  the  Exchequer  Chamher, 
that  this  entry  amounted  to  a  deter- 
mination of  the  estate  at  will. 

In  1829i  B.,  being  one  of  the  as- 
sessors for  the  land-tax  in  the  par 
rish,  signed  an  assessment,  in  which 
he  was  named  as  the  occupier  of  the 
farm,  and  A.  as  the  proprietor:^ 
Held,  that  this  was  evidence  whence 
the  jury  might  infer  that  a  new  te- 
nancy at  will  had  been  created  be- 
tween the  parties.  Turner  v.  Doe  d. 
Bennett,  643 

(2).  Notice  to  quit — Disclaimer. 

Lands  being  held  by  G.  as  tenant 
from  year  to  year  to  D.,  D.,  who  died 
in  1837»  devised  the  same  to  trustees 
for  the  term  of  140  years,  upon  trust 
(inter  alia)  to  permit  his  wife  E.  D. 
to  take  the  rents  and  profits  thereof 
during  her  life.  G.  paid  the  rent  to 
£.  D.  the  widow,  after  D.'s  death, 
from  1837  to  1840,  and  on  receiving 
a  notice  to  quit  from  her  in  March 
1840,  stated  that  he  did  not  think 
she  would  turn  him  out  of  possession, 
as  she  had  promised  he  would  con- 
tinue on  as  tenant  from  year  to  year: 
— Held,  in  an  action  of  ejectment 
brought  by  the  trustees  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  premises,  that  this  was 
sufficient  eridence  of  a  disclaimer  by 
G.  of  the  title  of  the  trustees,  to  war- 
rant the  jury  in  findmg  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff.  Doe  d.  Daviee  v. 
Evans,  48 

LEASE. 
See  Covenant  to  Repair. 

LEGACY. 
See  Executor  and  Administra- 
tor, (1). 


LIEN. 
See  Tender. 

LIMITATION  ACT. 

To  what  Bents  it  applies. 

The  sUt.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  27,  s.  2, 

does  not  apply  to  rent  reserved  on  a 

demise.     Orant  v.  Ellis,  113 

LIMITATIONS,  STATUTE  OF. 
See  Pleading,  III.,  (2). 
(1).  Part  Payment. 
In  an  action  on  a  promissory  note 
by  the  payee  against  the  maker,  the 
note,  when  produced  in  evidence  by 
the  plaintiff  at  the  trial,  bore  upon  it 
an  indorsement  as  follows: — 'Mth 
Aug.  1837,— Received  of  J.  S.  £6— 
B.  X  E.^*  The  whole  of  this  entry, 
except  the  cross,  was  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  defendant,  and  there 
was  no  attestation,  nor  any  proof  that 
the  cross  was  the  mark  of  B.  E.,  nor 
any  proof  of  the  fact  of  payment: — 
Held,  that  the  indorsement  was  not 
evidence  of  part  payment,  to  take  the 
case  out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 
Eastwood  V.  Saville,  6 1 5 

(2).  Acknowledgment. 
Debt  on  a  bill  of  exchange  by 
payee  against  acceptor  for  20/. — 
Pleas,  first,  except  as  to  10/.  lis., 
parcel  &c.,  a  set-off  for  board  and 
lodging;  and  as  to  the  sum  of  101. 
1 1«.,  payment  of  that  sum  into  Court. 
— Replication,  that  the  alleged  debts 
and  causes  of  set-off  did  not  accme 
within  sis  years  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  suit,  concluding  to  the 
country:  to  which  the  defendant,  by 
his  rejoinder,  added  the  similiter.  At 
the  trial,  the  plamtiff  baring  proved 
his  case,  and  the  defendant  his  set-off, 
the  latter  put  in  a  letter  ftx>m  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  in  which 
the  following  passages  were  relied 
upon,  to  take  tho  case  out  of  the  sta- 
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MINE. 


MONEY  HAD  AND  RECEIVED. 


tute: — "Before  closing  this,  I  have 
to  request  you  mU  be  pleased  to  send 
me  in  any  bill  or  what  demand  you 
have  to  make  on  me,  and  ifjttst,  I 
shall  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  going 
to  law.  If  you  refer  to  your  books, 
you  will  find  the  last  payment  I  made 
yon  was  in  May  1839 ;  the  day  I  have 
forgot.  I  shall  leave  town  to-morrow, 
but  shall  be  back  in  a  few  days,  for  a 
month,  and  if  you  will  brinff  my  bill 
in  here  to  me  by  eleven,  I  shall  be  at 
your  service:-' — Held^  that  this  was 
not  a  sufficient  admission  to  take  the 
case  out  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 
Held,  also,  that  the  issue  joined 
on  the  replication  of  the  Statute  of 
Limitations  was  no  proper  issue,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  repleader. 
Sponff  V.  Wriyht,  629 

LIQUIDATED  DAMAGES. 
See  Penalty. 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 

The  defendant,  a  builder,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  committee  of  a  club 
to  execute  certain  alterations  at  the 
club-house,  including  the  preparation 
and  fixing  of  gas-fittings.  He  made 
a  sub-contract  with  B.,  a  gas-fitter,  to 
execute  this  part  of  the  work.  In 
the  course  of  doing  it,  through  B.'s 
negligence,  the  gas  exploded,  and  in- 
jured the  plaintiff: — Held,  that  the 
defendant  was  not  liable  in  case  for 
this  injury.    Rapeon  y,  Cubitt,     710 

MINE. 
Proof  qf  Possession  of. 
In  trespass  for  breaking  and  enter* 
ing  the  plaintiff's  mine  and  taking 
coals,  evidence  of  working  by  the 
plaintiff  in  another  part  of  the  same 
mine,  within  eighty  yards  of  the 
place  of  the  alleged  trespass,  cou- 
pled with  a  statement  by  the  defend- 
ant, that  he  had  got  the  coal,  and  was 


willing  to  pay  such  amount  as  should 
be  settled  by  arbitration,  was  held  to 
be  evidence  of  the  plaintiff's  being  in 
possession  of  the  place  where  the 
trespass  was  committed.  fFild  v. 
Holt,  672 

MISTRL^. 
See  Jury. 

MODUS. 
See  Tithe  Commutation  Act,  I. 

MONEY  HAD  AND  RECEIVED. 
iSfee  Accord  and  Satisfaction,  1. 
(1).  Appropriation  of  Payments, 
The  plaintiff  sold  goods  to  B., 
taking  his  acceptances  for  the  price, 
and  sent  them  to  the  defendant  as  B.'s 
agent,  who  consigned  them  to  his 
partners  abroad  for  sale.  While  the 
acceptances  were  running,  the  plain- 
tiff, doubting  B.*s  solvency,  required 
further  security;  whereupon  it  was 
agreed  between  the  plaintiff,  B.,  and 
the  defendant,  that  B.  should  write 
and  deliver  to  the  defendant  a  letter 
authorizing  him,  out  of  any  remit- 
tances he  might  receive  against  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  above  consign- 
ments, to  pay  the  acceptances  as  they 
became  due,  if  not  honoured  by  him, 
B.,  previously  to  the  receipt  of  such 
net  proceeds.  The  letter  was  accord- 
ingly deUvered  to  the  defendant,  and 
he  assented  to  the  terms  of  it.  Be- 
fore the  bills  were  due,  B.  became 
bankrupt,  and  the  defendant,  having 
received  the  net  proceeds  of  the  goods, 
refused  to  pay  any  part  thereof  to  the 
plaintiff,  but  handed  them  over  to 
B.'s  assignees: — Held,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  recover  the  amount 
of  the  acceptances  from  the  defend- 
ant in  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received;  this  being  an  appropriation 
irrevocable  except  by  the  consent  of 
all   parties,   for  which  the  existing 
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debt,  although  not  then  payable,  was 
a  good  consideration. 

Held^  also,  that  the  letter  did  not 
require  a  stamp,  either  as  an  inland 
bill  or  as  an  agreement.  Walker  v. 
Rastron,  411 

(2).  Payment  under  mistake  of  Fact. 

Money  paid  by  the  plaintiff  to  the 
defendant  under  a  bon4fideybi^e(/^^ 
ness  of  facts  which  disendtled  the  de- 
fendant to  receive  it,  may  be  recovered 
back  in  an  action  for  money  had  and 
received. 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  preclude  a 

Sarty  from  recovering  money  paid  by 
im  under  a  mistake  of  fact,  that  he 
had  the  means  of  knowledge  of  the 
fact;  unless  he  paid  it  intentionally, 
not  choosing  to  investigate  the  fact. 
Kelly  V.  Solari,  54 

MONEY  LENT. 

When  maintainable — Alternative 
Contract, 

Money  advanced  upon  a  contract  to 
repay  it  on  demand,  or  to  execute  a 
mortgage,  may,  after  refusal  to  exe- 
cute a  mortgage,  be  recovered  back 
under  a  count  for  money  lent.  Bris- 
towe  V.  Needham,  729 

MORTGAGE. 
See  Stamp. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION 
ACT. 

Siffht  of  Election  of  Clerk  of  Court  of 
Requests  in  Borough, 

By  an  act  of  Parliament  creating  a 
Court  of  Requests  for  the  borough  of 
Boston,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  mayor, 
recordel*,  deputy  recorder,  aldermen, 
and  common  councilmen  for  the  time 
being  of  the  borough,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  for  a  certain  district,  toge- 
ther with  other  persons  therein  men- 
tioned, should  be  the  commissioners 


thereof;  and  that  in  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  situation  of  clerk  of  the  court, 
&c.,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
borough  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  should  appoint  a 
successor,  and  that  until  such  ap- 
pointment should  be  made,  the  com- 
missioners, or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  should  nominate  officers  to  do 
the  business  of  the  Court.  At  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  town  council  of  B.,  specially 
summoned  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
a  clerk,  the  plaintiff,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  was  elected  bv  the 
council,  and  before  the  end  of  the 
election  he  tendered  to  the  mayor  his 
resignation  of  the  office  of  town  coun- 
cillor, together  with  the  sum  of  £50 
as  a  fine  on  resignation,  under  5  &  6 
WiU.  4,  c.  76y  s.  51.  No  bye-Uwhad 
been  made  to  enforce  a  fine  on  resig- 
nation, and  therefore  the  mayor  re- 
turned the  £50,  in  the  presence  of 
the  council,  after  tbe  election.  The 
plaintiff's  seat  in  the  council  was  after- 
wards filled  by  the  election  of  another 
person,  and  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  town  council,  neld  on  the  7th  of 
May,  1840,  of  which  no  notice  had 
been  given,  the  plaintiff  was  again 
elected  by  the  town  council: — Held, 
first,  that  neither  the  73rd  section  of 
5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  70,  nor  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  105,  was  ap- 
plicable to  this  case. 

Secondly,  that  the  case  was  within 
tbe  72nd  section  of  5  &  6  Will.  4, 
c.  76;  the  true  construction  of  which 
was,  that  the  body  corporate,  under 
that  act,  should  be  trustees  or  com- 
missioners  for  executing,  by  the  town 
council,  the  powers  and  provisions  of 
all  acts  of  Parliament,  of  which  |N>toer« 
and  provisions  the  old  body  corporate, 
or  any  of  the  members  thereof,  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  were  sole 
commissioners  or  trustees  before  the 
election  of  the  town  council:  and  as 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  were,  by  the 
local  act,  sole  trustees  or  commission- 
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NAVIGATION  ACT, 


en  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  the 
derk,  that  Uieir  powers  devolved  upon 
the  town  council,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  duly  elected  at  the  first  meet* 
ing;  that,  under  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  the  plaintiff's  resignation 
of  the  office  of  town  councillor  was 
sufficient;  but  that  if  it  was  not,  his 
election  to  the  office  of  clerk  had  the 
effect  of  vacating  his  office  of  town 
councillor.  SianUandY,[Hapkin9f  178 

NAVIGATION  ACT. 

(1).  Construciion  of. 

Where,  by  a  navigation  act,  certain 
rates  and  duties  were  imposed  on 
coals,  &c.,  landed  within  a  certain 
district,  to  be  paid  to  commissioners 
therein  named ;  and  the  commissioners 
were  empowered  to  sue  in  the  name  of 
their  clerk  for  the  time  being  for  **  any 
penalty  or  sum  of  money  due  or  pay- 
able by  virtue  of  the  act:" — Held, 
that  an  action  of  debt  might  be 
brought  in  the  name  of  the  derk  for 
arrears  of  rates  and  duties;  although, 
by  another  clause,  a  power  was  given 
of  detaining  and  selling  the  vessel  and 
goods  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to 
pay  the  rates  and  duties. 

The  act  directed,  that  any  surplus 
of  rates  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners  should  be  annually  in* 
vested  in  the  funds  until  it  should 
amount  to  £3000,  and  that  after  that 
sum  should  be  invested  they  should 
reduce  the  rates,  so  as  they  should 
not,  together  with  the  dividends  of  the 
£3000,  exceed  the  charges  annually 
expended  in  carrying  the  act  into  ex- 
ecution:— Held,  that  the  commis- 
sioners had  impliedly  a  power,  after 
so  reducing  the  rates,  also  to  raise 
them  again  in  case  of  necessity. 

Held,  also,  that  after  the  passine  of 
the  Weights  and  Measures'  Act,  5  &  6 
Will.  4,  c.  63,  the  commissioners  had 
power  to  levy  the  rates  by  the  ion 
(they  having  been  previously,  levied 


by  the  chaldron),  without  first  apply- 
ing to  the  sessions  for  an  inquisition 
ui^er  the  14th  section  of  that  act. 
Goody  V.  Penny,  687 

(2).  Construction  of  feigned  Issue 
under. 

By  a  local  act,  1  Will.  4,  c.  55,  the 
Trent  and  Mersey  Navigation  Com- 
pany were  empowered  to  take  lands 
for  the  purposes  of  the  navigation; 
and  by  sect.  118  and  other  sections,, 
provision  was  made  for  ascertaining, 
by  a  sheriff's  jury,  the  sum  to  be  paid 
for  the  land,  and  for  any  damage  oc- 
casioned by  the  company  in  carrying 
the  provisions  of  the  act  into  effect. 
And  in  order  to  protect  the  company 
from  injury  to  arise  from  working  any 
mmes  near  two  tunnels  by  which  the 
canal  passed  under  a  certain  hill,  the 
act  provided,  by  section  170,  that  no 
mine  owner  should  work  any  mine  in 
or  under  any  land  within  forty  yards 
of  the  tunnels,  without  leave  of  the 
company;  and  by  section  171«  that  if 
the  company,  instead  of  insistu^  on 
their  full  right  of  having  forty  yards 
left  unworked,  should  require  less  than 
thirty  yards  to  be  so  left,  then  the 
mine  owner  might  insist  on  the  neces- 
sity of  leaving,  for  his  security,  any 
greater  quantity  unworked  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  yards,  and  the  question 
so  in  dispute  as  to  ihe  quantity  neces- 
sary to  be  left  for  the  security  of  the 
mine  owners  was  to  be  tried,  settled, 
and  determined,  by  an  issue  at  law. 
And  by  section  172  it  was  provided, 
that  whenever  any  mine  became  work- 
able in  ordinary  course,  within  forty 
yards  of  the  tunnels,  the  mine  owner 
should  give  notice  to  the  company, 
and  thereupon  the  company  should 
pay  to  the  mine  owner  for  so  much  of 
the  mine  within  the  forty  yards  as 
they  should  require  to  be  left  un- 
worked for  security  of  their  works;  or 
(as  the  case  might  be)  fot  so  much  of 
the  mines  as,  under  the  provisions  of 
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sectioii  171,  it  might  be  ascertained 
to  be  necessary  to  leave  nnworked,  for 
security  of  the  mines.  Provided,  that 
no  mines  should  in  any  case  be  worked 
nnder  the  tunnels;  but  whenever  any 
snch  last-mentioned  mines  should  be- 
come workable,  satis&ction  should  be 
made  by  the  company  for  the  same, 
'*ntch  satis/actum  to  be  settled  by  an 
issue  at  law** 

By  the  1 78th  section,  the  course  to 
be  taken  in  trying  any  feigned  issue 
was  pointed  out;  and  it  enacted,  that 
after  trial  and  verdict  in  such  issue, 
the  Court  was  to  give  judgment  for 
the  sum  of  money  to  be  awarded  by 
the  jury: — Held^  that  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  1 72nd  section,  the  owner 
of  a  mine  which  had  become  workable 
within  the  space  of  forty  yards  of  the 
tunnels  mentioned  in  the  act,  was  en- 
titled to  be  paid  for  the  value  of  the 
forty  yards  of  mine  left  unworked  for 
the  security  of  the  navigation,  the 
whole  having  been  by  the  company 
required  to  be  so  left  unworked ;  but 
that  the  only  remedy  open  to  him  to 
enforce  his  right  was  by  a  feigned 
issue,  and  consequentlv  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  proceed  by  an  action 
on  the  case.  Fenton  v.  TJie  Trent  and 
Mersey  Namgation  Companyy       203 

NOTICE  TO  PRODUCE. 
See  Evidence,  (1). 

NUL  TIEL  RECORD. 
See  Practice,  (5). 

^  PARTNERSHIP. 

See  Bills  and  Notes,  II. 

{\),  By  what  Agreement  constituted. 

In  May,  1839,  A.,  a  creditor  of  the 
firm  of  B.  &  S.,  proposed  to  become 
a  partner  with  them,  the  terms  of  the 
intended  partnership  being,  that  A. 
should  bring  in  £1000  in  money  and 
£1000  in  goods,  and  should  be  entir 

VOL.  IX. 


titled  to  one^third  of  the  profits,  and 
be  a  dormant  partner;  the  name  of  the 
firm  was  to  be  changed  to  B.  S.  &  Co., 
and  the  partnership  was  to  date  from 
the  1st  April,  1839,  but  A.  reserved  to 
himself  the  option  of  determining,  at 
any  period  within  twelve  months  from 
that  day,  whether  he  would  become  a 
partner.  The  name  of  the  firm  was 
altered  accordingly,  and  a  new  bank- 
ing account  was  opened  in  the  name 
of  B.  8.  &  Co.;  and  A.  advanced  the 
£2000  to  the  firm;  but  within  the 
twelve  months  he  declared  his  deter- 
mination not  to  enter  into  the  part- 
nership:— Held,  that  A.  was  not  lia- 
ble for  goods  supplied  to  the  firm 
after  May,  1839,  for  that  he  never 
became  a  complete  partner.  Gabriel 
V.  EtiU,  297 

(2).  Liability  of  dormant  Partner 
under  written  Agreement  made  by 
his  Co-partners. 

A.,  B.,  &  C.  being  in  partnership 
together  as  type  founders  (C.  as  a 
dormant  partner)^  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  between  A.  and  B.  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  plaintiff  of  the 
other  part,  by  which,  after  reciting 
that  the  plaintiff  had  been  in  the  em- 
ployment of  A.  and  B.,  as  foreman  in 
carrying  on  the  said  trade  of  type- 
founders, the  plaintiff  covenanted  and 
agreed  with  A.  and  B.,  and  the  survivor 
of  them,  to  serve  them  and  the  survi- 
vor of  them  in  their  said  trade  for  the 
term  of  seven  years;  and  they  cove- 
nanted and  agreed  to  employ  him  as 
their  foreman  for  the  term  of  seven 
years,  if  they  or  either  of  them  should 
so  long  live,  and  to  pay  him  three 
guineas  per  week;  and  it  was  mutu- 
ally agreed,  that  if  either  party  should 
not  perform  the  covenants  on  their 
respective  parts,  the  party  so  failing 
or  making  default  should  pay  to  the 
other  £500,  by  way  of  specific  da- 
mages. At  the  time  the  agreement 
was  entered  into  it  was  unknown  to 
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the  plaintiff  that  C.  was  a  partner  in 
the  bnstness: — Held^  that  an  action 
was  maintainable  hj  the  pUdntiff 
against  A.,  B.,  k  C.»  for  a  breach  of 
tUs  agreement,  although  C.  was  not 
a  party  named  in  it  or  ngning  it. 
Beckham  t.  Drake,  79 

PATENT. 

Novelfy, 

The  "public  use  and  exercise"  of 
an  invention,  which  prevents  it  from 
being  considered  a  novelty,  is  a  use  in 
public,  so  as  to  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  others  than  the  inventor,  as  contra- 
distinffoished  from  the  use  of  it  by 
himself  in  private;  and  does  not  mean 
a  use  hy  the  public  generally. 

Therefore,  where  an  improved  lock, 
for  which  the  plaintiff  had  a  patent^ 
had  previously  been  used  by  an  indi- 
vidual on  a  gate  adjoining  a  public 
road,  for  several  years;  and  several 
dozens  of  a  similar  lock  had  been 
made  at  Birmingham  from  a  pattern 
received  from  America,  and  sent 
abroad;  it  was  held  that  this  consti- 
tuted  such  a  public  use  and  exercise 
of  the  invention  as  to  avoid  the  patent. 
Carpenter  v.  Smith,  300 

PAUPER. 

AdmiuUm  of,  pendente  lAte, 

A  plaintiff  may  be  admitted  to  sue 
in  form&  pauperis  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  suit.  Doe  d.  ElHa  v. 
Owem,  455 

PAYMENT. 
See  Pleading,  III.,  (5). 

PAYMENT  INTO  COUET. 

See  Bond,  (2). 
Costs,  (6),  (7). 
Tender  of  Ajiends. 

PAYMENT  UNDER  MISTAKE. 
See  Money  had  and  recxivbd,  (2). 


PENALTY. 

Penalty  of  liquidated  Damagee, 

The  plaintiff  and  defendant  entered 
into  an  agreement  for  the  purchase  by 
the  defendant  of  the  plaintiff's  good- 
wiU,  stock,  tenant-ri^t,  &c:  it  was 
stipulated  by  the  agreement  that  the 
plaintiff  should  give  possession  on  a 
certain  day,  and  in  the  meantime 
should  pay  the  rates  and  taxes,  and 
keep  the  defendant  indemnified  there- 
from: and  the  defendant  agreed  to 
pay  £100  for  the  tenant-ri^t,  and 
take  the  fixtures  at  a  valuation,  and 
pay  all  rents,  rat€»,  taxes,  &c.,  and  to 
mdemnify  the  plaintiff  from  the  same; 
and  lastly,  the  parties  "  mutually 
bound  themselves,  the  one  to  the 
other,  in  the  sum  of  £100  as  settled 
and  liquidated  damages,  to  be  paid 
and  forfeited,  without  any  deduction, 
by  such  of  them  as  should  make  de- 
fe,ult  in  the  premises,  unto  the  other 
of  them  requiring  the  same:" — Hdd^ 
that  the  sum  of  £100  was  a  penalty 
only,  and  not  recoverable  as  fiquidated 
damages  for  the  breach  of  any  of  the 
stipulations.    Homer  y.FlinU^,  678 

PEREMPTORY  UNDERTAKING. 
See  Practicb,  (8). 

PLEADING. 

See  Arbitbation,  (2),  3. 

Bills  and  Notes,  II.,  (2). 

Bond,  (2). 

llmffations,  statute  of, 

(2). 
Practice,  (3),  (4),  (7). 
Principal  andSi7rett,(2). 
Trespass,  (1). 

I.  Declaration, 

(1).  Several  Counts. 

1.  Where  the  defendant  took  pos- 
session of  premises  under  a  demise  for 
three  years  from  Christmas,  1839,  and 
continued  to  occupy  them  until  the 
27th  of  Jidy,  1841,  when  he  quitted 
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them,  having  paid  rent  to  the  Mid- 
summer previous : — Held^  in  an  ac* 
tion  brought  to  recover  the  rent  which 
subsequently  accrued 'due,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  have  a 
count  on  the  demise  and  also  a  count 
for  use  and  occupation,  but  that  he 
must  make  his  election.  Arden  v. 
Pullen,  430 

2.  Two  counts  on  the  same  policy 
of  insurance,  one  alleging  a  loss  by 
perils  of  the  sea,  and  the  other  a  loss 
by  barratry,  cannot  be  pleaded  toge- 
ther.    Blyth  V.  Shepherd,  763 

(2).  Averment   of  Title  to  demise^ 
when  sujfficient. 

The  declaration  stated,  that  the 
plaintiff,  before  and  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement  thereinafter  mentioned,  was 
lawfiUly  possessed  for  the  residue  of  a 
term,  whereof  twenty-one  years  from 
the  24  th  June,  1841,  were  then  unex- 
pired, of  a  certain  dwelling-house ;  and 
thereupon,  on  the  21st  March,  1841, 
by  an  agreement  made  between  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  plaintiff  should,  on  or  before 
the  24th  June,  1841,  let  the  same  to 
the  defendant,  by  a  lease  to  be  granted 
to  the  defendant  for  twenty-one  years, 
the  said  term  to  commence  from  the 
24  th  June,  1841.  The  declaration 
then  stated  general  performance  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  was  ready 
and  willing  to  let  the  house  to  the  de« 
fendant,  and  to  grant  and  execute  a 
lease;  but  that  the  defendant  did  not 
nor  would  not  become  his  tenant,  or 
accept  the  lease.  Pleas,  first,  that  the ' 
plaintiff  was  not  lawfully  possessed  of 
the  said  house,  for  the  residue  of  the 
said  term,  modo  et  formft:  secondly, 
that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the 
agreement,  had  not  a  good  title  to, 
and  could  not,  on  the  24th  June,  le- 
gally let  the  house  to  the  defendant, 
or  grant  a  lease  for  the  said  term: — 
Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the 
first  plea  was  bad,  as  containing  an 


immaterial  traverse;  and  that  the  tra* 
verse  in  the  second  plea  was  too  large, 
as  it  included  the  title  of  the  plaintiff 
at  the  time  of  the  contract,  as  well  as 
at  the  time  when  the  lease  was  to  be 
good.  Heldy  also,  that  on  general 
demurrer,  the  averment  of  the  plain- 
tiff's readiness  and  willingness  to  grant 
the  lease  was  equivalent  to  an  aver- 
ment of  his  having  a  title  to  grant  it. 
De  Medina  v.  Norman,  820 

II.  Pieae  in  abatement. 

(1).  Coverture, 
Verification  by  Affidavit, 

A  plea  in  abatement,  to  an  action 
of  debt,  of  the  defendant's  coverture, 
is  a  dilatory  plea  requiring  an  affidavit 
of  verification  under  the  stat.  4  Anne, 
c.  1 6,  s.  11:  and  if  there  be  no  such 
affidavit,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
sign  judgment  as  for  want  of  a  plea, 
although  part  of  the  cause  of  action 
accrued  after  the  coverture.  Lovell  v. 
Walker,  299 

III.  Pleaa  in  bar. 

(1).  Rule  to  plead  several  Matters, 

A  defendant  having  obtained  an 
order  to  plead  several  matters,  pleaded 
a  plea  to  the  whole  declaration,  and 
delivered  also  a  demurrer  to  one  count, 
whereupon  the  plaintiff  signed  judg- 
ment as  for  want  of  a  plea.  The 
Court  refused  to  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment, except  on  the  terms  of  the  de- 
fendant's striking  out  the  demurrer, 
and  paying  the  costs  of  his  defective 
pleading.     Baily  v.  Baker,  769 

(2).  Signature, 

A  plea  of  the  Statute  of  limita^ons, 
though  it  need  not  conclude  with  a  ve- 
rification, must  nevertheless  be  signed 
by  counsel.    Roberts  v.  Howard,  838 

M  M  M  2 
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(3).  Puis  darrein  continuance,  when 
pleadable, 

A  judge  at  Nisi  Prius  is  bound  to 
accept  a  plea  puis  darrein  continuance, 
CTcn  after  the  jury  are  sworn,  provided 
it  be  tendered  in  due  form,  and  ac- 
companied with  the  usual  affidavit, 
that^  the  subject-matter  of  it  arose 
within  eight  days  of  the  time  of  its 
being  pleaded. 

Semble,  that  such  affidavit  is  un- 
necessary, where  the  subject-matter  of 
the  appeal  arose  at  the  trial  in  the 
presence  of  the  judge.  Toddy.Endy, 

606 

(4).  Plea  of  Judgment  recovered, 
what  is. 

To  an  action  of  assumpsit  for  money 
lent,  the  defendant  pleaded,  that  in  an 
action  in  which  the  now  defendant 
was  plaintiff,  and  the  now  plaintiff 
was  defendant,  the  now  plaintiff  set 
off  the  same  debt  for  which  the  pre- 
sent action  was  brought,  and  in  that 
action  the  now  defendant  obtained  a 
yerdiiSti—Held,  that  this  was  not  a 
plea  of  judgment  recovered,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  rule  of  H.  T.  4 
Will.  4,  r.  8,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  sign  judgment  as  for  want 
of  a  plea.     Brokenshir  v.  Monger, 

111 

(5).  Payment,  when  proveable  under 
C^eneral  Issue, 

Where  goods  are  sold  for  readv 
money  and  payment  is  made  accord- 
ingly, no  debt  arises,  and  such  pav- 
ment  is  therefore  proveable  under  tne 
general  issue.    Busseg  v.  Bamett, 

312 

(6).  Not  Guilty,  in  Case. 

In  case  for  erecting  a  cesspool  near 
a  well,  and  thereby  contambating  the 
water  of  the  well,  the  plea  of  not 
guilty  puts  in  issue  both  the  fact  of 
the  erection  of  the  cesspool,  and  that 


the  water  was  thereby  contaminated. 
Norton  v.  Scholejield,  665 

(7).  Non  deHnet, 

Under  the  plea  of  non  detinet,  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  verdict  on 
proof  that  the  defendant  has  not  re- 
turned the  chattel  to  the  plaintiff  on 
demand,  having  previously  delivered 
it,  under  a  supposed  contract  of  sale, 
to  a  third  party.    Jones  v.  Dowle,  19 

(8).  Issuable  Pleas, 

1 .  Where,  to  an  action  of  covenant 
on  an  indenture  of  apprenticeship 
against  the  father,  for  br^u^es  by  the 
apprentice,  the  defendant,  being  under 
terms  of  pleading  issuably,  pleaded 
that  the  plaintiffs  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  engineers  as  copartners,  that 
the  covenants  were  made  with  them 
as  such  copartners;  and  that  before 
any  breach  of  duty,  they  dissolved 
partnership :  — Held,  that  the  plea  was 
an  issuable  one,  and  ought  not  to  be 
set  aside.     Lloyd  r.  Blackburn,  363 

2.  To  an  action  by  the  indorsee 
against  the  acceptor  of  a  bill  of  ex- 
change, the  defendant  pleaded,  first, 
that  before  and  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
dorsing of  the  bill  by  the  drawer, 
he,  the  drawer,  was  indebted  to  the 
defendant  in  a  sum  of  money  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  of  the  bill:  and 
that  after  the  bill  became  due,  in  order 
to  deprive  the  defendant  of  his  right 
of  set-off  in  respect  of  the  debt,  he 
fraudulently  indorsed  the  bill,  to  ena- 

.hie  the  plaintiff  to  sue  the  defendant 
on  the  bill,  and  without  any  conside- 
ration for  the  indorsement.  The  de- 
fendant pleaded,  secondly,  that  the 
drawer,  before  he  indorsed  the  bill, 
petitioned  for  relief  under  the  Insol- 
vent Debtors*  Act,  whereby  the  right 
and  title  to  the  bill  vested  in  his  as- 
signees:— Held,  that  both  were  issu- 
able pleas.      Watkins  v.  Bensusan, 

422 

3.  To  a  declaration  in  debt  against 
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executors,  containing  a  count  for  non- 
payment of  money  due  on  a  covenant 
of  the  testator,  Tvith  counts  for  money 
paid,  and  on  an  account  8tated,the  de- 
fendants, being  under  terms  of  plead- 
ing issuably,  pleaded,  1.  that  "the 
writing  in  the  declaration  mentioned  " 
was  not  the  deed  of  the  testator;  2. 
that  "  the  said  writing  in  the  declara- 
tion mentioned  *'  was  executed  for  an 
immoral  consideration  :  —  Held,  that 
these  were  not  issuable  pleas,  being  in 
form  pleaded  to  the  whole  declaration, 
whereas  they  applied  to  the  first  count 
only.     Parratt  v.  Goddard,         458 

(9).  Immaterial  Traveree. 

Declaration  in  assumpsit  stated,  that 
the  defendants  bought  of  the  plaintiff 
a  quantity  of  linseed,  to  be  worked  by 
the  buyers  in  fourteen  days  from  the 
ship's  arrival  in  the  river,  the  price  to 
be  paid  in  ready  money,  less  2|  per 
cent,  discount,  or  by  the  defendants* 
acceptance  at  two  months.  Aver- 
ment, that  the  hnseed  arrived  and 
was  ready  for  deliyery;  that  the  four- 
teen days  had  elapsed;  and  although 
the  pliuntiff  tendered  it  to  the  de- 
fendants for  their  acceptance,  and 
would  have  received  their  acceptance 
at  two  months  for  the  price,  and  al- 
though the  defendants  were  requested 
to  pay  in  ready  money,  or  to  give 
their  acceptance,  and  reiiised  to  do 
the  latter,  and  dischareed  the  plaintiff 
from  tendering  a  bill  ror  their  accept- 
ance, yet  they  did  not  accept  or  work 
the  linseed,  or  pay  for  it  in  ready 
money. — Pleas,  first,  that  the  de- 
fendants were  not  requested  to  pay 
for  the  linseed  in  ready  money,  or  to 
give  their  acceptance:  second,  that 
they  did  not  refuse  to  give  their  ac- 
ceptance, or  discharge  the  plaintiff 
from  tendering  a  bill  for  their  accept- 
ance:— Held,  that  both  pleas  were 
bad,  as  traversing  averments  which 
were  immaterial  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  action.     Spaeth  v.  Hare,  326 


(10).  Duplicity. 

Assumpsit  on  a  bill  of  exchange 
drawn  by  one  S.  B.  upon  and  accepted 
by  the  defendant,  for  £25,  payable 
three  months  after  date.  Plea,  that 
after  the  bill  became  due,  and  before 
the  commencement  of  the  suit,  to 
wit,  &c.,  the  said  S.  B.  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  divers  monies,  to  the  amount 
of  £17,  and  did  for  the  phiintiff  work 
and  kbour  to  the  value  of  £8,  in  full 
satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the  sum 
of  money  in  the  bill  specified,  and  of 
all  damages  sustained  by.  the  non- 
payment thereof,  which  were  then 
accepted  and  received  by  the  plaintiff 
in  such  full  satisfaction  and  discharge; 
and  further,  that  he  the  defendant  ac- 
cepted the  bill  at  the  request  and  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  said  S.  B., 
and  not  otherwise,  and  that  there 
never  was  any  consideration  or  value 
for  the  payment  by  the  defendant  of 
the  said  bill,  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
that  the  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  suit,  held  and 
now  holds  the  said  bill  without  any 
considerstion  or  value  whatever:  — 
Held,  that  the  plea  was  bad  for  dupti- 
dty.     Purseard  Y,  Peek,  196 

(11).  Duplicity — Argumentative  Tra* 
verse* 

Declaration  in  assumpsit,  statmg 
that  the  plaintiff  had  recovered  in  an 
action  against  R.  S.  the  sum  of  £3000, 
and  had  sued  out  a  ca.  sa.  under  which 
R.  S.  had  been  taken  in  execution, 
alleged,  that  in»consideration  that  the 
plaintiff  would  procure  the  release  of 
R.  S.  from  custody,  the  defendant 
promised  to  pay  him  £500.  Aver- 
ment, that  the  plaintiff  did  procure 
the  release  of  R.  S.  from  custody. 
Breach,  in  non-payment  of  the  £500. 

The  defendant  pleaded  as  follows: 
— 1st.  That  R.  S.  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  entitled 
to  privilege  of  Parliament,  and  free- 
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dom  from  arrest;  that  his  release 
from  custody  was  only  on  the  ground 
of  his  being  so  privileged;  that  he  af- 
terwards ceased  to  be  a  member  of 
the  House,  and  became  and  still  is 
liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  at  the 
suit  of  the  plaintiff;  that  the  promise 
of  the  defendant  was  a  promise  to  an- 
swer for  the  debt  of  another,  and  that 
there  was  no  memorandum  in  writing 
thereof. 

2nd.  That  R.  S.,  at  the  time  of 
his  becoming  indebted  to  the  plaintiff, 
was  a  member  of  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament,  and  that  whilst  he  con- 
tinued such  member,  the  plaintiff  re- 
covered judgment  and  issued  a  ca.  sa., 
under  which  he  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody; that  R.  S.  was  as  such  member 
entitled  to  his  discharge  from  arrest, 
and  that  during  the  continuance  of 
his  privilege,  a  judge  ordered  his  dis- 
charge out  of  custody,  and  he  was 
discharged  accordingly;  and  that,  save 
as  aforesaid,  there  never  was  any 
consideration  for  the  defendant's  pro- 
mise:— Held,  on  special  demurrer, 
that  the  first  plea  was  bad  for  dupli- 
city, and  the  second,  as  being  an  ar- 
gumentative traverse  of  the  allegation 
in  the  declaration,  that  the  plaintiff 
had  procured  the  release  of  R.  S.  from 
custody.     Butcher  v.  Steuart,      405 

(12).  Other  Cases. 
To  an  action  of  debt  by  husband 
and  wife,  in  right  of  the  wife  as  exe- 
cutrix, for  money  had  and  received, 
the  defendant  pleaded,  as  to  £35, 
that  that  sum  was  part  of  the  prices 
received  by  him  upon  the  sales  of  two 
horses  of  the  testator,  which  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  plaintiffs  to  be  ad- 
ministered, and  wnich,  under  an  au- 
thority given  by  them  to  the  defend- 
ant, were  sold  by  him  in  his  own 
name,  and  warranted  sound  to  the 
respective  purchasers  [naming  four 
persons] ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  sides 
the  horses  respectively  were  unsotmd; 


that  the  defendant,  from  the  time  of 
the  receipt  of  the  money  until  he  paid 
the  same  as  after  mentioned,  was  in- 
debted to  the  plaintiffs  in  the  sum  of 
£35,  payable  on  request,  for  the  said 
money  so  received  by  him  for  their 
use,  and  always  was  ready  and  willing 
to  pay  it  to  them;  and  that  afler  he 
so  became  indebted,  and  before  the 
commencement  of  the  suit,  he  was, 
by  reason  of  the  breaches  of  the  war- 
ranties as  to  the  said  horses,  com- 
pelled by  the  said  persons  who  so 
purchased  them,  without  any  fault  on 
his  part,  to  repay,  and  did  necessarily 
repay,  to  them  the  said  sum  of  £35, 
and  the  residue  of  the  prices,  whereby 
the  said  debt  of  £35  was  discharged: 
— Held,  on  special  demurrer,  that  the 
plea  was  no  answer  to  the  action. 
Field  V.  Allen,  694 

rV.  RepUealum, 
(1).  Be  Injurid. 

To  an  action  of  assumpsit  by  the 
fourth  indorsee  of  a  foreign  bill  of 
exchange  against  the  first  indorser, 
alleging  for  breach  non-payment  by 
the  drawee,  the  defendant  pleaded, 
that  before  the  bill  became  due,  and 
after  the  indorsement  to  the  third  in- 
dorsee, and  before  the  indorsement  to 
the  plaintiff,  the  bill  was  reftised  ac- 
ceptance, and  was  protested;  that  the 
third  indorsee  and  the  plaintiff,  at  the 
time  of  the  indorsement  to  the  latter, 
had  notice  of  the  non-acceptance  and 
protest;  and  that  the  defendant  had 
not  du^  notice  of  the  non-acceptance 
or  of  the  protest: — Held,  on  special 
demurrer,  that  a  r^lication  de  injuria 
to  this  plea  was  good.  Whitehead  v. 
JFalher,  506 

(2).  Cf  prior  Demand^  to  Plea  of 
Tender. 

Assumpsit  for  work  and  labour, 
money  paid,  and  on  an  account  stated. 
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Plea,  as  to  41.  I6s,,  parcel  &c.,  that, 
after  the  making  of  the  defendants 
promises,  to  wit,  on  &c.,  the  defend- 
ant tendered  to  the  plaintiff  4/.  1 6«., 
and,  as  to  that  sam,  he  has  always 
heen  ready  to  pay  the  said  sum 
of  41.  I6s.  to  the  plaintiff,  and  now 
hrings  the  same  into  Court,  &c. — 
Beplication,  that  hefore  the  making 
of  the  tender  in  the  plea  men- 
tioned, and  before  and  at  the  time  of 
the  demand  and  refusal  hereinafter 
mentioned,  a  larger  sum  than  41. 1 6«., 
to  wit,  71.  12«.,  that  sum  includmg 
the  41.  16«.,  was.  due  from  the  de- 
fendant to  ^e  plaintiff  on  account  of 
divers  of  the  causes  of  action  in  the 
declaration;  and  that  before  the  mak- 
ing of  the  said  tender,  to  wit,  on  &c., 
the  plaintiff  demanded  of  the  defend- 
antpayment  of  the  said  snmof  7/.12«., 
which  so  included  the  said  sum  of 
41.  I6s.i  yet  the  defendant  did  not 
pay  the  said  sum  of  7L  12«.,  or  any 
part  thereof,  but  reftised  to  pay  the 
same  and  every  part  thereof,  and  that 
no  set-off  or  other  just  cause  then 
existed  for  the  non-payment: — Held, 
on  special  demurrer,  that  the  replica- 
tion was  good.  Tyler  t.  Bland,    338 

V.  Frivolous  Demurrer. 

To  a  declaration  in  debt  for  non- 
payment of  money  pursuant  to  a  co- 
venant in  a  "  deed  of  apprenticeship," 
(so  describing  theinstrumentthrongh- 
out  the  decUration),  the  defendant 
pleaded,  "that  the  said  indenture  in 
the  dedaration  mentioned  is  not  his 
deed."  On  special  demurrer  to  the 
plea,  the  Court  refused  to  set  aside 
the  demurrer  as  frivolous,  and  inti- 
mated their  opinion  that  the  plea  was 
bad.     Bird  Y.  Holman,  761 

VI.  Arreet  of  Judgment,  or  Ventre  de 
Novo. 

A  declaration  in  debt  contained  a 
count  on  a  bill  of  exchange  by  indor- 


see against  drawer,  and  also  counts 
for  money  paid,  and  on  an  account 
stated,  it  appeared  from  one  of  the 
pleas  to  the  first  count,  that  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  were  not  immediate 
parties  to  the  bill,  and  the  Court  there- 
fore held  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
recover  on  that  count:  and  the  plain- 
tiff having  at  the  trial  obtained  a  ver- 
dict for  the  amount  of  the  bill,  with 
general  damages,  the  Court  awarded 
a  venire  de  novo,  but  refused  to  arrest 
Uie  judgment.     Lewin  r.  Edwards, 

720 

POOR  BATE. 

Dietreu  on  Tenant  for  Rates  due  from 
Landiard.  Construction  of  Local 
Act. 

By  a  local  act,  10  Geo.  3,  c.  bar., 
the  15  th  section  enacted,  that  the 
rates  directed  by  that  act  to  be  made 
should  and  might,  on  refusal  or  n^- 
lect  to  pay  the  same  by  any  person  or 
persons  liable  thereto,  be  recovered  in 
such  manner  as  the  rates  made  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  are  directed  to 
be  recovered;  and  by  the  17th  sec- 
tion it  was  provided,  that  any  person, 
whether  landlord  or  tenant,  who 
should  let  out  his  or  her  house  in  sepa- 
rate apartments,  or  ready  furnished  to 
a  lodger  or  lodgers,  should  be  deemed 
to  be  the  occupier  thereof,  and  might 
be  rated  or  assessed  a4XX)rdingly,  and 
should  be  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  sum  so  rated.  And  s.  18  enacted, 
that  the  goods  and  chattels  of  each 
and  every  person  renting  or  occupy- 
ing any  separate  part  or  apartment 
in  such  house  or  building,  or  rentins 
or  occupying  any  ready-furnished 
house,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  be 
liable  to  be  distrained  and  sold  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  rates:  — Held, 
first,  that  under  that  act,  the  goods  of 
a  lodger  are  liable  to  be  distrained 
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and  sold  for  rates  assessed  upon  and 
dae  from  the  landlord,  under  a  war* 
rant  directing  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  to  take  the  goods  of  the 
landlord. 

The  warrant  redted  that  the  rates 
were  due  from  D.,  the  landlord;  that 
they  had  heen  lawfully  demanded,  and 
refused  to  be  paid;  and  that  it  had 
been  fully  proved  to  the  justices  on 
oath,  that  D.  had  been  duly  sum- 
moned before  them  to  shew  cause  why 
he  had  refused  to  pay  the  rates;  but 
that  he  had  not  shewn  any  sufficient 
cause : — Held,  in  an  action  against  the 
constable  for  seizing  the  goods,  that 
it  was  not  any  objection  that  there 
was  uo  proof  that  the  landlord  had 
been  duly  summoned. 

Held, '  also,  that  the  action  could 
not  be  maintained  against  the  consta- 
ble for  any  thing  done  under  the  war- 
rant, without  ademand  of  a  perusal  and 
copy  of  the  warrant,  unless  he  were 
guilty  of  any  excess;  in  which  case  he 
would  be  liable  for  such  excess,  with- 
out  such  a  demand. 

The  constable  having  entered  the 
house  of  D.  and  there  distrained  the 
goods  of  a  lodger,  placed  a  person  in 
possession  of  the  goods  in  the  room 
m  which  they  were,  saying  that,  un- 
less the  money  were  paid,  he  should 
remain  there  five  days;  he  remained 
in  possession  eight  hours,  until  the 
lodger  paid  the  amount  to  redeem  the 
goods: — Held,  that  this  was  not  an 
impounding,  but  that  it  was  a  ques* 
tion  for  the  jury  whether  he  had  re- 
mained an  unreasonable  time  for  the 
removal  of  the  goods  under  the  war- 
rant.    Peppercorn  v«  Ho/^utn,      618 

POWER. 
Execution  of—Atte$taHon. 

A  power  to  demise  premises  with 
the  consent  of  A.  B.,  in  writing,  duly 
aiieeted,  is  not  well  executed  by  a 
demise  which  professes  to  be  made 


with  the  consent  of  A.  B.,  "  testified 
by  his  being  a  party  to  those  pre- 
sents;" the  meaning  is,  that  the 
written  consent  shall  be  signed  in  the 
presence  of  a  witness.  Fresk/ield  v. 
Beed,  404 

PRACTICE. 

(I).  On  numing  to  reeeind  Judged 
Order. 

An  affidavit  in  support  of  a  rule  to 
rescind  a  Judge's  order,  need  not  take 
notice  of  a  previous  application  for 
the  same  purpose  made  at  chambers, 
and  refused;  unless  it  be  necessary  to 
do  so  in  order  to  account  for  apparent 
delay  in  making  the  application  to  the 
Court.     Tkamae  v.  Evans,  829 

(2).  Service  of  Rule. 

An  affidavit  of  service  of  a  rule  nisi 
stated  that  the  deponents  served  ''the 
above-named  defendant  with  a  true 
copy  of  the  rule,  by  delivering  and 
leaving  with  one  H.,  at  the  defend- 
ant's residence,  situate  &c.,  a  true 
copy  of  the  said  rule,  and  at  the  same 
time  shewing  the  original  thereof,  and 
that  the  said  H.  promised  to  deliver  the 
said  copy  to  the  defendant:" — Held 
to  be  insufficient,  as  it  did  not  shew  a 
service  on  any  person  connected  with 
the  defendant's  residence.  Taylor  v. 
Whitworth,  478 

(3).  RuU  to  strike  out  Pleas. 

Rule  to  strike  out  pleas  allowed  by 
a  judse  at  chambers  will  not  be  enter- 
tained by  the  Court;  the  rule  should 
be  to  set  aside  the  judge's  order. 
Turquand  v.  Hawtrey,  727 

(4).  Non  issuable  Plea,  how  waived. 

Obtaining  time  to  reply  is  a  wai- 
ver of  an  objection  that  the  plea  is 
not  an  issuable  one,  the  defendant 
having  been  under  terms  to  plead  is- 
suably.     Trott  v.  Smith,  765 
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(5).  Rule  to  produce  Record, 

Where,  on  an  issue  on  nul  tiel  re- 
cord, the  record  is  to  be  produced  hj 
the  defendant,  a  four-daj  side-bar 
rule  to  produce  it  is  necessary,  and  a 
notice  to  the  defendant  to  produce  it 
is  not  sufficient.  Svoinbum  t.  Tay- 
lor,  43 

(6).  Notice  of  Trial. 

A  notice  of  trial  in  an  inferior  court 
of  record  is  insufficient,  unless  it  spe- 
cify the  day  of  trial.  Such  defect  is 
fvaived  by  the  defendant's  taking  out 
a  summons  to  set  aside  the  notice, 
and  insisting,  on  the  hearing  of  the 
summons,  on  a  different  objection 
only,  which  is  overruled  by  the  judge. 
Farmer  v.  Mount/or t,  100 

(7).  Issues  in  Law  and  Fact,  Order 
of  Determination  of. 

Where  there  are  issues  both  in  fact 
and  in  law  in  an  action,  although  the 
plaintiff  has  an  option  to  try  either 
first,  that  is  subject  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Court;  and  they  will,  in  gene- 
ral, direct  the  issues  in  law  to  be  de- 
termined fijrst,  since  the  cause  may 
be  decided  thereby,  and  the  trial  be- 
come unnecessary;  and  also  because 
after  verdict  there  can  be  no  amend- 
ment on  the  demurrer.  Crucknell  v. 
Trueman,  684 

(8).  Judgment  as  in  case  of  Nonsuit. 

1 .  Peremptory  Undertaking  given  hy 

Husband  and  W\fe. 

Where  in  an  action  by  husband  and 
wife,  in  right  of  the  wife  as  execu- 
trix, a  peremptory  undertaking  was 
given  to  try  at  a  specified  time;  and 
the  husband  afterwards  died: — Held, 
that  the  undertaking  was  not  binding 
on  the  wife.     Lee  v.  Armstrong,     14 

2.  Service  of  Rule  containing  Peremp' 

tory  Undertaking. 

Where  a  rule  nisi  for  judgment  as 


in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  is  discharged  on 
a  peremptory  undertaking,  either  party 
may  draw  up  the  rule  containing  the 
undertaking,  and  if  the  defendant  does 
so  he  must  serve  the  plaintiff  with  it, 
to  enable  him  to  try  according  to  the 
undertaking;  and  where  the  plaintiff 
gave  a  peremptory  undertaking  to  try 
at  the  sittings  after  term,  and  on  de- 
fault a  rule  absolute  was  obtained  for 
judgment  as  in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  the 
Court  set  aside  that  rule  and  all 
proceedinss  thereon  for  irregularity, 
the  defendant  not  having  served  the 
plaintiff  with  the  rule  containing  the 
undertaking  until  the  first  day  of  the 
sittings.     Sawyer  v.  Thompson,    248 

PRINCIPAL  AND  AGENT. 

See  Money  had  and   received, 

(1). 

PRINCIPAL  AND  SURETY. 

(1).  Liability  of  Principal  on  Cove- 
nant unth  Surety. 

The  plaintiff  and  defendant  being 
joint  makers  of  a  promissory  note,  the 
defendant  as  principal  and  the  plain- 
tiff as  his  surety,  the  defendant  cove- 
nanted with  the  plaintiff  to  pay  the 
amount  to  the  payee  of  the  note  on  a 
given  day,  but  made  default: — Held, 
in  an  action  on  this  covenant,  that 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled,  though  he 
had  not  paid  the  note,  to  recover  the 
full  amount  of  it  by  way  of  damages. 
Loosemore  v.  Radford,  657 

(2).  lAobUity  of  Surety  on  Agreement 
to  join  Principal  in  Bond. 

To  a  dedaration  stating  that  T.  was 
the  lessee  of  certain  tolls,  and  that  S. 
and  the  defendants  agreed  to  join  with 
T.  in  a  bond  conditioned  for  payment 
of  the  rent  under  the  lease;  and  alleg- 
ing as  a  breach  that  the  defendant 
refiised  to  jom  T.  m  the  bond:  the 
defendant  pleaded,  first,  that  at  the 
time  of  tendering  the  bond  to  him,  S. 
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had  not  execnted  the  same,  nor  was 
he  present  ready  to  execute  it  jointlj 
with  the  defendant:  2nd,  that  S.  died 
before  the  oommenoement  of  the  suit, 
and  that  before  his  death  the  bond 
was  not  tendered  to  the  defendant  for 
execution,  nor  was  he  requested  to 
execute  it: — Held^  that  the  pleas  were 
bad.     Home  y.  Eamadale,  329 

PROCESS. 

(1).  Amendment  cf, 

A  judge  made  an  order  for  the  ar- 
rest of  the  defendant  for  £422.  The 
capias  was  indorsed  for  422/.  13«.  4</., 
(the  real  amount  g^  the  debt).  The 
Court  refused  to  discharge  the  de- 
fendant out  of  custody,  and  directed 
the  writ  to  be  amended  on  payment 
by  the  plaintiff  of  the  costs  of  the  ap- 
plication for  the  defendant's  discharge. 
Ploek  y.  Pacheeoy  342 

(2).  Variance  of  Writ  from  Affidavit 
to  hoid  to  BaU. 

1.  The  affidayit  in  support  of  a 
capias  described  the  plaintiff  as  *'  J.R* 
one  of  the  public  officers  of  the  Wes- 
tern District  Banking  Company  fir 
Devon  and  Cornwall:**  in  the  writ 
these  last  words  were  omitted.  The 
Court  discharged,  without  costs,  a 
rule  for  discharging  the  defendant  out 
of  custody  on  the  ground  of  the  ya- 
riance,  upon  the  plaintiff's  filing  a 
fresh  affidayit,  omitting  those  words 
in  the  title.     Bichards  y.  JH»praUe^ 

459 

2.  Where  an  affidayit  of  debt  de- 
scribed the  plaintiff  as  <«W.B.  the 
younger,"  but  in  the  capias  he  was 
called  "  W.  B."  only,  his  father  bear- 
ing  the  same  name  and  residing  in 
the  same  town  as  himself: — Held^ 
that  the  writ  was  bad,  but  the  Court 
allowed  the  plaintiff  to  amend  it  on 
payment  of  costs^  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiff  might  suffer  a  detriment 
if  the  defendant  weie  discharged  out 


of  custody,  and  it  not  bemg  a  mere 
question  of  costs.  BUton  y.  .C/<9»- 
perton,  473 

RELEASE. 

See  Deed. 

Pleading,  III.,  (3). 
Witness,  (1),  (1). 

RENT. 
See  Limitation  Act. 

REPLEADER. 
See  Limitations,  Statute  of,  (2). 

SHERIFF. 

(1).  Atta^meni  a^amat. 

1.  For  not  returning  Writ  retuwnMt 
in  Term, 

The  rale  rf  M.  T.,  3  Will.  4,  r.  13, 
applies  only  to  the  case  of  writs  issued 
ajid  returnable  \nyMa^aou\  in  the  case 
of  a  fi.  fa.  issued  in  yacation,  but  re- 
tnmable,  under  a  judge's  order  ob- 
tained in  yacation,  on  a  day  in  term, 
the  plaintiff  must  still  pursue  the  old 
practice,  and  cannot  bring  the  sheriff 
mto  contempt  after  the  writ  has  been 
actually  returned,  although  after  the 
day  on  which  it  was  returnable.  Wil- 
liamson  y.  Harrison,  225 

2.  How  waived. 

A  plaintiff  does  not  waiye  hb  right 
to  an  attachment  against  the  sheriff 
for  not  duly  returning  a  writ  of  fi.  fa., 
by  directing  him,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  role  to  return  the  writ,  to  oro- 
ceed  with  the  execution,  which  had 
been  suspended  by  an  adyerse  daim. 
Howitt  y.  Biekaif,  52 

STAMP. 

See    Fraitdb,    Statute    or,    (1). 
Money  had  and  rxceived,  1. 

On  mortgage, 
A  firm  that  was  negoliatbg  to  ob- 


STATUTE. 
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tain  an  adTsnce  of  money  on  their 
bill,  wrote  to  the  proposed  lender, 
stating  that,  in  consideration  of  his 
accepting  their  draft,  they  handed 
him  therewith  the  bill  of  lading  and 
policy  of  insurance  for  wines  expected 
to  arrive,  which  would  afford  him  se- 
curity beyond  the  amount  of  the  bill, 
and  engaging  to  land  and  warehouse 
the  wines,  to  be  held  at  his  disposal: 
— Held,  that  this  document  did  not 
require  a  mortgage  stamp,  within  the 
55  Greo.  3,  c.  184,  sched,  part  1,  title 
'Mortgage.'     Harria  t»  Birch,     591 

STATUTE. 

See  Navigation  Act. 
Poor  Rate. 
Tender  of  Amends. 

Construction  of. 
By  a  local  act,  for  raising  the  sum 
of  £21,000  to  pay  the  amount  of  da- 
mages recovered  of  the  hundred  of  B. 
for  the  partial  destruction  of  Notting- 
ham Castle  by  rioters,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  N.  were 
empowered  to  borrow  the  required 
sum  by  mortgage,  or  a  sale  of  annui- 
ties secured  on  the  proportion  of  the 
county  rate  chargeable  on  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  hundred  of  B.  And  by 
sect.  5,  the  justices  were  required  to 
charge  the  proportion  of  the  county 
rate  to  be  raised  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  hundred  (except  as  thereinafter 
mentioned)  not  only  with  the  interest 
of  the  money  borrowed,  but  also  with 
the  payment  of  such  further  sum  as 
should  insure  the  payment  of  the  sum 
borrowed  within  seven  years,  or  with 
the  payment  of  such  annuities  for 
the  like  period,  as  should  be  agreed 
to  be  paid  or  granted  in  respect  of 
any  part  of  the  money  so  borrowed; 
and  such  sums  should  be  assessed 
and  recovered  on  the  hundred  in 
such  manner  as  county  rates  are  di- 
rected to  be  assessed  and  recovered; 


and  should  be  paid  and  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  justices  in  dis- 
charge of  the  interest,  and  so  many  of 
the  principal  sums  secured,  or  of  such 
annuities,  as  such  money  would  ex- 
tend to  discharge  in  each  year,  until 
the  whole  of  the  money  should  be 
paid.  The  8th  sect,  provided  a  me- 
thod  for  each  parish  to  exempt  itself 
from  the  operation  of  the  act,  by  pay- 
ing its  proportionate  quota  in  the  first 
instance,  and  for  that  purpose  direct- 
ed the  justices,  after  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  sum  to  be  borrowed, 
to  specify  and  declare  the  sum  to  be 
paid  or  contributed  by  each  parish  as 
the  proportionate  quota  or  share  of 
the  whole  sum  so  ascertained;  and 
also  to  appoint  a  day  on  or  before 
which  the  churchwardens  or -overseers 
of  the  poor  of  any  such  parish,  de- 
sirous of  paying  the  full  amount  of  its 
proportionate  quota,  might  pay  the 
same  to  the  person  appointed  as  re- 
ceiver under  the  act;  and  upon  pay- 
ment thereof,  such  parish  should  be 
.discharged  from  all  future  payments 
relating  to  the  integral  sum  whereof 
such  quota  should  have  been  so  paid, 
and  from  the  interest  thereof,  and  also 
from  any  share  of  the  expenses,  &c. 
And  the  9th  sect,  enabled  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  in  every  such 
parish,  to  raise  the  sum  required  as 
the  quota  of  such  parish,  by  loan  on 
the  security  of  their  parochial  rates, 
to  be  repaid  within  seven  years. 

In  pursuance  of  the  8th  sect, 
the  justices  fixed  the  quota  of  each 
parish  in  the  hundred.  Four  availed 
themselves  of  the  option  of  paying 
their  quota.  The  parish  of  R.,  and 
thirty  more,  did  not;  and  the  justices 
raised  the  required  sum,  after  allow- 
ing for  these  payments,  by  granting 
annuities  of  £3600  per  annum,  for 
seven  years. 

Held,  that  the  effect  of  the  8th  and 
9th  sections  was  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  5th  section  those  pa- 
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rishes  only  who  paid  their  ascertained 

auota;  that  the  annuities  granted  by 
le  justices  to  pay  the  remainder  were 
to  be  secured  upon  the  portion  of  the 
county  rate  raised  upon  the  hundred 
of  B./  with  the  exception  of  those  pa- 
rishes which  had  paid;  and  that  the 
county  rate,  with  those  exceptions, 
was  liable  in  the  aggregate  to  the  in- 
cumbrance, which  was  to  be  raised,  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  county  rate, 
by  order  of  the  justices,  in  the  same 
way  in  all  respects  as  the  other  county 
rate  is  leyied.     Walker  y.  Sherwin, 

266 

STOCK-JOBBING  ACT. 

Indebitatus  assumpsit  for  stock 
sold  and  caused  to  be  transferred  by 
the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  and  by 
the  defendant  duly  accepted. — Plea, 
that  the  stock  alleged  to  be  caused  to 
be  transferred  was  so  caused  to  be 
transferred  by  virtue  of  an  agree- 
ment with  the  plaintiff  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  same,  in  consideration  of 
4531/.  5«.  to  be  therefore  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  for  the  same;  and  that,  at 
the  time  of  making  such  agreement, 
the  plaintiff  wtu  not  actually  pos- 
sensed  of  or  entitled  to  the  stock  in 
his  own  right,  &c.;  by  means  whereof 
the  said  contract  became  and  was  null 
and  void :  — Held,  on  error  brought 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  that  the  plea  was  no  an- 
swer to  the  action,  and  that  the  con- 
tract was  not  within  7  Geo.  2,  c.  8, 
8.  8;  affirming  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  below.    M'Callan  v.  Mortimer, 

636 

STOPPAGE  IN  TRANSITU. 

A  notice  of  stoppage  in  transitu, 
to  be  effectual,  must  be  given  either 
to  the  person  who  has  the  immediate 
custody  of  the  goods,  or  to  the  prin- 
cipal whose  servant  has  the  custody, 
at  such  a  time,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances as  that  he  may  by  the 


exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  com- 
municate it  to  his  servant  in  time  to 
prevent  the  delivery  to  the  consignee. 
Therefore,  where  timber  was  sent 
from  Quebec,  to  be  delivered  at  Port 
Fleetwood  in  Lancashire,  a  notice  of 
stoppage  given  to  the  shipowner  at 
Montrose,  while  the  goods  were  on 
their  voyage,  whereupon  he  sent  a 
letter  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  cap- 
tain at  Fleetwood,  directing  him  to 
deliver  the  cargo  to  the  agents  of  the 
vendor — was  held  not  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient notice  of  stoppage  in  transitu. 

The  vessel  arrived  in  port  on  the 
8th  of  August,  on  which  day,  before 
the  captain  had  received  his  owner's 
letter,  the  agent  of  the  assignees 
of  the  vendee  (who  had  become 
bankrupt)  went  on  board,  and  told 
the  captain  he  had  come  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  car8;o.  He  went  into 
the  cabin,  into  which  the  ends  of 
timber  projected,  and  saw  and  touch- 
ed the  timber.  When  the  agent  first 
stated  that  he  came  to  take  possession 
the  captain  made  no  reply,  but  sub- 
sequently, at  the  same  interview,  told 
him  that  he  would  deliver  him  the 
cargo  when  he  was  satisfied  about  his 
freight.  They  then  went  on  shore 
together.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
agent  of  the  vendor  came  on  board, 
and  served  a  notice  of  stoppage  in 
transitu  upon  the  mate,  who  had 
charge  of  the  cargo;  and  a  few  days 
afterwards  received  possession  of  the 
cargo  from  the  captain: — Held,  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  there  was 
no  actual  possession  taken  of  the 
goods  by  the  assignees;  and  that,  as 
there  was  no  contract  by  the  captain 
to  hold  the  goods  as  their  agen^  the 
circumstances  did  not  amount  to  a 
constructive  possession  of  the  goods 
by  them. 

Quare,  whether  the  act  of  marking, 
or  taking  samples,  or  the  like,  with- 
out any  removal  of  any  part  of  the 
goods  from  the  possession  of  the  car- 
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rier,  even  though  done  with  the  in- 
tention of  taking  possession,  will 
amount  to  a  constructive  possession, 
unless  accompanied  by  circumstances 
denoting  that  the  carrier  was  intended 
to  keep»  and  assented  to  keep,  pos- 
session of  the  goods  as  the  agent  of 
the  vendee. 

Before  the  consignor  knew  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  consignee,  he  had 
sent  three  letters  to  the  manager  of  a 
bank  in  Liverpool,  inclosing  bills 
drawn  by  himself  upon  certain  parties, 
and  he  referred  therein  to  the  de- 
fendants as  persons  who  would  settle 
any  irregularity  that  might  occur  re- 
specting the  acceptances.  These  let- 
ters were  communicated  to  the  de- 
fendants, and  assented  to  by  them. 
Another  letter  to  the  same  party  in- 
closed a  bill  drawn  upon  the  consig- 
nee for  the  price  of  the  timber  in 
question:— ITe^  that  the  letters 
were  admissible  in  evidence,  and  were 
some  evidence  to  shew  an  authority 
in  the  defendants  to  stop  the  cargo  in 
transitu. 

The  consignor,  before  the  stoppage 
in  transitu,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  de- 
fendants, in  which  he  assumed  that 
they  had  stopped  the  cargo,  and  gave 
directions  as  to  the  sale  of  it.  This 
letter  did  not  reach  the  defendants 
until  after  the  stoppage.  Qtoere, 
whether  it  gave  authority  to  them  to 
stop  the  cargo  at  the  time  of  the  stop- 
page, or  amounted  to  a  valid  ratifica- 
tion of  that  act.  Whitehead  v.  An^ 
dersan,  518 

TENDER. 

See  Pleading,  IV.  (2). 

When  neeewary  before  Action  of 

ArOVeTu 

In  trover  by  the  owner  of  goods 
against  a  carrier  who  has  detained  the 
goods  under  a  claim  of  lien,  it  is  not 
necessary,  in  order  to  entitle  the 
plaintiff  to  recover,  that  he  should 


prove  an  actual  tender  of  the  carriage 
money,  if  it  appear  that  he  was  ready 
to  pay  it,  but  that  the  defendant  re- 
fused to  deliver  the  goods  except  on 
payment  of  an  alleged  old  balance, 
which  the  jury  find  not  to  have  been 
really  due.     Jonea  v.  Tarleton^     675 

TENDER  OF  AMENDS. 

By  Party  acting  in  execution  of 
Statute, 

By  a  local  Act  (6  Geo.  4,  c.  Ixx.), 
certain  commissioners  were  empower- 
ed to  cause  any  '*  present  or  future 
sewers,  ditches,  drains,  &c.  to  be 
opened,  enlarged,  altered,  or  cleansed : " 
and  it  was  enacted,  that  in  case  any 
action  should  be  brought  against  any 
person  for  any  thing  done  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act,  or  in  relation  to  the 
matters  therein  contained,  the  plain- 
tiff should  not  recover  in  any  such  ac- 
tion, if  tender  of  amends  should  have 
been  made  to  him,  &c.,  or  his  attor- 
ney, by  or  on  behalf  of  the  defendant, 
&c.  before  such  action  brought;  and 
in  case  no  such  tender  should  be 
made,  that  it  should  be  lawfhl  for  the 
defendant,  by  leave  of  the  Court,  to 
pay  money  into  Court;  and  if  the 
matter  should  appear  to  have  been 
done  in  pursuance  and  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  act,  and  after  sufficient 
satisfaction  made  or  tendered  as  afore- 
said, then  that  the  jury  should  find  for 
the  defendant. 

The  commissioners,  of  whom  the 
defendant  was  one,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  inspect  a  certain  ditch,  with 
a  view  to  widening  the  same,  and  to 
report  thereon.  The  committee  hav« 
ing  reported  thereon  in  favour  of 
widening  the  ditch,  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  a  second  committee, 
of  whom  the  defendant  was  one,  to 
confer  with  a  surveyor  respecting  the 
work,  with  power  to  two  of  them  to 
act.  The  defendant  being  afterwards 
told  by  the  derk  to  the  commissioners 
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that  he  might  proceed  without  fur« 
ther  instrnctioDS  from  the  coinmis- 
sioners,  took  the  plaintifP's  land  for 
the  purpose  of  wideniog  the  drain, 
without  having  given  him  notice  or 
obtained  his  consent.  The  land  was 
taken  for  the  bona  fide  purpose  of 
widening  the  drain.  The  defend- 
ant, before  action,  tendered  £10  as 
amends,  which  the  plaintiff  refused  to 
accept;  but  no  tender  was  pleaded, 
nor  was  the  amount  paid  into  Court. 
The  iury  found  the  trespass,  and  that 
the  damage  amounted  to  £5: — Held, 
first,  that  although  neither  the  de- 
fendant nor  the  commissioners  were 
authorized  to  take  plaintiff's  land 
without  his  consent  m  writing,  yet 
the  defendant  was  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  act. 

Secondly,  that  the  defendant  was 
not  bound  to  plead  the  tender,  or  pay 
the  amount  tendered  into  Court. 
Jimes  T.  Oooday^  736 

TITHE  COMMUTATION  ACT. 

(I).  Riffht  of  Commissioners  to  enters 
tain  successive  Claims  of  Modus, 

Where  a  claim  of  a  modus  or  other 
exemption  from  tithe  is  preferred  be- 
fore the  tithe  commissioners  appoint- 
ed under  6  &  7  Will.  4,  c.  71,  who 
decide  against  the  claim  set  up,  the 
party  is  not  precluded  from  setting 
up  a  claim  to  a  different  modus  on 
the  same  lands,  unless  the  commis- 
sioners have  made  their  final  award 
under  the  act;  even  though  a  feigned 
issue,  delivered  under  the  46  th  sec- 
tion, be  pending  to  try  the  validity  of 
the  first  modus.      Barker  v.  Birch^ 

129 

(2).    Expenses    of    Apportionment^ 
what  are. 

Expenses  incurred  by  the  employ- 
ment of  an  attorney  by  the  land- 
owners of  a  parish,  to  conduct  the 
proceedings  towards  a  oommatation  of 


the  tithes  of  the  parish,  under  the 
Stat.  6  &  7  WiU.  4,  c.  71,  are  not 
"  expenses  of  or  incident  to  making 
the  apportionment,"  within  the  75th 
section  of  that  act:  and  the  attorney 
may  therefore  recover  the  amount  of 
his  bill  for  such  services,  in  an  action 
against  the  landowners  who  were  par- 
ties to  employing  him.  Hinekclife 
V.  Jrmitsteadf  155 

TOWER  HAMLETS  COURT  OP 
REQUESTS'  ACT. 

See  Court  of  Requests'  Act. 

TRESPASS. 
(I).  To  Real  Property. 

1.  Statement  of  Abuttals. 
In  trespass  qu.  d.  fV.,  a  description 
of  a  close  by  two  abuttals  only  is  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  the  rule  of 
H.  T.  4  Will.  4,  trespass,  1.  North 
V.  Ingamells^  249 

(2).  De  bonis  asportatis, 
1.  Damages  in. 
Trespass  for  breaking  and  entering 
the  dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
taking  away  certain  goods  therein,  not 
alleging  them  to  be  the  plaintiff's 
goods.  Plea,  not  guilty  b^  statute. 
The  learned  judge  at  the  tnal  having 
directed  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  with  nominal  damages, 
for  tne  trespass  to  the  house: — Heldf 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
damages  also  for  the  value  of  the 
goods,  as  they  were  not  all^;ed  to  be 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff.  Pritch- 
ard  V.  Long^  666 

(3).  By  taking  Minerals. 
1.  Damages  in. 
In  trespass  for  taking  coals  from 
the  plaintiff's  mine,  where  the  de- 
fendant is  a  mere  wrong-doer,  the 
measure  of  damages  is  the  value  oi 
the  coals  at  the  time  when  they  first 
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existed  as  chattels,  and  the  defendant 
is  not  entitled  to  any  deduction  for 
the  expense  of  getting  them,  or  for  a 
rent  payable  to  the  mine-owner  on 
coals  got  from  the  mine.  Wild  v. 
Holt,  672 

TROVER. 
See  Tender. 

USE  AND  OCCUPATION. 
lAahUity  of  Tenants  holding  over. 

Where  premises  are  let  for  a  certain 
term  to  A.  &  B.,  and  A.  holds  over 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term,  with 
B/s  assent,  both  are  liable  in  an  action 
for  use  and  occupation,  for  so  long  as 
A.  continues  actually  to  occupy,  but 
no  longer. 

Qiuere,  whether  both  are  so  liable 
where  A.  holds  over  without  B.*8  con- 
sent.    Chriety  t.  Tanered,  438 

VENIRE  DE  NOVO. 
See  Pleading,  VI. 

WARRANT  OF  ATTORNEY. 
Attestation, 

A  warrant  of  attorney  was  attested 
in  the  following  form:  '*  Signed,  seal- 
ed, and  delivered  by  J.  A.,  in  my  pre- 
sence, and  I  subscribe  myself  as  attor- 
ney for  the  said  J.  A.,  expressly 
named  by  him  to  attest  his  execution 
of  these  presents:" — Held,  hj  Alder- 
eon,  B.,  to  be  insufficient;  Parke,  B., 
dubitante. 

But  assuming  such  attestation  to  be 
had,  held,  that  it  was  not  such  gross 
ne^gence  as  to  preclude  the  attorney 
of  the  creditor  from  recoyering  his 
charges  in  respect  of  the  warrant  of 
attorney,  it  haying  been  set  aside  as 
defectiye.   ElHngton  y.  Holland,  659 

WARRANTY. 
0/ Horoe-^Uneoundneee,  what  is. 
The  term  *•  sound,"  in  a  warranty 


of  a  horse  or  other  animal,  implies  the 
absence  of  any  disease  or  seeds  of  dis- 
ease in  the  animal  at  the  time,  which 
actually  diminishes  or  in  its  progress 
will  diminish  his  natural  usefulness  in 
the  work  to  which  he  would  properly 
and  ordinarily  be  applied.  Kiddell  y. 
Bumard,  668 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES' 
ACT. 

See  Navigation  Act,  1. 

Authority  of  Inspector, 

An  inspector  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures, appointed  by  the  sessions  under 
the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  63,  s.  17,  and 
having  a  general  warrant  from  a  ma- 
gistrate, under  s.  28,  to  act  as  such 
within  his  jurisdiction,  may,  by  virtue 
of  such  appointment  and  warrant,  en- 
ter any  shop,  &c.,  within  his  district, 
at  all  seasonable  times,  to  examine 
and  seize  false  weights  and  measures, 
and  need  not  have  a  special  warrant 
from  a  justice  in  each  individual  case. 
Hutchings  v.  Reeves,  7A7 

WITNESS. 
(1).  Competency, 
I.  OfNextofEin. 

In  an  action  against  an  administra- 
tor for  taking  the  plaintiff's  goods,  to 
which  he  pleaded  that  they  were  his 
goods  as  administrator: — Held,  that 
one  of  the  next  of  kin  of  the  intestate 
was  a  competent  witness  for  the  de- 
fendant, without  a  release. 

Quisere,  whether  a  release  by  two  of 
the  next  of  kin  to  the  administrator, 
of  their  respective  interests  in  the 
goods  the  subject  of  the  action,  re- 
quired more  than  one  stamp  7 

Such  a  release  (if  necessary)  would 
have  been  sufficient,  without  extend- 
ing also  to  the  costs  of  the  action;  in- 
asmuch as  they  would  not  necessarily 
be  allowed  to  the  administrator  as  a 
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charge  on  the  estate,  in  case  of  a  yer- 
dict  for  the  plaintiff.   Thomas  t.  Bird, 

68 

2.  Of  Co-contr actor. 

In  an  action  against  one  of  sereral 
joint  contractors,  the  other  co-contrac- 
tors are  competent  witnesses  for  the 
defendant,  since  the  stat.  3  &  4  Will. 
4,  c.  42,  ss.  26,  27.  Poole  y.  Palmer, 

71 

3.  Of  Copyholder  to  prove  Custom. 

lii  an  action  hy  the  lord  of  a  manor 
against  a  copyholder,  for  taking  stones, 
where  the  defendant  justifies  under  an 
alleged  custom  of  the  manor,  entitling 
the  copyholders  to  take  the  stones  to 
he  used  on  premises  within  the  manor, 
any  other  copyholder  is  a  competent 
witness  for  the  defendant  since  the 
Stat.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42,  ss.  26,  27. 
Hoyle  y.  Coupe,  450 

WRIT,  AMENDMENT  OF. 
See  Process,  (I). 

WRIT  OF  TRIAL. 

See  CoxjRT  of  Requests*  Acts. 

(1).  Jury  to  he  summoned  under. 

A  writ  of  trial  was  directed  to  the 
recorder  of  a  borough,  directing  him 
to  summon  a  jury  of  the  borough,  duly 
qualified  according  to  law: — Heldre- 
gular,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary, 
under  the  sUt.  3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  42, 
s.  1 7>  that  the  jury  should  be  taken 
from  the  county.  Farmer  y.  Mount- 
fort,  100 


(2).  Amendment  of  informalities  in. 

Where  the  issue  and  writ  of  trial 
were  informal  in  the  following  re- 
spects:— 1.  that  the  date  of  the  writ 
of  summons  did  not  appear  in  the 
writ  of  trial ;  2.- that  the  issue  did 
not  recite  any  writ  of  summons  or 
award  of  yenire;  3.  that  the  award  of 
yenire,  in  the  writ  of  trial,  stated  the 
debt  to  be  aboye  £20;  4.  that  the 
writ  of  trial  bore  no  date;  and  5.  that 
it  did  not  recite  when  and  out  of  what 
Court  it  issued:  the  defendant  haying 
appeared  at  the  trial  without  objec- 
tion, and  a  yerdict  haying  been  found 
for  the  plaintiff,  the  Court  refused  to 
set  aside  the  proceedings,  but  directed 
that  the  writ  of  trial  should  be  amend- 
ed, the  plaintiff  paying  the  costs  of 
the  amendment  and  of  the  application 
to  set  aside  the  proceedings.  Emery 
y.  Howard,  108 

(3).  When  set  aside  for  Informalities 
in  Issue. 

Where  the  date  of  the  writ  of  sum- 
mons, and  the  recital  of  the  writ  itself, 
were  omitted  in  the  issue,  but  the  writ 
of  trial  was  correct  in  these  particu- 
lars, and  the  defendant,  at  the  trial, 
protested  against  the  irregularity,  and 
refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings; a  rule  ailerwards  obtained 
to  set  aside  the  issue  and  all  subse- 
quent proceedings  was  discharged  with 
costs,  on  the  ground  that  the  defend- 
ant ought  to  haye  returned  the  issue 
when  deliyered,  or  applied  before  the 
trial  to  set  it  aside.  Coose  y.  Neu- 
megen,  290 
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w.  m'dowall,  prirter,  pbmberton-row,  oough-square. 
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